Spring 1999 Overview
by Bill Whan

After another warm winter, the spring of 1999 continued warm in Ohio, and pretty
dry as well. In Cleveland, for example, the National Weather Service reported the las
measurable snowfall of the season on March 10™ Cleveland’s last year with no April
snowfall was 1941, the previous one 1925. During April, on only three days did Cleve
land’s high temperature fall below freezing, at the lowest only to 28 degrees Fahren- 1
heit. Lake Erie waters, quite high for three decades, suddenly fell nearly to historically
normal levels, down a whopping twenty inches from last year’s. Severe weather far
away—droughts in Mexico and the West Indies, and Hurricane Mitch in Central Amer-
ica—were bound to affect migrants.

Their expectations diminished by last year’s bad showing, most birders rated this
year’s migration better than 1998s, but by no means good. A trend seems to persist in
which the major waves of neotropical migrants begin later and end sooner. Observers
who went afield in April in eager anticipation of new arrivals were often disappointed,
though not—in view of recent spring seasons—much surprised, as were those who
hoped for one more big wave late in May. Good numbers of migrants in early June, of
course, are a fading memory one hardly dares to trust. While not fully explanatory, at
least contributory was this spring’s stalled front in late April and early May, whose
stubborn northeasterly winds blockaded the songbird migration long enough to try
many an observer’s patience. Only in a few places, however—such as the 8" of May’s
fallout in Metzger Marsh’s patch of cottonwoods on the Lakeside—did one sense that
the resumption of southerly breezes had brought a big onrush of long-delayed birds on
their way north. Good numbers of the southern breeders arrived on or a bit ahead of
schedule there earlier in April, and there were a few brief overflights to the north, but
as May grew older the passage of Canada-bound songbirds became so brisk that the
end of the month seemed empty of anything but local breeders.

Shorebirds, more dependent than songbirds on specialized habitats on migration,
were unusually hard to find, and particularly ill-served by Ohio on their long voyages.
Few land managers accommodated their habitat needs, and this year, unlike in 1998, no
flooded agricultural fields afforded them make-do stopover sites. By and large, only
those species happy with drier settings—golden-plovers, upland sandpipers, pectoral
sandpipers—were seen in normal numbers. Among other species, we found plovers
and turnstones reduced to following plows in dusty fields, or while marveling at the
midge hatch near the Lake we noticed upwards of 60 ruddy turnstones snapping up the
chironomids at Crane Creek SP beach. Enough mudflat-loving species stopped, of ne-
cessity, at inland reservoirs—often in unusual numbers—or in odd situations near the
Lake, to make the count of species, if hardly of individuals, close to normal.

It may have been the warm weather which persuaded unprecedented numbers of
grebes to overwinter on Lake Erie and inland waters alike. Among close to a hundred
grebes at East Fork SP in January, a western grebe arrived to spend over ten weeks.,
Waterfowl as a whole seemed to set an impatient example for songbirds, pulling out
early. As among shorebirds, some waterfowl made unusually good showings at inland
locations.

We did have some extraordinary gull events. Iceland gulls, usually the shortest-
staying and least numerous of the white-winged species, lingered till late April, with a
startlingly high count of 48 birds on the 10™, Little gulls numbered 22 on March 2™ at
Fairport Harbor, a remarkable concentration at any time, especially spring. Echoing
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our own exceptional numbers, 52 little gulls showed up on the Niagara River on March
17", their numbers swelling to 85 two days later; both the Ohio and the NY/Ontario
events were accompanied, not surprisingly, by unusually large numbers of Bonaparte’s
gulls.

Another event of significance was the heavy migration witnessed by a few lucky
birders at Conneaut on the late date of May 17": 150 turkey vultures, 7 ospreys, 7 bald
eagles, 14 harriers, 17 sharpies, a rough-legged hawk, a golden eagle, 408 broad-
winged hawks, 20 ruby-throated hummingbirds, 36 eastern kingbirds, 175 blue jays,
375 American pipits, and 30 bobolinks. It was as if all the lingering and indecisive mi-
grants of the region were swept up as one and sent on their way at last.

Migrant flycatchers zipped through in a ten-day spate for the most part. Tern num-
bers seemed down in the impressions of many observers—as well as in the numbers
reported. Three monthly counts in Magee Marsh WA, for example, found only eight
terns of two species, and in three Ottawa NWR counts did only a little better, with 34
birds of three species. Black terns’ dim regional prospects continue to fade, and com-
mon terns hang on as nesters only at two elaborately-protected colonies.

If sightings of some expected species were rather meager, those of the unexpected
ones were truly puny. In the spring of 1998, 19 Review List species were reported in
Ohio; this year, only eight came to light. Among them, only the western grebe (more
properly a holdover from the winter), a Harris’s sparrow, and a purple gallinule stayed
for more than brief looks by single observers.

We hope to be forgiven for a fairly grumpy overview of the spring season. Watch-
ing populations of birds other than starlings generally prepares one for disappoint-
ments, but surely some grousing—and even a bit of sniping from time to time—should
be permissible. These notes are being written in mid-July, and even though not a single
pulse-quickening sighting has been reported since the end of a lackluster spring rarity-
wise—oh, maybe the ruff seen by one observer but never relocated—we look forward
at least to some interesting reports for this summer about Ohio breeders from our con-
tributors.

Speaking of which, most of us are guilty of ignoring local birds during the sum-
mer. A horned grebe hanging around into June—a remarkable record—might not catch
our attention after we’ve seen so many earlier in the year. Sure, we saw upland sandpi-
pers out by the airport, but do we know if they stayed to nest successfully? Lots of us
keep Ohio life-lists and year-lists, but if more of us kept month-lists we’d probably
know a lot more about our birdlife.

The following report follows the taxonomic order of the 7" edition of the AOU
Check-list of North American Birds (1998), in which some significant changes will re-
quire some getting used to; notice the radical displacement of the vultures and the vir-
eos as examples. Underlined names of species indicate those on the OBRC Review
List. County names are supplied for certain locations, and appear italicized and often
abbreviated. Other abbreviations should be readily understood; conceivable exceptions
follow: CBC=Christmas Bird Count; fide="in trust of," said of data conveyed on behalf
of another; Killbuck=Killbuck Marsh Wildlife Area; Killdeer=Killdeer Plains Wildlife
Area; Magee=Magee Marsh Wildlife Area; Metzger=Metzger Marsh Wildlife Area;
MP=Metropark; m obs=many observers; MWW=Miami-Whitewater Wetlands;
NF=National Forest; NRA=National Recreation Area; NWR=National Wildlife Ref-
uge; Res=reservoir; Res'n=reservation; SF= State Forest; SNP=State Nature Preserve;
SP=State Park; WA=Wildlife Area.
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The Reports

Red-throated Loon: Scarce at best in spring, one was at Buck Creck SP, Clark, on 13 Mar (D.

Overacker), and another off Lakeshore MP, Lake, on 10 April (J. Pogacnik).

Common Loon: Numbers were good. K. Metealf had an immature bird on the early date of 12 Mar at
Eastlake; no local rehabber having released one, it may have been a rare overwintering bird. Spring loons
often prefer inland waters, so 68 at Lakeshore MP on 10 Apr (J. Pogacnik), 29 at Conneaut, Asht, on 21

Apr (B. Glick, E. Schlabach), and 16 off S. Bass Isl on 11 Apr (S. Wulcowicz) were remarkable, In-
land, R. Nirschl had 66 birds on Pleasant Hill Lk, Rich, on 12 Apr, B. Heck found 13 on Acton Lk,

Preb, on 28 Mar, E, Schlabach had eight on Seneca Lk, Noble, on 10 April, and D. Best had 20 on

Res hosted three on 23 Mar, 12 on | May, and two laggards 25 May (B. Hardesty).

Pied-billed Grebe: 6 Mar brought reports statewide: 28 birds at East Fork SP, Cler (H. Armstrong), five
at Buck Creek SP (D. Overacker), and one at Killbuck (S. Snyder), though some of those at the first two
locations had likely overwintered, numbers at East Fork SP having reached an astonishing 40+ by the

third week of January (N. Keller et al.).

Horned Grebe: This species, too, took advantage of a warm winter, with reports spanning Dec-Feb. At
East Fork SP their numbers equaled those of the previous species during the winter (N. Keller et al.).
Likelier migrants came through in good numbers, including 18 at Cowan Lk, Clin, on 20 Mar (L. Gara

D. Overacker), 15 on Paulding Res on 25 Mar (D&M Dunakin), four in Maho 28 Mar (N. Brundage),
nine at Wooster 29 Mar (8. Snyder), and 20 on 30 Mar at Outwaite Res, Craw (R. Counts). The species
was reported during the North Coast Open latish on 15 May (fide G. Links), and a straggler was detected

by E. Tramer at Metzger on 26 May.

Red-necked Grebe: Two were on Lake Logan, Hock, 7 Apr (D. St John) and on 10 Apr (B. Perrine), ar

three were found in Lake on May 1 (J. Pogacnik).

Eared Grebe: All reports: 27 Mar along the entry to Ottawa NWR (Tol RBA), 28 Mar at Magee (Tol
RBA), 29 Mar at Delaware Res (B. Conlon), 3 Apr at Reno Beach, Lucas, by J. Pogacnik, and 24 Aprat

Metzger (J. Lesser).

Western Grebe: An obliging individual at East Fork SP stayed from 20 Jan through 21 Apr (H. Arm-

strong, see notes in this issue). Record accepted by the OBRC. A western grebe in Massachusetts this

spring outlasted ours, and one was in Alton, IL from 8 May through 4 June.

Double-crested Cormorant: By 23 Mar, four birds had returned to Meander Res, Maho, soon growing to

over a hundred individuals; nesting is suspected but not confirmed (D&J Hochadel). Other nests out-

side well-known areas included some noted 5 May on Tuming Pt Isl off Sandusky (R. Harlan, S. Wag-

ner). Inland high was 142 at Acton Lk, Preb, on 9 Apr (C. Tucker), and 130 were at Lk Rockwell (C.
Holt). 2500 were offshore from the mouth of the Cuyahoga throughout mid-Apr (P. Lozano).

American Bittern: Earliest reports: 10 Apr at Mallard Club WA (E. Pierce) and |1 Apr at Buck's Pond,

Warr, (M.Ray). Apr 24 brought a bird to Spring Valley WA (D. Graham); the same day two were seen
flying over Highbanks MP, Dela, (J. Hammond, P. Cozens) for a second record there. 28 Apr one was

at N Chagrin Res'n, Cuy, seen by K. Metcalf. The first seen on S. Bass Isl in six years was noted by 8.
Waulcowicz on 3 May. One was in Whitchouse, Lucas, on 8 May (E. Tramer), another on 15 May at
Metzger (J. Howard), and on the 16" J. Grabmeier had one at Lake La Su An WA, Next season’s

reports will show which birds were merely migrants.

