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THE SANDHILL CRANE IN TENNESSEE 

Having for some time followed wi:h deliberate interest the accumuiating 
records of sightings of the Sandhill Crane (Grpis canudeasis) in Tennessee, I 
feel reasonably confident the body of data is now sufficient to present in the 
form of a short paper. I t  is my intention, in so doing, not only to present an 
"in toto" listing of the records but also briefly discuss certain questions of 
interest which arise concerning crane movements through the state. Namely: 
span of peak migration periods and flock sizes; the idea of a migration cor- 
ridor; the role weather conditions plays in influencing sightings; the number 
of day versus night records; the question of wintering birds; and sub-specific 
identification. 

By referring to Table 1, I believe the reader can easily see that the records 
fall rather conveniently into three large classes: Spring Records, Summer Rec- 
ords, Fall Records. Some individuat may question the efficacy of placing the 
sightings of 1 June 1931, August 1936, and 1 August 1965, in a separate 
class by themselves but when one considers the time span between these 
sightings and the Fall and Spring migration periods, assignment appears justi- 
fied. I will halve some additional comments on these Summer Records under 
the topic of Sub-specific Identification. Again, referring to Table 1, we can 
see that spring migration appears to be much more abrupt and clearly deline- 
ated. Eighty percent of the spring records fall in the 26 day span from 2 
March to 28 March. The fall migration, on the other hand, appeats t o  be 
more leisurely and drawn out. Seventy-nine percent of the fall records fall in 
the 14 day span from 15 October to 8 December. Like the considerable dif- 
ference between the two migration periods, average flock size for the sightings 
varies to a great degree. Omitting records such as "unknown", "smalI group", 
and "large flock", the 34 spring sightings involved 1,321 birds, while the 37 
fall sightings involved 997 birds. This gives an average flock size for the 
spring sightings of 38.85 birds, whik for the fall the average flock size is 
26.94 birds. Considering the spring and fall sightings combined, we find an 
average flock size of 32.64 birds. 
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From the map showing the location of sightings (See Figure 1)  one can 
see that the line of flight across the state tends to be a dightly diagonal, rather 
restricted, path which might ,best bc considered a "migration corridor". The 
Great Smoky Mountains and Knoxville mark the eastern edge of the corridor 
and Chattanooga and Center Hi11 Reservoir the western edge. The Hiwasscc 
Island area in the south and Byrdstown in the north mark the approximatc 
middle of the corridor with b t h  thcse locations having accounted for a good 
many of the reported sighting. The absence of records from the northeastern 
part of the state (even with T.O.S. chapters in Bristol, Eliubethton, Kings- 
port, and Greeneville), along with the scarcity of records as one moves west 
of the corridor (Henry Palmer, in his Birds of The Nuskville Area, lists no 
records of the Sandhill Crane from reports which go back r 0 years) only 
serves to  highlight the stability of this f l,ight lane across Tennessee. The reader 
should ,be aware that the "corridor" concept only marks an area where most 
sightings have occurred in the past and, in which, one would probably have 
the greatest probability of seeing the species in the future. 

Walkinshaw (1960) states, "We do not know whether cranes f ly continu- 
o u s [ ~  from northern Indiana and southern Michigan to their wintering grounds 
or whether they stop in isolated spots for night roosting. They might stop 
only when weather conditions become unfavorable. I t  does seem as though 
cranes would be observed on the ground more often if they did stop for the 
night. Only occasionally are they seen on the ground." Lewis (1965) com- 
menting on migration through Tennessee states, "The paucity of observations 
is prabably due to several factors. Cranes migrate at high altitudes and would 
not normally ,be recognized from the ground. Walkinshaw (1960) felt that 
the cranes migrate from the Okcfenokee Swamp to the Jasper-Pulaski State 
Game Preserve, Indiana, in a 24 hour flight without stopping cxecept for short 
rests or incIement weather. If they left the Okefenokee at dawn, most of the 
flight over Tennessee and Kentucky would bc a t  night." In light of the records 
presented in Table I, I feel some points in these statements deserve discussion. 
First, i t  is quite evident that cranes do stop within the state and that their 
sojourn, whether a few hours or days in length, is prompted not su much by 
weather conditions but rather by an apparent desire for rest and/or feeding. 
As ilIustration of this point the following data should be considered: 1 Feb- 
ruary 1953 (on ground at Shelby County Penal Farm for &out one quarter 
hour); 4 March 1965 (on ground in field a t  a-bout 1 1 : O O )  ; 4 March 1968 
(on shore of lake a t  Cumberland Mountain State Park, stayed four or five 
days); 9 March 1967 (feeding in farm field); 11 March 1968 (feeding in 
farm field) ; 1 3  March 1939 (feeding in marshy area and adjacent fields) ; 
14 March 196 1 (standing in road) ; I5 March 196 5 (in farm field) ; 28 March 
1968 (feeding in apple orchard) ; 16 April 195 8 (feeding old orchard) ; 22-24 
October 1942 (fed in wheat field for three days) ; 8 November I969  (feeding 
in field) ; 8 November 1971 (on ground in a picked corn fieId) ; 9 November 
1971 (fceding in short grass and shallow water at Savannah Bay); 9 Novem- 
ber 1971 (feeding in grain field at Hiwassee Island) ; 13 November 1967 
(coming to roost on lake shore) ; 15  November 1966 (on ground a t  Plant 
Science Farm) ; and 1 August 1965 (in shallow marsh and mudflat area in 
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FIGURE I - RECORDS OF THE SINWILL CRANE IN TENNESSEE 
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association with Common Egrets (Casnzrrodil~s albzrs), Little Blue Herons 
(Florida rarr~lea) ,  and Great Blue Heron (Ardca h r o d i a s ) .  In addition, Wil- 
liam Allen, former Assistant Supervisor For Waterfowl Management with the 
Tennessee Game and Fish Commission, in a letter dated 24 April 1969, to 
Lovett E. Williams, Jr., in Florida mentions that cranes frequently have 
stopped at the Hiwassee Island area, stayed two to four days, and thcn 
moved on. 

Secondly, we should realize that not "all" of thc cranes lcaving the 
northcrn ,breeding grounds or the southern wintering arcas do so in the early 
morning hours. Therefore, we should, and the records indicate we do, have 
birds coming through the state at  various hours of the day from sunrise to 
sunset. By way of illusrracion it might be simplest to point out that, with the 
exception of the 2 1  October 1968, record a t  Byrdstown, all thc sightings have 
6-en made from the early morning to late evening hours. 

A quick review of the records gives us some examples of the role which 
different weather conditions may play in infuencing sightings of cranes. The 
record of 14 March 1961, was of a crane observed standing in the middle of 
the road near Hebbertsville, Curnbcrland County. The crane had apparently 
lit on the road as a result of a heavy fog which covered the area. The record 
of I r March 1965, was of a flock of cranes numbering 40 to 13 birds which 
had apparently been forced to land in a farm fieId as a result of a suddcn 
snow storm. The writer's sighting of 276 cranes on 9 November 1968, was 
no doubt, in part, prompted by adverse weather conditions at  the time which 
involved storm front activity with a consequwtial low ceiling and fogging 
conditions. Although the exact role played by different weather conditions in 
influencing crane sightings may remain tenuous, certain general patterns do 
emerge. First, extremely scvere frontal systems appear to not only play ;1 role 
in crane movements but also in pushing them down to observxble hcights. 
Secundly, a decrease in ground or upper atmospheric visi,bility, as due to hcavy 
fogs, snow or rain storms, appears to push the migrating cranes down or to 
confuse them considerably. 

