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The Maumee River Rapids, located primarily between the towns of Maumee and Grand Rapids just 
southwest of Toledo, are often productive for shorebirds in the late sulMler and fall. River levels 
genera l1 y dee l i ne beginning in July and remain l °"' throughout the fall . There are years when river 
levels remain high all SUllVl\er and fall; vir·tually no shorebirds visit the river during these years. 
July 1987 was exceptionally dry in northwest Ohio so the rapids attracted many shorebirds (except 
for three brief periods of heavy rain) during the I ate surmier and fal 1. 

I censused shorebirds on the Maumee River Rapids in August, September, and October 1987. Areas 
surveyed were located be tween the I -475 bridge west of Maumee and Farnsworth Par K j 1;s t west of 
Waterv i 11 e. Al though there are other· rapids farther west at ong the r 1 ver, the area be tween Maumee 
and just upstream from Waterville is the most productive for shorebirds, 

Campbell <Birds of the Toledo Area, Toledo Blade, 1967) 1 ists 29 species of shorebirds that have 
occurred along the rapids over a period of forty yea.rs. ~ong the more unusinl have been both 
godilits, ~. avocet, Wh i mbre 1 , Red pha la rope, and Rutf. Hy census found nine teen species of 
shorebirds, none of which were particularly unusual. See Table 1 for a surmia.ry of species and 
numbers. Other birds of note tound on the rapids in summer/fall 1987 were Snowy egret, several 
Ospreys, Bald eagle, and'- two Franklin's gul Is. 

Numbers of shorebirds peaked in August, declined throughout September, then rose again in 
October with an inf 1 ux of Ki l l deers and Dun l in. By the end of October, few shorebirds cou Id be 
found. This was due in part to departure of most species and in part to high water levels at the 
end of the month. l suspect if censuses were taken in July, good shorebird numbers would be found 
at that time as well, 

The best rapid areas are reached trom U.S. 24 just west of Maumee. Take any side road south to 
the river. Travel along River Road from the I-475 bridge past the town of Waterville. Good access 
sites are at the end of Jerome Road and at Farnsworth Park. Other good areas are reached by 
crossing the river on Rte. 64 at Waterville, then heading west along the river on Rte. 65. 
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Table 1. Numbers of shorebirds on the Maumee River Rapids during Summer and Fall 1967, 