Least Bittern: 10 Apr was a very early arrival (E. Pierce) at Mallard Club WA; this bird was heard

throughout Apr and May (m obs). High number was three at Big Island WA 17 May (R. Sempier), and
most other reports arose in mid- to late May: one on the 15™ at Metzger (J. Howard) and on the 20 (E.

Tramer), on the same day at Fawn Ridge, Greene, by D. Dister, on the 22* in Pau/ (M&D Dunakin),
on the same day at Headlands Beach SP (N. Barber), the 23" at MWW (D. Brinkman), the 28* at

Magee (E. Tramer), and on the 30" at Killbuck (V. Fazio), and two unexpectedly in Athens by B. Pla-

cier.
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Great Egret: Not too surprising considering the weather, early arrivals showed up at 17 Mar at Magee (V.
Fazio), and 24 Mar at Killdeer (L&N Powlick) and in Strongsville (B. Gaal).

Snowy Egret: Encouraging weather brought birds early: two on 3 Apr at Salt Fork SP, Guern (P&T Sica),
then 9 Apr to Magee (V. Fazio), and 11 Apr to Grand Lk St Marys (D. Dister). Further afield, one was
over in the Grand River WA on 29 May (J&D Brumfield), and another down near Dundee, Tusc, on 15
May (E. Schlabach).

Little Blue Heron: Quite a spring for reports of these. All: 6 Apr in Dayton's Englewood MP (C.
Mathena), 4 May at Spring Valley WA (J. Rakestraw), 9 May Mallard Club WA (R. Harlan, S. Wag-
ner), 15 May two in Lorain (A. Ryan), 19 May two at Killdeer (B&R Rinehart), 22 May at Gilmore
Ponds, Butl, (S. Pawlowski), 26 May two at Fairborn, Greene, and 28 May at the Grand River WA,
Trum, by J. Pogacnik.

Cattle Egret: Early was a flyby at Magee on 2 Apr (V. Fazio). 13 were counted along Rie 2 along the
Lake on 5 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). One was found in a hayfield in Holmes on 26 May (E&M
Yoder).

Green Heron: Earliest report was 11 Aprat Buck’s Pond, Warr. by M. Ray. J. Pogacnik counted eight
along an eight-mile stretch of the Grand River on 4 May.

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Several observers remarked this species seemed down in numbers; certainly
reported numbers were down this season. The traditional roost in Cleveland’s Flats area produced gather-
ings of a dozen or two throughout the month of April, but only two remained on 20 May (P. Lozana).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The species apparently abandoned some traditional nest sites, but was seen
in some new locales. All reports: 8 Apr Englewood MP in Dayton (J. Krupka), 19 Apr Cobey Pk in
Galion (J. Little), 14 Apr just a flyby at Greenlawn Dam in Columbus (T. Themson), 20 Apr in Toledo
(L. Bode), 21 April Athens by J. Miller, and on 15 May four in Lorain (A. Ryan).

Glossy Ibis: V. Fazio found an adult at Pickerel Creek WA on 30 May.

Black Vulture: Strongholds for the species seem intact, though the Adams roost has apparently not recov-
ered from an intentional poisoning by our species some years ago. Other sightings: 11 Mar at Hueston
Wds SP (D. Russell), 10 on 16 Mar near Paint Creek SP (M. Skinner), 19 Apr one with Granville’s fa-
mous TVs in Lick (H. Nagy), 25 Apr at Charles Mill Lk, Rich/Ashl (C. Rieker), three on | May in Cler
(D. Morse), 2 May near Wyandot (J. Hill), 2 May in Dela (J. McCormac), and 2 May in Holmes (J&E
Snively).

Turkey Vulture: Many overwintered. A migrant was at Lakeshore MP on 5 Mar (J. Pogacnik). 75 at
Hueston Wds SP on 11 Mar (D. Russell) were probably augmented by migrants, as well. 191 were on
the North Hill roost in Athens on 14 Mar (B. Whan); the winter roost there was of 60-70 birds. 120 were
south of Marion on Mar 17 (T. Bartlett). E. Schlabach noted 150 late migrants at Conneaut on |7 May.

Greater White-fronted Goose: An interesting concentration was at Salt Fork SP, Guer: sixteen birds on 6
Mar (P&T Sica) then increased to 23 and stayed until the 19 (J. Larson). One was reported at Lake-
shore MP on 21 Mar (J. Pogacnik).

Snow Goose: Numbers seemed skimpy in view of the species’ recent population explosion. All reports: on
6 Mar cight birds, all but one blue morph, were at Funk Bottoms WA (S. Snyder); on 16 Mar ten were at
Acton Lk, Preb (C. Tucker); on 17 Mar eight birds, all white, were at Funk Bottoms WA (8. Snyder),
four were at Lakeshore MP on 19 Mar (J. Pogacnik); two at Tare Ck Marsh, Geauga (R. Sharpnak); on
26 Mar seven were at Killdeer (T. Chapman); five were at Beach City WA, Tusc, on 31 Mar (P. Rosen-
berry), 21 Apr Ottawa NWR (M. Vietoria), and Killdeer from 20 Apr (V. Fazio) to the 25" (B, Cullen).

Mute Swan: A pair nested brazenly in the open a stone’s throw from the road next to Medusa Marsh,
where three young were seen June 2 (V. Fazio).

Trumpeter Swan: S. Snyder had a pair at Killbuck on | Mar without neck bands. ODW released 29 more
birds this spring, and earlier surveys found 41 in the state, including seven breeding pairs. Two cygnets
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resulted from natural reproduction among this population.

Tundra Swan: No huge numbers, nothing especially early or late. Max 50 on 4 Mar, growing to 175 by
the 14", at Mosquito Lk WA (D&J Hochadel), and 150 were at LaDue Res. Geauga, 16 Mar (R. Reda).
Latest reported on 3 Apr at Cedar Pt NWR (J. Pogacnik).

Wood Duck: Mostly migrants were concentrations of 80 on 11 Mar at Huston Wds SP (S. Walker, D.
Russell), 94 at Killbuck on 25 Mar (V. Fazio), and 120 at Funk Bottoms WA on 14 Mar (J&D Brum-
field). .

Gadwall: Neither early nor numerous, nor did they linger long. On 6 Mar, 30 were at East Fork SP (H.
Armstrong). On 25 Mar, 111 were 1allied at Killbuck (V. Fazio), and H&S Hiris had 331 on 18 Apr for.
the Magee bird count.

Eurasian Wigeon: S. Snyder reported a possible EurXAm hybrid at Killbuck on 23 Mar.

American Wigeon: V. Fazio reported 160 at Killdeer on 14 Mar. then 550 at Killbuck by 25 Mar. High
count was 527 on 18 Mar at Magee (H&S Hiris); late were rwo at Big Island WA on 27 May (V. Fazio)
and one 31 May at Pickerel Ck WA (D. Sanders).

American Black Duck: On 1] Mar, 25 were at East Fork SP (N. Cade), and on the 14" 200 were at Kill-
deer (V. Fazio). On the 13" a total of 85 were at Killbuck and Funk Bottoms WAs (L. Yoder).

Mallard: Good concentrations were 4000 at Funk Bottoms WA on 6 Mar (8. Snyder), 3500 at the same
location on 14 Mar (J&D Brumfield), and 2100 at Killdeer on 14 Mar (V. Fazio).

Blue-winged Teal: Pretty early were two at Gilmore Ponds 24 Feb (E. Baumgardner). High count was
559 at Magee Marsh WA (S&H Hiris). In late May, pairs were on several locations in Trum, (J&D Ho-
chadel) where they may nest.

Northern Shoveler: Widespread, best reported number 350 at Funk Bottoms WA on 14 Mar (J&D Brum-
field), while further inland were 120 the same day (V. Fazio), with 47 at Deer Creek WA (J. McMahon),
H&S Hiris had 232 at Magee on |8 Mar. A bird lingered through the end of the period at Big Island
WA (V. Fazio et al.).

Green-winged Teal: 170 were at Funk Bottoms WA on 18 Mar (C. Hoelt). To the south, good numbers
were 30+ on 4 Aprat MWW (N. Cade), and 100 on 17 Mar at Spring Valley WA (E. Baumgardner),

Canvasback: Good numbers appeared in the western basin. with one raft of about 3000 on 8 Mar in inner
Sandusky Bay (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), where big aggregations of several spp remained for several
weeks. Ten were to the south at Winton Wds, Ham, on 3 Mar (J. Stenger).

Redhead: Also well-represented in the Sandusky Bay rafts, with about 1500 on 8 Mar (R. Harlan, S.
Wagner) and 2100 on 13 Mar (E. Pierce). Inland, 250-300 were at Killbuck on 14 Mar (J&M Kraus)
and 300 the same day at Big Island WA (V. Fazio): 300 were at Outwaite Res on 15 Mar (R. Counts).

Ring-necked Duck: Max was 2200 at Killbuck on 25 Mar (V. Fazio). 1000 birds were at East Fork SP on
11 Mar (H. Armstrong) and 1100 at Mogadore Res 3 Apr (C. Holt). A late bird was at Killdeer on 15
May (D. Horn), another even later in Hane on the 25" of 335 in Paulding Res on 24 Mar, two re-
mained at the end of the period (M&D Dunakin).

Greater Scaup: Moving early and briskly, with appearances at many inland locations. About 3500 were in.
Sandusky Bay 8 Mar (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). Small numbers inland: 6 Mar East Fork SP (H. Arm-
strong), 11 Mar at Killdeer (J. Perchalski), 11 Mar Hueston Wds (D. Russell), 13 Mar at Killbuck (L.
Yoder). same day at State Line Pond, Ham (P. Wharton), 17 and 27 Mar at Wooster (S. Snyder), a
startling 79 at Paulding Res on the 19" (M&D Dunakin), 31 Mar at MWW (J. Dansard), | Apr at
Youngstown (N. Brundage), 4 Aprat MWW (N, Cade). Very late was a female in Marion 24 May (J.
Hammond, D. Sanders).

Lesser Scaup: E. Pierce reports—exactly—I10.197 on Sandusky Bay on 13 Mar. Inland, 500 at Buck Ck
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SP on 27 Mar were remarkable (D. Overacker). Considering the overall rush to the exits among the
waterfowl, late birds were significant, with 15 at Sandusky on 16 May (V. Fazio) with another at
Bayview, Erie, the same day.

Harlequin Duck: From mid-Mar to at least 20 June a male accepted handouts along the riverside in
Zanesville, a protracted stay that argued against its wild origin. A male and a female, not always on the
best of terms, persisted into the period at Fairport Harbor, with last report 5 Mar (L. Rosche, R. Hannik-
man, B. Morrison, et al.).

