
seems we were going to have to make a subjective decision after all. Fasten your seat 
belts, please. 

We are left with five birds. each with a totaJ score of 12 points: Eurasian wood
cock, red-necked stint, brambling, northern lapwing, and long-billed murrelet. 1"11 
eliminate the woodcock first You"ll recaJI that its identification was partially based on 
bones. According to Peterjohn's The Birds of Ohio, however. ··This skeletal material 
was deposited in the Cleveland Museum of Natural Histof). but it is no longer in the 
museum· s collections and its \\hereabouts is unkno\\11:· Oops. Next to go is the lap
wing, because apparent!) no photographs were obtained. Jfthe) had been, this bird 
would have graded out at 13 points. and would thus be the undisputed winner. At least 
this offers some measure of revenge against a bird that had the gall to leave 20 minutes 
before I got there. Hah. Next to go is the red-necked stint, a species that is now pretty 
much annual a few hours' drive away on the Atlantic coast. Sorry, comrade. Now we 
are down to l\\o challengers. the brambling and the long-billed murrelet. And since 
I've always felt some distaste for feeder birds, espcciall)' those that make me wait thir
teen hours before I see them, it seems we have a winner. And finally- in reverent 
hushed tones of course-we present the Bird of the Century. the Seneca County long
billed murrelet. seen and studied b) some 300 people from 12 November to 18 No
vember 1996. 

We"\e come a long wa) in the 1900s. from shooting our last passenger pigeon (for 
eating com) and capital!} punishing our onl) Harris's hawk (for harassing poultry): all 
the wa} to a weeklong group hug and le.arning-fest over a drabl)-plumaged Asian al
cid. I don't know what that passenger pigeon would tell us ifhe could speak, but I 
think he might at least acknowledge that we are headed in the right direction on our 
perpetual road trip. That it might be too late for his !,.ind. but not for ours. And that's a 
prelt) good wa} to start a ne\\ century. I should think. 

The 1990s were good years for vagrant bird species. In fact, two species 
tied for the Bird of the Decade-riorthem lapwing and long-billed murrelet. 
Forced to abandon his professedly objective criteria, the author crowned 
this long-billed murrelet the Bird of the Century. This bird was cooperative 
for over 300 onlookers and stayed at the Beaver Cruk Reservoir, Seneca 

Co., from 12-18November1996. Photo by Vic Fazio. 
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The 1999-2000 Christmas Bird Counts 
by Ned Keller 

This year, the I OOth year for the Audubon Christmas Bird Counts. we report the 
results from 62 count circles. Two of them are centered outside Ohio. but include sub
stantial portions of their areas in Ohio. Five of the counts are ··unofficiar· counts. 
fhese counts are conducted along the same lines as the official counts. but for various 
reasons the participants choose not to report them to the National Audubon Sociel). 
We want to thank the compilers of all the counts. official or otherwise, for taking the 
time and effort to send their results to us for this report. 

Each column in the report is headed b} the name and date of the count. The num
ber in parentheses corresponds to the numbered circle on the accompanying map. We 
have dropped the regional groupings this year. With the increased number of count 
circles. we could no longer fit the results onto two sets of pages (a northern group and 
a southern group); and instead of trying to find three geographic ranges that made 
sense. we just lumped all the counts into one alphabetic listing. We have added two 
additional columns. for totaJ individuals on all counts. and for number of circles report
ing each species. 

We received documentation for many particularly rare birds. Those records are 
marked b) an asterisk in the report. As always, we report the infonnarion sent to us as 
received b} the compilers. even when documentation was omitted. We did, ho\\ever, 
drop a fe\\- obvious exotics. and corrected a couple of obvious errors. We included 
reports of trumpeter S\\ans. even though they are almost certainly part of the intro
duced population. This species is likely to become established at some point, so we 
might as well start keeping track of how man) winter here. 

This past year, Ohio counters found a total of 1,087.541 individual birds of 147 
full species. plus three more species during count weeks. Seventeen of those species 
were represented by only a single bird, and five more species appeared on onl} a single 
count. At the other end of the spectrum. 14 species were found on all 62 counts. The 
most common species, European starling. was represented by 196.0 I 0 individuals. 

Counters at Millersburg found 89 species to lead the state this )ear, followed by 
loledo with 87 species, Elyria-Loran with 83 species. Cuyahoga Falls with 82 species, 

and Cincinnati. Gypsum, and Mansfield with 80 species each. 

Northem haniers were tallied on 45 CBCs in Ohio. This 
male was photographed at K.rlldur Plains WA, Wyandot 
Co., by Len Powlick during the winter season. 

The Ohio Cardinal 73 Vol. 23, No. 2 



Red-lhroatec:t Loon 
Common Loon 
Pie<S-bled Grebe 
HomedGfebe 
Western Grebe 

ArnetlCWI While Pelican 
Oouble-creslec:t Cormorant 
Greal Bk.le Heron 
BladtV..w<e 
Turl<eyV~ture 

Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
Mute SWari 
Trumpet.er Swan 
lunch Swan 

Oomesllc ducx x 'Mllartl 
Blu&-WW>Qed Tea! 
Nortnem Shoveler 
Northern Pinlail 
Gree'l-Winged Teal 

Canllll:Sbaclc 
Rec:ttoead 
Rin11-nea<ec:t Dud: 
Greeter Scaup 
Lesse< Scaup 

Scaup sp 
Suri Scoter 
Blad< ScoCef 
OldSQllaw 
~head 

COIMlOll Golderleye 
Hooded Merganser 
Coovnoo Merganser 
Red-breasted MergallSef 
Mecganser sp 

Ruddy Duck 
Due.. sp 
Bald Eagle 
No<them Hamer 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Cooper's Hawk 
Acapoter, Sp 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-Yiloge<j Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawlt 

Roug!Hegged Hawk 
Buteo. sp 
Amercan Kestrel 
Me!ln 
Peregnne FalcOn 

Haw( sp 
Rlnlj-necl<ed Pheasan1 
Rutted Grouse 
WldTut1<ey 
Northern Bobwhde 

The Ohio Cardinal 

g 
o~ 
l) -.,;;:i 

" -iii-
~e 

2 

29 
-42 
8 
1 

190 

9 

50 
-41 

1 
7 

9 

1 
82 

8 

6 

42 

62 

1 2 
3 1 

2 
28 

31 

1 
-473 2088 

2 2 
2 

12 70 
2-48 211 

2 

cw 
5 
2 

30 
1-4 

5 

8 12 

9 

1 

38 
25 

185 
652 

2 5 
3 4 

3 4 

2 

28 17 

3 

25 7 

11 
3 

357 

376 

2 

7 

3 

16 

10 

2 

.. 

