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NASHVILLE TELEVISION TOWER 
CASUALTIES, 1974 

Bird casualties collected a t  WSM and WNGE television towers during 
Scptcmber and Octobcr 1974 gave the lowest count since systematic collection 
a t  both towers was begun in 1960. A total of 1 2 3  (34 specie<) dead birds 
including parts uf birds that could bc judged to rcprescnt a casualty is 42  less 
than the 1 6 5  collected in 1973 a n d  stands in contrast to 116 collected in 1972 
and F,737 ~ o l i c ~ t c d  in 1968 (Goodpasturc, Mi.yrallt, 1974, 45 ( 3 )  :17-19; Ibid, 
45 ( 2 )  :29-30;  [.askey, M i ~ r a g r t ,  1969, 4 0 ( 3 )  : 2 5 - 2 7 ) .  

Collcction of casu~lties at rhc two towers folIo~ved the same pattern as in 
part ycars: earIy morning daily collection during September and October plus a 
collcction 3 1  August and 1 - 1  1 November a t  WNGE and 1 - 3  Novcmbcr a t  
WSM. 

As in 1973 autumn weathcr front< moved thruugh in even temper without 
notable nocturnal \iolcnce or <tormy force. The timing of movenlents did not 
seem t o  halt or overt.lkc strong nocturnal migratory flights ovcr N;lshvilIe. 
One Blackpoll Warblcr collected a t  WSM 16 October sets a new late fall dacc 
for the specie$. 

Explanation of low casualty lists for 1973 and 1974 clnnot  bc clearly cs- 

rablishcd. Continued obserrntion and comparison wi th  what is recorded in other 
parts of thc conrincnt may help answer qome of the questions that surfacc 
immediately. First, i t  Xoes without saying thnt thc timing and forcc of weather 
fronts influence the prucipit~cion of birds migrating a t  night. A case in point 
as noted by Michacl Bicrly, coordinator of collcction at W'NGE, is the fact 
that  a cold front  passed through N~shvi l l e  innocuously during the d ~ y  of 
1 3  Septcmbcr 1974. O n  the morning of 15 September about 700 dead birds 
were picked up a t  a cower near Decatur, Alabama about 100 miles duc south 
of Nashville. Second, we ask whether fewer birds are migrating as a result of a 
decreasing population overall. If so, fewer birds would fall during nocturnal 
accidents. Long term studies like the Breeding Elird Surveys may eventually 
throw IigIlt on this question. Thcn we wonder whether our pick-up counts are 
distorted ,by an increased number of ~rcdntors  on thc dead birds. Night prowlers 
like .cats and u r l y  morning scavengers like orvls and  crows are known to pick 
up many casuaIty birds fo r  food. A n  incrcasc in the number of cats around 
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WNGE was definitely noted as well as an increase in the number of bunches 
of feathers and parts of birds as left try predators. Robert L. Crawford has 
discussed the problem of predation of dead birds a t  WCTV tower in Florida in 
Bulletin 1 8, Tall Timbers Research Station, November 1974. 

Table 1 records in detail the 1974 casualties at WSM and WNGE television 
towers. The coordinated efforts of the following people make the collection of 
these dead birds a continuing study: Frances Abernathy, Ann Arnett, Sue Bell, 
Michael Bierly, Milbrey Dugger, Clara Fentress, William Finch, Katherine 
Goodpasture, Portia Macmillan, Anne Nichols, Oscar and Margory Patrick, 
Virginia Price and Ann Tarbell. 

3407 Hopkins Lane, Nashville, Tennessee 3 721 5. 

"EAGL'E WEEKEND 1976" 

REELFOOT LAKE STATE PARK 

3 0, 3 1 January and 1 February, 1976 

Headquarters for the weekend will be the Buford Ellington Assembly Hall. 

Friday, 30 January 
4:00-8:00 P.M. Registration, information, sign up for tours, set up dis- 

plays and exhibits. 
8:OO P . X  Orientation 

"A Look a t  Reelfoot Lake" - Tennessee Naturalist Staff 
"Tennessee's Endangered Species Program" - Bill Yambert, T.W.R.A. 
"Reelfoot Lake Federal Refuge" - Wendall Crews 

Saturday, 31 January 

8 :00-9:00 A.M. Registration, information, and sign up for tours. 
9 :  00-1 1 : 30 A.M. Tours to Reelfoot Federal Refuge, Lake Isom, Reelfoot 

Lake by pontoon boat (weather permitting), as well as 
a special tour for photographers. 

9:30; 10:30; 11:30 Movie"TheBaldEag1e"at themuseum. 
1 :00-4:00 P.M. Tours to Reelfoot Federal Refuge, Lake Isom, Reelfoot 

Lake by pontmn boat (weather permitting), as well as 
a special tour for photographers. 

1 : 30-3 :30 9.M. "The Wonder of Birds" a special program a t  the museum 
for amateurs. 

1 : 3 0; 2:30; 3: 3 0; 4:30 Movie "The Bald Eagle" at the museum. 
6:30 P.M. Banquet at Ellington Assembly Hall. 
8:oQ P.M. Speaker 
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ANNUAL AUTUMN HAWK COUNT 

In 1974 the T.O.S. Hawk Count had one of its outstanding years, with 
23,164 Broad-winged Hawks and a record of 369 hours of observation. Our 
five-year average (1970-1974) is 17,731, higher than the total for any of the 
20 years of the project before 1970 except 1968, when the count was 24,036. 
The halfway point came on 20 September, three days early. More than 977% 
of the flight was recorded between 16 and 21 September. 

There were five periods of adverse weather. Adele and Gene West at their 
station near Crossville had the first good count, 15 September, their fifth day 
in the field, but clouds were still heavy over our eastern stations on that day. 
Holston Mt. scored zero, and no one went to the Mendota Fire Tower. Next 
day 4300 Broad-winged Hawks were counted at Mendota under a thin overcast 
which lasted all day. There was almost no wind. For the first six hours the rate 
was greater than 300 hawks per hour, and counting, mostly done by Eugene 
Scott, was dificult. O n  that day also the Wests had 129 hawks under blue skies 
over Crossville. 

Next day, I7 September, was cloudy and rainy over the whole area; flights 
were recorded only in the western part of our range. Then came three days of 
good weather. Five stations reported a total of ten days of outstanding hawk 
counts, including a count of 891 from Mrs. Bell and the Nashville group on 
their lookout at Be1 Air, near Sparta. 

Then on Saturday, 21 September, the weather was again unfavorable. Only 
three stations, all west of Crossville, reported: heavy fog at Bon Air, 12 hawks 
a t  Dunlap, and 65 at WaIden's Ridge. But on Sunday seven stations had counts 
of 390 or more, and with three smalIer counts the day's total was 6696. 

O n  Monday Crossville had its highest count, but the Mendota Fire Tower 
and the HoIston Mountain Radar Dome ,had a combined total of only 24 hawks. 
These three stations, in the order listed, had the most hours of observation in 
1974. Charlotte Finucane provided nearly all the coverage on Holston Mountain 
and had three days with counts above 200, surpassed only by the Mendota 
Fire Tower, with five such days, and CrossviLle, with seven. We have never had 
a 200-hawk day at the Holston Mountain Fire Tower. 

On Tuesday the weather worsened. Holston was blanketed by fog. Cross- 
ville's count was zero, and Lookout Mountain had only two Broad-wings. I t  was 
cold, dark, and windy a t  the Mendota lookout; the total count was 51 Broad- 
wings, just visible through binoculars, in one flight below a distant ridge. The 
sky was all black except for a ,bright blue crescent in the northeast, and it did 
not change while we waited shivering on the lookout for 3 4  hours. Next day 
the weather was good again. Lookout Mountain had 75 0 in two hours, and the 
Gate City Fire Tower had 471 in 3 4  hours. No one was on the Mendota Fire 
Tower. 
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No Duts Obs Hrs Bts t ion  Alt M i d  Sky 
1 9/2 5 2 Elder Ht FT lbtlo s - ~ d - 2  j 
2 4 J 2 E l d e r  Mt FT 1WQ A-3 3 

mite (bk nt FT 1425 3 

5 Holston M t  Rsdar 4000 8-2 2 
6 11 Y ?* 7 m i  N of Cccaavl 1860 SW 5 

16 I 1- Alto. ~emeaasa - S-2 
16 H 1 Chatten-. Tenu - - 

m 1 
w 7 
J 2 

m a 
PO6 8 

a 9 
KL 5 
u 7 : r 

S 
C 6 

86: T 2 
FSY 6s 
n 10 
G 1 

Hiwssie P iv  urea 
7 m l  x or CrosWl 
E l d e r  Ht FT 
Bolston R t  Iledrr 
Wedote P h  TaF 
Fall ork Falls FT 
#hits m k  m FT 
7 mi u of C r a a X V l  
Bell Crk Fells FT 
Bewanem, WM. 
Duolop FT 
7 Pi n Of C r O 9 S V l  
Elohton Ht b d u r  
Fendots BT 
7 mi A of C r M S V l  
Bolaton Kt hdsr 
mdots PT 
mar Bon A i r  TI1 
Ssusma 'l'wnn 

% 20 LO1 2 mito [lsk PT 1425 5-3 3 
35 20 U 5g 7 m i  N of &mevl IS60 BE-2 2 
36 20 1 9 m ~ o t a  PP 3018 6-2 2 

2; $; PI - nemr Ron A i r  !bm laOO b s m ~  fog 
L 3 Dunlam FT 2240 W 4  5 

57 25 D 2 w k o ~ t  ~t ni ~t FT ~s - 
58 25 9 7 P i B O T  

3s Gut. City FT 3303 
61 '26 D 1 h o k m t  M t  Hi Ft pT & - 
62 26 Y 7 7 mi a cu ~ O S M V ~  is6c 
63 26 w 5 Holston H t  mdsr &OW 
64 27 BPS 51 M&ots BT 3018 
65 28 Dl 5 Pull Crk BBlla %T 2026 
66 28 K 10 Signal Pt * I d e n  Rd6 - 
67 28 I1 2 Elder F!t PT lBBD 
68 28 DJCh 2 h o k o u t  I t  Hi Pt BT Ga - 
69 28 Y 2 7 m i  li oi Crossvl l & O  
70 28 B 8 Holston H t  Redsr 4 W  
71 28 7 1  3% h M o t s  lT '1018 

S i W l  Point 
~ l i m r  H t  FT 1880 
7 m i  I of CrOHsv1 1960 
Holaton Ht Radsr 4tKKl 
Wndota BP 3010 
m l i  &k mile  m 2- 
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The 20 hawk counts after 2 1  Septemlxr added only 377 Broad-winged 
Hawks, with a high of 90 at Fall Creek Falls. On 29 September a strong north- 
west wind blasted the Mendota Fire Tower and scattered my data sheets out 
over the trees below. Fortunately, Dick Peake, VSO President, had been keeping 
a separate record. We had 10 accipiters and 8 kestrels quickIy passing close to 
the ridge, Coopers on the south side and Sharp-shins on the north side. There 
was one Broad-wing, flying in the wind like the accipitcrs, ,but awkwardly. 

The other species of hawks were 1.4% of the total, a little above average 
for a season with only I +  hours of observation in October. The count was 327, 
including 67 unidentified. Gmd days for Broad-winged Hawks were not always 
good days for other species. For example, on 18 September the Mendota Fire 
Tower had 2874 Broad-wings, 23 other hawks, and a total of eight species, 
including two Golden Eagles. Four days later the count there was 3647 Broad- 
wings and no other hawks. Eagles were also seen a t  the Fall Creek Falls Fire 
Tower: one unidentified, 17 September, and one Bald Eagle, 22 September, both 
reported by Mary Shafer, and another unidentified, 28  September, reported by 
Lee and Mary Shafcr. Daniel Jacobson reported the only Peregrine. It flew 
within several hundred feet of the High Point Fire Tower on Lookout Mountain. 

The Hawk Migration Association of North America, established in the 
summer of 1974, has issued its first Journal, describing the 1974 fall hawk 
migration. Our T.O.S. stations are in their Southern Appalachian Region. Many 
of our T.O.S. hawkwatchers are members of the HMANA. This new organiza- 
tion should make our hawk studies even more interesting and provide all 
regions the opportunity to learn more about hawk migration. 

KEY TO REPORTERS 

A-Ann Gibson; %Fred Behrend; Bc-Dave Beckner; C 4 h a r l o t t e  
Finucane; C h 4 h r i s  Bayne; M a r y  Bayne; E-Helen Lewis; F-Tom 
Finucane; G--Marion Cunningham; Geo-George Montgomery; Ef-E&e 
Boyd; Gi-James Gilreath; H-Lee Shafer; I-Stanley and Carol Barr; J- 
Daniel Jacobson; K-Ken Dubke; L-LiI Dubke; M-Mary Shafer; Mc- 
Sanford McGee; N-Mrs. Bell's Nashville party; O--Homer and Garland 
Osborne; P-Jim Price; W I b b  Quillen; R-Richard Nevius; %Eugene 
Scott; T-Tom Odom and Tom 111; U-hemuel Jacobson; V-Mrs. Tom 
Odom; W-Adele and Gene West; X-John and Nancy DeVore; Y-Jim 
Gilliarn, Steve Haynes, l h b  Hale; %-Glen ElIer; 71-Roy and Hattie Alien, 
Arthur and Elizabeth Smith; 76-btty Gibson, Richard, Martha, Tommy 
Peake, Tom Finucane. 

Wind data in the table are reduced to the Beaufort Scale: 0 to 6 for 0 to 
24 mph. Sky: o to s stands for nearly perfectIy clear to heavily overcast. More 
complete descriptions of weather are available on the field sheets. 
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1975 SPRING FIELD DAYS 

During h e  three-week period from 19 April to 10 May, observers across 
Tennessee saw about 80% of all the birds which normally -cur within the 
state during the year. The tota! count for rhe spring field days, 216 species, is 
the highest ever recorded during the thirty years in which the counts have been 
conducted. The competitive spirit t h a t  exists among observers across the state 
and within chapters will probably cause the present record to $e broken in 
future years-providing of course that we continue to fight for the preservation 
of habitat which is essential to the existence of our birdlife. 

The Yellow-,headed Blackbird is the most unusuaI species on this year's list. 
As you look a t  the tabulation, pay particular attention to the impressive list of 
shorebirds. 

1NFORhlATION ON THE COUNTS 

MEMPHIS: 27 April-Shelby Forest State Park in the morning, EnsIey- 
Darwin Levee in the afternoon. Ben B. Coffey, Jr., compiler, 672 N. Belvedere, 
Memphis 3 8 1 0,7. 

REELFOOT-I 1 May-Lake County and Western portion of Obion 
County. Memphis TOS, Ben B. CofTey, Jr., compiler, 672 N. Belvedere, Memphis 
3 8 107. 

LAWRENCE COUNTY: 4-1 May-Lloyd Clayton in Western portion of 
County, Charles P. Nicholson and Morris D. Williams around Five Points. 

COLUMBTA: 3-4 May-State Meeting-Field trips into portions of Maury, 
Lewis, and Lawrence County. Field trip leaders: Kenneth Anderson, Ed Byasse, 
Lloyd Clayton, Bill Fugua, Dan Gray, Tom Hendrickson, Olin Hotchkiss, Bed- 
ford Lockridge, George Mayfield, Jr. (compiler-Maury County Hospital, 
Columbia 38401). 

NASHVILLE: 26-27 April-30 mile radius of Nashville; clear, $ 5  to 84' F, 
wind N to S, 1-10 mph. 46 observers in 8 parties and 9 yards. Alder Flycatcher 
identified by song. Frances Abernathy, Martha Allen, Clyde Anderson (com- 
p i l e ~ ~  2 14 McGavock Pike, Nashville 3 72 16 ) , Vivian Anderson, Russell 
Artist, Sue Bell, E. A. Bergstrom, Mary Ann and Roy Broster, Sue Carney, 
Annella Creech, Elaine Dwidsot?, Milbrq  Dugger, Adele Elam, Clara Fentress, 
Evelyn and John EIIis, Bill and Lucy Finch, William Fintel, Me1 Garland, 
Katherine Gdpas tu re ,  Ben Groce, Johnny Herbert, Evelyn Herron, Evelyn 
Holt, Carol Knautk, Margaret Mann, George and Pauline Miller, Fanny Murphy, 
Elizabeth Murray, Marge and Oscar Patrick, Virginia Price, Betty Richards, 
John, Heather, and Natusha Riggins, Ed Schreiber, Bill Scurlock, Ann Tarbell, 
&ssie Walker, Kenneth and Sara Walkup, Miriam Weinstein. 