Surf Scoter: Zebra mussels may be attracting more scoters. White-wingeds used to be the default scoter
here, but most would agree that surfs have taken over, as witness: 1 Mar Upper Sandusky (R. Counts),
four at Lorain on 13 Mar (B. Finkelstein), six at Avon Lk 14 Mar (S. Zadar), ten at Lorain 20 Mar (B.
Whan), East Fork SP on 26 Mar (H. Armstrong), six on Mar 26-7 at Wellington Res, Lorain (B.
Toneff), Mar 26 first Hardin record (N. Moore, G. Kelley), 27 Mar in Pauld (D&M Dunakin), a whop-
ping 62 at Huron (J. McCoy) on 28 Mar, Lk Snowden in Athens on Apr 9 (B. Perrine), two at Hueston
Wds SP on the 10" (O, Debre), three at Wellington Res the same day (T&B Sponseller). The latest was
22 Apr at Lake Park, Cosh (L. Deininger).

White-winged Scoter: All records: 5 Mar Meldahl Dam (F. Renfrow), 5 Mar Fairport Harbor (B. Morri-
son), | | Mar two at Bayshore, Lucas (E. Tramer), 12 Mar three at Fairport Harbor (K. Metealf), 13
Mar at Lorain (B. Finkelstein), |4 Mar Outwaite Res, Craw/ (R. Counts), 20 Mar Lorain (B. Conlon),
28 Mar four at Huron (J. McCoy), 10 Apr Wellington Res (B&T Sponseller), 10 Apr Lk Nimisila, Sum-
mit (T&B Sponseller), 24 Apr at Killdeer (V. Fazio), and a late bird at Cedar Pt on 16 May (C. Rieker).

Black Scoter: Mar 20, three at Lorain (B. Whan), 28 Mar three at Huron (J. McCoy) continuing through
13 Apr (B. Morrison), and one 3 Mar at Maumee Bay SP (J. Pogacnik).

Oldsquaw: Not a good year for sightings of this species. 7 Mar Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik), 20 Mar at
Cleveland (N. Barber), | Mar two at Lk Rockwell, Portage (B. Toneff) and six at Wingfoot Lk by same
observer, 3 Apr nine on Clendening Lk, Harr (W. Sarno), 18 Apr Bresler Res Allen (D. Dister).

Buffliehead: 250 were off S. Bass Isl on 8 Mar (S. Wulcowicz). Inland, 27 Mar had 50 at Buck Ck SP (D.
Overacker), 80 at Mosquito Lk WA (D&J Hochadel), and 17 at the Greenlawn Ave Dam in Columbus
(A. Goloda).

Common Goldeneye: Commonest in the coldest open waters, and departed in a big hurry. 200 were off
Pipe Ck WA on 13 Mar, and 400+ off S. Bass Isl on the 18", Latest were three at Lakeshore MP 25 Apr
(J. Pogacnik).

Hooded Merganser: Some wintered, but first evidence of migrants was 11 Mar, with 45 at Hueston Wds
SP (D. Russell), then 75 on the 13" at Buck Cr SP (D. Overacker). Evidence of nesting was wide-
spread: female with young at Pickerel Ck WA 30 May (D. Sanders), 16 May at Mosquito Lk WA female
and four chicks (D&J Hochadel), 16 May female with three young (0. Debre), and 20 May four young
(P. Wharton) for first confirmed Ham breeding record, and three hens with broods at Killdeer on 26 Jun
(C. Bombaci).

Common Merganser: 542 were counted at Ottawa NWR on 7 Mar (E. Pierce). Very late was one on 15
May during a trip through Ottawa and Lucas (D. Overacker).

Red-breasted Merganser: Mostly normal numbers, but unusually persistent, witness: 21 May at Cowan
Lk (L. Gara), 28 May Walnut Beach (V. Fazio), 28 May Wooster (S. Snyder), 31 May Lakeshore MP
(J. Pogacnik), and the 1-7 that lingered at Paulding Res from the beginning to the end of the period
(D&M Dunakin).

Ruddy Duck: Good numbers on the Lake were 650 at East Harbor SP on 3 Apr (K. Mock), and 200 down-
state at Buck Ck SP on |1 Apr (D. Overacker). Late was an ill-looking female at Bayview on 16 May
(B. Conlon); onc was at Lakeshore MP on the 23" (J. Pogacnik).

Osprey: Fairly skimpy numbers this year, other than hacked youngsters. First reported 27 Mar at Buck Ck
SP (D. Overacker), but the next day produced birds at Cowan Lk (L. Gara), Spring Valley WA (N.
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Keller), a pair at Salt Fork SP (J. Larson), one in Belmont (fide M. Skinner), and one at Caesar Ck SP

(N. Keller). E. Schlabach had 14 at Conneaut on 21 Apr and seven there on 17 May. ODW reports five.
active nests, two in Portage, and one apicce in Jeff, Butler, and Guern. A late pair courted in Deer Creek
WA, one of them one of ODW’s birds. A 25 May flyover in Hancock was intriguing, as was a bird over
Maumee Bay SP on the 26® (E. Tramer).

Bald Eagle: Interesting was a bird on 11 Mar at East Fork SP (H. Armstrong), and one near Dundee,
Tusc, on 15 May (E. Schlabach). The latter observer counted seven immature migrants over Conneaut
on 17 May. The process of Federal delisting of the species has begun. ODW says 142 birds wintered in
Ohio, and this spring there were 57 nests, fledging 72 eaglets.

Northern Harrier: Migrant numbers at Conneaut reached 16 on 21 Mar and 14 on 17 May (E. Schia-
bach). On 16 May pairs were on two sites at Mosquito Lk WA, where it apparently nests annually (J&D
Hochadel). On 9 May three were found along Echange Rd in Huron, including adults of both sexes,
remaining to end of the period (R. Harlan, S Wagner). On 27 Mar an adult male was seen carrying
nesting material, in at least a display (B. Whan) at Killdeer. In late May a probable nesting pair was
reported for TriValley WA in Musk (J. McCormac), ditto for Woodbury WA (B. Royse). On 29 Aprten
were reported at The Wilds, Musk (J. Larson).

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One on 8 Mar in the CVNRA could have been a wintering bird (T&M Romito).
Headlands Beach SP had migrants: seven on 3 Apr and six on 24 Apr (N. Barber), and 190 were counted
at Conneaut on 21 Apr (B. Glick, E. Schlabach), where 17 apparent migrants were still in transit on 17
May (E. Schlabach). Two on 30 May were interesting at Funk Bottoms WA (S. Snyder).

Cooper’s Hawk: 24 were over Conneaut on 17 Mar (L. Yoder).

Northern Goshawk: An excellent year for goshawks, which actually included a relocatable bird the previ-
ous season at Maumee Bay SP. Reports included one 13 Mar near Pt Clinton (T. Bartlett), one |18 Mar
and two 2 Apr at Magee (V. Fazio), one 31 Mar at Ottawa NWR (E. Tramer), and one 6 Apr at Lake-
shore MP (J. Pogacnik). R. Harlan and S. Wagner found them almost routine, with sightings on 27
Apr at Nathan Hale Pk, Cuy, an immature, then two adults at the same spot on the 30%, | May at Firestone
MP (m obs), and 4 May at Wadsworth Medina. According to Peterjohn (1989) their birds were all abnor=
mally late; Rob, however, says he believes this period to be the peak of the spring goshawk movement,
and this year at least the data support him. D. Sanders had an adult—in Columbus, no less—for the
latest reported, on 11 May!

Red-shouldered Hawk: V. Fazio had 100+ at Magee on 17 Mar, and L. Yoder counted 149 at Conneaut
the same day. The Oak Openings pair fledged one young on 4 Jun.

Broad-winged Hawk: First report 3 Apr at Brecksville (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). High count was 1377 at
Conneaut on 21 Apr (B. Glick, E. Schlabach). Migrants continued late: 408 were over Conneaut on
May 17 (E. Schiabach); R. Schlabach noted an excellent inland flight of 68 birds in Tusc on 22 Apr.

Red-tailed Hawk: Two reports of scarce dark morphs: one 3 Apr at Magee (R. Harlan, S. Wagner) and
another, intriguingly late for a presumed migrant, was at Funk Bottoms WA on 30 May (S. Snyder). M.
Skinner had an individual in Highland entirely white save for 2-3 retrices.

Rough-legged Hawk: Not numerous at the Lakeside or standard inland sites, perhaps because so many
wintered at The Wilds, where there were 33 on 19 Mar (J. Larson). Late birds were at Lakeshore MP on
5 May (J. Pogacnik) and on the 17® at Conneaut (E. Schlabach).

Golden Eagle: Migrants appeared in expected numbers at Lakeside spots: 19 Mar at Magee (V. Fazio), 7
Apr at Ottawa (M. Stasko), and 22 Apr at Conneaut (B. Glick, E. Schlabach). Late was one 7 May at
Magee (J. Pogacnik), and an immature in Holmes was an exciting find on 25 Apr (J. Miller).

American Kestrel: 35 were over Conneaut on 3 Apr (L.Yoder), 63 in the same locality on the 21* (B.
Glick, E. Schlabach). N. Barber had five over Headlands Beach SP on the 24th, and B. Toneff nine on
the 29" at The Wilds.

Merlin: Good numbers this spring: 6 Mar at The Wilds (J. Larson), 13 Mer in Bath, Port (E. Pierce), two
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on 28 Mar on S. Bass Isl (S. Wulcowicz), 29 Mar at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik), 30 Mar at Harrison,
Ham (L.Peyton) and at Magee (H&S Hiris), 31 Mar at Ottawa (E. Tramer), 15 Apr at Harrison, Ham
(L. Peyton), 21 Apr at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik) and at Conneaut (E. Schlabach), 24 Apr at Head-
lands (N. Barber) and at Whitehouse, Lucas (M. Anderson), and | May at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogac-
nik). R. Schlabach saw the max of three on 22 April, and in Tuscarawas. Quite late was a bird at Con-
neaut on 17 May (E. Schlabach).

Peregrine Falcon: Numbers were good for spring, and pretty much on schedule. First report 17 Mar at
Magee (V. Fazio), the latest 5 May at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik). In the ODW introduction program,
thirteen urban sites featured pairs at the end of the period.

Wild Turkey: Despite record kills during the hunting season, turkeys increase in the SW, with a flock at
Cowan Lk SP, Warren, on 14 Mar (D. Dister) and one at East Fork SP on the 1 1® (N. Cade). Birds
showed up in many urban settings in the NE: 7 Apr in a yard in Shaker His (V. Fazio), in Parma His (S.
Zadar), in a yard in Kirtland (N. Barber), on 23 Apr atop a teacher’s car in a schoolyard in Mayfield His
(N. Barber), and the next day at the Shaker Lakes (J. Heflich).

Northern Bobwhite: Outside the south, two were near Fredericksburg, Holmes, on 23 May (L. Yoder).

King Rail: One at Mallard Club Marsh WA (C. Rieker) on 8 May persisted to the end of the period (m
obs), and two were a good find in the Cuyahoga Valley NRA on 8 May (T&M Romito).

Virginia Rail: The earliest were at Spring Valley WA on 28 Mar (N. Keller); 17 were noted at Springville
Marsh on 18 Apr (T. Bartlett) and in mid-May at Killbuck (V. Fazio).

