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CuyaHoGa VallEy NatioNal ParK
SPriNG CENSuS, May 18, 2013

By dwight Chasar

This was the latest spring census except for 
that held on May 19, 2012.  Fifty-eight observers 
in 20 teams counted 5797 individuals of  136 spe-
cies.  These were the most observers ever and in-
cluded two visiting birders from California.  The 
species count equaled those of  1999 and 2007 
and was the third-highest after the 145 we found 

in 2010.  The total individual count, however, 
was low compared to those of  recent years.

The single Sandhill Crane was the first for a 
Spring Census.  Sora was missed for the first time 
since 2000.  Tufted Titmouse and Hooded War-
bler set new count records.  Where no comments 
are made in the table, the numbers are within 
normal historic ranges.
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American Robin

Gray Catbird

Northern Mockingbird
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European Starling
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Canada Warbler

Wilson’s Warbler
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Northern Cardinal
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Brown-headed Cowbird
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SPECIES (Note)

Canada Goose

Wood Duck

SUM
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Notes 

(1) irregularly missed in recent years due to RR track closure because 
of  Bald Eagle nesting  

(2) first miss since 2000 

(3) first ever on a spring census, it was a flyover and calling 

(4) hasn’t been easy to get on spring census, often missed; two teams 
found them overhead in evening. 

(5) hit or miss on this bird 

(6) very irregular, often missed 

(7) trending down over the years 

(8) highest count ever and has been trending upward 

(9) normally we find a few but was missed in 2012 too, probably due to 
late census dates 

(10) new high count  

(11) rare find but have had them several times before but when the 
census dates were a week earlier 

Dwight Chasar has been Volunteer for CVNP since 
1985 and leading public bird walks there for over 20 
years.  The 2013 spring and fall censuses make the 22nd  
year he has organized them.

Dwight was a Regional Coordinator for the 2006-11 
OBBA II, is a past president of  the Kirtland Bird Club, 
and gives frequent talks on birds, birding, birding history, 
and birding trips.  He and his wife Ann also manage to get 
out into the field for their own enjoyment as well!