MURFREESBORO: 26-27 ,April-sunny 80' F; 20 observers. Anne Het- 
tish, compiler, 101 8 Lawndale Dr., Murfreesboro 371 30. 
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1975 SPRING COUNT 

h a 1  h. Cola ksb ~ritl L& Tutl Cmk C b t  Graan Xing B r i  E1t 
C-n -- - - - -  - - - -  +..+ I . - -  - - - - - - -  - - - - . .  
PI.d-bi1lrdCrmb. 4 1 -- 11 2 2 1 I -- I 1 -- -- 1 I 4 
Erea t  B l m  Amron -- 11 -- -* -- 2 1 1 -- Z 1 -- 1 1 -- ++ 

E m u  nmmn 1 U 1 19 19 3 6 ? -- 3 3 -- 2 2 - +  17 
Litkl. 1 1 ~  H.rm, Z 5 - 1 -- -- -- -- 1 .. -- .* +. -- -- 2 

k i u n  Bittern 
Camdm Cooam 
Kmllsrd 
Black Duck 
Bltrrln~ed Teal 

wmric.nul*.oa *- -. -- 2 -- -- -- -- -- 1 -. .. .- -- -- 8 
Y m d  Duck 23 24 -- 17 8 -- 15 2 .- 10 18 -- 11 29 -- 41 
Bingmcked Duck -- -- -- 4 .. +- -+  - - - -- -- - - + 2 
L t s t t .  S u q  -- -.-- 1 . - - -  -- - - - -  2 -- -- 6 -- -. 1 
c-0 Coid.rup -- 1 * .- ,- -- -- -. .- -. .- .. -. .. .. .. 
Buff Imhud -- - - - -  -- -- - - - -  -+ - 1 -- -- -- - - - -  48 
Ruady Duck 5 -. -- -- -- -- +- -+ -- -- -- -- -- -- +- +- 
R O O ~ . ~  mrwmrr * 1 -- -- - . * .- -- -- -- -- -- ** -* -- 
had-br. -- -- -- -- 4 + - -- -- 1 -- -- -. -- -- .- 
Turkey Vultura -- -- 21 43 46 12 14 -- 3 26 3 4 13 A 0 la  

King h i 1  -- *. .. -- -- -- 2 * * 1 -- -- -- -. -- -- 
V i ~ i f i h  &I1 1 - - - -  z - + . . . . - - - - - - . . . . - - - - - .  2 
b r a  1 - - - -  5 . - - - - - - - - -  1 2  - - - -  1 - . a  
-n Gallinutr -- -- -- 2 .- -- -- - . + . -- -- +. .. 1 
~lnari-n Coot 6 2 +- 29 16 2 I2 M 2 1W 16 -- P .. 6 15 

S d p a h a s t ~ d  Plover 
K i l l d w r  
'h.hldQ1 Plover 
Blnck4.1. P ~ ~ Y C C  
~ a r i u n  uwdcock 

Catorm 5nIpc 
spot ted  s*detrmr 
S o l 1 4 r y  Scdp1p.r 
V l l l ~ t  
Grcatrr Y a I l a l g r  

h a u f  Ytllmrlegf 
Pactorrl Sadpdper 
mite-rp. Ssodpipr 
k a r  Sandpiper 
W t t h e r  rp. 

Stilt S*apip . .  -- -- -. 3 -- -- -- -- .- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Smipalr  Sadp i rnr  -- -. -- 15 -- -- -- .- -- -- -. -- -- -- +- -- 
Wsivlm 5,ndpIpcr + -- -- 1 -- -- -- -- -- .- -. -- -- -- -- -- 
vll- '*  Ph*hrq* -- - -- 1 . -*  -- -- -- -- . -- -- + -- -- -- 
n.rris$ c ~ u  -- - - - -  -. 2 - - - -  . * .  - - - - - - * - -  - - - - - -  
Riog-bi1l.d Gull  - -- -- -- 46 .- .. -- -- -- .. -- -- .. -- -- 
a - m r u ' s ~ u ~ ~  -+ -- -- -- 2 .- -- -- - 5 -- -- -- -- -- -- 
P m = s t * r ' s  Tam 3 - - - -  J . - - - - -  6 - - - - . - - - - - - -  
C-n Tern * -- -- * 2 - - - -  -- .- -- -- -- .. - - - -  -* 

C l # p i r n  Ipn -- -- -- -- I -- m e  .. -. -- -- -- -- -- -- -* 
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C-k Chat *ao* -- -- -- 
I S  im 73 
94 4h 291 

2 -- 1 -- -- -- 

SaL CW- ~ a -  Brl eLr -- -- -- -- -- - lo -* 22 23 -- 43 70  77 -- 1 -- 2 1 -- -. -+ -- -- 

I3.nt.m b b a  
A u d h  Plyurrhar  
Aldat T1yCscth.t 
l u s t  F1Jutrh.r 
I.St8Im VOOd - 

-- *- -- 8 2 -- 7 -- 1 11 -- 2 -- 17 --  
4 -- a -- 16 -- 71 I1 33 l h l  

F i d l  C r w  
Olrck-up. Cbickadu 
c.re1im chic- 
T u E t d  T e r n s .  
Uht.4r. U u t h t c h  

w b t . 4  Vir- 
Tal1W-fbf. V1f.O 
S O I i U r y  viroo 
R d *  Vi". 
Phi 14dmlphi. vireo 
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LEBANON: 26-27 April-Wilson County. 

TULLAHOMA: 27 ~~r i l - - c l ea r ,  60 to 84' F. Included Woods Reservoir 
and Duncan Lake. Carroll Barr, Stanley Barr (compiler-Rt. 2, Box 371A-1, 
Estill Springs 37330), Marjory Harper. 

COOKEVILLE: 19 April-wet, cloudy to clear, 50 to 70' F. Beulah Clark, 
Dr. and Mrs. J. 0. Cummins, Ernest Holfiaven, Mr. and Mrs. Frazier jaques, 
William J. Jones, Ray Jordan, Amy Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. T. B. Link, Dr. 
and Mrs. Sidney E. McGee, M. R. Richmond (compiler-s 19 N. Jerrerson, 
Cookeville 38501), Timmy Smith, Roy H. Sullivan, F. R. Totine, Thelma 
Tinnon. 

CHATTANOOGA: 26-27 April-Hamilton and surrounding counties. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Anderson, Gary Baines, Chris Baines, 'Benton Basham, 
Branson Block, Todd Bowen, Jon and Nancy DeVore, Ken and Lil Dubke, 
Chris Haney, Frank and Gloria Hixon, Daniel Jacobson (compiler-P. 0. Box 
6, Wildwood, Georgia 30717), Lemuel Jacobson, Tval Lawhon, Lee Shafer 
Family, Veta Sliger) . 

KNOXVILLE: 27 April-Knox County, partly cloudy, 5 0-82' F. Fae 
Andrews, James M. Campbell, Howard Chitwood, John Elson, Elizabeth Elson, 
James Holt, J. C. Howell, Susan 'Hoyle, Tony h i l a ,  Beth Lacy, Bill McNutt, 
Charles P. Nicholson, Ann Olson, Bill Olson, Holly Overton, J. B. Owen 
(compiler-293 0 North Hills Blvd., Knoxville 37917), Diane Rmk, Paul 
Rook, Polly Ryder, Boyd Sharp, Johneta and L u i s  Smirh, James T. Tanner, 
Nancy Tanner, Bill and Irene Williams, Morris D. Williams. 

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK: 26-27 April. From 
the field notes of James M. Campbell and Morris D. Williams. 

GRlZENEWLLE: 29 April--clear, cool, 60" F. 1 3  observers. Richard Nevius, 
compiler, Rt. 6, Greeneville 37743. 

KINGSPORT: 10 May--overcast, 6 1' F, wind 0-I mph. Roy and Hattie 
Allen, Fred Alsop, Marcia Davis, Barncy, Charlotte, Marion, and Torn Fjnucane 
(compiler-1434 Watauga Street, Kingsport 37664), @rank and Betsy Oglesby, 
Debbie Parerson, John T. Pierce and John, Jr., George Rodgers, Arthur Smirh, 
Lucille Smith, Ann Switwr. 

BRISTOL: 3 May-pady cloudy with rain in the afternoon, 5 6-63" F. 17 
observers. Diane Wilson, compiler, 201 Robin Road, BristoI 37620. 

ELIZABETHTON: 26 A p r i l 4 a r t e r  and adjoining Counties. Clear, early 
morning fog, 45-78' F. Fred Behrend, Virginia Curtis, Martha Dillenbeck, 
HelenhiIl Dove, Glen Eller (cornpik-Rt. 3, Grandview Terrace, Elizaberhton 
37643), Harry Farthing, SalIy Goodin, t ee  and Lois Herndon, Barney K&er, 
Danny Leach, Richard Lewis, Dick Eura, John and Carolyn Martin, Pete 
Range, Jake Slonaker, Alan Smith, Elanore Smith, Tommy and Maxie Swindell, 
Gary Wallace. 
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ROUND TABLE NOTES 

E R L I N  AT NASHVILLE-At approximately 16:OO on the afternoon of 
4 April 1975 1 was in the old Buena Vista Marsh area, alongside the Cumber- 
land River, which is presently undergoing construction for the Metrocenter 
development. A t  that time, you could drive down Tenth Avenue about one-half 
mile to a turn-around. I had done this and was on my way back out of the 
area when I noticed a hawk perched in a small cottonwoad tree (Po@us 
deltoides) along the shore of a small lake to my left, the east side of the road, 
about fifty yards away. I smpped the car and with an unobstructed view of 
the bird with 7 x 10 binoculars noted that it was a small hawk with black bars 
on a long, rounded tail. (I  have since read tha t  the tail is actually black with 
light bars, but, a t  the time, the black was predominant to me so it seemed that 
the tail had bIack bars.) The bird was facing me in g d  sunlight and 1 could 
see the white throat with brown stripes on the white brcast close together and 
more noticeable on the upper breast. The bird did not flush when I opened the 
car  door and I was able to walk about half the distance to it before it hopped 
up about a foot and perched with its back toward me. It was all brown with 
bars on top of the tail also. As I walked cIoser, the bird flew to my left and 
around behind me, crossing the road. It flew very low, four to five feet over 
the land and water, on crooked, pointed wings, steadily flapping. I t  showed 
uniformIy brown on both back and wings. I t  stopped about ten feet on the 
west side of the road. Both times when perched, the bird sat close to the trunk 
of a small tree about halfway between the crown and the ground. 

I turned the car around and drove toward the bird, and it again flushed and 
flew very low over a small rise. I followed on foot a short distance until stopped 
by a canal, but did not see the bird again. Anothcr trip to the area the next 
afternoon aIso failed to produce sight of the bird. 

Before following the bird on foot, I consulted a copy of Bird3 of North 
Amrrira 'by Robbins, er al, and confirmed my suspicion that the bird I had seen 
was a MerIin (Falco colrrmburir~s). The brown plumage indicated that it was a 
female or immature bird. I had just secn a Red-tailed Hawk (Butet, jumaicmsis) 
and a Kestrel (Falco sparvrrius) in the same area and noticed that this bird 
was ,between the sizes of the other two hawks. 

The last Merlin previously reported to the Nashville Chapter's Records 
Committee was in November 1970. 

PAT STALLINGS, 406 North 17 Street, Nashville 37206. 

AVOCETS IN FRANKLIlN C O U N T Y 4 n  19 August 1974 a t  mid-af ter- 
noon while boating on Tims Ford Reservoir, Mr. Charles Cheston, Jean Yeat- 
man, Clay Yeatman, Jean H. Yeatman, and I observed a flock of nine Avocets 
(Remwirostra americana) resting on a grassy sand bar surrounded by water. 
I had become familiar with Avocets on the Bear River Marshes, Utah in the 
summer of 1931. The Avocets' large size, upturned bills, long blue-gray legs 
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and white body with black feathers of the wings bordering a distinct white 
stripe made identification easy. We circled the bar with the boat and viewed 
the birds at a distance of 30 feet in bright sunlight. Most of the birds were in 
fall plumage, with dull white heads and necks, but three showed some rusty 
color on the head and neck. A Forster's Tern (Sterm fosferi) and four Black 
Terns (Chiidmias n i g ~ r ) ,  all in fa11 plumage, were standing near the kvocets. 
Finally the Avocets became disturbed and took wing, flying in low circles with 
necks and legs extended, before realighting on the bar, when we departed. 

Avocets are considered rare migrants east of the Mississippi River. For 
Tennessee, there are twelve fall records and two spring records, previous to 
this report. 

HAW C.  YEATMAN, Biology Department, The University of the South, 
Sewanee 37371. 

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER AT GALLATlN STEAM PLANT--On 13 August 
1971, in order to prepare for the next meeting of the Lebanon Chapter a t  the 
Gallatin Steam Plant, Mr. Bill Sellars and I went t o  the steam plant to final- 
ize arrangements for the chapter visit and to pre-view the habitat. A t  I5 :OO 
in the curve of the largest ash-settling pond we observed with 7 x 25 Jason 
Venture binoculars and 7 x 3 5  Bausche and Lomb binmulare a small shore- 
bird in the company of three Killdeer (Chrdrilcb wciferrs) we had pre- 
viously flushed about 100 yards down the shore. Being uncertain as to which 
"peep" was in our sight, we used a 1lx-60x Swift Tefemaster spotting scope 
on a tripod and kept the bird under continual obsemtion for over 20 minutes 
until we were sure of our identification. The bird was initially about 30 feet 
away from us and by the time we concluded our observation it had moved 
approximately 100 feet away. I t  was observed both feeding and resting. It was 
smalkr than the Killdeers ,but was slightly larger than a Semipalmated Sand- 
piper (Calidris plrsillus) we had observed earlier. It had a rather pronounced 
eye-stripe and brownish upper breast. The back and head were also d&nitely 
brownish. It had a clearly defined white throat and belly and dark legs. The 
following field guides, Peterson, Collins, Robbins and Chapman were con- 
sulted extensiveIy as we rcached our conclusion tha t  the bird was a Baird's 
Sandpiper (CaEidris bairdii) . 

All field guides consulted commented on the "sealy" back of the Baird's 
Sandpiper and similarly all the pictures showed all the other sandpipers as 
having greyer or darker backs. we felt that the brown back of this bird with 
its irregular pattern met the qualifications of a Baird's Sandpiper. We also 
noted that the folded wings extended beyond thc tail. We felt the bird was not 
a Least Sandpiper (Caiidris mittldilEa) because its breast was too distinct, its 
back was too brown and the legs too dark (the Las t  Sandpiper has yellow 
or greenish legs). It was not a Western Sandpiper (Cdid~s mmcri) because of 
the breast markings, the brown head and back and the bill did not droop a t  
the tip. It was not a Whi te-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris f uscicollis ) because 
it  lacked the white rump. It was not a Semipalmated Sandpiper because the 
face pattern and breast markings were too pronounced and too brown and the 
back was too ,brown and patterned. The only other bird it could have been 
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would halve been a Pectoral Sandpiper (Culidris melamotos) which is almost 
the size of a KilIdeer and has greenish legs. The bird we observed was smaller 
and had dark legs. 

As we concluded our observation, we flushed the bird to check its wing 
pattern and rump. The rump and tail pattern was dark bordered in white. 
The wings were brown with a white wing line, visible though not a wing 
stripe. 

Based on a11 our observations and our references we feel certain of the 
identification og the Baird's Sandpiper. Henry Parmer in Birds of the Nashiile 
Area describes the Baird Sandpiper as a migrant and transient visitor and 
show three records prior to 1971. However, a Baird's Sandpiper was reported 
in the Nashville Area on 28 July, 1971. 

&fore leaving Gallatin we called Paul Crawford to inform him of the 
Baird's Sandpiper. H e  did not find the ,bird the next day but approximately 
one week later he also observed a Baird's Sandpiper at the Gallatin Steam 
Plant, 

REV. WILLIAM SENTER, 827 CastIe Heights Ext., Lebanon 37087. 

MIGRATION OF NIGHTHAWKS IN CUMBERLAND COUNTY- 
Many of us have had the experience of observing the Fall migration of Common 
Nighthawks ( C h d d l e s  minor) in moderate numsbers of 100-200, with most 
of them seen in late afternoon. We have recorded most observations a t  our 
home in the country for three seasons, but the quantity in August and Septem- 
ber 1974 and the times of day were so unusual as to  seem worth publicizing. 
Ordinarily, nighthawks are not seen here to any great extent from the time 
of their arrival until August. 

,In 1972 only two groups of more than 100 were seen: 149 on 30 August 
and approximately $00 on 6 September. On the latter date there was a large 
hatch of insects. 

In 1973 we recorded no large groups ,but it was reported by neighbors that 
many passed over during the weekend of 7 through 9 September while we were 
out of town. 

In 1974, activity started on 19 August with two ,birds, followed 'by 141 
on 2 1  August. The following listing gives an idea of their movements aver our 
house between 19 August and 29 September. In some cases, the area covered by 
nighthawks was beyond our view and their density was such that we were 
unabIe to make even a reasonable estimate. 