We can say with some bit of authority that Sandhill Cranes have wintered 
within the state and that we should not be too surprised to find them doing 
so again in the future. The first wintering record for the state occurred when 
a single crane was observed in the Andrew Jackson Lake vicinity of Knox 
County from 13 November 1959, to 28 February 1960. I t  is apparent that 
during the winter of 1971-72, a Iarge number of cranes wintered in the vi- 
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cinity of the Hiwassee Island State Waterfowl Refuge located a t  the conflu- 
cnce of the Tennessee and Hiwassee Rivers. Thc records of 18, 20, 2 1, 22,  23, 
and 3 1 December 1971, were of groups of cranes seen flying up and down the 
Tennessee River and numbering 1 to 50 individuals. The record of one crane 
on 2 3 Deccmber 1971, were of groups of cranes wen flying up and down the 
Tennessee Risver and numbering 1 to 50 individuals. The record of one crane 
on 23 Decemlber 1971, a t  Fall Creek Falls State Park, slightly due west of the 
Hiwassee area, was probably a straggler from this wintering ppulation. If 
one refers back to Figure 1, it can readily be seen that the migration corridor 
is dotted wi.th six major lakes and countless rivers and smaller streams. The 
Ridge-and-Valley area which curs diagonally from the northeast to the south- 
west across the migration corridor also has (especially in the areas immediately 
adjacent to the larger rivers and lakes) extensive agricultural areas which are 
not generally utilized in the winter months. These areas would provide excel- 
lent kinteri ig conditions. 

The question of sub-specific identification invariably arises when one is in 
an area which has recorded sighting5 for the Spring, Fall, and Summer months. 
I think i t  would ,be judicious at this point, in closing, to present what evidence 
we have, ,both concrete and implied, on this touchy subject. It  has long been 
assumed (for example see Walkinshaw, 1949, 1960) that the cranes which 
migrate across Tennessee in the spring and fall are represenratives of the eastern 
population of the Greater Sandhill Crane (G. c. tabidu) . Until 4 March 1968, 
however, we had no really conclusi~ve proof of this assumption. On that date 
a banded Sandhill Crane was captured on the shore of a lake at ,Cumberland 
Mountain State Park by Senior Ranger E. W d y .  After duly recording, and 
subsequently reporting, band n u m h r  5 09-84803, the  crane was released. I t  
stayed in the area for four or five days and then disappeared. I t  was learned 
that the crane had been banded in northern Florida ,by the Florida Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Comrnissian and was, indeed, a representative of G. c. tabida. 
This might have ended the story, supplying us with our long sought proof, 
but there was more to come. On 10 April 1968, a young gentleman by the 
name of Thomas AlIen Paul, age 12, was mushrooming with his family in a 
field about a miie southwest of Decatur, Michigan (near Mudd Lake) when 
they came upon the body of a crane. I t  still bore its green plastic wing tag 
and leg band and appearcd to have died from natural causes. The reported 
number proved it to be the same bird recorded over a month previously in 
Tennessee. This is only one bit of proof, but it does give us a look at the 
movements of these great birds. I think ir is a fairly safe assumption that our 
spring and fall migrating cranes belong to the tubida subspecies. The three 
summer records present us with somewhat of a more perplexing problem. 
Where did th:se birds come from and what form do they represent, the Greater 
Sandhill (G. r. tabirla) or the Florida form (G. c. pratansis)? Let's look at 
the records individually. In reporting she record of 1 June 1935, both Dr. 
Butts (1936) and Allbert Ganier (Editor's Note) felt the bird was probably 
of the Florida form (G. c. patensis), but failed to offer any specific evidence 
thereof. I have talked with Dr. Butts concerning the specimen and he relates 
it was destroyed several years past. As regards the record by J. M. Edney 
( 1940) for August 1936, I have examined a specimen in the possession of the 
Department of Biology, Middle Tennessee State University, which is reported 
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to be the bird collected from the flock of four. hkasurements are: length of 
exposed culmen-132.5 mm; length of tarsus-left 232.0 mm, right 227.0 
mm; length of bare timbia-left 84 mm, right 100 mm. Even with the varia- 
tion in lengths due to mounting, the measurements appear to conform most 
closely with those given for the Greater Sandhill Crane (G. c. tabida) (See 
Walkinshaw, 1949). The writer's record o f  a single crane on 1 August 1961, 
offers no evidence either way since I did not have the bird in hand nor did I, 
a t  the time, specifically note minute color characteristics or size. There are 
logical arguments for assuming that the 1 June 1935, and I August 1965, are 
either the Greater Sandhill ( G ,  r.. tabida) or the Florida form (G. r. fwatmsis) , 
but I suppose we must wait for another specimen for proof one way or the 
other. 

SUMMARY 
A total of 74 records of the Sandhill Crane are listed for the state of 

Tennessee. Migration through Tennessee is discussed, with spring migration 
being noted as rather abrupt, while fall migration is noted as being more 
drawn out. Average observed flock size is computed for the records, with 
the spring figure being 38.81 birds per sight,ing and the fall figure 26.94 
birds per sighting. A proposed migration corridor is delineated as extending 
from the Great Smoky Mountains National Park in the east to Chattanooga 
in the west. The topic of day-versus-night sightings is covered, with data 
presented to indicate that almost all the records are for cranes seen in the 
daylight hours, either flying or on the ground feeding andlor resting. The 
influence weather conditions have on sightings is discussed, with two being 
proposed as influential. They are: ( 1 )  severe frontal systems and (2 )  visi- 
bility. Records of wintering cranes are discussed while, a t  the same time, 
pointing out the availability of wintering habitat. The question of sub-specific 
identification is covered, presentng what data, both concrete and implied, is 
now recorded. 

Grateful thanks art extended to all those individuals who, through their 
unselfish contribution of time spent gathering and providing records and ex- 
planatory remarks, made this paper possible. They include: my ever enthusi- 
astic wife Nancy, Dr. W. K. Butts, Ken and Lil Dubke, LaMoine Harms, 
Robbic Hassler, Dr. Lee R. Herndon, Francis Olson, Holly Overton, J. B. 
Owen, Charles Smith, and Lovctt WiHiams, Jr. 
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ANNUAL AUTUMN HAWK COUNT 

The number of hawks recorded in September migration, 1971, was 13,700, 
exceeded only three times in 22 years of Tennessee Ornithological Society 
hawk-migration study. Hours of observation were 210, about average. More 
than 60 people participated, at 14 locations. Eleven species of hawks were 
reported, including a Bald Eagle and our first positively identified Goshawk. 
More than 98 percent of the hawks were Broad-wings. ,More September Sharp- 
shins were reported than ever ,before in our project, and we had a record num- 
ber of Ospreys. The halfway-point in the counts came on 2 5 Sept. In 1969 and 
1970 the peak came on 26 and 2 1  Sept. but 22 Sept. is still the weighted 
mean for 22 years, because in 1968, when the total was 24,000, there was an 
early peak. 

The number of hawks counted in the last seven years double the count 
for the preceding seven years (1958-64) although hours of observation were 
greater in the earlier period (249 vs. 219). From accumulated experience we 
can now make a better selection of dates and locations for observation. Fur- 
thermore, a t  the Mendota Fire Tower station, for -ample, we have k e n  spot- 
ting more distant hawk flights, that pass the tower without ever getting near 
the zenith. This expansion of the sphere of observation was initiated by a few 
sharp-eyed people, like Eugene Szott and Ebb Quillen, who began hawkwatch- 
ing a t  the hkndota lookout about seven years ago. 

These improvements are probably not enough to account for the entire 
growth in the numbers of hawks counted during the past seven years. At  
Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania, where daily, autumn watches have h e n  kept 
for more than 30 years, smson totals for Sharp-shins, Broad-wings, Marsh 
Hawks, and Ospreys are higher than ever before. Their Osprey coun,t has in- 
creased every year for the last five years, from a record 417 in 1967 to a 
record 613 in 1971. During the same p e r i d  nesting populations of the species 
in eastern North America have nearly disappeared. 

An explanation that seems to have ,hen  overlooked is that the increasing 
numbers of migrating hawks may be to some degree a rcsdt of the tremendous 
effort that is being made to prevent the destruction of wildlife. The Hawk 
Mountain Foundation was established to combat the annual slaughter of many 
thousands of migrating hawks on "Pennsylvania's bloody ridges" by gunners 
egged on by purveyors of arms and ammunition. What looked like a signifi- 
cant increase in migrating Peregrines, in the fall of 1971, motivated the 
following comment .by Clive E. Goodwin and Richard C.  Rosche: "In Britain 
the Peregrines lbegan slowly to recover surprisingly soon after pesticide use 
was curtailed, and it has been curtailed in Canada (and in Ontario banned) 
for two or  three years now." (American Birds, 26:16). 

