
Brakefield, Jim Brandenberg, Judy Brandenberg, 
Dave Bratley, D. Campbell, E. L. Campbell,
M. M. Carr, Irma Chipman, Harry Clark, Ed 
Cleary, Peter Connors, N. DeKam, Mary Don­
ald, Clayton Douville, R. L. Drieslein, K. R. 
Eckert, Tom Erdman, O. B. Eustis, Mrs. L. A. 
Feil, Wm. Fisher, John Flora, T. L. Fuller, 
Steven Goddard, Janet C. Green (Minnesota), 
Jeffrey A. Greenhouse, C. Gresser, J. Gresser, 
Bill Grigg, Dennis Gustafson, James Hamers, 
K. Heidel, B. A. Hitman, P. B. Hofslund, C. L. 
Horn, Jr., R. L. Huber, Eugene Jacobs, John 
Jacobs, R. B. Janssen, Jean Jarboe, Alice John­
son, Paul J. Kane, Harold Kantrud, F. Kedney, 
Alice H. Kelley (s.e. Michigan), Neil Kelley, 
Eugene E. Kenaga, Joanne Kenaga, J. P. Klei­
man, Gerald Kleis, Harold Koopmann, Harry 
Krueger, R. Kuchta, H. Kyllingstad, Warren A. 
Lamb, L. R. Lenz, Fred Lesher, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. L. Lischer, Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Liskow, 
B. Litkey, W. Longley, A. J. Maley, Ralph G. 
Mancke, Bill Martinus, D. Meyer, John Meyer, 
Minnesota Ornithologists Union, Earl Neeb, 
Dr. F. O. Novy, R. Oehlenschlager, Ontario 
Bird Banding Association, R. B. Payne, Ed 
Peartree, Jay Peartree, J. P. Perkins, Kay Petts, 
Ben Pinkowski, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Piotter, 
James Ponshair, Sergej Postupalsky, Ed Prins, 
Wm. Pugh, M. Renner, Carl Richter, Joe Rogers, 
Jerome Rosso, Alan J. Ryff, P. Sandberg, Rich­
ard Sharp, D. Sheer, Chet Skelly, Eugene Slom- 
kowski, Gordon Smith, Martin Smith, Ron Smith, 
Roy Smith (s.w. Michigan), Sharron Smith, Aledia 
Sovacool, E. Stanley, N. R. Stone, Dr. R. Storer, 
Arleen Sweet, Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor, 
Daryl Tessen, Allen E. Valentine (n. Lower Penin­
sula), Shirly Van Baak, Bro. T. Voelker, Ross 
Wagner, L. H. Walkinshaw, Ralph Wall, C. 
Welch, Elsie M. Welter, Evelyn Werner, George 
Wickstrom, John Woodcock. — THOMAS K. 
SOULEN, Department of Botany, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis 55455.

MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION 
/  Vernon M. Kleen and Lee Bush

What a complicated season! Unusual weather, 
a retarded spring, and unnatural migration pat­
terns all were noted throughout the Region. Fol­

iage developed two to three weeks late and spring 
migrants arrived one or more weeks later than 
normal. Many winter and early-migrant species 
were reported later in the season than ever be­
fore, and some flycatchers, thrushes and warblers 
were still migrating through the Region in early 
June.

The season was very dry and cool. April was 
one of the driest on record for many areas; most 
precipitation for May occurred in two or three 
heavy downpours which provided near or slightly 
above normal rainfall for that month. A late, 
record-breaking, 2 in. to 1O in. snowstorm covered 
e. Missouri and the s. half of Illinois on Apr. 5 & 
6, but completely melted the following day. Tor­
nado watches were common in late April and 
early May in the s. part of the Region; on May 6
6  7 several tornadoes and heavy rainstorms were 
reported. Hail the size of “softballs” and 100 
mph winds were reported in parts of s. Illinois 
late on May 7; the following morning many dead 
and near-dead blackbirds were found in the grassy 
fields of Williamson Co. Airport (VK, et al.).

Average monthly temperatures were as much as
7 ° F. below normal with frosts reported as late as 
May 13. North and n.w. winds predominated 
through late April and the first half of May; the 
southerly winds that did occur were weak, short­
lived, and not conducive to migration waves. Very 
few species were found earlier than usual, but all 
expected species were reported; most seemed scarce 
or difficult to find. “Suddenly they were here! And 
almost as suddenly . . . they were gone.” (AJW). 
Several reporters suggested that the scarcity of 
birds may have been due to population declines; 
however, these "observed” declines may not have 
been actual declines. The complicated season was 
probably responsible for the "observed” decline; 
migrants continuously filtered through the Region 
but were not stacked up in the mass waves that 
often occur in early May after strong southerly 
winds.