I9 bug. ( 2 )  ; 21 Aug. (145) ; 22 Aug. (2000) estimated; 23 Aug. (2)  ; 
24 Aug. ( 3 ) ;  25 Aug. (10); 26 Aug. ( 5 0 ) ;  27 Aug. (a few);  28 Aug. 
011:41 CDT ( a  few), dark and cloudy with wind out of S a t  s-10 mph. 10:OO 
( 3  1)  moving W. 12:30 (500) estimated, moving E to  W, probably to miss 
rainstorm over Crossville, not feeding. 12:45 ( 5  00) estimated, moving SW, 
high, appeared to  be circling in thermals. 13:15 (ZOO), low wer  fieId S of 
house, feeding. 1 3 3 2 5  (30Q), moving NW to SW. 11:00 (11, rain. I5:10 ( T O ) ,  



low, rain stopped and sun appeared. 16:05 ( 7 5 ) .  16:lT (451, circling and 
moving N. 16:35 (25 ) . 16:45 ( loo) ,  high, moving NE, large thunderstorm 
to the S. 16:5 I (26) ,  high, moving NE, rain. 17:05 ( 4 0 ) ,  low, moving S. 
17:15 ( 4 0 ) ,  low, moving S. 1 7 2 1  ( 6 ) ,  low, moving S. 17:31 ( 1 1 1 ,  low, 
moving S. 17:45 (281, low, moving S. 18:OO (41), low, moving SE. 29 Aug. 
(IT), feeding. 30 Aug. ( l o ) ,  feeding. 31 Aug. (12), feeding. 1 Sept. (IO). 
2-4 Sept. (3-4), each evening. 8 Sept. ( 3 ) .  10 Sept. (200).  12 Sept. (1) .  
15  Sept. ( 2 ) .  17 Sept. ( 1 ) .  I8 Sept. (24).  19 Sept. (14),  moving N, feeding. 
20  Sept. ( l o ) ,  feeding. 28 Sept. (4). 29 Sept. ( 1 ) .  

The estimated total of nighthawks on 28 August is 2,622. Observation of 
2,000 or more nighthawks in one group or even in one day seems to be rare. 
The only reference I could find to that large a number is of an occurrence in 
the Spring and in the Gulf area. 

MRS. E. M. WEST, Rt. 10, 30x 343, crossville 385F5. 

MIGRATING COMMON NIGHTHAWKS IN WEST TENNESSEE--On 
31 August, 1974, I observed a large flock of migrating Common Nighhawks 
(Chordeites minor) a b u t  8 kilometers northeast of LaGrange, Fayette County, 
Tennessee. The birds were first observed a t  about 6:04 PM, CDT, and watched 
for about 25 minutes. During the time of observation, the temperature was 
approximately 27" C, the sky was clear, and rhere was no wind. The birds flew 
in a south-southeasterly direction, over a forest and then crossing a large 
bottom. As the birds passed over the bottom, which was planted in silage crops, 
some swooped down to as low as 3-4 meters above the field, while others re- 
mained as high as 200 meters. The nighthawks passed by in a broad, undulating 
stream a t  a rate of about 100 per minute, although occasionally they flew over 
faster than I couId count rhem. During the period I observed them, as estimated 
2500 nighthawks flew over. At the time I left the area, the birds were still 
passing aver. 

The following day, 1 September, a smaller, more scattered flock of Common 
Nighthawks was seen approximately 1.6 kilometers north of where the flock 
was seen the previous day. This flock, watched from about 7:15 to 7:45 PM, 
contained about 1000 nighthawks and about 5 0 Chimney Swifts (Chuefura 
pelagic.) . 
CHARLES P. NICHOLSON, University of Maine, School of Forest Resources, 

Orono, Me. 04473. 
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THE SEASON 
FRED J.  ALSOP, 111, Editor 

SPRING MIGRATION: 16 MARCH - I S  MAY 

For the first time in sevcral seasons this Spring Migration report is charac- 
terized by exciting unexpected birds being observed in all regions of the State. 
Many Tennessee birders were in the field and many saw such unusual birds as 
Long-eared Owls near Greeneville and in Bristol; Double-crested Cormorants 
near Elizabethton; a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and Western Meadowlarks in the 
Western Coastal Plain; and a House Finch in the Nashville Area, the wintering 
Black-headed Grosbeak, and a Common Gallinule in the Central Plateau and 
Basin just to note a few. 

There is much useful information in the many nesting spccies reported and 
in the many birds which were banded during this period. The reader is directed 
especially to the Central Plateau and Basin and the Eastern Ridge and Valley 
Regions for rhis information. The numbers of nesting raptorial species is of 
particular significance. Barn Owls nested in the Eastern Mountain Region and 
Black Vultures and American Woodcock nested in the Eastern Ridge and 
Valley Region where a colony of nesting Black-crowned Night Herons was 
located near Knoxville. 

In addition t o  thc nesting birds of prey several Sharp-shinned and Cooper's 
Hawks wcre found in the two central regions, and a Rough-legged Hawk, a 
Peregrine Falcon, and a Merlin werc reported from the Central Plateau and 
Basin. 

Surf Scoters, an American Golden Plover, and some of the few records of 
Evening Grosbeaks and Pine Siskins were reported in the Eastern Ridge and 
Valley; Evening Grosbeaks and Pine Siskins wcre also found in the Eastern 
Mountain Region. Cattle Egrets and a Swainson's Warbler were seen in the 
Central Plateau and Basin. The Western Coastal Plain had a Philadelphia Vireo, 
a Lark Sparrow, and a new locacion for Painted Bunting. 

In addition to  these many unusual sightings there are records of individuals 
which arrived earlicr than previously recorded locally and of those who lingered 
Inter. I t  is a most interesting Season and we thank you a11 for your records and 
continue to encourage you to send your observations t o  your regional compiler. 

The Winter Season rcporr of the Central Plateau and Basin which did not 
appear in the last issue of The Mixrant is included at the end of rhis edition of 
"The Season." 
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WESTERN COASTAL REGION-Many species were exceptionally early. 
Some were early by five days while others were as early as sixteen days. The 
carlier species included the Eastern Kingbird; Acadian Plycatcher; Wmd 
Thrush; Warbling Vireo; Tennessee Warbler; Palm Warbler; Common Yellow- 
rhroat; and the Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Some species were more common than 
usual, such as the Blue-winged Warbler and the Canada Warbler. Readers are 
directed to a previous article, "Yellow-headed Blackbirds in Memphis" { T h  
Migrant, 46:11) regarding the first record of this bird in Tennessee. 

Homed Grebe-Wren: Horned Grebe: 5 and 12 Apr. (2) Darwin ponds 
(BBC), 6 Apr. (2,) H (JL).  These were new localities and the second for 
Memphis and the Shelby Co. area. Pied-billed Grebe: 28 Mar. ( 9  5 )  US 70 and 
Forked Deer, West of Jackson (JL). Yellow-crowned Night Heron: 24 Mar. 
(2 )  mid M (BBC). Broad-winged Hawk: 23 Mar. ( 1 )  SFSP (LC, BBC). 
Bald Eagle: 6 May ( 1  imm.) near Fulton, Lauderdale Co. (BBC). Virginia 
Rail: 26 Apr. ( I )  east M, caught by cat, later released, 27  Apr. ( 1) Darwin 
ponds (LC, BBC, JL) . Semipalmated Plover: I May (2)  Hales Point, Hwy. 88, 
Lauderdale Co. (JL) . Pectoral Sandpiper: 3 Mar. (2)  PF (HD, HSD, M W )  . 
Bonaparte's Gull: 29 Mar. ( 1 )  US 70, W of Jackson and Forked Dew Rilver 
(JL). Black-billed Cuckoo: 23 Apr. ( 1 )  N, of Porter Gap, LauderdaIe Co. 
(BBC, LC). Whip-poar-will: 22 Mar. ( 1 )  OP (BBC). Chimney Swift: 22 
Mar. (1) J (JL) . Eastern Kingbird: 1 Apr. (1) PF (LC, BBC), 17 Apr. (1) 
Darwin Ponds (LC, BBC, AS), 13 Apr. ( 1 ) Pickwick Dam (MFM) , 1  I Apr. 
( 1 ) north end of LauderdaIe Co., ( 1 ) much end of Lauderdale Co. (BBC, LC). 
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER: 8 Apr. (1)  SFSP (RM). Acadian Fly- 
catcher: 19 Apr. ( I )  OP (BBC). Least Flycatcher: 24 Apr. ( 1 )  M (LC), 
5-10 May, M ( B E ,  LC). Red-breasted Nuthatch: 24 Sepr. - 3 May ( 1  ) R 
(EC). Barn Swallow: 23 Mar. (6) SFSP (LC, BBC). House Wxn: 25 Apr. 
(1) M (LC), 27 Apr. ( 1 )  SFSP (LJ), 6 Apr. ( I )  CSP (BBC). Long-billed 
Marsh Wren: 7 May ( 1  ) H (JL) . 

T h h S p a w w :  Wmd Thrush: 3 Apr. (1 ) M (BE, LC), 8 Apr. ( I )  
OP (BBC) . Swainson's Thrush: 12 Apr. ( 1 ) M ( B E ) .  B l ~ e - ~ r a ~  Gnatcatcher: 
23 Mar. (4) SFSP (BBC, LC), 23 Mar. (1 ) C (AS). Solitary Vireo: 10 May 
( I )  west of Fort Pillow Prison, Lauderdale Co. (LC). PHILADELPHIA 
VIREO: 10 May ( I )  Fort PiPiIlow SP (LC), 6 May (1) M (LC), 7 and 10 
May, OP ( B E )  . Warbling Vireo: 1 Apr. (2)  FSP (RM) , 13 Apr. ( 1  ) SFSP 
(LC, BBC) . Prothonotary Warbler: 29 Mar. (1) WNWR (RW, HS) , 6 Apr. 
(2)  H (JL) , 6 Apr. ( 1) Hatchie River and Hwy. 100 (LC, BBC) . Swainson's 
Warbler: 18 Apr. (1) OP (BBC). Worm-eating Warbler: I 0  Apr. ( 1 )  OF 
(01). Blue-winged Warbler: more common than usual, OP, from 7 Apr. 
(BBC) . T~nnessee Warbler: 4 Apr. ( 1  ) M (BBC) , 1 5  Apr. ( I )  OP (HD) . 
Northern 'Parula: 23 Mar. (1 ) WSP (BBC) . Cape May Warbler: 27  Apr. (1 ) 
SFSP (BBC, FM, RW). Yellow-throated Warbler: 22 Mar. (1)  FSP (LC, 
JW, AS). Prairie Warbler: 21  Apr. ( I )  M. (LC), only record this season in 
Mississippi River counties. Palm Warbler: 1  Apr. (2 )  PF (BBC, LC), 21 Apr. 
( I )  OP (01). Northern Waterthrush: 24 Apr. ( I )  OP (BBC). Louisiana 
Waterthrush: 17 Mar. (1)  M (BBC), earliest ever by two days. Kentucky 
Warbler: 7 Apr. ( I  ) OP (BBC) . Common Yellowthroat: 19 Mar. ( 1  ) East M 
(HD) , 17 Apr. ( 1 )  RP and Darwin Ponds ( B E ,  LC, AS). Canada Warbler: 
22 Apr. (1)  OP ( B E )  . WESTERN MEADOWLARK: 23 and 26 Mar. ( 2 )  
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Northwest M ( B E ,  LC), only area record in several seasons. Bobolink: 23 
Apr. (1 1 )  South of Gates, TN (BE, LC). Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 1 Apr. 
(4) FSP (RM), 18 Apr. ( 1 )  UP (BBC). Blue Gmsbeak: 20 Apr. (pair) 
FPSP (ArS, NS). PAINTED BUN2"ING: 24 Apt. Covington, TN (AS), first 
county record. Dickcissel: 9 Apr. ( 1 )  Madison Co. (JL) , 23 Apr. ( I  8 )  South 
of Gates, TN (BBC, LC). Rufous-sided Towhee: 30 Apr. and I May ( 1 ) R 
(MEC). LARK SPARROW: 16 Apr. (1) H (JL) . 

Locatims: CSP--Chickasaw State 'Park; M o v i n g t o n ;  EPSP-iFort Pillow 
State Park; FSP-Fuller State Park; El-Hatchie, Tennessee National Wildlife 
Refuge; J-Jackson, TN; M-Memphis; W 4 v e r t o n  Park; PF-Penal Farm; 
R-Raleigh (northeast Shelby County) ; RP-Riverside Park, south Memphis; 
SE-Shelby County; SFSP-Shelby Forest State Park; WNWR-Wapanocca 
National Wildlife Refuge (extreme Western Arkansas). 

Obserzw~: MEC-Mrs. Ed Carpenter; 0-Ben B. Coff ey ; LC--Lula 
CoiTey; %Helen Dinkelspiel; HSD-Henry S. Dinkelspiel; 01--Oliver 
Irwin; JL-Jerald Ledbetter; FM-Frank MOrney;  RM-Robert McGowan; 
MFM-Mary F. MuelIer; -Harry Sayle; A s A l i c e  Smith; A r S A r l o  
Smith; NSNoreen Smith; M'W-Martha Waldron; RW-Richard Whitting- 
ton; jW-Jeff Wilson. 

MARTHA WALDKON, 1626 Yorkshire Drive, Memphis 3 8 1 17. 

CENTRAL PLATEAU AND BASIN REGION--Grt&e-Tm: Pied-billed 
Grebe: 3 May (2  family groups) MP (TUS). White PeIican: 23 Apr. ( 1 )  CL 
(Rocky Milburn, Sr.). Green Heron: 1 Apr. (1) NA (David Vogt). Cattle 
Egret: 19 Apr. (2) NA (RJM) ; 23 Apr. - 26 Apr. ( 3 )  OHL (W). Great 
Egret: 22 Mar. - 13 Apr. (8 reports). Snowy Egret: 23 Apr. (2) OHL (BF, 
SF). Black-crowned Night Heron: I Apr. (170) BV (MLB, MPS, MLM); 
10 Apr. (225) OHL (BF, SF). Yellow-crowned Night Heron: 2 May (1)  
FP (W). Least Bittern: 3 May ( I )  MP (m). American Bittern: 29 Mar. 
( 1 ) FP (MDW). Green-winged Teal: 14 Apr. ( 7 )  PI? (BF, SF). Budehead: 
2 May (1 ) OHL (BF, SF). Sharp-shinned Hawk: 22 Mar. ( 1) NA (TOS) . 
Cooper's Hawk: 3 records NA; (16-30 Apr., 1 defending an old crow nest) 
B (RH). Red-tailed Hawk: 9 active nests FP (MDW) .  Red-shouldered Hawk: 
8 active nests FP (MDW). ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK: 25 Mar. ( I )  PmP 
(MPS). Osprey: 10 Apr. - 27 Apr. ( 1 3  reports). PEREGRINE FALCON: 
10 May (1) RL (Richard Rimmer). MERLIN: 4 Apr. (1) BV ( W ' S ) .  
American Kestrel: 4 active nests PP (MDW). Sora: 19 Apr. (2) CL (RJM); 
30 Apr. (4) MP (TH). COMMON GALLINULE: 29 Apr. (2)  MI? (TH). 
Semipalmated Plover: 10 Mpy ( 9 7 )  GSP (DC, PC). Baird's Sandpiper: 10 May 
( 1 )  GSP (DC, PC). Bonaparte's Gull: 2 May (2) O m  (BF, SF). Forster's 
Tern: 19 Apr. - 3 May ( a  records). 

N i g b t b m k - F i d :  Common ~ i ~ h t h a w k :  20 Mar. (1 ) NA (RJM) . Chim- 
ney Swift: 24 Mar. (2)  NA (Harry Monk). Least Flycatcher: 27 Apr. (1 
banded) Two jays (John and Heather Riggins). Eastern W d  Pewee: 17 Apr. 
( I ) N A  (Sue Bell), Brown Creeper: 2 1 Apr. ( 1  ) OH'L (BF, SF). Long-billed 
Marsh Wren: 12 Apr. ( I )  CL (RJM). Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 11 May (3)  
RL (MLB) . Yellow-throated Vireo: 30 Mar. ( 1 )  OHL (BF,  SF). Prothonotary 
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Warbler: 2 Apr. ( 1 )  RL (MLB). SWAINSUN'S WARBLER: 10 May - thru 
period ( I )  Shelby Bottoms, NA (MPS). Orange-crowned Warbler: 4 Apr. ( I )  
NA (Ann Tarbell) ; 20 Apr. (1) 0H.L (BF, SF). Ovenbird: 1  1 May (Nest, 4 
eggs) NA (KAG). Connecticut Warbler: 14 May ( I )  MA (MLB). Bobolink: 
7- 1 1 May ( 5 2)  B (Dave Hassler, RH) . ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK: The 
bird reported last season remained until 18 Apr. BLACK-HEADED G R m -  
BEAK: The South Tunnel bird re-ported last season remained thru 21 Apr.; 
l F  Mar. (1) NA (Mrs. R. E. McClain); 26 Mar. (1 banded) N A  (KAG). 
Blue Grosbeak: 1 2  Apr. ( 1 )  Ashland City (RJM). Evening Grosbeak: 14 Apr. 
( I )  N A  (Nelson Elam). HOUSE FINCH: 13 Apr. ( 1 )  NA (UPS).  

