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Cover: Immature male Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii). Harford County, Maryland,  
20 February 2013. Photographed by Jean Kirkwood.
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FIRST RECORD OF BULLOCK’S ORIOLE
FOR HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND

Dennis L. KirKwooD

2659 Bradenbaugh Road, White Hall, Maryland 21161
newarkfarms@gmail.com

The winter of 2012-13 proved to be an exciting one for birders in Maryland and 
throughout the mid-Atlantic region as an invasion of northern irruptive species occurred. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis), Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus), Evening Grosbeak 
(Coccothraustes vespertinus), Purple Finch (Haemorhous purpureus), and both Red and 
White-winged Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra and L. leucoptera, respectively) flocks made ev-
eryone pay more attention to their backyard feeders.

On Monday, 11 February 2013 at approximately 11:00 a.m. EST, I noticed a yellow and 
black bird at my platform feeder on Bradenbaugh Road in northwestern Harford County. 
Given the irruptive season we were experiencing, my first thought was Evening Grosbeak as 
the bird was bigger than the finches and sparrows that typically frequented the feeder. Even 
though I did not have binoculars handy, I was able to get closer to the feeder and quickly 
revised my identification to some type of oriole. I noticed the black bib on the bird and then 
it flew away.

Figure 1. Immature male Bullock’s Oriole (Icter-
us bullockii). Harford County, Maryland, 20 
February 2013. Photographed by Jean Kirkwood.

Quickly consulting three field 
guides and getting my binoculars and 
camera ready, I waited for the bird to 
return, which it did in about 15 minutes. 
After taking a few poor quality pictures, 
I decided to study the bird with binocu-
lars, this time indoors through a window 
while about 9 m away from the feeder. 
The bird showed two large wing-bars in-
tersected by black “teeth,” the black bib, 
and a whitish color to the belly. It also 
showed a distinct black spot at the base 
of the lower mandible. I concluded that 
the bird was a first-year male Bullock’s 
Oriole (Icterus bullockii) (Figure 1).
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