Clark reported a reverse migration along the 
Chicago side of L. Michigan for about an hour 
after sunrise on Apr. 11; he estimated nearly 2100 
birds of 11 species (mostly blackbirds and Robins) 
flying south into a s.s.w. wind. Many of the birds 
were coming in off of the Lake from the n.n.e. 
or n.e.; 10 Rock Doves and 1 House Sparrow 
were among these birds.

Most observers felt that this spring produced 
one of the poorest migrations ever. However, 
many new records were established and several 
unexpected species were reported.

L oons, G rebe, C ormorants—The May 16 
presence of a Com. Loon at L. Shelbyville, Ill. 
is one day later than last year’s late date (HDB). 
Red-throatecf Loons were found on Chautauqua 
L., Ill. May I, and at Illinois Beach State Park, 
Lake Co., May 30 (HDB). A single W. Grebe ap­
peared at Squaw Creek Nat'l Wildlife Refuge, 
Mo., May 1-3 (FL). Double-crested Cormorants
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continued to be scarce in the Region; an unusu­
ally large flock of 66 was seen at Horseshoe L., 
Alexander Co., Ill., Apr. 7 (JHa, fide DA).

Herons, E g rets , Ibises—Observers suggested 
that the numbers of Great Blue Herons returning 
to heronries have declined. Little Blue Herons , as 
in past years, continued to wander north of their 
breeding grounds: an adult near Pleasantville, 
Marion Co., Iowa, Apr. 26 (GB); a subadult at 
L. Calumet (Chicago) May 1 & 2 (LB & CC); and 
an adult at Waite Hill (Cleveland) Apr. 15-26 
(AF, fide WAK). Cattle Egrets “are doing well 
with several thousand breeding in s.e. Missouri” 
(DA); they have also increased in n.w. Missouri 
(FL). Therefore, it is not surprising to find them 
increasing as Spring wanderers farther north: 5 
birds at 4 scattered Iowa locations Apr. 25-May 5 
(fide WB); 10 in Kane Co., Ill. May 6 (RM); 3 in 
the Chicago area between May 8 and 15 (CC); 4 at 
Crown Point, Lake Co., Ind. May 15 (GP, fide 
CC); and 2 at Port Clinton, Ohio, May 22 (OD, et 
aL). Com. Egrets have been reported in reduced 
numbers; the breeding birds at Heron Pond, John­
son Co., Ill. failed to return at all this year (VK). 
A Snowy Egret was found at L. Calumet on May 
16, providing an exceptional record (LB, et al.). 
Two Louisiana Herons were found in the Region: 
the first at Iris Pond, near Terre Haute, May 5-8 
(AM & JM); the second at Crane Creek, w. of 
Cleveland, May 30 (WH, lide WAK). Fifty-plus 
(record number?) Yellow-crowned Night Herons 
were seen at Squaw Creek Refuge in May (MR). 
Once again a Glossy Ibis appeared in Ohio, at 
Hueston Woods State Park, Butler Co., April 7 
(DO, fide AJW), and was photographed by many 
obscrvers the next few days. Six White-faced 
Ibises were observed at Squaw Creek Refuge be­
tween May 1 & 5 (HB, f L & MR).

Swans, G ee se , D ucks—Two Whistling Swans 
lingered at Girard L. near Vienna, Trumbull Co., 
Ohio until Apr. 20 (BS). Two Blue Geese were 
still present at the Union Co. State Wildlife 
Refuge, Ill. on May 8 (VK, et al.). Dabbling 
ducks migrated late this season, with individuals 
of several species remaining throughout the Re­
gion well into May. Three Cinnamon Teal were 
found in the St. Joseph, Mo. area Apr. 17-26 
(FL &  JLH). Most diving ducks left during the 
warm spell of the third week of April. However, 
there were still isolated records of interest: a 
Redhead on the Ohio R. near Louisville, Ky. 
May 7 & 9 (AS); a 2 Com. Goldeneye at L. 
Calumet, May 16 (LB, et al.); and a O on the 
Fox R. near Dundee, Ill., May 28 (RM); a Surf 
Scoter on L. Charleston, Coles Co., Ill. in a 
mixed flock of Lesser Scaup, Ruddy Ducks and 
Shovelers, Apr. 12 (MC) and Apr. 13 (LBH); 
three additional Surf Scoters, including an adult 
S, on Findley L. in s. Lorain Co., Ohio, Apr. 17 
(OD). Two Red-breasted Mergansers were found 
at Whitewater State Park, Union Co., Ind. as 
late as May 10 (fide AM); four were counted in

the Louisville area, May 9 (fide AS); and a 2 
was still at L. Kincaid, Christian Co., Ill. May 25 
(HOB).

