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Over the past 10 years the sport of b1rd1n9 has been greatly on the increase. &y and largf 
this hobby 1s one ot moderate expense and has required little or no giving tor the taking. By that 
l mun to en JOY the sport a p I ayH has had no requ 1 remen t to support . h 1 s or her subJec t matter. 
Ohioans and indeed mi<liiesterners have been blessed with a series ot conditions that have created one 
of the best locations to observe migrating birds in North titnerica . The combination of Lake Erie, a 
remnant beach ridge, and a concerned owner have preserved tor all a tantastic observation point tor 
uture. This place in question is the Magee Harsh 61rd Trail. This 7 a.ere bird mecca nestled in 
betwun the marshes ot Hagu and Ottawa ~R and the swimii ng beach and park 1 ng I ots making up Crane 
Cretk State Park has at times 1~ May taken on the look of rush hour of any metropolis. Maybe this 
isn .. t a good aulogy: those in rush hour traific are paying for highway upkeep, the bir·d€'rs 
traveling the trail can ··t say the same. Here comes what is in a name and where does the credit 
btlong. 

In the early 1950's Hagee Marsh was acquired by the Ohio Division ot Wildlife through the use 
of monies fran the federa.I Pittma.n-Robertson Act. This a.ct placed an exci ·Ee tax on firearms and 
a11111unition and earmarked if for return to the states tor wildlife management purposes. The highl y 
valuable habitat preferred by migrating passerines not only included the present trail but also the 
outer ridge a.nd swampy area in between. In the mid ll50 1 s the Ohio Div i sion ot Parks and Recrea.tion 
es tab l i shed Crane Creek Sta. te Park fseach on the outer ridge and turned the swampy r·eg 1 on be tween 
1 n to park 1 ng I ots to hand I e the great numbers ot ;w i nvners and pi en i cker ·s attracted to the beach. l n 
adhering to the philosophy of the division the propert y was converted to human recreati on 
sacrificing the wildl i fe values along the way . This i s not an exception but has been and is being 
repeated all over the state. Parks are for peop l e as dictated by t he wi ll of the people. It 1s 1n 
the process oi happening 10 the 80·s at Maumee Bay State Park right now. It 1s not wrong ror it 1s 
what the tax paying public wants. However, wildlife and its habitat are the direct losers. While 
the Ohio Division ot Parks and Recreation was converting the o•Jter r1d•;ie into intensive human use 
hc i lities the Ghio Div1s1on of Wildlife continued to manage the inner r i dge a.long with the rest of 
Hagee Harsh. H trail was developed to allow for the intrusion ot humans into the w1ldlite habitat 
in the small confined ir1ner ridge. Though the 1miense popular·ity of the location a co1Jple of 
decades later was not toreseen it was telt that there was room for minor human use 1n this w1ldlite 
habitat. This illustrates a basic phi l osoph y difference between the div1s1ons of . Wildlife and Park s . 
Wildl i fe lands are developed for wildlife uses and when teas1 ble and ocmpatibte human use i s 
incorporated into the plan. Park ; s lands are developed for human use wi t h wildlife enter i ng wher e 
teasible. 

While the Magee Trail ' s popular i t y has grown over the years and the maintenance cost increased 
as well, a smal l er and smaller proportion of Ohioans have footed the bill for its ex istence. The 
upkeep ot the tra i l has come out ot tt1e budget of the Hagee Marsh Wildlife Area. Th is budget is 
made up from hunting and fishing license fees and taxes on firearms and anvnunition. No genera.I tax 
revenues are involved. Not a single dollar of the Crane Creek State Park budget has euer b~en spent 
on the trail. In fa.ct, as complaints on use and damage to the tra i l hit the governor ' s office 1n 
the i30 ' s, the Parks Division in. letters to the director made it clear that th is was a Div ision ot 
Wildlife problem as it was not a part of Cr-a.ne Creek &tate Park. 
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So what is in a name? Superficially maybe very little. Technically a lot. Should birders 
continue to refer ti:> an area by a name that even the Parks division says doesn't exist and in fa.ct 
have gone out of their way to destroy all equivalent habitat on their adjacent area so that you may 
swim and picnic? It's time that birders and their publications give credit where credit is due. It 
has been the Ohio Division ot Wildlife through the Hagee Marsh Wildlife Area that has developed and 
maintained the trail. Without it there would be no trail and no public birding aru. With no 
special funds available the trail has not reached its fullest potential. Due to a lack of personnel 
for monitoring and a lack of caring by the users the trail is not in the best shape possible. This 
1 s now being addressed by the Div 1 s ion of W i I di ife. Through funds generated , by the Tax Wr i te-otf 
Non-Game Fund plans ar·e now being developed to boar~alk the trai I, to· make it handicapped 
accessible, to make it unquestionable where the trail ends and wildlife habitat begins. So give 
cred1 t wher·e erect i t is due and support the Ohio Div i s1 on of W i I dl i fe through the Non-Game Tax 
Wr i te-otf and refer to Ohio· s showcase of bi rd i ng for what it rea 11 y is-the Hagee Marsh 8 i rd Tra i I. 
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