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Many record-high temperatures
were set in early and mid-August
and in late October, and a few in
November. Scattered record-lows
occurred around the end of August,
the end of September, and the middle
of October. None of the records,
however, deviated much from the
previous highs and lows. Rainfall was
a different story: much heavier than
normal rains across the north-central
part of the state during the third
week of August resulted in some new
daily records that were triple the old
ones. Similar rains in the Ohio Valley
during the second week of September
produced at least one record that
was five times the previous high for
the day. October saw heavy rains,
up to triple the normal amount, in
the western two-thirds of the state.
Rainfall otherwise was about normal
or moderately lower than usual. The
only snow was an overnight fall of
up to two inches in the far northeast
corner of the state (records gleaned
from http://www.weather.gov and
http://www.extremeweather.com).

This year’s migration appeared
normal, if the term can be applied
to such a variable phenomenon.
Most species arrived or departed at
the expected times and in expected
numbers. However, see the accounts
for American White Pelican, American

Avocet, the three phalaropes, Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher, and Red-breasted
Nuthatch for some notable exceptions
to the general pattern.

Waterfowl observations were
greatly expanded this year by a
series of Lake Erie survey flights
conducted by the Division of Wildlife.
Phenomenal counts were obtained
of several species, such as Redhead,
scaup, Common Loon, and Double-
crested Cormorant.

The 2008 shorebird bonanza was
not repeated because the wetland near
Bellevue that flooded then did not
flood again. Nevertheless, respectable
numbers of all the expected species
were found. The Conneaut flats,
Hoover Reservoir, the south beach of
East Fork Lake, Pickerel Creek Wildlife
Area, and the state fish hatchery at
Grand Lake St. Marys remain reliable
sites for seeing these migrants.

Warbler sightings were numerous
and widespread, though few extremes
were noted. The much-sought Le
Conte’s and Nelson’s sparrows were
thick along Mentor Marsh’s Wake
Robin Trail, where Phragmites had
been cut back to allow bird-friendly
vegetation to grow. Fall sightings
of winter finches were at low ebb
following the invasion of 2008-2009.

The sightings described in the
Species Accounts are drawn from
three sources. First are the many
reports provided directly to 7he Ohio
Cardinal; these range from notes about
a few unusual sightings to Microsoft
Excel files containing the observer’s
entire record of the four months.

The second source is the state listserv,
“Ohio-birds” (http://birdingonthe.
net/mailinglists/ OHIO.html); postings
there tend to emphasize the more
highly sought species and so are mined
primarily for those data. The third
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source is eBird (http://ebird.org). A
complete “dump” of all entries for
the season yielded almost 69,000
individual records. Fortunately, this
dataset is an Excel file and can easily
be sorted to find early and late dates,
maximum numbers, and other data.

Ohio’s birds can be divided
into two categories, Core List and
Review List species. Coore species
are, in practical terms, those that
occur annually or once did. Review
species are found less than annually,
or their annual occurrence has only
been for a few recent years. The
Ohio Bird Records Committee
(OBRC) maintains these lists and is
the repository of the documentation
supporting them.

All but 12 of Ohio’s 295 “core”
species were reported, 50% more
“misses” than in fall 2008.

Nineteen review species were reported,
six more than last year. One of them,
Ruddy Shelduck, is undoubtedly

an escapee or hatchery release. It is
included because it 1s a curiosity, but
its status could change within the
state. Trumpeter Swan is included
because, despite the fact that they
breed in the state, there are as yet

no documented occurrences of truly
wild birds in Ohio since introduction
efforts began in the midwestern
states. Review species’ names are
underlined in the species accounts.
Reports whose documentation has
been accepted by the OBRC include
the names of the observers; those

for which no documentation was
submitted or whose documentation
was not considered sufficient are listed
anonymously.

No documentation was submitted
to the OBRC for seven of the review
species listed. The committee urges
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birders to report all sightings of
Review List species, of Core List
species found at unusual times,

of nesting by birds previously not
known to nest in the state, and of
course sightings of birds never before
found in Ohio. Information on how
to document rarities is available at
http://www.ohiobirds.org/records/
documentation.php.

Taxonomic order and
nomenclature are those of the Check-
Lust of North American Birds, 7th Edition
(1998) as updated through the 50th
Supplement (2009). This document
1s published by the North American
Classification Committee of the
American Ornithologists’ Union and
is available at http://www.aou.org/
checklist/north/print.php. County
names are in bold italics. Shortened
names and a few sets of initials are
used for locations and for three
organizations that occur repeatedly;
these abbreviations are listed below.
The term “fide” is used in some
citations; it means “in trust of” and 1is
used where the reporter was not the
observer.

Big Island = Big Island Wildlife Area,
Marion

BSBO = Black Swamp Bird
Observatory

BRAS = Black River Audubon Society

Buck Creek = Buck Creek State Park,
Clark

Caesar Creek = Caesar Creek State
Park, Warren

Cedar Point = Cedar Point National
Wildlife Refuge, Lucas

Clear Fork = Clear Fork Reservoir,
Morrow and Richland

Conneaut = the mudflats to the west
of Conneaut Harbor, Ashtabula

CVNP = Cuyahoga Valley National
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Park, Summit and Cuyahoga

East Fork = Fast Fork State Park,
Clermont

Headlands = Headlands Dunes State
Nature Preserve, Headlands Beach
State Park, and adjoining waters,
Lake

Hueston Woods = Hueston Woods
State Park including Acton Lake,
Butler and Preble

Killbuck Marsh = Killbuck Marsh
Wildlife Area, Wayne and
Holmes

Killdeer Plains = Killdeer Plains
Wildlife Area, Wyandot

Magee = Magee Marsh Wildlife Area,
Ottawa and Lucas

Miami Whitewater = Miami
Whitewater Forest, Hamilton

Mill Creek = Mill Creek Wildlife
Sanctuary, Mahoning

m. obs. = multiple observers

Navarre = Navarre Marsh Unit of
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge,
Ottawa

OBBA II = Ohio Breeding Bird Adas II

ONWR = Ottawa National Wildlife
Refuge, Lucas and Ottawa

OWU = Ohio Wesleyan University,
Delaware

Pickerel Creek = Pickerel Creek
Wildlife Area, Sandusky

Pipe Creek = Pipe Creck Wildlife
Area, Erie

Rocky Fork = Rocky Fork State Park,
Highland

Shawnee Lookout = Shawnee
Lookout County Park, Hamailton

Springville Marsh = Springville Marsh
State Nature Preserver, Seneca

Willow Point = Willow Point Wildlife
Area, Ottawa

Winous Point = Winous Point
Shooting Club, Ottawa
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Greater White-fronted Goose:
Single birds were seen in Wellington,
Lorain, on 25 Oct (Clyde Witt) and at
the Hoover Reservoir dam, Franklin,
on 10 Nov (Ruth Richards).

Snow Goose: The carliest report was
of one seen 31 Aug in Millersburg,
Holmes (Bruce Glick); small numbers
were reported through the end of the
period from several other counties in
the northern half of the state. The
high count was 45, mostly the blue
morph, at Headlands on 05 Nov (Jerry
Talkington).

Ross’s Goose: One was seen at
Pickerington Ponds on several dates
between 16 and 25 Oct (Dave Slager,
Ben Warner). One was at Mount
Gilead State Park, Morrow on 01
Nov (Earl Boehm) and two (one of
which was the blue morph) were

at Seneca Lake, Noble, on 08 Nov
(Thais and Drue Tepper).

Brant: One stayed at Conneaut 23
Sep to 06 Oct and four were there 15
Oct (Craig Holt, Mark Vass). Gabe
Leidy saw one fly past the mouth of
the Huron River, Erie, on 10 Oct
and Jerry Talkington found five at
Headlands on 25 Oct.

Cackling Goose: I'ive ‘Richardson’s’
were at Conneaut on 08 Oct (Craig
Holt). A single bird consorted with
Canada Geese in Findlay, Hancock,
on 23 Oct (Dave Vander Pluym); eight
were at Kauser Wetland, Paulding,
on 31 Oct (Doug and Micki Dunakin);
and one was in Perrysburg, Wood, on
28 Oct and 04 Nov (Claire Britton).

Canada Goose: Scveral counts from
areas adjoining Lake Erie exceeded
500, and the high was 1,350 along the
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Port Clinton beachfront on 04 Nov
(Kenn Kaufman). There were many
reports of smaller numbers from over
60 inland counties.

Mute Swan: These were found in
scattered locations throughout the
period. The highest count was 10, at
Lake Logan State Park, Hocking, on
several dates (Todd Deal) and Metzger
Marsh on 16 Oct (Kenn Kaufman).

Trumpeter Swan: Most of the
sightings were in the western Lake Erie
marshes; the ONWR banding teams
found two to four almost daily from
mid-Aug through Sep (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.), and 37 were counted during
the 04 Oct census (fide Aaron Bartley).
Inland, single birds were seen 10 Oct
and 29 Nov in Wayne (Su Snyder)
and several were at Killdeer Plains on
14 Nov (Craig Caldwell). There are,
as yet, no documented occurrences
of wild Trumpeter Swans in Ohio
since introduction efforts began in the
midwestern states.

Tundra Swan: The carliest reports
of these migrants were on 01 Nov: the
ONWR census counted 60 (fide Aaron
Bartley) and Chris Decker found 14
at Silver Creek Metro Park, Medina.
Flocks were seen in the northern half
of the state through the end of the
period, with a high count of 1,200 in
Sandusky Bay near the Ceedar Point
Amusement Park, Erie, on 22 Nov
(Rob and Sandy Harlan).

Ruddy Shelduck: One that almost
surely had escaped from an aviary but
1s of interest nonetheless was reported
20, 22, and 30 Aug from Big Island,
and what is assumed to be the same
bird was reported 03, 08, and 14 Nov
from Killdeer Plains (m. obs.).
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Wood Duck: These were reported
from over 40 counties. They were seen
throughout the period and the high
count was 174 on the 24 Oct census at
Cedar Point (Elliot Tramer).

Gadwall: This species was reported
beginning 10 Sep at Conneaut (Clyde
Witt); the high count was 1,230, also
on the 24 Oct census at Cedar Point
(Elliot Tramer).

American Wigeon: The carliest
report was of one at Conneaut on 02
Aug (Mark Vass) and they were seen
through the end of the period. The
high count was 500 on the 01 Nov
ONWR census (fide Aaron Bartley).

American Black Duck: With 25
counties represented, a few were
reported in Aug and moderate
numbers from Sep to the end of the
period. The high count was 143 at
Cedar Point on 24 Oct (Elliot Tramer).

Mallard: This species was seen
throughout the state and period.

The western Lake Erie marshes had
several counts of 1,000 to 2,000 in
Oct (m. obs.) and Winous Point held
an estimated 3,000 on 11 Oct (Tom
Bartlett and Shane Roberts). Inland,
Pickerington Ponds had up to 300 on
several dates in Oct (Dave Slager) and
more than 500 were at Winton Woods
County Park, Hamilton, on 25 Oct
(Kirk Westendorf).

[American Black Duck x
Mallard]: There were 10 reports of
one or two individuals of this hybrid in

Oct and Nov.

Blue-winged Teal: A sighting of 70
at Pickerel Creek on 15 Aug was an
early high number (Doug Overacker).

Tom Bartlett and Shane Roberts
found 350 at Winous Point on 30 Sep
and 11 Oct. Smaller numbers were
reported from nearly 30 other widely
distributed counties.

Northern Shoveler: Small numbers
were found throughout the state,
starting with four at Conneaut on 19
Aug (fide BRAS). The largest flocks
were of 44 in Hancock on 28 Sep
(Betty Hardesty) and 60 at Mosquito
Lake, Trumbull, on 01 Nov (Craig
Holt).

Northern Pintail: Small numbers
were reported from 17 counties.
Magee Marsh held 220 on 20 Sep
(Kenn Kaufman) and a phenomenal
527 were counted at Cedar Point on
24 Oct (Elliot Tramer).

Green-winged Teal: The carliest
report was of two at Conneaut on

08 Aug (Craig Holt). Approximately
125 were at Sandy Ridge Metropark,
Lorain, on 20 Sep (Rob and Sandy
Harlan); and Bill Jones found 150 to
250 at Mill Creek during several Oct
visits; and the 01 Nov ONWR census
counted 205 (fide Aaron Bartley). They
were reported from more than 30
other counties as well.

Canvasback: The few reported
directly to The Ohio Cardinal were one
at Navarre on 18 Oct (BSBO); three
at Wellington Reservoir, Lorain, on
01 Nov (Su Snyder); 16 in Hancock
on 28 Nov (Betty Hardesty); and one
at Berlin Reservoir, Mahoning, on
30 Nov (Craig Holt). A flock of 38 at
Bressler Reservoir, Allen, on 18 Oct,
was among those posted on the state
listserv (Rick Asamoto). Five hundred
were counted on the 23 and 24 Nov
Lake Erie aerial survey (Keith Lott).
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Redhead: The carliest was a single
bird at Big Island on 30 Aug (Megan
Shoemaker); the next reports were
from Hancock on 28 Sep (m. obs.).
Small numbers were reported from

a few other counties through the end
of the period. More than 1,300 were
counted on Lake Erie during the 23
and 24 Nov aerial survey (Keith Lott).
A single flock of approximately 150
was seen 30 Nov at Crooked Run State
Park, Brown (Suzanne Clingman).

Ring-necked Duck: Leo Deininger
reported one was present at Shaker
Lakes, Cuyahoga, *...all summer
until 16 Sept!” Up to eight were seen
at the Sewage Lagoons, Paulding,
from 20 Aug through Sep (Doug and
Micki Dunakin). They were widely
reported statewide in moderate
numbers through the end of the
period. The high count of 624, at
Cedar Point, was on 24 Oct (Elliot
Tramer), and the highest count
away from Lake Erie was over 300
in Winton Woods County Park,
Hamilton, on 07 Nov (Jay and Jack
Stenger).

Greater Scaup: The earliest was
on Findlay Reservoir, Hancock, on
17 Oct (Lauren Harter). There were
a few other Oct and Nov sightings of
one or two birds, and eight were at
Mosquito Lake, Mahoning, on 25
Nov (Craig Holt).

Lesser Scaup: This species was first
reported 06 Sep at the Grand Lake

St. Marys hatchery, Auglaize (Chris
and Ben Bowers); the next reports
were from Conneaut and ONWR on
04 Oct (m. obs.). They were seen in
numbers up to about 50 in 25 counties
through the end of the period.
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scaup sp.: Comprehensive surveys of
Lake Erie, begun this year, found very
large flocks of waterfowl out of sight
of land. An example is the 75,000
scaup estimated in Maumee Bay on

24 Nov (Keith Lott). It is of course
impossible to identify these scaup to
species level from a moving plane.

Harlequin Duck: Jerry Talkington
saw a single bird on 01, 03, and 05
Nov at Headlands.

Surf Scoter: One was found on

08 Oct at Bressler Reservoir, Allen
(Rick Asamoto). Small numbers

were reported from several Lake Erie
vantage points in Nov; the high was
nine in Cuyahoga on 20 Nov (Clyde
Witt). Other inland records come from
Mosquito Lake, Trumbull, on 01
and 25 Nov (Craig Holt); Millersburg,
Holmes, on 06 Nov (Diane Van
Schoyck); and Wellington Reservoir,
Lorain, on 16 Nov (Su Snyder).

White-winged Scoter: The first was
seen at Conneaut on 15 Oct (Craig
Holt). One was near the Cuyahoga
shore on BSBO’s 08 Nov inaugural
Lake Erie pelagic cruise (John
Pogacnik, m. obs.). Other single birds
were seen at Sims Park, Cuyahoga,
on 17 and 28 Nov (Nancy Anderson)
and three were at the Eastlake power
plant, Lake, on 28 Nov (Gabe Leidy
and Emil Bacik).