486 

90 

5 

1 
2 

3 

26 

8 

1 

5 

16 

61 

8 
36 

5 

1 
2-4 

134 

5 
327 

30 

35 

6 22 

3 220 

2 2 
2 1 

6 .. 
1 
4 

33 25 

1 
39 30 

35 86 43 183 27 62 

74 

CW 6 3 

1 
4l) 16 1 

.. 79 
8 

2• 

cw 7 

15 6 
6 32 

166 3159 547 • 346 1633 97 17&3 

8 

1 
2 

3 

5 12 1 

1-4 12-4 

8 
102 .. 10 
86 1 

5 
5 203 

2 20 89 cw 27 
380 11 850 356 542 

2 

2 80 

7 12 

6 8 
1 

.. 
CW 1 

1 2 
2 cw 

3 8 2 
1 

23 

5 -41 14 

8 2 

15 5 14 

3 

3 

6 

2 
13 -407 

60 
2 2 3 

23 12 -46 

9 1 34 
97 18 12 

17 
13036 

78 cw 29 
7 

17 1 
15 1 1 

11 3 11 
2 
7 

2272 626 

9 1 
1 

19 20 8 4 
5 

1· 

54 88 
11 

Vol. 23, No. 2 

14 

16 

8 
2 

22 31 

21 

I 
90 

6 
25 

4 5 

24 
14 11 5 

35 
22 

1 
17 12 

870 1962 1n1 1234 182 1475 1408 840 
11 4 

8 

5 2 9 
11 43 

4 2 
478 21 92 91 
128 1964 1751 236 

5 

2 

4 
7 
2 
3 
1 

14 
2 

107 6 4 

3 

1 
2 79 
1 1 

120 29 99 

2 

1215 2 

1 
5 8 2 

10 21 9 

9 

40 87 .... 

11 12 21 
3 

cw 

8 

8 

2 
4 
5 

7 

410 

3 

The Ohio Cardinal 

10 
26 

10 
20 .... 49 850 

226 1162 1009 11154 

3 
10 
6 

-475 

2.2 

27 231 

4 5 
7 17 8 

6 30 
26492 17327 

158 6 

5 9 

2 4 2 
3 6 5 

2 

11 26 24 

2 

37 21 22 

2 

2 

36 
2 

15 

2 

9 

cw 

33 4 

670 712 
2 

5 
24 
12 

169 
137 1311 

2 

cw 
1 

2 

CW 

16 4 
5 

10 

21 2 

3 .. 

3 

3 

2 

13 17 

16 13 

3 2 

75 

7 
2 

200 

413 4643 
30 

3 

69 
66 

1 3929 
301 12285 

1 
55 

6 

798 

9 

7 

86 

316 
1 

134 
522 

76 

49 
9 
1 

4 16 

26 40 

2 

21 29 

g 
o -u a; 
tP:: 
8~ 
o::.o 
:r::. 

4 

8 

842 

2 

10 
19n 

4 

63 

19 

16 

38 

2 

5 

10 

33 

545 

2 
6 
5 
6 

573 

3 

30 
2 
3 

14 

25 
522 

4 

1 
76 

I 
24 

698 

1 
7 

112 

4 
241 

83 

16 

1 
2 3 
5 

26 17 

19 12 

g . :::: .><"' .. -_, C:. 
c-
~..,"' 
.E ~ 

11 

36 

3 

3 

890 

120 
737 14120 

2 

15 

cw 
10 

79 

4 
5 411 

2 

13 22 

6 

36 38 

3 

16 

5 
19 

621 

15 
245 

16 
2 

4 

58 
3 

56 
2 

13 

Vol. 23, No. 2 



Vl'ginia Rai 
American Cool 
Sancll~ Crane 
Killdeer 
Greal:e( Yelowlegs 

least Sandpiper 
Dunlin 
CommonSn.pe 
AmellCan Woodcodt 
Jaeger, sp. 

Bonaparte's Gt.di 
Ring-billed GuU 
laughing x Rmli>-biled Gull 
Herring Gui 
ThayefsGul 

lesser 81ad<,bacl<ed Gui 
Glaucous Gui 
Great Blaci<-bacl<eel Gull 
Gull. sp 
Roel< Dove 

Mo<lllWlg Dove 
Barn Owl 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Greal Homed Ow1 
Snowy0w1 

Barred o..t 
Lon1>-eared Owl 
Short~a.-ed Owl 
Norttiem Saw-Wllel Owl 
Belted KingtiSlle< 

Red-headed Woodpecfter 
Red-.betied Woodpecker 
Yellow-tiellled Sapsucker 
Downy Wooclpeci<er 
Hairy Woodpeclter 

Nannem Flieter 
Pieated WooQpedcer 
Woodpeacer, sp. 
Eastem Phoebe 
Northem Shrike 

Blue Jay 
Amencan Crow 
Homedlar1t 
TreeSWalow 
Carolina Chickadee 

Bladt-capped Chickadee 
Chidtadee. sp 
Tufted TltlTIOuse 
Red-b<easted Nuthatdl 
While-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wn!11 
House Wren 
Winter llllren 
Marsh Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Roo~d Kinglet 
Eastern BIUebird 
Hermit Thrush 
Amencan Robirl 

