
1987-88 Christmas Bird Counts 

Pete Montlon and Tan [emp 

Fifty-nine counts were received for Cillo for the 1987-88 Christmas Blrd Count season. We are 
pleased that all counts conciJcted In Ohlo were suanitted to THE OHIO CARDINAL. 

Gyp!UID led the way with 92 species, this accaopllshed with only nine observers! Close behind were 
Cuyahoga Falls with ea species and Toledo with 87. No other counts registered more than 80 species. 
Most lndlvlooals were tallied at Cleveland and Buckeye Lake, with 58,180 and 56,430, respectively. 
Cuyahoga Falls recruited an amazing 182 observers, Clnclnnatl 106, Wilmot 76, and Dayton 74. Numbers of 
cCJ11DOn species are correspondingly hlS:il on those counts. 

December was quite mild throu~out the state accounting for an Increased tally of lingering species. 
ea.on loons and grebes were we! I represented. Undocumented Red-necked and Eared grebes were reported 
fran Lakewood and Cleveland, respectively. Double-crested cormorants were llsted on five counts, 
Including 43 at Gypsum. Waterfowl numbered 28 species. Greater White-fronted geese were at Ottawa NWR 
and Tr\lllbu 11 County. Undocumented Bl ue-wlnged teal were reported on £our counts, wl th 25 at Trunbll I 
Ccl.lnty! An undoc\llented llng elder was at Gypsum and an Jiq:>resslve 492 Hooded mergansers were tall led at 
Trumbu 11 Ccl.lnty. Ruddy <l!cks nud:>ered 1511 at Gypsum. 

Good nunt>ers of vultures were counted in the southern tier of counties, including 17 Blacks and 13 
Turkey! in Adams County. 'lblrty-nlne Northern harriers at Illldeer Plains was a good count and 15 
Cooper's hawks at Cuyahoga falls Is a nice total. A Northern go8hawk at Wellington was reported without 
detai J s. 'lbe 119 Red-ta lied hawks at Wl lmot was l~ressi ve, 76 observers notwl thstandlng. An 
undoctllented Merlin was reported at Wilmot and a Peregrine fr<111 Zanesville. One of Toledo's Peregrines 
was found. A Broad-winged hawk with no details at Zanesville was demoted to~. sp. 

A Virginia rail was at Gypsum and a Sancllill crane at TrUllEull County. Shorebirds made news with 2 
Le99tr yellcwlegs at Toledo, Solitary san'*>lper at Mansfield, and Spotted san<*>lper at Tiffin. Unusual 
~lls were scare; 3 Little ~lie at Mentor and a Le99er Black-backed at Cleveland were noteworthy. No 
'white-winged• ~I ls were found. 

Owls were hlgil i!#lted by a CCllDOll Barn-owl at Portsmouth and a Northern Saw-whet at Toledo. 
Forty-four E. Screech-owls at Mansf Jeld was l~resslve. Surprisingly, in a year thought to be Invasion, 
only 2 SnCMy owls were found. One hundred Red-headed woodpeckers at Wilmot was outstanding as were 515 
Downy ~eckers at Cincinnati Eastern (Oh, how I would love to have 100 observers on a count!>. 
Eastern phoebes were 11 sted on four southern counts. 10, 000 crows roostl ng at Mansf I e Id was a good 
count. 1,400+ Black-caps and 2,000+ Carolinas were high chickadee counts at Cuyahoga Falls and 
Cincinnati Eastern. respectively. 

Thirty-five Red breasted nuthatches at Dayton was a good total. Totals of Carolina wrens at W. 
Hamilton County <248> and Cincinnati Eastern <674> indicate the species has rebounded well in SW Cillo. 
Single House wrens were reported frcm W. Hamilton County and Washington County/Parkersburg. Marsh wrens 
were found on only two counts. Incredibly, two Blue-gray gnatcatchers were reported, one trcm Toledo and 
one frCXD W. Hamilton County. No details were received on either bird. 

Ohio's first Northern "1eatear appeared ciJrlng count period in the Ottawa NWR count circle. See 
details in this issue. A Wood thrush at Toledo was an excellent find Calthough no details were received) 
and 47 Hermit thrushes on the Lake Erie ls. count was very hi~. Impressive numbers of American robins 
were found on the W. Hamilton County and Cincinnati Eastern counts. Only 2 Gray catbirds and a handful 
of Brown thrashers were found. 
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Late Water pipits were listed on four counts <L. Brie Islands, Wellington, Iingston, and CJ\io River 
<6». Four Northern shrikes were found and a toprhead shrike graced the Adams County count. 45,000 
Start ings were found at Buckeye Lake. ~tstanding was a cape May Warbler photographed at Wellington. 
This was surely the rarity of the counts other than the wheatear. A Pine warbler was a rare find at 
Adams County. Q\ipping sparr<*S were I lsted on six counts. A Vesper sparrow at Athens and single 
Lincoln's sparrows at L.Erle Islands and Grand Lake St.Marys were outstanding, but subnitted withoot 
details. Savannah sparrows appeared on 4 counts with a hi~ of 9 at East Pork Lake. Only 3 counts 
reported Lapland Longgpurs. A Yellow-headed blackbird at Ottawa NWR was a good bird and 11,000+ 
Brown-headed cowbirds at Cleveland was hi~. House finches are now everywhere In the state; all counts 
except Van Wert I lsted them. Ccmnon re<*iol Is were scarce, but Pine Slsklns and Evening grosbeaks were 
fairly wldespr_ead. Finally, Van Wert reported no House sparrows and Hancock County no star I lngs! I 
wonder what their secret ls? 