Black Scoter: Sightings were
regular throughout Nov at Sims Park,
Cuyahoga, with a high count there
of 18 on 21 Nov (Nancy Anderson,
m. obs.). Small numbers were also
seen at Ashtabula, Lake, and other
Cuyahoga sites. Inland reports came
from Pine Lake, Mahoning, on 05
Nov, Berlin Reservoir, Portage, on
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30 Nov (both Craig Holt), and Bresler
Reservoir, Allen, on 22 Nov (Rick
Asamoto).

Long-tailed Duck: A male and
female were at Sims Park, Cuyahoga,
on 14 Nov (Nancy Anderson). Three
flew past Lakeshore Reservation,
Lake, on 27 Nov (John Pogacnik) and
four were at the Eastlake power plant,
Lake, on 28 Nov (Gabe Leidy and
Emil Bacik). The 27 and 29 Oct aerial
survey found 31 on Lake Erie (Keith
Lott).

Bufflehead: One seen at Mercer
Wildlife Area, Mercer (Chris and Ben
Bowers) and two at Stokely Ponds,
Paulding, on 20 Aug (Doug and
Micki Dunakin) might have summered
in those places. Migrants were seen
from 25 Oct at Wellington Reservoir,
Lorain (Clyde Witt), and through the
end of the period at multiple sites. The
high count was 416 on the 21 Nov
Kelleys’ Island census (Tom and Paula
Bartlett).

Common Goldeneye: The carliest
were two at Nesmith Lake, Summit,
on 04 Nov (Gregory Bennett), and the
high count was 41 at Kelleys’ Island
on 21 Nov (Tom and Paula Bartlett).
Single birds were seen further inland,
in Richland on 19 Nov (Su Snyder)
and Franklin on 21 Nov (Dave
Slager).

Hooded Merganser: The few seen
at Pickerel Creek and ONWR in Aug
were probably breeders; the one at
Conneaut during that period is more
of a question mark (m. obs.). Migrants
were seen in almost 30 widely
separated counties starting in early
October; the high count was 150 in
Trumbull on 14 Nov (Clyde Witt).

Common Merganser: One at
Findlay Reservoir, Hancock, on 11
Aug could have been a non-breeding
summer holdover (Betty Hardesty).
The earliest migrants, a flock of 27,
flew over Conneaut on 22 Aug (Tim
Lenz, m. obs.). Small numbers were
reported from September to the

end of the period from those same
sites and four other counties (m.
obs.). The three seen on the Ohio
River from Clermont on 19 Noy,
although officially in Kentucky, are
the only ones reported from the south
(Deborah Hausrauth).

Red-breasted Merganser: The
carliest report was of a single bird at
Conneaut on 30 Sep (Craig Holt).
Numbers built through Oct to the
high count of 5,000 on both the 15
Nov Lake Erie cruise (m. obs.) and

on 19 Nov at Wildwood, Cuyahoga
(David Kriska, m. obs.) They were also
reported from 16 other counties as far
south as Clermont.

Ruddy Duck: This species was
reported from 28 counties throughout
the state. The earliest report was

of seven at Clear Fork Reservoir,
Richland, on 11 Oct (John Herman).
The high count was approximately
2,500 at Bresler Reservoir, Allen, on
14 Nov (Andy Sewell).

Northern Bobwhite: Three reports
were gleaned from eBird: on 02 Aug,
three were seen in Brown (Joshua
Eastlake); one was in Hancock on 14
Sep (Rick Aracil and Lauren Harter);
and one was at Twin Creek Park,
Montgomery, on 25 Sep (John Hull).

Ring-necked Pheasant: One or
two were reported on various Nov
dates in Darke, Fayette, Franklin,
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Greene, Holmes, Mahoning,
Paulding, Portage, Warren, and
Wyandotte (m. obs.). Linda Kurth
saw a group of seven outside Weston,

Wood, on 18 Nov.

Ruffed Grouse: The sole records of
live birds are of one heard drumming
near Trail, Holmes, on 01 Aug
(James F. Yoder) and an eBird report
of one at an Ashtabula farm on 09
Sep (Sean Artman). One was found
dead in Mahoning on 06 Oct (Ben
Morrison).

Wild Turkey: Reported in 34
counties, with dates throughout

the period. Hens with poults were
seen in Hancock (Robert Sams)
and Trumbull (David and Judy
Hochadel), both on 04 Aug. There
were many counts in the teens and a
few exceeded 20; the high count was

40 near Grafton, Lorain, on 18 Nov
(Geoff Winningham).

Red-throated Loon: At least 12
were sighted, all in Nov, in contrast to
only four in the fall of 2008. About
half of the reports were from Lake
Erie (Ashtabula, Cuyahoga, and
Lake, m. obs.), and inland reports
were from as far south as Caesar
Creek, where one was found 19

Nov (Jason Cade). The only count
exceeding three was 13 on the 23 Nov

aerial survey of Lake Erie (Keith Lott).

Common Loon: Reports came
from almost 30 counties throughout
the state. A single bird in breeding
plumage flew past Headlands on 25
Aug (Ray Hannikman); there were
scattered reports in Sep and Oct, but
as usual most of the sightings were

in Nov. Kevin Lott reported 300 on
Lake Erie north of downtown Lorain
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during the 24 Nov aerial survey, and
more than 1,000 total on the lake for
that day and 23 Nov combined. The
high inland count of over 400 was at
Caesar Creek on 19 Nov (Jason Cade).

Pacific Loon: One was reported in

a large flock of Common Loons off
Rocky River Park, Cuyahoga, on 19
Nov. The record was not accepted by
the OBRC because the majority of the
committee believed that the reported
details did not rule out other species.

Pied-billed Grebe: These were
reported from 41 counties, starting
with presumed breeders on 01 Aug in
several locations. Many reports were
from the Lake Erie marshes but most
of the birds were found at inland
sites. The high count was 55 at the
Hardin wetlands on 09 Oct (Randy
Shonkwiler).

Horned Grebe: This species,

like Pied-billed Grebe, was widely
distributed. The earliest report was
of a single bird at Caesar Creek on
29 Sep (Laura Keene). Keith Lott
reported 221 on Lake Erie between
Cleveland and Conneaut on the 05
Nov aerial survey, and the highest
inland count was 36 on 18 Nov at
Alum Creek Reservoir, Delaware
(Bill Shively).

Red-necked Grebe: A single bird
was reported on 14 Nov at Camp
Luther, Ashtabula (Jeffrey Miller).
On 28 Nov, one was at Pleasant Hill
Lake, Richland (Gary Cowell and
Su Snyder) and two at Cowan Lake,
Clinton (Bob Powell). There were
solo sightings on Lake Erie near
Conneaut on several Nov dates, so it
is hard to know how many individuals
were actually seen.
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Eared Grebe: Two birds were seen
at Bressler Reservoir, Allen, on five
dates between 18 Oct and 22 Nov
(Rick Asamoto).

Aechmophorus sp.: An individual
of this genus was reported at Lake
Rockwell, Portage, on 26 Nov (Karin
Tanquist and Pat McCoy). The
observers were unable to determine
whether it was a Western or Clark’s
Grebe, and their documentation was
accepted by the OBRC at the genus
level.

American White Pelican: In
contrast to 2008’s multiple reports,
only one was seen this year. This bird,
reported 21 Aug at Grand Lake St.
Mary’s, Mercer, was apparently a
straggler from the six reported there
in Aug, 2008, as at least one had
been seen intermittently during the
intervening year (Jill Bowers).

Double-crested Cormorant:
These were reported in small numbers
statewide throughout the period.
The highest counts by land-bound
observers were 753 on the 21 Nov
Kelleys’ Island survey (Tom and
Paula Bartlett) and approximately
1,700 flying southward over the City
of Delaware water treatment plant,
Delaware, on 17 Oct (Bill Shively).
The aerial Lake Erie survey counted
over 11,000 between Toledo and
Cleveland on 14 Oct (Keith Lott).

American Bittern: The three
sightings reported directly to 7he

Ohw Cardinal were of single birds 02
Sep at Mentor Lagoons, Lake (Ray
Hannikman and Jerry Talkington); 27
Sep at Ellis Lake Wetlands, Warren
(Mike Busam); and 27 Oct along

the Wake Robin Trail, Lake (Jerry

Talkington and Suzanne Wagner).
Sightings from other sources included
one at each of ONWR on 02 Aug
(Ed Pierce, m. obs.); Highbanks
Metro Park, Delaware, on 29 Aug
(Matt Brooker); ONWR on 12 Sep
(Claire Britton); a Geauga yard on

28 Sep (Inga Schmidt); and in western
Richland on 17 Oct and 22 Nov
(Albert L. Troyer).

Least Bittern: Two were found

02 Aug in ONWR (Ed Pierce, m.

obs.). Single birds were at Ira Road

in CVNP on 03 Aug (Tom and Mary
Ann Romito), at Cedar Point on 25
Aug (Elliot Tramer), and in Delaware
on 27 Aug (Al La Sala). At least one
was often seen at Conneaut from mid-

Jul to 19 Aug (Craig Holt, m. obs.).

Great Blue Heron: These were
reported statewide throughout the
period. Most reports were of five or
fewer birds, though there were many
counts in double digits. The high
count was 123 on 19 Sep ONWR
census (fide Aaron Bartley).

Great Egret: This species was widely
reported from the beginning of the
period through Oct, with a few Nov
sightings. More than 800 were counted
on the 11 Aug ONWR survey (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.).

Snowy Egret: Almost all of the
sightings were in the lakeside marshes
of Erie, Lucas, Ottawa, and
Sandusky. The high count of 30 was
at ONWR on 11 Aug (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.). Two were seen in Winton
Woods County Park, Hamilton, on
27 Sep (John Marvin) and one was at
Shawnee Lookout on the same date
(Joe Kappa). The last was seen near
the ONWR Visitor Center on 13 Oct
(Randy Shonkwiler).



The Ohio Cardinal, Fall 2009 & Winter 2009-2010

Little Blue Heron: Single immature
birds were seen 12 Aug at Lake Logan,
Hocking (James Iry); 15 Aug at
ONWR (Doug Overacker); 24 Aug

at Pickerington Ponds (Su Snyder);
and 29 Aug at Three Crecks Metro
Park, Franklin (Dave Slager). The
Lake Logan bird was seen repeatedly
until 11 Sep, on which date two were
present (m. obs.). There were several
sightings at Pickerel Creek in Aug and
Sep, and an adult was seen at Three
Creeks Metro Park, Franklin, on

13 Sep (Kim and Ed Dolgin). The
only count exceeding one was of

five at ONWR on 06 Aug (Charles
Crawford).

Cattle Egret: Gabe Leidy and Emil
Bacik watched eight leave the Turning
Point Island roost, Erie, at dawn on
21 Aug Three were in Sandusky

on 24 Aug (Su Snyder). Singles were
found in Harrison, Knox, Lake,
Montgomery, and Richland (m.
obs.) until the last in Holmes on 20
Nov (Paul Hershberger).

Green Heron: These were reported
in 38 widely distributed counties. Most
reports were of one or two birds, but
Laura Keene found 20 at Englewood
Preserve, Montgomery, on 08 Aug
and Bill Jones found the same number
at Mill Creek on 21 Aug. The latest
was 08 Nov at the Cleveland Flats,
Cuyahoga (Wes Hatch).

Black-crowned Night-Heron:
Most of the reports were of multiple
birds. Two to four were present from
mid-Aug to mid-Sep at Mill Creek (Bill
Jones), and Craig Holt said they were,
“...a constant presence at Conneaut
8/27-11/10”. The high count of 20 at
ONWR on 14 Aug (Kenn Kaufman),
and reports came from ten counties in
addition to the three noted.
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Black Vulture: As would be
expected, almost all of the reports
were from the southern half of the
state. Butler, Clermont, Hamilton,
Preble, and Warren cach had
several sightings, and one or two
reports came from 13 other counties.
The small northeastern population
was represented by four in Mohican
State Forest, Ashland, on 09 Sep
(Gary Cowell) plus several sightings
in Holmes (m. obs.). The high count
was 70 at a roost in Hueston Woods
on 27 Nov (Jay Stenger, m. obs.).

Turkey Vulture: This species was
reported from almost 70 counties.
Seventy-five presumed residents were
at Hoover Reservoir, Franklin, on
22 Aug (Dave Slager). Migration
produced much larger numbers.
Elliot Tramer wrote about Lucas, ‘A
stupendous flight took place over the
Toledo area on October 15. It was a
miserable, drizzly, cold day with a low
cloud ceiling — hardly good weather
for a raptor flight, or so I thought.

I counted 1,287 vultures with very
limited viewing time... [and] Steve
Stockford counted over 3,000 at

Oak Openings Preserve Metropark
(OOPM) that day.”

Osprey: Reports were too plentiful to
detail all of them, good news for those
who remember the Osprey’s plight
during the DDT period. Most of the
sightings, which were from 34 widely-
dispersed counties, were of one or two
birds, but a few larger concentrations
were reported. For instance, Ken
Ostermiller saw six at Pickerington
Ponds on 01 Aug; Bob Herp noted an
apparent family of five in Parkman,
Geauga, on 02 Aug; and Jay Stenger’s
party saw six at Shawnee Lookout

on 04 Oct. The latest report was of
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one at the Upper Sandusky Reservorr,
Wyandot, on 21 Nov (Josh Muchow),
three weeks after the penultimate
season sighting.

Mississippi Kite: Gerry Klug
reported seeing one flying over Toledo,
Lucas, on 30 Oct. The OBRC
accepted the record from his detailed
description of the event.

Bald Eagle: Almost 40 counties were
noted in the reports, with seemingly
every major body of water hosting
one or more birds. As expected, the
counties near Lake Erie were well
represented, but a surprise was the
high numbers at Conneaut. Nine were
present there on 21 Aug (Craig Holt)
and this count equaled the highest
from the western Lake Erie marshes.
Inland Ohio was also included, with
sightings, for example, in Clinton,
Franklin, Hamilton, Paulding,
and Wayne.

Northern Harrier: This rare nester
was reported 01 Aug from Richland
(Carl Ball). Reports of one or two
birds were scattered throughout

the state from mid-Aug to the end

of the period. The high count was
seven seen on 30 Aug at the Hardin
wetlands (Richard Counts); this seems
carly for that area’s typical wintering
concentration.

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One or

two were reported in 30 counties.
Although the Aug and early Sep
sightings probably included resident
birds, the high count of seven at
Gorman Nature Center, Richland,
on 11 Oct (Gary Cowell) and the latest
report, near Lebanon, Warren, on

27 Nov (René and Bill Layne-Magill)
more likely represented migrants.

Cooper’s Hawk: This species was
widespread and found in suburban
areas as well as in wilder places. Al La
Sala discovered recently fledged young
in southern Delaware on 09 Aug,
The high count was 12 at Gorman
Nature Center, Richland, on 11 Oct
(Gary Cowell).

Northern Goshawk: A sighting in
the Aullwood area, Montgomery,
on 05 Oct was earlier than usual (fide
Ed and Bev Neubauer), whereas 14
Nov was a more typical date for the
bird that Jeffrey Miller’s group saw at
Conneaut.

Red-shouldered Hawk: Craig
Holt noted that immature birds
found during Aug in Ashtabula and
Mahoning were “signs of nesting
success in far NE Ohio.” They were
reported from 24 other counties. The
nine in CVNP on 12 Sep (Dwight
Chasar, m. obs.) and the five at
Caesar Creek on 13 Sep (Jason and
Neill Cade) probably included some
migrants.