The Ohio cardinal 

17 4 

79 

3 1600 
31 42 7430 

635 

13 
1 

81 159 267 386 

657 400 303 244 

7 
3 2 

2 

12 5 2 7 

2 1 
69 58 11 30 

5 4 
55 57 36 45 
26 8 10 6 

50 17 11 
26 2 16 

185 116 51 69 
565 272 656 133 

2 

164 218 

110 
134 

94 54 27 77 
27 15 8 
46 73 28 

5 1 CW 
78 8 2 40 

41 
5 

201 
2 

514 

1 

2 

46 

39 

4 

10 

31 106 

62 313 

12 11 

49 

104 1159 

10 

147 269 74 

216 644 501 

2 5 
1 

4 

9 6 

26 46 
2 

40 57 
7 2 

3 22 
5 16 

89 68 
596 676 

3 41 

72 188 

17 
4B 
79 69 
2 6 

42 62 

5 5 
13 58 

5 

37 

34 

76 

3 

58 
cw 
107 

1 
128 

2 

23 

24 
3 

6 
3 

109 
98 

1 

69 

58 
5 

23 

3 
14 

15 

50 

111 

2 
484 
cw 
32 
1' 

58 

3 

11 2 

cw 
28 2613 

28 81 352 2888 500 3087 

95 15 cw 680 

81 174 194 45 354 110 877 

69 374 62 231 506 292 301 

1 1 3 5 
3 2 5 2 

11 

21 
2 

36 
406 

3 

6 

3 
15 
21 
6 

29 

4 

13 

5 

31 
2 

50 
25 

5 
6 

2 

209 
547 

341 

113 
6 

93 

2 
1 

138 

72 

4 

11 
1 
7 

1 
3 

26 
203 

18 

30 

4 
1 

11 

11 

10 

4 2 

47 11 6 

15 188 25 72 
15 

16 220 52 123 
3 30 8 18 

11 61 19 11 
4 18 3 5 

4 

26 293 41 358 
16 I 2767 20000 1217 

11 2 

71 964 80 

24 398 
17 
90 

5 42 
5 

45 96 
9 

40 8234 

365 

26 229 
9 

27 139 

6 1 
9 16 

2 

4 

9 76 

71 314 

Vol. 23, No. 2 

5 479 63 

2 

CW 

"' ""0 
~8 
~!:! 
01:! 
u. -
;; -. ,_ we 

214 

2 

cw 

29 2 

2 14 

-~ c-
01:! 
E
l!... e 

11 
19 
3 

3 
4 

14 

2 9 

:S? 

"'"' 'E C> 
- O> 
,. _ 
u..

' CD co--"' 'E::. 
""' ::c!:!!. 

5 

10 

214 3 

45 2100 30047 2 1 162 
919 1261 1203 66 2013 S324o 32661 3904 1311 975 27203 833 207 811 432 6 

3 50 

1831 1377 

694 816 

7 
11 

8 

17 26 

6B 167 

151 301 
18 n 
39 '46 

5 14 

3 

391 683 
1544 1166 

4 

520 

2 ~7 

140 417 
20 14 
91 267 

10 14 
84 52 

cw 

t6 

9 

373 188 

496 529 

3 8 
5 3 

3 

17 

66 

111 
17 

26 
14 

31 
489 

48 

306 

82 
6 

60 

17 
38 

3 

6 

39 

71 
5 

36 
6 

173 
203 
241 

3 

1 
113 

35 
1 

47 

4 
14 

1208 
1 

5 

119 

46 544 

254 165 

1 
3 3 

3 

4 

3 
31 40 

31 75 
7 9 

16 15 
3 1 

49 238 
236 269 

2 32 

111 

211 

49 134 
1 7 

15 58 

5 2 
53 20 

2 8 
1 

4B 
2 

1726 

114 55 69 52 80 
1 

119 224 2390 108 1362 

The Ohio Cardinal 

624 

15 

526 

~ 

17 
2 

3 

26 

68 

10<! 
45 

144 

120 

44 
12 
48 

1 
10 

cw 

5 

49 

147 

20 

4 

120 

9 

2 

5 

27 
3 

8 

17 
12 

cw 

136 

7 
5 

9 
2 

cw 

3 

9 157 14451 

2 

CW 140 

86 51 61 293 

91 289 236 1~ 

10 1 3 
3 5 

3 3 

2 1 
3 42 
1 1 

51 77 
5 24 

4 20 

53 117 
13 1038 
3 87 

32 

200 

14 67 
4 4 

16 86 

3 27 
11 19 

6 
1 
8 

5 

77 

57 

45 
1 
5 

4 

2 
17 

54 
6 

17 
2 

74 
130 

13 

86 

11 

50 

10 
4 

2 
8 

13 

2 

4 

20 

76 
5 

24 

37 
28 
59 

81 

28 

6 

16 
11 

2 

22 

1 
93 

76 

138 295 

91 1131 

3 2 
3 

2 12 

3 1 
22 21 

109 40 
13 5 
10 17 
1 

98 49 
180 330 
46 40 

22 

58 

37 49 
5 

62 17 

11 6 
1 22 

11 

12 17 

15 1290 

90 

235 

6 

38 
1 

74 
6 

30 
4 

208 
153 

195 

2 

115 
10 
65 

4 
16 

5 

73 

802 

22 

73 

71 

2 

8 
14 

30 
1 

9 
1 
2 

59 
59 
50 

18 

6 
9 

20 
2 

16 

2 
2 

72 278 

145 1317 

2 3 
2 5 

2 
2 
4 

13 
14 

33 

28 

50 
26 

110 

17 
14 
2 

30 

2 

1 

2 
37 

4 
74 

6 

42 
12 

87 
296 
346 

192 

82 

12 

2 
68 

3 10 

6 16 107 

222 

Vol. 23, No. 2 



Gray Catbird 
Nonhem Mociongbird 
B~Thrasher 

European Starling 
American Pipit 

Cedar WaXWW!g 
Yellow-rumped waJbler 
Pine warlller 
Palm Warbler 
Common Yelowthroal 