Locatims: LByrds town;  FV-Buena Vista; CL-Cheatham Lake; FP- 
Five Points; GSP-Gallatin Steam Plant; MP-Monsanto Pond; NA-Nashville 
Area; OHL--OM Hickory Lake; PP-Pat's Pond, NA; RL-Radnor Lake. 

Obsewus: MLLMichael  Bierly; D G D o t  Crawford; PC-Paul Crawford; 
BF-Bill Fintel; S F S a I I y  Fintel; KAG--Ka therine Goodpasture; RH-Robobbie 
Hassler; TH-Thomas Hendrickson; mM-Margaret Mann; RJM-Rocky 
Milburn; M P S P a t  Stallings; TOSMembers Tennessm Ornithological Society; 
MDW-Morris Williams. 

M ~ R R I S  D. WILLIAMS, Dept. of Zmlogy, Univ. of Tenn., Knoxville 37916. 

EASTERN RIDGE AND VALLEY R E G I O S T h e  spring season ap- 
peared to  be normal. Highlights of the season include a Common Gallinule a t  
Jonesboro; Surf Scoters (details to be pulblished) and a Golden Eagk a t  Chatta- 
nooga; and a Long-eared Owl a t  GreeneviUe. A banding station in Sequatchie 
Valley netted a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Barn Owls nested at Johnson City 
and American Woodcocks were reported nesting in three different parts of the 
region. 

h*MmgiMse*:  Common Loon: 3 1  Mar. (1) ChL (KLD); 16 Apr. (1 )  
BL (ES) ; 16 Apr. (6) NL (DRJ} ; Horned Grebe: last 16 Apr. ( 5 )  BL (ES) ; 
Green Heron: first 11 Apr. (2)  AM (DRJ) ; #Little Blue Heron: 18 Apr. (1 ) 
Da (LSF) ; 26 Apr. (1 ), 27 Apr. (3) Jonesboro (HD, JS) ; Cattle Egret: 19 
Apr. ( 3 )  PSF (JGH) ; Great Egret: 4 Apr. ( 1 ) AM (Ival Lawhon) ; 2 May 
(1 ) ChL (DRJ) ; BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON: 11 Apr. (1) AM 
(DRJ) ; 26 Apr. ( 2 )  KP (RL) ; colony on Pt. hudon Lake at Concord (CPN, 
MDW); Yellow-crowned Night Heron: 5 May (nest, 6 eggs) CH (DRJ); 
Least Bittern: 10 May (1) AM (DRJ) ; American Bittern: I Apr. (1) AIM 
(JGH) ; 12 Apr. ( I )  SeV (LSE) ; 20 Apr. ( 1 )  AM (DRJ) ; 20-26 Apr. (2) 
AS (GE, HF); Mallard: 20 Apr. ( 3  nests) AM (DRJ); Gadwall: 17 Apr. 
(50) NL (KLD) ; Green-winged Teal: last 16 Apr. (2 )  BL (ES) ; Wood Duck: 
22 Mar. (adult on nest) SeV (LSF) ; Redhead: 17 Mar. (80)  BWP (KLD) ; 
Canvasback: 17 Mar. ( I )  BWP (KLD); Greater Scaup: 2 Apr. ( 1 5 )  SB 
(KLD); SURF SCOTER: 11 May (2)  5B I U D ,  AG, e t  al); Ruddy Duck: 
18 Apr. (10) K (JGH, CPN); Red-breasted Merganser: 17 Mar. ( 1 2 0 )  ChL 
(KLD); 18  Apr. (10) K (CPN, JGH). 

V d h r c - H w k :  Turkey Vulture: 22 Mar. (migrating flock of 3 5 ) Hamblen 
Co. (FPA, GM, CPN, JBO); Black Vulture: (2  nests with 2 young, 1 nest 
with 1 young) Chatt. area (GLB, DRJ, Jay Clark); Sharp-shinned Hawk: 
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Tbru&-Spurrww: Hermit Thrush: last 27 Apr. (1) Tracy City (DRJ) ; 
Swainson's Thrush: 14 May (2, banded) DL  (BB) ; Veery: 27 Apr. (1,  banded) 
Da (BB) ; 14 May (2, banded) DL (BB) ; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 5 May (66) 
TRG (KLD) ; Water Pipit: 19 Apr. ( I  ) SeV (LSF) ; Red-eyed Vireo: 28 Apr. 
(90) TRG (KLD) ; Warbling Vireo: 5 May (1) AM (KLD) ; Tennessee 
Warbler: 5 May (48) TRG (KLD ) ; ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER: 
22 Apr. ( I )  JC (MD, SG); Nashville Warbler: 5 May (2)  TRG (KLD) ; 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: 11 May ( 1 ) Lookout Mtn., Ga. (GLB) ; North- 
ern Waterthrush: 26 Apr. (1 0, banded) Da (BB) ; Louisiana Waterthrush: 
first 22 Mar. (1 )  Da (LSF); MOURNING WARBLER: 10 May ( I ,  bandcd) 
Da (BB); Canada Warbler: 14 May (2, banded) DL (BB); American Red- 
start: 28 Apr., I May (40) TRG (KLD) ; Bobolink: 12 May (200) HRA 
(KLD) ; Northern Oriole: 28 Apr. ( I )  TRG (KLD) ; Rusty Blackbird: 20-26 
Apr. ( 12-1 5 ) AS (GE, HF, et al) ; Blue Grosbeak: first 20 Apr. (1 ) AS (GE, 
HF); EVENING GROSBEAK: 16 Mar. (2)  Da (LSF); 22 Apr. ( I )  JC 
(PR) ; Purple Finch: last 27 Apr. ( 8 )  K (FPA, CPN, MDW) ; PINE SISKIN: 
22 Mar. (2)  CH (AG) ; 12 Apr. (1) K (JGH) ; Savannah Sparrow: last 9 
May (2 )  SB (LD) ; Grasshopper Sparrow: 4 May (6) SeV (BB, DRJ, JBB) ; 
Fox Sparrow: last 26 Apr. (2 )  AS (Virginia Curtiss); Lincoln's Sparrow: 
6 May (1 ,  banded) Da (BB) ; 10 May (1, banded) Da (BB) . 

Locations: AIM-Alcoa Marsh; AM-Amnicola Marsh; AS-Austin Springs; 
BL-Boone Lake; BWP-bker  T. Washington State Park; CJj-Chickamauga 
Battlefield, GA; CC-Campbell  County; CH--Chattanooga Area; ChL- 
Chickamauga Lake; CL--Cove Lake; Da-Daus; DL-Dunlap; HRA-Hia- 
wassee River Area; JC-Johnson City; K-Knoxville; KP-Kingsport; NL- 
Nickajack Lake; PSF-U. T. Plant Science Farm; R C e R o a n e  County; 5% 
Savannah Bay; SeV-Sequatchie Valley; TRG-Tennessee River Gorge; WW- 
Wildwood, Ga. 

Observers: FPA-Fae P. Andrews; B L B e n t o n  Basham; G L M a r y  L. 
Bayne; J B G J .  Branson Block; M L M a r t h a  Dillenbeck; H M e l e n h i l l  
Dove; KLD-Ken and Lil Dubke; -Ken Dubke; LD--Lil Dubke; GE- 
Glen Eller; HF-Harry Farthing; AG--Ann Gibson; SG-Sall y Goodin; 
BRH-Beth R. Hinton; JGH-James G. Holt; JCH-J. C. Howell; DRJ- 
Daniel R. Jacobson; RL-Richard Lewis; DJL-Dick and Joyce Lura; GM- 
Gary Muffley; CPN--Charles P. Nicholson; JBO--J. B. Owen; PR-Pete 
Range; E G E d  Schell; LSF-Lee Shafer Family; J S J a k e  SIonaker; ETOS- 
Elizabethton TOS; MDW-Morris D. Williams. 

DANIEL R. JACOBSON, P. 0.30~ 6, Wildwood, GA 3 0757. 

EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION-The weather during the last half of 
March was wet and warm. The entire month of March had more than double 
the normal amount of rainfall. The month of April was normal in all aspects. 
The first half of May was wetter than usual with rain falling on 9 out of the 
first 15 days. Although the weather was wetter than usual, it did not seem 
to affect the nesting species. No heavy migration waves were observed and we 
had very few ~ n u s w l  sightings reported. 

Lmm-Gr~Il: Common Loon: last seen 9 May ( 1 )  WatL (LRH) .  DOUBLE- 
CRESTED CORMORANT: 11. May (4 )  WatL (PR). Green Heron: first 
returned 16 April ( 1 ) HS (GW) . Yellow-crowned Night Heron: 26 April ( 1 
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adult) HS (GW) . Northern Shoveler: 30 March ( ? ) WatL (GE) . Ring-necked 
'Duck: last seen 26 April ( 2 )  Wag Is (GW). Bufflehead: last seen 12 May 
( 3 )  WjbL (GE) . Rcd-breasted Merganser: 16 March (17) WatL (PR) . Black 
Vulture: 14 April ( 1 ) SE.  Johns pond (MD) . Sharp-shinned Hawk 23 March 
(1)  RM (GW). Cooper's Hawk: 30 March (1) Eliz. (LRH); 26 April (1) 
RM (TMS). Broad-winged Hawk: first returned 15 April (1)  RM (TMS). 
Marsh Hawk: 12-13 April (1)  HC (TMS). Osprey: last seen 10 May (1) 
SV (GW, GE).  Scira: 19 April ( 4 ) ;  26 April (2 ) ;  1 May ( I )  all a t  GLS 
(GW, GE) . Spotted S a n d p i p :  first returned 1 I April (1) SV (LRH) . Soli- 
tary Sandpiper: first returned 20 April ( 3 )  SV (GE, HF) . Greater Yellowlegs: 
first returned 9 April ( 2 )  SV (MD, SG).  Lesser Yellowlegs: first returned 
9 April (1) Wag Is (MD, SG). Ring-billed Gull: 30 March ( I )  near RM 
(TMS) . 

Owls-Virros: Barn Owl: 1 active nest in Eliz (4 young banded 13 May) 
(LRH, GW and GE).  Scrcech Owl: 1 ncst in Eliz ( 2  young banded 2 2  May) 
(LRH). Barred Owl: 26 April ( 2 )  H M  (GW). LONG-EARED OWL: 10 
Apr. ( 1) residential plan rings, Bristol (Diane Wilson). Chuck-wills-widow: 
26 April (1)  Milligan (GE, LRH) ; 1 5  thru 26 May (1  regular) Eliz (GE). 
Whip-poor-will: very early return 3 0 March (1 ) HS (GE) . Red-headed Wood- 
pecker: 9 May (1)  Bri. (DW). Trec Swallow: l r  April (60) SV (GW). 
Raven: 1-3 irregularly on RM (TMS, ES, FWB). Long-billed Marsh Wren: 26 
April ( I )  HS (GW) ; (1)  RC (LRH). Hermit Thrush: last seen 17 April (1 ) 
Bri. (DW). Water Pipit: 23 March (40) SV (GW). WARBLING VIREO: 
26 April ( I )  WatR (GW) ; 10 May ( 1 )  RM (GE, GW). 

W a r b k r s - S / ~ r r ~ s :  Prothonotary Warbler: 7 May (1) Bri. ( JA) .  Swain- 
son's Warbler: 26 April (1) ;  3 May ( 3 ) ,  1 2  May ( I )  RCP (GE, HF, ES). 
Blue-winged Warbler: 3 May ( 1 ) RCP (GE) ; 7 May ( 1 ) Bri. (JA) . Cerulean 
Warbler: 26 April ( 1 )  near RCP (GE, HF) ; 28 April (1) HS (GW, DL). 
Blackpoll WarbIer: 8 May ( 1  ) Bri. (JA). Pine Warbler: thru 10 May ( I )  
WatL (GW, DL). Louisiana Waterthrush: early return 2F March ( I )  Eliz 
(JM) . Wilson's Warbler: 5 May ( 1  ) Bri. (Mrs. J. Cantwell). Rusty 'Blackbird: 
last seen 30 March ( I )  HS (GW, DL). Blue Grosbeak: regular during period 
( 2 )  Eliz (JM) no nest found. Evening Grosbeak: last seen 3 May (4) Eliz 
(GE).  Purple Finch: last seen 26 April ( I )  HS (GW). Pine Siskin: 26 April 
( 1 4 )  RM (FWB). Vesper Sparrow: 26 April (1)  RC (LRH, JM). White- 
crowned Sparrow: Iast sern 2 6  April (1 ) SV (GW) . White-throated Sparrow: 
last seen 11 May (1) Eliz (GE). Fox Sparrow: 18 March (4) HC (TMS); 
7 April ( I ) RM (FWB) . 

Lorufbm: Bri-Bristol, EIix-Elizabethton, G L M r e a t  Lakes Swamp 
(near Eliz) , HC-Heaton Creek (near RM) , H S H u n t e r  Swamp (near Eliz) , 
RC--Roans Creek, RCP-Rock Creek Park (ncar Erwin), RM-Roan Mtn., 
SV-Siam ValIey (near Eliz), Wag I+-Wagneis Island (near W i L ) ,  Wad- 
Watauga Lake, WatR-Watauga Ri'ver, WibL-Wilbur Lake. 

O h s t r v ~ s :  JA-Judy Abbott, F W S F r e d  Behrend, MIX-Martha Dillen- 
beck, GE--Glcn Eller, HF-Harry Farthing, SG--Sally Goodin, LRH-Lee R. 
Herndon, DL-Dick Lura, JM-John Martin, PR-Pete Range, E S E d  Schell, 
TMS-Tommy and Maxie Swindell, DW-Diane Wilson, GW-Gary Wallace. 

GLEN D. ELLER, Route #3,  Grandview Terrace, Elizabethton 37643. 
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WINTER SEASON REPORT (1 NOV. - 1 S MARCH) 

CENTRAL PLATEAU AND BASIN REGION-Loom-Garlls: Common 
Lmn: 21 Dec. ( 2 1 )  Percy Priest Lake (BF). Horned Grebe: 300 wintered at 
Woods Reservoir (Carroll and Stanley Barr). Double-crested Cormorant: 10 
Nov. (1) OHL(BF, SF). WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: 28-28 Nov. (2)  
CCNWR (Sam Barton, TOS). OLDSQUAW: 15 Jan. ( 2 )  MP (TH). 
WHITE-WINGED SCOTER: 17-29 Nov. (2 )  Monterey (BJ) . SURF 
SCOTER: 15-26 Mar. (1)  MP (TH). Turkey Vulture: winter roost of $ 0  
near Ashland City (Rocky Milburn). Sharp-shinned Hawk: I reports during 
period from No. Central Tenn. Cooper's Hawk: 6 reports during period from 
No. Central Tenn. ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK: 9 reports during period from 
NO. Central Tenn. Golden Eagle: 6 wintered in Cannon Co. (FB); 7 Dec. 
injured bird captured near Giles and Marshall County lines (fide MLB); 22 
Nov. ( 2 )  B (DH, RH);  8 Feb. (1 5 )  Dale Hollow Lake (fide DH, RH).  
Sandhill Crane: 1 5 Nov. (40) FC (fide DH, RH) ; 16 Nov. (42)  B (DH, 
RH) ; 6 Mar. (6)  FC (DH, RH) . American Woodcock: 9 Mar. ( I ,  preenting) 
NA (HR, JR) . Spotted Sandpiper: 10 Nov. (1) NA (MLM) . Greater Yellow- 
legs: 18 Nav. (1)  LC (LWC). Bonaparte's Gull: 21 Jan. (6)  MP (TH). 

