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Spring20010verview 
by Bill Whan 

Migration is spring's big story. For birds a vital strategy in reproducing their 
kind, for human observers it is an inexhaustibly fascinating spectacle. Sadly, our 
interests and those of the birds do not al ways coincide. They want to reach the 
breeding grounds as quickly as possible, and we-aware of being rather selfish 
about it-wish their progress stalJed long enough for us to see and study them. It is 
easy to forget that a faJJout of migrants bedecking the trees is as unJucky an event for 
them as it is lucky for us. 

So we congratulate the birds on this spring's very successful migration-a 
direct connection, with no layovers, detours, or delays! There is no evidence that 
fewer of them reached the breeding grounds to the north--0ur local breeders arrived 
in force, and on time, after alJ-but it was hard not to feel a littJe deprived. By and 
large, field trips yielded a decent variety of migrants, but ooJy determined efforts 
found more than a few individuals of the species present Some veteran observers 
calJed it the "worst migration in decades"; others used saJtier language. Suffice it to 
say that for many observers this spring, looking for birds seemed too much like 
work. 

We could bJame the weather. The latter half of ApriJ was dry with few stonns, 
and warm (ApriJ was 5.8°F above average, in Columbus the third warmest on 
record), with mostJy southern breez.es, and the first half of May folJowed suit (in 
central Ohio, the first ten days of May averaged a hefty 9.4°F above normal). This 
tended to whisk migrants through quickly by nighL We usualJy expect spring 
migration to proceed in orderly fashion, gradualJy from south to north, but the 
weather put first reports haphazardly alJ over the map. Our chilly and rainy latter 
half of May (in Columbus our fifth-wettest in recorded history) made it harder to 
find birds, as did the spring's precocious vegetation. EquaJly frustrating conditions 
must have prevailed continent-wide, as birders from Cape May to Cape Flattery 
reported a disappointing migration. Our most dramatic weather arrived 7-12 ApriJ, 
when very strong winds out of the south accompanied record high temperatures, 
concentrating peak raptor numbers at either end of the Lake Erie shore. and unprec
edented numbers and varieties of other early ApriJ migrants such as shorebirds and 
sparrows, including some record overflights. 

So, questions about where the thrushes were, or the c uckoos, or the warblers, 
were mostly rhetorical, for we knew where they were. Perhaps those of us hankering 
for exuberant song and impressive numbers of newly-arrived migrants shouJd have 
gone to the southern counties instead of mooching wistfully around the Magee bird 
trail: fuJJy half of Ohio's warbler species are residents, after alJ, and they arrived on 
or ahead of scheduJe to nest, and in profusion. As for the Canada-bound oesters, they 
showed up in good numbers, toc>-in Canada. 

Unlike the last two springs, some water birds failed to show up: red-necked and 
eared grebes, Hudsonian godwits, red knots, and red-necked phalaropes went 
unreported. Reported numbers of the scarcer Ardeidae-litlle blue herons, snowy 
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and cattle egrets, yellow-crowned night-herons, bitterns-varied from so-so to 
discouraging. Ducks, most having decamped by mid-April, lingered in strange 
variety at Pipe Creek WA in Sandusky, with LO species-including buffleheads and 
a common merganser-arrayed in pairs like a page in a field guide through mid
May. Their habitat scarce as usual, most shorebirds likely preferred to take advan
tage of favorable tailwinds to pass unnoticed over the state; official censuses of 
approximately three square miles of wetlands at Magee Marsh yielded small 
numbers of onJy seven migratory species in April and May combined. Again tiny 
Pipe Creek, uncharacteristically, was spring's best shorebird haven, with 22 species 
reported. When we asked ODOW staff about the unusually productive conditions at 
units C&D there, it turned out C was drained to allow the city of Sandusky to replace 
a water pipe, and D bad undergone a routine draw-down to manage vegetation types 
for waterfowl. 

In early spring, scarcer winter gulls joined the common ones in abandoning the 
western end of Lake Erie's central basin in the thousands to move east into Lake and 
Ashtabula counties, producing some interesting records-see the reports for J 0-12 
March. A chuck-will's-widow showed up on Kelleys Island for a first local record, 
but in general overflights were few in the north. Or maybe they were many, succeed
ing extravagantly, with early birds literally flying over Ohio: another chuck touched 
down in Point Pelee just two days before Erie County's bird. Other nice finds 
included a rash of ruffs, a Bell's vireo in Butler County, a Eurasian wigeon in Erie 
County, possible breeding shrikes and barriers and short-eared owls, and other 
interesting local occurrences. 

The harvest of rarities was excellent. Documented spring 2001 sightings of a 
dozen review list species included both Plegadis ibises, tricolored heron. Ross's 
goose, the aforementioned ruffs, mew gull, Eurasian collared-dove, varied thrush, 
Kirtland's warbler, Harri.s's sparrow, chestnut-collared longspur, and shiny cowbird. 
If accepted. the latter two would be new to Ohio's official list Reports of two other 
review list species were beard on the grapevine, but s ince unsupported by documen
tation they go unpublished here. 

We apologize for the unacceptably dark reproductions of photos in our winter 
issue: they resulted from errors at the printer's, errors we have been assured will not 
recur. Rob Harlan's column will not appear in this issue, his labors having been 
devoted to the book review herein. We recently mailed an omnibus issue of the 
Cardinal covering winter 1997-98, spring 1998, and summer 1998 to all who 
renewed during the dark days of 1997; for those who want to fill this last gap in our 
coverage, a few additional copies are available from the Publisher. Finally. we salute 
the administration at Onawa NWR-especially new Manager Dan Frisk-as weU as 
Greg Links, Elliot Tramer, Eric Durbin, and Tom Kemp, for making it possible for 
reports from skilled birders to emerge from what has been for years terra incognita: 
the 2445-acre Little Cedar Point unit of Onawa NWR Maybe one day others wiU be 
permitted to visit these public lands. 

The Reports follow the taxonomic order of the 42ud Supplement (July 2000) to 
the 7th edition of the ADU Check-list of Nonh American Birds (1998). Underlined 
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names of species indicate those on the OBRC Review List: documentation is needed 
to add such reports to official state records, or to attributed records herein. When 
supplied, county names appear italicized. UnJess numbers are specified, sightings 
refer to single birds. Abbreviations, conventions, and symbols used in the following 
should be readily understood, with the possible exceptions of the following: 
BCSP=Buck Creek SP in Clark\ BIW A=Big Island WA in Marion; BSBO=Black 
Swamp Bird Observatory; CVNP=Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Cuyahoga and 
Summit; CVNPC--CVNP Census of 5/12, reported by D. Cbasar; EFSP:::East Fork 
SP in Clemront, EHSP=East Harbor SP in Ottawa;fide:::"in trust of," said of data 
conveyed on behalf of another person; GPI=Gordon Park impoundment (Dike 14) in 
Cleveland; HBSP=Headlands Beach SP in Lake; Killbuck:::Killbuck Marsh WA in 
Wayne; Killdeer=Killdeer Plains WA in Wyandot; LCPNWR=Little Cedar Point 
NWR in Lutas; Magee=Magee Marsh WA in Otrawa/Lucas; MBSP=Maumee Bay 
SP in Lucas; Metzger=Metzger Marsh WA in Lucas; MP=Metropark; m obs=many 
observers; MWF=Miami-Wbitewater Forest in Hamilton; MWW=Miami
Whitewater Wetlands in Hamilton; NWR=National Wildlife Refuge; OBRC=Obio 
Bird Records Committee; ONWRC::monthly Ottawa NWR census, reported by E. 
Pierce; Onawa=Ottawa NWR in Lucas/Ottawa; Pipe Creek=Pipe Creek WA in Erie; 
Res=reservoir; Res'n=reservati()n; SF=State Forest; SNP=State Nature Preserve; 
SP=State Park; SVWA=Spring Valley WA in Greene/Warren; WA=Wildlife Area; 
-=approximately. 

Corrigendum: In his interesting piece on Christmas Bini Counts in our last issue, 
Tom Kemp asked readers for corrections, and relayed to us one from Mike 
Gallaway: the entry for maximum number of bald eagles [p. 96] should read "49 
(Gypsum 1999)." 

NEW BOOK: Carolyn V. Platt. Birds of the Lake Erie Region. Photography by 
Gary Meszaros. Foreword by Jon L. Dunn. 2001. The Kent State University Press. 
Paperbound, 9xl 1 in., 144 pp. $28.00 

Just published, this celebration of Lake Erie's bird life is arranged by habitat 
and season. Carolyn Plait's well-informed and pertinent text is illuminated by 118 
superb color photographs from Gary Meszaros, a distillation of 25 years of work. 
Its visual impact is considerable-if a friend can't understand your fascination 
with birds, a few minutes spent leafing through this book will end that puzzle
ment-but do not expect the bland and shallow generalities of the coffee-table 
genre, as P1att's evocative presentation should satisfy the most experienced 
veterans of the Lake's birding scene, nor does it stop short of making sharp and 
needful points, often enough at the expense of some of our public land managers. 
-Ed. 
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Red-throated Loon: Three were reported. the first on Cowan U in C/inion on 11 Mar (B. Powellfak L. 
Gara), another at Hoover Res m DelDM;are on 17 Mar CR. Thom) and the following da) (D. 
Sanders). then another smg.le bml near Shreve in Holmes on 31 Mar by M. Wea,·er et al., through 4 
Apr (S. Snyder). 

Common Loon: Over 600 'Were reponed in Mar and Apr, nearly all of them at tnland reservoll'S across 
the state, with luglb of 60 at BCSP on 29 Mar by D. Overader, 45 on Shre,·e Lt. Holmes, on 20 
Apr by S. Snyder, and 35 on Berlin Re>. on 29 Mar (B&D Lane). The late~t of very few May reports 
mcluded a nyby over Sandusky Bay on the 29"' (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Migrants had returned before tbc spring pcnod, and birds 'Were in \Vay~ (S. Snyder), 
Climon (L. Gara), and Hamilton (F. Renfrow) during the first weel:: of Mar. High count was of 45 
at Magee on 15 Apr CH&S Hiris). 

Horned Grebe: Havmg arrived during tbc winter, nearly 400 were reponed. mostly at inland rescrvoll'S. 
The lugh count was 38 at Clear Fork Res, Momnl'/Ricllland, on 24 Mar by S. Snyder. Apr repons 
were scanty, the latest one in alternate plumage al Sheldon Marsh OD 21 Apr (V. Fazio) and aoolher 
on the 24• at Kelleys lsl (T. Bartlett). 

American White Pelican: Only one report. a brief sighting at Magee on 14 May (J. Rakestraw). 

Double-crested Cormorant: One in Cleveland on 5 Mar (J. Hammond) was probably among a few 
wmtercrs. Migrants appeared stateoWide in mid-Mar, with a high of 53 at Kelley~ Wand on the IS
(V. Fazio). Migration peaked 4-12 Apr. with -3500 birds statewide, the lion·s share 2400 in 
Cleveland on the IOA- (P. Lozano). Odder May sightings mcluded 130 on the 5 at Hoover Res (R. 
Thom), a bird in Lawrence on the 6• (H. Slack), se\·en O\·er CVNP on the 13• (D&A Chasar), five 
in Hamilton on the 19"' (N. Cade), and one in Columbus on the 23 (Hammond); the la1ter three or 
four sightings may pcl1lUn 10 non-breeders. 

American Bittern: Repons, at 16 fewer than half the number of last year's, came from the following 
counties: HamJ/Jon, BUiler, GrteM, Ashtabula, LAU, Cuyahoga, Paulding, lVay11e, and Pickaway. 
Earliest was one at t.fWW on 31 Mar (P. Wharton), and tbc latest was one at Mentor, Lake, on 16 
May (N. Barber). No breeding reJXlned anywhere. 

Lea.st Bittern: Scantily but widel) reported. 1be earliest W'IS found at MWW on 13 Apr (N. Cade), and 
others at out-<>f-the-way places included tbc first in five yea.sat Gilmore Ponds on 11 Apr (M. 
Busam), one on 16 May in Athms (B. Placier, at a place where a pair's been found for the past two 
years), and one at Wright-Panen;on AFB in Montgo~r)' (L. Theriault) on 19 May. Most reports 
came from the western U Erie marshes, where the lugh count was found, four at Mallard Club 
Manh on 25 May, by G. Miller. 

Great Blue Heron: Undiminhhed in numbers. 109 were at Magee on 2 May (H&S Hiris). B&A Toneff 
coonted 170 nests on 4 Apr m tbc CVNP's Narrows rool::ery. 

Great Egret: Mar amvah mcluded t'Wo at Clear Fork Res oo tbc 24 (S. Snyder), one in Richland on the 
2r (L. Rosche). two at ff Shaughnessy Res in Columbus on tbc 28• (L. Powlick). and another at 
Winton Wds. Hamilton, on the Jo- (W. Wauligman); by I Apr 15 were seen on the ONWRC. 
Away from their customary haunts were seven birds at Killbocl:: on 5 Apr (S. Snyder), three in Lah 
(J. Pogacnik) and four at HBSP (L. Rasche) on 8 Apr, and a bird at Mosquito WA on 18 Apr (D&J 
Hochadel). Big counts were of -100 at Turning Point Isl in Sandusky (S. Young) on 14 Apr and 89 
the following day at Magee (H&S Hiris). 
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Snowy Egret; Earliest was one at Ottawa on 8 Apr (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). Numbers up to five 
(J. Yochum, Magee, 5 May), then eight (H&S Hiris. Magee. 20 May) were seen in the 
western U Erie marshes. Elsewhere, one was at BfWA on 26 Apr (D. Sanders), and another in 
Conneaut on 20 May (J. Pogacnik). 

Little Blue Heron: Half our sightings were away from the Lake, DO( uncharacteristically. An adull was at 
Magee form obs from 21-26 Apr. then an immature on 26 Apr (Z. Baker); D. Sanders et al. found 
one at Pipe Ck WA on 20 May, and J. Pogamik bad one al EHSP on 31 May. Downstate, one 
followed the big blow into Killdeer on 9 Apr (D. Linzell et al.), and May birds included one at 
Hueston Wds SP on the 2 .. (D. R~fide C. Tucker), Gilmore Ponds on the 6• (S. Pawlowski), 
and a rcponed third record for Hancod OD 29 May (B. Von Stein fide B. Hardesty). 