Sora: Arrived in the south by 9 Apr at Spring Valley WA (K. Beal); 15 were at Killbuck in mid-May (V.
Fazio), three were in the Grand River WA, Trumbull, on 20 May (D. Hochadel) and on 16 May six at
Mosquito Lk WA (J&D Hochadel). D&A Chasar observed a pair during an intimate moment 8 May at
Stumpy Basin (Cuyahoga).

Purple Gallinule: One was fairly reliable at MWW from 22 to 30 May (N. Keller, K. McDonald, m obs).

Common Moorhen: K. Metcalf had one at N. Chagrin Res™n, Cuy, on Apr 24-25, and Mike Busam an-
other at Gilmore Ponds on the 25". Two were at Mallard Club Marsh WA on 9 May (R. Harlan, S.
Wagner), then six on 17 May. Three were at Big Island WA on 14 May (B. Whan) and seven at Kill-
buck on 28 May (S, Snyder).

American Coot: 4000 was a good number at Metzger 2 Apr, considering how little water was visible (J.
Larson), and 600 were at Magee the same day (V. Fazio). 596 were at Ottawa on 4 Apr (E. Pierce), and
1500 at Metzger the day before (C. Holt).

Sandhill Crane: Numbers were small, but birds were present throughout the period. High count 16, at
Hueston Wds SP on 3 Mar (D. Russell). Notable late occurrences in the western basin of the Lake, not to
mention a bird at Ottawa on 19 Aug of last year (J. Hammond, B. Whan), are suggestive: three at Port
Clinton on the 8* (K. Mock), one on the 15 at Magee (J. Brumfield), two on the 21" in Erie (K.
Mock), and two on the 31" at Pickerel Ck WA (D. Sanders) sightings continued into the next period. At
least as interesting was a bird at Big Island WA on 31 May (C. Bombaci).

Black-bellied Plover: Reports were very skimpy this spring, probably reflecting—unsurprisingly—a lack
of habitat. The state hot-spot turned out to be fields being plowed between Ottawa NWR and Maumee
Bay, where 150 were seen along Decant Rd on 16 May (S. Albaugh), and fewer in subsequent days.
Earliest was one at Conneaut on 25 April (C. Holt).

American Golden-Plover: An excellent showing, probably the best among shorebirds in a dry spring.
First report was 22 Mar in Ham (P. Wharton), and on 30 Mar eight were at Big Island WA (V. Fazio).
Later, three-figure counts included 106 on 24 Apr at Big Island (V. Fazie), 375 at Killdeer the same day
(D. St John), 210 at Ottawa on the 25* (P. Lozano, D. Friedman), 500-300 at Big Island on the 27* (V.
Fazio, J. Rakestraw), 280+ in Huron on 2 May (V. Fazio) and 300 the same day on Pk Colony Rd
(D&J Hoffman), 815 on | May at Magee (V. Fazio), and 400 along Yondota and Corduroy Rds, Lucas
(D. Overacker). Stragglers were found till mid-May in fields near Maumee Bay (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).
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Semipalmated Plover: Numbers were down, but unusual concentrations occurred at inland areas. Earliest
was 29 Apr at Gilmore Ponds, Burler (T. Uhlman). Beginning on 6 May, the Park Colony Rd area was
as good as any lakeside spot for the species. On 30 May, seven were at Pickerel Ck WA (D. Sanders).
Interesting were 60 at Grand Lake St Marys on 23 May (D. Dister) and 12 at Cowan Lk SP, Clin (L.
Gara).

Piping Plover: Even one’s a good find, this year 27 May at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik). The Great Lakes
population is estimated at 25 pairs. It may be too late for lower Lake levels to help.

Killdeer: Some overwintered, and others arrived before the period. One was seen incubating eggs on 3 Apr
in Pickaway (J. Hammond). Large counts were 45 at MWW on 7 Mar (N, Cade). 122 at Lakeshore MF
on 21 Mar (J. Pogacnik) and 197 in Lucas/Onawa on 17 Mar (D. Overacker).

Greater Yellowlegs: First reported 21 Mar at Gilmore Ponds (M. Busam), where as many as 24 were seen
later on 22 Apr (G&D Sadler). Over a hundred were at Funk Bottoms WA on 28 Apr (S. Snyder). and
1ail-enders were at Spring Valley WA (J. Lehman), at Conneaut (C. Holt), and Big Island WA (B.
Whan), all on 16 May.

Lesser Yellowlegs: Not at all numerous this spring. On 22 Mar M. Victoria found two at Old Woman Ck

SNP and four at Ottawa NWR; a few days earlier, none (and no shorebird but killdeer for that marter) had

been counted at Magee by censusers H&S Hiris. On the 24", however, L. Yoder did find 70 at Funk
Bottoms WA.

Solitary Sandpiper: Many early arrivals, including 27 Mar at Big Island WA (V. Fazio), 3 Apr at Reno
Beach, Lucas (J. Pogacnik), and 4 Apr at Ortawa NWR (T. Bartlett) and MWW (N. Cade). The Brum-
fields came across an astonishing 200 at Funk Bottoms WA on | May.

Solitary Sandpiper, Pickerington Ponds, Franklin Co., 1995. Photo by Len Powlick.
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Willet: A wretched spring for this species along the Lake. but bright spots were Lake Logan, Hock, where
D. St John photographed 1 1 birds on 10 May: four days earlier. he'd found three at Dillon Res, Musk.

Spotted Sandpiper: Early was a bird photographed at the aforementioned hot spot Lk Logan on | Apr by
D. St John. High count was 21 birds at Cowan Lk SP on 9 May (L. Gara),

Upland Sandpiper: Perennially scarce, they returned to most of their scattered breeding areas. as at Big
Island, where first noted on 20 Apr (V. Fazio): a1 Lahm Airport in Mansfield. where 10 were found by K.
Metcalf on 30 May: the Springfield airport on 3 May (D. Overacker), and Krause Rd (Lucas) with five
birds the first week of May (m obs). A beautification program at Bolton Field in Columbus apparently
discouraged traditional birds there. T. LePage had a migrant at Edgewater Pk in Cleveland on 23 Apr
for an odd sighting. Accurate breeding reports are needed.

Whimbrel: Dillon Res hosted one on 23 May (D. St John), and on 26 May 16 appeared at Lakeshore MP,
then probably joined others to make a party of 26 at Chagrin River Pk (Lake) later that day (J. Pogac-
nik),

Hudsonian Godwit: A nice find was one in breeding plumage at Pipe Creek WA on 17 May (L. Dein-
inger).

Marbled Godwit: Pipe Creek was this spring’s hidey-hole for godwits. as a marbled was discovered there
only two days before the Hudsonian (15 May) (B. Phillips, V. Fazio).

Ruddy Turnstone: Midge-snarfing birds were at Crane CK SP beach from at least 10 May (J. Krupka)
with up to 67 birds, to 17 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). with 40. Twenty were in fields off Decant Rd
(Lucas) on 16 May (8. Albaugh). Ten were at Dillon Res on 23 May (D. St John).

Red Knot: One report, 23 May at Conneaut (C. Holt),

Upland Sandpiper, Bolton Field. Franklin Co., April 1995. Photo by Len Powlick.
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Sanderling: Numbers were down. B. Royse had one at Magee on 11 May. V. Fazio had eleven at Con-
neaut on 28 May,

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Hard to find as mudflats, and in a narrow window. One with turnstones at
Crane Ck SP on 16 May (D. Horn), 25 at Big Island (R. Sempier). 10 at Marblehead on 19 May (R.
Harlan, S. Wagner), 16 at Turtle Ck unit at Magee (J&D Brumfield) and 16 at Conneaut (J. Pogac-
nik), both on 22 May, six at Cowan Lk SP and six at Pickerel Ck WA (D. Sanders), both on 30 May.

Western Sandpiper: C. Holt had one at Conneaut on 23 May.

Least Sandpiper: More catholic in its tastes than some, still had trouble finding a place to eat in Ohio.
Two small peep. almost certainly this species, were found at a great distance by D. Overacker at Buck
Ck SP on the early date of 4 Apr. Eight were at Gilmore Ponds on 2 May (J. Lehman), two were at
Sheldon Marsh SNP (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). and 90 at Big Island (V, Fazio) on 13 May. 12 were in-
teresting at Cowan Lk SP on 25 May (L. Gara).

White-rumped Sandpiper: With little habitat Lakeside, most turned up downstate. Present in numbers up
to four at Big Island from 22 May (B. Royse) to 28 May (V. Fazio), and from the 28" to the 30" at
Grand Lake St Marys (L. Gara). High count was 12 at Conneaut (V. Fazio) on May 28, where mudflat
existed.

Pectoral Sandpiper: Oblivious to the absence of mudflats, Pecs made a good showing, moving through
briskly. First report was from Salt Fork SP, five birds on 21 Mar (J. Larson), followed by 23 Mar at
Arcola Ck MP (J. Pogacnik). By 2 Apr, 405 were at Magee (V. Fazio). On the 8", 150 were on the
Pickaway Plains (D. Linzell) and on the 13" 180 were in Wyandor (R. Counts) and 825+ in the Big
Island area (V. Fazio). M. Victoria counted 500-600 near Pk Colony Rd on 31 Apr, where J&D
Hoffman found 300 on 2 May. Latish birds were at Sheldon Marsh on 16 May (B. TonefT) and Big
Island on 17 May (B. Whan).

Dunlin: Very early were eight in basic plumage at Buck Ck SP on 27 Mar (D. Overacker). More usual
were nine birds there on 18 Apr (same obs) and 11 the same day at Funk Bottoms WA (S. Snyder).
Some habitat was available at Pickerel Ck WA, where V. Fazio found 800+ on 10 May, 315 on 18 May,
and 390 on 23 May. One was in Columbus on 30 May (A. Goloda).

Ruff: On 27 Mar a male made repeated flights around 19 observers on the causeway at Magee (J. Pogac-
nik).

Short-billed Dowitcher: A poor showing. Earlyish was a bird 24 Apr at Pk Colony Rd (J. Pogacnik),
Five were at Mallard Club Marsh WA on 15 May (D. Overacker) and nine at Pickerel Ck WA on May
18 (V. Fazio).

Long-billed Dowitcher: Two were at Ottawa NWR on 27 Mar (M. Bolton).
Common Snipe: Nine at MWW on 7 Mar could have been overwinterers or migrants or both; a bird on the
8" ar Magee was the first to the Lake by a long shot (V. Fazio). By 21 Mar, 30 were at Funk Bottoms
WA (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), and 40 were counted at Mosquito Lk WA on 4 Apr (D&J Hochadel), as

well as 67 at Ottawa on the same day (E. Pierce).

American Woodcock: An early bird was calling on 27 Feb in Mahoning (J&D Hochadel).