Eastern T owllee 
American Tree Sparrow 
Clipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 

Savannah Sparrow 
Fox Si> arrow 
Song Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swamp Si>arrow 
Whit&-llvoallHj $pam>w 
Whrte-crowned Spam>W 
Sparrow sp. 
Da'1<-eyed Junco 
Darll-eyed (Ofegon) Junco 

Lapland Longsp<Jr 
Snow Bunting 
Northern Cardinal 
Odcissef 
Red-winged Bladd>ird 

Eastern Meadowta('( 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewe(s Blacicbord 
Blackbird, sp. 
Common Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbird 
Purple F lfld1 
Hoose Finch 
Carpodaws sp 
WIM!e-wYiged Crossboll 

Common RedPOI 
P11e Sisoan 
Ame!lCafl Goldfinch 
Evenmg Grosbea~ 
Hoose Sparrow 

total speaes 
total individuals 

observers 
party hoors 

The Ohio Cardinal 

51 

m 
05 .., ::::: 

C: N ., _ 
:c -., 0 
<( c. 

24 2 31 9 

~ 
co .. ::::: 

2"' 
~=-" .. m:::. 

2 5 52 11 9 
1 1 

2303 1047 1908 1159 969 602 1327 249 1511 7875 1800 1544 

31 
178 

4 1 

19 2 142 110 20 
5 

3 14 2 

68 281 46 106 
2 108 14 

1 61 2 
88 115 33 11 172 62 28 7 194 22 • 32 137 36 137 

39 12 8 16 

1 2 
3 1 9 

106 53 10 57 32 156 70 11 21 11 8 767 36 35 

5 2 1 4 1 18 10 

56 9 3 22 11 25 3 420 38 13 

51 20 26 84 18 15 100 6 

690 210 119 122 471 299 90 34 154 61 13 365 124 331 

9 
194 215 43 181 109 125 115 29 21 4 22 57 1056 142 242 

1 69 6 3 18 12 10 17 

34 CW 2 4 2 

15 

2 12 3 3 2 

29 2 
118 2 5 2 I 
38 83 69 148 106 131 100 53 60 7 37 275 100 340 

25 D 
10 2 22 

569 96 42 43 113 153 99 64 184 21 44 454 68 305 
11 

273 321 164 48 258 172 1138 281 467 59 45 653 865 908 

n 60 ~ 48 ~ ~ 55 43 60 ~ ~ ~ 58 N 
8517 4704 17247 4574 4560 5478 6064 2267 8431 2542 3152 34398 25274 30474 

23 16 10 10 13 14 12 5 15 7 11 65 13 63 
68. 75 55 00 30.00 ?? 41.00 42.00 21 50 16.75 55.50 23.50 24.00 145 25 24.00 99 50 

78 Vol. 23, No. 2 

33 5 8 5 2 

0 

E~ 
0£::! 
Ee... e 

3 

g 
Et:! ,, _ .. -a.,.,_ 
(!)~ 

g: 
o~ 
OCil 
:..:u
o"' u
c.,o 
:x::::. 

6 17 

.. g: 
ca> 
:§ ;a 
"- "' ~ -...... .. -..,_ 
=O 
~~ 

4861 4409 3781 2325 1199 3098 23839 299 409 4n 1193 7584 1113 3817 2183 7428 1500 21121 
3 

192 501 21 111 215 81 143 
8 10 9 3 18 8 

5 1 
116 713 30 268 

3 14 2 2 

2 
I 1 

258 229 52 74 

5 21 

208 99 101 
72 14 

9 

18 
21 

14 CW 
13 309 175 

2 

85 

7 

n 
2 

59 20 

12 

31 
2 

12 
1 

6 

14 

2 

2 

547 
5 

3 29 
3 4 

19 628 5 7 
6 

2 1 1 9 
40 187 36 395 63 84 32 30 294 113 

29 

4 

13 47 9 

2 
29 

7 

2 2 
19 59 15 160 21 

33 12 

49 25 120 7 
10 26 3 6 20 

6 

17 156 

5 4 

70 
28 83 

100 
586 608 131 108 214 338 232 26 72 42 74 100 76 120 7 37 153 

192 

2 1 
41 9 

631 802 299 221 129 167 72 14 80 151 118 165 143 207 224 52 63 214 

7 2 26 30 2500 46 4 cw 401 237 1088 310 3071 

20 5 
70 

2 

5 57 46 16 9 3 1 314 274 327 1550 7523 

30 2 cw 400 15 3 cw 6 280 5911 98 
3 11 48 2 1 39 5 23 

805 910 230 414 66 426 183 28 41 317 311 215 229 84 350 58 

7 852 
6 

21 219 
15 

11 10 6 
2 1 cw 6 39 7 2 

396 1043 342 228 164 235 54 185 66 139 29 65 48 166 113 31 72 204 
I 

2119 1982 262 841 76 666 508 95 715 256 742 2711 499 230 692 686 600 719 
,. 82 70 63 63 83 63 42 58 71 46 80 62 62 65 49 52 62 

Zll~ 2554! 15232 8423 8128 97198 111X1211 17918 4231 8481 4742 18576 8379 12626 9630 10282 6118 ~ 

43 86 59 28 10 29 20 4 15 24 15 9 24 7 22 7 10 31 
10975 22275 10050 6500 3250 66.75 4175 1600 2950 4950 4000 2445 ?? 4400 4900 2700 4200 8525 

The Ohio Cardinal 79 Vol. 23, No. 2 



Red-throated loon 

Common loon 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Homed Grebe 
Western Grebe 

