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Red-throated Loon: Aju' offsl>ore :11 Rocky Ri'er Pk ~e>ted from at least 4 Dec (J. Hammond et al.J 
through 16 Dec (C. pagnoli). One \\al> at BCSP on 9 (D. O\eracker) through 10 Dec ( L. Gara), 
and another at HBSP on 22 Dec ( L. Roschel and al Fairpon Hbr on 24 Dec (8. Ko\ alsky et al.). A 
returning migrant consoned \\ith a submarine in Cle\ eland on 16 (.\1. England. m ob:.I and 17 Feb 
(P. Lozano et al.). 

Common Loon: \ 1tgration conrmued throughout Dec. Inland highs \\ere 18 on 3 Dec at Ca~ Ck SP 
( . Rtt•es) and 26 OH!r H"lmef on the 7' (L. Yoder). Y.hrle on the £rit> shore J. Pogacnik"s L\1P 
\igils rallied 84 on 9 Dec. 65 on 16 Dec, and 19 on the 30' \faking up the last hurrah were three on 
lhe Gyp,um CBC of I Jan. 

Pied-hilled Grebe: \\ mtered in moderate numbers s1ate\\-1de. v. 1th high count:. of :!3 on the 2 I Dec 
OXWRC and Ii at Fairpon Hbr on I Jan (L. Rosche). In the Columbu,, area. a.s man) as SC\ en ma) 
have spent the sea! on (R. Thorn). and se'en at EFSP on 3 Jan ( 8. tan le) ). four in Cle\ eland on 13 
Jan {B. Finkelstein ), one at the Independence Damm Dejia11ce 7-17 Jan (J . \'ochum). fi,e at 
LaDue Res 12 Jan (A. Fondrk), and one in C/Jnum 111-29 Jan (l. G>1ra) "'"-re unlikely 10 have been 
doing othem1~c. 

Horned Grebe: Unusual!). state\\ idc and winter-long. The high counr "-3' of 77 btrds off LMP on 16 
Dec (J . Pogacnjl..). and among mrd-" inter birds m the mtenor \\ere one at Hoo\ er Res m Frankl"' 
22 Jan ( R.. Thorn) . .ine ac \\ 1lmmg1on Res 28 Jan ( E. Roush). one a1 \\ 1D1?foo1 Lk, Summll, 30 Jan 
(8.1\lorrisonJ. l\\O at EFSP 31 Jan (8 . taole) ), and three at Hoo, er 3 Feb (fhorn). A nonh
l>ounder \\35 m U. Ke™i. Geuugu, on 26 Feb (J. Kolarl. 

Red-necked Grebe: Three at Grand Lk St \fary;. on 10 Dec (G. \liDer) \\CfC the lru.t southbound 
migrants reponed. but one al Caesar Ck SP on 9 Feb "'~ more likcl) lo.,t than beading oonh earl) 
I . Rttns). 

~oabern Gannet: A juvenile that ma) \\ell ha\e been one that went rumored but undocumented- for 
a week pre\ ious \\as seen on 28 Dec at Fnirpon Hart.or and written up. Octa1I~ are u11h rhe OAR(' 

Double-crested Cormorant: Fe\\ ,ffi1wcd up a"ay from u, Erie this >eason. Though a,; many as 860 
occurred as late a.., l! Dec at Ba) \re"' (\ '. F11io). later only small LM.efront numbers \\l!l'C noted 
unul the smgle most unusual s1gh11ng. 43 at Sandusk} on 3 Feb ( R.. Harlan. \\ agner); no later 
e\1dence l-ame to hght to claril) tfthe~ \\ere lo.:ab t:uthful 10 the roost dunng a mild wmter, 

Great Blue Heron: A conc.-enm111on of 107 at EHSP on 4 Dec was nocable ( \'. Fano). 

Great Egret: E. Tramer reponed ~I\ remaining a1 CP' \\ R on 8 Dec. J. Re) da et al. had one a1 
Fire!>tone \IP m Akron on 16 Dec. and one still hung on at Ona"a on the 24 (J. Pogacnik). the first 
da)' of the cold snap. 

Green Heron: A H'J) late bird remained on 15 Dec m Holmi.:.t 10 be documented b) A. Miller et al. for 
the Millersburg CBC. December records are fe,, and far between. 

Black~row ned '\ll!ht-Heroo: The Toledo CBC tallied their 1rad11ional v. mtenng bmls. with 11 this rime 
on 16 Dec. In Cle\ eland. 1-3 \\ere along the LaJ..efront from I:! Jan (A. Fondrk) through at least 17 
Feb (P. Lozano) 

Black \'ulture: \\inter roosts seem established in the Cincinnau area ( 14 at EFSP 15 Dec b) R. Kolde. 
70 on the 30 Dec local CBC. 12 on :?O Jan at M1am1 Fon by N. Keller). m Adams (with 110 on its 15 
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Dec CBCI. in Athens (21onthe16 Dec CBC). in Holmes (27 on 15 Dec near Lk Buckhorn by E. 
Schlabach , and 65 on the 15 Dec Millersburg CBC), in Muskingum {38 near 'ew Concord on 3 Feb 
by J. Larson), and in Licki11g (63 in Granville on 13 Feb by T . Nickerson). 

Turke)' \'uJture: A strong sbo'";ng season-long. First, migrants straggled along in a balmy Dec, \\ith 
individuals m Paulding on the 46 ( D&~I Dunakin) and Geauga on the 7"' ( 8. Ro)se). Second. a few 
odd mid-\\1nter birds\\ ere sighted. such as in Ene on 4 Jan (8. Phillip ) and on 25 Jan in Summit 
{D&A Cbasarl. Third. winter roost:. boasted robust numbers: 110 at Lk Buckhorn in Halmes on 15 
Dec (E. cblabach). 236 on the Athens CBC on 16 Dec. 220 on the 15 Dec Millersburg CBC in 
Holmes.111 at a newly-reponed roost near New Concord. Muskingum. on 3 Feb (J. Larson). 150 in 
Hamilton on 8 Feb {E. Lotz). and 271 (then no doubt includfog some migrants) on 13 Feb in Licking 
(T. ' ickerson). Finally. migration \\BS underway in mid-Feb. with a bird in Lucas on 16 Feb ( E. 
Tntmer). I 0 m Greene on the 17• ( D. O\·eracker). and ooe at Bedford MP on the 15"' and on lhe 
23" m S. Chagnn ~fP (both in Cuyahoga by L. Deinjnger). 

Greater Wbite--fronted Goose: rcc numbers. One m Paulding stayed 4 ov-3 Dec for D&M Dunakfo. 
Two were in Preble on 30 Dec (B. Pr.itt). and six al Ottawa on 24 Dec (J. Pogacnik). Oddly. srx 
passed 1-12 Jan in a Clinton qu31T) (L. Gara. mob:.). fost unusual was a lengthy presence at 
Killdeer. with six 2 Feb (T . Archdeaoon). lhen 15 by 9 Feb (8 . Conlon) through 15 Feb (.\1. 
England, mobs) and well mto Mar (T. hint~ ). 

no" Goose: Over 2500 reponed, perhaps mvolnng only half that many indi.,iduals, from 29 counties. 
most often from Dec. but good numbers wintered, with repons from !.'very week of the period. High 
counts ofp~ersby includcd - 75 in Darke ( R. SchJeltz) and -30 over C leveland on 2 Dec (M. 
Krejci), and 300+ on 8 Dec in Findlay (B. Sams fide B. Hardesty ). Small numbers appeared in mid
\1-inter state\1-ide In Jan alone. one was at BCSP on the t • (D. Dister), four in Riclrland 1 •-6• (T. 
Archdeacon). three m Clinton (L. Glr1l) and 25 at Mosquito Ck WA 2 .. -3 .. (000\\'). one m 
Fairfield on the 56 (J. Fry), e1gb1 m Summit on lhe 76 (B. \1orrison). tY.o in Lucas on the 10"' (E. 
Tramer), one in Butler on the 11• ( . Ree\'es), two m Lorain on lhe 12 (R. Harlan, S. \ agner). 
three in Portage on the 14• (L. Rose be), throe at Mosquito Ck WA on the 16"' (C. Babyak), six at 
Wellington Re:. on the 26• ( . n)der). six at Hueston Wds SP on the 2~ (D. RusseU). and four at 
IUUdeer on the 2 (B. Ro~se). Wintered in the Y.e:.tern Lk Erie marshes as has become customary, 
with O~'\\ RC counts of 42 on 2 Dec and 123 on both 6 Jan and 3 Feb. 

Ross·s Goose: A ju', found on 28 Dec near 'ewark. Licking. by Jason E tep. alternately C\aded and 
sausfied others searching the area through at least 8 Jan (B. Ro) e). 

Canada Goo e: Doing quite well. thank ~ou. Inland, 2150 Y.ere at Lk Rockwell. Ponage. 9 Dec (L 
Roscbe), 2000+ outh of Woo:.ter. ll'a)-ne. 20 Jan (S. n)der), and 100<>-'- at HoO\er Res in Frunklin 
25 Jan (J. Hammond). Near the Lake, the Ottav..i CBC of6 Jan tallred a record 13.816 honkers. and 
the Cedar Pt Chaussee hill'bored 4600- on 13 Jan(\ '. Fazio). OOOW aenal ~urveys of2-3 Jan tallied 
10.6:12 on Lk Erie and 8527 at seven mland sites. 

