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The Ohio Bird Records Committee exists to increase knowledge of Ohio's 
bi rdli fc by validating records, maintaining archives for researchers of Ohio records 
of occurrences of rare bird spec ies. and establ ishing Lhe offi cial list of Ohio bird 
species. The OBRC relies vitally on help from Ohio's fi eld birders who send in 
details of their sightings of rare birds. Birds unsatisfactorily documented or not 
subjected to peer review by the Committee cannot be added to official Ohio 
records, nor will they be anributed in The Ohio Cardinal. The OBRC establishes 
the Review List. which includes all species encountered infrequently enough in the 
state as to require documentation (specimen, photo, sound recording, and/or fu ll 
written descriptions from witnesses) fo r their inc lusion in the sc ientific record. 

The OBRC does not review sightings as such, of course, only documentations 
or sightings. The Committee cannot decide if a given species was seen and 
correctly identified , but only if the documentation made available from those 
present at the sighting verifies, fo r the historical record, the species' occurrence at 
the ti me. All documentations received, together with Committee actions thereon, 
arc archived for researchers. All these records-with the sole exception of the 
identi ties of Committee members on vote sheets- are available to the publ ic upon 
request of the Secretary. 

The current members of the Ohio Bird Records Comm ittee are Micki Dunakin 
(Antwerp), Joe Hammond (Columbus). Rob Harlan (Parma Heights), Ned Keller 
(Cleves), Jay Lehman (Cincinnati), Greg Links (Temperance. MI), Jim McCormac 
(Columbus), Kevin Metcalf (Chardon), Sue Tackett (Brookville). Ell iot Tramer 
(Whitehouse), and Sean Zadar (Parma Heights). A summary of actions taken since 
the last published report fo llows. Names of observers submitting acceptable 
documentation are supplied in each case. 

Accepted Records 
In order to be accepted. records require a minimum of nine accept votes from 

the I I-member committee. 

Common Eider Somatena 1110/lissi111u- Lake Coun1y. 25 September 2003. Observer: John 
Pogacnik (ph). Amazingly, this bird appeared at 1he cxac1 locale of las1 wi nter's common cider, ah hough 
th i~ mny n01 be the same individua l! Only 1he 1hird accepted record ever for Ohio. 

Tricolored Rcrno Egretta tncolur- C: uyahoga Cou111y. 16 April '.!003. Observer: 
0

Suzanne 
Wagner. Thinic1h record since 1980. 

Tricolored Heron £. 1r1co/or- \Vash1ng1on County. '.!~ Apri l 2003. Obsen crs: Bill Thompson Ill 
(ph). Jon Bcncdeni. Jeanene Esker. Norbcn b l.er. 01cl. Esker. Barbara I lohman. Ann Pyle, Glenn 
Haynes, Mary Shepherd. Lynn Beardmore. Tl11ny-firs1 record since 1980. 
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Tricolored Heron £. tncolnr- Eri c C:ou111y. 9 July through 3 Augu!>t '.!003. Obscn·ers: Troy 
Shively (ph). Dan Sanders. Su Snyder. rim Leslie. Don Plant. Gary Co" ell Jr .. Ned Bixler. What was 
presumed 10 be 1he same bird \\as seen at three locales \\ilhin close prox1111 i1y hcl\\ CCn 1he dates listed. 
Thiny-second record since 1980. 

Glossy Ibis P/egadisfalcinc//11s- Waync Coun1y. 16 May 2003. Obsen•crs: Perry Yoder, Bruce 
Glick. Lowell Crilow, Mose Weaver. Erv in Miller. Al leas11he 22"J record since 1980. 

White-faced Ibis P chi/ii- Sandusky Coun1y, 17 May 2003. Observers: Greg Links. Jc tTCul l ~n, 
Becky Cul len. Brad Cullen. Tenth record since 1980. 

Black Rail La1eral/11sja111aice11sis- llol111cs County. 14 June 2003. Observers: David Kline. 
Dennis Kl ine. Ke\'in Kl ine. Joel Kline. and Kcnne1h Kline. Brian Miller, Murris Miller (ph). Wayne 
Yoder. Firsl I lolmes County record and only the fiflh since 1980. 

Piping Plover Clwradr111s 111elod11s- Lucas County. 3 May 2003. Obsen er: R. Christopher Vest. 
Fony-fi flh record since 1980. 

Hlack-headed Gull l am s ridib1111d11s- Lucas County, 11 i ovemher :!003. Obsen ers: Bill Whan. 
Bob Conlon, Dave Hom. Thi rty-founh record since 1980. 

Least Tern Stem a 0111i/lar11111- 0 11uwa County, 17 May '.!003. Observer: Man Anderson. 
Eigh1ecn1h record since 1980. 

Loggerhead Shrike Lanius /11dol'lci(11111s Adams County, I 0 May through 16 July 2003. 
Observers: Jay Lehman (ph). Randy Lakes. Karl Maslowski, Hank Am1s1rong. Pe1c Whan. Neill Cade. 
Jason Cade. Dan Sanders, Greg Miller. Andy Bess. Recently added 10 the review list due 10 precipi1ous 
declines in reccn1 years, this was the only reported nesting in 2003. 