Tric;olomi Heron: Rare here. this slinky species, 
Audubon's "Lady of the Waters," was 
discovered at Pickerel Clt WA. where another 
had been found o.t the end of May and beginning 
of June last year, on 16 May (S. Reeves), and 
subsequently relocated by m obs through the end 
of tbc period. Documentation accepted by the 
OBRC. 

Cattle Egret: The first arrival was noted on 3 Apr at 
Independence Dam in Defiance (J. Yochum). 
Other early migrants were in the south, with a 
bird at Wright Marsh in WayM (R. Rowe), one 
at MWW tbc same day (J. Lehman), and the 
latter oc another at Hueston Wds SP on 16 Apr 
(D. Ros.wll). A bird was found in a Holmes field 
on 25 Apr (A. Burkholder), and one was seen in 
Hamilton as late as 19 May (N. Cade). They 
settled along tbc Lake in Otta..'Cl, Erie, and 
Sandusky, with the largest counts in fields sooth 
of Sandusky, with 12 on 23 May (B. Conlon) 
and !O on 25 May (G. Miller). 

Green Heron: The earliest reported wus at BCSP on 
8 Apr (D. Overacker), with birds in Washington 
(B. Placitr) and HBSP (L. Roscbe) on the IJ•. 
High coont reported was a mere six on 29 Apr at 
Killbucl:: (S. Snyder); only two were found in 
Apr and May censuses at Magee (H&S Hiris). 

Black<rowned Night-Heron: F.ooouraging numbers rcponed. One was at Magee on 3 Mar (B. 
Zweibel). another at Merwin SL in Cleveland on the 5* (J. Hammond), and one al Hoover Res in 
Franklin on 27 Mar (G. Miller). P. Lozano's counts at tbc Merwin SL roost included 5 on 22 Mar. 7 
on 23 Mar, 30 on 3 Apr, 70 on 8 Apr, 78 on 9 Apr, 83 on 10 Apr, 98 on 17 Apr, and a record 112 on 
18 Apr, 20 remained on 30 Apr. Later in the period, 31 were found OD the 19 May Magee census by 
H&SHiris. 

Yellow-crowned NJgbt-Heron: Tenuous as always. Fresh guano was OOled on 2 Apr at the Columbus 
site of five years' duration, and birds were seen constructing two nests there by the 11 •(A. 
P-=hall). A bird was found at U Logan, Hocking, on 9 Apr (D. Prolant). and observed through the 
14• by J. Fry. J. Pogacnik reported one from LAU on 27 Mar, and intriguing was the presence of 
one at the Turning Point Isl heron colony in Sandusky on 19 May (B. Morrison). Canoeists in 
Holmes found one OD 12 May (N. Miller et al.). 
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Wbit&:Caqd IW: An adult was found in the Turtle Czcclc area of Magee oo 12 May (B. Morrl<ioo d al). 
and later studied by m obs, though misidentificarioos or this bird as a gJos.sy ibis caused many ~ 
nearby at the time to miss this rarer species. Expanding its range, the species was reported in ' ew 
Jersey (3). Coonccticut, Miru:icsota. and Maine this spring, Details aa:epced by the OBRC. 

Glossy Ibis: Audubon wrote 1be Glossy Ibis is of exceedingly rare OCCUITCJlCC in the Uruted States. 
where it appears only at long and irregular intervals like a wandcm- wbo bas lost bis way.'' Wbcatoo 
(1882) knew of only onc Ohio~ a specimen mentioned in 1848 by Kinland. Now this species 
might be remo-.'ed from the review list, at least in its alternate plumage. A btrd found on 8 Mar 
(B&C Long) at Killdeer remained through at least the 11• (R. Rogers); J. Pogacn.ik bad one at 
Grand River WA OD 22 Apr; K. Noblet and S. Ross found ooc at Ottawa on 25 Apr, D. Troyer ct al. 
ooc in Waynt' on 30 Apr. and five were at Pipe Ck WA on 5 May (G. Bernhardt), then four on the 
~there (J, Hammond ct al.). 

Plttad# Ibis sp.: One was seen over LCPNWR on 22 Apr (G. Links ct al.). 

Black Vultutt: Wheaton (1882) considcrcd this ua rare or accidental visitor to southwest Ohio only.~ but 
its fortunes have improved. D. Morse counted 21 over Clemwnr on 3 Mar, and T. Bartlett 12 in 
A1hens on the same day. A stray was over Huntington Res' a in Cuyahoga on 31 Mar (L. 
Richardson). and OD I Apr ooc was found in a flock of I 00-150 turkey vulrwes over Columbus (T. 
Shively). J. l'tfiUer found two over Holmes OD 30 May. Numbers at the customary spotS were 
normaJ. 

Tu:rtey Vulture: Many wintered, and migrants bad arrived in Feb. In Gramillc, Licking, R. Thom noted 
- 70 birds a week before the local roost swcDed to-300 OD 2 Mar, OD the lancr date J . Yochum 
noted SCYen in Defianu, where a roost OD 3 Apr numbered -200. On 8 Mar 118 passed oonhward 
O\"Cr IAwrmct' (H. Slack). and two sycamore trees hosted the North Hill roost in Athens on 10 Mar. 
numbering 271 (B. 'Whan). V. Fazio counted IOI on 14 Mar, then 189 at Magee on 28 Mar (when 
P. Lozano had 247 over Cleveland), and on 4 Apr IOI at MBSP; overall, the BSBO tally for the 
season was 3824. 

Greater 'White-fronted c-: D. Sanders bad one at Pickerington Ponds, Faitjit'ld, on 2 Apr. A bird at 
Killdeer persisted from 10 Apr (Z. Baker) through 21 Apr (D. Schuster). 

Snow Goose: March rcpons only. J. Pogacn.ik had one in Ashtabula on the 3"'. J. Kuemll two at 
Killdeer and R. Rogers one in Pickaway on the 10"'. and J. Habig two at Hueston Wds SP on the 

·~· 
Ross's Goose: Details acceplcd by the OBRC for a sighting OD 10 Mar at Wellington Res in Lorain (V. 

Fazio). The Ross 's from the previous period apparently appeared once again at BCSP (D, 
<h·eradcer) on 18 Mar. 

Mute Swan: Nineiecn were seen on I.be Magee census of 4 Mar (R&S Hiris), and the high count was an 
ominous 29 at Medusa Marsh on I I Mar (V. Fazio). 

Tundra Swan: Over 780 rcportcd, the high count of 232 OD 13 Mar in Gt'auga (D. Best). Other good 
counts included 178 OD the 4 Mar ONWRC, and 60 OD 18 Mar and 84 on 31 Mar at LCPNWR (G. 
Lin.ks ct al.}-at both of which spots the species apparently wintered again. Far smaller numbers 
were seen inland. The latest were six on the I Apr ONWRC. 

Wood Duck: Having arrived in Feb, 75 at Winton Wds. Hamilton, on 8 Mar was nonetheless a good 
number (J. Hays), as was 100+ at SVW A on 24 Mar (D. Brinkman). The high coun1 was of 152 al 
Magee on 15 Mar (H&S Hiris). 
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Gadwall: March anivals were 22 at Killbuck OD the 3" (S. Snyder). 30 at Killdeer on the~ (D. 
Ovencker), and 95 al Magee OD the 9* (V. Fazio). High count was 1241 at Magee on 18 Mar 
(R&S Hiris). On the 6 May ONWRC, 36 were found. A pair lingered among the Pipe Ck revue 
OD 13 May (B. Coolon Cl al.). 

Eu.rasiao Wigeon: A drake joined the American wigeon throngs at Medusa Marsh, discovered by C. 
Andres oo 14 Apr. and last rcponed by B. Conlon OD 30 Apr. 

American Wigeon: Numbers peaked at Medusa at the usual times, with 1250 OD 11 Mar (V. Fazio), 400 
on the ts• (J. Pogacnik), -100 on 6 Apr (Fazio). and -500 on 16 Apr (G. Leidy). Four were at 
Funk WA OD 28 Apr (S. Snyder). Twelve were seen on I.be 6 t.iay ONWRC. 

American Black Duck: The largest numbers came from Mar, typical were I.be LCPNWR censuses with 
296 on 18 Mar and 83 on 7 Apr. Three were found on the 6 May ONWRC. Two remained in the 
Pipe Ck WA mixed floclc on 18 May (G. Miller). 

Mallard: Large concentrations came early, wilh 2250 at Killdeer and 3300 at BIW A typical on 8 Mar (V. 
Fazio). 

Blue-winged Teal: A few were seen in Feb, and by 18 Mar 286 were at Magee (H&S Hiris). The high 
count of -500 came from KilJdecT on I 0 Apr (Z. Baker). Ten were seen on the 6 May ONWRC. 
Outside the usual breeding areas.. D&J Hochadel noted probable nesting at three locations in 
Tn.anbulf during May. 

Northern Shoveler: Twenty-six were found oo I.be 4 Mar ONWRC. At Magee, censuses found exccllenl 
numbers: 688 OD 18 Mar and 438 on 15 Apr (H&S Hiris). S. Snyder found -4!0 at Killbuck 3-7 Apr, 
an unusually bcalthy number. Three lingered with other odd ducks at Pipe Ck WA through 13 May 
(G. Leidy), and l'WO males remained al BIWA OD 27 May (R. Harlan. s. W~r). Two birds on 22 
May at MWW (F. FTidt) reminded observers of the first nesting record tbcrc last year. 

Northern Pintail: Seen across the stare early, with birds in places like Hocking (B. Placier) and Prt'ble 
(C. Tucker) OD 2 Mar. A good find was 125 at Killdeer on 7 Mar (D. Overacker). as was 589 on 18 
Mar a1 Magee (R&S Hiris). On I Apr 73 were on the ONWRC. A very late bird joined the 
procrastinators at Pipe Ck WA through 18 May (G. Miller). 

Grttn·wioged Teal: Widely reported in small numbers early, with 10 at Killbuck. on 3 Mar (S. Snyder) 
and two on the foUowi.ag day's ONWRC. Larger counts came from Ottawa later on I Apr with 339. 
and at expected areas, with -150 al Killbuck on 3-7 Apr (Snyder), 1300D 6 Apr and 100 OD 13 Apr 
at Medusa Marsh (V. Fazio). and 120 at Magee OD 15 Apr (H&S Hiris). Two tarried through 18 
May at Pipe Ck WA (G. Miller). The cover story ofMay'sBritish Birds adds more weight to the 
case for splitting A. crt'cca, so ""-c should keep an eye out for I.be Eurasian common real in Ohio; we 
have some records. 

Canvasback: Decamped early, and en mas.sc, after skimpy Feb numbers. A bird at Cowan USP on 5 
Mar (L. Gara) was joined by 14 othas OD 17 Mar (S. Reeves) through the~. Eleven were at 
BIWA on 8 Mar (V. Fazio) and 12 in Wayne on 19 Mar (S. Snyder). The latest reports came from I 
Apr. of23 on theONWRC and two atGRWA (L. Roscbe). 

Redhead: Passed through fairly quickly. -400 were on the 4 Mar ONWRC. and V. Fazio counted 130 at 
BIW A. 95 nearby, then 230 at Killdeer on 8 Mar. B. Bolton found-JOO at Shreve Uthe following 
day. tbco D. 0..-e.rac.ker -100 at BCSP on the 11 •and J. Hammond -300 at Deer Ck SP on the 14•. 
After 120 at GRWA on I Apr (L. Rosclle), rehcads became scarce, with only six at Pickerel Ck WA 
on 22 Apr (V. Fazio). One hung out al Pipe Ck WA till 25 May, strangely (G. Miller). 
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Ring·neded Duck; Passed through in Mar. with 340+ al Killdeer on the 8" (Y. Fazio), -500 al Deer 
Cl: SP on the 14 (J. Hammond. D. Sanders), 2893 at Magee on lhe 18-' (H&S Hiris). llOO at 
Mogadore on the 21• (L Rosche), and - 500 in Nl}ne on lhe U,- (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). A 
drake dawdled at Pipe Ck WA to 17 May (Bammood). 

Greater Scaup: After the11 winter disappearing act, a few were seen ID !\1ar, wllh a !ugh count of 20 on 
lhe 4 (ONWRC). and one al Killbuck on lhe 17* (S. Snyder). Strange indeed ~ ooc on 30 Apr on 
the LCPNWR census (G. Links c t al.), then three at Bay View on 12 May (B. Conlon ct al.). three at 
Pipe Ck WA on 15 May (M. England), and one in Paulding through lhe end of May (D&M 
Dunakin). 

Lesser Scaup: Sec nc~t cniry. Migrated through Mar and early Apr. with larger numbers like -400 at 
BCSP on 5 Mar (D. Overacker), 200+ at Cowan Lie SP on 7 Mar (L Gara), and -900 at P leasant 
Hill and Clear Fk Res on 24 Mar (S. Snyder , I... Yoder). Lingering in May were one al Cowan Lie 4 
May (L. Gara) to 11 May (E. Roush), one from 16 May through the end of the period in Wayne 
(Snyder). and two 01 Pipe Cle WA through t 7 May (J. Hammond). • 

Scaup sp.: Large numbers appeared in M ar. - 1,000 at Deer Ck SP on lhe 14• (J. Hammond. D. 
Sanders), 450-500 on lmlc Lie Logan on lhe 24• (J. Fry), and -30.000 estimated in Maumee Bay on 
31 Mar (G. Links. K. Overman). 

Harl.cquin Duck: Wintcr·s btid ID lhe l\'laumcc Ri\'er. Wood/Lucas. was last reponcd on 7 Mar (B. 
Cullen). 

Surf Sooter: Between 40 and 50 reported. the earliest seven on 18 Mar at Hoover Res. Delaware (J. 
Hammond). wbcrc one remained on the 31 (E. Clingman). One was at Loram on 20 Mar (P . 
Lo1JU10), one in Ricliland on 24 Mar (S. Snyder), five males and fi,·c females near Killbuck. on the 
same day, where five remained on 4 Apr (Snyder). three at Rocl-y Ri\'Cr from 25-30 Mar (Lozano), 

two in Gt!augo on 29 Mar (A. Foodrkfide D. Best), four in LCPNWR on 7 Apr (G. Links c t al.). 
one at Killdeer on 8 Apr Cf. Hissong) and two there on the 11 • (B. Winger). three on 20 Apr at 
HBSP (L. Roscbe). 11 on 5 May in LCPNWR (Links ct al.), and two near Killbuck on 12 May (I... 
Yoder). 

Whit~winged Scoter: One was at LCPNWR 28-30 Apr (G. Links ct al.). 

Black Scoter: One was off Mentor on 25 Mar (E. Bacik.fide H. Petruschke). 