Brant: K. )liller reponed a small group passing by HBSP on 5 Dec (fide G. MilJer), and J. Hammond 
two imm there on the 7"'. L. Rosche had a bird at Fairpon Hbr on 30 Dec. J . Pogacnik noted one 
off LMP in LaAe on 24 Feb. 

)lute wan: Gathered m flocb for the winter. 'ine \\-ere a t Springfield Lk in Summit for B. Morrison 
on J Jan. and an equal number at Paulding Res for the ~l&D Orme.kin on 5 Feb. On Lk Erie, . 
Fazio counted 35 at EHSP on 4 Dec. and R. Harlan and S. Wagn er 30 at Medusa Mmh on 3 Feb. 

Tundra Sl\an: Arrived from the nonh two weeks late this fall, and stayed even later. Good numbers "ere 
451on2 Dec's ON\\'RC and 127 at HBSP on 9 Dec (L. Roscbe). Wintered as usual ar western Lk 
Ene marshes. v. 1th 300 on the 6 Jan 0}.\\'R.C: the 3 Feb census tall ied 472 there, perhaps augmented 
by oC\\ arrivals. May \\-ell ha~e wintered in small numbers elsewhere. G. Leidy had 35 in f11gh1 o\·er 
Rock) Ri\er Res'n on 29 Dec .. and H. Hendrickson 24 over Geauga on 7 Jan. ODO\\' aerial 
sun.eys 2-3 Jan found 88 S\\an spp. statewide, from 10 sites.. Repons came from eight inland 
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counties during Jan. from one in Defiance lhrough lhe 24• (J. Yochum). 32 on the t 1• in Portage 
( L. Rosche), 3-8 lhrough much of the period a1 Killbuck WA ( . m·der). and ~o al Hoover Res on 
lhe 24• ( \I. England); a1 Killdeer 36 were presen1 on 12 Jan (R. Ha.rfan . . Wagner). then 38 on 13 
Feb (J . ~hman). D. Ferris found 18 at Mosqui10 Ck WA on 8 Feb. by which time migration was 
apparently undemay; observers in Oniario reponed thousands passing lhrough from the first lhrougb 
third weeks of Feb this }ear (J . Miles). 

Wood Duck: Scanered widely in small numbers 1hrough the period. with a high coum of 2 I birds in 
Clark on 26 Jan-mosl of\\ hich had persisted 8t the si1e since 15 Dec ( D. O\·eracker}--and all the 
"-3Y norlh. \l.itness lhe al Lk Rock\\ ell. Ponage. also on 26 Jan (L. Ro che). 

Gadwalt: Good numbers persisted lhrough Dec.\\ i1h 640 on the 2 Dec O 'WRC, 300 on the t6• al 
CPNWR (E. Tram er). and - 250 at Killdeer on the 20"' (B. Wha n).\\ hile 206 were still to be found 
~the 12 Jan census of Kelleys Island (T. Bartlett). Small numbers wintered locally. bu1 migra-
110_11--<>r at least resllessness-began early apparently. wnh 12 at MWW on 5 Feb '·Cade). 34 at 
Wmgfoot Lk. S11mmit, on 6 Feb (L. Rosche), and >O--- at Killdeer on 15 Feb (M • .England). 

American Wigeon: Scant numbers. \\ith 354 on the 2 Dec 01'\\ RC the high counL Small numbers 
wintered. as 3~ a1 HOO\cr Res. Franlclin (R. T horn), and perhaps a fC\~ a1 Killdeer (with 15 there 
on 2 Feb, D. 0Hn1<:ker), as well as m 11'0)71e (with one near Wooster 4-5 Jan and four at Killbuck 
WA on 2 Feb by . n}der). Ten "ere counted on the 3 Feb O WRC. Fifty-plus at Killdeer on 15 
Feb (.M. England) \\ere lil.ely migrants. after -se~era1- had been seen there on 28 Jan (B. Ro)se). 

American Black Duck: umbers \\ere down. "ith 240 at the CCE on 24 Dec (J. Pogacnik) and a mere 
250+ at Castalia Pond on 30 Dec(\'. Fazio) the high counts. lnland. E. Roush had 45 al Cowan Lk 

P on 14 Jan. D. O\eracker 40 at BCSP on 26 Jan. and N. Cade five at MWW on 5 Feb. B&D 
Lane 53\\ three on 7 Jan. 20 on 19 Jan. and 80 on 23 Feb in Columhiana. ODO\\ aerial sur\'eys on 
2·3 Jan found 3734 in Lk Erie and 275 in seven inland spots 

Mallard: ·umerous. ubiqu11ous. The 6 Jan Onawa CBC accumuJated 26, 735 birds. 

Blue--\\inged TeaJ: T\\O loiter~ were detected in Ponage on 4 Dec (B. Bollnn). and another was at 
Killdeer on the I 1 • (H. Nagy). 

Xorthern ho,eler: The 2 Dec 0 :wRC found 237. and at CP~ \\. R c-o remained on 16 Dec (E. 
Tramer). \\ith 286 that day for the Toledo CBC. Al the CCE. 38 rernamed on 24 Dec (J. Pogacnik). 
For this and other speci~. Castalia 'i. warm waters did not conceo1rate customary numbers in this 
'~arm winter. with a high there of only-80 on 13 Jan (V. Fazio). Se\ en were still al BCSP on 25 Jan 
(D. O\eracker). and one at Ottawa for the 3 Feb census. 

Northern Pintail: As with other species. seemingly persisted through the season. V. Fazio coumed - 530 
at Ottawa on 4 Dec and 155 on the 12•. \\here J. Pogacnik had 140 on the 24•. About 25 "ere at 
Killdeer on 28 Jan (B. Ro)se). and 50+ there on 2 Feb (T. rchdeacon ) with 40 the same day at 
BCSP (D. o~eracker) for some unusual records. 

Green-n inged Teal: As expected, larger numbers occurred early. \\ nh a high count of - 1100 al Otta\\1l 
on 4 Dec(\'. Fazio). where l 10 \~ere more unusual on 24 Dec (J . Pogacni.k ). Still more unusual 
mid-\\inter repons included one at \1ill Ck., Hamilton (X. Keller). another at Wildwood Pk.. 
Cuyahoga. on 2 Jan (D&J Hoffman). one at Huron on 18 Jan (8. Morrison). two al Killbuck WA 
on 23 Jan and one on 2 Feb ( . n)der). two on the 3 Feb O 'WRC. and a male a1 LaDue Res on 8 
Feb (R. Rkkard ). E1gh1een al Magee Marsh WA on 17 Feb \\ere likelier returning migrants (H& 
Hiris). 

Can\'Mback: Fe\\ er than normal. \\ ith high coums of7()(}-- at CP 'WR on 8 Dec (E. Tnmer) and 200 
on 30 Dec a1 Fairpon Hbr (L. Rosche). Inland. !ugh counts included 11 on 30 Dec at Wellington 
Res. loroin (V. Fazio), and 13 at Fostoria Res on 19 Feb (B. Ha rdest) ). 000\V aenal sun·eys 2-3 
Jan found 2850 in Sandusky Bay, none else\\ here. 
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Redhead: Their numbers down with a warm Lk Erie (high coum 400-'- at Sheldon Marsh S Pon 13 Jan 
by \ '. Fazio). some persisted v.imer-long: L. Ro cbe bad 75 at Fairpon Hbr on 30 Jan. Inland. R. 
Thorn reponed one 0 1 Alum Ck Res. Delaware. on 2 Jan and a pair 3 Feb at Hoover Res. Franklin; 

. nyder seven on 13 Jan. one on 22 Jan. two on 26 Jan. and IS on 9 Feb at Wellington Res; 
n~der also found three at Funk WA on 3 Feb and fi\e on 16 Feb a1 Sbre\e. Wayne. B&D Lane had 

seven males m Medina on 18 Feb. 

Ring-necked Duck: A remarlrable season-long presence. 680 were al Welling1on Res on 14 Dec. then 
410+ oo the 30 (both \'. Fazio). but 288- remained on 1 Feb (B. Whan). Both the Toledo CBC (16 
Dec. with 424) and the Otta\\ a CBC (with 49 on 6 Jan) set all-time high records. \\'ay over in 
4fuskmgum, I 48 were at lbe Wilds on 21 Jan (J . Larson). and 13 were in Columbus on 5 Jan (R. 
Thorn). and al Killbuck \ A in WaJne . nyder reponed three on 27 Jan and 15 on 3 Feb. D. 
Cbasar judged lhat several ofa group of3-1 2 wintered at 'orthfield. Summit. By 27 Feb migrams 
\\ere passing lhrough. \\ith 1300 at Mogadore Res (L Rosche). 

Greater caup: Way down in numbers, with a high count of only 63 at Rocky River Pk on I 0 Jan (P. 
Lozano), \\ here 30 remained on 5 Jan (G. Leid~ ). Inland. one was at BCSP on 8 Dec (D. 
0Hracker), and t\\O al Killdeer on 15 Feb (;\I. England). 