Amencan White Pelican 
Double-crested Coonorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Blad< Vulture 
Tu'1<ey Vulure 

Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
Mu!P.S-n 
Trumpeter Swan 
Tuodra Swan 

Wood Duel< 
Gaclwall 
America~ Wigeon 
American Blad< Ouc:l< 
MaRarcl 

Domestic duel< x Mallard 
Blue-wviged Teal 
Nortllem Sholll!ler 
Northern Pintail 
Green-wmged Teal 

Canvasbaci< 
Redhead 
Ring-neel<ed Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scaup 

Scaup sp 
Surf Scoter 
Blad< Scoler 
Old squaw 
Butllellead 

Common GOldeneye 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganse< 
Merganser sp 

Ruddy OllCk 
Ducit. sp. 
Bald Eagle 
Nor1hem Hamer 
Snarp-shvmed Hawk 

Coopefs Hawk 
Acopoter. sp 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawl< 
Red-tailed Hawk 

Roog!Hegged Hawk 
Buteo. sp 
American Kestrel 
Merin 
Peregrine F aloon 

Hawk. Sp 
Rng-neaed Pheasant 
Rutted Grousa 
l'Wd Tlrtey 
Northern Bo-le 

The Ohio cardinal 

3 
1 

27 

68 
2 

27 
3 9 

8 
36 
17 

1· 

2 
8 

480 1376 1031 1268 
3 12 

3 

3 
7 12 

8 9 
9 86 14 32 

563 1360 340 674 

cw 
3 

4 
2 

2 
4 

cw 15 
109 

2 
1 

6 
1 
6 

1 
3 

5 65 

1502 27 6 

689 72 3 
5 2 45 

662 18 cw 
3936 253 

126 

4 
2 

1 
3 

2 

8 

7 

5 

2 62 
16 124 

1 
3 2 
3 2 
3 11 

4 
3 

6 19 34 56 

1 
3 

5 

17 21 

5 
cw 6 

50 202 

12 

45 
3 33 

22 
so 

284 9S4 

41 22 

6 

65 7 
84 445 

3 

30 
6 

32 

24 
6 

950 
76 
6 

16 

CW 
17 
6 

3 26 

2 3 

5 223 

39 

70 

2 
2 

24 175 
12 

80 

231 

16 
82 

CW 

140 
1 

8 

2 

38 

10 

13 

219 

2 

457 

8 

cw 

11 

12 

43 

1 
17 

15 

13 

11 

11 

15 
8 

69 
93 

90 

9 
8 
2 

13 
261 

61 

2 

12 

4 

42 

111 

7 
8 3 

21 5 12 

44 
561 l:IG14 448 148 

15 
329 

16 
11 

33 2460 
393 27356 

3 
56 

2 

2235 

4 
130 

430 
1 

424 
60 31 

625 
505 

8 
175 
16 

3 17 
2 

3 4 

28 35 

3 

31 32 

12 
2 

9 2 
66 437 

3 
2 

2 2 

6 

1 
14 2 

2 
3 4 

19 15 

3 

16 13 

6 
2 

Vol. 23, No. 2 

9 
21 2 

42 48 

18 1807 

5 
cw 

7 11 
37 562 

3 
cw 

5 

2 5 

50 5 

1 3 
7 1 
3 6 

2 4 

6 

31 44 

30 29 

1 
32 

238 

3 
48 

2 

3 

3 
3 

2 

5 

14 

7 

68 

29 

1 
2 

23 
205 

CW 
cw 

5 

2 

cw 

2 
3 
2 

1 
27 

19 

4 
44 

2 

9 

581 

7 
2 

2 

3 

10 

8 

The Ohio cardinal 

,l!1 

~ ., 
::i: 
'0 

~8 
=N o-

=~ 
-~:>r-oe 

4 

807 

379 

87 

3 

4 

17 

25 

10 

3 4 
cw 

2 

150 1769 
5 

2 

I n 
239 1531 

cw 
37 6 

2 

22 8 

3 

146 39 

17 

62 35 

10 
301 

2 5 

3 
3 59 25 

cw 
5 

253 2601 5351 

6 

112 65 

2 
11 
3 

8 

1121 724 
335 4335 2087 

89 
35 33 

5 cw 
712 

1 
8 

53 

25 23 

837 96 
10 33 

291 
~ 

150 

12 11 10 
14 2 8 
3 2 2 

13 6 3 
1 

Z3 

87 35 ~ 

7 1 3 

68 15 22 .. 
6 2 

62 

81 

967 
2 

7 
62 

6 
Z3 
28 

4 

4 

5 

2 

3 

16 
1 

2 

28 

46 

3 

1-

3 

cw 

30 15 10 

7 
355 2148 1100 1707 

57 

3 11 4 
33 

28 13 102 
821 539 266 430 

2 

5 

12 

13 
6 

20 

40 

30 
130 

2 36 

cw 4 
14 12 2 
10 

8 17 

7 6 

33 150 15 42 

13 5 2 

23 111 25 13 

2 

7 
cw 

1 
136 15 
242 39 
83 15 

0 
187 

1259 
258 
498 

84 
708&4 

94 
17 

928 

104 
506 
223 

11073 
116359 

1 
237 
175 
105 

4242 
45 

899 
148 

1014 

436 
3 
I 
1 

2341 

2571 
1195 
3059 
629411 
132 

2255 
551 
182 
315 
134 

333 
11 

120 
I 

2204 

153 
4 

1!>32 
14 
7 

6 
56 
23 

1888 
44 

0 
14 
58 

8 
10 

7 
62 
15 

2 
19 

26 
26 
16 
51 
62 

16 
19 
15 

12 
10 
21 

7 
19 

3 
2 
I 
1 

29 

21 
42 
16 
19 

2 

35 
7 

27 
45 
44 

56 
7 

22 
1 

62 

29 
4 

60 
7 
4 

2 
20 

8 
25 

Vol. 23, No. 2 



Virg1ma Rail 
Amencan Coot 
Sandhil Crane 
Klllcfeer 
Greater YeUowlegs 

Least Sandiliper 
Dunlin 
Common Snipe 
American Woodcoci< 
Jaeger, sp. 
Bonaparte's Gull 
~Gui 
Laugt'ing x Ring-billed Gull 
Hemng Gull 
Thayer's Gull 