Broad-winged Hawk: The
sightings of this species were nearly
all, as expected, in Aug and Sep, with
a few to mid-Oct. Mid-Sep 1s its peak
migration time at this latitude, so the
604 that Elliot Tramer counted in 45
minutes at Oak Openings, Lucas, on
16 Sep were right on schedule. The
single bird at Buck Creek on 08 Nov
was very late (Doug Overacker).

Red-tailed Hawk: The 67 counties
from which these were reported span
the state. There were six Aug reports
of “flightless young” submitted to

the Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas IT (fide
Matthew Shumar); that category
includes fledged young still dependent
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on their parents. Most reports were

of one or two birds, but the 13 seen
on 04 Oct at Shawnee Lookout,
Hamilton, is an impressive number
for a relatively small arca (Jay Stenger,
m. obs.). The 12 Sep CVNP census
found 20 (Dwight Chasar, m. obs.),
and a hawk-watching trio near Walnut
Creek, Holmes, counted 42 on 01
Nov (Leon Miller, m. obs.).

Rough-legged Hawk: Three
sightings were reported directly to

The Ohio Cardinal: birds were found in
Hamilton on 15 Nov (Dan Striley),
in Summit on 17 Nov (Dwight and
Ann Chasar), and in Highland on 22
Nov (Dave Slager). At least 10 more
were submitted to 7he Bobolink and
eBird, from which the earliest sighting
and high counts were gleaned. These
were, respectively, one bird near
Walnut Creek, Holmes, on 11 Oct
(James F. Yoder and Mark Yoder) and
four in Geauga on 29 Nov (Matthew
Valencic).

Golden Eagle: Eight reports came
from The Bobolink, eBird, and the state
listserv. Carl Ball saw one in Ottawa
on 10 Oct, no doubt southbound,
and Cheryl Harner saw one at the
Charleston Falls Preserve, Miami, on
28 Nov. One was seen in Holmes on
cach of 18 Oct and 01 Nov (Michael
Hershberger and Allen Hershberger)
and two were southbound in
Tuscarawas on 20 Oct (Hallie
Mason). Two sightings at The Wilds,
Muskingum, were probably the
same bird; one was 27 Nov (Scott
Albaugh) and the other 29 Nov (Craig
Moore).

American Kestrel: There were
reports throughout the state during
the period, perhaps evidence of a
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slight increase in their population.
One was noted regularly at Armleder
Park, Hamilton (m. obs.). Craig Holt
noted six in three Ashtabula townships
in August, which he hopes indicates
breeding success. Some other high
counts were five at Funk Bottoms,
Wayne, on 02 Sep (Su Snyder) and
five at Killdeer Plains on 14 Nov
(Doug Overacker); the latter were
likely settling in for the winter.

Merlin: This species was
widespread, being reported from 23
counties. The earliest was a pair at
Holden Arboretum, Lake, on 15
Aug (Haans Petruschke), and the
number of sightings increased into
Nov. Cemeteries in Cuyahoga,
Hamilton, and Trumbull hosted
them beginning in early Oct (m. obs.).

Peregrine Falcon: Urban and
suburban residents were noted in
several counties throughout the period
(m. obs.). More rural Sandy Ridge
Metropark, Lorain, and the Boston
area of CVNP also had sightings in all
four months (m. obs.) Many northern
counties had sightings of one or two
starting in Sep, though Preble and
Clermont were also represented.

Yellow Rail: One was first seen 19
Oct at the farm of Tim Hochstetler,
Holmes. Dan Sanders first publicized
it on the state listserv two days later,
and on 22 Oct Gabe Leidy obtained
an excellent photograph that, with his
accompanying detailed report, made
it easy for the OBRC to accept the
record. Unfortunately, the bird had
lost a leg during hay mowing, though
it appeared to be coping with the
injury. Gabe’s sighting seems to have
been the last.
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King Rail: Single birds were seen
at Winous Point on 20 Aug (Robert
Sams) and Navarre on 24 Aug
(BSBO).

Virginia Rail: These were seen on
03 Aug at Killbuck Marsh and 03 Oct
at Headlands (both Dave Slager and
Ben Warner). BSBO had multiple
sightings at Navarre in Aug and Sep.
Brad Sparks found three along the
Mentor Marsh Wake Robin Trail,
Lake, on 17 Oct, and the last report
was of one at Ira Road in CVNP on
02 Nov (Tom and Mary Ann Romito).

Sora: Up to five birds were regular at
Conneaut in August (Craig Holt, m.
obs.) and one was seen at Mill Creek
on many dates into Sep (Bill Jones).
There were single sightings in six other
counties, and the latest were on 03 Oct
at widely separated Mentor Marsh,
Lake (Chris Pierce), and Fernald
Nature Preserve, Hamilton (John
Marvin).

Due to an unfortunate encounter while its Walnut
Creeck, Holmes, field was being mowed, this
Yellow Rail lost a leg. The bird was seen_for
several days, including on 21 Oct, when Gabe
Leidy obtained this close photograph.

Common Moorhen: A family of
both parents and four recently fledged
young graced Killbuck Marsh on 03
Aug (Dave Slager). Up to four were
seen several times at ONWR between
06 Aug and 23 Sep (m. obs.), and
Killdeer Plains and Big Island also
had multiple Sep sightings. The latest
report, by a wide margin, was of

one near Killbuck Marsh on 06 Nov
(Bruce Glick).

American Coot: These were
reported from almost 40 counties
throughout glaciated Ohio; sightings
spanned the whole reporting period.
Sites in Clark and Mahoning

had 100 to 200 on several days.
Approximately 1,200 were counted 24
Oct at Cedar Point (Elliot Tramer) and
on 16 Nov at Wellington Reservorr,
Lorain (Su Snyder), and the high
count of 1,650 was at Rocky Fork
Lake, Highland, on 21 Nov (Robert

Foppe).

Sandhill Crane: The few sightings
reported directly to The Ohw Cardinal
included the earliest and latest. The 24
that Su Snyder found on Prairie Lane,
Wayne, on 02 Aug included the local
nesting pair, and the 110 she counted
flying over Funk Bottoms, Wayne, on
28 Nov was only two fewer than last
year’s high count at that site. Fourteen
other counties were represented

in reports to eBird and the state
listserv. These included two adults
and a juvenile at Aquilla Wildlife
Area, Geauga, on 02 Aug (Andrew
Morrison) and the period’s high count
of 207 along the Great Miami River
near Middletown, Butler, on 27 Nov
(Ben Britton).

Black-bellied Plover: The carliest

record was from Conneaut, a single
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bird on 02 Aug (Craig Holt, Mark
Vass). Up to eight birds were found
during that period in 13 other
counties. The high count was 16,

on the 11 Aug ONWR survey (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.), and the latest report
was of seven on the 01 Nov ONWR
census (fide Aaron Bartley).

American Golden-Plover: The first
report was from ONWR on 14 Aug
(Kenn Kaufman) and the last was of
five in Perrysburg, Wood, on 28 Oct
(Claire Sutton). The high count was

27 at Funk Bottoms Wildlife Area,
Wayne, on 06 Sep (Ken Ostermiller);
they were seen there on many dates
between 15 Aug and 03 Oct (m. obs.).

Semipalmated Plover: These were
reported from 25 counties from 01
Aug at Pickerel Creek (m. obs.) to 02
Nov at Magee Marsh (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.). Tom’s survey group also had
the high count of 45, at ONWR on
11 Sep.

Piping Plover: Matthew Studebaker
found one at Conneaut on 22 Aug.
Laura Keene quickly posted the
sighting and her photographs, but

the bird was not seen after 23 Aug
The record has been accepted by the
OBRC.

Killdeer: This species was reported
nearly everywhere that boasted
mudflats or short grass; more than 60
counties were included and sightings
spanned the reporting period. Some
high counts include 400 to 500 at
Englewood Preserve, Montgomery,
on several Aug dates (m. obs.); over
1,000 at Funk Bottoms on 15 Aug
(James F. Yoder); and 250 at Buck
Creek on 18 Oct (Doug Overacker).

American Avocet: This year’s 32
sightings stand in great contrast to

the four in 2008, which were all in
Lake and Ashtabula. Conneaut

did have one or two on several dates
between 01 Aug and 18 Sep (m. obs.),
and other northern sites included
Maumee Bay State Park, Lucas, on
27 Aug (Darlene Friedman); ONWR
on several Aug dates (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.); and Winous Point in Sep
and Oct (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). They
were also found as far from Lake Erie
as Acton Lake in Hueston Woods on
03 Sep (Laura Keene, m. obs.); Caesar
Creek on 21 Sep (Rick Asamoto); and
the three at the new Grange Insurance
Audubon Center, Franklin, on 26
and 27 Sep (m. obs.). Three at Clear
Fork Reservoir on 03 Aug were only
the second Richland record of the
species (Gary Cowell, Jr., m. obs.).

More American Avocets were reported in Ohio this fall than in previous years, and records came from
throughout the state. Conneaut, Ashtabula, hosted these four individuals on 19 Aug (photographed by
Ethan Kistler), and the peak count here was 20 individuals a_few weeks later.
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The high count was 20 at Conneaut
on 07 Sep (Chris Pierce) and the latest
appearance was 01 Nov at Mosquito
Lake (Craig Holt).

Spotted Sandpiper: The reports
were spread among more than 30
counties, from the 22 individuals found
at Cowan Lake, Clinton, on 02 Aug
(Larry Gara) to one at the Grand Lake
St. Marys hatchery, Auglaize, on 27
Oct (John Hall). The Cowan Lake
sighting was also the highest count.

Solitary Sandpiper: The carliest
reports were on 01 Aug: There

were 44 at Englewood Reserve,
Montgomery, on 01 Aug (Rick
Asamoto) and small numbers at three
other sites. Englewood had double-
digit numbers on several other dates
(m. obs.), as did Ayers Dairy Farm
and adjoining land near Perrysville,
Ashland (Gary Cowell). Mill Creck
had the last report, of one on 01 Nov,
at ONWR (fide Aaron Bartley).

Greater Yellowlegs: These were
seen through almost the whole period,
with the last report coming from
Conneaut on 23 Nov (Craig Holt).
The high count was 100 at Pickerel
Creek on 26 Aug (Ken Ostermiller)
and, as i1s normal, other western Lake
Erie marshes had sightings as well.
Inland sightings included three in
Englewood, Montgomery, on 02
Aug (Larry Gara); 14 near Shreve,
Wayne, on 24 Oct (Su Snyder);

and one or two at various sites in
Auglaize, Delaware, Franklin,
Hancock, Marion, and Paulding.

Willet: All but one of the reports
were of single birds. Conneaut, which
generally has reliable shorebird habitat
and regular observers, had many

sightings between 02 Aug and 15 Sep
including two birds on 07 Sep (Chris
Pierce, m. obs.). ONWR had reports
on 01 and 18 Aug and 10, 11, and
20 Sep (m. obs.). The only inland
report was from Blanchard Landing,
Hancock, on 04 Aug (Robert Sams).

Lesser Yellowlegs: This species, like
Greater Yellowlegs, was found most
often and in the largest numbers in the
western Lake Erie marshes. ONWR
had 250 on 10 Aug (Tom Bartlett, m.
obs.). Representative inland sightings
include one individual on the Great
Miami River in Fairfield, Butler,

on 13 Sep (Mike Busam and Charlie
Saunders); up to 20 and Englewood
Preserve, Montgomery, until 08 Nov
(m. obs.); and up to 10 at Pickerington
Ponds from Aug until 24 Oct (Dave
Slager, m. obs.). The latest report was
of one at Caesar Creck on 11 Nov
(Bob Powell).

Upland Sandpiper: The first of

the season flew over Funk Bottoms

on 01 Aug (James E. Yoder, m. obs.).
The one found on the 04 Aug ONWR
survey (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.) may
have stayed for the many observers
who reported one there on 15 Aug. At
3:16 a.m. on 30 Aug, Dave Slager’s
automated recorder caught a flight call
over Columbus. Later that same day,
one was on the sand flats of Conneaut,
an unusual habitat for the species
(Gabe Leidy). The latest report was of
one more characteristically in a newly
mown field, in Valley City, Medina,
on 17 Sep (Gabe Leidy).

Whimbrel: The first sighting of the
period was at Buck Creek on 05 Aug
(Rick Asamoto). One was at Conneaut
on 11 Aug (Jerry Talkington and
Suzanne Wagner) and one flew over
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that site on 22 Aug (m. obs.). Clyde
Witt found one there on 11 Sep and
at ONWR on 20 Sep, and one just
to the west of Huron harbor, Erie,
on 19 and 20 Sep was seen by many
who attended the Midwest Birding
Sympostum.

Hudsonian Godwit: One was seen
at Pickerel Creek from 18 to 24 Aug
(m. obs.). The 11 Sep ONWR survey
found two (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.).
On 26 and 27 Oct, one was at the
Grand Lake St. Mary’s fish hatchery,
Auglaize (fide Bill Whan, John Hall),
and two flew past John Pogacnik’s
lakeshore waterbird survey site in
Lake. The latest was at ONWR on 05
Nov (Elliot Tramer).

Marbled Godwit: This species

1s usually more common here than
Hudsonian Godwit, but this fall there
were fewer sightings of the marbled.
One was at Pickerel Creek on 18
Aug (Laura Keene) and two on 21
Aug (Gabe Leidy and Emil Bacik);
one of them could have tarried to

be seen there 01 and 02 Sep (David
Vander Pluym, m. obs.). Winous Point
surveys found one on 21 and 23 Sep
(Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). The last, and
southernmost, report was of two at
Hoover Nature Preserve, Delaware,
on 05 Oct (Charlie Bombaci).

Ruddy Turnstone: Up to 10 were
seen 02 to 29 Aug at Conneaut (m.
obs.); the latest sighting was there, as

well—one bird on 15 Oct (Craig Holt).

Single birds were found at Hueston
Woods on 18 Aug (David Russell),
Caesar Creek on 31 Aug (Frank
Frick), and ONWR on 10 and 11 Sep
(Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). Seven were
at Trish’s Beach, Lorain, on 16 Aug
(Mike Sandy) and four were at Berlin
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Reservoir, Mahoning, on 14 Sep (Ben
Morrison).

Red Knot: Many observers found two
carly juveniles at Pickerel Creck on

24 to 26 Aug One or two individuals
were seen at Conneaut 23 Aug to 12
Sep (m. obs.). Maumee Bay State Park,
Lucas, had one on 01, 06, and 07

Sep (Kenn Kaufman, Rob and Sandy
Harlan, Laura Keene).

Sanderling: This species, too, was
fairly common at Conneaut; it was
seen often between 02 Aug and 10
Oct (m. obs.), with a high count of
22 on 05 Sep (Laura Keene). Far to
the south, Lola Irvin and Terry Hines
saw two juveniles at East Fork on 01
Sep. One was seen 19 and 20 Sep
and 17 and 24 Oct at Buck Creek,
which probably means that two or
three individuals were there (Doug
Overacker). Maumee Bay State Park,
Lucas, hosted the latest, one on 13
Nov (Kenn Kaufman).

Semipalmated Sandpiper: This
species was found at practically all of
the shorebird sites; 29 counties had
sightings. The high count was 400

at Winous Point on 13 Aug (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.) and the latest report
was near Shreve, Wayne, on 05 Nov
(Bruce Glick and Robert Hershberger).