Lesser ca up: Ditto. with a high coum of 500+ at MBSP on 9 Dec (T . Archdeacon), and I 65 at Pon 
Clinton on the I 2• ( V. Fazio). Mid·\\inter count topped out at 40 on 9 Feb at Wellington Res ( 
n~der). 

Harlequin Duck: An imm male tlC\\ by LMP in lake on 26 Dec (J. Pogacnik). 

urf Scorer: The season produced repons of 25+ birds, mos1 in Lk Erie. but much fanher inland \\ere 
bmls on 9 Dec: 5-6 at Clear Fork Res (J . Herman). and l\\o at EFSP (B. ranJey). lbe laies1 came 
from \Vellmgton Res on 23 Feb ( . n~·der) 

WhilM\inged Scorer: A plethora compared to fall. with a female al the Grand Lk St Marys hatchery on 
9 Dec (J. Perchalsld). a bird at LMP m Lale on 16 Dec (J . Pogacnik), another on the Gypsum CBC 
on I Jan, and t\l.o at Cooncau1 on 26 Jan fPogllCnik). 

Black Senter: Down from autumn. \\;th one in Clinton on 28 Dec ( L. Gara). l\\'o in Fairpon Hbr on I 
Jan (J. Pogacnik). and a female at Lorain Harbor on I Feb ( 8 . \\ban). 

Long•lailed Duck: A. Fondrk had l\\o a1 LaDue Res on 7 Dec, and J . Pogacnik another duo al LMP in 
Lalce on the 29"'. The Gypsum CBC learn found one on I Jan. M. Anderson found o male west of 
Toledo on 6 Jan. and Pogacnik another at L1'1P on 2 Feb. 

8uffiehead: As usual. Kelleys and S. Bass Is l produced the largest rafts, with 1664 on 1he local CBC 14 
Dec (J. Pogacnik) and 1122 on the 16'", 798 on 12 Jan. and 504 on 9 Feb (all Kelleys Isl. T. 
BartJett). The mland high count \\3S of 15 at EF P, Clermont. on 19 Dec (B. tanley). A handful 
appear 10 ha\ e win1ered inland 8t \\'1lmmgton Res. "';th 1-5 present at each of eight visits spanning 
the penod 3 Dec-25 Feb(E. Roush ). 

Common Goldene)e: High counts came in Jan. with 600+ ofTCata\\ba lsl on the 1• ' .Fazio) and a 
record high coun1of1352 on the Ottawa CBC of the 6•. Harder to find in the Cenual Basin, with a 
high of only 79 at Rocky Rl\'cr Pk on 10 Jan (P. Lozano). Unusually scarce inland, and no notable 
numbers of Feb migrants reponed. 

Hooded ,\Jerganser: Seemingly hard 10 find on Lk Ene. small numbers \\ere tnland. as foe in Washing
ton 7 Jan ( B. Placier), one m Defiance the I 2•(J. Yochum), and I 5 at LaDue 8 Feb (R. Rickard). 
At Hoo\ er Res. howe\er, 20{)-L on 2 Dec (L. Po\1 lick) continued as - 100 25 Jan (J . Hammond), 
and R. Thorn estimated - JOO as presem most of the wmter there. Al Pleasant Hill Lk on 19 Feb, 62 
may ba\e been returrung migrants ( . nyder) 
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Common Merganser: Among high oounts, all on Lk Erie, 1328 were otfLMP on 29 Dec (J. Pogacnik), 
350 off Fairpon Hbr on the following day ( L. Rose he), and 3300 off Catawba Isl the day after that 
(Y. Fazio), Vi hen 516 were off LMP (Pogacoik). Very few were noted inland until the stan or 
nonhward movement oo 23 and 24 Feb. wheo I 0 were noted at BCSP (D. O.·eracker). 

Red-breasted lfergaoser: 'o dramatic counts were reponed from dry land, with J. Pogacnik's tally of 
8485 on 16 Dec at LMP the highest. and the high count for lhe Western Basin was ooly 685 at 
CP WR the same day (E. T ram er). R. Thorn reponed the first birds at Hoover Res on 3 Feb, an 
early date. 

Ruddy Duck: Some quite unusual winter inland concentrations were noted.. At Wellington Res, Lorain, 
V. Fazio had 290+ on 30 Dec (as well as 153 on nearby Oberlin Res). theo 32 on 4 Jan; S. Snyder 
found 14 there oo 22 Jan, and 25 on 9 Feb. Along the Lake, L. Roscbe noted 65 at Fairpon Hbr on 
30 Dec, where D. C basar had 25 on 5 Jan. 

Bald Eag,le: Recovering well from poisoning prior 10 the 70s, eagles were repon ed across the state this 
winter. An informal January survey by ODOW reponed 259 birds (vs. 204 last year) in 44 counties. 

Northern Harrier: Local as always. but in good numbers this season. the biggest reports came from 
eJttensively-birded Killdeer, where A. Fondrk wllied 40 for the area oo 27 Jan. and E. Tram er 15 in 
a single field on 16 Feb. Observers are urged to try to oonfinn breeding later in some of these areas 
of winier coocentratioo. An out-of-place bird at Rocky River Pk on 29 Dec (P. Lozano) must have 
been a ' 'ery late migrant. 

h arp-shinned Ha" k: One at the Gilberts· place in Geauga noted by K. l\letcalf on 22 Dec and by m 
obs thereafter may have had something to do with the subsequent disappearance of Ohio's first 
brown-headed nuthatch. 

Cooper 's Ha'~ k: Eight on 6 Jan was a record for the Onawa C BC. 

orthern Goshawk: 'early all the reliable repons came from the briefmid-wioter cold snap: ooe on the 
I Jan Gypsum CBC, rwo in the Marblehead area 2 Jan (V. Fazio), a sub-adult at Killdeer 3 Jan (H. 
Nagy et al., ph). and an adulc a t the Cincinnati Nat Ctr 4 fan (W . Apgar). Later, J . Pogacoik 
repon ed an imm from Mosquito Ck WA on 20 Feb. 

Red-tailed Bawk: Geauga's albinistic birds persist. one "along Aquila Rd not fur south of Rte 322 in 
Claridon Twp" (D. Best), and another. described by R. Hendrie.Itson as '·snow white all over except 
red tai l and a few colored feathers on his head" seen by Rte 6 oear Rte 86. 

Red~shouldered Ha wk: la expected numbers. and cominuing a steady advance into renain urban areas: 
R. Thorn reponed five birds wintered in Columbus. with other birds in Granville and east of 
Newark in Licking. 

Rough-legged lla,,k: Seemed down in some traditional haunts, such as Killdeer and the Funlc area in 
Wa)11e. High counts were of nine (w/ one dark morph) at The Wilds on 21 Jan (J. Larson) and e ight 
(w/ ooe dark morph) on 5 Jan in Geauga (A. Fondrk). Fanhest south were two in Ross on 15 Feb (J. 
M Mahon et al.). The CBCs' total this year was 106, \ S. 148 last year and 153 the year previous. 

Golden Eag le: A (sub]human shot one, later discovered in Morrow on 8 Dec; still alive. its left wing 
required amputation (fide ODOW). D. Graham et al. discovered one over the Cincinnati Nat Ctr on 
J 5 Dec, and B. Kovalsky et al. another at HBSP on 24 Dec. o repons documented the wimeriog 
bird al The Wilds this season, but see next issue. 

M erlin: Tweh ·e reports emerged from the oonhern counties, all from the first week of Jan or earlier. 
lnteresting was the return, for the third winter. of birds to Spring GrO\•e Cem in Cincinnati, where 
one was noted on 14 Jan (J. Hays). then two (apparently not last }'ear's birds) on 3 1 Jan (4 
Brumbaugh et al.). which then stayed through the end of the period (mobs). 
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Peregrine falcon: Al'is peregrina is what the 
Romans called a bird of passage, and that is 
the status of wild birds in Ohio. Introduced 
birds, on the other hand are often resident 
here in winter and summer. and young of 
these birds cruising for territory (such as 
that . Edinger reported from A them on 2 
Dec) may be seen anywhere. It is likely that 
the pereyine seen in the Lorain Harbor 
area from 24 Dec (J . Pogacnik) through at 
least 16 Feb ( t\'I. E ngland) was another 
pioneering urban bird. 

Wild T urkey: It seems only triple-figure repons 
of this ~uccessfully reintroduced species are 

newswonby these days: L. Deininger saw 
I 00+ near two Holmes locations oo 12 Jan. 
Still\\ell and Glerunoot. B. Placier had 20 
-daily at his place oear Athens. and says 
they ha\e ·'essentially eliminated the 
herbac.eous level flora of the woods~ there. 

Virginia Rail: One was found at ~agee Marsh 
WA on 17 Feb(fide ~1 . W a rren). "hetber 
ha\ ing o\erwintered or arrived unusually 
early is anyone's guess. Two showed up as 
usual for Millersburg CBC on 15 Dec a t a 
spring-fed welland. and the Wooster CBC 
reponed one on the 30 . 

Fairport Harbor in Lake County played 

host to th is merlin during the winter 

season. The bird posed for Joe Hammond's 

digiscope outfit on 4 December 2001. 