Yellow-rumped " Audubon's" Warbler De11droica coronato a11d11bo111- Franklin Coun1y. ~April 
2003. Obseners: Jim McConnac, Mike McConnac. Peter King. While not an official review species. 
there ha\ C only been about four published records of 1be western counterpan 10 1he "mynle" warbler. 
and it was fonnerly considered a dis1inc1 species. Any sigh1ings of 1his subspecies should be 1horoughly 
documented. 

Harris's Sparrow Zo1101riclria quemla- Lake County, 12 October 2003. Observer: Ben 
Fambrough. Aboul the 20'" record sinci: 1980. 

Smith's Longspur Calcarius pic111s- T11scarawas County, 8 Apri l 2003. Obsi:rvcrs: Robert 
Schlabach, Ed Schlabach. Leroy Schlabach. Bruce Glick, Leon Miller. Only 1hc se\'Cnlh record since 
1980 and lhe first since 1991. 

Records Not Accepted 
Documentations received for the following reports received fewer than six votes 

to accept, and were hence not accepted. 

Whooper· Swan Cygnus cyg1111s Licking County. 16 Apnl 2003. Observers: Jim Siafford (ph), 
Cun Dus1himer. While this bird was identi fied correctly-1he obscn,ers 1ook exccllen1 pho1os-1he 
record wus not accepted on 1he basi~ of' uncertain origin. This species 1s a rare wi ld vagrant to Alaska 
and the western U.S., bul repons from elsewhere are generally discounted :1s escapes. Whooper swans 
arc kept 111 cap1ivi1y, and like 01her cap1ivc waicrfowl can and do escape. It's probably far more likely 
that a frec-nying Ohio bi rd would be an escape. and wi1hou1 some ha rd evidence such as a 1raceablc 
band, ii would be dinlcult 10 accepl an Ohio record of1his sp<:cics as '' ild. 

Common Raven Corms comx Cuyahoga Couniy, 11 May '.!003. A fascmaiing rcpon. and one 
which almost all members felt may '' ell ha\ c bc.:n accura1e. llo" e,·cr. lhc bird \\as seen only briefly 
from a mo' ing \ chicle. and no extended <>bsen at ion could be made. h is unfonuna1c 1ha1 circumS1ances 
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did nut allow for thorough study and documentation of this sighti11g, and even though the documenta
tion describes well what \\US seen 111 that brief' ic\\ , it wasn't enough to allow for acceptance of such a 
rarity. T here ha' c only been two accepted records smce I 9.t6. 

Hoa ry Red poll Cardm:lis lion11m1011111- Wayne County. 19 February 1981. II \\as requested that 
the comminec re' iew this historic record. as the sighting preceded formation of the OBRC. Almost all 
members felt tha1 the documentation-which did not include photos- 'vas simply too sparse in detail to 
adequately distinguish the rather blurry suite of characters that separate hoary from common rcdpoll. 
Under the best of circumstances. these two can be hard to differentiate, and very careful study and 
recording of details such as bill structure and plumage patterns arc' ital. Compoundmg difficuh1es arc 
intem1ediate birds. and only hoary redpolls at the extreme end of this common/hoary species complex 
seem readily separated. 

Records In Recirculation 
Records arc recirculated when they have received from the Committee between 

six and eight votes to accept, or if any member requests recirculation. 

Ruff Phllomad111s p11g11ax Wyandot County, 18 July 2003. Seeking additional de1ails before a 
final decision. 

Lo ng-tailed .Jaeger S1ercorar111s /011gica11d11s- Franklin County, 8 October 2003. There's no 
question this bird was a subadu lt jaegcr, but some members are as yet uncertain which species was 
involved. 

Western G ull Lar11s occide111alis-Seen on two different dates in March 2003, in Cuyahoga and 
Lorain counties on Lake Eric. A series of very good photographs was taken. This record has now been 
reviewed twice. Much expert opinion has been gathered from outside Ohio, and these comments will 
help guide the comm11tee m coming to a decision in the third and final round of circulation. 

Loggerhead hrike Lamus l11dm·icia1111s-Wyandot County, 9 November 2003. Seeking 
additional details and photographs before a final dec1s1on. 

Records Pending Review 

48 

We await details on some of these reports. 

Ross's Goose Clu!ll rossll-Stark County. December 2003/January 2004. 

Ross's Goose C. rossi1- l lam1hon County, JO °'·ember 2003. 

Swainson 's Hawk 8111eo swai11so11i- Lake County. 20 November 2003. 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidns ferr11gi11ca-Wayne County, 6 September 2003. 

Rufo us Hummingbird Selosphorus rn/i1.v- Franklin County, November-December 2003. 

Rufous Hummin~bird S. r11/i1s- Muskingum County. November 2003. 

Rufo us Hummingbi rd S. 1'1(/iis- Lorain County, October-November 2003. 

Rufous Hummin~bird S. nifi1s- Summit County, October-December 2003. 

Rufo us Hummingbird S nifi1s- Lucas County. November-December 2003. 

Rufous Hummingbird S rufi1s- Darkc County, September-December 2003. 

Rufous Hummingbird S ru(us Butler County. NO\ember-December2003. ~ 
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