Dove-Blackbird: Mourning Dove: 2 8  Dcc. (nest, 1 egg),  29 Dec. ( 2  eggs), 
9 Jan. (empty) INA (MLB, Pat  Stalling). GROUND DOVE: 3 and 8 Dec. 
(1)  DRU (Jerald Ledbetter, fide MLB). Great Horned Owl: 3 active nests 
( S  young) FP (MDW). Barred Owl: 2 Mar. (nest, 2 eggs) FP (MDW). 
SHORT-EARED OWL: 20 Nov. (4) (MLM), 7 wintered (MLB) a11 Smyrna 
Airport. LONG-EARED OWL: 22 Dec. - 4 Jan. (-1-3) Cheatham Dam 
((MLB).  Common Nighthawk: 2 Nov. ( I )  N A  (MLB). Great Crested Fly- 
catcher: 8 Nov. (1)  W (FB). Purple Martin: 1 Mar. ( 1  ) N A  (HR, JR). 
Bewick's Wren: 11 Mar. (4) Loretto, LC (DS). Gray Catbird: 10 Nov. (1  ) 
NA (KAG) . Water Pipit: 23 Nov. (60) CCNWR (BC, LC) ; 22 Dec. (40) 
H (BJ); 4 Jan. ( 1 )  Ct (MLB); 28 Feb. ( 3 5 3  FP (MDW). Solitary Vireo: 
4 Nov. ( I )  W (FB). Orange-crowned Warbler: 1 Nov. (1, banded) N A  
(KAG).  Nash'ville Warbler: 9 Nov. (1)  OHL (BF, SF). Yellow-rumped 
Warhler: 9 Mar. ( 1 8 5 )  David Crockett State Park (DS). Chestnut-sided 
Warbler: 2 Nov. ( 1  ) OHL (BF, SF). Pine Warbler: 1 Mar. (1  ) FP (MDW) . 
Palm Warbler: 6 reports during period from No. Central Tenn. Ovenbird: 
7 Nov. (1)  W (FB). Rusty Blackbird: 28 Feb. ( 8 0 )  FP (MDW). 

T ~ g e r - L o # g s @ r :  Scarlet Tanager: 27 Nov. (1, banded) NA (KAGI. 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK: 1 2  Feb. - end of period ( I  imm. male) 
Brentwood (Fannie Murphy). BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK: 2 Jan. - end 
of period (1  imm. male) ST (fide DC, PC). Indigo Bunting: 16 Jan. - 15 
Mar. (1-2)  ST (fide DC, PC) ; 2 2  Feb. ( 1  ) N A  (Louise Jackson). Dickcissel: 
I Nov. - 6 Mar. ( I  ) M (Alberta Spence) ; 10 Nov. ( 1  ) Gallatin (DC) ; 21 
Dec. ( 1 )  H (BJ) ; Mid.-Jan. (1) M (Alice and Claude Stedman) . Evening 
Grosbeak: 7 Nov. ( I )  'W (FB) ; 27 ~Nov. (1)  LC (LWC) ; 27 Nov. ( 2 )  
Manchester (Ethlyn McGee). HOUSE FTNCH: 17 Feb. - end of period ( 1  
male) OHL (BF, SF).  LeC0NTEyS SPARROW: 2 3  Nov. ( I )  CCNWR 
(TOS) ; 6 Dec. ( 2 )  DRU (DC, PC) ; 4 Jan. - 3 Feb. ( 2 )  H (BJ). Vesper 
Sparrow: 22 Dec. (7) H (BJ). Tree Sparrow: 30 Nov. (1 ) NA (n). Lin- 
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coln's Sparrow: 23 Nov. (1) CCNWR (MDW). LAPLAND LONGSPUR: 
22-23 Nov. (25-70) CCNWR (BC, LC, TOS). 

Locafions: L B y r d s t o w n ;  CCNWR--Cross Creeks National Wildlife 
Refuge; CL-Cheatham Lake; DRU-Duck River Unit, Tcnncssee National 
Wildlife Refuge; FC--Fentress County; FP-Five Points; H-Hartsville; LC- 
Lawrence County; M-Murfreesboro; MP-Monsanto Ponds, Columbia; NA- 
Nashville Area; OHL-Old Hickory Lake; ST-South Tunnel; W-Wcmdbury. 

Obsrr~.ers: FIG-Frances Bryson; MLB--Michael Bierly; BC-Ben Coffey; 
LC-Lula Coffey; LWC-Lloyd Clayton; DC-Dot Crawford; K-Paul 
Crawford; BF-Bill Eintel; SF-Sally FinteI; KAG-Kathcrine Goodpasture; 
BJ-Bill Jones; DH-Dave Hassler; RH-Robbie Hassler; TH-Thomas 
Hendrickson; MLM-Margaret Mann; HR-Heather Riggins; JR-John Rig- 
gins; D S D o n  Simbcck; TOS-Members Tennessee Ornithological Society; 
MDW-?irlorris Williams. 

MORRIS D. WILLIAMS, Dcpt. of ZOoloKY, Univ. of Tenri., Knoxville 37916. 

EAGLE TOURS OF REELFOOT LAKE 

Nov. I - March 15 (daily) 

Have you ever seen our national symbol - the Americ~n Bald Eagle???? 
If not, why not come to Reelfoot Lake and take one of our free anto Eagle 
Tours this winter. Tours will be from 9 a.m. - 1 2  noon and leave from thc 
Keelfoot Lxke hirpark Inn. C n  Saturdays and Sundays wc will also have  
short tours that will run from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Reservations will be accepted. 

For information, write or call: ReeIfoot Lake State Park, TiptonviEle, Ten- 
nessee 3 8.079. Phone: 901-25 3-7167 or 901-253-7756. 
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INCIDENT OF NEST-SITE RELATED AGGRESSIVE 
BEHAVIOR IN THE FLTCKEK, COLAPTES AURATUS 

Several reports describing the keen competition bctwecn Flickers (Cdaptes 
anratus) and Starlings ( S b r n r i s  vulgaris) for nest sites have been recorded 
(A. C. Bent. 196 1. Life Hisfnrics of North American Wag tails, Shrikes, Vireos, 
a d  Their Allies. U. S.  Nat'l Mus. Bull. 197 ). These reports emphasize the 
aggressiveness and competitive success of the Starlings. Apparently, Flickers 
often excavate holes to be used for nesting only to be driven away by Starlings 
-sometimes repeatedly. Despite the fact  that aggressive behavior is often ex- 
hibited, success for the Flicker is normally achieved through the avoidance of 
Starling-infestcd areas rather than rhrough any type of aggressive behavior. 
Apparently, my actions of 21 M a y  1975 triggered the display of aggressive 
behavior described in the following narrative. 

Activities related to the 21 May incident began in early April when I 
observed a male Flicker excavating a hole in the dead ,branch of a silver maple 
(Acer saccharinurn) while i t s  mate foraged nearby. The maple stands on the 
vacant lot west of my residence which is just north of Ivlurfreesboio. Late one 
afternoon two or three days afterward, Dr. Clarence Greever and I observed a 
Flicker peeking from the hole situated approximately 2 5 feet above the ground. 
The pair of Flickers had apparently chosen the newly excavated hole as a nest 
site. Later when I decided to check on the Flickers' progress, they were not to 
be found. However, I noted some straw protruding from the nest opening. This 
subsequently proved to be part of a shabbily construcred Starling nest. 

At  approximately 11:00 CDT on 21 May, I shot four Starlings on the 
vacant lot adjacent to my home. Included among the dead was the male member 
of the pair occupying the hole previously excavated by the Flickers. Later that 
day around 18:Oo CDT, my attention was drawn to  a noisy commotion caused 
by the arrival of a pair of Flickers. I presumed they were the original Flickers. 

The female Starling circled the vicinity surrounding the nest site emitting 
harsh hissing sounds. Occasionally, she would swoop within a few feet of the 
Flickers, but never physically attacked them. The Flickers gxve no evidence of 
fear, although they watched the Starlings constantly and the female Flicker 
moved alongside the nest opening each time the Starling approached the nest 
site. While this action was taking place outside the nest, the young Starlings 
inside clamoured loudly. 
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Next, the male Flicker entered the nest and a few minutes later managed to 
force out of the hole an almost fully feathered young Starling; the first of four 
which he would eventually eject. The young StarIings apparently offered con- 
siderable resistance to ejection. The removal of all four nestings required about 
an hour. One nesting was particularly difficult t o  remove. As the Flicker a t -  
tempted to push the young bird from the nest opening, the two of them became 
entangled and both birds tumbled to within perhaps four or five feet of the 
ground before the Flicker broke free. The following day, I collected and dis- 
posed of all four nestings. 

Following the expulsion of the young Starlings, the maIe ,Flicker commenced 
to remove, billful at a time, straw and other nest material. Nest cleaning was 
still in progress at nightfall and continued intermittently all of the following 
day. The frrnale Flicker did not participate in the nest cleaning, but entered 
the nest during brief absences of her mate. 

As the nest cleaning of 22 May progressed, several adult Starlings arrived 
and perched on branches near the nest. The number of Starlings varied from 
hour to hour, bur three to five were consistently present. The Starlings showed 
no hostility, but rather seemed to be biding their time waiting for the Flickers 
to leave so they could occupy the nest. The Flickers, however, were cautious 
not to let such an event occur. Each time the maIe left the nest, the female 
waited by the nest opening and immediately replaced the male in the nest and 
remained there untiI the male returned. By 18:00 CDT the Starlings had moved 
out of the immediate area, ending the day's siege. 

At  approximately 19:QO CDT 22 May, I watched the Flickers copulate on a 
branch near the nest and considered the pIeasant prospect of having a brood of 
young YelIow Shafts so near my home. The following day, though, the Starlings 
were back and the Flickers were again cautiously guarding their nest. O n  24 
May 1 did not see the Flickers and have not seen them since. On 2 5  May I ob- 
served a Starling carrying straw into the nest opening and later a pair of 
Starlings occupied the nest site again. 

During the nesting season, pair bonds among avian species are sometimes 
abruptly broken through natural mortality. Following such breaks, the surviving 
mate may be unable to successfully defend the nest. The results of my actions 
of 21 May suggest that the loss of one member of nesting pair of Starlings may 
reduce nest defending capacity by a n  amount sufficient to permit competing 
Flickers to  regain control of a prwiously lost nest site. Control of the nest site 
by Flickers, ,however, appears likely to be short-lived since new pairs of Starlings 
will probably arrive and contest the ownership of the nest. 

Department of F5iology, Middle Tennessee State University, P. 0. Box 578, 
Murfreesboro 371 32. 
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RED-NECKED GREBE SIGHTED ON 
CHICKAMAUGA LAKE 

Upon returning from a trip to Chattanooga on 18 February, 1975, it was 
decided to drive by Booker T. Washington State Park and observe the waterfowl 
on Chickamauga Lake. Upon arriving, we turned into the boat ramp to niake 
our observations. In driving down the incline, Lil noted, a t  a distance of approxi- 
mately 2 1  meters, what appeared to be an unusual grebe. She called this to my 
attention and I casualIy noted the grebe's somewhat larger body, longer, thicker 
neck, larger head and bill, however, upon stopping the car, I picked up my 
7 x 3 5 wide-angle binoculars and started panning for waterfowl to the left. In 
thc meantime, Lil immediately picked up her 7 x 35 binoculars and noted de- 
tails of the grebe, which was on the right. In addition to the a b e  charac- 
teristics, she observed an obvious crescent shaped whitish mark on the head 
that extended from the throat around the back of the cheek to the upper nape, 
and the overall grayish appearance, especially on the neck and side of ,body. 
There was a lack of white on the face, neck and breast rhat could be expected 
in the similar Horned Grebe (Podiceps amitus). Upon the obvious identification 
of the Red-necked Grehe (Podireps g r i ~ e g m ) ,  Lil alerted me to look quickly, 
however, the bird suddenly submerged. We kept scanning the lake and the 
grebe surfaced in a burst of labored energy, only a short distance away. As the 
grebe paddled over the water, it took flight, flying only a few meters above the 
water across the lake. Two conspicuous white patches on each wing were noted. 
Its neck was held down in typical grebe fashion. We were both able to observe 
these field, marks through our binocuIars. 

The light conditions at the time of observation would not be described as 
perfect, however, 'very suitable for the above noted field observation. The time 
of observation was 16:00 hours. The day h3d been generally rainy, misty and 
overcast, with low hanging clouds. The bird was followed from view as it 
flew from only a few meters, to completely across the lake and out of sight. 
As we did not havc a telescope with us, we immediately drove home and re- 
turned to  survey the entire area and found nothing. The next day visibility had 
improved remarkably and we were on the scene again shortly after 8:00 hours, 
to follow up the previous day's observation. Again the bird was not found. 

In order to gain more insight into the above observation and the recording 
of the species, a11 available reference material was checked. I t  was noted that 
Alsop ( 1972 ) listed the Red-necked Grebe in his "Preliminary List of Tennessee 
Birds"; Parmer (1970) records one observation by Albert F. Ganier a t  Nash- 
ville, 1 May, 1920. Both the A.O.U. Check-list (1917) and Palmer (1962) 
note the bird's presence in Tennessee. Lawrence Trabue ( 1965) presents some 
very interesting discussions on the sighting of the Red-necked Grebe in Tennes- 
see. Parmer cites Albert Ganier's detaiIed descrintion from his uersona1 card file 
on his observation of the bird at Radnor Lake, giving description, plumage and 
size. However, the only other apparent record of the species in the state is 
discussed in detail by Lawrence Trabue in his article. I t  appears this bird was 
found on a ~hr i s tmas  Count in 1926, without any details given whatsoever on 
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its rarity. On the same count, a White-eyed Vireo (Vireo g&m) was reprted 
with complete details given. Trabue gives little credence to the observation of 
the grebe and speculates that it could have been a Horned Grebe, which i s  
common in the winter. We agree with his conclusion. The A.O.U. Check-list 
as well as k t  (1919) record the species a t  Reelfoot Lake. We can find no 
record to support this observation. 

The Red-necked Grebe is casually found in the winter along the coast 
with a few records in Florida, so its appearance here was not totally unexpected. 
This observation should alert field observers to carefully observe all grebes. 
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Route 1, Box 134-D, Ooltewah 37363. 

THE SMTY-FIRST ANNUAL SPRING TOS MEETNG 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 

30 APRIL, 1, 2 M A Y  1976 

Headquarters will be a t  the Quality Inn South, East Ridge Exit, 1-75 South 
from Chattanooga. Make reservations directly m Quality IM South, East Ridge, 
for special rates. Additional information will be sent out well in advance by the 
host chapter Chattanooga. If further detaiIs are needed contact Ken and LiI 
Dubke, lRoute 1, Box 134-D, Ooltewah, TN 373 63. 
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BIRD FINDING IN TENNESSEE 
SAVANNAH BAY 

One of the f i n s t  for a variety of birds in Hamilton County is an area we 
locally call Savannah Bay. I t  is reached from Chattanooga by traveling 1-71 
North, approximately 16 miles, to Ooltewah Exit, drive under Freeway, turn 
right onto Snow Hill Road, continue approximately 4 miles ( a  silo and barn 
on left, also sign Providence Baptist Church) turn right on Roy Lane. 

In fact we were so attracted to the location that we bought land and built 
our home on the south end of tfie Bay. We moved into our home 17 July, 1974. 
The house faces north with a different view from each window: White Oak 
Mountain, brushy areas, grass and lake, and with winter lake draw-down, exten- 
sive mud flats. TVA fills the lake to full pool by mid-April and lowers tfie 
level to mud flats by October. This enables us to conveniently observe feeding 
waterfowl, shorebirds and herons in the winter. 

AREA I: With ease, one can look out the window and pan with scope the 
exposed mud in winter and during migration for shorebirds, hawks, waterfowl, 
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gulls and terns. To verify suspected rare or unusual species and numbers, it is 
just a simple matter to waIk to the water's edge. 

AREA 11: This i s  TVA property, it is low, wet and marshy and will there- 
fore have no permanent structure built upon it. Every few years the TVA 
Division of Reservoir Properties, brushes the area down for mosquito control. 
It is in this area that migrating flocks of Orchard Orioles have been found 
consistentIy after the nesting season until the end of August. In 1974 a late 
summer Kingbird roost, with numbers up to 80 was present. Short-billed Marsh 
Wrens have been found during this period. In the winter there is an abundance 
of food for sparrows. 

AREA 111: This is a convenient place to get closer observations of the birds 
feeding on the exposed mud flats. 

AREA IV: Same as above. 

AREA V: This is the north end of the Bay and when the lake is full in 
summer has many Iittle islands which make Yery attractive areas for Wood 
Ducks to feed. Surrounding the area are hedgerows and fields. In 1975 a Red- 
shouldered Hawk was found nesting in the timbered, swampy area. 

AREA VI: White Oak Mountain. To date this area has been explored t o  ;1 
limited extent for woodland species. The mountain goes to an elevation of 1800 
feet and has a fire tower which m ~ k e s  an excellent hawk migration observation 
point. 

Close to 200 species have been found in the area. The unique feature of the 
area is the apparent rich productivity of the flats to consistently sustain a good 
wintering popuIation of 85 to I6T Dunlin, 75 to 10.0 Common Snipe and an 
equaI number of Killdeer. To our knowIedge, and in discussion with other 
active Tennessee field observers, there is no other site in the state that harbors 
such a varied combination of species. 

Route 1,  Box 134-D, OoItewah 37363. 