Following ls the canplete list of species and numbers for the counts. An asterisk Indicates an 
unusual sl~tlng _ or hi~ number of lndlvlcitals. We welcane caiments fran readers on the format for the 
counts and invite canpllers to check our numbers for possible errors. Canplllng and entering the figures 
into the canputer ls a tedious task. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl, Clermont County, Oh10 1 January 1988. Photograph by Larry Gara. 



., 
In 

c 0 ...... 0 0 " r::: .... t!) " ~ "' CP ~ f.., ::c: "C "' ~ 
I CP "' .t::. .... ...... .&:. a. 

-Si c: a. 
.8 0 0 ., 

.! u 8 - '"' QJ ~ tO 
QJ :z .... ;:J ., .... QJ -0 L. I -§ 1-4 t!) 

'"' QJ ., "'O ., .Q 

-0 .8 t!) ..., :c ., ...... ...... ....... CP "O c: ..8 (I) c: c: CD 8 0 CL> QJ "O ., CP ~ "' § CP 
~ 

0 c .... I> 
., .... ;:J ~ c: § 8 ~ c: 

...:I t!) 

~ 
.... u .... l'D g u -- c.:> I QQ u ~ .... a =-c .Q u CP' QJ I tO ., 111 I 

I -b CP c · "O ..., 
~ ~ ...... "'O c c I 

., 
..0 "' u CL> "' ~ ~ '° "O ., 

CL> .... "C .... ;;:J QJ "' c: ...... CL> c: 8 .. - 0 
& '° 8 ~ ~ ::J .... c c .,, 

""' u 0.. ::c: lll:I ~ :E t!) (I) tr.I u =- t!) 

1 8gl1 w~ l 5!~ 2 and ap ds-Watervllle 1• 
3 Toledo 8 34 55 64 988 3 4 Ottawa NWR 2 151 71 1 38 12804 
5 Gy~5'111 3 1 6 43 145 4 155 697 7 
6 La e Erle Islands 4 16 7 2 144 1 
7 Flrelands 2 17 26 417 
8 Elkrla-Loraln 11 5 962 
9 La ewood 1 2 1• 8 1382 2 

10 gltm:Jaod ~ 13 2* g l~~ 1 11 entor 33 1 
12 Ashtabula 2 245 
13 Trunmull County 4 10 4 5 10727 8 
14 Burton 4 12 3 1488 
15 Cuyah~a Fal Is 2 17 13 28 1 2 1 2867 9 
16 Plrrfn h l 99 
17 Tl f In 2 cw 2 
18 ·rremont 1 3551 
19 Well ln~n 1 1 30 205 1 1, 1 20 9t~ e 21 aner 
22 Grand Lake St. Kary' s 16 6 2 7 301 8 
23 Hancock County 3 7 7 702 
24 Indian Lake 4 150 
25 ·ritldeer Plains 10 15 5 7 10200 100 
26 !lansf ield cw 12 5 12 cw 386 
27 Mhland 2 1 30 436 
28 Mohican State Forest 41 
29 Wooster 20 89 
30 Jl\mt 2R 2 ~ 2 
31 em 3 
32 Youngstown 2 1 7 1174 2 
33 Beavercreek 1 8 330 
34 Steubenv I 11 e 1 
35 Cadiz 3 1 40 
36 Hoover Reservoir 5 3 3 3 198 1 
~ O'Shaufttnt!!Y Reservoir 1 2 44 
38 Greenv lie 2 213 
39 naron 7 28• 135 

8 1~ 1~ 1 4018 ~! 2• 41 ceye take . 1 
42 Zanesv i 11 e 1 97 
43 New Lexington cw 
44 Lancaster 2 52 
45 Ungston 7 400 
46 Paint Creek 1 7 75 
47 Oxford 3 3 13 309 
48 Hamllton-Palrfleld 1 1 35 75 
49 Western Hamilton Co. 1 19 300 8 7 
50 ~nnatl !a~tern f 1 1~ I~. ~ ~ 
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59 .Kast Fork Lake State Pk. 3 20 2 9 54 5 
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