Am erican Coot: H&S Hiris counted a whopping 3564 at Magee on 16 Dec, the same day the Toledo 
CBC totaled a local record 272. At Wellington Res, 780+ remained on 30 Dec (\'. Fazio) when the 
Ciocinn:11i C BC found 502, and small numbers remained along the Lake \\-ioler-long. such as four at 
Bayshore. Lucas. oo 27 Jan (E. Tramer). bu1 43 on the Cleve land lakefront on 13 Jan (P. Lozano) 
took the cake. The ONWRC of 3 Feb produced 32. 

andbill Cr ane: Reported from 23 counties. mostly in the west. and over 2000 reponed. 480 (some 
redundant) from Hamilton alone. Most birds were fligh1y. but three homebodies spent 23 Nov-8 Dec 
at Cowan Lk SP (£. Roush). Geauga's "Troy Trio" lasted locally through 14 Dec, then reappeared 
in the spring (D. Fer ris). The 0Jtford CBC of 21 Dec found 200. and that for Grand Rapids/ 
Waten ille found 141 on 29 Dec. Movement. if 001 migration, apparently continued imo the cold 
spell of early Jan, with 25 in Clark oo the 1• (D. o,·eracke r), 75-.- over Cincinnati on the 3,. (J . 
Hays), - 50 over Warren on the4* (F. Glandorf). and 60 over Darlre on the 7'" and .12 on the 8* (R. 
Scbieltz}. Stragglers or perhaps wintering birds were three m Union oo 1 Jan then nme near the same 
location 22 Jan (J . W atts). aod on 5 Feb l\\O at MWW (N. Cade) and 1-2 nonh of Massillon (E. 

nively). 'on hbound migration had clearly begun aftermid-mooth, \\-ith 12 al MWW on the ts• (A. 
Oliver ). then 39 there on the 21• (F. Frick), as well as - IS on the 18" in Darke (Schieltz) and four 
over Toledo on the 27* (E. Tramer) . 

Killdeer: Off to a good stan \\-itb 180 at Cowan Lk SP on 7 Dec {E. Roush) and - 250 a t Killdeer on the 
206 (B. Whan). much smaller numbers \\ere reponed from 10 counties during Jan. with a high count 
of four on Kelleys Is l on the 2s• (V. Fazio). Feb records included a high count of 10 at Funlc WA on 
the 2..i (S. Snyder). seven at Cowan Lk SP on the 6• (E. Roush). three at Dillon Res in Muskingum 
on the 9* (C. Dusthimer), ooe in Fairfield on the 12* (J . 'I atts). one at the CPNWR on the 23"' (E. 
Tramer). and two at Gordon Pk in Cle\•eland oo the 25• (S. Zadar ). 
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Black-bellied Plover: The CCE harbored five 2 
Dec and three 4 Dec 1• Fazio). 

Greater YeJJowlegs: . Fazio found five a1 
Me12ger Marsh WA 4 Dec, and J . 
Pogacrtik another al Kelleys Isl 15 Dec. 

Les er YeUowtegs: Eighteen seen a1 Me12ger 
Marsh WA, Lucas, 12 Dec by . Fazio and 
26 the same day al Ottawa by K. Miller 
were likely overlapping sightings. Later, J . 
Pogacnik was to find four at the CCE on 
24 Dec for an even later record. The latest 
published repon in Ohio comes from I Jan 
1995. 

Least andpiper: On 4 Dec, V. Fazio had three 
at the CCE and four near Marblehead, and 
four were at CCE for him 12 Dec, where 
one remained 24 Dec for J. Pogacnik. Two 
observed al BCSP by D. Onnicker 16 Feb 
may well have wintered al Ibis spol, with 
three on the 15 Dec Clark CBC, where this 
species has seemed almost regular in 
winter. 

WHAN 

Pectoral Sandpiper : The ONWRC found two 111111 
lingering birds 2 Dec, and B. Whan a juv 
al Killdeer 20 Dec. J . Pogacnik found what 
may have been the same two Ottawa birds 
24 Dec. Obio"s latest published record comes from I Jan 1995. 

Purple a ndpiper: Hard to find this winter. One a1 HBSP on I Dec (R . Petruschke) grew to two, which 
persisted through al leas! 8 Dec (J. Lehman), and they may have been among the four reported just 
across !he inJe1 al Fairport Harbor on 2 Jan (B. Morrison). During !he Lake Erie Isl CBC of 14 Dec, 
a record 11 birds were on S. Bass Isl; the previous record was 6, also from the area .. 

Dunlin: A hardy species one might have expected to overwinter this year. V. Fazi.o counted 327 at !he 
CCE on 4 Dec, and 73 there on !he 12• . One was on Kelleys lsl on 15 Dec (J . Pogacnik), and the 
same obsen·er found 54 on the CCE on 24 Dec. as well as a singleton a1 Conneaut on 26 Jan, a date 
suggestive of successful wimering. 

Long-billed Dol\itcher: inc were found on !he 2 Dec ONWRC, and eight two days later by . Fazio 
there at the CCE. Fazio found five remaining there on 12 Dec, and J. Pogacnik three on 24 Dec: !he 
dates ofbolh lhese sightings SUJP3SS !he latest published record, which comes from 8 Dec 1985. 

Common Snipe: D&J. Hochadel reported 11 on their Trumbull property on 8 Dec, with four remaining 
the 16•. Probable wintering birds included one 13 Jan and three 30 Jan in Richmond HIS, Cuyahoga 
(P. Lozano), one each in Butler 19 Jan 1. Busain), in Stark 20 Jan (B. 1orrison). and at BCSP 27 
Jan (D. Overac.ker). Two in C. Anderson 's backyard in Wood on 20 Feb were in the vanguard of 
northbound migrants. 

American Woodcock: G. Miller et al. saw a late one al Killdeer on 11 Dec. R. Schei112 saw the first 
rerumee on 27 Jan in Darke, the same day another was reported nearby in Indiana. Two days larer 
M. Busam heard four al Gilmore Ponds, when at least iv.o were at EFSP (jide J . Lehman), and 
another detected at The Wilds (J . Larson). Last year the first birds appeared in three different spots 
OD 7 Feb. 
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Red Phalarope: A bird al the Huron unpoundmen1 ended an apparent sray of over five weeks with a final 
reponed appearance on 12 Dec (G. ;\ 1 ille r ). 

Pomarine Jaeger : Demonstraung v. hy it's no longer a review species. this season generated 29 reports 
from perhaps as many as a doz.en individuals. Five remained at Rocky River Pk through al least 3 
Dec ( I. Kerns ), and tY>o-lighlJUV and darlcjuv remained the follov.;~gday (J . Hammond): One 
dark morph juv showed up al nearby A mo Lk PP 8 Dec ( P. Lozano). wnh perhap the same btrd 
there !he 14• (Hammond). and mo not far away at Huntington Res' n on !he 16• (Lozano); all may 
Y>ell have been from !he same cohort. J . PogaC'oik noted the following from LMP in 1.Ake-. lhree on 9 
Dec, one 11 Dec. one J 6 Dec. one 26 Dec. and a dark jm I Jan. Birds reponed just 10 !he cast at . 
HBSP included one on 11 Dec (J . Fry), rwo 24 Dec (B. Kon! k} ). and a probable dark-morph bird 
26 Dec (K. ;\Jetcalf). The ho" was no! O\er. as Pogacnik sponed iv.·o far to !he v.cst a1 Sherod Pk 

near Vermilion. Lorain. on 3 Feb. 

f.arasitic J aege.r: An imm was seen at A\·on Lk PP on 1 Dec, with derails 10 !he OBRC. 

Jaeger sp.: P. Lozano had one m Rocky River on 5 Dec. and V. Fazio a distant flyby at Huron on 15 
Dec. 

Franklin's G ull: Tv.o very unusual m1d-Y>-inter occurrences: a firs1-v. inter bird at Lorain on 24 Dec (J . 
Pogacnik et aJ.). and an adult al Rocky River on 10 Jan (P. Lozano et al.). 

Little G ull: A poor show;ng by !his species, with three bnef ighrings this winier. An imrn was at Kelleys 
1 I on 16 Dec (T. Bartlen). an adult at Lorain on 24 Dec (J . Pogacnik et al.). and an 1mm at 

Eastlake on 5 Jan (Pogacnik ). 

BJ.a_ck-head ed G ull: A basic-plumaged adult on 20 Dec at Lorain harbor(S. Zadar) may well ba'e_been 
one seen for the local CBC on 24 Dec and the following day (J . Pogacnik et al.). Details are mth the 
OBRC. Derails v.ere also furnished for anolher bird found 30 Dec at Fairport Hbr (L. Rosche et al.). 
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Bonapa rte' s Gull: Defied convention by spending the winter in good numbers. K. l\l etcalf repon ed two 
birds in a lternate plumage as late as 24 Dec among flocks of thousands of basic-plumaged birds at 
Fairpon Hbr. Mid-winter numbers included 400- at Huron and -175 at Lorain on I Feb (B. Whan) 
and 400T along the Oeveland lakefront on 15 Feb (S. Zadar). 