THE 1975 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY WINTER BALD EAGLE COUNT 

The Tennessee OrnithologicaI Society will conduct a one-day Bald Eagle 
Count on Saturday, 14 February. This count will be held in cooperation with 
the Mississippi Valley Winter Bald EagIe Survey under the direction of Elton 
Fawks. If thc weather is bad in your area the count can be held on I $  February. 
The totals of individual counts should be called in to 1-800-342-8406 on 16 
February. The final report can be mailed later to Bill Yambert, Tennessee Wild- 
life Resources Agency, Box 40747, Nashville, Tennessee 3 72 04. 
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ROUND TABLE NOTES 

WOOD STORK SEEN IN STEWART C O U N T Y 4 n  25 May, 1975, 
whiIe approaching Clarksville, Tennessee, 1.2 miles west of the Montgomery- 
Stewart County line on U. S. Highway 79, Michael Dinsmore sighted a Wood 
Stork, Myct& mncricana, at 09:10 EDT soaring above the highway. Noted 
were the dark head with heavy decurved biI1, white body, black tail, extensive 
areas of black on trailing sides of wings, and Iarge overalI size. The bird was 
believed to be a n  immature due to a predominately yellow bill (Robbins, et al. 
1966. Birds of Nmtb America. Golden Press, New York). I t  soared with its 
neck fully extended and its legs extended past its tail. No other bird looks 
like this in flight. I t  was as Iarge as a Great Blue Heron, A r d ~ a  herodius, but 
this species flies with its neck folded back to i t s  shoulders. It was much too 
large tu be an ibis. 

The bird was observed from below in excellent light, through 10  x 31 bin- 
oculars as it soared overhead a t  a hcight of approximately 2 ?  0 feet for about 
two minutes. It then flew off to the northwest in the general direction of Lake 
Kyle, within the Fort Campbell Military Reservation. Immediately, an hour 
was spent searching for the bird in the area of Lake Kyle with no luck. Several 
return trips to the area on subsequent days also yielded no sighting of the bird. 
The weather was warm and sunny with a slight overcast beginning to build up 
with the temperature in the 70's. The general habitat was one of a rural resi- 
dential farm community to the south of Highway 79 and plantations of Piltzs 
taeda and deciduous woodlands to the north. 

The observer has had previous experience with all common wading birds of 
the Middle Tennessee area, and also with other waders and ibises in Florida. 

The Wood Stork exhibits a rather extensive post-breeding dispersal north- 
ward from its breeding grounds along the southeast coast and in Florida 
(,Palmer, R. S. 1962. Handbook of Nmdh American Birds. Vol. 1 .  Lmns 
through Flamingos. YaIe University Press). The area of this dispersal usually 
includes west Tennessee along the alluvial plain of the Mississippi River, but  
not middle and east Tennessee. Mike Bierly of Nashville was kind enough to 
search back issues of The Migrant and located 7 records of the Wmd Stork east 
of the Mississippi alluvial plain where the sightings usually occur. Two records 
were in 1925 and three were in the 1930's. The two most recent records include 
one near Tullahoma in 191 5 (The Migrant, 26:43 ) , and one near Chattanooga 
in 1966 (The Migrant, 37:82). The present record therefore represents the 
first reported sighting of a Wood Stork in nearly 9 years in Tennessee east of 
the Mississippi alluvial plain. 

MICHAEL 0. DINSMORE, P. 0. BOX 182, Indooroopilly, Queensland, Aus- 
tralia 4068. 

SURF SCOT'ERS AT SAVANNAH BAY, CHATTANOOGA--0n 11 
May, 1975, while panning Chickamauga Lake, Savannah Bay, with a 20x scope, 
I observed two Surf Scoters (Melanitta jerspirillafa). With visiting friends I 
quickly walked down to the waters' edge and under excellent light conditions, 
the sun to the rear, and at a distancc of 75 meters, I could easily distinguish the 
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field marks of a first year male and a fernale Surf Scoter. Of interest, Francis H. 
Kortright (1942, The W k s ,  Geese m d  Swans of Norfb AM~CII, The Stack- 
pole Co., Harrisburg, Pa.), comments that  the main northward flight of the 
Surf Scoter takes plxce along the coast in May. 

In addition to myself, other observers were my husband, Ken, E. 0. Grund- 
set, Roger Woodruff, Gertrude Fleming, Ann and Carl Gibson and others. 

LILLIAN H. DUBKE, Rt. 1, BOX 134-D, Ooltewah 37363. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER SIGHTlNG IN SUMNER COUNTY, TENNES- 
SEE-& 6 June 1975 at about 17:30 CDT, we made a routine check of the 
ash disposal pond at the Gallatin Steam Plant. We listed two Mallards (Anus 
pktyrhynchos) , one Wod Duck ( Aix spomsa) , three Killdeer (CharddPdw 
v o c i f m )  , two Least Sandpipers (Erdlia minutilla) , and twelve Semipalmated 
Sandpipers (Eraxitees mpauillars). Also present were two medium-sized shore 
birds, resting and preening on the ash. One, we first thought, was a Stilt Sand- 
piper (Micropilama &mbnto@s) in an unusual plumage. Later, we decided to 
list this bird "unidentified." We concentrated most of our attention on the 
second bird. Its most noticeable field mark was the orange-yellow of the short 
legs. We then noticed that  the medium-length beak was yellow at the base 
and black a t  the tip. The yellow shaded out to black about midway between 
base and tip. A quick check of Birds of North America by Robbins et al, con- 
finned Dot's suspicion that the only sandpiper with these field marks is the 
Purple S~ndpiper (Erolh mavidhm). However, this bird was brown, not the 
slaty-gray of the winter birds we have seen in Massachusetts. 

The sky was clear and the bright afternoon sun was behind us, affording 
the best Iight conditions possibIe a t  this location. Our spotting scope is a 
Bushnell 20-4Sx. The bird was approximately 100 yards our on the ash. It was 
somewhat shorter but plumper than the Killdeer and was noticeably larger than 
the Semipalmated Sandpipers. The head, back and wings had typical "peep" 
plumage, basically brown. The throat and breast were strongly streaked with 
'brownish and the belly was pale. The bird did not feed or fly while we watched 
it. We swapped the book and the spotting scope back and forth for about 30 
minutes, then went home to call other birders. It was gone the next day and 
was not seen again. 

Obviously, a Purple Sandpiper in Tennessee in June is a very unlikely bird 
indeed, so we checked the references we have on the bird. 

Peterson's A Fidd G d t  to tk Birds, states: "In breeding plumage (rarefy 
seen here) the bird is-browner with a few rusty marks on the back and a 
heavily streaked breast." 

On page 1 52 of Bent's Life HisCoties of North Ammican Shorebirds (part 
one), casual records are listed from Bermuda, New Jersey, Gmrgia, Florida 
(Key Biscayne and Gordon's Pass), Missouri, Illinois, Ohio and Wisconsin. The 
Mssouri and Wisconsin records are spring records. 

There are two previous records of Purple Sandpipers in Tennessee (Tbs 
Migrant 43:62-63). The first record was at  Hiwassee Island on 25 November 
1962 and the second on 8 June 1967 at Bays Mountain Lake. 
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These records seem to indicate that, even though the Purpk Sandpiper is a 
bird of the fa r  north, occasional individuals tend to w~nder  erratically. We feel 
sure that "our" ,bird was one of these individuals. 

PAUL AND DOT CRAWFORD, Route 4, Gallatin 37066. 

BLACK-LEGGED KiTTIWAKES AND LAUGHING GULLS AT 
CH1,CKAMAUGA DAM, CHATTANOOGA--On 7 December 1 97 1, Lee 
Shafer observed on Nickajack Lake what appeared to be 2 adult and 2 immature 
Black-legged Kittiwakes (Rissa tr idacfyfa).  Upon arriving home he immediately 
called Benton Basham, who, the nexr day, drove to the location to confirm 
the sighting. They were not there, however, on a hunch the birds could possibly 
have moved up stream toward Chickamauga Dam he checked that site. His 
hunch was correct, as he found not only the Kittiwakes but also identified 
winter plumaged Laughing Gulls (Lanis atr icr l~a)  . The word quickly spread 
and many people had an opportunity to leisurely view not only the northern 
Kittiwakes, but also the costal breeding Laughing Gulls in a n  unique combina- 
tion of circumstances for our inland location. In addition to the writers seeing 
the birds others included the entire t e e  Shafer family, Benton Basham, Floyd 
Murdock, Fred J. Alsop, 111 and many field observers from across the stntc. 

The 2 adult Kittiwakes were typical winter plumage; black legs, solid black 
wing tips, dark diagonal band across thc wings and dark mark at  base of neck 
in back. The plumage of the two immature Kittiwakes included a dark neck 
band, black legs, black wing tips, terminal black band on slightly forked tail.  
The Kittiwake numbers ranged from one to four, while thc Laughing Gulls 
ranged in numbers from eight to fifteen. 

The Kittiwakes were last observed on 1 3  December by the writers and the 
Laughing Gulls on 1 I Decemhr.  

These are further details as recorded in The Migrmlf 43 ( I  ) :21. 

KENNETH H. AND LILLIAN H. DUBKE, Route 1, Box 134-D, Ooltewah 
37363. 

LONG-EARED OWL IN GREENE COUNTY, TENNESSEE-The Long- 
eared Owl (Asio ofws) was observed seven times from 9 March to 25 March, 
1975, a t  Kinser Park adjoining Lake Davey Crockett south of Greenevillt on 
the Nolichuckey River. The first sighting was 9 March 16:31  EDT. Flushed 
from a honeysuckle-overgrown thicket of mixed cedar, pines, and small de- 
ciduous trees, the first owl was sighted flying somewhat in the manner of the 
Chuck-will's-widow (Caprimztlgtis carolinensis) on a short daytime flight. 
During the attempt to sight the first owl, a second owl left the roost and 
alighted near the first owl in an open pine higher on the ridge. At this time 
the owls were identified. The first owl moved away so that only one owl  was 
well observed through 7 x 50 binoculars from $ 0  feet distance by observer 
Royal Beecher Spees (RBS). The owl was more the color of tha t  shown in 
A Guide to  Fidd ldmtilfration, Birds of North Ammica, Robbins, Bruun & 
Zim, 1966, Western Publishing Co., p. 161, than that shown in A Fkld Guide 
to tbe Birds, Eastrrn Land and Wl~fcr Birds, Peterson, 1947, Houghton Mifflin, 
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Plate 39 adjoining p. 150, but sat more erect and trim (feathers close to the 
body rather than "fluffed" with air) than either handbook depicts the owl. 
This was assumed to bc more of an "alarmed" posture than those depicted in 
the paintings. The day was sunny and dear with temperatures in the low 40's 
f o b w i n g  a night in the 20's with light wind and light snowfall. The weather 
preceding the sighting had not been severe in the region at  this elevation. 

The most "whitewash" marked roosting cedar was in a small sink on the 
north side of a low ridge leading northeast from the lakc arcs to higher pasture 
Iand (1247 feet to 1400 feet). This well-used tree was about 25 feet tall, the 
roost being about 16 feet up and about level with the upper south side of the 
sink. Approach was first made up to the Iower north side of the sink from the 
adjoining overgrown field during exercising of a bird dog. The area 'had been 
laid out several years ago as a multiple-stand field practice archery range, 
affording a number of open paths through the area. During the past two years 
there has been construction of recreation facilities surrounding this wmded 
area, including for the past 8 months a goIf course, and perhaps some concen- 
tration of the owl food supply due to movement from these areas to the fields 
adjoining thc wooded areas. The principal sighting area would total some l o  
acres with additional wood lots adjoining in the park and around the lake. 
The attcmpt to get a second sighting of the birds that day with a second 
observer at  1 8 :  1 5  EDT proved fruitless. 

The second sighting was made in the same manner as the first on 1 5  March 
1975 at  18:45 EDT with weather partly cloudy and temperatures in the 40's. 
The two owls were observed to move successively from the roost trees. The first 
owl moved away from the open pine when the second owl moved into the tree. 
One was observed, at  T O  feet, to perch erect on top of a broken tree stem 
and except for the "ears" would havc easily been missed by the observer because 
i t  looked like the end of the stem extended. Observer: RBS. 

The third sighting 16 March I971 was made by s-veral individuals (from 
1 5 :  10 EDT to 16:30 EDT) when an owl perched in a pine on the south rim 
of the sink and all members of the party observed the bird in detail, at  a 
distance of 40 feet, both aided and unaided by binoculars. Weather was 
cloudy with a light breeze and tcmpcratures in the 40's and To's. Members of 
the party were Gary Wallace, Glen Elier, Dick Lura from the Elizabethton 
Chapter, TOS; Helen Spees and RBS of the Greeneville Chapter, TOS. 

On 19 March 1975 10:00 EDT to 12:45 EDT during showery wcather, 
temperature in the $0 '5 ,  a party searched the area with no sightinp. Party 
members were Lee R. Herndon, Martha Dillenbeck, Helenhill Dove from the 
Elizabethton Chapter, TOS; Richard Nevius and RBS of the Greeneville Chap- 
ter, TOS. 

On the fourth sighting 21 March 17: 15 EDT during quiet, sunny, warm 
(60's) mather,  an owl was sighted at  40  feet in a pine thicket 100 feet north- 
west of the sink and six fect above eye level, aided and unaided by binoculars, 
by Helen Reed and Greeneville Chapter TOS members Willie Ruth Nevius, 
Margaret and King Gaut, Helen Spees and RBS. During this observation some 
observers could hear sounds such as those made by a small cat. In Birds of 
E~~slrfrn Nurfb  Alnrrira, Frank M. Chapman states tha t  the note of this owl is 
said to resembie the noise made by kittens.  
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The fifth sighting 22 March 1971 16: 30 EDT with clear sky, light breeze, 
and temperature in the 60's was in a pine tree on the ridge approximately 100 
feet east of the sink roost-tree by a party of Knoxville Chapter, TOS: J. 8. 
Owen, Chuck Nicholson, Fae Andrews, Gary Muffly; EIizabethton Chapter, 
TOS: Lois and Lec R. Herndon, Pete Range, Jake Slonaker; and by RBS. 

The sixth sighting was 23 March 1 8 : 3 0  EDT in the same area with a clear 
day and temperature in the low 70's by KnoxviIle Chapter TOS members: 
Chuck Nicholson, Fae Andrews and Morris Williams. An earlier attcmpt that 
day 16:OO to 17:00 by RBS failed. 

On 24 March 1975 no sighting resulted during a 3-hour morning search of 
the area by Fred Alsop and a search II:00 EDT to 16:OO EDT by Alsop and 
RBS. 

The final observation on thc morning of 2 5 March 1975 was in a pine over a 
"whitewash" approximately 70 feet west southwest of the sink by Fred Alsop 
on a clear, windy day with temperature in the 60's. 

Unsuccessful attempts to observe the owl were on 30 March 1975 14:OO to 
1 $:00 EDT; 2 April 1971 13:OO to 1 ! : 0 0  EDT. 

I t  was observed tha t  the Long-eared Owl was content to be observed by 
persons a t  close range (approximately 25 fcet) but that approach by a second 
person or persons from another direction with the owl turning to watch both 
directions caused the owl to move away. 

All sightings of these birds were within 1 00 fect of the principal roost tree. 
Search of The Migrant reveals no reported sightings of the Long-eared Owl 

north of Chattanooga or east of Nashville in Tennessee. 
DR. ROYAL BEECHER SPEES, P. 0. Box 3 56, Greeneville 37743. 

WINTER TREE SWALLOWS AT SAVANNAH BAY--On 6 January, 
1975, the writer observed a Tree Swallow {lridoprocne hicolor) fly by the 
window of the den of our house on Chickamaugs Lake. The window faces to 
the north, offering a panoramic view of the vast mudflats and grassy area of 
the bay. Regularly, while working a t  the desk, binoculars (7 x 3 1, wide angle) 
are stationed nearby for quick identification of various species as they move 
about. Such was the occasion on the above noted observation. 

The maximum temperature on this date was 56 degrees, with the wind 
blowing in a clcar sky from the SW at 1 8  to 22 mph. Leisure views of the 
white belly and green-black back were made of the bird as i t  hawked for insects 
as close as 50 meters. 

On 21 February a similar observation was made except this timc there were 
two birds and Lil was present to enjoy the observation of our earIy migrating 
swallows. Again, there was unlimited visibility with wind speeds up to 30 ~ p h  
fmm the west and temperature up to 17 degrees. 

On 23 February, 1971, an early Tree Swallow was reported in the same 
area by the author and his wife (The Migrant 44 ( 2 )  :47). The onIy other 
published Tennessee winter record of the Tree Swallows that could be located 
were those discussed by Lawrence 0. Trabue in his article "A Review of Ten- 
nessee Christmas Counts" (The Migrant 36 (2) :36-44). 

