
Report of the Records Committee . Winter 1988 

The Ohio Cardinal Records Committee (OCRC) received 22 documentations for 18 
separate birds (some birds were reported by multiple observers) . The OCRC accepted 
nine of these 18 sightings; to save space these a.re not listed below, but are reported 
elsewhere in this issue . In the other nine cases the committee was not able to 
verify the sightings reported from the written descriptions provided. These 
sightings are listed below: 
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Greater White-fronted Goose - Oakwood forensic Center (near Lima?), 12-27.28 
- acceptable description but behavior & location suggest non-wild birds 

Merlin - Mosquito Creek . 2-3 - Description did not rule out accipiters 
Lesser Yellowlegs - Maumee River at Rossford , 12-20 - OCRC split 2-2 on this, 

two members accepting and Z believing the distance was too great 
for certain identification to species 

Common Black-headed Gull - Cleveland, 1-4 - OCRC felt the details provided 
with this brief observation at a considerable distance still left room for 
uncertainty as to the bird's identity 

House Wren - West Ham Co., 12-20 -The description does not conclusively rule 
out a Winter Wren . 

Chipping Sparrow - Wilmington, 2-4 - Again the OCRC split 2-2 on this record. 
Those voting not to accept felt the description did not conclusively 
rule out other species, including the Field Sparrow. 

Chipping Sparrow - West Ham Co ., 12-20 - Few details were provided on this 
bird. The Christmas Count rare species form was used, which unfor
tunately provides no place to describe the bird's size or shape . 

Lincoln 's Sparrow - Cleveland 2-28 -The description, while detailed, did not 
mention wing color and thus did not conclusively rule out Swamp Sprw. 

Pine Gi·osbeak - Findlay ? 2-10 - Possibly correct. but the person writing the 
desuiption did not see the bird, and the actual observer did not file a 
report . 
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