Maybe the Ospreys that fly by and are counted in ever increasing numbers 
are populations that have prospered from expanded winter habitat made avail- 
able ,by depletion of Osprey nesting popuIations in eastern United States. And 
we may be experiencing a phase of a long-period weather cycle that is deflect- 
ing the hawk migration eastward. 

A north-south oriented cold front extonding from Canada to Mexico 
passed rapidly across Tennessee on 2 3 September. At  7 a.m., the front had just 
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Iio. Dste Obs. Hra. Aeea > l i d  Sky T. 3hn Cpr at ksh Bwiw M8h Osp SPA Otber~ 

1 9/11 2 6 K E-W.f-2 4 7 3  4 I 3 - 23 - - - 
2 1 2 E L 2  D 6 - B E 4 5 7 2  1 - 2 - 1 7 -  - - - - 
3 l 2 W  6 $ W W - 5 - 4 . 2 - - - - -  2 - - - -  
4 1 2 0  5 K N : / - ! & N ' i l 5 6 3  7 5 1 2  1 -  - - - 2 ~  
5 l 4 D  5 D. U - 4  0 - ' - 2 - -  - 
6  1 4 B  5 1 N'J-4-5350 - 1 2  - 2 -  1  - - - 
7  14 FY 7 E - 2  1 - 1  1 3 5 Ba - 1 4 Pereqn 
8 1 5 ~  4 D - 2  - - - - - - - 1 b  - 
g 15 F 7 N SV-SE-3 o 80 - - 1  - - 61 - - - Perem 
10 1 6 P J  5 , A  5-1-2365 - - - - 1 9 1  - - - - 
11 18 10 1 C S-S!-1 1 7 0  - - 35 - - - - - 
12 1 8 B  6s L S - S E 5 2 5 5  - - 1 - 1 -  - - 1  - 
13 19 LVW 7 n SSF~S'? Y 73 - - 2  - 51 - - - - - 
14 1 9 N  3 9! $ 4 4 3 6 9  1 ' -  3 - 3 -  - - - - 
15 19 0 8% x SA-SII-3 3 68 8 - 4 1  51 - 1 - - SU 

~s 19 nnx nx n sa-sr-j 3 - 1 , - - - 187 - - 1 - - 
17 20 DIR 5% D Li.f/NE-2 2 6 3  - 1 2 - 4 4  1 - - 2b - 
l& 2 0 P K U 5  I S 4  4 - 1  - 1  - 1 3 4 -  1 - ' - 3 . u  
19 2 1 h  3 F - 2  1 7 4 - - - -  2 7 1 - -  - -  
-20 21 KP 7 D SE-S,i-2 2 - - - - - 53 - - - li2elu 

21 2 2 A  7 F N-1 0 7 5  - - - - 3 E  - - - lf - 
22 2 2 F  5 5 M P 1 - 3 3 3 - I - -  7 1  1 1  - -  
23 23 A 3 E S!I-3-0 3 70 - 1  - - 34 - - - - - 
24 2 3 s  6 M - 5 - 9 - 4 -  W 2 3 2 -  
25 2 4 h  4 B E-2 0 7 2 - -  - 2  6 8 - - - -  

26 2 4 L  4 D f l W E - 3  3 7 0 - 2 - 1  2 9 9 -  - I f -  
27 24 PSX 8 R ME-E-4 2 73 8 9 3 - 1639 - I0 3 ' Gosbwk 

28 2 5 A T  5 P ,m-3 4 6 8 -  - - - 2 1  - - - - 
29 2 5 3 0 2  $ 1 - 2 4 - - - - -  6 9 - - - - -  
30 2 5 L E 2  D S - % 3 $  - 1 - 1 - 4 3 -  1 - - - 
31 2 5 3 2 3  V - - - - - - - 1 5 0 0 - - - - -  
35 25 :I 6l+ W KE-55-3 4 - - 5 - - ' &2 - - 2 - - 
33 2 5 R O  8$ K S E - G 3 4 6 8 1 7  1 7  - W -  2 L - 9 u  
Yt 2 5 T K Z 4  M S S E - 3 5 6 0  1 - - - 7 2 -  - . -  - - 
35 2 5 s  5 W SE 2 - - - - - 2 0 7 2 ' - -  - - - 
35 2 6 E  4 H 5 - 8 1 1 2 7 8 - 2 ' - -  7 1 0 1 - 2 -  
37 26 L 3% D 8.J*&3 5 70 1  - 1 - 73 - 1 - - 
38 2 7 A  7 P S - 2 2 7 2 2 - - 1  6 3 4 - - - -  
39 2 7 1 1  4 D - 5  - - - 6 5 7 1  1  - - - 
40 27 B a J K,I-N-~ 3 60 - - - - 245 - - - la - 
41 27 PS 5* M 8-1 V 75 2 1. 1  - 412 - 1  1  - - 
42 2 8 A  4 P SE-1 1 7 4  - , -  - - 7 5 -  - 1 B B f l  
43 2 8 R  4 R NE-1 2 8 7  - - - - . 1 5 & -  - - I f  - 
44 28 D 4E D E-S-&5 1 74 1  - 1 - 175 - 2 L - - 
45 2 8 B  6 P'SE-1-3 5 59 - - ,2 - 3 1 - - - 
46 28 F 8 M YE&-2 1 - - - - - 331 - 2 - le - 
47 2 9 ~  3 . . ~   NEW^ - - - - - 5 2 -  - - 2 t  - 
48 29 F 62 M'GRW-1 - - 1  - ' -  - 331 - - - - 212 
49 3 0 Q R  2 D k--32 - . -  - - 8 6 -  - - - - 
50 10/4 P 3 K S E - W  4 - 1 - - - 18 - - - la lu 
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crossed the western edge of Arkansas, and 24 hrs. later it was on the Atlantic 
coast, at and above the latitude of Tennessee. This was the only event of its 
kind in September, 1971, and as in other years, large hawk flights were ob- 
served on the days following. On 23 September Lil Dubke reported heavy fog 
and IIQ hawks, in the Chattanooga area. The Darnells reported heavy fog and 
a few hawks at the Meadow Creek lookout, near Greeneville, and Eugene Scott 
had overcast, rain, and a few hawks over rhe Mendoia Fire Tower, north of 
Bristol. 

On the next two days, Friday and Saturday, we counted 6750 hawks, more 
than half rhe season's total. O n  Friday the Mendota Fire Tower had its best 
day. The flight ,began ,before 10, a.m. and continued until after 6 p.m. Ten 
Ospreys were sighted, high in ,the sky. A Goshawk remained in the area long 
enough for everyone to study it while it circled over Moccasin Creek and was 
attacked ,by a Cooper's Hawk. Next day Arthur Smith had a Goshawk all day 
near his house on a cliff overlooking the Hoiston River. Saturday was the best 
day for all1 stations east of Chattanooga except the Mendota Fire Tower, 
where a black cloud moved in at 11 a.m. The wind blew constantly, and the 
temperature remained at 60 F. Only onc hawk, a Sharp-shin, was added to the 
72 we recorded 'before 1 1  a.m. 

The ridges north of the Clinch Mt. were bathed in sunshine. Eugine 'Scott " " 
was crossing them on an errand that prevented him from participating on thc 
Mcndota Fire Tower, but  on every ridge he crossed he saw hawks soaring over 
the road. His count was 2072. Also on 25 Sept. Tom Odom had his best day 
on the Kyle  Ford tower, one of our oldest and best lookouts, on Clinch Mt. 
a b u t  40 miles west of and 600 ft. ,blow the Mendota lookout. Among the 
hawks reported were 904 Broad-wings and 17 Sharp-shins. Mrs. Wood counted 
1 100 Broad-wings near Knoxville. 

After 2 $  September there were four more days of gmd hawk flights. The 
most spectacular was a migration of 1586 counted by Adele West on a ridge 
near her home, one-fourth mile south of the Georgia lhrder near Chattanmga. 
Starting one day after the passage of the front we had five consecutive days 
all with considerably higher hawk counts than any day of the 12 days before 
the passage of the cold front. 