Ring-bllled Gull: The most imposing count was 18.280 from J . Pogacnik as lhey passed LMP on 17 
Feb. G. MiDer reponed an odd leuci tic individual from the Cleveland lakefront on 2 1 Feb, with a ll 
bare pans yellow and all plumage white except for ''faint tea-stained colored wash on outer 
primaries:' 

Ring-bllled X Laughing GulJ hybrid: An apparent hybrid involving these rwo species was repeatedly 
seen and photographed 12 Jan through at least 28 Jan at Ke lleys Isl ( • Fazio, T. Bartlett, et al.). 

California G ull: An adult in basic plumage at the Avon Lk PP 20 Dec was w'Tinen up for the record_ 

Thayer' s Gull: Over thirty repons, involving perhaps half that number of indi,·iduals, most adults, with 
fe"'er first-year birds, and a couple of second-years. Spanning the penod, all reports came from the 
Central Basin ofLk Erie from Huron easL with the exception of an adult at Kelleys Isl on 15 Dec (J . 
Pogacnik) and a first-winter bird near ~IBSP on the following day (G. Links). 

Iceland G ull: Twelve repon ed, among perhaps 6-8 individuals, all in the Lake's Central Basin. . Zadar 
found two (an adult and an imm) on two occasions, 15 Feb in Cleveland and 25 Feb in Avon Lk. 

Lesser Blac.k-backed Gull: About three dozen repons, of perhaps 20 birds. 'early all came from the 
Central Basin of Lk Erie, v.ith a high count of si.'I: at E. 12• St in Cleveland on 15 Feb ( . Zadar). 
Two were found on the 16 Dec Toledo CBC, bowe\er, and . Fazio had a third-winter bird as far 
inland as Oberlin Res on 30 Dec. 

Glaucous-winged Gull: A bird thought to be of this species was found a t Huron on 26 Jan (ph). and 
subsequently studied and "'linen up by another pany of observers on 29 Jan. Details are with the 
OBRC. 
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Glaucous Gull : About thiny reports. with 
perh3p:. half that many individuals 
iil\ohed. about half and half adult and umn 
bird,,. All sa\e a repon from the 16 Dec 
Toledo CBC came from the shore of Lake 
Erie's Central Basin. 

G reat Black-buked G ull: Widespread. with 
open \\aters in the Lake. At Huron, 137 
''ere around on l 3 Jan, then 180 on the 20d' 
(\ '. Fazio), and in lake 207 were counted 
on 17 Feb (J . Pogacnik). The Gypsum 
CBC of I Jan tallied 25 . Scarce inland. 
one flew O\er W. Cl. Presene in Parma on 
24 Dec (G. Leidy). one v.as at the 
Independence Dam in Defiance on 13 Jan 
(J . \ ' ochum), and on 30 Dec Fazio 
wit~ no fe..er than 41 on Oberhn Res 
in Lorain. \\here he found 26 on 4 Jan. 12 
mi i>Ollth of the Lakefront 

Forster 's Tern: A few were widel> seen. "ith 
two bcrncen Pon Chnton and Fremont on 2 
Dec (T. \JanJe) ). one the same day for the 
01\ \\ RC, then Pon Clinton sightings of 
three on bolh 4 and 12 Dec(\'. Fazio). 
Usuall} common terns are the late one:.. 

Ba rn O"I: ODO\\' reponed 49 pair.. producing 111 o\\lets during the breeding SC3!>0n. though the latter 
number must be enlarged to include the tledgmg close to Chrislm3S of four O\~letS m TuscarmH~s: 
the cold nap killed three of them "ithin a \\eek (E. Schlabach). Else" here. R. Kolde had one m 
Adams on 28 Dec. and C. C lingman another in adjacent Clem1on1 on 28 Jan. 

no\\~ O"I: T\\enl)-fi\e n.-poned. nearl) all in Dec. spannmg the Lakefront from Toledo to Painesville. 
The most spectacular concentration" as at Cle\eland"s Burke Lalefront Airpon. \~here fi,e were 
interrmu~mly seen for a few da>:. after the initial repon of 5 Jan (fide ;\1. Hendrick): J . Minch (fide 
P. Lozano), an a11pon employee. described ha\ mg seen eight ow ls on one day during the period; 
Lozano reponed the last O\\I there on 19 Feb. lnl3nd reports came from Medi11a on 2 Dec (l\1. 
Krej ci). LicJ.ing on 4 Dec (G. Bucke}), Auglai=e on 11 Dec ( D. ta n le)'). and Holmes on 21 Feb (0 . 

Hershberger fide . Burkholder ) 

Long-eared 0\11: Up 10 21 spent the period at Killdeer. beginning \\ith a single bird on 4 .Dec (T . . 
hhely ). S. Richa rds found 13 there in four distmct locations on 10 Jan, and R. ch1eltz et al. 13 m 

just one on 2 Feb. Thc:.e long-suffering Killdeer ow Is help take birdmg pressure ofT others 
else\\ here. B. :\1orrison reponed one m Star/.. 6 Dec through the end of the penod. 

hort-eared Q\I I: The Killdeer shon-ears too performed rites of self-sacrifice on behalf of their kin: 20-.
\\ere seen on I Jan there (R. chieltz). and on 16 Feb 18 carloads of birders, O\er 60 humans, were 
obsened awaiting their evening arri\al (8.. Whan ). Through the period the VOA propeny in 8111/er 
bo:.ted as many as six. where 11S future as an undisturbed grassland seems assured for at least the next 
few year;.. Flocks of shon-ears v.ere reponed from Columbiana, Defiance. Tuscara1<·as, and 
Coshocton as \\ell. and one haunted the Lorain harbor on 24 Dec (J. Pogacnik). 

Northern a\\-whet O"I: Only a fe\\ detected. Killdeer's showcased owls satisfied most seekers. and 
indi\ iduals were happened upon at Gilmore Ponds on 14 Dec ('1. Busam). near Akron on 23 Dec 
(O&A C hasar). in \laho11ing on 31 Jan (L \\ arren, N. Brundage), and in Fulton on 12 Feb (J . 
Hildreth). S. Zada r reponed ''intenng at Gordon Pk's Dike 14. with two on 5 Dec, mo on 15 Dec. 

and one on 29 Jan. 
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Se/a$plwcuu:p_.: A hummingbird of lhis genus 
"as quite failhful to a Cincinnati feeder 
from lhe first week of Dec (P. RilJ) through 
at least 22 Dec (fule 1 • KeUer), and studied 
and photographed by m obs. Detail are 
with the OBRC. 

Belted 1Gng11sber: Twenty on the 15 Dec 
Cle, eland CBC ''as an all-time high count 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 0 . Chasar reponed 
1-5 wintering at lhe CV P, and - 15 at 
Killdeer on I I Dec was a good winter 
number as well ( H. ::\'agy). 

Red-bellied W oodpecker: The Cleveland CBC 
amassed a record-high 89 on I 5 Dec. 
Compare with Lou Campbetrs obser\·a
tions (p. 52 oflast i ue) the follo\\<ing: all
tirne records were set by CBCs this \\1nter 
also for Toledo (30) 16 Dec. Grand Rapids
Water\·ille (86) 29 Dec. and Onawa ( 11) on 

WHAN 

6Jan. ·-Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Twenty-six 
reponed. More numerous in the southern 
half of the state, with a one-day total of 
eight in Cincinnati on 2 Dec (N. Cade). 

Funher north, birds were in Geauga on 15 Dec (A. Fondrk). four in Columbus 22 Dec (B. ~laster). 
one in Lucas 24 Dec (E. Tramer ). three in Tuscarawas 26 Dec (E. cblabacb), one at Arcola \1P in 
lake 2 Jan (J. Pogacnik), one 9 Jan at Dawes Arb in Licking (C. Dusthirner), and one in Coshocron 
29 Jan (L. Deininger). 

Eastern Phoebe: Scantily reponed, e\ en m this 
warm season. One in Hocking 10 Feb (0 . 
Rom ) and one through the period as far 
nonh as licking (D. Bolser fide J . 
.\1cCormac) suggest at least a few 
wintered. 

Vermilion fl) catcher: The Onawa census team 
was astonished 10 find this bird on 2 Dec 
just \\here it had been found on 4 'ov, 
with its moll into adult plumage noticeably 
advanced. The area was nor opened again 
to public access. bur a few patient birders 
with spouing scopes were able !O see 1his 
bird by standing outside the gate, the latest 
of them K. Miller on 12 Dec. 

Loggerhead brike: 'ow rare at any season in 
Ohio. T. bh·ely alenly lDed one al 
Killdeer on 11 Dec, along with a nonhem 
sbrilce, and while it remained through at 
leas1 16 Dec (Z. Baker) observers were 
able to compare the species within a mile 
of one another. 
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Nor1bern brike: O'er t\\enty reponed, with 
birds disco,ered on founeen days in 
December. As usual. most were in the 
nonhern counties. but two occurred soulh 
of Killdeer· s lariiude, a bird 7 Dec {and ii 
or another on 11 Occ- B. bin ly) and 3 
Feb in Delaware WA (both M. England ). 
and one near Xenia. Greene. 7 Jan ( K. 
Beal). 