Long-Wlfll Duck: A p:ur wa,, on Beaver Ck Res. Seneca. on 2 1 Mar (Z. Baker), one on New London 
Res, Huron, on 25 Mar (V. Fazio). and one in Holmes on 13 Apr (J. Miller). 

Buftlehead: The Kelleys Isl flock remained at 396 on 18 Mar (V. Fazio), lhen fell to 28 by 24 Apr (T. 
Bartlett); 200+ were off S. Bass Isl on 22 Mar (S. Wolkowia). On La Due Res. a count of 155 on 
29 Mar wa:. remarkable (D. Ferris.fide D. Best), and good nwnbers were 65 at Bea\cr Ck Res on 21 
Apr (V. Fazio). A pair was at Pipe Ck WA oo 13 May (B. Whan). 

Common Goldencye: Vacated early. Fifteen were at Killdeer on 7 Mar (D. Overacker), 770 off KclJcys 
Won 18 Mar (V. Fazio), and a late bird at LCPNWR on 22 Apr (G. links et al.). 

Hooded Merganser: Migrants numbering 125+ at Killdeer on 4 Mar made a good aggregation (G. 

124 

Rettig). One with rune very early young at SVW A on 14 Apr was remarbblc (C. Mathena). Seven 
in the CVNPC of 12 May suggested nesting there, and J&D Hochadel noted a hen with 14 young on 
3 1 Mayat MosqwtoU WA. 

The Ohio Cardinal 

REPORTS 

Common Mcrpn.wr. A few large c:oocenlra.tioos were ootcd, as -2000 on the 4 Mar ONWRC and 
538 oo 18 Mar at Magee (H&S Biris). On the I Apr ONWRC 326 were found. One at Kdlcys Isl 
oo 15 May was late (A&B Toodf). but a drake SbJClc around till 17 May at- you guessed il-Pipc 
Ck WA (J. Hammond). 

Red-breasted Merganser: In moderate nwnbcn in the glaciated counties, with a Lake Eric !ugh count of 
565 oo 21 Apr in Lake (J. Popcnik), and inland counts of250 at Deer Ck SP on 14 Mar (J. 
Hammond. D. Sanders) and 21 I on 20 Apr in Hancock (B. Hardesty). One stayed at-wbcrc 
clsc?-Pipc Ck WA till 13 May (B. Conlon), and a still more dilatory bird was noted at BCSP on 27 
May by D. Overackcr. 

Ruddy Duck: Few early on, with only one on lhe 4 Mar ONWRC, then seven at Stow oo 8 Mar (I... 
Rosc::he). High count of 200 came from Lima on 26 Mar (J. Rueclisueli), while later on Sandusky 
Bay - IOOwcre reported by P. Lozano for 16Apr, and 150 there on the 21•(G. Leidy). 106 were 
remarbble at U Logan, Hocking, on 11 Apr (J. Fry). In May, N. Barber reponed 13 at Sandy 
Ridge MP on the 11• . and G. Leidy two there on the 28•. J&K Davis spotted a drake at Highbanks 
MP, DelaM.'Ore, on the I~. and one was found among lhe Pipe Ck WA dawdlers on 26 May (R. 
Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Osprey: aose to 150 reponcd, allowing for duplications. Breeders returned early, such as those in Bui/er 
on 19 Mar (C. Holliday), but migrants were thickest in Apr, with a one.day high of 30+ at Magee oo 
23 Apr (D. Russell). The BSBO tallied 80 there and nearby during the period ovcrall Odd May 
sightinp mclodcd two in Erie on the I~ (N. Barber), one in S. Bass Won the 13• (S. W ulkowicz), 
and one in Foiifield oo the 25• (B. Hatfield). ODOW reported 14 active nests this spring, up from 
I 0 last year. 

Bald Eagle: As always, the lioo' s share appeared in the nonhwcst, with 11atMageeon14 Mar (V. 
Fuio). 18 at LCPNWR on 7 Apr (G. Links ct al.), and 22 at Magee OD 13 May (Fuio). Nine, 
including two adults, were at Mosquito U WA oo 18 Apr (D&J Hochadel). All in all, BSBO tallied 
127 along lhe NW lakcshore during lhe period. ODOW reported I 04 eaglets from 54 of 73 nesting 
pairs in the State. 

Northern Barrier: Around 225 reported, not counting probable duplications. BSBO reported 184 at 
Magee and environs during the period. 1bc high count was at Magee, with 23 there on 13 Apr (V. 
Fuio). May s ightings suggested nesting, but none was confirmed: 12+ in Seneca (T. Bartlett), four 
in Tfllmbull on the I~ (C. Babyak), a pair in LAke on the 16• (J. Pogacnik), a possible nesting pair 
at GPI on the!.,. (S. Zadar), one at Woodbury WA on the 2()li' (G . Miller). one lhe same day in 
Geauga (D. Best). and most intriguingly one in Clermont at Indian Ck on the 2~ (C. Vaught). 

Sharp-shinned Bawl: One on 4 Mar' s ONWRC was an early bird, as the bulk of them passed through in 
Apr, when V. Fuio saw 161 ovl2" ~iagee on lhe ~. and D. Russell .. hundreds~ there on the 23'". 
The big rap<or push in Lake witnessed by J. Pogacnilt oo 7 Mar included 69; the inland high was six 
on the same warm and windy day over Tuscarawas (E. Schlabach). The overall BSBO raptor watch 
toul was 1192. 

Cooper's Bawl; 196 migrants were seen on the western Lie Eric shore by the BSBO hawk-watchers. 

Northern Gosbawt : Remarbbly, a dozen seen statewide. BSBO tallied six through 20 May, including 
two on 12 Apr. 1bc fin;t report came from Wood on 10 Mar (C. Anderson), and one was over 
KcUcys Isl on 18 Mar(V. Fuio). During thoseraptorOUS days of7-12 Apr, an adult was at 
Springville Marsh, Seneca (T. Bartlett) and an imm near Mallard Club Marsh (G. Links), both on 
the~. ~·o birds far to lhe south were remarkable: one wcU-docw:nented at BCSP on 11 Mar (D. 
Overacker), and another seen well by mobs in Adams OD 28 Apr (B. Conlon, D. Lim.ell, ct al.). 
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R~ Hawk: During the big mo"'2DClll of 7 Apr in LAke, 35 were fouod (J. Popcnik). but 
many passed tluoogb earlier as 90 over Magee on 14 Mar (V. Fazio), and 29 over MBSP on 29 Mar 
(E. Schlabach). Altogether the BSBO count was 268. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Early broadwings sailed in on the big southerlies of 7 Apr: four in Cinciruiati (J. 
Lehman), one in Highland (R. Kolde), and one in Tuscarawas (E. Schlabach). Schlabach bad 17 
in Ho~s OD I l Apr, three were seen in Scioto on the 13• (R. Royse). and one in CkrmonJ on the 
l5'" (B. Stanley). By the 23'°, G. Leidy reported -400 in Ottawa. The final BSBO count was 2179 
for the period. 

Red-tailed &wk: On 7 Apr. 194 joined olhcr raptors in lAke (J. Pogacni.k). The BSBO count along the 
western shore numbered 734 during the period. 

Rough-legged Hawk: No major concentrations noted, as this species has fewer qualms about crossing the 
Lake; the BSBO hawk-watch found 40 over the period. The high count was cight at The Wilds, 
Muskingum, OD 13 Apr (J. Lorson). Three remained over reclaimed snip-mines io Nobk on 27 Apr 
(G.1'1iller), and the latest DOled were rwo at The W!lds"s old mines on 29 Apr (Larson). 

Golden Eagle: Three reported: an adult among the raptor flight of 7 Apr in lAke CJ. Pogamik). and birds 
at Magee on 12 and 18 Apr (V. Fazio). 

American Kestrel: In lake's 7 Apr flight. J. Pogamik counted 147 of this species. 

Merlin: Over 40 reported. 11 by the BSBO dining the period. The winlering Spring Grove Cem duo were 
last seen in Mar, the female OD the Jllo and the male OD the 11 • (L Brumbaugh). High count was 
five OD the familiar dat.c of 7 Apr in lAke (J. Pogacnik), and the latest migrant noced was on 7 May 
at Fairpon Hbr (L. Roschc). Inland reports came from Wyandot (R. Royse on 23 Mar), Waynt> (L 
Yoder OD 4 Apr), Ho~s (V oder on 8 Apr), and Butlu (22 Apr, S. Rec¥es). 

Peregrine Fakon: Introduced birds in Columbus produced eggs on 19 Mar, an early date. There is no 
evidence wild peregrine falcons ever nested in Ohio. of coor.;e, and the presence of introduced birds 
makes it difficult to assess the migration. particularly close to oes1 sites in the larger cities. High 
count of migrants was nine on 12 Apr (V. Fazio), a big chunlc of BSBO's total of21 for the season. 
Twelve nesting palfS of introduced birds in mban settings batched 36 eggs by 22 Jun (ODOW). 

Ru1fed Grouse: Evermore scarce it seems-and not because we're nOl doing enough logging, despite 
what we bear-judging by repons, though one contrarian bird in Adams became DOlorious for being 
bard to avoid. 

Wild Turkey: For the 24• coDSOCUtive spring a hunting record was set-26.217 birds, up 29% from last 
spring. were taken by bunters. Only two counties-Mt'm!r and Van Wt'r1 (see Rob Harlan's column 
m the last issue)-produccd no kills during the 23 Apr-13 May season. J. McConnac remarked that 
where this species is abundant-such as in the unglaciated SE-it is causing localized damage to 
forested understory plant communities. and that it may become a problem for those managing for 
biodiversity. 

King Rail: No early repons, and few overall: one 28-30 Apr at Springville Marsh (V. Fazio), one calling 
in Lucas 13 May (J. McCormac), one at Pipe Ck WA 17 May (J. Hammond), one al Mallard Oub 
Marsh 25 May (G. Miller) and two there OD 30 May (D. Sanders). and a bird beard calling in the 
Oak Openings, Lucas, on 27 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Virginia Rail: The six discovered during the winter went unreponed. First arrivals wcm two at SVW A 24 
Mar (D. Brinkman), and one at Calamus Swamp, Pickaway, the folJowing day (B. Masttt). Five in 
the CVNP OD 12 May likely included nesters, as did the high count of eight al GRW A on 30 May (C. 
Babyak). 
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Sora: One was calling early at ~ oo 23 Mar (V. Fazio). but the first c.xpccu:d migran1 showed up at 
MWW on 15 Apr (S. Reeves). By the 22"', G. Links ct al. called their count of 84 al LCPNWR 
-Very conservative." Elsewhere the high count was 12+ al GRWA OD 19 May CC. Babyak). 

Common Moorbcn: A timely arrival. with the first four at Magee OD 5 Apr (B&S Hiris). Around 30 
birds reported in all. One was 50 feet high in a uce io Rocky River on 23 Apr (P. Lozano). The same 
day one was found al Onawa by C. Tucker, with six there by 12 May (J. Yochum). A repon of 
eight at GRW A on 3 May (C. Babyak) probably included young. 

American Coot: Camp Dennison. Hamillon, lwbored 80 on 3 Mar (F. Renfrow). and the next day the 
ONWRC tallied 513. Magee had 2144 on 18 Mar, swelling to 3649 on 15 Apr (H&S Hiris). At 
Cowan Lk, 150+ on 21 Mar was a good count (L. Gara), as was 176 at Lk Logan on 20 Apr (J. 
Fry). At Brw A, where breeding often takes place, the foUowing numbers were reponed: - 3500 on 4 
Apr (J. Hammond), -4200 on 9 Apr (D. Sanders), 1700 on 12 Apr (G. Miller), -3000 on 18 Apr 
(L. Powtick), -2200 OD 25 Apr (Sanders), then three on l 7 May (Hammond). 

Sandhill Crane: Over a hundred reported. on about 30 occasions. and from 15 counties. Highlights 
included 20 persisting in Hancock from 26 Feb through 2 Mar, and three there as late as 2 May (B. 
Hardesty), one in Washington (3 Mar, C. Amos), one or two seen irregularly in Funk and Killbuck 
W As from. 3 Mar to 26 May (S. Snyder), birds in the NE in lAke (16 Apr, J. Pogamik), and 
Trumbull (one 18 Mar by D&J Hochadel. two 22 Apr by Pogacnik). A pair seen intermittently at 
Sandy Ridge MP was last noted on 9 May (B&A Tonelf). At Pipe Ck WA, one was seeo on 12 May 
(D. Hom) and one OD 25 May (B. Morrison). As for the <dauga birds, a pair was seen OD 22 Mar 
CK. Metcalf Jilk D. Best), and Best relayed repons of small numbers into Apr in the Lk Aquilla 
area. 

Black-bellied Plover: The fust was llOlcd on 22 Apr at LCPNWR. where the high count of 40 was later 
made OD 5 May (bo(h G. Links et al.). One was at Mosquito Lk WA OD 9 May (D&J Hochadel), 
one at HBSP on 12 May (L Rosc:he), and a single bird at MWW on 13 May (A. Muckcrbeidc). K. 
MetcalJ' found 20 at the Cedar Pt Oiausee on 14 May, and D. Sanders 17 there on the W"'. One 
appeared at Pipe Ck WA OD the 1JJ"' for Sanders, and four remained there on 26 May (R. Harlan, S. 
Wagner). 

American Golden-Plover: First reponed on 4 Apr, with one at Killdeer and 22 at Big Island (J. 
Hammood). The dam burst with wann southerlies OD 10 Apr, when observers at K.i1ldeer estimated 
their numbers at -5000 (Hammond), 5000+ (B. Whan), and "thousand and thousands" (J. 
Yochum). 1500+ remained there the following day (B .. Master). and in nearby BlWA V. Fazio 
estimated 550 OD 30 Apr. 95% in alternate plumage. The "'eather blew 95 to Fairport Hbr on 8 Apr 
(L. Rosche). The largest count in the NW was 350 in Paulding on 2 May (D&M Dnnak:in). The 
previous day 120 were in Holmt's (L Yoder), and the foUowing day 94, mostly in alternate plumage, 
in WayM (S. Snyder). On I May. V. Fazio found 70alODg the Cuyahoga/Lorain line. The last 150+ 
appeared 5 May in Hardin (A. Thom). 

Scm.ipalmated Plover: Three on 22 Apr ai MWW came first (J. Lchm.ao), and the high count of 70 
came at Pipe Ck WA on 23 May (B. Whan). The last report came from Caesar Ck SP on 31 May (L 
Gara). 