KEY TO REPORTERS 
A-Mary Shafer and son, David, Whitwell; %Fred BPhrend, Elizabeth- 

ton; %Ken and Lil Dubke, Chattanooga; E-Jon DeVore and Nancy Agee, 
Chattanooga; F-Torn Finucane; H 4 i l e s  Gilmer, Lebanon; Tom Finucane, 
Gracie Finucane, Lisa Davidson, Kingsport; Wallace and Carolyn Coff ey, Brent 
Rowell, Mr. and Mrs. Sigle, Bristoi; Eugene Scott, Nickelsvillle; I-Mrs. 
Richard Worley, Chattanooga; J-Jane Derr, Mrs. Jackson, Joe Jackson, 
Bristol; K-Mike, Barney, and Marion Finucane; L-Lil Du,bke; M-Adele 
West, Madeline Du Four, Rossville, Ga.; N-Mr. and Mrs. Chester Darnell, 
Greenevilie; %Torn Odom and Tom Odom 111, Kingsport; P-Mrs. Francis 
Barnwell, Edith Fenn, Chattanooga; Q-Mary Tunsberg, Chattanmga; R- 
Adele West; %Eugene Swtt ; T-Lee Shafer, Whitwell; U-Kathryn Jones, 
Mrs. Dove, Mrs. Dillenbeck, Johnson City; Dr. and Mrs. Tom Green, Bristol; 
V--Cronin, Du Four, DeVore, Jones, Betty Worley, and guests, Chattanmga 
Chapter; W--Gene and Adele West; X-Lee Herndon, John and Carolyn Mar- 

(Continued on page 41) 
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T.O.S. STATE MEETING, 1972 

AXNUAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 

The Tennessee Ornithdogical Society held the annual spring meeting in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, on 5-7 May 1972. 

The meeting of the Board of Directors, held on 6 May 1972, undcr one 
of the shelters at  Horn Springs, was c~l led  to ordcr by Dr. James Tanner, 
President. Thirty-two Directors were present in pcrson or representcd by proxy. 

Minutes of the fall meeting, held at  Montgomery Bell State Park, 30-31 
October 1971, were approved as read by the Secretary. 

Copies of the report of the financial condition of T.O.S. were distributed 
and comments made by Ken Dubke, Treasurer. Dr. Miser Richmond, Chairman 
of the Finance Committee, stated that the books of the Treasurer had been 
found in order and the report was accepted as presented. 

SUMMARY OF TREASURER'S REPORT: 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance in Checking Account 1 May 1971 $2,3 5 2.1 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Income as Itemizrd 3,046.41 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,398.56 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Disbursements as Itemized 2,413.49 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Balance in Checking Account 2 May 1972 2,985.07 

ENDOWMENT FUND : 432.742 Massachusetts Investors Trust 
.......................................................... Shares @ $12.97 $5,612.66 

The Treasurer then commented on the tremendous job he has in addressing 
envelopes for mailing Tk Migrant and mentioned purchase of a n  addressing 
machine and plates. A discussion followed as to whether this would be better 
or a letter shop be used. The Treasurer indicated that he pefers having the 
addressing, machine and plates. A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
giving the Treasurer permission to purchase the machine and plates. 

Mr. C. T. Qttenfeld, reporting for East Tennessee, stated that the BristoI 
T.O.S. is now in the twenty-third year. Membership is up with some of rhe 
new memkrs being young folks. Meetings are held September through M a y  
with a picnic and election of officers in July. He stated that the EEza'bethton 
Chapter is holding field trips every other week. 

Report 'for Middle Tennessee was given ,by Louise Jakson who presented a 
proposal made by Gene Gray, nature artist, concerning the offer of a thousand 
prints of his painting of the Mockingbird, the state bird of Tennessee. The 
prints could be used in whatever way our organization desired. FolIowing a 
lengthy discussion, motion was made, scconded, and passed that we accept Mr. 
Gray's offer and t h a t  Louise Jackson so inform the artist with details to be 
worked out later by a special committee appointed by the President. 
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In Dr. Arlo Smith's report for West Tennessec, he mentioned Ioss of the 
Reelfoot ,Chapter. He stated that the Memphis Chapter conducts the count at 
Reelfoot and would welcome help on this project. Dr. Smith said that the 
Memphis group is holding more t r i p  than in the past, that a Sierra Club had 
been formed and consideration was being given for organization of a chapter 
of Audubon in Memphis. He stated that the Overton Park expressway action 
had been deferred. 

Gary Walslace, Editor of The Migrant, in his report expressed appreciation 
for the cmperation he has had since assuming the office of Editor. He made 
comments on the feature "Bird Finding in Tennessee" which is of great help 
in knowing what birds to expect where in the state during the ,various seamns. 
He asked that "Round Table Notes" Jx sent in promptly. He emphasized that 
The Migrant belongs to T.O.S. and asked for suggestions as to how it might 
bc made more readable. Appreciation for jobs well done was expressed to the 
Editor and Treasurer. 

Mr. Albert Ganier reported that four thousand copies of The Migrant had 
been turned ovcr by him to Dr. Tanner and that it is still possible to secure 
a complete file of all back issues of the publication. 

Welcome to the newly formed Buffab River Chapter was expressed by the 
President. 

Fred Alsop gave information regarding the spring foray to ,be held in 
Lawrence County, with headquarters a t  David Crockett State Park, the last 
week-end of this month, 26-29 May, Friday night to Monday afternmn. 

Dr. George Mayfield, reporting on the Duck River heronry, stated that 
many trees seem to  ,be dead or dying as the pumping system is not being 
operated. There is some question as to whether or not, in their condition, the 
old trees will continue to stand and hold nests. The TVA contends that 
condition of the trees is not dependent on depth of the water. Dr. Mayfield 
had fIown over the area about ten days ago and counted a hundred or more 
nests as seen from the air. 

Dr. Tanner then stated that the memorial fund, established in memory 
of Mr. Dixon Merritt, one of the founders of T.O.S., now amounts to $266.00. 
Mrs. Norwood Gant, htr. Merritt's daughter, indicated that her father would 
prefer something lasting, something that would be indicative of his love of 
birding. A motion, seconded and passed, designated that the Lebanon Chapter 
act as a committee to plan a suitable memorial for Mr. Merritt. 

The fall meeting of T.O.S. was then discussed. Ken Dubke consented to 
plan the program with Dr. Mayfield working on the date (between 1 Octo- 
ber and 1 November) and place for the meeting. A paper session will be con- 
ducted during the Saturday afternoon of the meeting. 

Discussion then centered on location of the next spring meeting. Morris 
Williams, newly elected President of the Knoxville Chapter, indicated that 
mcmbers of his group would like to host the meeting which is scheduled for 
the first wcek-end in May. The invitation was accepted. Interest was expressed 
in having a joint meeting with the Carolina Bird Club. It was decided to leave 
this decision up to the host club. 

Dr. Tanner then mentioned a letter he had received from the Army Corps 
of Engineers in Nashville as to information to be furnished by T.O.S. regard- 
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ing appropriate areas suitable for bird walks. It was decided to invite a repre- 
sentative of the group to the fall meeting. 

The President then appointed the following to the Finance Committee for 
the coming year: Ken Dubke, Frank Ward, David Pitts, Johncta Smith, and 
Henry Dinkelspiel. 

The Nominating Committee, with a representative from each of the three 
areas of the state, composed of Dr. Lee Hcrndon, Lula Coffey, John Ellis, with 
Dr. Herndon reporting, nominated Mrs. Arlo (Norene) Smith as President 
Elect of T.O.S. The report was accepted by thc Board of D' irectors. 

Dr. Mayficld then made comments a b u t  work of the Conservation Com- 
mittee and indicated that there is a chance the Little T wilI be saved; tha t  
thc dam a t  Columbia will most likely be built and the Normandy one being 
questionable. 

Bill Senter commented on the possibility of data processing of individual 
records. No action was taken. 

There being no further business, the meeting of the Board of Directors 
was adjourned. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Following a delicious buffet meal, a business session of the entire member- 
ship was conducted by Dr. Tanner. He introduced each of the persons a t  the 
head table. A count by chapters, made by the Secretary, indiated one hundred, 
forty-five members and four visitors present. 

Copies of the financial report of T.O.S. were offered ,by Ken Dubke, 
Treasurer. 

Gary Wallace, Editor, appealed for help in securing material for The 
Migrdnt. 