T ree S\'iallo": One was found on the 2 Dec 
0 WRC. 

"alJo" p.: J . Games. R. Sempier. et al. 
sponed a swallO\\ at Castalia. Erie, on 12 
Dec that was variously thought to be a tree 
S\\allow or a rough-\\inged. The former is 
slightly more likely. but ei1her pecies is 
remarkable at the dale. 

m erica n Cro": The \\CStern Hamillon CBC 
had a record 18,182 on 23 Dec. and the 
Mansfield CBC and Clark CBC both 
estima1ed I 0.000 on 15 Dec, all at urban 
roosts. 

Homed Lark: Normal numbers. The Hancock 
census of8 Jan produced a local high count 
of938. K. Metcalf noted the first migrants, 
at HBSP on 9 Feb. 

Red-breasted :Nuthatch: Promising fall numbers led to a good \\inter presence, and many feeders 
supponed birds through the period. J. \lcCormac and E. Wolford found 15 in Jackson on 15 Dec. 
remarking that -C\ery fairly large land ofnati'e pitch and Vtrg1ma pine tha1 \\e \\Orked had some 
indi,iduals. and since !his habitat is frequent throughout this region. there ''ere undoubtedly many 
more in this and adjacent counties." CBC numbers were well up from last year\\ ith 433 statewide, 
but nol significantly greater than !hose of the preceding wintcr"s 395 . 

Brown-headed :Sutbatcb: The Olis mirabilis of this season and lasl was not seen after 15 Jan in its S. 
Russell. Geauga, haunts (L Gilber1). Let"s hope it survived to set new records somewhere else. 

Bro\rn C reeper: Widely reported. N. Cade bad one singing on 3 Dec in Spring Grove Cem in Cincin
nati. High counl was 7+ in one spo1 in Columbiana on 7 Jan (B&O Lan e). 

Carolina \\ ren: Remarkable for its continuing comeback in the nonh. In Hancock. 29 birds for the 
\\inter count of 15 Dec was good IJC\\ s, and lhe Cleveland CBC tallied 28 (brealing a record held 
since pre-blizzard 1975) on the same day. The Toledo CBC's 27 on 16 Dec \\as also a new record, 
as was lhe 22 of the Ottawa CBC of6 Jan. E\·en funhersouth. rhe Columbus CBC"s 100 was 1heir 
third-highest total ever. The overall tally for Ohio CBCs of2649 was up significantly from last 
winter's 1793 and the previous year· 1250. 

House Wren: A belated bird found ar GRWA, Tromb111/, on 16 Dec was well described by D. Hochadel 

\\'inter Wren: Widely reponed south. but in the nonh others came from l11cas, wilh one on 3 Dec and 
one on 8 Dec (E. Tramer), three on the 15 Dec Ha11cock census (fide B. Hard es~'). and one at 
'onh Chagrin MP in Cuyahoga on 15 Jan ( K. .\letcall). 
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Marsh Wren: 'o mid-winter repons. Three al SVWA on 5 Dec "ere a good find ( E. Roush ), the 
marshes ofwes1em Lk Erie produced one on 8 Dec(£... Tramer), and D. Kline contribu1ed one 10 
lhe Millersburg CBC on 15 Dec. 

Golden-cron ned tGnglet: A mere 15 "ere a1 Spring Grove Cem on 2 Dec (N. Cade), and up in Portage 
L Rosche called i1 a "very poor winter"' for the species. B. Winger had one in the CVJ\'P on 2 Jan, 
D. C hasar one lhere on 6 Jan. T. ,\'[anley a pair in Ottawa on 20 Jan. and A. Fondrk another in 
Geauga on 9 Feb m lhe nonhem counties. All lhe same, lhe Grand Rapids'\Vaterville CBC of29 
Dec had 44. and lhe high count of 142 came from lhe Millersburg CBC of 15 Dec. 

Rob)-crowned tGnglet: Mid-winter repons came from EFSP (J. Lehman), with one on 12 Jan and l\\O 
on 27 Jan. B Placier found one in Washington on the latter dale. 

Eastern B_J_uebird: Flourished e\'en in lhe nonh. L. Rosche cited -remarlroble numbers in the Portage 
area, and E. Tramer reported small numbers wintering in lhe Oak Openings of Lucas. D. Chasu 
reported eight al the CVNP on 21 Dec. and C\ en lhe 6 Jan Onawa CBC found three. AJl-time high 
CHC records came from Columbus (50 birds) and Cleveland (85 birds). 

wainson 's Thrush: A recenlly-expired bird 
"as found on B. Kaplan's porch in 
Peninsula, Summit, on 25 Dec, and lhe 
remams deposited with lhe Cle•·eland 
Museum of arural His1oiy lfule M. 
Romito, ph): lhere are three well
documen1ed published December records 
of 1his species in lhe state; this is the only 
specimen. 

Hermit T hro h: Scanered reporu spanned the 
period, most from the southern counues. In 
the north. D. Chasar had one in Sagamore 
Hills. Summit, on 4 Jan. 

American Robin: Large numbers surprised 
obsen ers here and a. far awa) as 
California this winter. L Deininger had 
IOOO+ on 8 Dec in Coshocton. nnd L. 
Ro che reported "'hundreds, if not 
thousands, roos1ed in Mentor Marsh,HBSP 
this winter.~ This wimer·s CBC numbers. 
on the other hand. were not much more 
than half those of I 999-2000's. 

Gray Catbird: In the northemmo l realms. D. Llnzell had one in Erie on 8 Dec. J. Re\ da one in Summit 
on 18 Dec, S. Kaufman et al. one near Paines' ille on 24 Dec, D&J Hoffman one. al Wildwood Pk. 
Cuyahoga, OD 26 Dec, and J. Pogacnik another in Willoughby on 3 Jan. The Millersburg CBC of 15 
Dec found three. 

Northern .\1ockingbird: More or less parallel wilh Carol ma wren. becoming so much more common in 
~ north that only exceptional repons bear repeatmg. This\\ inrer one ,,..:as reported at a feeder in 
mland Labrador at 53· nonb latirudc on 7 Feb (fide T. Boland). The Cleveland CBC recorded a 
record-high 12 birds on 15 Dec. Males were in song as early as 28 Jan in Columbus (B. Whan) and 
Cincinnati (S. Pelikan). 

Brown Thrasher. Surprisingly few repons this \\inter. Birds in lhc north included one al Willoughby on 
3 Jan (J. Pogacnik) and another at Villa Angela m Cle\.eland on 13 Jan (P. Lozano). 
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American Pipil: Reports spanned the period. with three al ~IBSP 24 Dec (J. Pogacnik), a flyby in 
Tuscarawas 27 Dec(£... Schlabach), 45 in Paulding for a second local Jan record on lhe 1 • (M&D 
Dunakin). 23 al EFSP 6 Jan (B. tanley). four in Stark 20 Jan (B. Morrison), and six-'- in lake 6 
Feb (J. McCormac). The high counl came from Delaware 11 Dec (B. hhel) )- a nicely-described 
flock of80-.-. 

Cedar WHw ing: Scantily reported overall this season. The high coun1 was 2oo+ at Arcola MP in lake 
OD 2 Jan (J . Pogacnik). CBC totals were about 12°0 oflast \\inler·s. and liule more than a lhinl of 
!hose oflhe previous winter. 

' ash,·ille Warbler: A ne\\ late record m lhe nonh, a bird "as found during the Cle\.eland CBC of Dec 
15 in '.Chagrin MP by J. Talkington and R. tGsh (fide T. LePage). There is a 24 Dec 1964 record 
from Hamilton. 

Yellow\ arbler: The \'cry late bird A. Troyer found gleaning insects from his ta\ CS on 19 NO\. 
amazingly persisted lhrough 24 Dec for Ohio"s latest record; seen throughout ilS Stay by obseners 
who documented yellow spots in the reclrices, pin1ci"'1 legs, and diagnostic' ocalizations (fide E. 
Schlabach. L.E. Yoder. el al.). Compounding the amazement was a well-described bird found 
during the Cuyahoga Falls CBC on 16 Dec (:\1. ~!organ. et al.). Bolh birds postdate the "incredibly 
la1e~ 7 Dec record ci1ed by Peterjohn. Mosl yellow \\arblers are out of here by Sept. Go figure. 

Yello~-rumped Warbler: Sizeable finds included 65 on lhe Kelleys Isl census of 16 Dec (f. Banlett). 
and 10 at Oxbow Lk. Defiance, on 21 Jan (J . Yochum). 

Pine Warbler: This, one of the more durable warblers, was found as late as 15 Dec in Holmes (J . Miller) 
and 22 Dec in Franklin (J. Grabmeier et al.). A male m song in Adams on 25 Feb ( B. Lund) had 
arguably wintered there, and continued into lhe spring. 

American Redstart: B. Ro) e found a female in his Columbus back yard on 22 Dec, eslablishing a DC\\ 

late record for the species in Ohio: one was in Cleveland on Dec 1973. 

Louisiana Waterthru h : Astonishing was one 
was found sno.,.. bound by L. Ro che in 
ldlewood Pk in Twinsburg, Summit, on 29 
Dec (ph). There are only two other 
published Ohio reports for the winter 
season: 9 Dec I% I in Cle\'eland, and 30 
Dec 1956 in Portsmouth (CBC, including 
some documentation). 