Amerkan A vociet: The fust to appear were: a nice flock of 18 swimming offshore at HBSP on 20 Apr (L. 
Roschc). On 22 Apr four stopped briefly at EFSP. Ckrmonl (W. Apgar ct al.), and one at Medusa 
(A. Voight et al.). Three wcm found al Pickerel Ck WA on 31 May (J. Popcni.k). 

Greater Yellowlep: None reported earlier than two 15-22 Mar in Ponagt' (L. R~he). Good numbers 
appeared in early Apr. with the high count of 42 in Paulding OD the 9llo (M&D Dunakin) and 35 at 
MWW OD the 1ia (S. Reeves). AtBlWAOD 28 Apr, V.Fazio found41. Last was one at Pipe Ck 
WA on 26 May (R. Harl.an, S. Wagner). 
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Les.wr YdJo~: Foor touched down 8l Killbuck on 17 Mar (S. Snyder). BIWA hosted big numbers, 

with~ there on 18 Apr (1- Powlick), 352 OD 26 Apr (D. Sanders), and 418 on 28 Apr (V. 
Fazio). The last bird was 8l Pipe Ck WA on 26 May (R. 11.artan, S. Wagner). 

Solitary Sandpiper: A forerunner showed up at Salt F<>rk SP on I Apr (J. Larson). Eleven were OD the 6 
May ONWRC. The final report came from Parma Hts on 28 May (R. Harlan. S. Wagner}. 

W'illet: Four appeared downstate, three at BCSP OD 6 May (D. Overacker}. and one in Butler on 20 May 
(C. Holliday). A pair was intermittently seen at Sheldon Maish from 30 Apr (D. Sanders) through at 
least 13 May (J. McConnac). Of two birds discovered on 15 May at Pipe Ck WA by M. England. 
at least one persisted to 25 May (B. Morrison). 

Spotted Sandpiper: The first btrds appeared in ltdam.r (C. Bedelfak P. Whan) and MWW (S. Reeves) 
on 12 Apr. High counts were of 29 oo the 6 May ONWRC and 32 from Hancock on 12 May (fide B. 
Hardesty). 

Upland Sandpiper: Apparent migrants appeared at MWW on 8 Apr (J. Lehman), Kmdeer OD 10 Apr 
(M. Baughman). aud Fairport Hbr on 4 May (L. Rosche). Breeding birds returned to BIW A (m 
obs}, Springfield aiiport (D. Ovuacker), and Krause Rd (mobs). 

Whimbm: Audubon said of the "Hudsonian curlew" that "their movements during their migrations are 
more rapid th.an those of most waler birds." All 8().odd birds passed through in six days. Last year' s 
five-day window was 19-23 May (-150 birds), and 1999's was 23-26 May (27 birds). This spring 
one was at Pipe Ck on 26 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner}, two at Walnut Beach in Ashtabula on the 
27* (J. Pogacnik) , 60 at Fai.rpon Hbr on the 28'6 (L Rosche), 20-25 over Medusa on 31 May 
(Pogac.nik), and a final bird the same day at Lk. Logan, Hocking (J. Fry). 

Marbled Godwit: Few. One at Toussaint WA on 18 Mar (B. Zwiebel) was found the next day by B. 
Barchus. Six were at Sheldon MJUSh OD 22 Apr (V. Fazio). D. Sanders found one at Ottawa OD 6 
May, and A&B Toneff two there the following day. 

Ruddy Turnstone: 160 birds spanned a short period. with three at Desar Ck SP on 1 I May (L. Gara), 
and a last one reported from Pipe Ck on 18 May (L Rose.be). High count was a flock of 88 at 
LCPNWR on 12 May (G. Links et al.); 50 wen: at Ottawa/Magee the same day (D. Overacker). 

Sanderling: Never numerous in spring. One was on S. Bass ls.I on 12 May (S. Wulk.owia), and two at 
Pipe Ck WA on 23 May (B. Conlon) diminished to one by 25 May (G. Miller). FOUT was the high 
count, a1 LCPNWR on 26 May (G. Links). and singletons were found on 27 May in Conneaut (J. 
Pogacnik) and at BCSP (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Semipalmated Sandpjper: Early was one at MWW OD 30 Apr (S. Reeves), where five were seen OD 26 
May (P. Wharton). No ootewonhy numbers reported. 

Western Sandpiper: An individual in mostly adult plumage at Pipe Ck WA was reported by J\.t. 
England for 15 May, and an alternate-plumaged bird was at Walnu1. Beach on 27 May for J. 
Pogacnik. 

Least Sandpiper: Six reached MWW by 14 Apr (N. Cade), and the last reported were four on 17 May at 

Sandy Ridge MP, Lorain (N. Barber). In between, high counts reached only 2 1, on 2 May at 
Sheldon Marsh (V. Fazio) and 8 May at Cowan ll SP (L Gara). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Two arrived a1 Pipe Ck OD 10 May (B. Whan), when: later 10 were found on 
the 24'" (E. Schlabach), and the high count of 15 OD the 26'" (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). The latter 
date also produced two at Lorain (Harlan, Wagner) and two at MWW (P. Wharton). 
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Baird's Sandpiper. Very rare in spring. with fcwa than 10 acccpcable sigbt records this century, and a 
specimc:o from 1956 (OSUM 9420), satisfactory dcW1s wen: submitted b a bin! found on 12 May 
at Pipe Ck WA (8. Morriwn, K. Miller, et al). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Arguably 15,000 birds rcponed, and unusually early. Three at Killbuck OD 17 Mar 
came first (S. Snyder), then 20 were at Killdeer on 23 Mar (R. Royse), then -1000 there on 9 Apr 
(D. Llnzell), then -2000on lOApr(B. Whan). BIWA had one bird on 25 Mar (V. Fazio). 250 OD .S 
Apr (J. Hammond). 850 OD 9 Apr (D. Sanders), then 3700 on 26 Apr (Sanders). 3610 were in the 
Magecfrttrtle Ck area on 13 Apr (V. Fazio). and -700 at Funk the next day (Snyder). On 25 May a 
bud was found a1 Desar Ck SP (L Gara), and two, one apparently injured, at Pipe Ck WA (G. 
Miller). 

Donlin: Early were two at Conneaut and two in Ashtabula OD 7 Apr (J. Pogacnik). By I May 1100 were 
at the Crane Ck estuary in Ottawa (B. Conlon), with -2500 there on I 7 May (S. Reeves). Five 
remained near Fostoria on 29 May (B. Hardesty). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Always a tteat in spring. three wen: found. One was at MWW OD I 2 Apr (S. Reeves). 13 
Apr (N. Cade), and 15 Apr (Ree,·es). Aoolher spent 28-30 April at BTW A (V. Fazio), and a third 
from 18 May (L Rasche) through 26 May at Pipe Cle WA (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

.RJ.dI: A rcconl four birds this spring. Unusual 
weather blew two birds inlo fields south of 
Killdeer in Marion, one a black ruff on 9 Apr 
{details are with the OBRC), and a n:eve the 
following morning (B. Whan et aJ., ai=pted 

OBRC): coincideolally, the most recent n:cve at lllilli!SJ:>~"ii.~~·~i 
Killdeer was found on the same date in 1996--B. 
Shiveley fide B.Coolon. More cooperative was 
another reeve seen along the Ottawa entrance 
road by m obs on I May {m. obs; details are with 
the OBRC). A third reeve was reported at an 
impoundment inside Ottawa on 19 May (details 
with the OBRC); G. Links remarted it looked a 
lot lilce the 1 May bird--if so, this would have 
been a record long stay. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: On 30 Apr two were al 
BIW A (V. Fazfo) and one al LCPNWR (G. 
Links). On 9 May 179 were at the Crane Ck 
estuary in Ottawa (D. Sanders), where 61 
remained OD 17 May (S. Reeves). Numbers at 
MWW lopped out at 59 on 15 May (F. Fridt). 

Long-billed Dowitcber: One was at MWW on 7 Apr 
{N. Keller). and G. Miller offered good details 
for one found al BIWA as late as 3 May. 

Dowitcber sp.: D. Brinkman was unsure of the species of one found at MWW on 21 Apr; the date seems 
likelier for long-billed. 

Common Snipe: Numbers at MWW went from two OD 3 Mar (F. Frick) lo 40 on 31 Mar (P. Wharton) 
10 50 on 4 ApT (5. Reeves) 10 25 on 22 Apr (J. Lehman). S. Snyder found eigbt OD 7 Mar, then 46 
on 21 Mar, in Wayne. B&D Lane bad 20+ in Columbiana OD I Apr, and D&J Hochadel reported 
the species was common in Trumbull in early Apr, appearing likely to nest before dry weather 
intervened.. J. Pogacnik observed a pair courting thereat GRWA on 22 Apr. No May reports 
received. 
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American 'Woodcock: Quite early ro arrive !his year, a few were DC\.-enheless still displaying oo 25 May 
al Irwin Prairie SNP (B. MtGum). 

Wilson's Pbalarope: Two reports of !his distinctive spring bird: L. Deiningtt had ooe al Sandy Ridge 
MP on 6 May, and M. Busam et al. another al Pipe ct WA oo 12 May. 

Laughing Gull: An astooishmg six birds were reported from inland reservoirs. An altematc adult at 
Caesar ct SP on 10 Mar (J. Rakestraw, mobs) was last seen on the 17* (B. Powell). An adult at 
Hoover Res on 25 Mar (J. Burtt) remained till the following day (B. Conlon). Anolher adult was 
observed at Wauseon Res, Fuhon, on 5 Apr (J. Yocl:uun), and still another spent 8-13 Apr al Acton 
Ii, Pr~bk (D. Rms61). On 6 May, an adult was found al BCSP (D. Overacker), and another bird al 

Greeolawn Dam in Columbus (J. Fry). Up oonh. an adult was in Lake on 8 Apr (J. Pogacnik), and a 
bird at Lorain oo 22 May (R. Rickard). 

Franklin's Gull: Some extraordinarily early dates, with four inland sightings. On 3 Mar, an adult was at 
BCSP (D. Overacker), and anolher al Caesar ct SP (S. Reeves). Ooe spent 14-15 Mar at Cowan Lk. 
SP (L. Gara). Another aduJt visited Conneaut on 21 Apr (J. Pogacnik), a bird did likewise at 
Onawa on 13 May (T. Smart fide J. Pogaalik), and a near-adult was seen al Findlay Res oo 27 May 
by R. Harlan and S. Wagner. 

Little Gull: Four reports, all in the central basin in Mar: one al HBSP OD the 7• (L. Roscbe), one al 

Fairport Hbr on the 17* and another al Conneaut OD the 24• (J. Pogac:nik), and a bird at GPI on the 
24• (S. Zadar). 
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Bonaparte' s Gull: Anived early in small numbers. One was al BCSP oo 3 Mar (D. Overac:ker), and 
ooc-oddly in alternate plumage-;ia Cowan Lk on 9 Mar (L. Gm-a). 1Wo were in Colwnbus by 12 
Mar (R. Royse). 40 at HBSP on 17 Mar (S. Zadar). and 153 al GPl on 24 Mar (Zadar). Five were 
still in Uiwmia on 23 Apr (R Slack). On 12 May, 15 remained at Mosquito Res {C. Babyak). 

Mew GWI: Details of a basic-plumaged bird photographed at HBSP OD 12 Mar are with the OBRC; if 
accepted, it would be the sixth record foe the state. 

Ring-billed Gull: Many large flock.s assembled in Mar inland-2500 al BCSP oo the 3,. (D. Overack.er), 
1800+- at Hoover Res OD the4* {R. Thorn), 1500 at Acton Lkoo the 17* (J. Habig), and 2500+ al 

Berlin Res on the 2~ (B&D Lane).. but the high count was of 6000 oo 10 Mar at HBSP (L. Rosc:he) 
among the enraordinary gathering of gulls there. 

Herring Gull: -2500 joined other gulls al HBSP's 10 Mar gathering (L. Roscbe). 

Thayer's Gull: Reported oo 10 occasions, all in the central basin during Mar. High count was three at 
HBSP on the IO* (L. Rosche), and the last was found at Conneaut on the 24• (J. Pogacnik). 

Iceland Gull: Twelve .reports, all during Mar in the central basin. High oount was three at HBSP OD 10 
Mar (L. Rosche), and the latest report of one al Huntington Beach on the 3t• (D. Krlska). 

Lesser Black·back.ed Gull: 18 reports, the latest a third-year bird quitc late on 20 May al Conneaut (J . 
Pogacnik). High counts of three in LaU oo 10 and 11 Mar (Pogamik). A young bird was out west 
al LCPNWR on 18 Mar (G. Links et al.). Two inland reports came in. ooe of a third-year bird in 
Columbus on 12 Mar (D. Sanders), and another of an adult at Oberlin Res on 25 Mar (V. Fazio). 

Glaucous Gull: Foonccn repons, totaling over 50 birds. with the last on 1 Apr in Rocky River (P. 
Lozano). High counts of 12 at HBSP on 10 Mar (L. Rosche) and 12 in Lake on 18 Mar (J. 
Pogac:nik). All caroe from the shoreline of the Lake's central basin. 

Great Black.-backed Gull: Nine were on the 4 Mar ONWRC. HBSP hosted 200 on 10 Mar (L. Roscbe) 
for the high count. On 4 Apr, 122 were in Cleveland (P. Lozano), and by 21 Apr 13 appeared at 
Sheldon Marsh (V. Fazio). 

Caspjan Tern: During a seven-day span from 4 Apr(two at Deer ct SP, G. Miller) to 10 Apr{18 in 
Fmdlay, B. Hardesty), 82 birds at nine locations were reported. Tbe high count was of 92 in LaU on 
21 Apr (J. Pogamik). Late birds were inland: two at Caesar Ck SP on 13 May (L. Gara) and ooe 
the neJtt day at BCSP (D. Ovencker). 

Common Tero: Tbe first report came on 26 Apr from HBSP (L. Roscbe), and by 30 Apr 40 were al 

Sheldon Marsh (D. Sanders). S. Wulkowicz bad 5()+. off S. Bass Isl on 12 May. Artificial oesting 
platforms at Pipe ct WA and Onawa seemed well-populated later in the period. 

Forster's Tero: Fust appeared simultaneously on 7 Apr in Lake (J. Pogamik), Wayne (S. Snyder), 
PmJding {M&D Dun.akin), and Lucas (G. Links). Tbe high count was 98 al Sheldon Marsh OD 2 
May (V. Fazio). A flock of 34 al Mosquiro Res OD 12 May had several imm birds {C. Babyak). Ooe 
lingered al Caesar ct SP OD 25 May (L. Gan). 