Western Sandpiper: The carliest
was seen 14 Aug at Conneaut (Gary
Cowell), and one was at Pickerel
Creek on two late Aug dates (Kenn
Kaufman, Brad Sparks). One or two
frequented the north end of Hoover
Reservoir between 11 and 14 Sep (m.
obs.) and three were at ONWR on 16
Sep (Kenn Kaufman). The last report
was from ONWR on 22 Sep (fide
Aaron Bartley)
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Little Stint: A possible juvenile of
this species was reported 19 Aug at
Conneaut but could not be relocated
on subsequent days. The OBRC has
not received documentation of this
sighting.

Least Sandpiper: This species was,
as usual, widely reported throughout
the period. The high count of 300
was at ONWR on 11 Aug (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.) and there were many
sightings in other Lake Erie marshes
and at Conneaut. Representative
inland counties with sightings included
Auglaize, Clermont, Darke,
Franklin, Hamilton, Paulding,
Union, and Trumbull.

White-rumped Sandpiper: One or
two individuals were found at ONWR
from 21 Aug to 22 Sep (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.) and at Conneaut from 05 Aug
to 12 Sep (m obs.). Oct sightings were
at Magee Marsh (Tom Bartlett, m.
obs.) and Conneaut (Craig Holt). The
largest count was eight, at Pickerel
Creek on 23 Aug (Andy Sewell). The
latest sighting, which was six weeks
after the next latest, was of six at the
Woods Road Wetland, Darke, on 01
Nov (Regina Schieltz).

Baird’s Sandpiper: One or two
were seen at Conneaut from mid-Aug
to 30 Sep (m. obs.). The high count of
four was at ONWR on 23 Sep (Kenn
Kaufman). The only reports from

the southern half of the state were at
Englewood Preserve, Montgomery,
on 09 Aug (Rick Asamoto) and
Armleder Park, Hamilton, on 05
Oct (Jonathan Frodge and Samantha
Sayre). The one at Magee Marsh on
27 Oct (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.) was the
latest reported.

Pectoral Sandpiper: This species
was widely dispersed, with sightings

in Clermont, Clinton, Marion,
Franklin, Hancock, Montgomery,
Ottawa, and Preble being
representative. High counts included
100 at Pickerel Creek on 22 Aug (Ken
Ostermiller); 125 at ONWR on 11
Sep (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.); and 49 at
the Shreve Fish Pond, Wayne, on 17
Oct (Su Snyder). A very late individual
at Shreve Fish Pond on 28 Nov was
the last (Su Snyder).

Purple Sandpiper: One on the
outer breakwall of Cleveland Harbor
provided a treat for BSBO’s cruise
participants on 15 Nov. Another just
made this report by appearing at
Headlands on 30 Nov (Bruce Glick
and Robert Hershberger).

Dunlin: There were four early
sightings between 15 Aug at Pickerel
Creek (Doug Overacker) and mid-
Sep. There were many sightings

from all over the state from 20 Sep
through the end of the period. The

75 at the Woods Road Wetlands,
Darke (Regina Schieltz) and the 65

at Thomas Wetlands, Paulding, on
31 Oct (Doug and Micki Dunakin)
were among the highest inland counts,
though small to moderate numbers
were also seen in Auglaize, Darke,
Franklin, and several southwestern
counties. The high count was 1,200 on
13 Nov at ONWR (Elliot Tramer).

Curlew Sandpiper: A juvenile
was reported at Conneaut on 12

Sep. The OBRC has not received
documentation of this sighting.

Stilt Sandpiper: The season opened
on 01 Aug with one at Pickerington
Ponds (Bernie Master); five at
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Englewood Preserve, Montgomery
(John Moore); and 20 at ONWR (Brad
Sparks). They had, of course, begun
arriving in July. The high count was 35
at ONWR on 10 Sep (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.). One at each of Caesar Creck
(Jay Lehman) and Buck Creek (Doug
Overacker) in early Oct were the

only sightings south of the Columbus
area. The latest reports (27 Oct) were
shared by Magee Marsh (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.) and the Shreve Fish Pond,
Wayne (Su Snyder).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The
first report was on 03 Aug from
ONWR, and one or two were seen
there on several dates to 24 Sep (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.). Berlin Reservoir had
one on 28 Aug (Ben Morrison), which
may have stayed to be the one seen 07
Sep (m. obs.). One was at Conneaut
on 18 Sep (Craig Holt) and one at

the Shreve Fish Pond, Wayne, on 20
Sep (Kevin Kline and Dennis Kline).
These records are in contrast to those
of 2008, which had only one sighting,
in Sep.

Short-billed Dowitcher: There
were double-digit reports from
ONWR and Pickerel Creek on several
Aug dates and single-digit reports
from there and other central and
northern sites through mid-Sep. The
only sightings after Sep were of single
birds at ONWR on 04 Oct (fide Aaron
Bartley); Fostoria Reservoir, Hancock,
on 20 Oct (Betty Hardesty); and Mill
Creek on 24 Oct (Bill Jones).

Long-billed Dowitcher: Two
rather early birds were at ONWR on
01 Aug (Brad Sparks) and another
frequented Pickerel Creek 15 to 18
Aug (m. obs.). As usual, sightings
increased significantly in mid-Sep,
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with many double-digit counts at
Magee Marsh, ONWR, and Winous
Point well into Oct (Tom Bartlett, m.
obs.). Small numbers were seen away
from Lake Erie in Darke, Franklin,
Hamilton, Hancock, Mahoning,
Montgomery, and Wayne. The high
count of 61 was at ONWR on 01 Nov
(fide Aaron Bartley), and there was
only one other Nov report before the
last sighting, at Mill Creek on 22 Nov
(Bill Jones).

Wilson’s Snipe: One or two were
seen almost daily at Conneaut from
mid-Aug to 09 Sep (Craig Holt, m.
obs.). They were regular until 24 Sep
at ONWR and until 11 Oct at Winous
Point (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.) and until
the end of the period at Mill Creek
(Bill Jones). There were single sightings
at other scattered sites as well. The
high count of 21 was at the Shreve
Fish Pond, Wayne, on 26 Sep (Su
Snyder).

American Woodcock: Springville
Marsh had both the earliest and latest
sightings of the period, with one seen
there for three weeks starting 23 Aug
and two on 07 Nov (Tom Bartlett, m.
obs.). Other single birds were seen

in Hamilton, Hancock, Lorain,
Mahoning, Ottawa, Paulding,
Summit, Warren, Wood, and
Wyandot.

Wilson’s Phalarope: Many
observers enjoyed one that stayed at
Pickerel Creek for several days in mid-
Aug. Though ONWR and Conneaut
also had sightings, more reports were
from inland counties including Darke
and Montgomery. The high count
of 20 was at the Grand Lake St.
Mary’s hatchery, Auglaize, on 01 Oct
(Larry Gara) and the last sighting, on
18 Oct, was also there (Ned Keller,
Rick Asamoto).
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Red-necked Phalarope: The
species was surprisingly numerous
this year. One was seen at Pickerel
Creek 15 to 30 Aug (m. obs.). One or
two were seen on several dates in Sep
at ONWR (m. obs.) and one or two
graced Conneaut 02 to 04 Oct (m.
obs.). Slightly inland, Laura Gooch
recorded one at Lake View Cemetery,
Cuyahoga, on 11 Oct. Farther south,
John Herman found two at Clear Fork
Reservoir, Richland, on 29 Sep, for
Richland’s second record.

Red Phalarope: These, too, were
seen at several locations, all on or quite
near Lake Erie. One was at ONWR
on 11 Sep (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.).
Two immature birds at Conneaut on
30 Sep (Craig Holt) were apparently
replaced by two or three different

ones 02 to 06 Oct (m. obs.). A flyby at
Headlands on 07 Oct (Emil Bacik) and
one along the Mentor Marsh Wake
Robin Trail, Lake, on 08 Oct (Jerry
Talkington, m. obs.) could have been
the same individual. The latest was
another Headlands flyby on 06 Nov
(Jerry Talkington).

Black-legged Kittiwake: An
unusual inland record was a bird
seen at Caesar Creek on 10, 13, and
16 Oct (Ruhikant Meetei, m. obs.).
The BSBO boat trip off Cleveland
on 08 Nov produced brief views of
one (m. obs.), and one was seen at
Camp Luther, Ashtabula, on 14
Nov (Jeffrey Miller). John Pogacnik’s
Lakeshore waterbird surveys in Lake
found one on both 20 and 29 Now.

Sabine’s Gull: John Pogacnik saw
one on his 30 Aug survey in Lake.
Gabe Leidy and Emil Bacik found one
at Huron Harbor, Erie, on 17 Oct
and a rather late one 27 Nov at the
Eastlake power plant in Lake.

Bonaparte’s Gull: These were

seen at Buck Creek from 02 Aug to
the end of the period, with a high
count of 100 on 15 Nov (Doug
Overacker). Sightings along Lake Erie
started in earnest in late Sep with

a few thousand seen on the 15 Nov
BSBO cruise (Kenn Kaufman) and at
ONWR, Metzger Marsh, and Huron
harbor on several dates. No large
flocks rivaling the one of 50,000 at
Huron last year were reported. Some
high inland counts included 200 at
Lake Loramie State Park, Shelby,

on 31 Oct (Brad Sparks); 170 at East
Fork on 01 Nov (Paul Krusling and Joe
Kappa); and 300 at Pleasant Hill Lake,
Richland, on 05 and 10 Nov (Robert
Hershberger).

Little Gull: Single birds were seen 11
Nov at Conneaut (Ray Hannikman);
14 Nov at Camp Luther, Ashtabula
(Jeffrey Miller); 27 Nov in Lake (John
Pogacnik); and 28 Nov at the Eastlake
power plant, Lake (Gabe Leidy and
Emil Bacik).

Laughing Gull: One was at Huron
Harbor, Erie, on 21 Aug (Gabe
Leidy and Emil Bacik). Inland, single
birds were at Indian Lake, Logan,
on 30 Sep (Dan Sanders) and East
Fork on 13 Oct (Rob Edelin and
Virginia Fantetti). Pleasant Hill Lake,
Richland, hosted a juvenile 21
through 24 Sep (John Herman).

Franklin’s Gull: These were
reported at several inland sites from 15
Sep at Findlay Reservoir, Hancock
(Betty Hardesty) to 29 Nov at Buck
Creek (Doug Overacker) and East Fork
(Robert Foppe). Ten were at Hoover
Reservoir, Franklin, on 28 Sep (Dave
Slager), and up to four were at East
Fork between 13 and 31 Oct (m. obs.).
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Ring-billed Gull: Many thousands
were reported along Lake Erie
throughout the period. Reports came
from all over the state, and some

high inland counts include 2,000 at
Lex House, Richland, on 15 Oct
(Carl Ball); 2,000 at Evans Lake,
Mahoning, on 20 Oct (Craig Holt);
and 800 to 1,000 at Findlay Reservoir,
Hancock, on several dates (m. obs).

Herring Gull: A few counts in the
hundreds were reported from several
sites on the western Lake Erie shore,
though most counts there were below
25. Numbers were higher from Lorain
east, with several hundred seen at
almost every point along the Cleveland
shoreline during the 08 and 15 Nov
BSBO cruises. Conneaut, too, had
several counts above 300 (m. obs.)
Inland sightings were widespread and
most were of small numbers, but 150
to 700 were at the Findlay Reservoir,
Hancock, on several Oct and early
Nov dates (m. obs.) and more than 100
were at Evans Lake, Mahoning, on
20 Oct (Craig Holt).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: About
half of the reports were from inland
water bodies, with multiple sightings
of one to six at Findlay Reservoir,
Hancock, between 16 Oct and 03
Nov (m. obs.) and a high count of

16 on 27 Oct (Betty Hardesty). The
southernmost were at Pleasant Hill
Lake, Ashland, on 30 Sep (Su Snyder,
m. obs.) and at Clear Fork Reservoir,
Richland, on several dates in Sep
and Oct (Gary Cowell, John Herman).
One or two were at Conneaut between
late Aug and late Oct (m. obs.) and
three were at the Avon Lake power
plant, Lorain, on 21 Nov (Craig
Caldwell).
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Franklin’s Gulls are annual in Ohio in numbers

that reflect wind patterns coming from their typical
Great Plains migration corridor. Dave Slager
dentified 10 Franklin’s Gulls, including the two he
photographed above, on 28 Sep in the Franklin
portion of Hoover Reservour:

Great Black-backed Gull: Counts
at Conneaut grew from one on 23 Aug
to seven on 10 Nov (Craig Holt, m.
obs.). Small numbers were observed

at other Lake Erie shore locations
from early Sep through the end of the
period. The only inland report was of
two at the Ottawa landfill on 04 Nov
(Kenn Kaufman).

Caspian Tern: These were reported
from 25 counties statewide, with a
high count of 225 at Winous Point on
12 Aug (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). The
highest inland counts were of 32 at
Knox Lake, Knox, on 01 Aug (Charlie
Bombaci) and 21 at Caesar Creek

on 01 Sep (Larry Gara). The latest
report was of three at Maumee Bay
State Park, Lucas, on 21 Oct (Kenn
Kaufman).

Black Tern: Surprisingly, the sole
report from the western marshes,

their only Ohio breeding area, was of
a single bird at Pickerel Creek on 22
Aug (Chris Pierce). Migrants were seen
at several inland sites, with notable
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counts of 25 at Buck Creek on 18 Aug
(Rick Asamoto) and 35 at Acton Lake,
Hueston Woods on the same date
(David Russell). The three Sep reports
were of four at Big Island on the 7
Sep (Charlie Bombaci); five seen over
Fairport Harbor, Lake, on the 29 Sep
(Ray Hannikman, m. obs.) and one at
Indian Lake, Logan, on the 30 Sep
(Dan Sanders). There were no Oct or
Nov sightings.

Common Tern: These were seen

in small numbers statewide on many
dates from Aug to mid-Oct. The high
count overall was 500 at Magee Marsh
on 08 Oct (Michael Harvey), and the
highest inland count was 18 at Buck
Creek on 07 Sep (Doug Overacker).
Craig Holt noted “NONE!"” in his
many visits to Conneaut, writing,
“...to not see a single one was very
alarming.” (A total of four was seen on
two visits by other observers, though.)
The last sighting was on the 15 Nov
BSBO cruise near Cleveland.

Forster’s Tern: There were many
Aug reports of this species and
progressively fewer through Sep into
early Oct. In addition to the Lake

Erie sites, nine inland counties were
represented. The highest count of 320
was on 21 Oct at Maumee Bay State
Park, Lucas (Kenn Kaufman). There
were no reports between the one to
seven individuals seen at various parts
of ONWR on 01 Nov (Aaron Bartley)
and the last of the season, a very late
bird at the Delaware water plant,
Delaware, on 27 Nov (Bill Shively).

Pomarine Jaeger: Many
participants enjoyed the one found off
Cleveland during the 15 Nov BSBO
cruise. John Pogacnik saw one fly by
his Lake survey station on 29 Nov.

Parasitic Jaeger: Three were
reported: on the 08 Nov BSBO cruise,

Cuyahoga; at Bayshore Power Plant,
Lucas, on 11 Nov; and at Headlands
on 23 Nov. The OBRC has not
received documentation of these
sightings.

Long-Tailed Jaeger: One was
reported from Lake on 30 Aug
The OBRC has not received
documentation of this sighting.

Caspian Terns appear
in_fall in Ohio in small
flocks, and these often
wnclude parents and young;
the young birds are easily
identufied by the dark
patterning in their back
Jeathers, and many will
continue begging for food
from their parent during
magration. 'These two
dwiduals were part of
a group of mine that Dave
Slager photographed in
Franklin on 05 Aug
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jaeger sp: Nancy Anderson
narrowed a 27 Nov sighting off’ Sims
Park, Cuyahoga, to either Pomarine
or Parasitic.