Information regarding the spring foray was given by Fred Alsop. 

The fall  meeting was announced with Ken Dubke being responsible for the 
program, date and local arrangements to be made by Dr. Mayfield. 

Dr. Tanner indicated that the next spring meeting would be hosted by rhe 
Knoxvi1,le Chapter and that members of this group would decide on inviting 
the Carolina Bird Club for a joint meeting. 

Nomination of a President Elect of T.O.S. was made by Dr. Herndon and 
Mrs. Arlo Smith was duly elected and presented to the group. 

Report of the Resolutions Committee was made by Dr. Smith and copy 
will be found as a part of these minutes. 

Announcements regarding activities for Sunday were made by Bill Senter, 
President of the host club. He also intrduced various individuals who had 
worked so hard to make this an outstanding meeting. 

The President mentioned loss of one of our founders, Mr. Dixon Merritc, 
and stated that a suitable memorial is being planned. 
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Dr. Tom Imhoff, author of the bmk entitled Alabama Birds, was intro- 
duced as speaker of the evening. In a ,very interesting and informative way he 
gave the history of the making of a state bird book with the hope that Ten- 
nessee will some day have such a book. 

The President then thanked the speaker for his contribution to the pro- 
gram and the meeting was adjourned. 

LOUISE NUNNALLY, Secretary 

RESOLUTIONS 

The T.O.S. hereby extends to the officers and members of our host chap- 
ter, the Lebanon Chapter of the T.O.S., its sincere appreciation and gratitude 
for the thoughtful and efficiently executed planning of the excellent program, 
including the interesting and varied field trips, for the 1972 annual spring 
state meeting. To all this the members have added a new dimension to the con- 
cept of hospitality. 

To those responsible for providing the use of the facilities of Cumberland 
Colmlege, we also extend our appreciation and gratitude. The displays with the 
emphasis on the work of the children, our future birders, are especially to be 
commended. 

Respectfully submitted, Louise Jackson, C. T. Ottenfeld, Arlo Smith. 

ANNUAL AUTUMN HAWK COUNT 

(Continued from page 37) 

tin, Elimbethton; M Quillen, Jane Derr, Charlotte Finucane; Y-Wallace 
Coffey, Joe Jackson, John Todd, Bristol; %Peggy Ferrel and Cub Pack 88; 
2-Tom O h m ;  l 6 E d i t h  Fenn; 3 &Daniel R. Jacobson, Stonecave Insti- 
tute, Daus; 32-Mrs. George W d ,  Norris. 

KEY TO OBSERVATION STATIONS 

C-Downtown Chattanooga, 800 ft.; &Dunlap Fire Tower, 2637 ft.; 
E-Meadow Creek Fire Tower, 2875; F-Fall Creek Fire Tower, 2000; H- 
White Oak Fire Tower; J-Buck Ridge Fire Tower, 4290; K-Rogersvidle- 
KyIe's Ford Fire Tower, 2401; I,HoIston High Knob Fire Tower, 4150; M- 
Mendota Fire Tower, 301 8; N-North Ridges, ca. 2000; P-Hump Mt., 
1210; R-Rossville, Ga., 680; S--Daus, 740; T-Rich Mt. Fire Tower, 3700; 
V - h k  Rock Fire Tower; W-Rockwood Fire Tower, 2040. 

Wind and sky data in the table are given in the Beaufort scale, in which 
e stands for calm and 6 represents very high wind, and in degrees of cloud 
cover, with 0 for clear and 5 for heavy clouds and rain. Better description of 
weather is available in the original reports, on file. 

1434 watauga Street, Kingsport, 37664. 



42 THE MIGRANT JUNE 

BIRD FINDING IN TENNESSEE 
PtCKETT COUNTY 

ROBBIE AND DAYID HASSLLK 

Because of ;In absence of experienced birder<, Pickett County remains 
largely unbirdcd. Pickcrt Statc Park and Forest in the cnstcrn part of the  
county is mostly woodcd hill and rarincs. Woodlands share the western part 
with rolling farmland and Dalc Hollow Lake, a Corps of Engineers impound- 
ment. Dale Hollow's many miles of shoreline attract waterfowl and shore- 
birds in the fall and winwr and Bald Eagles can bc. found occasionally in the 
winter from Obey River Bridgc down the lake to thc dam a t  Celina. A t  nne 
time there were five active Bald Englcs nests on the lake, however none have 
been active in recent years to our knowledge. Thcw nests were reported by 
fishermen, dock owners and Tcnn. Game and Fish personnel. 

A difference in altitude, ranging from npproximatcly 651 f t ,  to 170O f t .  
and the physical shape of thc county suggests that  two scparatc articles on 
bird find-ing should be writtcn--one on the Pickutt State Park and Forest alone 
and one dealing with thc wcstcrn part. 

For this article, a route of appxoxin~ately 30 miles was chosen in the western 
part, covcring a major part of [he accessible territory, and touching the lake- 
shorc briefly. Hcginning in the small town of Byrdstown the birdcr may find 
nesting Song Sparrows in four or five diffcrent locations. Behind the Post 
Office ,building Bewick's Wrens and Song Sparrows compcte in song fo r  the 
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birder's ear. Traveling in a westerly direction 1.7 miles, turn right on a paved 
road #4234, drive 1.5 miles and turn right on another paved road #Rrcr T 
that leads to a dead end a t  the home of the writers. Here migrations of Sand- 
hill Cranes have been observed, occurring unpredictably in Oct. and NOV. in 
the fall and confined mostly to rhc month of March in  the spring. (The 
Migrant, 40: 63-64) This is also a good spot for migrating spring warblers. 
Barred Owls can be heard close by and Red-tailed and Broad-winged Hawks 
nest in the surrounding woods. Retrace 1.5 miles and turn right on a paved 
road and continue .7 miles to a cemetery where you will find Blue Grosbeaks, 
Indigo Buntings and Bluebirds. You may continue on as per accompanying 
map, stopping a t  will t o  walk into woods or  fields. 

This route was covered in two afternoons, one half a t  a time, by the 
writers on 11 and 12 June with a total of species. Blue Groshaks were 
found in six different areas, three of them being cemeteries. A total of 75 
Bluebirds were found scattered uniformly over the route. Some of t,he most 
interesting spots have been marked on the map by a triangle. 

Toward the end of the route Obey River Park offers very good birding 
for the shorebird and waterfowl enthusiast in the fall and winter, but is not 
recommended during the camping season. Dunlin, Snipe, Grebes, Mallards, 
Shovellers, Blue-winged Teal, etc., may be found in Oct. and Nov. In the past, 
the surrounding woods were a favorite spot for Red-headed Woodpeckers dur- 
ing a heavy bech mast yicld, and on 30 Oct. 1969 approximately 30 were 
found feeding noisily, but did not remain long. 

For the birder d o  likes to mix canoeing with birding, the free flowing 
upper part of Wolf River offers a challenge in the early spring. Float trips 
made in May and June reveals many La. Waterthrushes, Acadian Flycatchers, 
Kingfishers, Phoebes and an occasionaI Ycllow-throated Warbler, Red-tailed 
Hawk and Barred Owl. 

Farm ponds along the route described are worth exploring for Wood Duck, 
Green Heron and Red-winged Blackbird nests. One stray Snowy Egret was 
found ,by the writers at a farm pond on 7 September 1971 and reports from 
farmers indicate that CattIe Egret may wander into this section. 

To  our knowledge official T.O.S. bird counts or forays have never been 
held in this County other than in 1927, 1937, and 1940 when Albert Ganier 
and parties held forays in the Picket Forest area. 

For further information contact: Robbie and David Hassler, P. 0. Box 1 ,  
Byrdstown 38549. 
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THE 1972 SPRING FIELD DAYS 
LEE R. HERNDON 

The twenty-seventh consecutive annual spring field days resulted in the 
compilation of 199 'species. Only six previous counts exceed this number and 
t,his count ties one other count. Twelve counts list the species and numbers of 
individuals txbulated across the state from west to east as has been the custom. 
Only one species, the White-fronted Goose, (Anscr albifrms) is new to the 
list. 