H awks, E agle—Cooper's Hawks were “. . . 
much rarer than in past year” (AJW); “Few nests 
were found this year compared to frequent nests 
in the early 1960's” around Cincinnati (RA, JHa, 
fide AJW); one nest was found in April at 
Pomona, Jackson Co., Ill. (WG, fide VK). Near 
Cleveland, “migrant hawks occurred in good num­
bers over inland areas, while lakefront move­
ments were poorer than usual. Good flight days 
occurred on April 3, 8, 25, 30, and on May 7, 
11, 18, and 19, with over 100 birds on many of 
these days with all common species represented” 
(WAK). Late Rough-legged Hawks were encoun­
tered at two Indiana locations: Terre Haute May 8 
and in Parke Co. (same bird?) May 9 (AM & 
JM); and at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, May 9 (DH, fide 
WB). An adult, light-phase Swainson's Hawk was 
observed at Half Day (Chicago) on May 9 (CC). 
A Ferruginous Hawk was found at Maquon, 
Knox Co., Ill. Apr. 28, and this species “may 
not be as rare in Illinois as once believed” (HDB). 
An imm. Bald Eagle was discovered at Illinois 
Beach State Park, May 30 (HDB). Ospreys con­
tinued to be scarce throughout the Region; one 
reported in Iowa (no location given) Mar. 17, 
was very early (DM, fide WB). A 0 Peregrine 
Falcon was observed stooping shorebirds at Squaw 
Creek Refuge, Mo., Apr. 17 (MR) and one (same 
bird?) was present there May 9 (FL) and May 12 
(MR); one was found in St. Charles Co., Mo. 
Apr. 27 (JEC).

C ranes, RAILS, G a lljn ules—A Sandhill Crane 
spent nearly a month in company with tame 
Canada Geese at a farm pond s. of Oxford, Ohio 
(DO, fide AJW); another bird was found in an 
unusual location at a very late date: L. Calumet, 
May 8 (CC). King Rails, Virginia Rails and Soras 
were very common this spring throughout most 
of the Mississippi and Missouri river valleys. 
High concentrations occurred especially in the 
backed-up waters around Dardenne Creek in St. 
Charles Co., Mo. (DA). Yellow Rails were fairly 
common also, with several being studied closely: 
one in St. Charles Co., Mo. on Apr. 26 (EM & 
KM, fide JEC); three at Evergreen L., McLean 
Co., Ill. on May 1 (VH, et al.); one at L. Calu­
met on May 2 (BT, CC, et al.); and one dead at 
Evanston, Ill. on May 13 (JG). Two Black Rails 
were “identified” during the season: one at Ever­
green L., McLean Co., Ill., Apr. 25 (LP, fide 
VH) and one at L. Contrary in n.w. Missouri, 
Apr. 28 (JF, fide FL). Purple Gallinules appeared 
in the Region again this spring; one stayed in the 
Cincinnati Nature Center pond Apr. 20-24 and 
was photographed several times (fide AJW); an­
other was observed in w. Kentucky at Goose 
Pond, Hopkins Co., May 7 (JWH &  JE, fide AS).