KENNETH W. DUBKE, Route 1, Box 134-D, Ooltcwah 37363. 
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BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK IN SUMNER COUNTY, TENNESSEE- 
On 17 February 1975, Carol Knauth had an item about a Black-headed Grosbeak 
(Phr~tcticss melanocejAu~us) in hcr "Wing Tips" column in the Nashville 
Banner. Mrs. Knauth said that thc bird had been coming to a feedcr in Portland, 

Photo by Paul Crnwford 

Tennessee. Since there was no previous record of a Black-headed Grosbeak in 
Sumner County, we were very interested in secing the bird. 

After some difficulty, we located the bird at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Monte Hagan in South Tunnel. Tbeir mailing address is Portland. South Tunnel 
is a village located on the edge of the Highland Rim and is about five miles 
north-northwest from Gallatin. 

We called the Hagans and were told t h a t  the grosbeak was strictly a morn- 
ing bird, usualIy arriving bctween 06: 15 and 06:45 and was rarely, if cver, 
seen after 10:OO.. 

On the morning of 20 February, we went to the Hagan's home at  06:20 
CST. The light was poor a t  this time but a number of birds were alrcady 
feeding at  a hanging feeder and also on thc ground where cracked corn had 
been scattcrcd. Among the birds present were Cardinals Cardinalis r a r d k l i s ) ,  
Dark-eyed Juncos ([linco hyer~~al i s ) ,  Purple Finches (Carfiodacrrs par,b~lrez~s), 
Common Grackles (Qz~iscal?~s qsisczrla), Field Sparrows (SpizrlIa ~ r s i l l a ) ,  and 
Rufous-sided Towhees (Pipilo crythro~bthalrttzts)  . 

At 06:27, the Black-headcd Grosbeak flew in from the thicket tha t  bordcrs 
the Hagan's back yard, lit on thc ground and began feeding on cracked corn. 
The bird fed until 06:44, then flew back into the thicket. It returned for brief 
intervals of fecding until 09:08 and was not seen again that morning. 

The morning was clear and cool and by 08:Oo visibility was very gmd. The 
bird fed a t  a spot about 27 f t .  from the observers and 7 x 50 binoculars wcre 
used. We made the following notes while we watched the bird: crown, dark 
sooty with a paler stripe down the center; pale line over the eye; cheek patch, 
dark sooty as sides of crown; beak, large, pale, with upper mandible slightly 
darker than lower; throat, breast and flanks, yellowish-orange with orange 
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collar extending around back of neck; light streaking on flanks; rump, rusty- 
orange; belly, bright lemon-yellow; wings and tail, black with white markings; 
the wing had a white patch near the fmnt and a white bar farther back. The 
white markings in the wings and tail were especially noticeable when the bird 
was in flight. 

We recognized the bird immediately as a n  immature male Black-headed 
Grosbeak. We had seen several of this species in Colorado and also saw the bird 
in Murfreesboro in January 1974 (Migrant 41:72-73). This bird, and the 
Murfreesboro bird, were quite similar. 

The bird first appeared in the Hagan's yard on 2 January 1971 and was 
last  seen on 2 1 April 1975. Mrs. Hagan, who had never seen a Black-headed 
Grosbeak, identified the bird using only Peterson's "A Field Guide to tbe Birds." 
Its feeding habits were consistent throughout the period and it never Iost its 
shyness, always flushing a t  the slightest movement. We saw the bird several 
times during its stay and it was also seen by several other birders from various 
parts of the state. 

It is of interest to note that there were three additional reports of Black- 
headed Grosbeaks in Tennessee during the time the Hagan's bird was here. The 
first bird was reported in 'klemphis 1 3  January through 19 January. The second 
bird was seen a t  the junction of Collins Road and Tennessee Highway 100 near 
Nashville. Mrs. Robert McClain described it to Katherine A. Goodpasture. Her 
description was a good one and she was able to identify a picture of the bird. 
The third bird was trapped and banded by Katherine A. Goodpasture at h~ 
home on 26 March. The last two locations are 93 air miles apart. 

If we can assume that these four birds are separate individuals, the first 
three months of 1971 produced the same number of BIack-headed Grosbeaks as 
the total previously recorded for Tennessee. 

Possibly, future observations will give an indication as to whether this was 
just an unusual year, if more people are reporting their observations, or if the 
Black-headed Grosbeak is extending its range. 

PAUL AND DOT CRAWFORD, Route 4, GalIatin 37066. 
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THE SEASON 

FRED J. ALSOP, 111, Editor 

What a most interesting l~es t iag  season report! There were many g m d  birders 
in the field and they found many late migrants and stragglers, some wandering 
visitors from farther south, some nesting by uncommon species, and some chal- 
lenging problems t h a t  must wait until a t  least next year's nesting season before 
they can be answered. In addition to the information presented in the following 
pages look at all the things we don't know about the species which frequent 
Tennessee in the summer and make yourself a personal project to add some new 
information about the State's breeding avafauna next year. Find for yourself 
the most exciting ,birding is rqf k r  the spring migration! 

Ospreys were reported from all four regions as late as tL last week of May, 
but there was only one known nesting attempt by the species in the State. One 
pair nested and laid eggs at Reelfoot Lake within sight of the new Airpark 
Motel. In  June the nest was abandoned and the pair was seen to start construc- 
tion on a new nest nearby. Broken egg shells were found in the first nest and 
the second nest was never completed. 

Bald Eagles were seen in the Central Plateau and Basin and in the Ridge 
and Valley Regions in June, but nothing is known of their activities here during 
the period and it may be assumed that they probably came here as wandering 
birds after the earlier nesting season in more southern areas (Florida?). A 
Marsh Hawk was found as late as 29 May in the Western Coastal Plain. 

There were many sightings of Iate shorebirds in all Regions, but they were 
especially noteworthy because of the numbers of individuals and the diversity of 
species represented in the Central Plateau and Basin and the Ridge and Valley 
Regions. The Western Coastal Plain reported a Spotted Sandpiper in mid-June 
and for the third consecutive year there were summer records of Upland Sand- 
pipers at the Nashville airport making the latter a most interesting problem. A 
Common Snipe was found in July in a marsh in Chattanooga and a Northern 
Phalarope was recorded in the Tri-cities area. 

Tree Swallows nested successfully in the Western Coastal Plain and were 
found in July in the Eastern Mt. Region. The last area also reported Pine 
Siskins on Roan Mt. from May through July and Red CrossbilIs in the Smokies 
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in May and June and on Roan Mt. in July. Additional unusual records include: 
a Lesser Scaup and a Black Tern in the Western Coastal Plain in June and 
several new sites for the Painted Bunting in that region; two colonies of Black- 
crowned Night Herons nesting near Nashville, a Waod Stork in Stewart Caunty, 
a Chestnut-sided Warbler in Nashville in June, a Black-throated Blue Warbler 
at Fall Creek Palls State Park in June (nating???),  a Lark Sparrow whose 
attempt to  nest was plowed under, and several locations for Willow Flycatchers 
all in the Central Plateau and Basin Region; in the Eastern Ridge and Valley 
Region there was a nesting Pied-billed Grebe, Willow Flycatcher nests, a Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak on Lookout Mountain in late June, and Bachman's Sparrows 
in Roane County; Willow Flycatcher nests were also reported from the Eastern 
Mountain Region. 

Perhaps the most exciting record for the summer comes from Roan Moun- 
tain for it may prove to add a new nesting species to the State List in the near 
future. Magnolia Warblers, a t  least three singing males, were located there in 
late June and July in the edges of the spruce-fir stands. The birds appeared to 
be territorial, but  the searchers could find no evidence of actual nesting. Perhaps 
next year with greater efforts and some luck this colorful migratory species will 
become Tennessee's newest nesting bird. 

This particular S p a s m  is filled with truly striking information and g o d  
birding challenges for the next nesting season. Your Migrant staff encourages 
you to add your observations to all future reports. 

WESTERN COASTAL PLAIN REGION-The nesting season in West 
Tennessee was marked by a complete run of the Breeding Bird Surveys. Lauder- 
dale County was seIected as the Foray County for 1975 and those observations 
and data will appear later in a special article and the following information 
does not reflect the sightings made in Lauderdale Co. 

The Osprey Nest at Reelfoot in May indicated that the two Osprey were 
incubating eggs, however two weeks later the pair were seen building another 
nest. 

Scaup-Banthg: Lesser Scaup: 6 June (1 male) Robco Lake (BBC, LC). 
&rsh Hawk: 29 May ( 1  female) H, NWR (JL) . Osprey: 22 May (1) H, 
DRU (JL). Black Tern: 15 June ( 1  adult) H, DRU (MLB, EH, BJ). 
GOLDEN PLOVER: 5 July ( 1  full breeding plumage) Miss. R. bar, SW Lake 
Co. (MLB, D J )  . Spotted Sandpiper: 15 June ( 1) H, DRU (MLB) , 4 July (1) 
Miss. R. Lauderdale Co. (MLB, DJ), 5 July (1) Island and ( I )  mainland, 
Lake Co. Tree Swallow: 1s June ( 2  adults, 4 young) H, DRU (MLB, EH, 
B J) . Black-and-white Warbler: 16 June (1 ) SFSP (BBC) . Worm-eating 
Warbler: 16 June ( 1  ) SFSP (BBC), 22 July (1 ) Hatchie R. Bottoms, TN 
Hwy. 100, 3 mi. W. of Toone (EC). PAINTED BUNTING: May-June, 
found at four sites in NW area of city of M and a t  2 other sites, including the 
1974 site, June and July, Covington, TN. (AS, MLB). 

I;ocations: Robco Lak-SW Memphis, H, NWR-Hatchie River, National 
Wildlife Refuge, H, DRU-Hustburg, Duck River Unit, Tennessee National 
Wildlife Refuge, SFSP-Shelby Forest State Park, M-Memphis. 
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Observers: B G B e n  B. Coffey, Jr., LC-Lula Coffq, JL-Jerald Ledbet- 
ter, M-Mike L. Bierly, EH-Ernest Holzhausen, BJ-Bill Jones, DJ- 
Daniel Jacobson, EG-Mrs. Ed Carpenter, AS-AIice Smith. 

MARTHA WALDRON, 1626 Yorkshire Drive, Memphis 3 8 117. 

CENTRAL PLATEAU AND BASIN REGION-b-Tern:  Common 
Loon: 18 May (1) Coleman Lake (Lee Kramer) ; 8 June ( I )  OH'L (BJ); 13 
July 31 July (1-2) Percy Priest (MLB, GJ, MLM). Little Blue Heron: Mid- 
July (20-25) CCNWR (Samuel Barton) ; f reports NA. Cattle Egret: 22 May 
( 1  2)  NA (Dot and George Wodring) ; 7-1 0 June (2)  G (DC, PC, BF, SF). 
Great Egret: 19 July (6) CL (Miriam Weinstein). BLACK-CROWNED 
NIGHT HERON: 22 June (16 nests, 30 young) OHL (BF, SF) ; 3 1 May 
(40-10 nests) BH (MLB) ; 13 July (10 ad., 10 irnm.) BH (MLB, GJ) ; 12 
July (40, mostIy imm.) BV (GJ); 8 JuIy (61) G (DC, PC). Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron: 7 June (2)  Lawrence Co. (Lloyd Clayton, MDW); 22 July 
( I  irnrn.) BV (KAG, MLB). Least Bittern: 1 June (1) GP (DRJ, GB). 
American Bittern: I June ( I  ) GP (DRJ, GB). WOOD STORK: 21 May (1) 
S (Michael Dinsmore). Blue-winged Teal: 7 June (2) G (DC, BF, SF) ; 8 July 
(1) G (DC, PC). Ring-necked Duck: 7 June ( I )  G (DC, 'BF, SF) ; 10-1 5 
June (2-1 M, IF)  G (K, PC). Black Vulture: 5-22 July (10-92 feeding on 
dead fish at farm pond) G (PC). BALD EAGLE: 17-18 May ( I  imm.) CL 
(MD, RJM); 8 June (1) S (BJ). Osprey: 31 May (1) OHL (BF, SF). 
American G o t :  13 July ( I  ) Wilson Co. (Mm, GJ) . Semipalmated Plover: 
1 1 June ( I )  GSP (DC, PC). UPLAND SANDPIPER: f 0 July (1 ) NA, 
Airport (MLM) ; later 2 present thru perid.  Greater Yelbwlegs: 23 July (1) 
GSP (DC, PC, BF, SF). Lesser Yellowkgs: 6 JuIy ( I )  GSP (DC, PC). White- 
rumped Sandpiper: 31 May (25)  CCNWR (James and Richard Holt) ; l o ,  
11, 12 June (10, 32, 11) ; 3-6 July (4-7), all GSP (DC, PC). Baird's Sand- 
piper : 1, 4 June (3 ) GSP (DC, PC) . Least Sandpiper: 2 5 May ( 1 1 8 ) , 12 
June ( I ) ,  a11 GSP (DC, PC), Stilt Sandpiper: 6, 23 July ( I )  GSP; 1 T ,  23 
July (1 ) G (DC, PC, BF, SF). Semipalmated Sandpiper: 8 July (1 I )  GSP, 
and (4) G (DC, PC). Western Sandpiper: 22-31 July 11-12) G, GSP (DC, 
PC), WILSON'S PHALAROPE: 11 July ( I )  GSP, 22  July ( I )  G (DC, PC). 
Herring Gull: 26-31 May (1) OHL (BF, SF). Forester's Tern: 3 July (2)  
OHL (BF). 

Cgckoo-Sparrow: BIack-billed Cuckoo: 3 0 May ( 1  ) NA (KAG) . Whip- 
poor-will: 12 May, nest found, 17 May, 2 young, BS (KAG). Red-headed 
Woodpecker: 7 June (nest, 4 newly-hatched young) FP (MDW). WILLOW 
FLYCATCHER: 1 8  May - 7 June (1) CL (MPS); 20 May (2) BV (KAG); 
3 1 May ( 1 ) Shelby Bottoms, IVA (MLB) ; 22 June (3 )  'BV (MLB) ; 22 June 
(1 ) ACM (MLB) . Olive-sided Flycatcher: 22 May ( 1 ) Radnor Lake (MLB) . 
Tree Swallow: 1 June (1) ACM (MLB, David Vogt). Bank Swallow: 1 2  July 
( 2 )  ACM (RJM). Bewick's Wren: 1 June ( 5 )  UHBBS (MDW); 7 June 
(nest, 5 newly-hatched young, 2 eggs) FP (MDW). hng-billed Marsh Wren: 
26 May ( 5  ) GL (MLB). Short-billed Marsh Wren: 17 May (2) CL (Mm, 
RJM) ; 26 May ( 1 )  CL (W). SWAINSON'S THRUSH: 1 June (1) NA 
(Ann Nichols). SWAINSON'S WARBLER: bird reported last period still pres- 
ent 12 July (MPS) . BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER: 3 June (I ,  seen 
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and heard) Fall Cretk Falls State Park (MCW). CHESTNUT-SIDED WAR- 
BLER: 11 June (1)  NA (John EIlis). H d e d  Warbler: 27 July (nest, 3 
downy young) BS (KAG).  Dickcissel: 8 June (4) GBBS (DRJ). Savannah 
Sparrow: 26 May ( 2 )  C L  (MLB) . Grasshopper Sparrow: 1 June ( I  ) G (3 ) 
UHBBS (MDW); 8 June ( 8 )  GBBS (DRJ). SHARP-TAILED SPARROW: 
17 May ( 2 )  CL (MLB, RJM) . LARK SPARROW: 1 June ( 3  birds, I building 
nest, 8 June, nest plowed up) Viola (DRJ) ; 7 June (1 )  FP (MDW). White- 
throated Sparrow: 1 June ( I )  Smith Co. (BJ). Lincoln's Sparrow: 18 May 
( 2 )  CL (MLB). Swamp Sparrow: 1 8  May ( 2 )  CL (MLB). Song Sparrow: 
June- July ( 1-2) McMinnviIle, W d b u r y  (MCW) . 

Locations: ACM-Ashland City Marsh; BH-Bordeaux Heronry; BS- 
Basin Springs; BV-Buena Vista; CCNWR--Cross Creeks NWR; C L Z h e a t -  
ham Lake; FP-Five Points; G---Gallatin; G B B M l e n  Breed Bird Survey; 
GP-Goose Pond; GSP-Gallatin Steam Plant; NA-Nashville Area; OHL- 
Old Hickory Lake; &Stewart Co.; UHBBSUnion Hill Breeding Survey, 
Macon County. 

Observers: G M a r y  Bayne; MLR-Michael Bierly; DC-Dot Crawford; 
PC-Paul Crawford; BF-Bill Fintel; SF-Sally Fintel; KAG-Katherine 
Goodpasture; G J--Greg Jackson; DRJ-Daniel Jacobson; B J-Bill Jones; 
WM-Margaret Mann; RJM-Rocky Milburn; MPS--Pat Stallings; MCW- 
Mary Wood; MDW-Morris WilIiams. 