A11 of the counts were made within a twenty-four hour ~er iod  except the 
Lcbanon count, which covered the three day period of the annual spring 
meeting. Some counts covered parts of two days, however t,he hours of cov- 
erage were con=cutive for the area of thc count. The areas covered on spring 
counts are not lirnitcd, but may include any favorable habitat in the general 
area. Since most of the areas reported have been described in many previous 
counts, the details of areas covered are being omitted for economy in space 
in Tbc Migrant. One area reporting for the first time is listed as Cannon 
County. 

Twenty-two species appear on only one Iist, while 3 8  species occur on all 
Iiscs. Inspection of the lists reveals no appreciable population trends over the 
past several years with the possible exceptions of the House Wren, which con- 
tinues ro extend its ,breeding range farther westward and the Bewick's Wren 
scems to bc disappearing in areas where the House Wren has moved in. Song 
Sparrows also continue to extend their breeding range in a westerly direction 
across thc state. 

INFORMATION ON THE COUNTS 

MEMPHIS--30 April; O6:00 to 12:@0; clear, sunny and cool. Party lead- 
ers-Bert Dowdy, Louist Page, Alice Smith and Noreen Smith. Compiler, Lee 
R. Johnson. 

SAVANNAH-2 May; 05:00 to 18:OO; cloud cover 100 percent all day, 
rain in afternoon; no wind; temp. 60 to 71'. Compiler, David E. Patterson. 

COLUMBIA-28-29 April; 10:30 to l0:30; dear, temp. 50 t o  SO"; par- 
ticipants-5; compiler, George R. Mayfield, 

NASHVILLE-29 April; cloudy in morning, clear in afcernwn; 48 ob- 
servers in 12 parties. Bush's Lake has been removed by bulldozer progress and 
Bwna Vista is soon to folIow. The ,Peregrine Falcon was found and positively 
identified by Margaret Mann and Ann Tarbell at Pool Knob on Percy Priest 
Lake. Old Hickory Lake now ,has resident populations of Mallards and Canada 
Geese. Compiler, Laurence Trabue. 

CANNON COUNTY-29 April; 07:30 to 19: 3 0; clear to partly cloudy 
with light Aower; temp. 70 to 75". Compiler, Mary Wood. 

COOKEVILLE-22 ApriI; 06:TO to 17:OO; cloudy to clear; temp. 63 co 
72'; 2 1 participants; compiIer, Miser Richmond. 

CHATTANOOGA-3 0 April; six parties. 
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THE 1972 SPRING FIELD DAYS 
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KNOXVILLE-30 April; selccted areas from all of Knox County as in 
previous yeais; partly cloudy; temp. 1 5  to 77'. The Mourning Warbler was 
found by Fred J. Alsop I11 and James M. Campbell. The Caspian Terns were 
observed through a telescope by Terry McGown, Polly Ryder and others. The 
Upland Plover was found by Dr. J. C. Howell and Chester and Edie Massey. 
The Horned Grebe, Common Merganser and Long-billed Marsh Wren were 
found by Tony Koella. The Knoxville Chapter had three teams this year that 
went all-out for a "big day". Fred Alsop and Jim Campbell listed I17 species; 
Dr. Howell and the Masseys 11 1 ; Morris Williams (our new young president) 
and Chuck NichoLson 107. 

GREmENEVILLE-30 April; Q6:OO to 20:30; dear, 50 to 80". Compiler, 
Richard Nevius. 

KINGSPORT-30 April; 8 participants; compikr, Thomas W. Finucane. 

ELIZABETHTON-29-30 April; I8:OO to 1 8 : O O  clear and warm; 19 par- 
ticipants; compiler, Glen Eller. 

ROUND TABLE NOTES 

CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW SINGING IN DAY LIGHT--On 1 9 June 
1971 I arrived for work at a farm located at Readyville, Tennessee, a t  06:T 1 
CDT (sunrise 05:30) and heard a Chuck-will's-widow (Caprimdgw carolin- 
ensis) singing in a wooded area bordered by rocky fields. The singing continued 
for 26 songs until O6:13. I t  :began again st 06:TI for 8 songs and then again 
a t  07:05 for 6 5  songs. The bird continued singing, stopping only for short 
intervals, until O8:19. Since the bird was singing when I arrived I do not 
know exactly when it began, bu t  do know it sang for 2 hours and 8 minutes. 

The day was dear  with a temperature of 70 F. I was a t  this site daily 
from 23 May-1 August and heard no other day calling. Bent's, Life Histories 
of Ameriran Cuckoos, G ~ a t s w k r s ,  Hummingbirds and their Allies states that, 
"The bird (Chuck-will's-widow) sometimes calls in full daylight, either on 
cjoudy or ,bright days, and sometimes during rain ( I  Ts).'' Thus, this makes 
another observation of an uncommon action of this goatsucker. 

MICHAEL LEE BIEKLY, 3 826 Bedford Avenue, NashvilIe 372 1 5 .  

NESTING OF BANK SWALLOWS IN LAKE COUNTY-A colony of 
Rank Swallows (Riparid riparia) was observed approximately four miles south- 
west of Tiptonville on a bank of the Mississippi River. When first observed, 
on 7 June 1971, twenty-one active nests were found; )udging from the num- 
ber of visits to the nests by the birds, young were bang fed. The nests were 
located in a vertical sand bank around which were many "junked" cars. The 
cars provided cover sufficient that the birds could be observed from distances 
of less than ten feet. Most nests were located approximately two feet from the 
top of the bank. When visired on 14 August 1971 more cars had been 
"junked", and many of the nesting sites bad already been destroyed. 

DAVID PITTS, Biology Dept., Urn, Martin, 38237. 
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THE SEASON 
FRED J. ALSOP, 111, Editor 

For the purpose of this issue of The Season the period of Spring Migration 
is terminated on 15 May with t,he full knowledge that even though the bulk 
of the northward migrants have passed through Tennessee migration is still 
underway and will continue for some species and straggling individuals well 
into June. The dates were chosen in order to have as little overlap between 
this report and the next which covers the nesting season. 

The cool days and generally drier than normal conditions produced no 
noteworthy concentrations of transients as reported by the regional compilers, 
however, there are several notable observations for the period. The most spac- 
tacular bird has to be the RUFF found by Lee Shafer and seen by birders from 
across the state. This European species, uncommon anywhere in North 
America, is a new state record for Tennessee. In addition, a Fulvous Tree Duck 
and Lark Sparrows were reported frdm the Eastern Ridge and Valley Region. 
The Central Plateau and Basin had sightings of a Louisiana Heron, Whire- 
fronted Goose. SCISSOR-TAILED ELYCATCHER. and Lark Suarrows. Birds 
of the marsh ind shore such as Snowy Egret and &rnmon ~ a l i n u l e  were re- 
ported from the Eastern Mountain Region. 

The contributors are to be corn+ended on the many nesting observations 
submitted, especially the information on those species that are somewhat un- 
common nesting birds in Tennessee. This data is of more than general interest 
and its gathering is t o  'be encouraged. 

The Lark Sparrow observations in thls issue added to the many reports of 
this species in rhe past raises the question, "Are we overlooking a nesting 
species that may be much more common in Tennessee than we klieve it to 
be a t  present"? H o w  albout a symposium on this bird in Tennessee sometime 
in the near future? 

WESTERN COASTAL PLAIN REGION-Egret-Warbler: Cattle Egret: 
9 Apr. (147) M (BC). Duddy ~ u k k :  2 1  Mar. (9) S (DEP). Red-breasted 
Merganser: 25 Mar. (19 m, I f )  5, Pickwick Lake (Dm). Amer,ican Golden 
Plover: 13 to 23 Apr. (4 to 1 5 )  M (Memphis T.O.S. members). Bonaparte's 
Gull: 2 1  Mar. (1  10) S (DEP). White-eyed Vireo: 21  Mar. ( 1 )  M (Robert 
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W. McGowan). Philadelphia Vireo: 2 1  Apr. ( 1 )  M, Overton Park (BC). 
Bluc-winged Warbler: 8 to 17 Apr. ("rnorc common thml usual") hl (BC, 
Lull Coffcy) . 

Locatiolls: 1M-Memphis area, %Savannah area. 

Cl!)srrtrrs: RC-Ben B. Coffc), JR., DEP-Llavid E. l'attersun. 