SHOREBIRDS—Piping Plovers appeared in three 
locations this spring: the normally expected ones 
at Squaw Creek Refuge, where they were fairly
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com m on in M ay (M R); 1 at W aukegan, Ill., M ay 
15 (LB, et al.); and one at C h au tau q u a  L. in 
cen tral Illinois, M ay 8 (HDB). A  Snowy Plover 
was found again this y ear a t Squaw  C reek Refuge, 
M ay 15 (HB, fide d A). G olden Plovers m igrated  
th ro u g h  the  R egion in large num bers; several 
flocks o f over 200 birds w ere reported  from  
Tiffin, O hio  betw een A pr. 26 and M ay 1 (JK); 
one flock o f 896 was counted  in a  single field 
a t the  U nion C ounty R efuge, 1ll. A pr. 10 (VK); 
a  single bird  lingered at Pleasantville, Iow a until 
M ay 16 (GB). A  C om . Snipe was found  at 
L. C alum et as late as M ay 29 (CC). F o u r W him - 
b re ls  w ere present at Squaw  C reek Refuge, M ay 
26 (HB), and 2 w ere still th e re  M ay 30 (MR). 
W illets w ere rep o rted  m ore frequently  th an  usual: 
17 birds from  7 Illinois locations (m .o b .) betw een 
A pr. 29 (BSh, et al.) and  M ay 22 (JG); 1 was 
found a t P leasantville, Iowa, M ay 9 (GB). W hite- 
rum ped  Sandpipers were also w idely reported , but 
a  flock of 60 at C h au tau q u a  L. on M ay 23 was 
notew orthy (HDB). A  W. Sandpiper was studied  
closely at a  pond near C hicago on M ay 16 (LB, 
et al.); a n o th e r w as identified a t Springfield, Ill., 
M ay 21 & 26 (H D B). Several observers saw both 
M arbled  and H udson ian  Godw its in St. C harles 
C o., M o. A pr. 24 & 25 (fide DA); tw o o ther 
M arbled  Godw its were found in M arshall Co., 
Iow a, M ay 2 (JR , fide WB). O th er H udsonian  
G odw its included: 5 at P leasantv ille, Iow a M ay 9, 
b u t 56 on  M ay 16 (GB); 1 in Spring p lum age a t 
Skokie Lagoons (Chicago) M ay  22 (T N  & JS, 
fide LB); and  1 in w inter plum age a t W aukegan, 
Ill. M ay 28 (LB). A m . A vocets were m ore com ­
m on th an  usual: Iow a, M issouri and Illinois re ­
ported  tw o reco rd s each  betw een  M ay 1 & 16. 
T h e  9 R ed Ph a laro p e  in  sp ring  plum age discov­
ered  near Lyndon, W hiteside Co., Ill. M ay 25 
constitu tes one of the few in land records for this 
species in the R egion (BSh, et al.).

G u lls , T erns— A n im m . G laucous G u ll lingered 
along the  M ississippi R. at A lton  D am , I ll. as 
late as M ay 10 (Ms , fide DA). A  G rea t Black- 
backed G ull was still p resen t a long  L. E rie in 
O ttaw a C o., O hio  A pr. 24 (OD). T here  was a 
notew orthy “invasion” of adu lt Laughing G ulls 
this spring. T he first appeared  in the Louisville 
h a rb o r, M ay 8 (BLM ); a n o th e r was found along 
the M ississippi R. at New Boston, M ercer C o.,
111., M ay 19 (H D B); 1 appeared  at L. Springfield,
111., M ay 26 and was collected  the  follow ing day 
(HDB); 1 was p resen t at W aukegan, M ay 28 
(LB), but 2 were there  in com pany with an adult 
F ranklin 's G ull, M ay 31 (RR, Lb  & CC). A n o th er 
adu lt F rank lin 's  G ull was found at L. Springfield, 
M ay 27, along with the Laughing G u ll th a t was 
co llected  (HDB). A  peak of 11,000 B onaparte 's 
G u lls was no ted  on C hicago 's n. lakefron t A pril 
22 (LB). A n  imm. B lack-legged K ittiw ake (see 
photograph  this page) was found w ith several 
B onaparte 's G ulls on L. Springfield, A pr. 1 
(H D B); it was present until A pr. 8. O n M ay 31, 
a  F o rs te r 's  T ern  in imm. plum age was still pres­

ent a t W aukegan (CC, et al.). A  Gull-billed T em  
was am ong gulls behind a  fe rry  crossing the 
Ohio R. abou t 60 mi. e. of C incinnati on A pr. 16 
(JR u, fide AJW ).

O w l s , F lickers— A  B urrow ing  O w l was found 
n ear L. C on trary  in n.w. M issouri, A pr. 30 (JF) 
and rem ained th ro u g h  M ay (M R & FL). A  S h o rt­
eared  Owl was flushed from  a  m arshy a rea  o f 
the P ow derhorn  Lake F orest Preserve (Chicago) 
M ay 2 w here it had  just finished eating  a  Sora; 
th ere  was no  evidence of breeding (CC, et al.). 
O n A pr. 16, a  R ed-shafted F licker was ob­
served  in C h icag o 's L incoln  Park  (W K, fide CC); 
a n o th e r app eared  a t Busch W ildlife A rea  in St. 
Louis, M ay 21 (JEC , et al.).