Lesse< Blael<-backed Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black·backed Gull 
Gull sp. 
Rock Dolle 

Mourning Dove 
BamOwl 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Homed Ow4 
Snowt0w4 

Barred °"" 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Ncwthefn Saw-w'lel Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 

Red-headed Woodl>ecl<er 
Red-belied Woodpeckef 
VelJow.bellied Sapsud<er 
Downy Woodped<er 
Hairy Woodped<er 

Northern Flicker 
PiP.atf!d WondpAcJcer 
Woodpeclcer. sp 
Eastern Phoebe 
Northern Shnlce 

Blue Jay 
American Crow 
Homedl.a1'< 
Tree Swallow 
Carolina Cl»cicadee 

Blaci<-<:apped Cllockadee 
Chickadee, sp 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red·b<easted Nuthatch 
While-breasted Nuthatdl 

Brown Creeper 
Carolllla Wren 
House Wren 
'MOO...Wren 
Marsh Wren 

Gold~d Kinglet 
Ruby-aowned Kinglet 
Ea.stem BIJebird 
Hermit TlwlJsh 
AmeJ'lcan Rotwt 

The Ohio cardinal 

6 

9 

812 2135 
365 8506 

536 58 

5 455 

7 179 

1 
2 

5 

8 
31 

63 39 
CW 7 

36 2 
4 

13 119 
17 486 
6 

210 113 

48 
3 3 

14 48 

5 2 
2 7 

7 3 
CW 1 
cw 4 

1 
283 302 

9 250 

cw 

6 
3 
8 

3 

19 5 

52 90 
1112 3980 213 

6 645 25 

1 
72 

203 
60 515 30 1289 104 

474 560 84 1838 356 
2 

3 11 18 7 
2 2 11 3 

7 9 

3 1 
42 109 

4 
5D 125 

9 29 

22 19 
22 5 

cw 

11D 320 
647 17000 

16 

187 6 

12 

8 
1 

37 4 

36 I 
ID 521 59 

7 4 
25 598 122 

6 147 11 

1 226 15 
2 1D3 13 

2 
64 793 

1D9 1331 
417 

299 
391 

28 

11 
4 157 165 51 

363 121 165 
1D2 261 54 856 111 

11 28 1 10 2 
76 206 33 592 132 

6 4 46 4 
33 13 2 234 25 

5 16 68 21 
1 

57 204 3 904 176 
4 

125 588 153 744 205 

82 

82 

81 

16 

22 
t 

2 
3 

2D 
62 
58 

16 

16 
1 

14 

11 

9 

3 2 20 

39 37 \4 I 
85 225 7532 593 \90 

• 8 32n 237 2 

43 456 233 90 73 7 

68 455 31D 181 14 157 

CW 

2 

3 
4 

8 5 

1 
29 47 24 

t 
17 56 49 
4 14 5 

15 27 15 
12 13 

51 13 19D 
162 6lM 213 

1D ti 
1 

29 181 

30 

69 

25 77 21 
6 1 

35 22 35 
3 4 2 

11 35 12 

2 11 7 
I 

58 47 33 

213 1766 73 

9 
12 

4 

4 

1 
4 12 

42 28 
2 3 
9 

2 

2 

6 

75 
1 

66 
9 

25 
11 

16 18 92 
2 52 221 

111 263 6 

218 

15 12 

14 17 69 
1 13 

15 24 53 

10 8 2 
14 10 

4 

1D 

5 
I 
9 93 

1 
1665 

Vol. 23, No. 2 

CW CW 13 4 

9 cw 62 

36 
5 

122 2 
561'1 17 3.~ 185 3 

cw 4 

14 
154 948 

400 812 

18 

9 
3 

17 

33 74 
1 4 

26 100 
2 21 

30 2ti 
7 19 

22 495 52 

27 353 285 

5 
3 

1 
2 

2 

7 
4 

3 

2 

3 22 19 
1 

13 41 12 
1 2 

2 9 4 
9 3 

2 

25 116 20 58 26 
125 290 28 728 53 
31 643 cw 8 

73 285 

180 
34 228 

1 2 
21 115 

3 6 
34 140 

13 

1 
2 

9 
2 

173 28 

13 

6 91 
10 

2 53 

2 
38 

11 

3 
6 
9 

95 165 33 56 15 

29 132 

The Ohio Cardinal 

13 

5 

59 1200 

5 8 

3 
247 704 

778 2383 

6 10 
4 19 

16 

2 7 

6 16 
11 299 

5 
36 300 
8 106 

8 84 
39 

2 

175 497 
119 1201 

944 

160 137 
84 

44 455 
4 

9 262 

11 
64 

79 

'42 611 
6 

39 3079 

4 

338 

297 

6 

1 
27 

30 
1 

2 
1 

185 
790 
118 

2 

144 

45 
cw 

34 

9 

3 

52 

351 

4 143 

537 608 
I 7258 15ll!l 

3436 48 

8 

49 

442 948 152 

337 600 407 

20 5 
8 4 

1 

6 

2· 
cw 

8 5 

17 11 
54 16 38 

5 
150 87 113 

16 11 19 

24 7 24 
5 5 

1· 
CW 1 

227 164 566 
761 224 271 
529 I 

142 128 361 
12 
01 111 213 
29 34 CW 

124 78 104 

6 13 I 
22 9 3 

2 
I 

3 5 2 

97 66 
3' 
2 64 101 

83 

280 

65 7 

4 

2 238 6 

6 

388 576 1717 

'431 895 1464 

2 4 
2 12 

4 2 7 

10 

10 14 

21 
39 101 249 

I 13 
56 115 335 
8 8 30 

9 37 67 