Black Tero: Birds at Magee on 18 (B. Morrison. B. Zweibel) and 22 Apr(G. Links) were early. May 
sightings included one at Pleasant Hill U OD the 2 .. (L. Yoder), one al U Logan on the 5* (J. Fry), 
three-the high count-at Pipe ct WA on the 11.6 (B. Morrison) with one remaining through the 
16• (S. Reens fide M. Busam). and one al LCPNWR on 26 May-a possible nestcr?-by G. Links 
et al. 
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Moo.rni.ng Dove: S. Harrey reported lbc lim Portsmouth-area batchlings dtuing lbc week of 3 Mar. 

Eurasian CoDareci-Dove: What would have been a lim stale record of I.bis incvirablc species, seen only 
briefly from a passmg car near Onawa on 14 Apr, was no< accepted by lbc OBRC. Certain ID of I.bis 
species will require a careful look at lhc llDdcrpan.s and/or bearing its call (sec Hammond, The Ohio 
Cardino/ 23(4):165-172) 

Blad-billed Cuckoo: Very early was one in Adams on 20 Apr (P. Rodewald). High count was four in 
Coshocton oo 17 May CE. Schlabach). Tbc species was no< well-reported, and some regarded it as 
down in numbers. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: AJso scarcer than usual, at least lo lbc north. Early arrivals were on 29 Apr at 
MWW (N. KeUer) and lbc following day in Perry (J. Faollmer). High count was four in Trumbull 
on 31 May (J&D Hochadel), but who knows bow many stayed soulb to feast on a record tent 
caterpillar infestation. BSBO captured none I.bis spring at lbc Navarre Marsh nets. 

Barn Owl: Apparently Holmes County's polygynous male again sired, and succcssfully fed, three broods 
simulrancously oocc again I.bis spring (fide J. Switz.er). 

Snowy Owl: A leftover from winter was at Conneaut on 3 Mar CJ. Pogac:nik). 

Bl.n'ed Owl: Three were ob.crved to fledge on 29 Apr in Delaware CJ. Hammond). 

Long-ared Owl: Two hung on at Killdeer as late as 4 Mar (G. Rettig), and on lbc same day one was 
found in LaU (J. Pogacnik). A wintering bird at GPI lasted till 10 Mar lbcrc (S. Zadar). E. 
Schlabach found one in Holmes on 13 Apr. 

Short-eared Owl: As with barriers, we need confirmations of nesting of this species where suspected. 
Consider these Apr and May sightings: 16 were at Killdeer on 2 Apr (J. Brumfield). one at GPI on 4 
and 7 Apr (S. Zadar). Ooe was in Medina on 11 Apr (R. Harlan. S. Wagner}, and oae was Ousbcd 
in the Little Miami floodplain on 25 Apr (D. Hedeen). On 29 Apr a DCSl with six eggs was found in 
The Wilds (J. Larson); four birds were seen there that day by J. McConnae. Two were seen at 
Crown City WA, lawrmce/Gallia, on 12 May (P&T Sica), and one on lhc 14• (R. Royse). B. 
Sparks found one on CRP lands in NE Seneca on 19 May, where an unreported number arc said to 
nest yearly, and on 26 May a btrd was found way down in. Adams by P. Rodewald. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: A bird was found in Washington on 3 Mar (H. Nagy). A wintering bird at GPJ 
persisted till 25 Mar, whereupon migrants passed through on 11 and 21 Apr (S. Zadar). 

Common Nighthawk: A very early bird was seen well over lighted greenhouses in Adams on 11 Apr (R. 
McCarty fide P. Whan). riding days of strong southerly winds. Beyond this exceptional occurrence, 
bullbab were on schedule, wilb one in Columbu.,; on 2 May (R. Royse) and anodlcr in Toledo on 8 
May (G. Links). 

Cbock-will's-widow: Continues to surprise. A bird was lim heard 22 Apr in Hocking by J. fry, who 
notes I.bis is tbc species' earliest appearance there: in 2000 it was 28 Apr, in 1999 on 2 May, and in 
1998 on 30 Apr. A bird was heard in Tuscarawas on 14 May (E. Schlabach). K. Mock discovered a 
lim Erie record on I 7 May on Kelleys Wand; lbc bird was seen as late as 20 May there (S. Zadar); 
a chuck had been reported from Pt Pelee across lbc Lake two days earlier (fide L. Martell). 

Whlp-poor-will: Early arrivals were 6 Apr in Adams (B. Culbertson fide P. Whan), 9 Apr in Pike (D. 
Minney), 11 Apr in Cincinnati (J. Cade). and, by 12 Apr, Magee (T. Bartlett). 
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Chimney Swift: Arivals in early Apr included OD the 2"" in Bwkr (M. BUSaJ11). lbc ~in Holmes by L 

Yoder and in Ckrmonr by D. Monie, lbc ~ in Tuscann<m (E. Schlabach). and the 8* a1 HBSP (L 
Roscbe). By I May. D. Sillick observed 500+- around a school's smok.cstack ocar Columbus. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: A bird's occur:rcnce on 9 Apr 31 lbc Cincinnati Nature Center (W. 
Apgar) must have been an overflight, for the DCXt hummers-six birds-were reported 31 Shawnee 
SF on 23 Apr (R. Royse); by 28 Apr one was in Summit (K. Mock), and on I May a bird had 
reached HBSP (L. Rosche). 

Red-beaded Woodpecker: It. Thom ootcd an uccptional migration in central Ohio. with sightings in 
w. Licking and e. Franklin at eight locations I.bis season. The 12 May Hancock census tallied 19 (fide 
B. Hardesty). L. Deininger observed one at Shaker Lakes from 2-31 May. watching it evict a rcd
bcllied woodpecker from its nest bole. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: The CVNPC of 12 May counted 55 lbcre. 

YeUow-bellied Sapsucke.r: Mar reports included one in IAk.e OD the 1• (J. Pogacni.k), ooc in Hocking on 
lbc 3,. (D. Hom), one in Wood on the 18* (C. Anderson), and lWO in Dayton on lbc 26• (C. 
Hawley). High count was I 7 on 13 Apr at HBSP (L Rosche). T. Leiden ct al. surveyed laJ:e and 
Geauga for breeders, locating 10 active territories and seven nests; at least seven of lbc territories 
included mature willows used for foraging. Tbc BSBO ncncd ooc at Navarre Marsh on 9 May. 

Northern Flicker: Tbcir larger movements ooinciclcd with warm soolbcrly winds 8-12 Apr: on lbc 8*, for 
example, 46 were al GPI (S. Zadar), 202 al MBSP (J. McCoy fak V. Fazio). and 342 in LaU (J. 
Popcnl.k). 

OlivHidtd Flycatcher: A total of 19 TClCOfds was DOI disappointing. The first came on 14 May in Adams 
(P. Rodewald), and lbc second up at Magee lbc DCXt day (P. Gott.sdillng). Tbc high count was a 
surprising four at Green Lawn Cem in Columbus on 27 May (D. Sanders), and lbc last of lbc period 
came on 31 May at EHSP (J. Popc:nik). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: The lim report came of an apparent overflight, 31 CVNP on 21 Apr (T&M 
Romito), with soulbcm birds on lhc 25"' at MWF (J. Byrd) and MWW on lbc 2~ (N. Keller). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Fmt detected at Magee on 11 May (D. Overacker), the high counts were of 
three tbcrc on 25 May (G. !\filler) and three al CJcar Ck MP in Hocking on 31 May (M. England). 
The BSBO banclcd 121 during lbc period at Navarre Marsh. 22 of them on 27 May. 

Acadian Flycatl:Mr: Early arrivals were noted on 30 Apr: one al Shawnee Lookout, Hamilton (L 
Peyton ), and four al Shawnee SF, Scioto (ll. Royse). E. Schlabach claimed lbc high count, wilb 10 
in CoshoclOll on 17 May. 

Alder Flycatcher: Tbc earliest showed up on 17 May-one at Magee (S. Reeves) and three in Coshocton 
(E. Scblabadt). Scblabacb also found lbc high c:oont of six at Magee on 24 May. 

Willow Flyc:atc:ber: One arrived at SVW A on 6 May (D. Rus.wll). and another at BCSP lbc same day. 
wbcrc lbc high count of 15 was reported on 28 May (both D. Overadter). 

Least Flycatcher: rtISl arrived al LCPNWR on 22 Apr (G. Links ct al.). Good numbers were seen on 17 
May, with 14 in Coshoaon (E. Schlabach) and 33 al GPI (S. Zadar), wbcrc one was found as late 
as 22 May (P. Lozano). Two territorial males were beard in lbc usual spots in Geauga during May 
(D .• Best), and birds were on territory in four sites at Mosquito WA at lhc end of lbc period (D&J 
Hochadel). 
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Elmem ~bt: Hading birds on 2 Mar (B. P!acier) and 3 Mar (D. Born), and a Perry bird on 3 Mar 

(J. Faulkner) likdy bad ovcrwinrered locally, but one al Sandy Ridge MP (G. Leidy) and eight at 
Scioo> Trail SP (L Powlick) on 12 Mar probably hadn'L Thirty-fh'C were found on 7 Apr at 
LCPNWR (G. Links et al), and 31 oo the CVNPC of 12 May. 

Great Crested flycatcher: An overflight brought one to Magee on 12 Apr (T. Bartle«). Later normal 
progress brought one to Cincinnati on 21 Apr (D. Brinkman) and as far as Holden Arboretum in 
Lake the foUowmg day (J. Gause fide L Rosche). Judged a good year for the species by many, with 
36ontheCVNPCof12 !\fay. 

Eastern Kingbird: Early arrivals touched down on the now-familiar date of 7 Apr at MWW (J. 
Lehman), then on 16 Apr at Killbuck (S. Snyder); one reached LCPNWR by 22 Apr (G. Links). 
The high count was 30 on the 12 May CVNPC. 

Loggerhead Shrike: On 28 May L. Rosche reponcd observations in lAk.e that suggested the presence of 
a nesting pair. 

Northern Shrike: Seven remained into the period. the southernmost in Killdeer (tiU 10 Mar, J. Kuenzli) 
and a1 Killbuck (till 17 Mar, L. Yoder). One persisted onl8 Mar at LCPNWR (G. Links ct al) and 
at Magee (A. Osborn), and rwo were recorded on the I Apr ONWRC. 

Whi~yed Vireo: One was in Hamilton on 10 Apr (F. Frick), another in Dela...."llrr on the 13•(J. 
Hammond). and one in CU)·ahoga by 14 Apr (R. RkJcanl). The high count was 11 at Scioto Trail 
SP on 15 Apr (R. Royse). 

Bell's Vireo: Two territorial males, once discovered, were seen and heard by m obs through the period: 
one at BCSP on 18 May (D. Overacker), and another at Gilmore Ponds, Bmlu, on 20 May (M. 
Busam). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Arrivals included one at Shawnee SF on 8 Apr (C. Johnston), one in Adams on 
10 Apr (P. Whan), and one on the same day in Medi11D (a personal record early local date for R. 
Harlan and S. Wagner). Four were at Mosquito Lie on 12 May (C. Bab)'-ak). 

Blue-headed Vireo: In Apr, two at Shawnee SF on the CJ6 (R. Royse), one each on the 10"' and 11• in 
Medino (R. Barlan, S. Wagner), and one at HBSP on the 15"' (L Roscbe) were early. Reports in 
the second half of May. hence suggestive of local nesting, included one at Shawnee Lookout on the 
191' (N. Cade), a pair at Clc:ir Ck MP OD the 23'" (L. Smith, J. Hammond). a nest confinned at 
CVNP on the 24111 (D&A Cbasar), a male at Shawnee SF on the 26"' (P. Rodewald), two at Conkle' s 
Hollow JO Hocking on the 30" (F. Renfrow). and another at Clear CkMP on the 31• (M. England). 

Warbling Vireo: Yet another v.'C8lbcr-assisted early arrival was one in Clermont on 10 Apr (T. 
Fitzpatrick). C. Babyak counted 21 at Mosquito Lie for the high count on 2 May. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Seemed to be in good numbers. The first rcpon came from S. Reeves at the 
Cincinnati Narurc Ctroo 3 May. N. Barber found no fewer than 12 in Lake and Cuyahoga 15-18 
May. R. Barlan and S. Wagner saw one at HBSP on 30 May. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Seemed late, with the first repon on 20 Apr at SVW A (C. Bttkm.ao). but it must have 
been earlier elsewhere. as by the time R. Royse got to Shawnee SF on the 22"' he found 130. then 
162 on the 24•, later 52 on 30 Apr as migrants moved on. 

Blue Jay: We're used to seeing hundreds overhead up by LI:: Eric. but this time the largest count reponed 
was of only 462 seen all season long by BSBO hawk-watchers. 
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Common Rami: On 8 May, a raven was observed pcn:hing on the Ohio shore of Pymatuning Res. in 

Ashtabula The two pmiOlb records of this rarity came from NE Ohio during the past three years. 
Dctaib v.ill be furnished to the OBRC. 

Purple Martin: Seoul!> armed in H olmes on 13 Mar (E. Schlabach). and the largest flock rcponcd came 
from there as well. 60 OD 30 Apr (J. Miller). 

Tree Swallow: T\\'o or three armed in Jackson on 23 Feb (D. Minney), unreponed in the winter issnc. 
L. Gara had five a1 Rocky Fie SP oo 3 Mar. lbe big blow of early Apr brought 1100+ to MBSP on 8 
Apr (J. l\tcCoy fide V. Fazio), and 1072 were at Magee on 20 May (B&S Hiris). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Rcpons from nine couollel> confumcd arrivals of single birds 
between 5 Apr (Adams, L. Miller) and 9 Apr (Cuyahoga, T&M Romito). 

Bank Swallow: Birds rode southern air in on 6 Apr (Cincinnati, D. Bri.okman) and 11 Apr (Killdeer, B. 
Master). 

Cliff Swallow: P. Yoder's w.inn welcome in Holmes brought him the fmt birds again. this tune on 4 
Apr. His final count of S62 ne~ at his fann was down a bit from last year's S89, though he rcponed 
his neighbor A. Troyer's count wa:. up to 545 this spring. One seen at Hoover by R. Thom oo 8 
Apr may have been beaded to H olmes. as most other n:pons came from late Apr. Colonies seemed 
stable OI' growrng ..arcwide; newl) noted were -SO nests on the Rte 32 bridge over the Scioto R rn 
Pike during the period (J. McConnac). 

