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the creek where one might pull off the road for a bener view of the pond, but 
permission should be obtained from the owner, who lives in the first house north of 
this pond. 

These ponds and their adjacent habitat may not merit many visits from birders 
privileged to live near the Lake Erie marshes, but for those of us whose lands have 
largely lost their attraction to the marshland species, they offer new credibility to 
the saying, "If you build it, they will come." 

Information about the Wetlands Reserve Program can be had from The Natural 
Resources Conservation Sen ·ice al the USDA or at <http://inm:nrcs.usda.gov/ 
programsh~·rp/>. - Ed. At. 
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The 2002-03 Christmas Bird Counts 
Ned Keller 
7899 Bridgetown Road Cleves, OH 45IXJ2 
keller@one.net 

Sixty Christmas Count circles reported their re ults this year, the same number 
as last year. There was only one change: Mt. Gilead was back after a year's 
absence, but we did not hear from Athens. All but three of the circles also reported 
their results to National Audubon, which was the source of most of the data 
pre ented here. Clark County, Gypsum. and Hancock County (which counts the 
entire county, not the standard 15-mile circle) are reported only here. Data from the 
rest of the country and beyond, and from past counts, are available online at 
Audubon's web site, <http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/>. 

In the past, we have designated sightings reports that included documentation. 
Because we no longer receive reports directly from most count circles. and because 
the documentation submitted to Audubon is not available online (at least, I couldn't 
find it!), that feature has been dropped. The data are reproduced here as received, 
with two exceptions: I have corrected what seemed like obvious errors (such as 
multiple Oregon juncos, with zero other dark-eyed), and I have undoubtedly 
introduced new errors while transcribing the data. 

We saw a total of 148 species this year, plus an additional 4 during count 
weeks. This is back to a more ordinary number than last year's 152 species. 
Eighteen species were recorded from only a single count on count day: a great egret 
at Ohio River, 11 trumpeter swans at Onawa NWR, a common eider at Mentor, a 
harlequin duck at Grand Rapids-Waterville, 3 white-winged scoters in Lakewood, 
an osprey in Hancock County, a broad-winged hawk at Portsmouth, 3 Virginia rails 
at Millersburg, a common moorhen in Columbus, 2 purple sandpipers at Lake Erie 
Island , an American woodcock at Beaver Valley, 2 little gulls in Mentor, a 
Thayer 's gull in Cleveland, a northern saw-whet owl at )(jlldeer Plains (with 
another count-week individual at Dayton}, a rufous hummingbird at Wooster (with 
another count-week bird in Cincinnati!), a Swainson 's thrush at Lakewood, a 
common yellowthroat at Millersburg, and a white-winged crossbill at Wellington. 
Obviously, sightings such as these are the ones for which documentation is most 
desirable. Inevitably, common species were missed occasionally: where were the 
American kestrels in Lakewood, the American crows at Grand Lake St. Marys, and 
the American robins at Oxbow Lake? 

Cincinnati led the pack with the highest number of species reported, with 87. 
Not far behind were Millersburg with 85, Lake Erie Islands with 84, and Cuyahoga 
Falls and Toledo with 82. Cuyahoga FaUs had the be t turnout of field ob ervers 
with 92 (plus an additional 45 feeder watchers), followed by Preble County with 84 
and Cincinnati with 81. Mansfield and Parkersburg also turned out impressive 
numbers of feeder watchers, with 24 and 23. respectively. 
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The 2002-03 Christmas Bird Count areas. Numbers within circles correspond to 
count numbers in the preceding article. ~ 

The Ohio Cardinal 

Attention, Ohio Observers 
W. Leon Dawson 

A hundred winters ago, William Leon Dawson \\'OS completing work on The 
Birds of Ohio (1903). He issued the following appeal to Ohio birders in the 
January-February issue of the Wilson Bulletin ( 15[ I]: 32). Present-day readers 
may be interested in seeing a list of birds whose Ohio stalu was problematic a 
century ago, as considered by one of the most prominent omithologists of the day -Ed 

lnfonnation is e pecially desired concerning the status or occurrence in this 
State of the following species. Some of them are merely under suspicion as prob
abilities; some are just coming to recognition as newly elaborated sub-species; 
others, once reckoned common by our ornithological fathers, have unaccountably 
passed from our ken; others still, while well known residents of our State, occupy 
variable areas, or occur within limits not satisfactorily determined. In preparing a 
book on the Birds of Ohio the writer is both discovering the weak places in his own 
armor, and waking up to the fact that many likely species are being allowed to pass 
unnoticed by the majority of observers. Any infonnation received will be gratefully 
acknowledged in these columns or in the pages of the book: 

Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis). 
Red-legged Black Duck (Anas obscura rubripe ). 
Cory's Least Bittern (Ardetta neoxena). 
Yellow Rail (Porzana noveboracensis). 
Black Rail (P.jamaicensis). 
American Goshawk (Accipiter atricapillus). 
Saw-whet Owl (NyctaJa acadica). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus borealis). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax tlaviventris). 
Hoyt 's Horned Lark (Otocoris apestris [sic] hoyti Bishop); recently elaborated. 

Probably abundant in winter. 
Prairie Homed Lark (0. a. praticola) in winter. 
Thick-billed Redwing (Agelaius pha:nicus fortis Ridgw.) in early winter and early 

pring. 
Dickcissel (Spiza americana). What is its range? 
Philadelphia Vireo {Vueo philadelphicus). 

orthem Parula Warbler (Compsothlypis amicana usnere). 
Sycamore Warbler (Seirus noveboracensis notabilis). 
Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii). 

W. LEON DAWSON, Columbus. 0. ~ 
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