Common YeUow1hroat: o reports established 
ovem1ntering, \\ith a young male al 'orth 
Chagrin Res"n 3-28 Dec (K. M etcalf). 
another young bird al Gilmore Ponds 15 
Dec (M . Busam), one in Hamilton on 23 
Dec (fide N. KelJer). and one m 
Tuscartrnas on 26 Dec (M . Gingerich). 

um mer Tanager: Con1inuing the ou1-of
season trend was one Iha! spent 4-25 Jan at 
the 'orlh Ridgeville, Lorain. feeder of R. 
Lang (L. Rosche). This far 5IJJ1J3SSCS las1 
.,..;n1er·s reconl late stay of one lhrough 23 
Dec in Butler, it.self over a month la1er than 
the pre..,iollSly published Lare reconl. 

merican Tree parron: Robust numbers. 
wilh 11 I I on the 6 Jan Ottawa CBC 
exemplaiy. 
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Field parro\\ : Reports from the nonbem half of the sta te this season included one through lhe period at 
V . Ck Pres in Panna (G. Leidy). three at Hebron. Licking, on 9 Jan (C. Ousthimer). six at Jaite in 
the CV ' RA on 26 Jan (0 . Cbasar ), and a male in full song at Lk George. Ponage, when 1empera
tures reached the 50s on 26 Jan (L Rosche). 

Savannah parro\\; The high count was 12 on 5 Feb at M\\'W (N . Cade). In lfanon near Killdeer. B. 

hh·ely found four on 31 Dec. C. Dusthimer one on 4 Jan. . D)der three on 9 Jan. R. Harla.n and 
. Wagner three on 12 Jan.. and 0. 0Yeracker four on 2 Feb, collecth ely presumpti"e e\·idence of 

overnintering there. Else\\ here, B . .\torrison had three in Stark on the mid-\\ inter date of 10 Jan. 

Fox parrow: Oosc to 30 reponed ot une-.;pected were six in the south a1 Gilmore Ponds on 15 Dec, 
where one remained on 19 Jan (M. B115am). but the CJe,·elaod CBC had a remarkable four on the 
same Dec dale. Elsewhere in the nonb. four were tallied on the Gyp um CBC of I Jan. and one was 
in Lakeview Cem on 10 Feb (J. pendelon ). D. Cbasar bad birds at Jaite in the CNVP on 23 Dec. 6 
and 26 Jan, and 17 Feb. The laner may have been an early migrant, as might two seen in Darice on 
1he 16• ( R. cltieltl) 

Swamp parrow: In the nonh. Jaite in the CVNP harbored I 0 on 6 Jan ( O. C ha ar) and four 25 Jan (G. 
Leidy). In a traditional spot. the Onawa CBC tallied 100 on 6 Jan. 

Oark~yed Junco: Apparent migrant Docks of-25 each "ere noted on 16 Feb both in Columbus (B. 
Roy e) and in Summit (K. ;\lock). 

Lapland Long pur: E-<cellent numbers. considering the lack of "°'' CO\ er. B. \\ inger et al. bad 175 in 
Marion 2 Jan, and the 51 total for the 6 Jan Otta\\a CBC \\as a record high. J . Yochum had -SO in 
Defiance on 20 Jan. B) 11 Feb the Marion field near Killdeer produced -200 for B. Ro~se. then 
500+ for K. Metcalf on the 21 •. A count of I 52 on 26 Feb "35 good for HanrncJ. ( . Ross). 

now Bunting: The holiday cold spell concentrated good numbers m traditional~ '"th reports of7SO 
in Paulding on 4 Jan ( D&.'\l Dunakin) and I 000+ m Fulton on 8 Jan (J . Y0<hum). o three-figure 
reports or larger emerged from after mid-January. 

Red-winged Blackbird: L. Yoder counted 1200 southbound birds in Holmes on 7 Dec, and many reports 
of newly-arrived migrants arose on 24 Feb statC\\ide. In bet\\een, however.1housands \\tntered as 
usual in the western Lk Erie marshes, with 3()()()+ on 12 Dec at Ottawa (V. Fazio) and 13.987 on the 
6 Jan Ottawa CBC. Elsewhere, 28 \\ere in Trumlmll on 17 Jan (D&J Hochadel). and singing males 
were noted on 3 Feb at both . Chagrin MP in Cuyahoga (K. Metcalf) ond at Hoover Re in 
Delaware ( R. Thorn). 

Eastern Meadow lark: The largest reports of flocks came from tradi1ional areas during the cold snap: 40+ 
a t Killdeer on 2 Jan ( B. Winger). 13 at EFSP on S Jan (D. Disler). 32 at VOA in Butler on 6 Jan (M. 
Busam). and I 0 in De/un·are on 7 Jan (J. Hammond). 

YeUow-beaded Blackbird: Several were found a1 N\\' spots. with l\\o near MB Pon 16 Dec (G. Links) 
and one in Lucas on 6 Jan '. Fazio). lore unU5U3l was a female coming to a feeder m Cincinnati 
on 20 Jan (D. Goodman, ph). 

Rust) Blackbird: Scanered records through the season. \'. Fazio counted Joo+ at Metzeer Marsh WA 
on 4 Dec, then 50+ at Ottawa on the 12•. and E. Tramer 70(}.- at C Pl\ WR on 16 Dec and then 300 
on 23 Feb. Other apparem spring returnees included 20-25 at Men1or \1arsh on 10 Feb (K. ~1etcalf) 
and 20 at Lk Rod.."" ell Portage. on 20 Feb (L Rosche). 

Common Grackle: E. Tramer made a conservath-e estimate of 6000 bird:. at CP ' WR on 16 Dec. and 
an all-lime record 7052 appeared for the 6 Jan Ottawa CBC. with only one on O ttawa proper. 

Bro\\n-headed Cowbird: Included on a big day for black birds were a record 10,770 on the 6 Jan Olla\\ a 
CBC. 
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Baltimore Oriole: Tuts :.pcc1cs has many late records. and L Gardella photographed an adult male at 
hlS CIC"eland-area feeder on 25 Dec. A Jan bird IS more e.'lceplional· a young male frequented a 
feeder m Centerville, \ fontgomery:. from 23-30 Jan (K&J \ llcAula) , ph). 

Purple finch: Small numbrn. "ere noted at nonhem feeders dunng 0..-c. but with the exception of five 
at a Hanc-ocl.. feeder on 15 Jan( \\ . McClanahao fide B. Hardest) ) the rest of the reports came from 
southern counties. "1th a h1!!h count of flocks numbering a,, many a:. I !1-20 at a arure ConseT\ ancy 
feeder in Adam.~ from Sod" lhrough the end of the penod (P. \\ han ). 

White-" inged C ross biJI : Perh3!>'> more\\ ill pass through on n pre:,umed northward return journey. as 
onl) isolated birds bnefl} !ocOO\\ed up: a male in Oak Hbr 7 Dec (L Harder fide K. .\lock). 1wo in 
Tiffin 8 Dec (fide T. Bartlelt). a young bird in Penio ula 14-20 Dec ( K. Tanquist), a female in 
Paulding 18 Dec ( O& \I Dunakin ). a pair seen off and on at a Wayne feeder from 25 Dec lhrough 
Feb (T. Ross), and one al . Chagrin \tp 28 Ck>c ( K. 1etcall). Only three other birds reported in 
Jan or Feb: om- al . Young'• feeder m Sandusky on 16 Jan. one in \falroninl! on 20 Jan (L. 
Warren), and one at a fc...>der in Holmes on 8 Feb Uide L. l\liller). 

Common Redpoll: Fickle early all reporu. came from the Lakefronl counties. and all were presen1 but 
bnefly. \lost bmb occurred m the coldest period, between 24 Dec and 5 Jan, tailmg off quickly 
thereafter fi, e \\ere at Fa1rpon Hbr on 24 Dec (8. Kovalsk) ) \\here five had been found IWO days 
earlier(L Rosche), up 10 10 \\ere at Lak"'ood Pk 1-4 Jan ( P. Lozano • . Wright), >C\eral flocks 
totaling 165+ made landfall at Arcola \ 1P in lnke on 2 Jan (J . Pogacnik). one \\as at Woodlawn 
Cem m Toledo 6 Jan (J. Larson). St'.\ at Calamus S\\amp m Pickimay on 8 Jan ( D. Hom). and live 
a1 A. Fondrk's home ID G~auga on the 9-. The Dec high count \\as 15 a1 HBSP on the 2 .. ( L 

Roschr), and the latest repon was ofa single bird a . Young's feeder m Sandusky on 21 Jan. 

Pine i kin: Faithful to some locations. therr numbers windmg down from fall. Mosl btg numbers. 
therefore. came from Dec. \\ith 20 remaining at D. :'\lorse·s feeders m Clermont on 2 Dec. 40 at 
LaDue on 8 Dec ID alders (G . Leidy). 100+ at Oak Openmgs feeders 13 Dec (B. hhely ). 20 in 
Summit feeders on n Dec (D. Chasar), 3::! at Mohican SP on 29 Dec ( L. Deininger); 40-60 
appeared sporadically Dec-Jan at a Geauga ~rP feedmg talion (D. Best). Smaller numbers persisled 
al many of th~ site!. through all or pan of the period. OveT\\intering bird:. were noted in Orange, 
C11yah~a (R. Harlan. . Wagner) and in Fronk/in (D. Llnzell). The Grand Rapi~ Waterville CBC 
had the high count of251on29 Dec. 

