
The Last Word

T h e  a tte n tiv e  r e a d e r  m ay  n o te  th a t  in  th is  an d  
th e  la s t  is su e s , th e  fe a tu re s  e n title d  “ T h e  C e n te rs  
o f  L e a rn in g ,”  a n d  “ In  O th e r  J o u r n a l s ”  h a v e  
b e e n  m iss in g , a n d  th a t  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  v e ry  little  
o f  th e  “ C o n tr o v e r s y ”  f e a tu re ,  o f  b o o k  re v ie w s , 
a n d  le t te r s . T h e re  h a s  b e e n  no  c h a n g e  in  p o licy ; 
w e  h o p e  to  re s u m e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e s e  a n d  o th e r  
fe a tu re s  o n  a  re g u la r  b a s is . O u r  p ro b le m  h a s  b e e n  
la c k  o f  s p a c e . T h e  b a s ic  lim ita tio n  o n  th e  n u m b e r  
o f  p a g e s  w e  c a n  p r in t  is e c o n o m ic ; th is  in tu rn  
d e p e n d s  on  su c h  fa c to rs  a s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  c o s t ,  
a n d  in c o m e  fro m  su b s c r ip t io n s  a n d  a d v e rtis in g .

W h e n  th e  n a m e  a n d  fo rm a t o f  th e  m a g a z in e  
w e re  re v ise d  in  F e b ru a r y ,  1971, it w a s  o u r  g o a l 
to  ro u g h ly  h o ld  th e  s e a s o n a l re p o r ts  to  80 p a g e s , 
an d  th e n  ad d  a s  m a n y  p a g e s  as  p o s s ib le  o f f e a tu re  
m a te r ia l. B u t th e  re a d e r  w ill n o te  th a t  th is  is su e  
h a s  n o  le s s  th a n  93 p a g e s , th e  m o s t e v e r  p u b 
lish e d , o f  reg io n a l re p o r ts . T h e  m a jo r re a so n s  
fo r  th is  t r e n d  a re  tw o : o u r  v e ry  su c c e s s  in  re a c h 
ing  tw ic e  a s  m a n y  re a d e r s  (a n d  o b s e rv e rs )  h a s  
c a u s e d  a  p o s i t iv e  in u n d a tio n  o f  r e c o r d s ;  o u r  
re g io n a l e d ito r s  a re  in  tu rn  p ro d u c in g  f a r  m o re  
c o m p re h e n s iv e  a n d  m ea n in g fu l su m m a rie s  th a n  
e v e r .

T h e  a n a ly s t o f  t r e n d s  c a n  e a s i ly  fo re s e e  w h a t 
is c o m in g . T h e  d a y  is n o t  to o  fa r  o f f  w h en  e a c h  
se a s o n  o u r  e d ito rs  w ill b e  g e ttin g  re p o r ts  fro m  
4000 c o n tr ib u to r s ,  in  p la c e  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  2000. 
O u r  e d i to r s  w ill b e  s w a m p e d ,  th e  a b s o lu te ly  
e s s e n tia l  r e c o r d s  w ill b e  d o u b le d , a n d  A m erican  
B ird s  w ill b e  fo rc e d  to  r e v e r t  to  a n  a ll-f ie ld -n o te  
p u b lic a tio n . W e d o  n o t b e lie v e  th a t  th is  w o u ld  
b e  a  p o p u la r  m o v e .

T h e re  w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  o n e  p o s s ib le  w ay  to  
r e d u c e  th e  le n g th  o f  th e s e  r e p o r ts ,  a p a r t  f ro m  
a s k in g  o u r  e d ito r s  to  m o re  s tr in g e n t ly  su m m a r
ise , e x c is e , a n d  e d it . A n d  th a t  w o u ld  b e  if, fo r  
th e  le s s  im p o r ta n t t r e n d  a n d  p a tte rn  o b s e rv a 
tio n s , to  o m it n a m e s  a n d  in itia ls  o f  o b s e rv e rs . 
G u y  M c C a sk ie , f o r  e x a m p le , o n  p . 123, lis ts  
so m e  32 s e p a ra te  re c o rd s  fo r  A m . R e d s ta r t  in 
S . C a lifo rn ia  la s t fa ll. T h e s e  a re  re q u ire d  if  e a c h  
re c o rd  m u s t b e  a ttr ib u te d . B u t th e  e n tire  p ic tu re  
c o u ld  b e  su m m a riz e d  in  a b o u t  n in e  lin e s  o f  ty p e ,  
if  no  o b s e r v e r  n a m e s  w e re  re q u ire d .