Barn Swallow: Arrned on nmc. with one on 31 Mar ot Killbucl (S. Snyder), one the next day at MWW 
(D. Brinkmanl. and one the next in FaitjielJJ (D. Sanders). B&D Lane found IOOG+ over the 

Scioto R m Ross on 17 Apr. 

Carolina Chickadee: R. Harlan and S. Wagner found their oorthcmmost record in Waynl' during the 
pcnod. JUSl 6 rru. south of the M~dina line. 

Red-breasted l'tutbatch: The birds in Ha1111lton from the winter period continued through at least 29 Apr 
(F. Renfrow). who also noted a pair with ncstlings al Old Man's Cave. Hoclang. on 30 May. L. 
Smith and J. Hammond found one nearby in Clear Ck MP on 23 May. C. Babyak obser.•cd four 
calling and cxcavalin~ a cavil) 10 a favored spot near Meander Res on 14 May. On the same day S. 
Wulk.owicz found rwo on S. Bass Isl. A number of other May rcpons may have pertained co 

migrants. 

Brown Creeper: Detected in a known Wayne spot oo 26 May (P. Gottscliling). A bird was noted on 4 
May (B&A Tonefl'l in the CVNP. where five were later counted on the I 2 May census. 

Bouse Wren: An overflying bird appeared in Ttflin oo 8 Apr (f. Bartlett). and oo 10 Apr another was 
found at MWW (L, Pe) ton). Fony-nine were counted on the 6 May ONWRC and 141 JO Hancock 
on 12 May (fide B. Hardesty). 

Winter Wren: One was m Cincinnati on 3 Mar (D. Brinkman). and another the foUowmg day on the 
ONWRC. 1bc BSBO captured one a1 Na\-arrc as late as 3 May. No nc ung repons were received. 

Sedge Wren: All repons: one at l\1WW 3 May (S. Pelikan). growing to four on territory 8-11 May (D. 
Brinkman), one at Huffman Prairie on 17 May (f. Nickerson), one at Mcczgcr on 24 May (D. 
Friedman). P . Yoder dJi.covercd one in >.fay al his Ho~s farm that was apparently JOined by 
another in Jun when he left the area unroo"''Cd. As always, it's anyone's guellS as to what wiU happen 
this summer with sedge wrens. 
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M.arsb Wren; Two OD territory at LCPNWR on 31 Mar (G. Links), eight on territory at Mallard Club 
Marsh on 5 Apr (V. Fam), and one at SVWA oo 9 Apr (S. Reeves) were pn=nt so far ahead of 
the known migration schedule lhaJ they must have beco wintering birds. Later present at the 
expected locations, the high count was 22+ at Walborn Res OD 19 May (B&D Lane). 

Golden-aowned Kinglet: Sparse, with good counts of only 11 on 7 Apr in Tim:arowas (E. Schlabach) 
and 14 in LoJz on 8 Apr (J. Pogac:nik). 

Ruby-a-owned Kinglet: After a lot of winter reports, spring birds appeared on schedule, with individuals 
on 8 Apr in spots as far apan as MWW (D. Brinkman) and HBSP (L. Rasche). Forty-four at Shaker 
Lks OD 22 Mar was a nice tally for V. Fazio. Two were still around for the 6 May ONWRC. 

Blne-Gray Gnatcatcber : Arrived in Cincinnati OD 3 Apr (S. Pelikan), Scioto on 5 Apr (J. McCormac), 
and on 7 Apr in Adams (C. Bedelfok P. Whan). By the 9"', R. Royse counted 100+ in Scioto, then 
200+ by the 24•_ J. Pogamik bad two in lAke and R. Thom one in Franlclin OD the s•, and L. 
Rnscbe five at HBSP OD the n•. D. Graham rq><>rted an early llC$( in ~OD 14 Apr in 
Hamilton, and A&D Chasa.r six nests in the CVNP 28 Apr-1 May. 

Eastern Bluebird; T. Fitzpatrick reported a clutch of six batched on 25 Apr in Cf.ermonr for an early 
local record. 

Veery: With no reports of birds in a hurry, they 
arrived via overflight in the oortb Ml, 
seemingly, at Magee on 21 Apr (V. Fazio), in 
LJu;as on 22 Apr (G. Links), and in Portage on 
23 Apr (L. Rosche). Four were on S. Bass Isl on 
13 May (S. Wulkowicz). One was in Hamilron 
as late as 19 May (N. Cade), and F. Renfrow 
found two in Hocking on 29 May, where 
breeding was confirmed by J. Cairo. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush; Like the previous species, 
manifested itself first in the oorth, with one on 23 
Apr attheCVNP (T&M Romito) and one at 
Magee on the 24• (V. Fazio). No extraordinary 
num~ noted-most considered them bard to 
find this spring-but one in full song at BCSP OD 

18 May (D. Overacker) was unexpected. 

Swaimon's Thrush: Early birds showed up in 
&lmont on LO Apr (R. Campbell) and 
Columbus OD the 11• (B. Whan), but appeared 
in numbers-skimpy ones, everyone seemed to 
agree-late in the north; the high count was only 
I 0, at MWW on 29 Apr (N •. KeOer). Nor did 
they linger, as our latest report came from 19 
May in Delaware (J. Hammond). 

Humit Throsh: Two in Washington on 3 Mar weJC likely wintering birds (H. Nagy). The BSBO 
handers at Navarre netted a record 132 between 14 Apr and 21 May. A nest found by D&A Chasar 
oo 19 May at the CVNPhad two eggs on 20 May. R.Harlan andS. Wagner found one in Hocking 
oo 28 May, and M. England four on the 31• at Conkle'sHollow; elsewhere in the county, F. 
Renfrow observed two at Clear Ck MP oo 30 May, four at Cookie's Hollow on 30 May, and five OD 

30 May and eight on 31 May at Old Man's Cave; he suspects the number ofbenoit thrushes in 
Hocking is "much hig,hcr than the 30 estimated in 1998.~ 
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Wood Thrush: FLl'Sl noticed at Shawnee Lookout (L. Peyton) and Adams (P. Whan) on 10 Apr. By 12 
Apr ooe was at Magee (T. Bartlett). 

Varied Thrush: Setting a record for latcsl departure, the Fmdlay bird, presenl since 12 Dec, used the 
season's strongest winds to launch its long journey home during the night of 9-10 Apr (fide B. 
Hardesty). Boo voyage. 

Gray Catbird: One appeared in Cincinnati on LO Apr (J. Cade), and one in Ross on the 13• (S. Landes). 
Reassuringly common, with 86 in the CVNPC and 144 on the Hancoclc survey (fide B. Hardesty), 
both on 12 May. 

Northern Mockingbird: Nearly a hundred years ago in The Ohio Naturalist Lynds Jones wrote: "Mimus 
polyglonos. Mockingbird, January 5, 1904, singing. [Mr. A. Hall] slates that this is the sixlh 
specimen be bas reponed near Cleveland. It seems probable that the theory of escaped cage birds for 
these records will have to be abandoned" [IV(5): 112). Fortunately the acquisitive Mr.Hall didn't 
silence them all, for P. Lozano reported 10 at seven Cleveland-area spots during the period. Four 
were at HBSP on 29 Apr (L. Rosche), and a pair appeared near a famous bot-dog restaurant in e. 
Toledo on 7 Apr and seemed lil::eLy to nest 

Brown Thrasher: T. Fitzpatrick confirmed wintering on his Clermont farm. One in Ross on 3 Mar (D. 
Hom) bad probably spent the winter as well S. Pelikan reported lhe Ml migranl in Cincinnati on 
15 Mar, and others appeared in Wilmington oo the 23 .. (L. Gara) and in Pic/cJlway on the 25* (B. 
Master). An impressive find was 23 thrashers at HBSP OD 13 Apr (L. Rasche). G. Links and others 
called their numbers up in the northwest this spring. 

American Pipit: Flocks numbering 25+ were at HBSP on 15 Mar (N. Barber), 20+ al Killdeer on 11 Apr 
(B&A Tooett), and 100+ at the Picka.,..ay Airport on 25 Apr (L. Powlkk), where 30 remained oo 4 
May (Powlkk). lbc latest bird was in Paulding oo 7 May (M&D Dunakin). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Two reports came from 10 Apr. ooe at MWW (L. Peyton) and one in CU:rmont 
(T. Filzpatrick). As a breeder seemed undiminished: 59 were counted oo the CVNPC of 12 May. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Over 20 reported, but not a whisper about nesting. Early on, one was seen in 
Cincinnati on 27 Apr (E. Lotz), and an overshoot was banded at Navarre Marsh oo the same day 
(BSBO). High coonts were two on the 12 May Hancock survey (fide B. Hardesty) and two banded 
at Navarre OD the L4• (BSBO). 

Hybrids or the above: Increasingly, a fcasl for those who relish the digital doplicities of pheootypc/ 
genotype variations. Lots of plumage variation, and songs as well. Consider the bird at La Su An 
WA that looked like a blue-winged, but sang like a golden-winged (20-28 May, J. Grabmeier), or 
the apparent golden-winged at Shawnee SF that sang like a blue winged for R. Royse on 30 Apr. 
Thanks to all who reported plumages and vocalizations among these birds. N"me "Brewster's" were 
reported, !be earliest one banded at Navarre Marsh on 30 Apr (BSBO). One at Irwin Prairie OD 25 
May was singing like a blue-winged (B. McGuire), but one in CU:rmont on 18 May lil::e a goldeo
winged (T. Fitzpatrick). Three "Lawrence's .. were reported.. and L. Andrews did it again, 
relocating what were apparently the same birds as last year al spots in Athens and Hocking (the bird 
at the former location was singing like a blue-winged, by the way). Finally, D. Landefeld found one 
on 23 Apr at Shaker U.S.. later seen by m obs. 

Tennessee Warbler: lbc earliest ones appeared io Delaware on 29 Apr (J. Hammond et al.). and two in 
Scioto on 30 Apr (R. Royse). Thirteen was the high count, from Mosquito U on 12 May (C. 
Babyak). 
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Orange-crowned Warbler: M:. Busam ct al. bad a bird aJ Gilmore Poo<b on 11 Apr, and B. Stanley 
300lher ai EFSP on the 15"'. BSBO banded oo ax Navarre M3!'Sh oo the 14 . All n:porb wen: of 
Wigle binb. the ~t on 16 May at Magee (J. Hammond, m obs). 

Nashville Warbler. Early bircb came from Ciociooati, wilh one OD 14 Apr (S. Pelikan) and one on lhc 
15 (L. Peyton). Maximum was 10 OD s. Bass Isl OD 11 l\.1.ay (S. W ulkowicz). 

Northern Parub: C. J ohnston found lhc first on 8 Apr in Scioto, and by the IQ$ they v.ere ID Cincinnati 
(J. Cade) and Adams (P. Wban). lhcn way up in Lake on lhc 12 (J. Pogacnik). A couple ID lhc 
CVNP OD 6 May could well have been migrants (B&A Tooeff), but a male m Hell Hollow MP in 
Lake on 30 May CR. Harlan, S. Wagner) was more provocative. J. :\fcCormae no1ed ii in riparian 
foreslS m al least 15 SE locales, and remarked ii sccmcd on lhe increase. 

Yellow Warbler : We lake this beauty for granted because so ubiquitous, but 1t leave• us so early. The fim 
arrived on 12 Apr al ~fWW (D. Hedeen), and 14 Apr at BCSP (D. Overad;er) and SVW A (C. 
Mathena). C. Babyak counted 131 at Mosquito LL: on 12 May, S. Zadar 63 al GPI on 17 May, and 
l\1. Busam ct al. estimated over JOO singing males OD Kelleys Isl on 13 May between the Norlh Pond 
Preserve and the beach. By lhe time this magazine reaches you, most will have left 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: The first repon came from Shaker Us on 26 Apr (B. Finkelstein). Unlike 
many olher warblers this pring, this had a higb count worth at lea..t mcntion-20 aJ l\.1.agee on 12 
May (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). D&A Cb.asar found five males on icmtory in the CVNP on the same 
day. 

Magnolia Warbler: For this and olher migrants. passage was so sv.ift that fi.r.>t reporb seemed random as 
to locanon. The first three came from Tuscarawos (E. Sdtlabadl) and Columbus (R. Cns.mian) on 
28 Apr, and from Magee on !he 29' (B. Zwiebel). 102 of tlus "cry nWDCrull!> species were .<t GPI on 
17 May <S. Zadar). 

Cape May Warbler: Any local population fluctuations of this species were masl:ed by the overall poor 
numbers of warblers found this spring. The first repon came from Dtkll'•art on 30 Apr (J. 
Hammond), and lhc higher counts included lhree in 8111/tr on 6 May (M. Busam), three in 
Columbus on 10-11 May (R. Royse), and five at HBSPoo 15 May(L Rosdle). The BSBO banded 
six on 22 May at Navarre. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Arrived early, wilh one at Shawnee SF on 28 Apr (0. LinzeU et al.) and 
one lhe next day at HBSP (L. Rosdie). Not uncharacteristically this year, Ibey were thought 10 be in 
good numbers by some and hard to find by olhers. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Many doable-digit repons, lhe largest of 85 on 30 Apr in Paulding (M &D 
Dunakin). The last repon came from Ho~s on 20 May (G. Miller ). 

Black-throated Grttn Warbler. Moved early, perhaps wealher-assisted. One in Columbu. on 7 Apr (R. 
Thom) wa,,, early. but one the same day up in Ponagt (L. Rosche) was more llOleworthy. Seven at 
Mosquito U on 12 May were interesting (C. Ba byak). In its Hoclang strongbolds, F. RHlfrow had 
nrne dunng lhe last three days of May, and L. Smith and J. Hammond found 12 in Clear CL. MP on 
23May. 

Blackbumian Warbler: Not surprisingly, early and all over the map. One was in Cincinnati on 21 Apr 
(D. Brinkman), aoolhcr in Scioto lhe foUowing day (R. Royse). and one up in Bowling Green OD 

lhe 24"' (C. G~cz). Six were at HBSP on 15 May (L. Rosebe) for lhc high count. A male singing 
on 30 May at Old Man's Cave in Hocking led to a nest !here on 5 June (F. Renfrow). 
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Yellow-throat.ed Warbler: Many reached Ohio by the first week of Apr, led by ooe in Scioto on the SC' 
(J. MeConnac) and one in Moms oo the 6"' (M. Zloha fak P. Whan). By the ~. it was possible to 

coon1 40 in Shawnee SF (R. Royse). Two reached IAkL by the 12* (J. Popmik). Widely but thinly 
found throughout the oortbem lakeside counties in May, through AshllJbulD (15 May, L. Rosdie). 