House pnrrow: L:bl and perhaps leasi, the 6 Jan Olla\.\ a CBC'• count of6199 was an all-time high. 

Vol. 25, No. 2 • Winter 2001-02 71 



WHAN 

Contributors 
We are grateful 10 the following obscrYcrs whose n.-pons of their sightings dunng 1he winter season 

contribu1.ed to these repons: Chuck Anderson, Man Anderson. Wanda Apgar. Thomas Archdeacon. Hank 
Armstrong, Bob Anhurs. Carole Baby.ik. Zac Bnker, Dan Balser, Dorothea Barker. Tom Bartlett ~larje 
Baughman. Leanna Beachy, Miriam Beachy, Kathy Beal, Jacob Beech). Kyle Beeker. Brad Bergstrom. 
Dan Best, Roger Beuck. Todd Boland, Brad Bohon, Bill Bosstic, Margaret Bowman, Oa\'id Brinkman. 

ancy Brundage. Lori Brumbaugh. Gina Buckey, Atlee Burkholder, Don Burlett. Mike Busam, Jason 
Cade. Neill Cade. Don Cbalfani. Ann Chasar. D\\igl11 Chasar. Chris Clingman_ Suzanne Clingman. Tim 
C~l~m. Bob. Conlon. Rich Cressman, Sharon Cummings. Dave Dister. Kurk Dorsey, Doug Dunakin. 
M1ck1 Dunakin. John Dunn. Eric Durbin, Cun Dusthimer. Ste\ e Edinger. Marcus England. Jason Estep. 
Ben Fambrough. Vic Fnzio. Duane Ferris. Bob Finkelstein. Andy Fondrk. Bob Foppe. Jim Fo"'ler, Frank 
Frick. Jim Fry, Chris Ga1ev.•icz. Mike Galla"ay. Lany Gara. Lou Gardella. Linda Gilbert, Ted Gilliland. 
Brett Gilmore, Man Gingerich. Frank Glandorf. Donna Goodwin, Ed Groneman. Jeff Grabmeier, Darlena 
Graham. Breu Graves. Elayna Grody. Joe Hammond. Tim Haney. Christine Hanley. Ra) Hannikman. Loi 
Harder, Beny Hardesty, Andrea Haslage. Becky Harfield. Debra Haus\ am, JeffHa)S. Stan Hedeen. 
Michele Hendrick. Helen Hendrickson. John Herman. Dan Hershberger. Michael Hershberger. Joe 
Hildreth, Price Hill. Hank Hiri:., Sally Hins, D3\e Hochadel. Judy Hochadel. Dick Hoffinan. Jean 
Hoffinan. Chuck Holhday. Dave Horn. Bill Hull, Bill Jackson, Barb Kaplan, Stan Kaufinan. ed Keller. 
Tom Kellennan. Jacl. Kemp, Tom Kemp, Isaac Kerns. Ron Kish. Dennis KJine, John Kolar. Ron Kolde. 
Joe Komorowski. Brenda Kovalsky. Marian Kraus, \ t:lr} Krejci. Bob Lane, Ron Lang. Demse Lane, 
Jason Larson. Gabe Leidy. Jay Lehman. Greg Links. Doreene Linzell. Jean Long. Edie Lotz. Paula 
Lozano, Barb Lund, John MacAulay, Karen MacAulay, Trevor Manley, Bernard Master. Wmnie 
McClanahan. Jim McCorma.c. Cal McConnick. Bnan MeGwre. Joe McMahon. Gal) M=m.. Ke' m 
Me1calf. John Miles, Aaron Miller. Greg Miller. Jeremiah Miller. Kelli \1iller, Jon.c. E. \<tiller. Jona,, P. 
Miller, Leon Miller, Jim Minch. Mary Misplon. Scon Moody. Marie Morgan. Ben Morrison. Donald 
Morse. Hea1her 

0

3g}. Tami icker.>on. Junior Nisle). Ann Oli,er. Doug Q,eracler, Karl Q,erman, teve 
Pelikan, Jean Perchalsk1. John Perchalsh llaans Petn=hle. Brad Phillips. Ed Pit!rce. John PogacniL Len 
Powhck. Bill Prart, Hem Prinsen. Sle\e Rap1en. Scot! Ree\ es. Frank Renfro\V. Jim Re)da. te\e Richards. 
Richard Rickard. Bill Rinehart, Paul Rode\\ aid, Larry Rosche. Sue Ross. Thomas Ross. Ed Roush. Bob 
Royse, Da\e Russell. Bob Sams, Dan Sanders, Regina Schieliz. Ed Schlabach. Leroy chlabach. Will11ll 
Seiler, Joe Sedransk. Judy Semroc. Bill h1vely, Tro) Sbhely. Elame Sm,el). Su Sn)der. Chri,. Spagnoli. 
Brad Sparks, Jacob Spendelow. Barb Sponseller. Terry Sponseller, Bill Stanley. Don Sumlcy. Gene 
Siauffer. Jerry Talkington. Karen Tanqu1s1. Rob Thom, Cheryl Tindira. Elliot Tramer. Andv A. Tro\er. 
Tom Uhlman. Leslie Warren. Mary Warren, John Watts, Marl. A. \\ ea\er. \farlm \\'ea\er.-Bill \\.'h;n. 
Pete Whan, David Whiteley. Ben Winger, Edie Wolford. Scou Wnght. Stan Wulkowicz. John Yochum, 
Leroy E. Yoder. Perl') Yoder, Sheryl Young. Sean Zadar. Brian Zweibel. We also recei\ed valuable 
assisance and mforma1ion from !he editors of The Bobolink and mlemet n..'SOUTCC'> managed b} \ "1c Fazio. 
'ed Keller. and Chucl. Anderson. ~ 
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Further Afield 
Rob Harlan 
7072 Parma Pork Boulevard, Cleveland, OH 44130 

Prepare yourself for what awaits as we descend, step by step, into the forbidden 
realms of the politically incorrect. A new taboo bas arisen: a pursuit formerly 
celebrated is now, at least in some circles, cast aside with only a supercilious 
backward glance as acknowledgment. It would seem that I have become something 
of a birding dinosaur. and perhaps you have 100, for you see, I have always been, 
and always hope to be .. . please forgive me . .. a state lister. Yes, a lisler of birds seen 
in Ohio! And horror of horrors, I enjoy it! I gain knowledge and satisfaction from it! 
The challenge drives me 10 broaden my birding horizons, and I offer no excuses for 
it. True. I m ay he a dinosaur. but at leas! I know 1 am not the only one surviving. So, 
for 1ho e nooconfonnist souls who remain, who have read thus far without running 
screaming into the night, in this column I hope 10 pass along some tips based on my 
30 years of Ohio listing experience, so that others might build substantial state lists 
of their own. If they dare. 

In truth, l fail to understand wba1 I sense as a negative undercurrent about 
listing. This undercurrent is far from pervasive, but it does exist, and its existence 
baffles me. After all. listing is really nothing more than record keeping. Goal
oriented record keeping, perhaps, bu1 still only an accounting ofwbat bas been 
accomplished. There is much to be gained from listing, but listing only for listing's 
ake seems a rather hollow pursuit to me. Seen for what it can be, as an impetus to 

furthering our knowledge and understanding, listing is truly a means to an end. But a 
fun one. J happen to like fun. 

So what is entailed in a "good" Ohio list? A good List is whatever you have right 
now. A better list is what you will have after adding another species to it. And some 
more after that. I believe the best goal to have is always to resolve to want more. Be 
happy with whatever total you' re al, but always acknowledge that it can be better. At 
the moment, the official Ohio Bird Records Committee list stands at 410 species, 
representing all wild bird species reliably known to have occurred in Ohio. At about 
three-quarters of that total, 300 species is a natural and traditional goal for many 
Ohio birders. To reach the 300 plateau shows a solid level ofaccomplishment; if you 
reach 300, and know how you did it, consider your dues paid. But to me, 300 should 
only be the first goal, not the primary goal. Some folks might reach 300 and then sit 
back and relax, propping their feet up on the purple sandpipers and Connecticut 
warblers that have already passed through their binocular fields. Any further 
enjoyment and challenge (and brown-headed nuthatches) might pass them by 
because they have already reached their goal of 300 species. But let us not stop 
there. Once past 300. bow high might an Ohio list grow? I feel 325 is a better 
standard for the true veteran; and every five species thereafter get proportionally 
more difficult. 330? I would say at least 15 birders have lists of that magnitude. 340? 
The air is getting thin. 350? Yes, a few, but only a few, are out there. 360? Maybe 
someday. 

If 300 sets a standard initial goal, how long might it take to reach this level? Of 
course, that would depend on bow active, how determined, and bow fortunate we 
might be. Five years of active birding, with this goal in mind, should be enough, 
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