P a r t  o f  th e  p ro b le m , it w o u ld  se e m , is th a t  
o b s e rv e rs  w a n t to  g e t c re d i t ,  in  p r in t ,  fo r  th e ir  
re c o rd s . (R e g io n a l e d ito rs  c o u ld  k e e p  a ll o b s e r 
v a t i o n s  o n  f i le  so  t h a t  a u th o r s  o f  im p o r t a n t  
re c o rd s  c o u ld  b e  d e te rm in e d  b y  a n y o n e  seek in g  
d a ta ) .  A re  n a m e s  n e c e s s a r y ?  B ritish  B ird s , 
w h ich  p u b lish e s  a  q u a r te r ly  se a s o n a l su m m a ry ,

u se s  no  o b s e r v e r  n a m e s  w h a ts o e v e r , a lth o u g h  
th e  o rig in a l o b s e r v e r s ’ n a m e s  a re  k e p t o n  file . 
W o u ld  N o r th  A m e ric a n  o b s e rv e rs  a s s e n t  to  th is  
k in d  o f  a n o n y m ity ?

A s id e  fro m  its  p ro b le m s , w e  fe e l th a t  th e  s e a 
so n a l r e p o r t  in  th e  p a g e s  th a t  p re c e d e  th is  p ag e  
is  q u ite  th e  b e s t  e v e r  p re s e n te d  in  a n y  jo u r n a l  
a n y w h e re . I t  r e p r e s e n ts  th e  m o s t o b s e r v e rs ,  th e  
m o s t o b s e rv a tio n s  (a n y o n e  w a n t to  c o u n t  th e m  
o n e  b y  o n e ? )  a n d  m o re  l ig h t  o n  d is t r i b u t io n ,  
p o p u la t io n s , m ig ra tio n , t r e n d s  a n d  p o r te n ts  th a n  
e v e r .  I n  h is A b le  s u m m a r y ,  o u r  C h a n g in g  
S e a s o n s  e d ito r  c o u ld  n o  m o re  th a n  sk im  th e  h ig h 
lig h ts ; th e  re a d e r  is  u rg e d  (a f te r  h e  h a s  c h e c k e d  
a ll h is  o w n  re c o rd s  an d  re a d  h is  o w n  reg io n ) 
to  b ro w s e  fa r th e r  a fie ld  a n d  n o te  a ll th e  in fin ite  
d e ta i ls  th a t  a d d  up  to  a  tru ly  g ig an tic  p ic tu re  
o f  N o r th  A m e ric a n  b ird  life in  a u tu m n  1971.

F o r  th o s e  to  w h o m  su ch  th in g s  a re  im p o r ta n t, 
th e  p a g e s  a b o v e  lis t n o  le s s  th a n  24 sp e c ie s  n ew  
to  p ro v in c ia l o r  s ta te  lis ts , th re e  “ f a r th e s t  n o r th  
in  N o r th  A m e r ic a ”  re c o rd s  (P u rp le  G a llin u le , 
A m . C o o t ,  an d  X a n tu s ’ M u rre le t)  o n e  sp e c ie s  
n e w  to  C a n a d a , o n e  (a n d  p o ss ib ly  tw o ) b ird  n e w  
to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ,  a n d  o n e  b ird  n e w , a t le a s t 
o n s h o r e ,  to  th e  c o n tin e n t!

N o te  to  c o n tr ib u to r s  o f  B re e d in g  B ird  C e n s u s e s .  
A  re v is e d  an d  c la r if ie d  s e t  o f  in s tru c t io n s  h a s  

j u s t  b e e n  p re p a re d  a n d  w ill a p p e a r  in  an  e a r ly  
is su e . I f  y o u  p la n  to  c o n tr ib u te  su c h  a  s tu d y  th is  
y e a r , e v e n  if  y o u  a re  an  o ld  h a n d  a t  i t , p le a s e  
w rite  fo r  a  c o p y , to  A m erican  B ird s, 950 T h ird  
A v e n u e , N e w  Y o rk , N .Y .  10022.

T h is  y e a r  so m e  966 C h r is tm a s  B ird  C o u n ts  
h a v e  b e e n  re c e iv e d  —  a  re c o rd  —  an d  a re  n o w  
b e in g  p ro c e s s e d  an d  e d ite d . T h e  to ta l  n u m b e r  
o f  o b s e rv e rs  p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  th e s e  c o u n ts  w a s  
w e ll o v e r  18,000 —  a n o th e r  n e w  re c o r d .  T h e  
C h r is tm a s  B ird  C o u n t  is su e  o f  A m e ric a n  B ird s , 
n o rm a lly  th e  A p ril is su e , (w e ll o v e r  400 p ag es  
in c o n te n t )  c a n n o t  r e a c h  s u b s c r ib e r s  d u r in g  
A p ril , b u t  w e  h o p e  to  h a v e  it in  t h e  m ail e a r l ie r  
th is  y e a r  th a n  in  r e c e n t  h is to ry . O n e  n e w  fe a tu re  
w ill b e  a d d e d : R . R o ss  A n d e rs o n , o f  H a lifa x , 
h a s  v o lu n te e re d  to  d ra w  u p  a  lis t o f  sp e c ie s  h igh  
c o u n ts  fo r  C a n a d a  s im ila r  to  th e  o n e  c o m p ile d  
c o n tin e n t-w id e  b y  B u rt M o n ro e .