Wilson’s Phalarope: A bird at Sheldon Marsh SNP remained from 7 May (J. Pogacnik) to 15 May (R.
Harlan, S. Wagner), One was at Big Island WA on the 9" (K. Longberry, C, Lee), and another stayed
at Mallard Club Marsh WA May 12-17 (m obs).

Red-necked Phalarope: One was reported from Eastlake on 19 May (J. Pogacnik).

Laughing Gull: One was a1 Lakeshore MP on 10 Apr (J. Pogacnik), and another a1 Pipe Ck WA on 15
May (B. Phillips). A nice inland record came from Columbus on 16 May (A. Goloda).
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Franklin’s Gull: While nothing like last fall, four reporis were good: 31 Mar at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogac-
nik), 13 Apr along Zenser Rd, Lucas (Tol RBA), 3 May in Clark (D. Overacker), and 15 May at Mau-
mee Bay SP (G. Links, C. Wolcott, J. Holzworth, m obs).

Little Gull: Localized perhaps, but excellent numbers. At Lakeshore MP, J. Pogacnik had singles on 20
Mar, 31 Mar, 5 Apr, and 10 Apr. At Fairport Harbor extraordinary numbers appeared: four were there on
26 Feb (J. Pogacnik), then 26 on 27 Feb (J&D Brumfield, E. Bacik, R. Hannikman). 22 remained on
2 Mar (J. Pogacnik), 13 on 3 Mar (N. Barber, L. Rosche) and 18 on 5 Mar (S. Zadar, N. Kotesovec);
your compiler can vouch for their absence on the 4,

Bonaparte’s Gull: A fairly copious migration, after a few through the winter. On 28 Feb, J. Pogacnik had
483 at Lakeshore MP; on the same day, two were seen at Hueston Wds SP (N. Keller). On | Mar, G.
Carey had one at East Fork SP, and on the 4*, approximately 500 were at Fairport Harbor (B. Conlon,
B. Whan). C. Holt had 1500 at Lorain on 18 Apr during the peak of migration. As many as 60 were at
Buckeye Lk, Licking (G. Buckey), and later birds visited Paulding Res (M&D Dunakin) on May 14 and
on the 18" in Hancock (B. Hardesty).

Ring-billed Gull: 5500 were in Sandusky Bay the first week of Mar (V. Fazio). Also notable was a count
of 400 on || Mar at East Fork SP (H. Armstrong).

Herring Gull: 600 were with other gulls in Sandusky Bay during the first week of Mar (V. Fazio).

Thayer's Gull: Noted at Lakeshore MP were two on 7 Mar, one on 20 Mar, and two on 10 Apr (J. Pogac-
nik).

Iceland Gull: Surprisingly numerous after a warm winter, and late as well, At Lakeshore MP, J. Pogac-
nik’s census reported singles on 7 Mar, 9 Mar, 19 Mar, and 4 Apr, then 48 on 10 Apr, six on 11 Apr, and
one on |7 Apr. Other reports were on 4 Mar at Fairport Harbor (B. Conlon, B. Whan), 19 Mar at Lorain
(8. Zadar), 27 Mar at Headlands Beach SP (N. Barber), 14 Apr at Conneaut (J. Hammond, D, Sand-
ers), four 15 Apr at Conneaut (J. Pogacnik), and on |1 Mar nine at Conneaut and four at Ashtabula (J.
Pogacnik). Latest was 24 Apr at Headlands Beach SP (N. Barber).

Lesser Black-backed Gull: J. Pogacnik’s Lakeshore MP censuses had singles on 7 Mar, 8 Mar, 9 Mar, 13
Mar, 19 Mar, 4 Apr, two on 10 Apr, 4 on 11 Apr, and one on 17 Mar. Elsewhere, one was at Fairport
Harbor on 6 Mar (8. Zadar), one at Eastlake 12 Mar (K. Metcalf), one at Kelley’s Isi 21 Mar (T.
Bartlett), one at Pickerel Ck WA on 3 Apr (V. Fazio), nine at Conneaut and three at Ashtabula 11 Mar
(J. Pogacnik), five at Conneaut on 15 April (J. Pogacnik), and an extraordinarily late one at Conneaut
on 22 May (J. Pogacnik).

Glaucous Gull: Unaccustomedly less numerous than Icelands. J. Pogacnik's Lakeshore MP census had
three on 7 Mar, two on 8 Mar, one on 9 Mar, one on 13 Mar, one on 19 Mar, and two on 10 Apr. Also4
Mar at Fairport Harbor (B. Conlon), 12 Mar Fairport Harbor (K. Metcalf), 13 Mar Pipe Ck WA (E.
Pierce), 20 Mar Lorain (B. Whan), two at Conneaut 10 Apr (J. Pogacnik, V. Fazio) and one Conneaut
14 Apr (J. Hammond, D. Sanders).

Great Black-backed Gull: On the increase in the warmer months, but nothing yet like the 100+ often
found at Lorain last summer. C. Holt had six at Conneaut May 29. One was inland at Lk Rockwell on |
April (B. Toneff),

Caspian Tern: Early on 25 Mar at Pickerel Ck WA (A. Blank, B. Sams). 300 were over Turtle Ck on 16
Apr (G. Anderson), six at The Wilds on the 17" (J. Larson), and 200 passed by Lakeshore MP on the
22™ (J. Pogacnik). Good numbers were observed off the Cleveland docks, with a high of 142 on 21 Apr
and a low of three on 6 May (P. Lozano).

Common Tern: A nice early sighting was 9 Apr at Magee (V. Fazio). Four were over Cowan Lk SP on 20
Apr (E. Roush), ODW continues heroic measures at nest colonies at Ottawa NWR and Pipe Creek WA,

Forster’s Tern: Numbers seemed down, Early was a bird at Dillon Res on 25 Mar (D. St John). Away
from the Lake, two were at Grand Lake St Marys on 11 Apr (D. Dister), four at Lost Bridge, Ham, on 16
Apr (F. Frick), and one lingered 1ill 25 May at Findlay Res (B. Hardesty).
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Black Tern: Grim numbers. None were seen on three monthly counts at Magee, nor were any found on
three counts at Ottawa. Two were in Adams on 7 May (P. Whan). one at Beaver Ck Res (Seneca) on 14
May (B. Conlon), and one on 14 May and then two on 19 May at Paulding Res (M&D Dunakin).

Black-billed Cuckoo: First report 6 May at Beavercreek, Greene (J. Dunn, S. Tackett)

Yellow-hilled Cuckoo: Good and early was one at New Richland, Cler, on 22 Apr (D. Morse). D&A
Chasar reported the cuckoos at the CVNRA were “stupendous. ..can be heard everywhere™ this spring.
S. Wulcowicz reported three nesting pairs on 8. Bass Isl in May.

Barn Owl: ODW says that this year's 20-odd nests, while failing to match last year's record 42, were
above average, dry conditions having limited the meadow vole population. Birders confident of the ID of
this species should report sightings to local District Office of ODW.

Great Horned Owl: The most celebrated pair of this species seized upon a nest abandoned by eagles at
Magee Marsh WA in mid-Mar.

Snowy Owl: There was a single report, on 7 Mar in the southwest comer of Morrow (8. Bartuss).
Long-eared Owl: Another single report. at Magee Marsh WA 1-3 April (M. Warren).

Short-cared Owl: 13 remained at Big Island WA on 20 Mar (G. Kelley), and as late as 27 May one re-
mained at Woodbury WA (B. Royse). Scarce in the NE, one was at Headlands Beach SP on 24 Apr (N.
Barber), and two were in Trumbull on 20 Mar (J&D Hochadel).

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Numbers of migrants
seemed normal, and birds were most often seen
near the Lake, but totally unexpected was a saw-
whet along the Magee Marsh Bird Trail on the
late dare of 17 May (J. Hasumond, m obs).

Common Nighthawk: Three birds on 26 Aprin
Oak Harbor (A. Blank) were early. but one on
the 16™ in Withrow Preserve, Ham. was really
jumping the gun.

Chuck-will's-widow: On schedule by late April
to Adams (P. Whan), one arrived | May to
Hocking (J. Fry), the third straight year at this

{ location. D. Horn had two calling in the Wayne
NF in Lawrence.

Whip-poor-will: Whips are pretty tough, and
reports of birds on 8 Apr in downtown Columbus
(!) (P. Raver) and at Highbanks MP, Dela. (B.
Conlon) are early but not unprecedented.

Chimney Swift: First reported 8 Apr in Holmes-
ville, Holmes (D. Kline), with birds the follow-
ing day at Lk Logan (Hock) (D. Sanders) and
Lunken Airport (Hum) (J. Bens). T&M Romito
had 200 over Brecksville on 9 May.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: C. Rieker
reported a hummingbird sp at a backyard in
Hinckley on | Mar, even before the “buzzards.”
Northern Saw-whet Owl, Magee Marsh WA, A hummer at this date could be almost anything.

Ouawa Co., 17 May 1999. Photo by Greg More normal arrivals were 20 Apr in Adams (J.
Miller McMahon), 21 Aprin Logan (B. Hatfield), and
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22 Apr in Clinton (E&L Roush). N. Barber had 20 at Headlands Beach SP on 16 May, and on the
following day E. Schlabach counted another 20 at Conneaut.

Red-headed Woodpecker: High count was |12 birds in Hancock (B. Hardesty) on 4 May; notable were
eight on S. Bass Isl the same day (S. Wulcowicz).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: At least five nesting pairs are being studied in NE OH (T. Leiden). Earliest
report was | April at Headlands Beach SP (N. Barber), but what was one doing on 25 May in Hancock
(D. Kahl)?

Downy Woodpecker: B. Hardesty counted 54 in Hancock on 8 May.
Hairy Woodpecker: 19 were counted in Hancock on 8 May (B. Hardesty).

Northern Flicker: Most obvious as a migrant in Apr, 76 were counted in Hancock on the 20" (B. Hard-
esty).

Olive-sided Flycatcher: All reports: early on 4 May at Spring Valley WA (J. Rakestraw), and § May at
East Fork SP (N. Cade), then more normally on 12 May at Headlands Beach SP (K. Metcalf), 15 May at
Mt Airy Forest (Ham) (S. Pelikan), two on 19 May at Johnson's Isl (Ortawa) (R. Harlan, S. Wagner),
21 May in Paulding (D&M Dunakin), 22 May at Magee (C. Hammond, R. Harlan, S. Wagner) and at
Sugarcreek, Tusc (L. Schlabach), 25 May in Columbus (D. Sanders) and 26 May at MWW (D. Sand-
ers).

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Early birds were on 22 Apr near Marietta (M. Williams) and on 29 Apr in McFar-
land Wds, Ham (N. Cade).

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: In the usual small numbers, though three at Magee on 17 May was enviable
(R. Harlan, S. Wagner), and during the expected period, ranging from 11 May in Hancock (S. Baxter)
to 27 May in Columbus (B. Whan).

Acadian Flycatcher: Very early was one 25 Apr in Millersburg, Holmes (B. Glick).