F lycatchers, C r o w , C reeper— A  W . K ing­
bird appeared  n. of C hicago fo r the th ird  con­
secutive year; it was found in Skokie Lagoons on 
M ay 21 (RC), M ay 27 (LB), and M ay 30 (RR); 
a n o th e r was found  near M ow eaqua, Shelby C o., 
Ill. M ay 16 (H D B ); a  th ird  was observed in th e  
Busch W ild life  A re a  M ay 21 (GS, fide JE C ). On 
M ay  29 , the "fay-bee-o” song form  o f th e  T raill’s 
F lycatcher was heard  in Cow les Bog n ear Ind iana  
D unes N a t'l  Seashore, Ind. T w o of these  birds 
w ere singing in the a rea  know n to  be inhabited 
by the “fitz-bew” form  (CC, LB & BT). A ccord ­
ing to  R ussell, the “fay-bee-o” form  arrived  about 
the  end of M ay last year and peaked on June 8; 
it arrived  a t  the end of M ay again th is y ear and 
peaked on June 6 w hen at least 6 individuals 
w ere found  in a  local a rea  just n. of C hicago; he 
a lso poin ted  ou t th a t the "fitz-bew ” form  has 
norm ally  a rriv ed  in th e  a re a  by th e  second week 
of M ay every year. A  S  V erm ilion F lyca tch er at 
the  Busch W ildlife A rea  on M ay 3 was very 
u n usual fo r the  R egion (VB, fide JEC ). Fish 
C row s continued  to  m ove fa rth e r up  the  M issis­
sippi R iver, and at least tw o were found  regu­
larly in the St. Louis a rea  during  A pril and May. 
A  B row n C reeper at B arkhausen Refuge, Cass 
Co., Ill. was thought to  be a late m ig ran t on 
M ay 8 (HD B); how ever, indirect evidence of 
breeding exists 150 m iles south. B oth last year 
and this year, ad u lt creepers with brood 
patches were caught and banded during  late  M ay 
and early  June in cypress sw am ps at C rab  
O rchard  N at'l W ildlife Refuge; nests have not 
yet been located  (VK).

K in g l et , PIPITS, V ireos— A  R uby-crow ned 
K inglet lingered as fa r south  as Springfield, Ill. 
until M ay 25 (HDB). A t least 10 Sprague's Pipits 
w ere  found  in  th e  N o r th  C h ag rin  R eservation  
e. o f C leveland, A pr. 9 (A F, m .ob., fide W AK). 
In  the im m ediate C hicago area , observation  of 
2 W hite-eyed V ireos in the sam e day (M ay 16) 
seemed unusual (CC, et al.); how ever, at the 
M ax M cG raw  W ildlife F o u n dation , slightly n.w. 
o f C hicago , 6 b irds (4 in view at one tim e) on 
M ay  16 w as n o t considered  unusual (R M ); the 
species seem s to  be increasing  as a  b reeder near 
C leveland (W AK).
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Warblers — Concerning migrants passing 
through, “most species did not arrive on time and 
did not stay for any period” (WAK). An interest­
ing note for banders: 10 5 and 4 5 Prothonotary 
Warblers were banded on Crab Orchard Refuge 
in 1970; 9 of these 5 5 and 3 5 5 returned to 
the same study area in 1971 (VK). Swainson's 
Warblers were found in s. Illinois again this year; 
the first was heard and seen at Pomona, Jackson 
Co., on May 8 (VK, et al.); this particular indi­
vidual was caught, banded and photographed on 
May '20 (VK); every weekend since, observers 
from upstate Illinois have found this individual, 
and often the 5 , which responded well to tape- 
recorded song playbacks (fide VK); the species 
was also reported from Big Oak Tree State Park 
in s.e. Missouri (DA & PB). In central Illinois, 
Tennessee Warblers “outnumbered all other war­
blers put together May 14, 15 & 16” (HDB), 
while in the Cleveland area, “Tennessee Warblers 
were notably scarce” (WAK). A 5 Audubon's 
Warbler was discovered in Chicago's Jackson 
Park, May 7 (RP); the same one (?) was found 
May 8 (C c , LB, et al.). What may be a new 
observation for nest-building by Cerulean War­
blers was discovered at Indiana Dunes Nat'l Sea- 
short May 29; a 5 had just completed her nest, 
only 15 feet above ground (CC); Clark indicates 
that nests lower than 25 feet have not been 
previously reported. Hooded Warblers are not 
too common in the Region, but were reported 
from several areas; the one found at St. Joseph, 
Mo. May 6 is noteworthy (FL & MR).