Rock Pigeon: These were reported
from almost 60 counties, urban and
rural. Most reports were uncounted or
of small numbers, but the 400 at the
OSU’s Waterman Farm, Franklin,
on 13 Nov must have been quite a
sight (Dave Slager).

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Two
were reported from Celina, Mercer,
on 27 Oct. Another was reported

to have remained from summer

to at least 12 Aug near Baltic,
Coshocton. Though it appears that
a small breeding colony is present in
Celina, and perhaps another in the
Holmes/Coshocton area, Eurasian
Collared-Dove is still a review species
and the OBRC has not received
documentation of these sightings.

Mourning Dove: This species was
reported from 70 counties. Some of
the large flocks included almost 400

at the Hardin wetlands on 30 Aug
(Richard Counts); 400 in Hancock
on 08 Sep (Betty Hardesty); and 200 at
Pickerington Ponds on 09 Oct (Dave
Slager).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Most
reports were of single birds, but

five were counted at Barrs Mills
Marsh, Tuscarawas, on 15 Aug
(Ed Schlabach). Surveys found two at
Kelleys’ Island on both 16 Aug and
17 Sep (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.) and in
CVNP on 12 Sep (Dwight Chasar,
m. obs.); a few other sites also had
two. There were several sightings

(or “hearings”) at Buck Creek (Doug
Opveracker) and Shawnee Lookout
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(m. obs.). The latest sighting was at
Carlisle Reservation, Lorain, on 26
Oct (Martin Ackerman).

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were
13 records, three of which were a few
days apart at Carlisle Reservation,
Lorain (m. obs.). Three were at Barrs
Mills Marsh, Tuscarawas, on 15
Aug (Ed Schlabach). The last report
was on 18 Sep at East Harbor State
Park, Erie (William Jackson).

Barn Owl: Daniel Kramer banded
14 in three nests in Aug and five in one
nest on 18 Oct, all in Holmes. One
or two were seen or heard on other
Amish farms in Wayne and Holmes
on 13 Sep (Jay Lehman), 14 Sep (Wes
Hatch), 26 Oct (Laura Keene), and 26
and 30 Nov (Perry Yoder and Michael
Hershberger, respectively). Steve Jones
last heard the one resident near his job
site in East Liberty, Logan, on 11 Sep.

Eastern Screech-Owl: The reports
were distributed throughout the state
and during the whole period. There
were several reports of single birds

at each of Shaker Lakes, Cuyahoga
(Leo Deininger); Mill Creek (Bill
Jones); Kelleys’ Island (Tom Bartlett,
m. obs.); and Springville Marsh (Tom
Bartlett). Up to three were found on
the OWU campus on many dates (m.
obs.)

Great Horned Owl: One or

two were regular at Springville
Marsh throughout the period (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.) and at Sandy Ridge
Reservation, Lorain, from late Sep
to carly Nov (fide BRAS). One was
seen 28 Aug, 11 Sep, and 15 Nov at
Armleder Park, Hamilton (Kirk
Westendorf and Eric Burkholder).
They were reported from 16 other
counties as well.
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Barred Owl: There were many
reports of calling birds at Camp Berry,
Hancock, and at several Hamilton
locations during Aug and a few more
at other sites through the end of the
period (m. obs.). Three were heard
simultaneously in Carlisle Reservation,
Lorain, on 07 Sep (fide BRAS). One
individual, perched only a few feet
above the ground, was being mobbed
by chickadees and titmice; this was on
23 Nov in Armleder Park, Hamilton
(Kirk Westendorf). Single reports came

from nine counties.

Long-eared Owl: The one seen

21 Aug in Salt Fork State Park,
Clermont, was probably one of our
rare nesting birds (Robb Clifford). One
at Kelleys’ Island was arriving for the
winter (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.).

Short-eared Owl: The first arrivals
noted were the three found all the way
south at Miami Whitewater County
Park, Hamilton, on 07 Nov (Paul
Wharton). One was at Armleder

Park, Hamilton, on 20 Nov (Kirk
Westendorf), 10 were at the Hardin
Wetlands on 28 Nov (Richard Counts),
three were at Killdeer Plains on 29
Nov (Lawrence DeAtley), and another
was at Buck Creek the same day (Doug
Overacker).

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One
was “10 feet up in a beech tree” near
Fredericksburg, Wayne, on 08 Nov
(John Troyer). Jimmie Campbell
found one in Hocking on 11 Oct.
Kelly Williams-Sieg’s team banded

37 between 17 Oct and 25 Nov at her
research site near Chillicothe, Ross.
Four were near the Germantown
Metropark Nature Center,
Montgomery, on 13 Nov (John
Moore), and Tom Bartlett’s survey
found one at Kelleys’ Island on 21 Now.

Common Nighthawk: The
moderate number of single birds seen
in Aug probably consisted of nesters,
which are quite uncommon now.
Migration was underway by 28 Aug,
when approximately 100 were seen
over Armleder Park, Hamilton (Kirk
Westendorf and Eric Burkholder).
The high count by far was 1,038,
south of New Bedford, Coshocton,
on 03 Sep (Adam H. Yoder, m. obs.).
Stragglers were seen 20 Oct at Shaker
Lakes, Cuyahoga (Laura Gooch); 20
Oct at Oakwoods Nature Preserve,
Hancock (Robert Sams); and on 24
Oct at New Richmond, Clermont
(Donald Morse, Jr.).

Whip-poor-will: Four were seen in
Perrysburg, Wood, on 05 Sep (Claire
Britton), one was at ONWR on 14
Sep (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.), and one
was perched in a wooded area by the
Huron pier, Erie, on 10 Oct (Gabe
Leidy and Sherrie Duris).

Chimney Swift: Swifts, presumably
residents and the first migrants,

were reported statewide in small
numbers well into Oct. Jonathan
Frodge watched about 40 mobbing a
Peregrine Falcon in Hamilton on 11
Aug; the falcon had a full crop and
was ignoring them. A concentration
of 500 to 700 was scen 23 and 24
Aug at John Sells Middle School,
Delaware (Andi and Stephen Wolfe)
and about 1,000 were noted at
French Park, Hamilton, on 25 Sep
(Mark Gilsdorf). The latest report of
a large flock was of 120 at Frohring
Meadows, Geauga, on 19 Oct (Inga
Schmidt), and the latest report overall
was of five at Mill Creek on 11 Nov
(Bill Jones)
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird:
Small numbers were widely seen
through September, and the latest
report was at Oakwoods Nature
Preserve, Hancock, on 20 Oct (Robert
Sams). Fifteen were at feeders and in a
yard in Hamilton, Butler, on 08 Aug
(John Strathern) and the same number
were counted at Springville Marsh on
29 Aug (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). Visits to
several feeders in Hancock produced
37 total on each of 01 and 08 Sep
(Betty Hardesty). An albino individual,
presumed to be this species, visited
several feeders in Bainbridge Township,
Geauga, between 07 and 15 Sep (Bill
Takacs).

Rufous Hummingbird: Four were
reported this year, in large contrast to
2008’s single bird. One was reported
14 Oct in Ashland (Gary Cowell)

and another in Butler, Richland,
between 14 and 18 Oct (m. obs.). An
adult female in Loudonville, Ashland,
whose presence was first widely known
on 20 Oct when Allen Chartier banded
it, had apparently been seen by the
homeowner since sometime in Sep. It
remained at least until 24 Oct (m obs.).
One in Centerville, Wayne, between
24 Oct and 09 Nov was banded 29 Oct
(Su Snyder, Ken Ostermiller).

Allen’s Hummingbird: A Selasphorus
hummingbird began visiting Mae
Miller’s feeder in Sugarcreek, Holmes,
in mid-Oct. It was reported to the
birding community on 11 Dec, when
Allen Chartier banded it and identified
it as an Allen’s. He posted photographs
and measurements the next day. His
careful work and detailed report to the
OBRC enabled the bird to be accepted
as the first state record of the species.
Many hundreds of birders saw it before
Ms. Miller noted its departure just after
Christmas.
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True albino birds — those with no pigmentation in
their feathers, skin, and iris — are less frequently
encountered than birds with leucism and other
Jorms of allered pigmentation. This Ruby-throated
Hummingbird appears to be an albino; the original
color tmage submutted shows pink feet and irises.
The bird was photographed from 07 to 14 Sep in
Bainbridge, Geauga, by Bill lakacs.

Belted Kingfisher: This species
was reported from 47 counties and
throughout the period.

Red-headed Woodpecker: These,
too, were widely reported Aug through
Nov. Some notable counts were 10 at
East Fork on 05 Sep (Robert Foppe)
and eight in the Station Road area of
CVNP on 06 Oct (Dwight and Ann
Chasar). Twelve adults and immatures
were stashing acorns in the drowned
trees along Messner Road in Killbuck
Marsh on 27 Oct (Su Snyder). The
Sandy Ridge Reservation, Lorain,
colony also had as many as 12 (m.
obs.). Elliot Tramer noted that they
left the Oak Openings area, Lucas, in
mid-Sep, which he attributed to a poor
mast crop there.

Red-bellied Woodpecker: This
common species was reported from
yards, parks, and rural areas in 61
counties. Multiple stops Oct 19 around
Lowellville, Mahoning, found 15



The Ohio Cardinal, Fall 2009 & Winter 2009-2010

(Craig Holt) and a similar effort in
Hancock found 19 on 24 Nov (Betty
Hardesty). Dwight Chasar’s census
teams counted 108 in CVNP on 12
Sep.

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Though
this species is primarily seen as a
migrant, a few do breed in the extreme
northeast corner of the state. The one
Craig Holt saw in Monroe Township,
Ashtabula, on 05 Aug was probably
from this population, and was the

only Aug sighting. BSBO banded nine
migrants at Navarre (double their
average count) between 22 Aug and 01
Nov and many were seen throughout
the state during that period. The latest
report was from John Bryan State
Park, Greene, on 30 Nov (John Hall).

Downy Woodpecker: These were
reported statewide and throughout
the period. The 12 Sep CVNP census
found 113. The high count from a
more limited area was 33 at French
Creek Reservation, Lorain, on 08

Sep (fide BRAS).

Hairy Woodpecker: As expected,
there were fewer reports of this species
than of Downy Woodpecker; still,
they were noted in 43 counties. John
Zahnen saw six, which appeared to

be a family group, at Armleder Park,
Hamilton, on 09 Aug, and six were
on a private property in Highland on
14 Nov (Paul Krusling).

Northern Flicker: A concentration
of 20 near Mt. Hope, Holmes, on 13
Sep included 10 in one tree (Michael
Hershberger). Mark Gilsdorf found 18
in a three-hour trek through Shawnee
Lookout on 26 Sep. Many of the 21
counted on Kelleys’ Island on 21 Nov
were probably migrants from Canada

(Tom Bartlett, m. obs.), but the six
which Doug Overacker saw at Buck
Creek on the same date could have all
been residents.

Pileated Woodpecker: There were
approximately 270 individual sightings
reported. The high count of five was
reached on 18 Aug by Clyde Witt

and on 06 Oct by Dwight and Ann
Chasar, both in the Station Road area
of GVNP.

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Single
birds were reported from more
than 20 locations. Dates and places
ranged from Magee Marsh on 15
Aug (Carl Ball); through Shaker
Lakes, Cuyahoga, on 31 Aug
(Leo Deininger); Alliance, Stark,
on 11 Sep (Ben Morrison); French
Park, Hamilton, on 25 Sep (Mark
Gilsdorf); to the last at Franchion
Lewis Park, Licking, on 02 Oct (Mike
Smith).

Eastern Wood-Pewee: The

several Aug reports with fairly high
counts probably represented mixes

of breeders and migrants. The 10

at Carlisle Reservation, Lorain, on
the 5 Aug (fide BRAS); 15 at Fernald
Nature Preserve, Hamzilton, on the
15 Aug (John and David Marvin); and
12 at Magee Marsh on the 28 Aug
(Kenn Kaufman) were typical of these
reports. At least 20 in a small area of
northeastern Coshocton on 26 Sep
were notable (Adam H. Yoder). Ten
were banded at Navarre, with the

last on 12 Oct (BSBO), and the latest
noted overall was at Magee Marsh on
24 Oct (Kenn Kaufman).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One
that appeared at Shaker Lakes,
Cuyahoga, on 03 Aug was quite
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carly (Leo Deininger), as was one

at Gahanna Woods, Franklin, on
06 Aug (James Holsinger). The next
sighting was at Sheldon’s Marsh on
23 Aug (Andy Sewell), and the 11
banded at Navarre 27 Aug through
26 Sep spanned their usual migration
period (BSBO). The last sighting was
in the Landfill Conservation Area,
Hancock, on 04 Oct (Robert Sams).

Acadian Flycatcher: Five at
Highbanks Metro Park, Delaware,
on 02 Aug were probably nesters
(Dave Slager), and the adults feeding
young at Cox Preserve, Medina, on
21 Aug surely were (Terri Martincic).
Several were seen during Oct in
Amish country, with the last being two
near Holmesville, Holmes, on 24 Oct
(Kevin Kline, m. obs.).

Alder Flycatcher: The only report
was of two juveniles near Apple
Creek, Wayne, on 29 Aug (Aaron
Miller).

Willow Flycatcher: Up to six were
found in widely separated locations
in Aug and Sep, and the last was seen
on the 04 Oct ONWR census (fide
ONWR).

Least Flycatcher: Small numbers
were found statewide until the last
report from New Bedford, Holmes,
on 08 Oct (Jacob M. Hostetler). Three
at Navarre on 01 and 02 Sep were the
only sightings there during their long
banding season (BSBO).

Eastern Phoebe: This widespread,
hardy, and human-tolerant species was
frequently seen until 03 Nov, when one
was seen at Sandy Ridge Reservation,
Lorain (fide BRAS). The last was a
straggler near Layland, Coshocton,
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on 26 and 27 Nov (Adam H. Yoder).
Eighteen were banded at Navarre
06 Aug through 24 Oct (BSBO) and
the 12 Sep CVNP census found 66
(Dwight Chasar, m. obs.).

Say’s Phoebe: One frequented the
yard of Ken and Gretchen Beers near
Yellow springs, Greene, 26 to 29 Nov
(m. obs.). Their documentation, which
included photographs, was accepted
by the OBRC.

Vermilion Flycatcher: Kent
and Jim Miller and Ben Morrison

found one at Headlands on 02 Oct;
unfortunately, it was not seen after that
day. The record was accepted by the
OBRC.

Great Crested Flycatcher: About
60 sightings of from one to three
individuals in Aug and Sep stretched
to the latest on 10 Oct at Magee
Marsh (Carl Ball).

Western Kingbird: One was
reported 18 Sep in Ottawa.

The OBRC has not received
documentation of this sighting.

Eastern Kingbird: The 16 Aug
Kelleys’ Island survey found 60, which
were probably mostly migrants (Tom
Bartlett and Pat Hayes). Sightings were
widespread in Aug and scarce in Sep;
the latest was in Sharon Woods Metro
Park, Franklin, on 18 Sep (Charlie
Bombaci).

Northern Shrike: The first of

the season was near Walnut Creek,
Holmes, on 24 Oct (Timothy
Hochstetler). One was present from
02 Nov to the end of the period in
Homerville, Medina (Greg Emmert,
m. obs.). Others were reported on
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various Nov dates in Franklin,
Geauga, Mahoning, Ottawa, and
Paulding,

White-eyed Vireo: One was singing
in Shawnee Lookout on 16 Aug (Susan
and Linda Osterhage). A bird club

trip to East Fork on 05 Sep found four
(Bill Stanley, m. obs.) and the 12 Sep
CVNP census counted 12 (Dwight
Chasar, m. obs.). The latest was in
Doug and Micki Dunakin’s yard in
Paulding on 28 Oct.