DAVIU E. PATTERSON, Hnrbert Hills Academy, Savannah 38372. 

CENTRAL PLATEAU AND BASIN REGION-Spring was a bit late 
arriving, cool, and w r y  dry in the lntccr part of thc period. Howercr, man)' 
migrants were sevcral days carlicr than average in  arrival and thc end of the 
period saw mlny  tra~lsicnts still in thc area. 

Hrro~ts-L) t i l .k~:  Green Heron: 8 April (1)  LC (FJA, LC} ; 1 1  Apr. 1st. 
KL ( 1 )  MLB. Little Bluc Hcron: 8 April ( 1 )  LC (l;JA, LC, MDW') earliest 
known middle Tenn. record. Cattic Egrct: 16 April ( 2 )  SHV (LF and TOS 
group) ; 24 Apr. ( 5 )  Columbia (GRM) . C o n ~ m o n  Egret: e ~ r l y  with (4) 5 
Apr. BV (JHK); 10  Apr. (4 )  PN OHL (MLB); and 15 Apr. ( 2 )  ChI, 
(PDC). LOUISIANA H E R O N :  9 Ayr. ( I )  O H L  (ROH), 2nd. N A  record. 
Yellow-crowned Night  Heron: 6 Apr. ( I )  BV (MLB),  3 days carliest KA. 
Least Bittern: 1 7  Apr. ( 1 )  GP (KLD, LLH, RTB) , then ( 3 )  singing GP 
1 I M a y  (KLD)  , early for NA war (1)  5 May BV (MLM, MLB).  Alnericall 
Bittcrn: 12 Apr. ( 1  ) SHV (KAG, MLB) ; 17 Apr. (7) singing GP (KLU, 
LLH, RTB); I S  %y ( 2 )  still there (KLD). WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: 
29 Mar. ( I )  P S  OHL (WrnS, JED), sriil there carly May. Bluc Goosc: 2  
May ( 2 )  CoL, last (MLB}. Mallard :NESTING in wild OHL (MLB) ; 1 I 
May nest ( r  0) cggs GP (KLD). Gadwall: Inte, 17 Apr. (10)  WR (KLD, 
LLH, RTB) .  Green-winged Tell:  late, l o  Apr. ( 2 )  PN (MLB). Blue-winged 
Teal: up to ( I 1  0) 10 Apr. PN and still prescnt end of period (MLR) . Buf fle- 
head: late, 17 Apr. ( 2 )  WR (KLD, LLH, RTB) and 19 Apr. ( 2 )  RL (MLB). 
OLDSQUAW: 12 Apr. ( 1 )  Inale not in breeding plumage RL (MLB). Corn- 
mon Merganser: vcry late, 13 Apr. (12F) OHL (LOT); 22 Apr. ( 1 )  there 
(PDC) . 

f tawkr-Trr~r:  Broad-winged Hawk: enrly,  8 Apr. ( 1 )  H N A  (HK).  
GOLDEN EAGLE: 16 Apr. ( 1  ) irnml. last seen W R  (FB) . Bald Eagle: 28 
Apr. ( 1 )  SHV (Ellen F~rrt.11). RUFFED GROUSE: 29 Apr. ( 1 )  Short Mt. 
WB area 1st .  report for middle Tenn. in many years (John Patton). King 
Rail: 17 Apr. ( 1  ) GP (KLD, LLH, RTB) .  Virginia Rail: 4, 5 ,  6 M a y  to 
( 4 )  BV (MLB r t .  a / ) .  Sora Rail: carly was (1 )  3 May BV ( J H R )  to 6 May 
( 2 )  there (M.LB). RUDDY TURNSTONE: 12, 1 5  14 May ( 1 )  brccding 
plumage BV (MLR, TOS group), 1 s t  NA record. Upland Plover: 16 Apr. 
( 1 ) SHV (LF, LOT). Spotted Sandpiper: 4 Apr. ( I  ) BV (JNR) ties earliest 
NA. White-rumpcd Sandpiper: l s t ,  1 3  May ( 1 )  OHI. (MLM, MLBj. 
BAIRD'S SANLIPIPER: 20 Apr. ( 2 )  BV ( J N K ) .  D U N I J N :  1 U  May ( I )  
(MLB) ; 1 3  May ( 1 )  (JHR) ; 14 M3y ( 2 )  (MLB) ; 15 May ( 2 )  (MLR, CEF), 
a11 DV. Thi s  is only the 3rd time found in spring NA. Dowitcher (Sp.):  
13 May ( 1 )  BV (JHR). Stilt S~ndpiper:  12 May ( 1 )  OHL (mMLM); 13 M a y  
( I )  RV (JHR) , approx 3rd and 4rh spring rccords NA. Semi-palrn~tcd Sand- 
piper: 6 Apr. (4) BV ( JNR) ,  1 day cnrlicjt NA. Wcstcrn Sandpiper: 3 April 
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(1)  BV (JNR), 1st NA spring rccord. Bonaparte's Gull: 2 Apr. ($191, 24 
Apr. (71) both (MLM}, 29 Apr. ( I  5 )  (MLB), all OHL. Forster's Tern: 
13 May (21 (MLM, MLB), 14 May ( 5 )  (MLB), both OHL. This is 5 days 
latest for spring. Common Tern: 21 Apr. (4) (MLM), 4 days earliest NA, 
22 Apr. ( 3 )  (PDC), ,both OHL. CASPIAN TERN: only 2nd time ever re- 
ported NA in April, 13th ( I )  OHL (LOT), and 2 1 s t  Apr. ( 2 )  OHL 
(MLM), then 14 May (3) OHL (MLB ef. al). 

Cltc-kws-Vireos: Yellow-billed Cuckoo: early, 16 Apr. (1) BS (Me1 Gar- 
land). Barn Owl: 12 and 29 April (1)  ncar Gallatin (PDC, MLM, MLB). 
Whip-pmr-will: early, 26 March. ( I )  (KAG, HCM) BS, then found incu- 
bating there 29 Apr. thru 14 May. Common Nighthawk: 27 March (1)  H 
OHL (MLM), 12 days earliest NA. Chimney Swift: 23 Mar. (1) H WB, 
(FB) ; 26 March (10) BV (MLB). Belted Kingfisher: 8 Apr. nest with (7) 
eggs FP (MDW). Eastern Kingbird: very early, 29 March ( I )  Rutherford 
County (MCW). %ISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER: S U a y  (1) on De- 
Shea Crk., Sumner County (Robert Mayberry and brother fide PDC) . Great- 
crested Flycatcher: early, 12 Apr. (1)  N A  (MLB) ; 15  Apr. ( 2 )  BT (RH). 
Acadian Flycatcher: 11 Apr. ( 2 )  LH (JNR),  4 days earliest NA. Least Fly- 
catcher: 3 May (1)  calling NA (MLB). Tree Swallow: early, 26 Mar. ( 2 )  
RL (MLB). Cliff Swallow: early, 1 5  Apr. (34) River Rd. NA (ULB). 
House Wren: very early, 2 Apr. (1)  H WB (FB) ; 10 Apr. (1)  CW (MLB) . 
Long~billed Marsh Wren: 22 Apr. (1)  21's ( JHR) .  5 May (1)  BV (MLM, 
MLB) ; 1 May ( 3 )  GP (KLD). Short-billed Marsh Wren: I May (1)  BV 
(MLM, MLB). Catbird: early with 1st a t  3 locations 14 Apr., each with one. 
LC (LC) ; WB (FB) ; H NA (KAG). Gray-cheeked Thrush: 6 Apr. (1) LH 
(JNR),  1 day  earliest NA. Veery: 11 Apr. (1 )  LH (JNR),  7 days earliest 
NA. Golden-crowned Kinglet: late, 17 Api. (1) RL (MLB). White-eyed 
Vireo: 6 Apr. ( I )  LH (JNR) ; 7th  (1)  WB (FB). Yellow-throated Vireo: 
8 April ( I )  LC (LC). 