Alder Flycatcher: Two were reported on 11 May, one in Hancock (S. Baxter) and one in Firestone MP,
Summit (E. Pierce). The following week saw most arrivals, the largest of which was six birds at Magee
on the 17* (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Willow Flycatcher: Four birds arrived earlier than usual: flycatcher-catchers R. Harlan and S. Wagner
had birds at Magee on 3 and 5 May, and M&T Romito had two in Summit on the 8%,

Least Flycatcher: Widely expressed was an estimation that numbers were down. First report was 21 Apr
in Adams (B. Royse), and by 8 May N. Barber was able to tally eight birds at Mentor, Lake. Nesters
were detected at the usual NE spots, as in Geauga (fide D. Best).

Eastern Phoebe: Two were in Hocking on 14 Mar (B. Placier), and four on Kelley's Isl—a new outpost—
on 21 Mar (T. Bartlett). R. Harlan and S, Wagner amassed 12 at Magee on 31 Mar,

Great Crested Flycatcher: First reported on 11 Apr in Adams (B. Royse), three were already at Magee the
following day (M. Victoria).

Eastern Kingbird: Earliest was 11 Apr at Shawnee Lookout (Ham) by F. Frick. As part of the remarkable
Conneaut flight on 17 May, E. Schlabach found 36.

Loggerhead Shrike: Four birds, fortunately as two nesting pairs: one from 4 Apr through the end of the
period near Greenfield (Highland) (M. Skinner), and another from 7 May near Fredericksburg, Holmes
(E. Miller).

Northern Shrike: A good winter for the species, and some remained into the second half of March, such as
one on the 15® at Killbuck (S. Snyder), one until at least the 17® in the CVNRA (A&D Chasar), and the
last of as many as three at Killdeer, last reported on the 27%,
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White-eyed Vireo: An overflyer was at Navarre Marsh (OQuawa) by 6 April (J. Shieldcastle), before the
first seen in downstate in Athens on the 8" (B. Placier). BSBO banded 10 on May 8-9 at Navarre, and
that week G. Anderson counted an amazing 74 along Turtle Creek, Ottawa.

Bell’s Vireo: One was reported 16 May on the Magee census (H&S Hiris), one was at MWW from 26
May through the end of the period (D. Sanders, D. Burton), and at least one was at Buck Cr SP from
May 21 (D. Overacker, M. Skinner).

Yellow-throated Vireo: Some reported their numbers as down this spring. Two were at Zaleski SF on 18
Apr (D. St John), and 17 were counted on the 20" in a census of Scioto & Adams (B. Royse, C.
Johnston); by the 27" birds had reached Brecksville (A&D Chasar).

Blue-headed Vireo: Quite early was one at Spring Valley WA on 3 Apr (J. Dunn, S. Tackett), which was
reinforced by birds on the 8% in Hocking (C. Dusthimer) and Berlin (Holmes) (G. Troyer).

Warbling Vireo: A very early bird was in Adams on 9 Apr (M. Zloba), and ten were counted at Headlands
Beach SP on 8 May (N. Barber).

Philadelphia Vireo: First report 5 May at Greenlawn Cem, Columbus (B. Conlon), and by the 7® at Magee
(J. Burtt). Several observers reported their numbers as sub-par.

Red-eyed Vireo: Healthy numbers, and on schedule, with first at Clear Ck MP on 21 Apr (D. St John).

Blue Jay: 225 were counted at Maumee Bay SP on 26 Apr (V. Fazio), and G. Anderson had 400 at Turtle
Ck on Apr 28", then 520 there on May 3. 175 passed Conneaut on the 17" of May (E. Schlabach), and
on the 15" the numbers passing eastward over Magee tried the patience of warbler-gawkers.

Common Raven: Two were reported in Trumbull on 4 Apr (D. Hechadel), and another at the Mansfield
airport on 4 May; neither was relocated. US populations of ravens have doubled over the past 30 years,
and they are known to nest not far from our border in Pennsylvania.

Horned Lark: Good aggregations were 948 in Hancock on 8 Mar (B. Hardesty), 700 on Kilby Rd in Ham
on 13 Mar (P. Wharten), and a flock of fifty latish on 5 April in Trumbull (J&D Hochadel).

Purple Martin: Earliest report was 31 Mar in Hancock (fide B. Hardesty).

Tree Swallow: First sighting predated the period: 25 Feb at Big Island WA (T. Chapman), but widespread
arrivals were in the second and third weeks of Mar. M. Anderson had 1200+ at Farnsworth MP Lucas
on 9 Apr.

Violet-green Swallow: J. Pogacnik reported a female at Grand River WA, Trumbull, on 28 May.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Earlyish birds were at Spring Grove Cem (Ham) (N. Cade) 31 Mar, 3
Apr at Magee (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), and 5 Apr at Mentor, Lake (J. Pogacnik).

Bank Swallow: Earliest were several on 9 April at Famsworth MP, Lucas (M. Anderson).

Cliff Swallow: Two were in a mixed flock at Famsworth MP, Lucas, on 9 Apr (M. Anderson). A number
of new sites were colonized in Ortawa, Franklin, Adams and Lucas. P. Yoder reported 520 nests at the
end of the period on his farm near Fredericksburg, Holmes.

Barn Swallow: Earlyish was a flyby at Maumee Bay SP on 31 Mar (V. Fazio), followed by 4 Apr at Lk
Rockwell (C. Holt), Apr 5 bird in Summit (T&M Romito), and one 6 April at The Wilds (J. Larson),

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Not a bad spring, considering the paucity of its irruptive companions. One to
three were at feeders of W, McClanahan in Hancock from 2 Mar to 4 May. One was in J. Reda’s back-
yard in Akron on 29 Mar. Other records: 13 Apr in Brecksville (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), 14 Apr nest in
Hocking Hills (F. Renfrow), 18 Apr at Lake Hope SP (D. St John), 18 Apr a pair at Hinckley MP (fide
E. Pierce), 19 Apr nesting at Hinckley (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), 26 Apr at Goll Wds SNP, Fulton (R.
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Harlan, S. Wagner), 29 Apr at Sheldon Marsh SNP (R. Boldry), 29 Apr in Lake (J. Pogacnik), 9 May
Mentor Marsh (N. Barber), 10 May Mohican SF (L. Yeder), 15 May a pair in the CVNRA (D&A
Chasar), 30 May in the N Chagrin Res’n (K. Metcalf); S. Wulcowicz reports a nesting pair on S. Bass
Isl in May.

White-breasted Nuthatch: A count in Hancock produced 343 of this species on 8 May (B Hardesty).

Brown Creeper: N, Barber had eight on | Apr at Headlands Beach SP. Many lasted into May, intending
to stay, A nest was found on 1 May at Kendall Ledges (A&D Chasar), and on 12 May one was in Dela-
ware (B. Shively). On 15 May & pair was nest-building near Dundee (7usc) (E. Schlabach), and on 16
May a pair was feeding young at Hinckley MP (E. Pierce). On 23 May a pair was in the CVNRA (P.
Lozano), and on 30 May a male was singing in the N Chagrin Res’n (K. Metcall), and several unpaired
birds persisted into the next period at Highbanks MP (Dela) (J. Hammond) and the Miami-Whitewater
Forest (L. Peyton). An unusual NW nesting at Lake La Su An WA is described in this issue by J. Grab-
meier.

House Wren: One was reported 30 Mar in Hancock (W. McClanahan), where B, Hardesty later counted
120 individuals on 8 May.

Winter Wren: Ten were at Magee on 31 Mar (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), and |12 were therc on 28 Apr (M.
Victoria). Suggestively late were birds on 16 May in Geauga (D. Best), 20 May in Chapin Forest Res’n
in Lake (J. Pogacnik), and a singing male at Hinckley MP on the 23" (E. Pierce).

Sedge Wren: An early report was from the Magee census 18 Apr (S&H Hiris); another appeared there on
7 May (J. Pogacnik). Increased later in the month, including two singing at Mosquito Lk WA (D&J
Hochadel) at an “almost annual® site, unusual site-fidelity for the species.

Marsh Wren: Arrived MWW 22 Apr (T. Uhlman), then Magee by 25 Apr (P. Lozano). D&J Hochadel
had six at Grand River WA on 25 May.

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 75 were counted at Magee on 31 Mar (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 95 were on
Kelley’s Isl on 17 Apr (T. Bartlett). One was as late as 8 May at Riverbend (Hancock) (B. Hardesty).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: M. Victoria had a bird 30 Mar at Magee. 72 were at the Shaker Lks on 23 Apr
(V. Fazio). Latest was a bird on 22 May at Magee (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: An early overflier was at Lakeshore MP on 31 Mar (J. Pogacnik). 117 were
counted in Seioto on 13 Apr (C. Johnston, B. Royse).

Veery: First reported in Columbus on 21 Apr (R. Cressman). On 28 May five males were singing in Clear
Ck MP (Hock) (B. Whan),

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Early in Tusc on 23 Apr (E. Schlabach), and another at Hauck Arboretum in Cin-
cinnati (S. Sando). Nine were at Magee on 7 May (B. Morrison), and one on 28 May at Mosquito Lk
WA (V. Fazio).

Swainson’s Thrush: Appeared 22 Apr Gilmore Ponds (G&D Sadler). and on the 23" in Columbus (B.
Evans) and in Tusc (E. Schlabach). 10 were counted at Magee on 17 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Hermit Thrush: A bird reached Magee on 31 Mar (R. Harlan, S. Wagner). 24 were at Lakeshore MP on
22 Apr (J. Pogacnik). Suggestively late were birds at Old Man's Cave SP on 31 Apr (F. Renfrow), 25
May at Camp Berry in Hancock (fide B. Hardesty), and one at Riverview, Summit, on 30 May (D&A
Chasar).

Wood Thrush: Earliest report was 18 Apr at Zaleski SF (D. St John).

American Robin: Big counts were 2500 at Maumee Bay SP on 4 Apr (V. #azio), 475 in Hancock on 6
Apr (B. Hardesty), and 1825 at Lakeshore MP on the 22 (J. Pogacnik),

Gray Catbird: A bird seen on the first day of the period in Summir (M&T Romito, M. Zehnder) was
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perhaps the same one that wintered there the previous vear. A likelier migrant reached Hancock 8 Apr
(B. Hardesty).

Northern Mockingbird: The Gordon Pk (Cuy) boat ramp pair was noted 4 Mar (P. Lozano).

Brown Thrasher: First reported in L. Gara's backyard in Wilmington (Clin) on 31 Mar. Eight were at
Headlands Beach SP on 8 May (N. Barber).

American Pipit: Eight were at East Fork SP on 11 Mar, and by 31 Mar nearly 1000 passed over Maumee
Bay SP (V. Fazio). who noted 800+ there the following week. 100+ were in Pickaway on 26 Apr (Jo
Hammond) and 375 were over Conneaut on 17 May (E. Schlabach).

Cedar Waxwing: Many said their numbers were down, but V. Fazio had 400 a1 Magee on 17 May.