Pine Warbler: D. Minney had one in Piu on 26 Feb. Six repons came from lhc first week of Mar, all in 
the south save for one in Lake oo lhc t•, which led J . Pogac:nlk to wonder if 11 had somehow 
wintered !here. Elsewhere in lhc norlh, J . Haw reponed a singing male in lhc Oak Openings 
OD 21 May. 

Kirtland's Wad!kr: An incredible second appearance 
in lhc Dunakin's yard, a Kirtland's was found and 
photographed 5-6 May; what do Ibey put in !heir 
feeders? Details acccpled by the OBRC. A singing 
male was reported along Girdbam Rd in the Oak 
Openings-right where lhe editor et al. found one 
in 1996-oo 21 May; ii was reportedly later that 
day independently seen by a group of Michigan 
birders. A record 1085 singing males at nest sites 
were found this year, all in Michigan, eight in lhc 
Upper Peninsula (Michigan ONR}. 

Prairie Warbler: Appeared first in Adams (where it is 
the WlOfficiaJ county bird) OD 10 Apr (P. Whan}. 
Two made it north as far as Magee, with one on 24 
Apr (V. Fazio) and one OD I May (P. Lozano). 

Palm Warbler. The earliest sightings were all in the 
north. such as one in Holmts OD 7 Apr (L Yoder), 
one at Magee on lhc 12" (T. Bartlett), and one in 
Paulding on the 13t11 (M&D Dunakin). Fifty. 
plus were seen at Magee on 24 Apr (V. Fazio). 
and the last repon came from Lorain on 26 
May (R . Ha rlan. S . Wagner). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: The fin>t was reponed from Shawnee SF on 28 Apr (D. Linzell). and in a lean 
year 20+ at HBSP on 15 May was a good showing (L. R~he). 

BlackpoU Warbler: An overflight brougbt one to Columbus on 22 Apr (P .. Gottscltling), and two were 
found in Scio10 on lhc 308' (R. Royse). Usually a pretty numerous migrant, but DOC this year, so -30 
in two hours in Cincinnati OD 16 May was of extra interest (J. Kuenzll). Seven were ar EHSP oo 31 
May to close 001 lhe season (J. Pogacnik). 

Cerulean Warbler: A very early bird was at Shawnee SF on 9 Apr (R. Royse); anocher appeared lhc 
following day at lhc same latitude in Illinois Cfoh K. McMullen). It was followed by one in Milford 
on lhc 11"' (W. Bull), and one in Columbus OD the 13• (B. Master}. Some disappoinung reportS 

involved none foood on surveying riparian areas in Columbus in ~1.ay (R. Thorn). and none 
returning to traditional haunts at Mosquito Lk by 8 May (C. Babyak). On lhc olher hand, two 
!Crritories were occupied at Secor MP in Lucas till lhc end of the period (E. Durbinfok G. Links), 
three were found in Hinckley MP in Medina OD 5 May (L Rosche), and birds in Paulding on 9 and 
12 May ma.de lhe Dunakins wonder about nesting there. 

Black-and-white Warbler: One reached Scioto by 8 Apr (C. Johnston). and another Holmes by lhc 12"' 
(P. Yoder). Fifteen were at HBSP on 29 Apr (L. Rosebe). 
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Americ:an Red.start: We doo'1 know when !hey first amved. but 51 were waiting for R. Royse when be 

birded Shawnee SF on 22 Apr. then 64 two da~ laler, \11hen lhc first appeared m Holmes (L. Yoder). 
Fifteen were on lhc Bird Tnil on 12 May (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 

Prothooota.ry Warbler: Again, 8 Apr. Then the first prolbooot.ary was found by M. Bosam ct al. at 
Gilmore Ponds. a very early date. 1bc Hoover Res colony was occupied by I May (R. Thom ). and 
one was srnging-in oaks in a schoolyard. go figure-in Lucas on 23 May (M. Anderson). 
Appeared three times at the BITTI Trail: I May (S .• Wright), 11 May (D. Onracker ). and 12 May (R. 
Harlan, S. Wagner). Fi.,·c were on lcmtory at Killbud: on 28 May (S. Snyder). 

Worm-eating Warbler. A classic overflight pul one m w~ on 12 Apr (J . Pogacnik); clscwbcrc, lhc 
ncxl report was of one banded at Gilmore on lhc 21 (M. Busam). ffigh count was 18 at Shawnee SF 
on 24 Apr (R. Royse). One was a1 Magee on I May (P. Lozano), one at Pipe Ck WA late on 18 Mn} 
(L. Roscbe). and one in Knox on 20 May (B&A Tooclf). 1bc species returned to La Su An ID 

Williams 2().28 May (J . Grabmeier), a decidedly oon-<:aoonical location on published breeding 
lllilp!>. 

Ovenbird: Many observers said their numbers were dov.-u C. J ohnston noted the first. at Sh.awnec SF on 
8 Apr. wbcrc R. Ro}·se had the high count--<>nly 36--on 30 Apr. C. Babyak reported only four al 
Mosqui10LkWAon 12May. 

Northern Wa tcrthrush: Strangely. no reports of multiple buds of this species. 'Ibc first was noted in 
Columbus on 24 Apr (R. Royse). and the following day in Asl11abula (L. Rosche). The last was 
another lone bITTI in Lorain, on 26 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Showed up early in many spots: 30 Mar al CVNP (L. Deininger). I Apr in 
Hocking (D. Hom). 2 Apr m Magee (M. Shieldcastlejid~ V. Fazio), 7 Apr in Geauga (D, Best). 
etc. D&A Chasar located a nc:;I in the CVNP on 51'.'lay. and B&D Lane reported two 1erri1orics in 
Columbiana on 19 May. 

Kentucky Warbler: R. Royse found lhc first on 23 Apr. then rune on 30 Apr. at Shawnee SF. F. 
Dinktlbach found one 111 thc CVNP on 13 May (fitk D. Cbasar). E. Schlabach counted 10 ID NE 
Coshocto11 on 17 May. Bred m several spots in lhc Oal. Openings (fide G. Links). At Navarre 
Marsh. lhc BSBO banded sc~cn. berwcen 27 Apr and IO May. 

Connecticut Warbler: P. Raver saw one al Green Lawn Ccm in Columbus on 13 May, and on lhc l 7* 
G. Links one at Magee. T. Tolford banded one at Gilmore Ponds on 26 May (/Uk M. Busam), and 
lhc BSBO bandeB bandied seven at Navarre Marsh between 2 1 and 27 May. ffigb count two, a1 
Magee on 28 May (G. Miller). 

Mourning Warbler: Two appeared m Columbus on 8 May. seen separately by R. Thorn and P . 
Rodewald. On the 15"'. single bITTls were seen in Paulding (M&D Dunakin) and 11 HBSP (L. 
Rosche). ffigb counts were 6-7 at Magee on 28 May (R. Nirschl) and fo·c at EHSP on 31 May (J. 
Pogacnik). The BSBO netted 11 on 28 May at Navarre. 

Common Yellowthroat: Quite early were iwo bITTls in Cincinnati on 10 Apr (D. Hedeen) and one in 
Adnms on lhc 11• (M. ZJoba fide P. Whan). B y lhc 22 ... Ibey were widespread m the wc~ICID Lk 
Enc marshes (G. Links). 

Hooded Warbler: 1bc first bird was one banded at Navarre on 14 Apr (BSBO). On 22 Mar 48 were a1 
Shawnee SF (R. Royse). bu1 when did they first arrive? Six were at Lorain on 9 May (B&A Toneft). 
and 40 on the 12 May CVN'PC. G. Links reported lhc spec•~ was present mosi of May at Magee. 
and on 12 May at LCPNWR 
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Wilson 's Warbler: 1bc fir..1 report came from Ptndding on 6 May (D&M Dunakin), and one was at 

HBSP the following day (L. Rosche). Its ol>scned nmnbcrs DOI so far down as those of olher 
warblers, 23 were at GPI on 17 May (S. Zadar). Three were Bl EHS'P on 31 May (J . Pogacnik). 

Canada Warbler: The first report came from Magee on 29 Apr (B. ZweibeJ). and by 7 May bITTls were 
in Paulding (M&D Dunakin) and at HBSP (L. Rosche). High counl six at EHSP on 3 1 May by J. 
Pogacnik. 

Yellow·b~tcd Chat: One was at Shawnee SF on 22 Apr (R. Royse), and lhrec in Hueston Wds SP lhc 
fol10W111g day (D. Russell), as well as one banded at Navarre by lhc BSBO. By I May one was 10 be 
found al HBSP (L. ROst'beJ. 

S ummer Tanager: The first was noted at Shawnee SF on 23 Apr (R. Royse). and by lhc following day 
one was spoiled at Magee (V. Fazio). Two males sang al Highbanks MP in Delaware on 27 Apr (J . 
Hammond). A female was in LCPNWR on 12 May (G. Links c t al.). and one in CuvaJwga on I 5 
May (K. MetcaJf). A singing male in lhc Oak Openings (f. Kemp, mobs) was found 15 May Md 
remained lhrough the period. R. Harlan and S . Wagner reponed three singing males lhcrc on 27 
May. 

Scarlet Tanager: G. Miller found one in Shawnee SF on I_. Apr, and H. Armstrong one at EFSP on lhc 
19" By the 24*. R. Royse reported 39 from lhc Shawnee. E. Schlabach counted 15 in Coshoc1on on 
9 May, Hancock surveyor.; h.ad 16 on 12 May (fitk B. Hardesty), and 29 were tallied for the 
CVNPCtbesamcday. 

Eastern Towhee: Migrants included one at Magee on 31 Mar (G. Links. K. Overman). and 12 birds a1 
HBSP on 8 Apr (L. Roscbe). 

American Tree S parrow: A few rema.mcd .. some singing. at Killdeer on 10 Apr (B. Conlon) and on lhc 
I I (B. Master). One remamcd al N. Chagrin MP on 15 Apr (K. MetcaJf), and one in Hamilton on 
the 21 (D. Hedeen), but lhc longcs1-s1aying were 1wo at GPI on 26 Apr (S. Zadar). 

Chipping Sparrow: D. Minney rcponed one in Piu on 26 Feb. NOi especially early during lhc spring, 
bITTls were first DOlcd a1 Mitchell Mcm Forest, Hamil1on. on 24 Mar (N. Cade), in Kent on 25 Mar 
(L . Roscbe), and in Cl~rmont on 28 Mar (f. Fitzpatrick). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: The first was one captured at Navarre on 22 Apr (BSBO). One was in Parma on 
I May (C. ~ker), and one in Cincinnati on 3 May (S. Pelikan). A bird found on 8 May (M. 
Wea,·er ) in Holmes remained through at least Ui May (P. Got1schling).. and one found in lhc Oak 
Opcnmg:. on 13 May (B. Cullen) stayed through at leas! 3 I May (A. Haslage, C. Morrow. ct al.). 

Field Sparrow: Five were seen at~ Ck SP on 14 Mar (J. Hammond el al). and by 29 ~iar one was 
in Clc\'cland (B. Finkelstein). Twcnly were at MWW oo 22 Apr for the high count (J. Lehman). 
and a late migrant was in Parma Hts on 23 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 

Vesper Sparrow: M any rcporti. from the first week of Apr. One in A1hens on 5 Apr was likely headed 
elsewhere (R. Royse), as were eight in Lorain on the 8* (B. Winger) and 12 in Hamil/on on !he 10'
(D. Hedeen ). Tiic high for a \inglc spot was at Ohio's sparrow spa, GPl in Cleveland, wilh 11 on 8 
Apr (S. Zadar). 

Lark parrow: The first of lhc Oak Openings birds was DOied 25 Apr (E. Tra.mer fok G. Links). S. 
Wulkowicz h.ad one on S. Bass Isl on 2 May, and J. Pogacnik reponed an errant bITTI at Walnut 
Beach on 20 May. 
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Sannnab Sparrow: Arrived 24 Mar in Ho/ma (E. Sddabar..h). Spread in bunches: at MWW. there 

wm: 15 on 31 Mar (P. Wharton), then 20 oo 5 Apr (N. Cade). and 30+- elsewhere in Hamilton oo 
10 Apr (D. Hedeen). Forty·fOlD' were 31 GPI OD 1 Apr (S. Zadar) and 40 were in Nobk on 22 Apr 
(G. Miller) 31 abandoned strip-mines. All these numbers were dwarfed by the 300 reported by L. 
Rosche from Cleveland on 6 Apr, an extraordinary event 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Appamitly normal in every way this spring, lhe first one was heard singing at 
MWW on 14 Apr (N. Cade). 

Benslow's Sparrow: The first were found in Pike on 8 Apr (D. Minney); first arrivals at The Wilds wcie 
OD 12 Apr (J. Larson). Four or more were at Hueston Wds SP on 5 May (D. R ussell). D. Sanders 
detected one al Ottawa on 6 May. Two to three found OD 18 May in the Oak Openings (G. Links) 
remained on the Jo- (?>L Anderson). 

IA Conte's Sparrow: One was aJ Killdeer on 10 Mar during the strange weather (P. Weber). Documen
tation accepted by the OBRC. 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: At GPI. unusual sparrows somcnmes become u uaJ. S. Zadar and T. 
Gillilaod found seven there OD 26 May, three of which were refound by P. Lozano ct al. the 
following day. 

Fox Sparrow: First reported on 15 Mar in Cincinnati (S. Pelikan). two were in N Chagrin Res by the 2B* 
(R. Rickard). and one ac Magee by the 31• (G. Links). Paralleling L. Rose.he's experience with 
savannah sparrows on the same date, B. Wolf encountered -100 fox sparrows in Cleveland on 6 
Mar. 

SGng Sparrow: The ONWRC recorded an unusual movement of -100 on I Apr, the beginning of 
sparrow week: along the Lake. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: P. Lozano found ooc in bcr back: 
yard in Lakewood, Cuyahoga. on 9 Apr for a 
very early record, which accompanied other 
unusual records on or around this date this 
SPfing. The next appcaranoe of a Lincoln's was 
in Pauldingoo 19Apr(J . Yochum). AU 
downhill from there, as it was universally 
acknowledged a poor spring for the species; the 
high counl of two occurred twice, in !Hlaware 
on 29 Apr (P. Weber) and at the Bird Trail oo 
16 May (J. Hammond). 

