
The Hocking Hills is also an excellent area for several bird species of southern 
persuasion. These include black vulture, summer tanager, and worm-eating and Ken
tucky warblers. A red-cockaded woodpecker found by Eddie Bower on 22 April 1975 
was located independently by Worth Randle a week later. This bird may not have 
been as out of place as one might think. A close examination of many of the upper 
slope areas at Hocking reveal the remains of many shortleaf pines that have been over
taken by a progession to deciduous woods. 

Acadian flycatchers, eastern wood-pewees, eastern phoebes, wood thrushes, red
eyed vireos, ovenbirds, hooded warblers, pine warblers, yellow-throated warblers, 
northern parulas, Louisiana waterthrusbes, and scarlet tanagers are all common 
throughout the Hocking area. On the other hand, cerulean warblers are decidedly 
scarce, probably due to a lack of old growth forest in the area. 

Species which frequent the gorge rims include hairy woodpeckers, great-crested 
flycatchers, white-breasted nuthatches, and yellow-throated vireos. White-eyed vireos, 
prairie warblers, and yellow-breasted chats can be found in the cut-over areas. As 
night approaches, whip-poor-wills can sometimes be beard at the campground and 
barred owls can be found at Conkle's HolJow. 

The hawks are well represented at Hocking. These include red-tailed, red
shouldered, Cooper's, and sharp-shinned. Cantwell Cliffs is a particularly good area to 
view these raptors as they soar on thermals above the cljff edges. The broad-winged 
hawk is more often heard than seen in the Upper Falls area of Old Man's Cave. 

Perched upon a northern outlier of cliff section plateau that barely escaped being 
steam-rolled by the glaciers, the Hocking Hills contain a gumbo mix of northern and 
southern features. There are few places in Ohio where Canada yew drapes sheer rock 
cliffs crowned by shortleafpine, where the worm-eating's rattling trill alternates with 
the Canada warbler's lilting serenade. 

And what of Worth's red crossbills? And what of his winter wren, purple finch, 
and ruby-crowned kinglet? These are just a few of the unsolved mysteries that await 
future inquiring observers in the deep, lush gorges of the Hocking Hills. 
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The 1998-99 Christmas Bird Counts 
by Ned Keller 

This year we present the results from 56 Christmas Count circles located entirely 
or partly within Ohio. At least two other counts, East Fork Lake and Greenville, were 
cancelJed due to severe weather. Most of the results were reported directly to us, but a 
few were gleaned from reports published on the internet. Speaking of the internet, two 
web sites have interesting information about the Christmas Counts. Cornell University 
has the data from all 99 years of counts at http://www.birdsource.com/cbc/index.html 
and Patuxent WildJjfe Research Center has a page from which you can generate maps 
of species abundance and population trends at http://www.mbr.nbs.gov/bbs/cbc.html. 

We found 683,718 individuals of 151 species this year, plus two additional spe
cies, northern goshawk and Wilson's warbler, during count week. Both numbers were 
down from last year, when we saw 874,563 individuals of 153 species. Fourteen of 
this year's birds were represented by only a single individual: harlequin duck, white
winged scoter, oldsquaw, American avocet, greater yellowlegs, dunlin, pomarine jae
ger, little gull, common tern, palm warbler, black-and-white warbler, a tanager not 
identified to species, vesper sparrow, and common redpoll. 

As the above list and the charts indicate, there was an unusual variety of very late 
shorebirds and warblers. Conspicuously lacking this year, though, were winter 
finches. Besides the single common redpol~ there were only 29 pine siskins, and no 
1.:vening grosbeaks or crossbills. 

The Millersburg circle had by far the most species this year, with 91. The only 
other circles to reach 80 or above were Cuyahoga Falls and Cincinnati, with 83 each, 
und Portsmouth, with 80. 

As always, we have printed all the reports as submitted to us (with the exception 
of a couple of obvious exotics), regardless of documentation. Records marked with an 
11sterisk (*) in the charts were accompanied by written documentation. A plus sign ( +) 
indicates that the bird was seen outside Ohio. Fina Uy, the number in parentheses fol
lowing the name of the count refers to the numbered circle on the accompanying map. 
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Common Loon 
Pie<l-bRled Grebe 
Homed Grebe 
Red-necked Grebe 
Double-crested Cormorant 

Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 
Turkey Vulture 
Greater White-fronted Goose 

Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
Mute Swan 
Trumpeter Swan 
Tundra Swan 
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American 'Mgeon 
American Black Duck 
Mallard 

American Black Duck X Mallard 
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Northern Shoveler 
Northern Pintail 
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Lesser Scaup 

Scaup sp. 
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Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
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Common Goldeneye 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganser 

Merganser sp. 
Ruddy Duck 
Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Coope(s Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 
Accipiter sp. 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
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Rough-legged Hawk 
Buteo sp. 
Large hawk sp. 
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Peregrine Falcon 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Ruffed Grouse 
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Carolina Chlcic.adee 
Black-capped Chidtadee 
Chickadee sp 
Tufted Titmouse 
R!Jd.breasted Nu1hetch 
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Brown Creeper 
Cerolina Wren 
Winter Wren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-aowned Kinglet 
Eastern Bluebird 
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Gray Catbird 

Northern Mockingbird 
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Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Common Yellowtnroat 
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Fteld Sparrow 
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Savannah Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
SWamp Sparrow 
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Snow Bunting 
Northern Cardinal 
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Eastern Meadowlark 
Rusty Blackbird 
Blackblrd ap. 

Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Common Redpoll 

Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 

total species 
total individuals 

observers 
party hours 
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Ring-necked Pheasant 
Ruffed Grouse 
'Mid Turkey 
Northern Bobwhite 
Virgima Rall 

ArnellCan Coot 
Sandh n c,.ne 
Killdeer 
Greater Y ettowtegs 
Common Snipe 

American Woodcock 
Franklin's Gull 
Bonaparte's Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 

Great Black-backed GuU 
Gui ap 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
BarnOwt 

Easlem screectl-OWi 
Gl98t Homed Owt 
Barred Owt 
Long-eared Owt 
Short-eared Owt 

Northam Saw-whet Owt 
Be"ed Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Pileeted Woodpecker 
Woodpec;kar $p 

Eastern Phoebe 
Northern Shrike 
ahnke •P· 
Blue Jwy 
American Crow 
Homed Lark 
CaroUna Chickadee 
Bl.ck~pped Chickadee 
Chickadee ap. 
Tufted THmouse 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
'Miite-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
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'MnterWren 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Eastem Bluebird 
Swainson's Thrush 

Hermit Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 

European Starling 
American Pipit 
Cedar Waxwing 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Common Yellowlhroat 
'Mlson's Warbler 
Tanagersp. 
Eastern Towhee 
American Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Sparrow sp. 
Dar11-eyed Junco 
Dar11-eyed (Oregon) Junco 
Lapland Longspur 
Northern Cardinal 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Eastem Meadowlark 
Rusty Blackbird 
Blackbird sp. 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow 
total species 
total individuals 
observers 
party hours 
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The 1998-99 Christmas Bird Count areas. Numbers within circles correspond to count 
numbers in the preceding article. Circles without numbers indicate those counts which 
were not conducted during the 1998-99 season, but were conducted during the 1997-98 
season. 
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These blue-morph Snow Geese were photographed on 26 February 1999 along the old 

Ce lar Point causeway, Erie Co. Photo by Gary Meszaros. 