Bell’s Vireo: One of these scarce
breeders was heard singing in
Springfield, Clark, on 17 Aug (Doug
Overacker); one was behind the

ONWR Visitors Center on 20 Sep (fide
ONWR); and a very late bird was at
the Miami Whitewater wetlands on 10
Oct (Ned Keller, m. obs.).

Yellow-throated Vireo: There
were widespread sightings in Aug and
Sep and the last individual was seen
18 Oct at Magee Marsh (anon. eBird
participant).

Blue-headed Vireo: These were
reported from over 25 counties. One
was singing at Oak Openings, Lucas,
on 08 Aug (Elliot Tramer). There were
several late Oct sightings in northern
counties, with the last being seen
there on 05 Nov at Veterans Park,
Lake (Jerry Talkington, m. obs.). The
last reported overall was 07 Nov at
Armleder Park, Hamilton (Darleen
Graham and Deb Hausrauth).

Warbling Vireo: No doubt because
they are mostly silent in Aug and
rather plain all the time, there were
few reports early in that month.
Migrants were widely noted by Sep,
with 26 found during the 12 Sep

CVNP census (Dwight Chasar, m.
obs.). The latest report was quite
late, on 24 Oct near Sugarcreek,
Tuscarawas (Ed Schlabach).

Philadelphia Vireo: The first of
these migrants was reported 23 Aug
from New Bedford, Holmes (Jacob
M. Hostetler). One rather confused
individual was singing on 26 Sep in
Clermont (Darlena Graham and
Lola Erwin). There were several
widely separated reports from mid-
Sep until the latest at Van Buren State
Park, Hancock, on 17 Oct (Lauren
Harter).

Red-eyed Vireo: The Navarre
banding station captured 47 between
23 Aug and 11 Oct (BSBO), 10 were
along the Magee Marsh boardwalk on
01 Sep (Dave Vander Pluym, m. obs.),
and the 12 Sep CVNP census found
32 (Dwight Chasar, m. obs.). The last
were seen on 13 Oct in Hancock
(Betty Hardesty) and near the Magee
Marsh Sportsmans Center (Randy
Shonkwiler).

Blue Jay: Most observers who
provided full sighting lists had many
encounters throughout the period;

68 counties were represented. The

12 Sep CVNP census counted 356
(Dwight Chasar, m. obs.), flocks of 60
were reported from three locations in
Sep, and Betty Hardesty found 47 at
various Hancock sites on 27 Oct.

American Crow: This species, like
its jay cousin, was ubiquitous. Some
notable flocks included 210 at CVNP’s
Hunt Farm on 12 Sep (Dwight and
Ann Chasar), approximately 200 at
Doug and Micki Dunakin’s property
in Paulding on 16 Oct, and 110 at
Smithville, Wayne, on 09 Nov (Leco
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Deininger). The prize is shared by
Craig Holt, who estimated that 3,000
streamed over his Poland, Mahoning,
location as dusk approached on 09
Nov and Gary Cowell, who noted
approximately 3,500 at the Mansfield
Airport and vicinity, Richland, on 19
Nov.

Common Raven: Single birds were
reported 31 Aug in Cuyahoga, on 21
Nov in Harrison, and on 26 Nov in

Holmes. The OBRC has not received
documentation of these sightings.

Horned Lark: Robert Sams saw
recently fledged young on 05 Aug
in Hancock; small numbers in
most other Aug reports probably
also represented breeders. Definite
migrants were noted at Conneaut
beginning 21 Aug (Craig Holt) and
reports of large flocks began 01
Sep, with 200 near Stonelick Lake,
Clermont (Bill Doss). Hueston
Woods had a flock of 146 on 26 Nov
(Jay Stenger).

Purple Martin: There were
sightings of up to 150 throughout Aug
at several locations. As in 2008, the
largest concentration was at Nimisilla
State Park, Summit, with “many
1,000’s” reported on 11 Aug (Rob and
Sandy Harlan) and 1,400 on 27 Aug
(Gregory Bennett). The last report was
of one whom Robert Hershber says
“stayed and survived on mealworm
handouts...into the winter season”
near Maysville, Wayne, and was
Ohio’s latest record (Atlee Yoder).

Tree Swallow: These were reported
from 39 counties. The highest counts
were of approximately 1,500 at
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Pickerel Creek on 23 Aug (Andy
Sewell); 2,000 on 07 Sep at the

main reservoir and sewage lagoons,
Paulding (Doug and Micki Dunakin);
and 1,500 at Winous Point on 11 Oct
(Tom Bartlett and Shane Roberts).
The last report was of a single bird in
Hancock on 03 Nov (Betty Hardesty).

Northern Rough-winged
Swallow: There were scattered
reports until the last on 09 Nov at
Fernald Nature Preserve, Hamilton
(Allan Claybon). Flocks of 75 at
Winous Point on 20 Aug (Robert
Sams) and 140 on the Great Miami
River in Hamilton, Butler (Charlie
Saunders), were the largest.

Bank Swallow: Up to 35 were seen
at several, mostly northern, sites until
the latest sighting of five on 01 Oct

at Pickerington Ponds (Brad Sparks).
The highest count was 100 at Pickerel
Creek on 24 Aug (Kenn Kaufman).

CLiff Swallow: Sightings were
mostly of single-digit groups except
for a few with 10 to 25 birds and

a flock of 93 on 01 Aug near Mt.
Eaton, Wayne (Aden Yoder). The last
were seen 11 Sep at Berlin Reservoir,
Portage (Laura Dornan).

Cave Swallow: One was reported
near Conneaut on 14 Nov; the OBRC
has not received documentation of this
sighting. This is the smallest number
reported since the state’s first record
in 2005.

Barn Swallow: There were

multiple reports from throughout the
state. Recently fledged young were
seen 06 Aug in Hamilton (Wayne
Wauligman), 09 Aug in Delaware (Al
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La Sala), and most notably on 07 Nov

in Mahoning (Michacl Hershberger).

Concentrations exceeding 100

birds were seen in Cuyahoga,
Evrie, Hancock, Holmes, Lucas,
Ottawa, and Sandusky during
Aug (m. obs.), and a flock estimated
at 500 was in Paulding on 07 Sep
(Doug and Micki Dunakin). The last
was a very late bird at Armleder Park,
Hamilton, on 25 Nov, which Kirk
Westendorf said he “[tried] to turn
into a Gave Swallow.”

Carolina Chickadee: These were
widely noted in the southern three-
quarters of the state. Ann Oliver
found approximately 20 in her yard
and adjoining Rapid Run Park,
Hamilton, on 27 Sep; 36 were
counted at the Cincinnati Nature
Center, Clermont, on 10 Oct (Bill
Stanley, m. obs.) and 80 on the OWU
campus on the same day (Sean

Williams).

Black-capped Chickadee: These
were seen across the northern part of
the state. The 17 Sep Kelleys’ Island
survey found 97 (Tom Bartlett and
John Lortz). Numbers at the Ira Road
arca of CVNP increased to a peak of
32 on 23 Nov (Tom and Mary Ann
Romito). The 12 Sep CVNP census
found 379 (Dwight Chasar, m. obs.).

[Carolina x Black-capped
chickadee]: Tom Bartlett’s
Springville Marsh survey team noted
up to four on several dates.

Tufted Titmouse: This species was
reported throughout the state and

period. The Cincinnati Bird Club
found 24 at Fast Fork on 05 Sep (fide
Bill Stanley).

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Elliot
Tramer commented on “a modest
invasion this fall.” The earliest noted
was a surprise along the Magee
Marsh boardwalk on 28 Aug (Kenn
Kaufman). Sightings were thin in

the south, though the farthest south
was at East Fork on 25 Oct (Kirk
Westendorf). Claire Britton found
eight around Perrysburg, Wood, on
21 Nov and Su Snyder counted six in
Byers Woods, Ashland, on 28 Nov.
Most other single observer counts were
of one or two.

White-breasted Nuthatch: These
were seen statewide throughout the
period. The 12 Sep GVNP census
found 132 (Dwight Chasar, m. obs.)
and French Creek Reservation,
Lorain, had 20 on 09 Nov (BRAS).

Brown Creeper: This species breeds
sparingly in Ohio, so three singing at
Killbuck Marsh on 01 Aug were not

a big surprise (Adam H. Yoder). The
carliest sighting south of the breeding
range was on 03 Oct at Armleder
Park, Hamailton (Kirk Westendorf).
BSBO banded 81 at Navarre between
19 Sep and 01 Now.

Carolina Wren: These were found
throughout the state during the whole
period. Ned Keller saw one carrying
food to a nest in Hamilton on 06
Sep. Fifteen were found on two dates,
11 Sep at Miami Whitewater wetlands
(Russell Taylor) and 21 Nov at Rocky
Fork State Park, Highland (Noel
Cutright).
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House Wren: This species was found
statewide into Oct, with the last report
coming from the 01 Nov ONWR
survey. The Navarre banding team
captured 52 between 05 July and 18
Oct, and Sean Williams counted 14 on
the OWU campus on 25 Sep.

Winter Wren: The first were noted
12 Sep in CVINP (Dwight Chasar,

m. obs.) and Camp Berry, Hancock
(Robert Sams and Jeff Loughman).
The high count of 17 graced Kelleys’
Island on 17 Oct (Tom Bartlett and
Pat Hayes). The only reports in

the south of the state were several
sightings in contiguous Butler,
Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren.

Sedge Wren: Several were heard and
seen singing in various Hamilton,
Preble, and Union locations in early
Aug (m. obs.). Four were found at
ONWR on 15 Aug (Chris Pierce) and
one to three were seen along the Wake
Robin Trail, Lake, from 13 Sep to the
latest reported date of 01 Nov (Jerry
Talkington and Suzanne Wagner).
The prize, however, goes to the

several friends who found 12 at Funk
Bottoms, Wayne, on 03 Oct (Robert
Hershberger, m. obs.).

Marsh Wren: Most of the reports
came in Aug and Sep from nesting
areas; the last was on 06 Nov at
Columbia Reservation, Lorain
(BRAS). The eBird entry noted, “This
very vocal bird appeared to be a
juvenile.”

Golden-crowned Kinglet: The
carliest report was on 11 Sep at
Charleston Falls Park, Miami (Daniel
Seger). BSBO banded 285 in Oct at
Navarre. The 17 Oct Kelleys’ Island
survey counted 449 (Tom Bartlett and
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Pat Hayes), and one-day high counts
of 20 to 30 were found at several other
sites. They were seen through the end
of the period.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: The
carliest report was from Camp Berry,
Hancock, on 12 Sep (Robert Sams
and Jeff Loughman). Doug and Micki
Dunakin found birds in Paulding
from 13 Sep to 04 Nov and BSBO
banded 245 at Navarre between 19
Sep and 01 Nov. Fifty were at the
Lorain dredge spoil site on 18 Oct
(BRAS). There were few reports in
Nov, and the last was seen 26 Nov
along the Little Miami River in
Hamailton (Mark Gilsdorf).

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Eight

at Buck Creek on 09 Aug (Doug
Overacker) could have been a mix
of breeders and migrants; the 10 at
Shawnee Lookout Park, Hamilton,
on 30 Aug were probably mostly the
latter (Mark Gilsdorf). They were seen
in small numbers, mostly in central
and southern counties. The next to
last was seen on 03 Oct at Farbach-
Warner preserve, Hamilton (Albert
Scruggs and Julie Morris) and the
last almost a month later, 01 Nov at
ONWR (fide Aaron Bartley).

Northern Wheatear: Emory Yoder
identified one at his farm in Holmes
on 12 Sep, and it was viewed by
almost 600 birders from Ohio and

at least eight other states (fide Robert
Lane) until 15 Sep. It appeared to be
cither an adult female or a hatch-year
bird of either sex; their plumages

are virtually identical in fall. A
written account by Rob Harlan and
photographs by many observers made
acceptance of this third state record
casy for the OBRC.
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Eastern Bluebird: Late-brood
fledglings were seen in Hancock on
04 Aug (Robert Sams) and Medina
on 24 Aug (Terri Martincic). They
were noted in many parks and
preserves statewide during the whole
period, though most sightings were
in Oct and Nov. The highest counts,
many to almost 60, were in Oct.

Veery: The single birds seen 03

Aug in CVNP (Tom and Mary Ann
Romito) and 13 Aug in Hueston
Woods (David Russell) were probably
breeders. Migrants were seen at a
few locations, and 15 were banded at
Navarre between 24 Aug and 20 Oct
(BSBO).

Gray-cheeked Thrush: The
earliest were seen on 05 Sep, seven at
Perrysburg, Wood (Claire Britton),
and one at Kaleidoscope Tree Farm,
Hancock (Lauren Harter). BSBO
banded 163 at Navarre between

06 Sep and 08 Oct. Pre-dawn

Steve Landes photographed this Northern Wheatear
on 13 Sep during its four-day visit to Holmes.

listeners counted 42 on 25 Sep at a
Coshocton home (Adam H. Yoder
and David H. Yoder). A moderate
number were seen throughout the
state from late Sep to mid-Oct, and
the latest was noted during a 24 Oct
survey at Navarre (BSBO).

Swainson’s Thrush: The earliest
was seen 24 Aug at Navarre (BSBO).
The teams banded 350 there between
29 Aug and 01 Nov, which was the
last sighting date. Only Blackpoll
Warblers were more numerous.

High counts sighted away from the
touchdown sites near Lake Erie
included 15 at Ellis Lake Wetlands,
Butler, on 26 Sep (Mike Busam)
and 20 at Blendon Woods Metro
Park, Franklin, on 27 Sep (Thomas
Slemmer), but the flight-call counters
in Coshocton tallied 254 on 25

Sep (Adam H. Yoder and David H.
Yoder).

Hermit Thrush: The first sighting
was near Baltic, Coshocton, on 06
Sep (James E. Yoder and Adam H.
Yoder). BSBO banded 238 at Navarre
between 01 Oct and 01 Nov. Doug
and Micki Dunakin had one or two
on their property in Paulding from
03 to 20 Oct, and Sean Williams
counted 19 on the OWU campus

on 10 Oct. Small numbers were at
scattered locations through the end of
the period, and a few can be expected
in any winter month.

Wood Thrush: There were
scattered reports until the latest
sighting, on 27 Oct at Villa Angela,
Cuyahoga (Nancy Anderson). The
high count was 25 in the Days Dam
area Lorain, on 24 Aug (BRAS).
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American Robin: Small numbers
of residents or their winter
replacements were seen throughout
the period. Some notable migratory
concentrations included 1,900 near
Sugarcreek, Tuscarawas, on 04
Sep (Albert E. Miller and Wayne

E. Miller); 900 at Camp Berry,
Hancock, on 04 Oct (Lauren Harter);
600 on 29 Oct on the OWU campus
(Sean Williams); and 300 at the Ohio
State University wetlands on 08 Nov
(Dave Slager).

Gray Catbird: A nest with young
was noted 03 Aug near Mansfield,
Richland (Gary Cowell). Migrants
were apparently moving by mid-Sep;
for example 75 were at Springville
Marsh on 12 Sep (Tom Bartlett, m.
obs.) and 30 were seen at Ellis Lake
Wetlands, Butler, on 27 Sep (Mike
Busam). There were eight Nov reports,
as far apart at Erie and Hamailton.

Northern Mockingbird: In
contrast to 2008’s north-heavy
sightings, this year this species was
found statewide throughout the
period. Several recently hatched birds
were seen in early Aug, and one was
observed on 19 Sep in Hamilton
(Wayne Wauligman, m. obs.). Reports
were of four or fewer birds, except
for the 11 Robert Hershberger found
within 0.5 mile of his house on 01
Oct.