Swamp Sparrow: Six oo lhe 4 Mar ONWRC and 
three at BCSP on 17 Mar had likely wintered 
locally, and the first migrant reported was one on 
4 Apr in Rocky River (P. Lozano). By 22 Apr, 
G. Links et al reponcd "untold hundreds" at 
LCPNWR 

White-throa ted Sparrow: At HBSP. L. Rosche 
noted 200 OD I May. The last reported was 
one in Coshocron on 17 May (E. Schlabach) . ••••• 

Wb.ite<rowned Sparrow: Seventy-five were with lbc wbicc-thrnateds on I May at HBSP (L. 
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Roscbe). The last bird was seen in Hancock on 29 May ifide B. Hardesty). The BSBO 
handers at Navarre reported handling four of lhe Gambel's race this spring, reminding field 
birders that lhis fairly easily-recognized form should be looked for. 

The Ohio Cardinal 

REPORlS 
Dark-eyed Junco: The only report we received from their consulcrable breeding area tn the Northeast 

was of tjnging malc:s in three Geauga locatioos throughout the period (D. Best). B. Wolf reported 
-500 from ~land during the parrow pbeoomcoon there of 6 Apr. Birders arc urged to study pp 
500-01 of Sibley before reporting ''Oregon .. Juncos; it's fv from the easy ID other references make 
11 seem. 

Lapland Lon~ur: 1bc most dramatic reports come from Washburn Rd, Marion (near, but not in, 
Killdeer Plains WA-if the Di,·ision of Wildlife owned this property, it would not sport longspurs 
for long). R. Royse reported 150+ here on 23 Mar, then l()()(}.2000 on 28 Mar-with -only" 350 at 
nearby BIW A-and on 4 Apr J. Bllll1IDODd reported an esumated 3000 birds, many of them singing, 
and in aJJD<bl full alternate plumage Shoulda been there. The last report came from G. Miller . who 
had one in Noble on 22 Apr. 

Cbestnut;;ollaml I..on1ru1ur: A male of this species was reported along Washburn Rd (see above) 
during the odd weather of 10 Apr. This would. if documentation now with the OBRC is accepted, be 
a first Ohio record. 

Snow Bunting: Eighteen Mar b!Tds were reported: three were oo the 4 Mar ONWRC, two at Magee on 
the 9' (V. Fazio), one oo lbc LCPNWR on the is• (G. Links cl al.), and eight in NW Hancock on 
the 2o- (W. Mc:Clanabanjide B. Hardesty). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: More early Apr prcmaturities: a male was m Paulding on 4 Apr (D&M 
Dunakin). one wa:. seen m Columbus on 9 Apr (R. Cressman), and a female came to a fccdcr in 
Clermont on the 10'" (D. Morse). Some thought lheir numbcn. down, but maybe just because 
migrants overflew Ohto. Fifteen were seen in Coshocton on 9 May (E. Schlabach), and 33 were 
1all.ted on the CVNPC of 12 May. 

Blue Grosbeak; Birds returned to their lrllditiooal haunts in Adams. and to reccntly-disco\•crcd spots Wee 
Crown Caty WA. Gallia/Lowrcnu, where Ibey have been downright common. but here arc other 
sighungs. B. Powell reported an early one m Qimon on 24 Apr. A. Thorn found one near Rio 
Grande in Gallia on 5 May. A pair DCSlcd in Holmes for the fifth straight year (G. Miller ). T. 
Nickerson found a male at Wright-Patterson AFB OD 17 Ma). An imm male was smging in the Oak 
Openings from 21 May (J. Haw, mobs) through lhe end of the period Another imm male at 
Hueston Wds SP (D . R ussell) was JOmcd by another bird during lhe week of 25 May (8 . Pratt). 

Indigo Bunting: On 2 Apr. the bard that overwintered at the Cincinnati Nat Ctr had progrcs;.ed 10 90% 
alternate plumage (B. Gilmore). Migrants foll°"°ed quickly. J . Cade reported two at Shawnee on 1 
Apr. and M. Zloba ifide P. Whan) one in Adams on the 9*, then S. Clingman one in Clermont on 
the 10"'. These are early dale<., and also the dates of extraordinary winds out of the south sratcwidc. 
By 9 May, E. Schlabach found 40+ in NE Coshocton. 

Dickcissel: Way down from last year's admittedly exceptional numbers. A male at MWW on 4 May led 
to four on 12 May (F. Frick). and 5-6 were singing on 26 May (P. Wharton). P. Rodewald found 
one in Adams on 16 May. A one-day wonder was at BJW A on 19 May (R. Royse). 1baf s all, folks. 

Bobolink: Seemed to be up slightly, according 10 estimates. Al MWW, one appeared 5 Apr (N. Cade), 
and •·several" were PfC!iCDl on 1 Apr (J. Lehman); these arc early dates. They reappeared at 
lrlldiuonal sites, and in good numbers (e.g., 25 on 20 May, M. Busam) in grasslands recently ceded 
to the pad system in Butler at the old Voice of America property. High repon was of 35+ at a spot in 
Columbiana from 12·30 May CB&D Lane). 

West~m Meadowlark: Two \'CI) brief cllCOWllCIS tins season. which oouldn't be duplicated by~: 

one tn Holmes on 18 Apr (L. Yodu), and one in Hockmg on 27 May (R. Harlan. S. Wagner). 
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Yellow-beaded Blackbird: One was seen by L Garling (fide V. Fazio) along Veler Rd near Ottawa on 

26 Mar. Five were OD territory in LCPNWR OD 5 May (G. Links d al). D. Sanders saw ooe at 
nearby Ottawa on 6 May. and L. Theriault ooe there oo lhe I~. G. Links had ooe at Mallard Oub 
Marsh, adjacent to LCPNWR, Oil 19 May. 

Rusty Blackbird: Returned in Feb. Good numbers included 70 on the 4 Mar ONWRC, 50+ in 
Columbilma on 9 Mar (B&D Lane), l<X* at Calamus Swamp in Pickaway on 12 Mar (L, Powlick) 
and on 18 Mar (D. Hom), and 40 elsewhere in Piclcmi.·ay on 25 Mar (B. Master). Twelve were at 
Shenango WA. Trumbull, on 12 May (C. Babyak), and !WO remained in Lucas on 13 May CJ. 
McConnac). 

Brewer's Blackbird: Su were in Lucas from 12 Mar (G. Links) through 26 Mar (A. Osborn). Four 
were in Onawa on 14 Apr CJ. Pogacnik). A male was in Ottawa late on 12 May (R. Harlan, S. 
Wagner). 

Shiny Cowbird: Far from its normal range, this bin! was reported and fully documented by three persons 
near Ottawa oo 5 May. If acoepted by tbe OBRC. it would be a first state record, and a first for the 
Great Lakes region. 

Orchard Oriole: Appeared 10 Apr in Clmnom (S. Clingman). and by all accounts was plentiful Ibis 
season. Three were at GPI on 17 May for an interesting record (S. Zadar). 

Baltimore Oriole: On 22 Apr, binls showed up in Lucas (G. Links), Cincinnati (D. Marsh), and 
Cleveland (V. Fazio). In LaU on 5 May, J. Pogacnik observed 88 migrants. 

Purple F'mch: Moved oorlb in Mar. On 25 Mar, su were at Caesar Ck SP (N. Cade), then during the big 
winds J 6 showed up in Lau (J. Pogacnik) and one in Massillon on lbc ~ (J &E Snivdy), and one 
in Holmn on 10 Apr(E. Schlabach). At his Hocking feeders, J. Fry bad binls from 1 l -22Apr. with 
a high of 13 binls on the 15*. Later, odd appearances dunng the breeding season included a singing 
male at Secor MP in Lucas on 8 May (G. Links). and one on 22 May in Hancock (W. McClanahan 
fole B. Hardesty). 

White-winged Crossbill: At least four were in LAU on I Mar (J. Pogacnik). 

Red Crossbill: J. Popcnik reported 55+ in a flock in LaU on I Mar, then six on 3 Mar. 

Pine Siskin: J. Pogacnik bad four in LAU on 3 Mar, and G. Miller IWO in Hocking on 4 Mar, where D. 
Horn had 3+ on 15 Mar. Jim Fry's Hocking feeders hosted one 10 four during fifteen days of Mar, 
10 of Apr, and once on 14 May, with highs of eight on 7 Mar and I Apr. K. Metcalf had one in N. 
Chagrin MPoo 15 May, and R. Harlan and S. Wagner another in Pano.a Hts on 18 May. F. 
Rm!row, in Hocking on 31 May, DOied a pair feeding a fledgling brown-beaded cowbinl .. 

Bouse Sparrow: Merwin St. scene of so many sightings of more exciting birds from P. Lozano, yielded 
J. Ham.mood et al a roost of around 2000 of this species on 5 Mar. 

CONIRIBUfORS: We are indebced to all Ohio birdc's who made their sightings ~ available; a list 
of their names follows. Pam Adams, Lynne Aldrich, Cbad Amos, Oud: Anderson, Man Anderson, 

Carol Andres. Lynda Andrews, Wanda Apgar. Hank Armslrollg, Carole Babyak, Emil Bacik. Zac 
Baker, N'"ick Barber, Brian Barchus, Tom Banlen, Robert Baics, Marje Baughman. Kathy Beal, 

Cindy Beckman. ams Bedel. Glen Bcmbardt, Andy Bess, Dan Best, Brad Bolton, David A 
Brinkman, Lori Brumbaugh, Jen Brumfield. Gina Buckey, Atlee Burtboldcr, Don Bunon, Jed B111t1, 
Mike Bus:am. Jcny Bynl, Jason Caik, Neill Caik, Jerry Cairo, Rosemary Campbell, Ano Oiasar, 
Dwight Olasar, Eli:zabelh Clingman, SlrZaDDe Clingman. Bob Cooloo, Rich Oessman, Bill 
Otlbmsoo. Becky Collen. .ldf CUiien, Julie Davis, Ken Davis, Leo Deininger, Hany Di Carlo. Fred 
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Dinkelbach, Dong Dunakin, Micki Dunakin, Eric Durbin, Janice Emrick, Sc:oa Emrick. Man:us 
England. Bob Evans, Joe Faulkna, Vrc Fazio, Denis Feld, Duane Ferris, Bob Finkdstein, Tnn 
Fitzpalrict, Andy Foodit, Frank Frick, fnn Fry, ams Gajewicz, Mike Gallaway, I.any Gara. Lou 
Ganlella, Judy Gause, Ted Gilliland. Bren Gihoorc, Laura Gooch. Pda Gousc:hling, Jeff Grabmeic:r. 
Darlena Graham, John Habig. Joe Hammond, Rob Harlan, Beny Hardesty, Stephen H.an·ey, Andrea 
Haslagc, Becky Hatfield, fnn Haw, Olristine Hawley, Jeff Hays, Dave Hedeen, Helen Hendrickson, 
Jim Hickey, Hank Hiris, Sally Hiris, Tom Hissong, Dave Hochadel, Judy Hocbadel, Clnd: Holliday, 
Dave Hom, Gabe Hostctla, William Hull, Martha Johns, Keith Johnson, Cece Johnston, Phyllis 
Jones, Ned Kclle:r, Tom Kemp, Roo KoJde, Da\'e Kriska, Jonathon Kueozli, Debcnh Landefeld, 
Steve Landes, Bob Lane, Denise Lane. Jason Larson, Gabe Leidy, Jay Lehman, Mary Line, Greg 
Links. Doreene Lim.ell. Bill Long, CaJyn Long, Edie Lott, Paula Lozano, Lea Martell, Dan MMsb, 
Bernie Master, Cllarlotte Mathena, Rich McCarty, Winnie McClanahan, Jeff McCoy, Jim 
McCormac, Brian McGuire, Gary Meszaros, Kevin Metcalf, Greg Miller, Jeffrey Miller, Joseph 
Miller, Kent Miller, Lucy Miller, Nelson Miller, Dave Minney, Kathy Mock, Ben Moo:isoo. Carrie 
Morrow, Donald Morse, Annette Muckerbeide, Heather Nagy, Tammy Nickerson. Rick N°lfSCbl, 
Kathy Noblet, An Osborn, Km Oslermiller, Doug Overacker, Karl Overman, Anne Paschall, Ed 
Pien:e, Steve Pelikan. Haans PelIUSChke, Lester Peyton, Brad Phillips, Bob Placier, John Pogacoik, 

Bob Powell. Len Powlick., Bill Pratt. Dc:nois Profant, Brad Pursell, John Rakesttaw, Pam Raver, 
Glenn Redmer, Scott Reeves, Frank Renfrow, Grant Rettig, I.any Richardsoo, Richard Rickard, Craig 
Riektt, Paul Rodewald, Lauy Rosche, Sue Ross, E.d Roush. Linda Roush. Randy Rowe, Robert Royse. 
.Jonalhao Ruedisueli, David Russdl, kif Rowe, Dan Sandos, John Sawvcl, Regina Sdllelrz. E.d 
SchlaOOch, Debbie Scbust.er, Roo Sempier, Mart ShieldcaslJe, Bill Shiveley, Troy Sbiveley, Kay Shue, 
Pat Sica, Tona Sica, Darlene Sillick, Mllik Skinner, Harry Slack. Tnn Smart, Lany Smith, Tony 
Smith, Troy Smith, Elaine Snively, John Soiveley, Su Snyder, Bill Stanley, Don Stanley, Gene 
Stauffer. Mart. Srcinmetz., Jay Stenger, John Switzer, Dave Tennant. Laurel Theriault. Arline 
Thom, Rob Thom, Tun Tolford, Ano Tooeff, Bill Tooeff, Andy Troyer, David Troyer, Casey 
Tucker, Cliftoo Vaught. Ann Voight. Baro ~ Stein, Sandy Wagner, Jan Watkins, Wayne 
Wauligman. Pder Weber, Bill Whan, Pete Whan, Paul Wharton, David Whitely, Ben W'mger, Bruce 
Wolf, Sc:oa Wright, Slllll Wulkowicz, John Yochum, Abe Yoder, Leroy Yoder, Levi Yoder. Sheryl 
Young, Sean Zadar, Marlt Zloba, Brian Zwiebel We are also indebced to ooline services admin.islaed 
by Old Andmon, Vic Fario, Ned Keila, and lhe Blaclc Swamp Bird Obsc:rvatay, as well ti 10 lhe 

editors of The Bobolink and The Cln~land Bird Calendar. 
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