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Contributors should prepare manuscripts according to the following instructions. 
 

Title: The title should be brief, concise, and pertinent. 
 

Abstract: An abstract is required for all long articles; suggested for all biologic studies 
more than two (2) pages in length; but is not needed for notes, distribution reports, or 
short observations (especially if two pages or shorter in length). The abstract should 
provide a capsule description of the main thrust, methods and essential findings of the 
article. It should contain the scientific name of the main subject species. 
 

Text: Manuscripts should be double-spaced, lines numbered, and submitted in MS 
Word™ by e-mail or on a CD. Please identify respective file name(s) for text, figure 
titles, and descriptions of graphs or figures. First mention of a biological organism, in the 
abstract and text should include the full scientific name in italics. Carefully check the 
spelling of all scientific names. Capitalize the first letter of each word comprising the 
“official” common name for faunal species. Short articles and general notes (20 pages or 
less) are preferred. Color “copy ready” illustrations, pictures, or digital images are 
preferred. 
 

References: References should be given in an author-date format: (Robbins 1987); 
(Robbins 1987, 1988); (Robbins, in press); (Robbins, in litt.); (Robbins, pers. comm.); 
(Robbins and Robbins 1987); and (Robbins et al. 1987) for three or more authors. 
Provide evidence of acceptance for works “in press,” or cite as “unpublished”, “in litt.”, 
or “pers. comm.” (written permission is suggested as well). Citations shall be listed 
alphabetically, under LITERATURE CITED, as follows: Articles: Robbins, C.S. 1965. 
New breeding bird survey tested in Maryland this summer. Maryland Birdlife 21(2):48-
49. Do not abbreviate the titles of journals. Books: Ellison, W.G. (Editor). 2010. 2nd 
Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Maryland and the District of Columbia. The Johns 
Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, MD. 494 pp. Internet: Parmelee, D.F. 1992. 
Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus), The Birds of North America Online (A. Poole, Editor). 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY. Available at: 
http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/010. Accessed: 23 March 2015. 
 

Tables: Tables, graphs and line drawings should be created electronically in black and 
white. Color should only be used when absolutely necessary for clarity. 
 

Illustrations: Photographs or high-definition images may be accepted if necessary or 
desired by the author(s) to support the text. Photographs should be submitted in color. 
Figure numbers, as cited in the text, and figure legends should be keyed to each 
respective photograph. 
 

Maryland Birdlife is published twice annually to record and encourage the study of birds 
in and around Maryland. Maryland Birdlife contains original articles, notes, and research 
papers primarily pertaining to Maryland and the Mid-Atlantic region. Potential topics 
may include geographic or temporal distribution, ecology, biology, morphology, 
systematics, behavior, migration, life history, as well as other biological topics. Annual 
bird counts also will be published. All submissions are subject to editorial review and 
acceptance. Articles and research papers will be peer-reviewed. Send submissions to the 
Editor: Eugene J. Scarpulla, 14207 Lakerun Court, Bowie, MD 20720-4861, 
ejscarp@comcast.net.
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