Brown Thrasher: A few were
seen through Oct, mostly in central
and southern Ohio. The only Nov
sightings were at Camp Friedlander,
Hamilton, on the 12 Oct (Robert
Foppe) and Camp Dennison,
Hamilton, on the 21 Oct (Kirk
Westendorf).
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European Starling: The season
editor is grateful for the number of
observers who counted and reported
this species; 70 counties (rural as well
as urban) were represented. Some
notable flocks included 2,000 at
Funk Bottoms, Wayne, on 10 Sep
(Su Snyder); 18,000 on the OWU
campus on 23 Sep (Sean Williams);
5,000 at ONWR on 01 Nov (fide
Aaron Bentley); and 2,100 at Miami
Whitewater on 29 Nov (Neill Cade).

American Pipit: The first was noted
06 Sep at Springville Marsh (Tom
Bartlett, m. obs.). The largest of the
three triple-digit flocks reported was
of 200 near Mt. Eaton, Wayne, on
28 Oct (Aden Yoder), and there were
five reports of between 15 and 30
individuals. They were seen through
the end of the period.

Cedar Waxwing: Small numbers
were seen throughout the period at
many locations. Dependent young
were noted on 27 Sep in Coshocton
(Adam H. Yoder). Sean Williams
counted 680 on the OWU campus on
06 Sep, and large numbers continued
through Oct. Blue Creek Conservation
Area, Lucas, had 120 feeding in
honeysuckle on 03 Oct (Elliot Tramer)
and flocks totaling 250 were in the Ira
Road area of CVNP on 02 Nov (Tom
and Mary Ann Romito).

Blue-winged Warbler: One singing
on 16 Aug at Shawnee Lookout
(Susan and Linda Osterhage) and

one seen 17 Aug at Ira Road, CVNP
(Tom and Mary Ann Romito) were
probably nesters. Likely migrants
were seen from the end of Aug to the
last sighting, on 27 Sep in Harrison

(Brad Sparks).
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Golden-winged Warbler: Nine
reports were received of sightings
between 29 Aug in Holmes (James
F. Yoder) and 28 Sep in Hamilton
(Lorit Brumbaugh). The others were
in Butler, Coshocton, Delaware,
Lucas, Ottawa, and Stark.

[Golden-winged x Blue-winged
warbler]: Ray Hannikman and
Emil Bacik discovered a ‘Lawrence’s’
Warbler at Headlands on 16 Aug.
James E. Yoder found a ‘Brewster’s’
Warbler near New Bedford,
Coshocton, on 13 Aug.

Tennessee Warbler: The first was
seen near Sugarcreek, Tuscarawas,
on 08 Aug (Ed Schlabach); it was next
reported on 22 Aug at Buck Creck
(Doug Overacker). The last sighting
was 27 Oct at Litzenberg Farm Park,
Hancock (Betty Hardesty). Most
reports were of five or fewer birds, but
Gary Cowell found 10 along a mile
of the B & O Trail, Richland, on 02
Oct.

Orange-crowned Warbler: These
were reported from over 20 locations
between 16 Aug and 01 Nov. Seven
were at Camp Berry, Hancock, on
17 Oct (Robert Sams); seven were
banded at Navarre between 05 and 25
Oct (BSBO); and there were multiple
sightings at Villa Angela, Cuyahoga,
between 26 Sep and 01 Nov (Nancy
Anderson).

Nashville Warbler: Doug and
Micki Dunakin noted the earliest

in their Paulding yard on 27 Aug.
Sean Williams found 14 on the OWU
campus on 25 Oct; Julie West’s team
banded 10 at Dike 14, Cuyahoga, on
27 Sep (fide Laura Gooch); and BSBO
banded 50 at Navarre until 27 Oct.

Robert Hershberger found “a very
tardy one [north] of Berlin” on 29
Nov.

Northern Parula: The several
reports were dated between 15 Aug
at three sites and 17 Oct at Buck
Creek (Doug Overacker). Most were
of one or two birds, but five were

in Area M of the Delaware Wildlife
Area, Delaware, on 15 Aug (Charlie
Bombaci).

Yellow Warbler: Local breeders and
migrants were noted widely in Aug.
There were a moderate number of
Sep reports, and the last was of three
quite late birds in Hancock on 03
Nov (Betty Hardesty).

Chestnut-sided Warbler: The
first were seen 23 Aug at both Carlisle
Reservation, Lorain (Erik Bruder),
and Navarre, where BSBO banded
13 between that date and 30 Sep.
There were scattered reports during
Aug and many in Sep. The last bird
was in Holmes on 29 Oct (Micah
Hershberger).

Magnolia Warbler: BSBO banded
124 at Navarre between 23 Aug and
11 Oct, the earliest and latest dates
reported. There seems to have been a
late-Sep push in central and southern
Ohio, as there were many reports
(some with double-digit counts) in
Butler, Clermont, Franklin, and
Hamilton in the last 10 days of the
month.

Cape May Warbler: The first was
seen 23 Aug at Sheldon’s Marsh, Erie
(Andy Sewell). Small numbers were
seen in at least 25 locations, with most
sightings being in the second half of
Sep. The 25 at Magee Marsh on 27
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Oct were notable (Lauren Harter,

m. obs.). The next to last report was
on 10 Oct at the Miami Whitewater
wetlands (Ned Keller, m. obs.) and the
last much later, on 21 Oct at Metzger
Marsh, Lucas (Kenn Kaufman).

Black-throated Blue Warbler:
The first was seen 27 Aug at Navarre;
BSBO banded 65 there until 13 Oct.
Surprisingly, the last bird was seen
on 17 Oct at The Wilderness Center,
Stark, rather than in the south

(Su Snyder). Most reports were of
one or two individuals, but six were
seen at Kelleys’ Island on 17 Sep
(Tom Bartlett and John Lortz) and
five at Blendon Woods Metro Park,
Franklin, on 25 Sep (Dave Slager
and Ben Warner).

Yellow-rumped Warbler: As
always, these rather late migrants
were seen in all parts of the state and
sometimes in large numbers. The

first was seen on 28 Aug at Carlisle
Reservation, Lorain (BRAS), and they
were present into the winter season.
Tom and Mary Ann Romito found 30
to 40 during each of their Oct weekly
surveys at Ira Road, CVNP. The
Miami Whitewater wetlands held 200
on 10 Oct (Ned Keller, m. obs.), and
Springville Marsh had 250 on 25 Oct
(Tom Bartlett, m. obs.).

Black-throated Green Warbler:
The first was seen at Sheldon’s Marsh,
Erie, on 23 Aug (Andy Sewell) and
several were seen in eight counties by
the end of Aug. The OWU campus
had 24 on 25 Sep (Sean Williams), and
the last report was of one banded 25
Oct at Navarre (BSBO).

Blackburnian Warbler: The first
was found on 22 Aug in Coshocton
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(Adam H. Yoder) and six were at the
Battelle-Darby Creeck Metro Park,
Franklin, on 03 Sep (Dave Slager).
There were many Sep sightings
throughout the state, and the last was
seen 11 Oct at Avoca Park, Hamilton
(Kirk Westendorf).

Yellow-throated Warbler: The
earliest report, from Litzenberg Farm
Park, Hancock, on 11 Aug, was almost
surely a migrant (Dorothy Barker),

as that 1s far from the species’ usual
nesting areas. There were several Aug
and early Sep sightings in the southwest
that could have been nesters. The only
Oct sighting was at Fernald Nature
Preserve, Hamilton, on Oct 11 (Paul
Wharton, m. obs.). A late individual
was in a Franklin yard on 12 Nov
(Bernie Master); an even later one
visited a feeder in Goshen Township,

Clermont, almost daily between 16
and 25 Nov (Laura Bradley).

Pine Warbler: The first report was
of one at Holden Arboretum, Lake,
on 19 Aug (Rebecca Thompson). Four
were singing in a pine grove in Indian
Hill, Hamalton, on 01 Sep (Frank
Renfrow), and a few others were seen
in Sep and a smattering in Oct. The
last sightings were both of two birds on
22 Oct, at Sharon Woods Metro Park,
Franklin (Bill Tacon) and Winton
Woods County Park, Hamilton (John
Marvin).

Kirtland’s Warbler: One wowed
the participants at the Midwest Birding
Symposium on 18 Sep. Jim Lindway’s
party found the bird at 9 a.m. in East
Harbor State Park, Ottawa, which is
almost adjacent to the symposium site.
The bird was very cooperative for the
rest of the day as dozens of admirers
and listers viewed it.
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Prairie Warbler: All seven reports
are described. Two found in Adams,
on 09 Aug at Chaparral Prairie State
Nature Preserve (Rob and Sandy
Harlan) and on 05 Sep at the Edge of
Appalachia Preserve (Paul Krusling),
could have been nesters. One was near
Sugarcreek, Tuscarawas, on 07 Sep
(Ed Schlabach). One was in Mount
Airy Forest, Hamilton, on 19 Sep
(Paula Miller) and one at Twin Creek
Metro Park, Montgomery, on 25
Sep (John Hull). Wildwood State Park,
Cuyahoga, had one on each of 27
Sep and 04 Oct (Nancy Anderson).

Palm Warbler: The earliest reported
was seen by Doug and Micki Dunakin
in their Paulding yard on 09 Sep. Bill

The private community of Lakeside was the

site host for the successful Midwest Birding
Symposium. During the first morning of talks, 18
Sep, a Kurtland’s Warbler was identified at nearby
East Harbor State Park, Ottawa, fortunalely
causing a slow exodus rather than a stampede of
birders to this site. This cooperative individual
was studied and photographed by many, including
Bernie Master; who submutted this photograph.

Jones found one on each of 21 Sep, 01
Oct, and 11 Oct at Mill Creek, and

a few others were scattered around
the state during that period. The last
sighting was from ONWR on 01 Nov
(fide Aaron Bartley).

Bay-breasted Warbler: This
species was seen in over 25 counties,
starting on 27 Aug in Battelle-Darby
Creck Metro Park, Franklin (Ben
Warner). BSBO banded 17 at
Navarre between 05 Sep and 07
Oct, not long before the last was
seen at the Riverbend Recreation
Area, Hancock, on 13 Oct (Betty
Hardesty).

Blackpoll Warbler: These were
widespread and numerous. The
earliest was at The Wilderness Center,
Stark, on 23 Aug (Aden Yoder).
BSBO banded 538 between 06 Sep
and 24 Oct at Navarre; it was their
most numerous species. The latest date
of 01 Nov was shared by BSBO at
Navarre and Nancy Anderson at Villa
Angela, Cuyahoga.

Cerulean Warbler: Three reports
were from Franklin. One was

seen at Innis Park on 03 Sep (Rob
Thorn), and the sightings at Blendon
Woods Metro Park on 09 and 10 Sep
were probably of one bird (Charlie
Bombaci, Bruce Simpson). Migrants
were seen in Holmes on 18 and 22
Aug (James E. Yoder) and one was
singing at The Wilderness Center,
Stark, on 29 Aug (Aden Yoder).

Black-and-white Warbler: One at
East Fork on 01 Aug could have been
a breeder (Bill Stanley), and probable
migrants were seen from that date in
the northwest. Reports were sparse
until late Aug; they were numerous
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in Sep. The latest was at 10 Oct at
Shaker Lakes, Cuyahoga (Amy
Eugene).

American Redstart: A few
individuals of this widespread nesting
and migrant species were found in
early Aug. There were several double-
digit counts in Sep, and the last was
seen 13 Oct at Litzenberg Farm Park,
Hancock (Betty Hardesty).

Prothonotary Warbler: Probable
nesters were found 01 Aug along the B
& O Trail, Richland, (Gary Cowell)
and 02 Aug at Magrish Preserve,
Hamilton (Kirk Westendorf).

As usual, most had departed the

state before Sep, but a very late
individual was seen at Armleder Park,
Hamilton, on 01 Oct (John Zahnen).

Worm-eating Warbler: The

four reports were of single birds at
Shawnee Lookout on 16 and 29

Aug (Susan and Linda Osterhage);
two at the Hoover Nature Preserve,
Delaware, on 10 Sep (Charlie
Bombaci); and one at Caesar’s Creek
on 13 Sep (Jason and Neill Cade).

Ovenbird: One or two were reported
from 17 counties in starting 24 Aug in
Paulding (Doug and Micki Dunakin),
with seven on 27 Sep at Sharon Woods
Metro Park, Franklin, being notable
(Dave Slager). The last was seen at

Navarre on 27 Oct (BSBO).

Northern Waterthrush: The first
was seen 24 Aug at Pickerel Creck
(Kenn Kaufman), and BSBO banded
31 through 08 Oct. One or two birds
were seen in a few counties until 08

Oct.
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Louisiana Waterthrush: The

only reports were from California
Woods, Hamilton, on 02 Aug (Kirk
Westendorf) and Hueston Woods on 22
Aug (John Shrader).

Kentucky Warbler: The few reports
spanned from 12 Aug in Holmes
(Adam H. Yoder) to 26 Sep at Navarre
(BSBO).

Connecticut Warbler: The first was
seen 06 Sep at Carlisle Reservation,
Lorain (Erik Bruder), and BSBO
banded six at Navarre between 11

Sep and 10 Oct. There were several
sightings in Paulding, Franklin, and
Holmes during the second half of Sep
(m. obs.). The latest was seen at Miami
Whitewater on 11 Oct (Albert Scruggs).

Mourning Warbler: Right on
schedule, this species first appeared 23
Aug in Wayne (Perry Yoder). Two were
banded and another seen at the Reick
Center, Hancock, on 11 Sep (Lauren
Harter, m. obs.). The latest report was
from ONWR on 05 Oct (Dave Vander
Pluym, m. obs.).

Common Yellowthroat: This
widespread nester was reported from
43 counties, with the last migrant seen
01 Nov at Villa Angela, Cuyahoga
(Nancy Anderson). Tom Bartlett’s team
counted 100 at Springville Marsh on
12 Sep.

Hooded Warbler: The 02 Aug
sighting in Carlisle Reservation,
Lorain, was probably a nester (m.
obs.), but the one in California Woods,
Hamilton, on 03 Aug was far from
the species’ usual breeding areas (Jim
Zook). The last migrants were seen 24
Oct at Villa Angela, Cuyahoga (Nancy
Anderson) and Blendon Woods Metro
Park, Franklin (m. obs.).
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Wilson’s Warbler: The first was
seen 23 Aug in Paulding (Doug and
Micki Dunakin). One to three were
seen on multiple dates, and 16 were
seen on 06 Sep on the OWU campus
(Sean Williams). Other scattered
sightings throughout the state led to
the latest at Blendon Woods Metro
Park, Franklin, on 24 Oct (Thomas
Slemmer).

Canada Warbler: A small party
found the earliest two migrants in
northeast Coshocton on 23 Aug
(Jacob M. Hostetler and Adam

H. Yoder). There were about 25
sightings in Sep and the latest was
at the Denison University Biological
Preserve, Licking, on 03 Oct (Mike
Smith).

Yellow-breasted Chat: Most of
the reports were during Aug and from
the southwestern counties, so many
of them were probably nesters. The
only reports after Aug were from Van
Buren State Park, Hancock, on 13
Sep (Robert Sams) and at Headlands
on 03 Oct (Erik Bruder).

Eastern Towhee: This species was
widely reported throughout the period.
The 15 at Buck Creek on 08 Aug were
notable (Doug Overacker).