Blue-winged Warbler: Early on |5 Apr in Adams (B. Lund), but by the 19" one was at Tinker's Ck (Porr)
(B. Bolton). D&A Chasar had thirty at the Major Rd tree farm (Summir) on May 15,

Golden-winged Warbler: Seen 27 Apr Burnet Wds (D. Styer), 29 Apr Withrow Nat Pres (D. Brinkman),
30 Apr Paulding (D&M Dunakin), 4 May Girdled Rd Res'n (J. Pogacnik), 5 May Greenlawn Cem,
Cols (B. Conlon), 10-16 May at Magee (J. Dunn, m obs), two at Sheldon Marsh 15 May (N. Barber),
16 May East Fork SP (N. Cade).

Hybrids of above: In May. a bird in Adams (P. Whan) and one in Scioto (D. Sanders) heard using typical
golden-winged songs were found 1o look just like blue-wingeds: apparently the genetic swamping of
chrysoprera continues. K. Metcalf reported an F2 backcross Brewster's on 10 May in Hunting Valley
(Cuy): a Brewster's was seen 3 May at Metzger Marsh WA (D. Friedman), and another 14 May ar Kill-
buck (L. Yoder). J. Pogacnik had a singing male Lawrence's at Girdled Rd Res'n (Lake) on 13 May,
seen by others through the end of the period.

Tennessee Warbler: Early on 23 Apr at Shawnee Lookout (Ham) (L. Peyton). Seven at Magee 8 May (R.
Harlan).

Nashville Warbler: An early overflight brought one to Lake La Su An WA on |1 Apr (J. Grabmeier). 12
were at Magee on 5 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner),

Northern Parula: Early report indeed was one on 2 Apr at Pataskala (H. Nagy): another was in Adams on
9 Apr (M. Zloba).

Yellow Warbler: Earliest report was 21 April along the Little Miami R (R. Dage). 57 were censused in
Hancock on 8 May (B. Hardesty).

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Early report: 24 Apr at Brecksville (J&D Brumfield). Eight were at Magee
Marsh WA on 8 May (N. Barber).

Magnolia Warbler: One set an early arrival record of 10 Apr at the Brucker Nat Ctr in Dayton (E. Mul-
holland). 25 were 1allied on 17 May at Magee (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Cape May Warbler: Scarce, but not as scarce as last year. Tom Thomson reminded us this species was
once almost as common as the magnolia warbler. A crash in spruce budworms may be discouraging this
species recently. Earliest was 5 May, with five birds at Magee (R. Harlan), and 21 were counted there
16 May (H&S Hiris).

Black-throated Blue Warbler: First appeared in numbers on 3 May, in spots as distant as Shawnee SF (€,
Johnston), Magee Marsh (V. Fazio), and the Shaker Lks (B, Winger).

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Some overwintered as usual, D. Brinkman had 100 at the Cinci Ntr Ctron 10
Apr, V. Fazio had 95 at the Shaker Lks on 23 Apr, and N. Cade 200 a1 McFarland Wds (Ham) on 27

Apr.

Black-throated Green Warbler: A bird reached Toledo on 7 Apr (R. Nirschl), and another was in Tuse
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by 8 Apr (J. Miller). 15 were counted at Magee on 5 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Yellow-throated Warbler: Early birds were on 3 Apr on Wesselman Rd (Ham) (N. Keller) and California
Wds MP (Ham) (D. Brinkman). One was on temritory in the Oak Openings (Lucas) on 2 May (M. Victo-
ria), and one was in Lake the same day (J. Pogacnik).

Pine Warbler: More than a few overwintered. Birds were at Ottawa on 4 Apr (E. Pierce), Mentor Marsh
on 8 May (N, Barber), with two at Magee the same day (R. Harlan, 8. Wagner). One was on territory
in the Oak Openings on | Apr (Tol RBA), and a singing male was found by K. Metcalf on 30 May at the
N. Chagrin Res’n.

Prairie Warbler: One was in Adams on 10 Apr (N. Keller), and one the following day at MWW (J. Leh-
man). By 20 April, B. Royse and C. Johnston were counting 35 in Shawnee SF. One was at Sheldon
Marsh on |18 May (B. Royse).

Palm Warbler: Quite early was one photographed at Magee on 5 Mar (D. St John), and one was at Mean-
der Lk (Maho) on the 7% (C. Babyak). Max 20 at Mentor (N. Barber). Birds of the “yellow” subspecies
were reported from Magee on 14 Apr (S. Wagner) and Conneaut on 11 Apr (J. Pogacnik).

Bay-breasted Warbler: The first was 3 May at Burnet Wds (Ham), and five were at Magee the 8% (R.
Harlan).

Blackpoll Warbler: Earliest was at Spring Grove Cem (Ham) on 24 Apr, and some lingered through the
end of the period. 15 were at Magee on 17 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Cerulean Warbler: On 20 Apr, B. Royse and C. Johnston tallied 18 birds in Scioro and Adams, and R.
Dage had 13 in Little Miami SP (Warren). Eight were at Grand River WA on 4 May (J. Pogacnik), and
at least 30 singing males were counted at Clear Ck MP (Hocking) on 18 May (B. Whan).

Black-and-white Warbler: One was at Lakeshore MP on 8 Apr (J. Pogacnik), and another in Cleveland
on the 11™ (W. Craig), and another the next day in Tusc (J. Miller). C. Johnston and B, Royse counted
30 in Adams and Scioto on 20 Apr. One was noted at Sheldon Marsh on 30 May (V. Fazio).

American Redstart: Very carly was one at Lake Hope SP on 20 Apr (D. St John) and two the following
day in Scioto (B. Royse). C. Johnston counted 52 on 3 May in the Shawnee SF, and B. Toneff 49 on 18

May at Magee.

Prothonotary Warbler: First return at Spring Valley WA on 22 Apr (C. Mathena). Assisted nesting sites
did well, with nine pairs at Hoover Nat Pres (Frank) (T. Thomson) and seven (with 30 young) along the
Cuyahoga River in Geauga (A. Fondrk) at the end of the period.

Worm-eating Warbler: Early was a bird in the Shawnee SF by 13 Apr (C. Johnston, B. Royse). North of
the breeding grounds, singles showed up at Springville Marsh on 25 Apr (T. Bartlett), at Ottawa on 26
Apr (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), and 5 May at Maumee Bay SP (V. Fazio). In Adams, L. Miller counted
12 singing males along a one-mile trail.

Ovenbird: First report was 13 Apr from the Shawnee SF (B. Royse, C. Johnston), where the same observ-
ers counted 49 by the 20%. Opinions differed as to whether the species seemed scarcer this spring,

Northern Waterthrush: None reported till 22 Apr at the Shaker Lks (V. Fazio). Another species on
which opinions differed as to less-than-normal numbers.

Louisiana Waterthrush: One was photographed 30 Mar in Athens (D. St John). By 5 Apr, one was on
territory in the Oak Openings (Tol RBA).

Kentucky Warbler: One reached Spring Grove Cem (Ham) by 26 Apr (E. Roush), and |3 were counted in
the Shawnee SF by 3 May (C. Johnston). Lakeside occurrences were 7 May at Maumee Bay SP (V.
Fazio) and the following day at Magee (R. Harlan, 8. Wagner). Two were seen in the Oak Openings on
& May and another in Irwin Prairie SNP on the 17 by E. Tramer. Also on the 17" was one at Metzger
(D. Sanders, J. Hammond).

The Ohio Cardinal 79 Vol. 22, No. 3



Connecticut Warbler: Earliest 12 May at Chagrin River Pk (Lake). with another at Lakeshore MP (J.
Pogacnik). Many saw a bird at Magee on 16 May. An unusual number of sightings away from the Lake:
15 May at Mt Airy Forest (Ham) (S. Pelikan), 16 May Spring Valley WA (J. Lehman), 18 May near
Findlay (S. Ross}, 18-19 May at Clear Ck MP (Hocking) (B. Whan, D. Sanders), and one at Buck Ck
SP on the 28" (D. Overacker).

Mourning Warbler: J. Dunn found the first at Beavercreek on 5 May, and a widely-observed bird was at
Magee the following day. Four males were at Magee on 17 May (V. Fazio) and four more on the 22
(R. Harlan, S. Wagner). Two were al Black River MP (Lor) on the last day of the period (V. Fazio).

Common Yellowthroat: Pretty early was one at Gilmore Ponds on 14 Apr (G. Sadler),

Hooded Warbler: C. Johnston and B. Royse's odyssey through Seioro and Adams on 20 Apr produced 13
birds. One was a good find in Paulding on 26 Apr (M&D Dunakin).

Wilson's Warbler: Two Apr appearances. one on the 29™ at Withrow Nat Pres (D. Brinkman), and an-
other at Shawnee Lookout the following day (both Ham) by L. Peyton. 25 were tallied on 17 May at
Magee (B. Royse), and a few remained at the end of the period,

Canada Warbler: First report from the NE was 4 May (K. Metcalf), and reports came the following day
from Beavercreek (J. Dunn), Columbus (B. Conlon), and S. Bass Isl (S. Wulcowicz). 15 were at Magee
on 17 May (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), and six singing males were noted along one trail in Clear Cr MP
(Hock) on 28 May (B. Whan).

Yellow-breasted Chat: One arrived 23 Apr at Shawnee Lookout (L Peyton), and another was in Colum-
bus the following day (B. Royse).

Summer Tanager: First noted at Shawnee Lookout on 23 Apr (L. Peyton). Max was four at Highbanks
MP (Dela) 12 May (B. Conlon). Birds to the north included 8 May at Oak Openings (R. Harlan, S.
Wagner), Metzger Marsh on 8 May (J. Larson), Shaker Lks on 9 May (L. Deininger), and Kelley's Isl
on |1 May (fide P. Hayes).

Scarlet Tanager: Pretty early was one 21 Apr at Clear Ck MP (D. St John), another 22 Apr at MWW (L.
Peyton) and 24 Apr in Columbus (B. Royse). On 3 May, 28 were noted in Shawnee SF (C. Johnston),
and 12 were on S. Bass Isl on the 5" (S. Wulcowicz). Some veteran observers said numbers were down.

Eastern Towhee: One was in Hancock on 23 Mar (B, Hardesty). Fifteen were in Clark on 3 May (D.
Overacker).

American Tree Sparrow: High count 150+ on 13 Mar at Killdeer (E. Baumgardner). An unusual num-
ber of May records: 2 May at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik), 8 May at Headlands Beach SP (N. Barber),
and as late as 29 May at Springville Marsh (T. Bartlett).

Chipping Sparrow: Earhiest were near Johnstown (Licking) on 27 Mar (fide M. Skinner), the following
day in Columbus (R. Cressman), and on 31 Mar at places as far-flung as Magee (R. Harlan), Wilming-
ton (L. Gara), and S. Bass Isl (S. Wulcowicz).