14 39 

90 200 463 
117 4942 496 
478 27 56 

803 109 

206 87 
358 

45 178 322 
20 3 

57 43 224 

2 17 9 
118 35 

21 'Z1 

29 52 349 
3 1 

3 6148 13 

17 

6 

23 

124 

3 
1 

7 

3 

6 
33 

1 
75 

8 

50 

18 
867 

5 

591 

267 

cw 

2 

2 

2 
38 

56 
8 

15 10 
3 7 

167 232 
219 2814 

7 

2 

10 226 
99 
36 1'43 

1 4 
59 1D1 

2 
8 14 

2 4 

92 37 

16 180 

3 
2:520 

44 
510 

I 

3 
0 

92 
5 
0 

41003 

·~ 
1 

26373 
1 

17 
1 

569 
222 

20931 
21i20S 

2 
208 
181 

1 

82 
4 

67 
1 

420 

196 
3299 

86 
5106 

851 

\ 
34 

6 
26 

1 

1 
0 

12 
1 
0 

24 
57 

1 
37 

1 

5 

11 
5 

62 

62 
1 

42 
44 

29 
3 

16 
1 

54 

30 
61 
25 
62 
57 

1431 60 
517 ~ 

2 1 
15 10 
18 13 

9526 62 
69079 62 
5074 44 

1 1 
6919 38 

4987 37 
1718 14 
6310 61 

395 48 
4270 60 

379 52 
1793 59 

2 2 
33 18 
2 2 

660 47 
21 11 

5117 59 
36 14 

3$384 58 

Vol. 23, No. 2 



Gray Catl>ird 
"lortlleln Mocklngbtrd 
8l'OWl1 Thrasher 
European Stat1.ng 

Amencan PlP4 
Cedll" Waxwing 
v ellow-rumped war1>1er 
Pinewart11~ 

Palm Warbler 
Common Ydowtlwoat 

Eastem Towi.e 
Amenc:an Tree Sparrow 
Chppong Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Vesper Soarrow 
Savannah Spa"OW 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
LincolFl's Sparrow 
Swamp $pam>w 

Wllote-ttvoaled Sparrow 
Whtle-aowned Sparrow 
Sparrow sp 
Oar!<-eyed JUFlCO 
Datl(-eyed (Oregon) JLlllco 
Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunling 
N1>rthem Cardinal 
Dod<assel 
R~ Blad<bord 

Eastem Meadowtar~ 
Rusty Blaclloird 
Brewe(s Blacl<Dord 
Blacl<bord sp 
Common Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbo<d 
Purple Finch 
House FO'ld'I 
Carpodacus sp. 
'M><te-winged Crossbill 

Common Redpol 
f>wle Siskin 
Amencari Goldtinch 
Eventrlg Grosbea< 
House Sparrow 

The Ohio c.ardinal 

16 

4556 1776 917 1326 
cw 

10 3 8 152 
15 8 cw 

1 6 9 
31 6 56 223 

6 
18 

12 14 71 64 

4 15 

52 32329 
8 20 

687 4144 
6 

116 716 
59 

126 
232 2027 

38 

1 
6 

686 

89 
10 

3 
170 

8 1341 65 

52 

9 401 14 
1 1070 35 

98 114 161 591 220 1570 297 

40 
79 100 181 467 90 2091 261 

12 336 

21 
241 

150 151 
cw 5 1 1 

3 

9 20 167 4 
cw 5 3 7 

3 8 

55 392 

66 
3 

2 3 
13 11 

2 

12 13 

1306 3517 2133 
16 

9 19 60 
13 

17 3 
139 147 760 

30 

3 
18 24 281 28 128 

3 80 195 

2 10 154 4 2 
7 8 104 29 3 

5 

610 3470 

2 37 
17 12 

5 
12 91 

2 
70 

94 
12 

27 35 91 96 41 13 256 

4 14 
705 

56 71 264 145 122 25 260 

210 631 

23 

14 

10 181 
6 1 

166 276 111 860 215 743 117 22 12 60 206 87 49 121 

2 2 17 3 2 
3 16 1 

21 162 69 520 83 1031 293 31 
4 

70 201 208 261 

2 
3 1 

11 306 

337 647 340 740 499 2713 106 31 171 109 548 2669 239 161 

60 68 fil so 65 69 64 36 50 n 46 n ~ 65 
15950 19121 5859 29S82 9405 339S1 5272 1209 1780 8100 7689 67&59 2982 8568 

10 25 30 23 ?? 75 17 4 8 10 9 25 12 41 
50 50 24 00 50 25 69 50 ?? 302.00 4775 15 75 23.50 35 00 35.00 37.50 24 75 60 00 

84 Vol. 23, No. 2 

"' "' "' .c ::::: 
3~ 
~N .. -
a~ 
c. -

12 132 23 
1 

8619 2535 304 1515 

42 7 
10 7 

6 13 4 
21 23 50 1 

3 10 
5 13 3 

3 
1 

102 
1· 

52 
3 

61 

704 1683 9432 1210 2440 5399 1451 1BJO 11266 3255 
62 2 200 

63 73 362 25 110 62 24 61 118 9 
3 13 6 1 fil 11 

1· 
2· 

96 2 3 12 34 
9 67 1369 188 905 118 Jn 197 63 442 

4 43 28 2 

cw 

566 1237 

75 12 
2 cw 

5 
99 160 

5 ra 9 
1 6 3 2 3 1 8 

39 237 6 69 21 33 962 42 10 35 47 23 326 2n 37 60 
1· 

8 3 19 7 4 53 9 3 

52 101 1 29 23 15 171 8 17 6 2 1 260 38 8 32 
29 33 7 59 20 603 19 5 17 53 508 14 14 