Blackbirds, O rjole ,' Buntings—A 5 Yellow­
headed Blackbird was found near Pere Marquette 
State Park, 111. Apr. 24 (HDB & PW) and there 
were later observations by several persons; 3 5 5 
were discovered just across the Mississippi R. in 
St. Charles Co., Mo. April 27 (JEC, et al.); an 
imm. 5 was found at L. Kincaid, Christian Co.,
111., May 16 (HDB). On May 30, a 5 Bullock's 
Oriole was observed at La Grange, Lewis Co., 
Mo. (RQR). Lark Buntings have been appearing 
e. of their normal range recently: on May 1, an 
adult 5 in Marion Co., Ill. (WJ & MH); and on 
May 16, another adult 5 on the Chicago lake­
front at Northwestern Univ. (CC, et al.) with ob­
servations for at least a week.

Sparrows, L ongspurs—Sharp-tailed Sparrows 
were reported twice this spring: I at L. Kincaid,
111., May 13 (HDB); and 1 at the Powderhorn L. 
(Chicago) May 16 (BT, CC, LB, et al.). A Clay- 
colored Sparrow was heard and seen at Pere 
Marquette State Park, Ill., Apr. 27 (SV). Two 
late-occurring Harris' Sparrows were reported: 1 
in breeding plumage in Jackson Co., Ill., May 8 
(VK, et al.); and I (photographed) at Avon L. 
(Cleveland) May 9 (WAK). Many observers re­
marked that Lincoln's Sparrows were more com­
mon this year. Smith's Longspurs seem to exist 
only in central Illinois: flocks of 2 to 50 were 
found regularly within 100 miles of Springfield 
between April 3 and May l; only 3 LaJ¥and

Longspurs (Apr. 11) were among them (HDB); 
since these birds appear to be fairly common, 
more observers should find them.

R epo rters  (bold face) and O bservers—Dick 
Anderson, Ronald Austing, (LB) Lawrence G. 
Balch, Paul Bauer, Gladys Black, (HDB) H. 
David Bohlen, Woodward Brown, Viola Buch- 
holtz, Dorothy Buck, (HB) Harold Burgess, Rheba 
Campbell, Larry Carter, Charles Clark, A. H. 
Claugus, J. Earl Comfort, Mike Conlin, Owen 
Davies, J. T. Erwin, Jim Fairlie, Annette Flani­
gan, William George, Joel Greenberg, (JLH) 
John L. Hamilton, Wayne Hammond, (JWH) 
James W. Hancock, Mrs. D. Hanna, (JHa) Jim 
Haw, Margaret Horsman, Virginia Humphries, 
L. Barrie Hunt, Jeff Jefferson, Winifred Jones, 
(WAK) William A. Klamm, Jean Knoblaugh, 
(WK) Walter Krawiecz, Floyd Lawhon, James 
and Amy Mason, Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Robert 
Montgomery, Dick Mooney, Ernie and Kay Muel­
ler, Ted Nork, David Osborne, m.ob. many ob­
servers, Peter Petersen, Lambertus Princen, Ron 
Pulliam, George Pyle, (RQR) Robert Q. Randall, 
Mark Robbins, (JR) J. Rod, Robert Russell, (JRu) 
John Ruthven, Jeff Sanders, Milt Schaeffer, (BS) 
Brian Schultz, (BSh) Betty Shaw, William M. 
Shepherd, Gerry Smith, Anne L. Stamm, (BTh) 
B. Thomson, (Bt ) Bill Tweit, Sarah Vasse, Pat 
Ward, Arthur J. Wiseman. — VERNON M. 
KLEEN, Dept. of Zoology, Southern Illinois 
Univ., Carbondale, Ill. 62901 and (LBu) LEE 
BUSH, Cambria, Ill. 62915.

CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION 
/  Thomas A. Imhof

Late was the word for this season. The few 
early birds include some rarer ones expected 
earlier and those that reached the coast in 
March. The 10-year trend of cold and dry

weather continued. Compared to their norms, 
March was warmer than April or May, and 
coastal areas were far drier than inland. De-
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