Clay-colored Sparrow: One was atl Lakeshore MP on 22 Apr (J. Pogacnik). P. Niehoff had one at
MWW on 3 May, and one was at Berlin Heights (Erie) from 9 May to the end of the period (B. Phillips).

Field Sparrow: Arrived in Paulding 31 Mar (D&M Dunakin), and were noted at S. Bass Isl the following
day (5. Wulcowicz).

Vesper Sparrow: Seen on 17 Mar at MWW (N, Cade). Max eight at Gilmore (Cuy) (N. Barber).

Lark Sparrow: First noted at traditional Oak Openings spot on 26 Apr (A. Osborne). One territorial bird
was along Exchange Rd from 4 May to at least 9 May for first Huron record (R. Harlan, S. Wagner).

Grasshopper Sparrow: First retumns at Big Island WA on 20 Apr (V. Fazio), who counted 46 birds there
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lay-colored Sparrow. Berlin Heights, Erie Co., 19 May 1999. Photo by
Greg Miller.

at the end of the period.

Henslow's Sparrow: L. Andrews reported the first return in Hocking on 13 Apr, and J. Larson had one
the same day at The Wilds (Musk). Three were at MWW on 20 May (P. Wharton). Reclaimed strip-
mines are the place to look; J. McCormac estimated in excess of 150 territorial males in areas in
Belmont, Lawr, Cosh, and Muskingunt.

Le Conte’s Sparrow: One was reported on 6 May in Valley View. Cuy (M. Egar).

Fox Sparrow: Very early on 12 Feb, this species reached Trumbull, and was at several locations there by
Mar 6 (D&] Hochadel). R. Harlan and 8. Wagner had 25 ar Magee on 31 Mar, and E. Pierce counted
15 at Ontawa on 4 Apr. Late was a bird May 4-5 at Headlands Beach SP (K. Metcalf).

Song Sparrow: 97 were in Huncock on 30 Mar (B. Hardesty), and 15 at Magee 26 Apr (R. Harlan, S.
Wagner).

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Extraordinarily early was a bird reported in Hilliard (Frank) on 14 Apr (M. Galla-
way); other Apr reports included one on the 24" at a feeder in Holmes (L. Yoder), and one on the 29" at
Killbuck (V. Fazio).

Swamp Sparrow: High count was nine in the CVNRA 7 Apr (B. Toneff).

White-throated Sparrow: 350 were at Lakeshore MP on 22 Apr (J. Pogacnik). Late for central OH was
one on 26 May (B. Whan).

Harris's Sparrow: One spent most of the winter at a feeder near Mt Hope (Holmes) until 22 April (J.
Miller).

White-crowned Sparrow: High count 25 at MWW on 7 Mar (N. Cade). An individual of the gambelii
subspecies was observed 13 Mar at C. J, Brown Res feeders (Clark) (D. Overacker).

Dark-eyed Junco: 183 were counted in Huneock on 30 Mar (B. Hardesty). Late birds: one 11 May at
Mohican SP (B. Morrison), one 24 May at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik). and one from 9 Apr to end of
period in backyard of S. Snyder in Wooster.

Lapland Longspur: Big numbers this spring. 300 at Killdeer 6 Mar (C. Bombaci). 75-100 in Sugarcreek
on 10 Mar (L. Schlabach), 50+ near Waverly (Pike) || Mar (B&D Bosstic). 300 in Ham 13 Mar (P.
Wharton), 600 in Wyandor 16 Mar (R, Counts), 600 at Big Island WA 30 Mar (V, Fazio), 150 Maumee
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Bay SP 31 Mar (V. Fazio), and 800+ near Big Island 10 Apr (V. Fazio),

Snow Bunting: Late birds included three in Allen on 13 Mar (D. Dister) and 20+ on 3 Mar near Park Col-
ony Rd (Lucas) (M. Victoria).

i : i A 24 Aprat
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: FEarlyish reports: 22 Apr at The Wildemess Ctr (Stark) (T. Sica),
Fairfield (Butl) (M. Sandvig), and 27 Apr N. Olmsted (Cuy) (S. Wright). Though some asserted that
numbers were low, 67 were counted on 4 May in the Grand River WA (J. Pogacnik).

Blue Grosbeak: 12+ birds were reported in late May at the traditional Adm‘spols (m obs). One was at
last spring’s spot near the Toledo airport, and one was at Chapin Forest ch n (Lake) on 18 May (J.
Pogacnik). 10+ singing males were on a relatively small tract of Crown City WA (J. McCormac, J.
Rakestraw).

. i 5 0 May
Dickcissel: Among unusual appearances: one photographed 3 May in Cleveland (P. Lm,lo).me 101
in the CVNRA 51. Harlan, S. Wagner), and one 31 May in Coshocron (B. Glick). Nine were at Big
Island WA at the end of the period (V.Fazio).

Bobolink: Early arrivals at Headlands Beach SP (N. Barber) on | May, and same day-in Marion (V.
Fniil;). 30 ulfyue flying over Conneaut on 12 May, and B. Morrison had the high count of 75 at a Noble

strip-mine on 9 May.

iring bi i for R. Harlan
‘Western Meadowlark: A retiring bird along Krause Rd (Lucas) sang twice gmty on 9 May
and S. Wagner. The species was sought in traditional haunts elsewhere without reported success.

i i 4 king), at
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Nearly all records in the NW: 20 Mar Wyant Rd (Lucas) (J. Buec :
feeder near Mallard Club Marsh WA 25 Apr (P. Lozano), at Metzger Marsh WA 26 Apr 1o end of period
(including as many as 7 males) (J. Lichorat, m obs), Apr 30 at Park Colony Rd (Lucas) (D. St Jo!u)‘
Elsewhere, one in Larue (Marion) on 30 May (K. Longberry), and a male for two weeks in mid-}."ay at
a feeder in Adams (fide B. Whan).

ilmi i day (M&D Du-
Rusty Blackbird: At Wilmington (Clinton) on 9 Mar (L. Gara) and Paulding the same
:.ykh}. High of 150+ was in Geauga on 29 Mar (D. Best). Latest 5 May near Johnstown (Licking) (M.
Skinner).

i i i Mar (V. Fazio).
Brewer's Blackbird: Widespread to the west, high was 150+ south of Big Island WA on 7
Easc:vard, the Brumfields had 13 at Funk Bottoms WA on 4 Apr, and a female was found at Conneaut

on 21 Apr by E. Schlabach.

Orchard Oriole: Earliest report 20 Apr in Adams (J. McCormac), then Apr 22 in Holmes (E. Schlabach)
and Cuyahoga (C. Rieker). Ten were counted in Hancock on 8 May (B. Hardesty).

i i bers were
Baltimore Oriole: First rted at Gilmore Ponds (Butler) on 22 Apr (G&D Sadler), good num/
seen later; 48 in Crrmdr;I:er WA on 4 May (J. Pogacnik), 75 in Hancock 8 May (B. Hardesty), and 30
the same day in Mentor (Lake) (N. Barber).

: Up to 25 wintered at a feeder in Adams until the end of Mar (P. Whan). Reported 2‘l Mar
l'll:‘ph Lnkeshoreﬁm MF;’ (J. Pogacnik), 30 Mar at Firestone MP (R. Harlan, S. Wagner), 31 Mar at SPHI_I:S

Grove Cem, Ham (N. Cade), and five same day at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik), one at feeder of _Yo-
der in Holmes 30 Mar, pair retumed to Trumbull nesting site 5 Apr (D&J} Hochadel), 6 Apr W:nhl;g
ton (Frank) (B. Conlon), 12-16 Apr in Brecksville (B. Toneff), 18 Apr in Geauga (D. Best), | ;m )
Apr at Lakeshore MP (J. Pogacnik), two at Clear Ck MP (E. Pierce) 24 Apr, 25 Apr at Norton ( un:r;g
(K. Mock), 27 Apr and 18 May in Hancock (B. Hardesty), and 31 May at the Major Rd tree farm (
Chasar).

Pine Siskin: 3-4 birds from the beginning of the period through 9 Apr, then one on 6 May and one on 16
May, at Lakeshore MP (Lake) (J. Pogacnik). T. Bartlett had one on Kelley's Isl on 15 May.

Evening Grosbeak: Two on 4 May at Grand River WA (J, Pogacnik).
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Lippert. James Little, Kevin Longberry. Paula Lozano, Barb Lund, Ed Masel, Charlotte Mathena, Jeff
McCoy, Winnie McClanahan. Jim McCormac. Cal McCormick, Kathy McDonald, Heather McFerran,
Joe McMahon, Joseph Miller, Joyce Miller, Kent Miller. Lucy Miller, Kathy Mock, Nelson Moore, Ben
Morrison. Donald Morse Jr., Eric Mulholland, Heather Nagy. Patti Niehoff. Rick Nirschl, Art Osbomne,
Doug Overacker, Sharon Pawlowski. Steve Pelikan, John Perchalski, Bill Perrine, Haans Petruschke,
Lester Peyton, Brad Phillips, Ed Pierce, George Pierse, Bob Placier, John Pogacnik, Len & Nancy Pow-
lick, John Rakestraw, Pam Raver, Mark Ray, Reno Reda. Frank Renfrow, Jim Reyda, Craig Rieker, Bill
& Roxanne Rinchart. Tom & Mary Romito, Larry Rosche, Paul Rosenberry, Sue Ross, Ed & Linda
Roush, Bob Royse, Dave Russell, Arlene Ryan, George & Darlene Sadler, David St John, Ron & Victoria
Saklosky, Ron Sempier, Bob Sams, Dan Sanders, Morris Sandvig, Dave Sapienza, Winnie Samo, Ed
Schiabach, Leroy Schlabach, Robert Schiabach, Wilma & Bob Seiler, Rod Sharpnack, Julie Shieldcastle,
Bill Shively, Pat & Tona Sica, Mark Skinner. Steve Smith, Jim & Flaine Snively, Su Snyder, Terry &
Bob Sponseller, Mike Stasko, Jay Stenger. David Stver, Sue Tackett, Bill Thompson III, Tom Thomson,
Bill Toneff, Elliot Tramer, Gary Troyer, Casey Tucker. Tom Uhlman, Matt Victoria, Barb Van Stein,
Sandy Wagner. Sean Walker, Pat Walsh. Mary Warren, Bill Whan, Pete Whan. Paul Wharton, Mike Wil-
liams, Ben Winger, Connie Wolcott, Stanley Wulcowicz, Scott Wright, Leroy Yoder, Perry Yoder, Em-
ery and Mary Yoder. Sean Zadar. Marian Zehnder, Mark Zloba. The Ohio Cardinal also received invalu-
able assistance and information from the Ohio Division of Wildlife, the Division of Natural Areas and
Preserves, the editors of The Bobolink. the Rare Bird Alents of Dayton, Cincinnati, Columbus, and
Toledo. the online resources managed by Vic Fazio I11, and the Black Swamp Bird Observatory.

Little Gull, East Fork SP, Cler-
mont Co.. 27 January 1999,
Photo by Frank Renfrow.
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