10 
176 320 33 234 ~ 109 2118 116 352 390 199 166 327 387 113 287 

1 

12 18 
105 482 32 152 39 1'43 1878 126 527 183 229 180 537 684 146 135 

159 

19 
8 

32 

6 
373 

3 

22 

39 

2 
16 
20 

6 
51 

12 10 
• 58 249 46 203 

5 
38 

1· 
190 2 331 3463 30 

105 

205 
1514 

156 
3 

136 659 244 

920 

652 1873 51 

320 840 
11 CW I 

328 460 141 
2 

71 21 

3 4 

357 
41 2 

9 
1 

25 333 450 

1 16 CW 

30 22· 8 5 
1 1 59 91 13 4 1 

10 

cw 

75 
2 

2 

29 119 

22 237 563 204 393 169 350 102 262 485 50 202 
2 

89 443 78 202 81 696 1849 309 2254 602 608 376 619 2n2 151 428 

66 fil 44 N a 43 n 53 66 ~ 68 58 fil n 56 66 
11162 11692 1827 5535 2794 6317 36649 8613 12184 39081 16934 6462 30497 19634 3919 11134 

8 37 6 18 56 8 63 9 45 24 24 14 26 44 5 13 
26 25 74 00 1500 55 00 31 00 31 75 19500 49 50 51 25 39 50 75 00 39 75 fil 00 134 00 30 75 64 00 

4 
881 

4 
10 

290 

5657 
645 

1 
2 

475 
12C50 

20 
367 

2 
41 

4 
62 
7 

51 
34 

37 
62 

4 
32 

1 1 

39 8 
56 18 

7079 61 
1 1 

613 33 

2989 54 
3301 50 

110 2 
14992 61 
193 2 
23 6 

834 7 
l6296 62 

1 
13337 41 

127 13 
1399 14 

17 2 
938 5 

14341 35 

4064 29 
322 27 

12971 62 
2 2 

18 3 

199 17 
307 23 

12697 62 
18 4 

.&0913 62 
147 
~, 

1399 
3"' 10 

The Ohio c.ardina/ 85 Vnl ?~ Nn ? 



The 1999-2000 Christmas Bird Count areas. Numbers within circles correspond to 
count numbers in the preceding article. The circle without a number indicates the 
Steubenville count from which we received no report. 
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Northern Gulls Invade Dayton 
by Dave Dister 

On Friday evening. 15 January 1999. I received a phone call from Charlotte 
Mathena regarding a drake harlequin duck reported from Sidne) along the Great Mi
ami River (GMR). Wow, I thought. this is super! I had been planning to bird the 
Lakefront from Toledo to Cleveland O\er the weekend. and I could just include a short 
detour on my way north. Saturday morning. despite the long drive ahead. I decided to 
take the time to first check the GMR at several spots in downtown Dayton. 

Much of the river \\as still frozen, though much thawing was expected later in the 
da). My first stop was beneath a low dam, where rapids kept the water open. I 
scanned the gulls on a nearby icy bar. and a very large pale bird came into view. It 
was uniformly whitish over most of its plumage-was it a glaucous gull? Then l no
ticed light-brown flecking overall--yes, a first-winter glaucous gull! A nearb) herring 
gull was approximately the same size. so it clearl) wasn't an immature Iceland gull. 
Wow! As far as I kne\V, a glaucous gull had never been seen in the Dayton area. 

Excited. I drove next to a point half a mile downstream, where the Mad River 
empties into the GMR. More gulls were there, among them a dark-winged individual. 
It was very large. with a very black back and wings at rest. and pink legs ... it had to be 
a great black-backed gull, and an adult at that! This is too much, I thought, and looked 
around for other birders, but there was no one nearby. As I continued to scan to my 
left. two more large pale gulls were evident at the edge of the ice--two more first
winter glaucous gulls! I couldn't believe it ... I was in downtown Dayton, not the Mau
mee River rapids in Toledo! 

After checking a few spots further dov.nstream. I drove home and made a flUIT) of 
mosll) ineffective phone calls. Frustrated, I decided everyone was in Sidney checking 
out the harlequin duck. They would have wanted to know about an unprecedented ac
cidental showing of four northern gulls in southwest Ohio. I was sure. l left the area, 
-;ome\\hat reluctantly heading north to bird the Lakefront via Sidney, where I located 
the stunning harlequin duck. After an underwhelming birding trip to Lake Erie, I 
called Charlotte when l got back to Dayton. Fortunately. she and several others got the 
word in time to see the great black-backed and two of the three glaucous gulls. 

The great black-backed gull Lams marinus and the glaucous gull Larus h}per
horeus are considered accidental visitors away from the Ohio shores of Lake Erie 
( Peterjohn 1989). There are approximately four records of single glaucous gulls in 
central and southern Ohio prior to this sighting (here I regard US 30 and south as rep
resenting central and southern Ohio). Within this same area, there are approximately 
22 sightings of great black-backed gulls, most of which were of single birds. In rela
tive frequency. therefore, the great black-backed is five times more likely to be seen 
than the glaucous gull in the central and southern counties. 

The northern gull invasion of the century in southwest Ohio may not easily be 
eclipsed, especially in light of proposed development along the GMR in downtown 
Dayton and elsewhere along urban riverfronts. The paddleboat and casino mentality 
has no patience with esthetics and critical winter staging areas for wa} ward larids. 
Gravel and sand bars are considered wastelands by all too many urbanites inhabiting 
-;uch riparian areas. If they onl) knev. what they \\ere missing ... 
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See Don Burton 's article in Vol 22, No 2. last winter's The Ohio Cardinal.for a de
~cription of unusual weather conditions thal may have influenced Jhese sightings. - Ed 

The Ohio Cardinal 87 Vol. 23, No. 2 