— R o b e r t S . A rb ib , J r .
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Eagles, Hawks and Falcons of the World by
Leslie Brown & Dean Amadon. Sponsored by 
the National Audubon Society. 946 pp. 311 il
lustrations, many in color. 2 vols. slipcased. 
Reg. price $59.50 Your price $49.50
PETERSON’S FIELD GUIDES 
A Field Guide to the Birds (Eastern)
Reg. price $5.95 Your price $4.95
Reg. price $3.95 (paperback Your price $3.25
A Field Guide to Western Birds
Reg. price $5.95 Your price $4.95
A Field Guide to the Birds of Texas & Adjacent
States
Reg. price $5.95 Your price $4.95
A Field Guide to the Birds of Britain & Europe
Reg. price $7.00 Your price $5.95
Audubon Guides, by Richard H. Pough
Audubon Land Bird Guide
Reg. price $5.95 Your price $4.95
Audubon Water Bird Guide
Reg. price $5.95 ' Your price $4.95
Audubon Western Bird Guide
Reg. price $5.95 Your price $4.95
Birds Nests: A Field Guide by Richard Head-
strom
Reg. price $4.25 Your price $3.65
Complete Field Guide to Nests in the United 
States, by Richard Headstrom 
Reg. price $10.00 Your price $8.75
The Hungry Bird Book by Robert Arbib & 
Tony Soper
Reg. price $4.95 Your price $4.25
Louis Agassiz Fuertes & the Singular Beauty 
of Birds
Reg. price $35.00 Your price $27.95

$3.00); . . .  Cardinals, Grosbeaks, Buntings, 
Towhees, Finches, Sparrows & Their Allies (3
vols. reg. $5.00 ea.); . . . Cuckoos, Goat
suckers, Hummingbirds & Their Allies (2 vols. 
reg. $3.00 ea.; . .  . Diving Birds (reg. $3.00); 
... Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows & Their Allies 
(reg. $3.00); . . .  Gallinaceous Birds (reg. 
$3.00); ) . . Gulls & Terns (reg. $3.00); 
. . .  Jays, Crows & Titmice (2 vols. reg. $2.75 
ea.; . . .  Marsh Birds (reg. $4.00); . .  . Nut
hatches, Wrens, Thrashers & Their Allies (reg. 
$5.00); . . .  Petrels & Pelicans & Their Allies 
(reg. $3.00); . . . Shore Birds (2 vols. reg. 
$3.00 ea .; . . .  Thrushes, Kinglets, & Their 
Allies (reg. $3.00); . . . Wagtails, Shrikes, 
Vireos & Their Allies (reg. $3.00); . . .  Wild 
Fowl (2 vols. reg. $3.00 ea.; . . .  Wood War
blers (2 vols. reg. $3.00 ea.; . . .  Woodpeckers 
(reg. $3.00).

Records
LP records produced under the supervision of 
Roger Tory Peterson, Arthur A. Allen and Peter 
Paul Kellogg
A Field Guide to Bird Songs (two records} 
Reg.price $10.95 Your price $9.45
A Field Guide to Western Bird Songs (three 
records}
Reg.price $14.95 Your price $12.95
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138 Grand St.

Croton-on-Hudson, N. Y. 10520 
Send me the fo llow ing h o o k s : -----------------
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I
BENT’S LIFE HISTORIES OF NORTH 
AMERICAN BIRDS by A. C. Bent (all 
paperbacks
NOTE: prices in parenthesis are reg. prices. 
Your prices are as follows:

Reg. price $5.00 Your price $4.00 
Reg. price $4.00 Your price $3.25 
Reg. price $3.00 Your price $2.50 
Reg. price $2.75 Your price $2.35 

. . . Birds of Prey (2 vols. reg. $4.00 ea.; 

... Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers & Allies (reg.

Take an extra 10% discount o ff  "y o u r price”  if 
you order six or more books, ten or more books if 
order includes more than tw o  paperbacks.
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Total price o f books ordered $ ------------------------
Plus postage & handling reg. mail (add 25c fo r  1st
book, 15c each addit. book) $ --------------
For special handling add 35c to  total postage above 
(travels like firs t class mail)
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