MORRIS D. WILLIAMS, Dept. of Zoology, Univ. of Tenn., Knoxville 37916. 

EASTERN RIDGE AND VALLEY REGION-Interesting June records 
include Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and a pair of Red-breasted Mergansers. A 
Common Snipe was seen at  Amnicola Marsh in early July. Knoxville reported 
Bald Eagles, a Common Gallinule, and Bachman's Sparrows. Probably the most 
unusual bird of the season was a Northern Phalarope a t  Austin Springs. 

Since 1960 special efforts have been made to observe the nesting attempts 
of the Osprey in the Chattanooga area. This i s  the first year since then that 
no evidence of a nesting attempt has been found. More time will be spent 
searching for nests next year. 

h o n - H a w k :  Common Loon: 17 May ( 3 )  SB (LD). PIED-BILLED 
GREBE: 30 June (1 adult and 1 young) AM (KLD) ; 12 July ( 2  adults and 
3 young) Chickamauga, Ga. (KD). Little Blue Heron: 13 July ( 3 ,  imm.) CL 
(Gary and Cynthia Muffly) ; 23 July ( 5 ,  imm.) Poe Branch, Daisy (KD). 
Catcle Egret: 15-18 May (1)  JCo (Carol Hall, Anne Koella, Stuart Nelson); 
19 May (1)  SB (KLD). Great Egret: 16 May (2) AS (SG, RL) ; 25 July 
(6)  HRA (KLD). Black-crowned Night Heron: 3 1 July ( I )  NoL (JCH).  
Yellow-crowned Night Heron: throughout period (1, irnm.) AS (GE).  Least 
Bittern: 3 1 July ( 2 )  AM (DRJ). Blue-winged Teal: last 8 June (1) AS 
(GE, HF). American Wigeon: last 21 May (1) AS (GW, DL). Hooded 
Merganser: 19 May (1  ) Chickamauga Dam (DRJ) . Red-breasted Merganser: 
18, 24 June (pair, male believed unable to fly) Clinch River, Mile 66.7 (GM). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: 7 July (1)  JC (Jake Slonaker) ; 2 5  July ( I )  SB (KLD) . 
BALD EAGLE: 2 3  May ( I ) ,  9 June (1)  NoL (JCH). Osprey: last 30 May 
( 1  ) AS (DL) . American Kestrel: 19 June - end of period ( 1-2) CH (DRJ). 
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Ilrril-Pbdarope: King Rail: 7 June (1) AM (DRJ) . COMMON GAL- 
WNULE: 9 June (1 ) NoL (JCH) . American Coot: 26 June ( 3  ) NL (DRJ) . 
Semipalmated Plover: 19 May ( 3 )  JCo (TK) . American Woodcmk: 7 June, 
12 July (1) AM (DRJ). COMMON SNIPE: 10 July ( I )  AM (GLB, DRJ) . 
Spotted Sandpiper: 26  May ( 3 )  CL (JMC, JCH) ; 16 July (1) AM (GLB). 
SoIitary Sandpiper: 7 July - end of perid (1-7)  SB, AM (KLD, DRJ) . Greater 
Yellowlegs: 21 July ( I )  AM (KLD). Lesser Yeilowlegs: 21 May ( 2 )  AS 
(DL); 10 July - end of peFiod (1-5) AM (KLD, DRJ). BAIRD'S SAND- 
PIPER: 1 9  May (1) JCo (TK). Least Sandpiper: I 0  July - end of period 
(1-1 8 )  AM, HRA (KLD, DR J) . Dunlin: 19 May (1) JCo (TK). Semi- 
palrnated Sandpiper: last 8 June (44) AS (GE, HF, RL, DL) ; 25 July (1) 
AM (KLD). Western Sandpiper: 19 May (6)  JCo (TK) ; 29 July (1) AM 
(DRJ) . NORTHERN PHALAROPE: 16, 17 May (1)  A5 (MD, SG, DL). 

T e r n - T h h :  Common Tern: 17 May (2)  SB (LD). Black Tern: 17 May 
(4) SB (LD). Barn Owl: 24, 28 June, 4 July (1) KCo (GM); 27 June ( 1 )  
NoL (JCH); 7 June, 10 July (1)  AM (DRJ); (nest with 3 young) JC 
(Barney Keefer, et al) ; f July ( 3  young, banded) SeV (BB, Lee Shafer Family, 
DRJ). Barred Owl: 27 June ( 3 )  NoL (JCH). WILLOW FLYCATCHER: 
one active nest, AS (Gary Foshie) ; three active nests, Kingsport (Gary Foshie) ; 
23 May, 12 July ( 1 )  AM (KLD). Tree Swallow: 4 August (20)  Norris 
(Frances Olson). House Wren: 1 2  pairs in K area (CPN, BS, et al). Short- 
billed Marsh Wren: 31 July (1) SB (KLD). Swainson's Thrush: last 24 May 
( I )  K (JBO). Veery: 24 M a y  ( 1 )  K (KMS). 

Warb!~s-Sprrows: Swainson's Warbler: 26 May (1 ) CC (JMC, JCH) . 
Blue-winged Warbler: 1,  8 June ( I )  Scott Co. (JMC); I1 July ( 1 )  LM 
(GLB) . Tennessee Warbler: last 27 May ( 1  ) K (EF). Blackburnian Warbler: 
19 May ( 1 )  LM (GL-B). Bay-breasted Warbler: 19 May ( 1 )  LM (GLB). 
Blackpoll Warbler: 2 5  May ( 1 )  K (EF). CONNECTlCUT WARBLER: 18 
&y (1, banded) SeV (BB); 19 May (1) Rmk Springs, Ga. (Roger Wmdruff, 
GL3, DR J). Bobolink: 18 May ( 3  1 )  JCo (TK) . Northern Oriole: 1 June ( 1 ) 
Scott Co. (JMC) ; 9 JuIy ( 2 )  RCo (JMC) . ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK: 
28 June (1) LM (GLB); 30 June (1) K (BS). Dickcissel: IS May, 3 June 
(1 ) JCo (TK) . Grasshopper Sparrow: through season (1) JCa (TK) ; 6 June 
( 2 )  TeIford (MD, SG). BACHMAN'S SPARROW: 18-20 June (1-2) RCo 
(CON) ; 6 July ( I )  Blount Co. (TK) . 

Locations: AM-Amnicola Marsh; A%Austin Springs; CC--Campbell 
County; CH---Chattanooga; C L d v e  Lake; HRA-Hiwassee River Area; 
JC- Johnson City; JCo- Jefferson County;  K-Knoxville; KG-Knox 
County; LM-Lookout Mtn., GA; NL-Nickajack Lake; NoL-Norris Lake; 
RCeRoane  County; SbSavannah Bay; SeV-Squatchie Valley. 

Observers: B L B e n t o n  Basham; G L M a r y  L. Bayne; JMC-James M. 
Campbell; -Martha Dillenbeck; KLD--Ken and Lil Dubke; -Ken 
Dubke; LD--Lil Dubke; G E 4 l e n  Eller; EF-Elizabeth French; HF-Harry 
Farthing; SE--Sally Gmdin; JCH-J. C. Howell; DRJ-Daniel R. Jacobson; 
TK-Tony Koella; RL-Richard Lewis; DL-Dick Lura; GM--Gary Muffly; 
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CPN-Charles P. Nicholson; JBO--J. B. Owen; KMS--Ken and Mabel 
Sanders; B S B o y d  Sharp; GW--Gary Wallace. 

EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION-The weather for the area was very 
hot and dry, which was an an extreme contrast from the previous period's very 
wet conditions. May's total rainfall was I.IO inches with only 1.45 falling 
during the last half of the month. June's rainfall was almost 1 inch below the 
average, whiIe July's rainfall total was the lowest in the past 1 I years. We had 
10 days with temperature over 90' which is very unusual for this area. 

One very important observation coming from Roan Mountain this perid! 
Three singing male MAGNOLIA WARBLERS (not known to nest in Tenn.) 
were found apparently on territory during early July. Although no nest could 
be located this find should prompt more thorough investigation next season. 
Are we really giving these out-of-the-way places within our area all the atten- 
tion that is needed? 

Lm-Swa~loaus: Common Loon: last seen 20 May ( 1 ) Bri (Wallace C d e y  
and Diane Wilson). Bdehead:  last seen 24 May (2)  WibL (RE). Black Vul- 
ture: 10 June (2 )  GSMW (GJ, MEi). Sharp-shinned Hawk: 3 0 May ( I )  and 
4 July ( 1 ) IMG (SG) . Cwper's ,Hawk: 23 May (1 ) TMG (SG) ; 4 June (1 ) 
RM (TMS).  Broad-winged Hawk: 1 active nest on RM p d u c e d  2 young 
(TMS et  al) . Osprey: last seen 28 May (1  ) WatR (GE). Lesser Yellowlegs: 
very Iate date 8 June ( I )  St. Johns Pond (GE). Black-billed Cuckm: period's 
only sighting 22 June (1 ) IMG (SG).  Barred Owl: 1 June (1 ) and 15 July 
( 1 ) IMG ( SG ) ; 8 June ( 1 > GSMNP (G J, MB) ; 1 1 July (2 ) RM (LRH, ES, 
GE). WILLOW FLYCATCHER: 2 active nests in Johnson County found on 
28 June and 5 July (Gary Foshie). OLIVE-SIRED FLYCATCHER: 22 May 
( 1 ) IMG (SG, MD) ; 8 June (1) GSMNP (GJ, MB) . Tree Swallow: 7 July 
( I )  RM (LRH,ES). 

Chickadee-Sparrow: Black-capped Chickadee: 8 thru 11 June (2-7) 
GSMNP (GJ, MB) . Brown Creeper: 9 June (2)  GSMNP (GJ, MB). Prothon- 
otary Warbler: first seen 21 May, last seen 3 July ( I  pair) WatR (LRH, GE, 
GW, D,L) no nest located. Swainson's Warbler: 19 May (1) Rock Creek 
(GW). BREWSTER'S WARBLER: 30 May (1) ZMG (SG, MD). MAG- 
NOLIA WARBLER: 30 June thru 14 July ( a t  Ieast 3 singing males) RM 
(LRH, ES, FWB, GE, RL, AS). Cerulean Warbler: 2 1 May (1) WatR (LRH, 
GW, DL) ; 9, l o  June (1) GSMNP (Gj, MB). Pine Warbler: 10 June (1 
Iate) GSMNP (GJ, MB). Wilson's Warbler: 24 May ( I )  Bri (Anna Cantwell). 
Blue Grosbeak: 27 May ( 2 )  Eliz (John Martin) ; 14 June ( I )  WatR (GE). 
Pine Siskin: 30 May (3 )  ES; 13,  14 June (3-1)  ES, TMS; 2 July (1) J?WB, 
all on RM. Red CrossbilI: 21 May ( I  I )  GSMNP (Larry Gates) ; 23 June 
( 6 - 9 )  GSMNP (Katherine Goodpasture) ; 11 July (1 6) RM (LRH, GE) ; 14 
JuIy (12) RM (RL, AS). Grasshopper Sparrow: 17 May (2)  near Eliz (LRH, 
GW, DL). Vesper Sparrow: 31 May ( 1 )  RM (ES); 21 June (2)  Lake Phillip 
Nelson (FWB). 
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Locat ims: Bri-Bris tol, Eliz-Elizabeth ton, GSMNP-4rea t Smoky Mtn. 
National Park, IMG--Iron Mtn. Gap, RM-Roan Mtn., WatR-Watauga 
River, WibL-Wilber Lake. 

Observers: F W L F r e d  Behrend, -Mike Bierly, MD-Martha Dillen- 
beck, GE--Glen Eller, -Sally Goodin, LRH-Lee I-Ierndon, GJ--Greg 
Jackson, DL-Dick Lura, RL-Richard Lewis, AS-Alan Smith, E+Ed 
SchelI, TMS-Tommy and Maxie SwindeII, GW-Gary Wallace. 

GLEN D. ELLER, Route 3, Grandview Terrace, Elizabethton 37643. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The third edition of BIRDS OF THE NASHVILLE AREA compiled by 
Henry E. Parmer was published in spring, 1975 and should be an invaluable 
reference for anyone interested in the birds of the MiddIe Tennessee area. 

Incorporating meticulously kept records by Tennessee Ornithological So- 
ciety members over a period of many years of reliable observation, the present 
volume has been updated to include further finding since the publication of 
the first two editions. 

Since there is no book excIusively devoted to the birds of our state of Ten- 
nessee currently available, the information on the status of birds, their earliest 
arrival and latest departure dates, where seen and by whom, even in one area 
of the state, should be helpful to many birders. The booklet is avaiIable at 
$1.5 (E (plus 164 postage) to TOS members, $2 to non-members, Box 13 01, 
Nashville, Tennessee 3 72 03. 

OCEAN WANDERERSITHE MIGRATORY SEA BIRDS OF THE 
WORLD. 1974. By R. M. Lockky. David & Charles, Newton Abbot, Devon, 
Great Britain; Stackpole Books, Harrisburg, Pa. 168 pp. $11.00.-This is a 
well written bmk that all bird enthusiasts can enjoy. The author discusses how 
sea birds have adapted to their demanding environment, gives a brief outline of 
their natural history and provides maps of their distribution. In addition to the 
specific coverage of the birds themselves, other topics deal with the evolution 
and adaptations of sea birds, their behavior, feeding grounds, navigational skills, 
and the effects of mankind. The book which is full of up-to-date information 
is well illustrated with eight pages of color photographs, 28 bhck and white 
photographs, 22 maps and numerous drawings by Robert Gillmor. 



PREPARATION OF COPY FOR PUBLICATION 
Tk purpose of THE MIGRANT it the recording of k a t b m  and 

original informarion derived from the study of bids, primarily in the state 
of Temessee or the area immediately adjacent to its borders. Artitla for 
publication originate almost exclusively from 1.03. manbers. 

Contributors shouId prepare manuscripts and submit than in a form ac- 
ceptable to the printer, after editorial approvd Both articles and short notes 
are solicifed but their format should be somewhat dif5aent. 

Some suggestions to authors for t h e  preparation of papers for publicadon 
are given herewith 

MATERIAL:  he-subject matter should d a t e  to some phzx of Tamewee 
Ornithology. It should be original, factual, concise, scicnt&cally accurate, and 
nor submitted for publication ehwhert. 

TITLE: The title should be concise, specific, and descriptive. 
STYLE: Recent issues of THE MIGRANT should be u d  as a guide in 

the preparation of manuscripts. Where more detail is needed reference should 
be made to the Style M m d  for Biologicd Jorrrnak available from the Ameri- 
can Institute of Bi ig ica l  Sciences, 3900 Wisconsin Avenue N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 20016. 

COPY: Manuscripts should h typed double spaced on 83 x t 1" paper 
with adequate margins, for editorial notations, and should contain only entries 
intended for wtting in type, except the serial p a p  number. Tabular data should 
be entered on separate sheets with appropriate tide and column headings. 
Photographs intended for reproduction should be sharp with g o d  wntrast on 
g b y  white paper in black and wbitt (not in color). htructions to the 
editors should be given on o separate sheet. Weights and measurements should 
be in metric units. Dating should be in "continartal" form (e-g., 7 March 
1968) .  

NOMENCLATURE: Common names should be capitalized followed by 
binomial scientific name in italics only after tbe first occurrence in the text 
for both regular articles a n d  Roma TMLE NOTES, md should conform to 
the A.O.U. Check-list 5th edition, 1917 and its Thirty-second Supplement. 
Trinomial should be used only after the speamen has been measured or com- 
pared with typical specimens. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: When there are more than i v e  references in an article, 
h e y  should k placed at tht tnd of the article, otherwise they should be 
appropriateIy included in the  text. 

SUMMARY: Articles of five or more pagca in length abwld be sum- 
m a r i d  briefly, drawing attention to tk main conclusions resulting from the 
work per ford .  

I D E ~ I C A T I O N :  Rare w unusual species ickntikation to be accept- 
able must be accompanied by verifying evidence. Thia should indude: date, 
time, light and weather conditions, exact location, habitat, optical equipment, 
distance, behavior of bird, comparison with other Bimilar species, characteristic 
markings, exptrience of observer, other obsemers verifying observatton and 
reference works consulted 

REPRINTS: Reprints are available on request. Reprint requests should 
accompany article at  the t ime of submission. Billing to authors will be through 
the state T.O.S. Treasurer. 

Books for review and d d e s  for should be submitted to the 
editor. Seasonal reports and items should be forwarded to the appropriate 
departmental editor whose name and address will be found on the inside front 
cover. 
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