American Tree Sparrow: The

first two were seen 30 Sep at Sandy
Ridge Reservation, Lorain, (BRAS),
followed quickly by a flock of 50 in
Van Buren State Park, Hancock,

on 06 Oct (Betty Hardesty). Another
notable flock was of 60 at Pickerington
Ponds on 21 Nov (Dave Slager and
Ben Warner). They were seen through
the end of the period into winter.

Chipping Sparrow: Dependent
young were seen in early Aug as far
apart as Summit (Tom and Mary
Ann Romito) and Hamilton (Wayne
Wauligman). A flock of approximately
65 was at the City of Delaware Water
Plant, Delaware, on 14 Oct (Bill
Shively). Reports were sparse in Nov
but continued to the end of the period.

Clay-colored Sparrow: One that
summered in Holmes was seen into
Aug (Tim Hochstetler). One was

on Kelleys’ Island on 17 Sep (Tom
Bartlett and John Lortz). Mike Busam
found two at Ellis Lake Wetlands,
Butler, on 27 Sep, and at least one
of them was seen by many observers
through 29 Sep. One at Headlands
on 03 Oct (Eric Bruder); one along
Mentor Marsh’s Wake Robin Trail,
Lake, on 08 Oct (Suzanne Wagner
and Jerry Talkington); and one at Mill
Creek on 18 Oct (Bill Jones) complete
the reports extracted from all sources.

Field Sparrow: These were seen
throughout the period; the 50 at East
Fork on 05 Sep was a noteworthy
count (Bill Stanley, m. obs.).

Vesper Sparrow: One was singing
near New Philadelphia, Tuscarawas,
on 03 Aug (Hallie Mason). There were
eight reports from sites near Findlay,
Hancock, from carly Aug until late
Oct (Robert Sams, m. obs.). One near
New Bedford, Coshocton, on 15 Nov
was the last (James E. Yoder).

Lark Sparrow: The season editor
suspects that one at Headlands on 04
Sep (Ben Winger, m. obs.) and one at
Villa Angela, Cuyahoga, on 05 Sep
(Nancy Anderson) were the same bird.
These were the only reports for the
season.

37



The Ohio Cardinal, Fall 2009 & Winter 2009-2010

With increasing understanding of their habitat
needs and more field time being spent in these
habitats, sightings of Le Conte’s Sparrows are
becoming more common in_fall migration. Dave
Slager photographed this Le Conte’s Sparrow on
05 Oct in Franklin.

Savannah Sparrow: These fairly
widespread breeders were found
starting in early Aug. Thirty-three
were at the Hardin wetlands on 30
Aug (Richard Counts) and up to 30
were seen on several Oct dates at
Pickerington Ponds (Dave Slager).
Small numbers were fairly regular at
Armleder Park, Hamilton, through
Nov (Kirk Westendorf).

Grasshopper Sparrow: Those
found in Clark, Franklin, Marion,
Union, and Wyandot in carly Aug
were most likely breeders (m. obs.).
There were no reports from that time
until 05 Oct at Pickerington Ponds
(Dave Slager) and then 31 Oct at Lake
Loramie State Park, Shelby (Brad
Sparks).

Henslow’s Sparrow: One to
three were seen at ONWR between
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01 and 21 Aug, probably breeders
giving way to migrants (Erik Bruder,
Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). The latest was
reported 18 Oct at Pickerington Ponds
(Dave Slager).

Le Conte’s Sparrow: One or two
were seen along the Wake Robin Trail
in Mentor Marsh, Lake, between 29
Sep and 05 Nov (Jerry Talkington,
Suzanne Wagner, m. obs.). The other
reports were of one at a newly created
wetland adjacent to the Hancock
landfill on 03 Oct (Dave Vander
Pluym), one on 05 and 18 Oct at
Pickerington Ponds (Dave Slager, m.
obs.), and one in Tuscarawas on 27

Oct (Robert Schlabach).

Nelson’s Sparrow: The first was
seen 27 Sep at Mill Creek (Bill Jones).
A group of friends found six to eight
at Funk Bottoms on 03 Oct (Jacob
M. Hostetler, m. obs.). The Wake
Robin Trail, Lake, was a haven for

As with Le Conte’s Sparrow, better coverage of
appropriate habitat is turning up more Nelson’s
Sparrow records in_fall. Dave Russell submutted
this photograph of a hatch-year Nelsons’s Sparrow
that he banded 01 Oct at Shaker Trace in Miami
Whitewater Forest, Hamilton.
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this species as well, with up to five
being seen 29 Sep to 30 Oct (Jerry
Talkington, Suzanne Wagner, m. obs.).
One to three were seen on several
dates in that period at Pickerington
Ponds (Dave Slager), and single birds
were found in Hamilton, Hancock,
Holmes, and Tuscarawas (m. obs.).

Fox Sparrow: BSBO banded cight
at Navarre between 08 Oct and 01
Nov and 12 were at Springville Marsh
on 19 Nov (Robert Sams). They were
also reported from 21 other counties
through the end of the period.

Song Sparrow: This species was
reported from almost 65 counties
throughout the period and probably
had the most sightings of any bird.
Notable concentrations included 100
at the Miami Whitewater wetlands on
10 Oct (Ned Keller, m. obs.) and 100
on 24 Oct at Pickerington Ponds (Dave
Slager), and there were many reports
with double-digit counts.

Lincoln’s Sparrow: The carliest was
seen 23 Aug at Sheldon’s Marsh (Andy
Sewell) and latest was at Armleder
Park, Hamilton, on 20 Nov (Joe
Kappa). Small numbers of them

were widespread between those dates,
though there were only two other Nov
sightings. Interesting concentrations

of 10 were at Pickerington Ponds

on 05 Oct (Dave Slager) and Miami
Whitewater wetlands 10 Oct (Ned
Keller).

Swamp Sparrow: Nesting birds
were thick in the many marshy areas
in Aug; singing males were noted in

at least three counties. Double-digit
numbers were widely reported through
Oct. The latest of the season were
reported 29 Nov in several locations,
and they remained into December.

White-throated Sparrow: The
first individual, seen on 25 Aug in a
Hancock yard, was almost a month
earlier than usual (Betty Hardesty).
They began appearing in many
counties during the third week of Sep
and were seen through the end of the
period. BSBO banded 290 at Navarre;
Kelleys’ Island had 203 on 17 Oct
(Tom Bartlett and Pat Hayes), and

60 were seen on 26 Oct at Ira Road,
CVNP (Tom and Mary Ann Romito).

White-crowned Sparrow: The
first report was from a Summit yard
on 13 Sep (Michael Fitts). They were
soon widespread through the end of
the period. The 17 Oct Kelleys’ Island
survey found 79 (Tom Bartlett and Pat
Hayes).

Golden-crowned Sparrow: The
individual that frequented a Paulding
feeder from 27 Mar to 25 April 2009
and was banded during that time
returned 17 Nov and was still present
as of this writing, in Mar 2010 (Ron
Sakalosky).

Dark-eyed Junco: Birds from
northeast Ohio’s small breeding
population were seen in early Aug in
Cuyahoga, Lake, and Summat.
Those seen along the Buckeye Trail

in Summit on 03 and 04 Sep could
have been residents or migrants (Clyde
Witt), whereas the one on 15 Sep at
Oak Openings, Lucas, was the first
definite migrant (Elliot Tramer). One
of the ‘Oregon’ subspecies group was
seen several times between 26 Nov and
02 Dec in a Franklin yard (Bernie
Master).

Lapland Longspur: The first was
reported 06 Oct at Conneaut (Mark
Vass); three were seen there on 17 Oct
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(Robert and Denise Lane) and two on
06 Nov (Craig Holt). Single birds were
seen at a few other locations through
the end of the period. Approximately
200 were seen near the Thomas
Wetland, Paulding, on 05 Nov (Doug
and Micki Dunakin); such large flocks
are uncommon in Ohio but when
present are most often seen in the far
western counties.

Snow Bunting: One seen 08 Oct
at Navarre was a bit earlier than
usual; more typical were the three
seen over Lake Erie on the 29 Oct
aerial waterfowl survey (Keith Lott).
During the second half of Nov, they
were reported in flocks of up to 50 in
Clark, Geauga, Hancock, Lake,
and Ottawa.

Summer Tanager: Several reported
from Adams, Butler, Clermont,
and Hamilton in carly Aug were
probably breeders; those reported

in the same areas into mid-Sep most
likely included migrants. The last
sighting in the disjunct breeding area
of Oak Openings, Lucas, was on 17
Sep (Elliot Tramer). A juvenile male
seen at Willow Point on 20 Oct, was
very late (Larry Richardson).

Scarlet Tanager: This species was
reported statewide in Aug and Sep,
with the last reports but one being in
mid-Oct. That last report was from
the College Hill neighborhood of
Hamalton on the late date of 06 Nov
(Steve Pelikan).

Northern Cardinal: This

popular species was widely reported,
sometimes in large numbers. For
instance, the 12 Sep CVINP census
found 113 (Dwight Chasar, m. obs.)
and Linda Househower counted 66 in
Bluffton, Allen, on 29 Sep.
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak: These
were widely reported into Oct, with 15
found at Ellis Lake Wetlands, Butler,
on 27 Sep (Mike Busam). A fallout

in northeast Coshocton on 26 Sep
yielded 36 (Adam H. Yoder). The last
report was from Kelleys’ Island on 17
Oct (Tom Bartlett and Pat Hayes).

Blue Grosbeak: There were reports
from several Hamilton sites; the most
were from Armleder Park, where up
to three were seen throughout Aug
(m. obs.). A singing male on Prairie
Lane, Wayne, until 12 Aug was near
the northern edge of their usual
breeding range, as were singles seen
in Coshocton and Tuscarawas (m.
obs.). The last report was of two at
Fernald Nature Preserve, Hamilton,
on 11 Oct (Paul Wharton, m. obs.).

Indigo Bunting: The highest count
was 30, found at several locations
from Aug to mid Sep. The last were
reported 24 Oct from Shawnee
Lookout (Bill Stanley).

Dickcissel: As usual, reports were
widely scattered. Armleder Park,
Hamilton, hosted them again this
year, with up to three seen through

04 Oct (m. obs). A migrant was seen
along the Wake Robin Trail, Lake, on
13 Sep (Jerry Talkington). The latest
sighting was at Pickerington Ponds on
25 Oct (Dave Slager).

Bobolink: These were present at the
Thomas Wetlands, Paulding, until
26 Sep (Doug and Micki Dunakin).
Kenn Kaufman noted, “Flocks may
have been coming in to roost...” when
he counted 70 at Pickerel Creek on 24
Aug. Robert Hershberger counted 158
flyovers near Mt. Hope, Holmes, on
06 Sep. The latest report was of one
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near Walnut Creek, Holmes, on 24
Oct (James F. Yoder).

Red-winged Blackbird: Hundreds
were seen at Mill Creek throughout
Oct (Bill Jones). The 900 at Springville
Marsh on 23 Aug grew to 5,500 on 18
Oct (Tom Bartlett, m. obs.). Killdeer
Plains hosted 4,000 on 22 Oct (Bill
Shively and Jack Priser). Robert Sams
calculated a phenomenal 27,000 at
Winous Point on 20 Aug.

Eastern Meadowlark: Small
numbers reported in Aug and

Sep peaked at 40 at The Wilds,
Muskingum, on 17 Oct (Heather
Nagy and Kathy Mock). They were
seen at many sites through the end of
the period.

Rusty Blackbird: A very early male
bird in downtown Cleveland on 08
Aug was well described (Jonathan
White). Scattered small groups were
seen starting in Sep through the end
of the period. Large flocks reported
include 125 on 09 Oct at Grand River
Wildlife Area, Trumbull (Dave and
Judy Hochadel); 250 on 22 Oct at
Killdeer Plains (Bill Shively and Jack
Priser); and approximately 700 near
Miami Whitewater wetlands on 29
Nov (Neill Cade).

Brewer’s Blackbird: There

were five reports of small numbers

of this uncommon species, which,
however, does nest nearby in southern
Michigan: Three were at ONWR on
02 Oct (fide ONWR); one at Glenwood
Gardens, Hamilton, on 04 Oct (John
Marvin); two in southwestern Lorain
on 23 Nov (Larry Richardson); 12

in southeastern Ottawa on 26 Nov
(John Pogacnik); and at least seven in
the huge mixed blackbird flock near

Miami Whitewater wetlands on 29
Nov (Neill Cade).

Common Grackle: A flock of at
least 2,000 passed over Betty Hardesty
in Hancock on 18 Aug, rather carly
for migration massing. More typical in
timing were the approximately 3,000
at Lex House, Richland, on 22 Oct
(Carl Ball) and 6,000 along the Great
Miami River in Hamilton, Butler,

on 11 Nov (Mike Busam and Charlie
Saunders).

Brown-headed Cowbird: Small
numbers were widespread, with many
double-digit counts and a few in triple
digits. The mixed blackbird flock near
Miami Whitewater wetlands on 29
Nov included approximately 1,500
(Neill Cade).

Orchard Oriole: All but two of
the 17 reports were in Aug, with the
last being on 08 Sep at French Creek
Reservation (BRAS).

Baltimore Oriole: What were
probably both nesters and migrants
were seen throughout the state untl
the last reports on 13 Sep from

Buck Creek (Doug Overacker) and
Tuscarawas (fide E.d Schlabach). The
16 Aug Kelleys’ Island survey found
33 (Tom Bartlett and Pat Hayes); most
other reports were of fewer than 10
individuals.

Purple Finch: The two at Ira Road,
CVNP, on 02 Aug had probably
nested nearby (Tom and Mary Ann
Romito). Small numbers of winter
visitors were seen throughout the
state beginning about 15 Sep. Dave
Vander Pluym banded 12 in an Allen
woodland on 25 Oct.
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House Finch: Reports were well
distributed throughout the state and
period. Two high counts were of 50 at
West Creek Park, Cuyahoga, on 12
Oct (Gabe Leidy) and 60 in Hamilton,
Butler, on 15 Oct (Mike Busam and
Charlie Saunders).

Red Crossbill: The sole report

was of one at Litzenberg Memorial
Woods, Hancock, on 25 Oct (Lauren
Harter).

Common Redpoll: One was
reported in a Kirtland, Lake, yard on
10 Oct (anon. eBird contributor). One
was in Cullen Park, Lucas, on 12 Nov
(Mark Faust). Another sighting, at Oak
Openings, Lucas, on 22 Nov, could
have been the same bird (Matt Kemp).

Pine Siskin: Two were seen at

the BSBO feeder on 29 Oct (Kenn
Kaufman). One was banded at
Shaker Lakes on 21 Sep and another
at Navarre on 08 Oct (BSBO). The
rest of the sightings were in Nov, with
reports from more than 10 sites across
the northern half of the state. Siskin
sightings may have been increased

by the larger than usual number of
nesting pairs which remained in the
state this summer.

American Goldfinch: Many
families with young were noted into
late Aug (OBBA II data, fide Matthew
Shumar). Birds were seen throughout
the period, with a group of 300 at
Miami Whitewater wetlands on 10
Oct (Ned Keller, m. obs.) and several
of 200 at other locations.

Evening Grosbeak: Two were seen
at feeders on 14 Nov, one in Elyria,
Lorain (fide BRAS), and one in
Ashtabula (Rob Krajeski). Neither

remained for public viewing.
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House Sparrow: These were
reported throughout the state in all
types of habitats.

Errata

There was an erroncous image
caption in the Summer 2009 season
report. The American White Pelican
photograph on page 154 shows 24
individuals, whereas the caption
suggests that there were 28. Twenty-
eight birds were indeed reported,
but four had taken to the air before
this photo was taken. Additionally,
we failed to credit Su Snyder as the
photographer.
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