Warblers: Tennessee: 10 Apr. ( 3 )  LH (JNR),  2 days earliest NA. Nasll- 
ville: early, 17 Apr. (1) CP (LJG) . Parula: early was (1)  5 Apr. BS (KAG) . 
Yellow: 10 Apr. ( I )  H WB (MCW). Magnolia: I 3  Apr. (1)  LH (JNR),  
ties earliest NA. BLACK-THROATED BLUE: 11 Apr. ( 2 )  LH (JNR, 10 
days earliest NA. Blackburnian: ,very early, 17 April ( 1 )  CP (LJG) .  Chest- 
nut-sided: also very early, 17 Apr. (1)  CP (LJG). Blackpoll: 17 Apr. (1)  
CP (LJG). Palm: 10 April ( I )  CW ( W B ) .  Ovenbird: 11 Apr. (1)  LC 
(LC). Kentucky: 10 Apr. (1) LH (JNR). Connecticut: 29 Apr. (1)  RL 
(JNR), then I other reports thru the 15th. Mourning: 14 May (1)  H WB 
(FB) and ( I )  BS (KAG); 11 k y  ( I )  RL (MLB). Yellow-,breasted Chat: 
early, 11 Apr. (1)  L H  (JNR). Redstart: 1st. 12 Apr. ( 1 )  BS (KAG, MLB).  

Bobolinks-Sjarrws: Bobolink: 24 Apr. (50) LC (LC) only report. Or- 
chard Oriole: very early, 8 Apr. (1  ) FP (MDW) ; 13th (1  ) OHL (Bessie 
Walker), 14th H WB (FB) . Scarlet Tanager: 16 Apr. ( 1 ) N A  (MLB, MLM) . 
Summer Tanager: 1 3  Apr. (1)  L C  (LC) and NA (MLB). Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak: 16 Apr. ( 1 )  NA (MLB). Blue Grosbeak: r~markably early, ( 2 )  
males fighting over territory 28 Mar. Murfreesboro (JED), 16 days earlier 
than NA records. Indigo Bunting: early, 13 Apr. ( 1 ) H WB (FB) , and ( 1 ) 
BS (KAG).  Evening Grosbeak: last, 2?  Apr. (7)  H (Mrs. R. E. Lynn) and 
26th (1)  MLB, both NA. Purple Finch: iast 22  Apr. (1) LC (LC), (1000) 
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wintered there with 248 banded in one day by (MLB) ! Pine Siskin: very late, 
15 May (1)  LC (LC), thru 13 May ( 1) NA (ATT) .  [,ARK SPARROW: 
10 April (1)  LC (LC); 12 Apr. ( I )  H WB (FB). BACHMAN'S SPAR- 
ROW: 20 Apr. ( I )  LC (LC). Lincoln's Sparrow: 26 Mar. ( 5 )  H WB (FB) ; 
22 Apr. (1) banded 2 J's (JNR) ; 6 May (1)  CoL and (1)  RL (MLB) . 

Lorafioas: B S B a s i n  Springs, BV-Buena Vista Marsh, BT-Byrdstown, 
C P 4 n t e n n i a l  Park, ChL-Cheatham Lake, CW--Cheekwood Botanical Gar- 
dens, CDL-Colcrnan's Lake, ,FP-Five Points, Lawrence County, GP--Goose 
Pond, Grundy County, H-home area, LC-Lawrence County, LH-Love H,ill 
(near CP) , NA-Aashville Area, OHL--Old Hickory Lake, PN-Plant 
Nursery (upper OHL) , RL-Radnor Lake, SHV-South Harpeth Valley, 
ZJ's-Two Jays Sanctuary, Wb-Woodbury, WR-Wmds Reservoir. 

Observers: FJA-Fred J. Alsop, M L S M i k e  L. Bierly, RTB-Ralph T. 
Bullard, F h F r a n c e s  Bryson, L,C-Lloyd Clayton, PDC-Paul and Dot Craw- 
ord, JED--Jon E. DeVore, CEF--Charles E. Farrell, LF-Louis Farre11 Jr., 
KLD-Kenneth and Lil Dubke, LJG-Larry J. Gates, =&Katherine A. 
Goodpasture, ROH-Rogcr 0. Harshaw, RH-Rabbie Hassler, LLH-Lee 
and Lois Herndon, MLM-Margarct L. Mann, GRM-George R. Mayfield, Jr., 
HCM-Harry C. Monk, JNR-John N. Riggins, JHR-John and Heather 
Riggins, WrnSW.il l iam Senter, ATT-Ann Tarbell, LOT-Lawrence 0. 
Trabue, DW-Morris D. Williams, MEW-Mary C. Wood. 

HENRY E. PARMER, 3800 Richland Ave., Nashville 37205. 

EASTERN RIDGE AND VALLEY REGION-Spring migration here was 
only average. No large concentrations or unusual movements were noted. 
Several parties found a total of 1 59 species in Knox County on 3 0 April 1972. 
The first  state record of the Ruff came from Sequatchie Valley, also a 
Fulvous Tree Duck from the same area. A Black-billed Cuckoo ncsted un- 
successfully in the Chattanooga Area. Virginia Rails wcre found a t  both 
Amnicola and AIcoa Marsheeperhaps they are nesting, a Black Duck nested 
at  the Alcoa Marsh. 

Loon-Coot: Common Loon: 16 Apr. (1)  HRA (KD, LD, LRH,  R T 3 )  ; 
26 Apr. (1)  BL (MD) ; 28 Apr. (1)  CrL (JH).  Double-crested Cormorant: 
2?  Mar. ( 2 )  CrL (TK)  . CATTLE EGRET: 4 Apr. (1)  ScV (LSF) . Common 
Egret: 16 Apr. ( 2 )  AM (KD, LD, LRH, RTB) . Black-crowned Night Heron: 
16 Apr. ( 3 )  AM and HRA (Kd, LD, LRH);  28 Apr. (1) AM (KD, LD);  
15 Apr. ( 2 )  AIM (JH, CN, MDW). Least Bittern: IS Apr. (1) AIM (JH, 
CN, MDW) ; 1 I May (1)  AM (LD). American Bittern: 20 Mar. ( I ) ,  16 
Apr. (4 ) ,  28  Apr. (1)  all AM (KD, LD) ; 12 May ( I ) ,  14 May ( I ) ,  both 
AIM (MDW); 15 Apr. ( 3 )  AS (GE, GW, ED). Canada Goose: 29 Apr. ( 3  
flying north) CB (KD).  FULVOUS TREE DUCK: I1 Apr. ( I )  SeV (LSF) 
Mallard: 15 May (4  paired birds) KSP (F JA, BB). BLACK DUCK: 12 May 
(female flushed from nest with 10 eggs) AIM (MDW). Gadwall: 26 Mar. 
(1)  PHL (LRH). Green-winged Teal: 2  AD^. (4) JCo (TK) .  Blue-winged 
Teal: 16 Apr. (100) AM (JD).  American Widgeon: 2 Apr. (12) JCo (TK) .  
ShovcIer: 2 3  Apr. ( 5 )  UTPSF (FJA). Wood Duck: 14 May (female with 
13 small young) 4th Cr., K ( F  JA).  Lcsser Scaup: 16 Apr. (136) AM and 
HRA (KD, LD, LRH, RTB); 1 5  May ( 4 )  KSP (FJA, BB). Bufflehcad: ? 
May (1)  KSP (FJA, CN).  Ruddy Duck: 5 May ( I )  KSP (FJA, CN) .  
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Hooded Merganser: 6 Apr. (2)  PHL (MD, HD) ; 9 Apr. ( 4 )  JCo (TK). 
Common Merganser: 2 May (1) AS (MD, VC) ; 7 May ( 1 )  KCo (TK). 
Red-breasted Merganser: 29 Apr. ( 3  ) AS (GE, PR) . Cooper's Hawk: 1 5 April 
Red-tailed Hawk: Nested a t  Erwin landfill and fledged 3 young (PR, GW, 
et.  al.). Marsh Hawk: 16 Apr. ( 1 )  HRA (KD, LD, LRH, RTB). Osprey: 
first 19 Mar. ( I )  HRA (Wilford Caraway) ; 23 Apr. (1) UTPSF (FJA) ; 
throughout period (1-4) AS (GE, PR, LRH, MD).  Ring-necked Pheasant: 
2 Apr. ( 1 male) Greene Co. (TK)  . King Rail: 15 Apr. ( 1 ) AIM (JH) ; 16 
Apr. (1  ) AM (KD, LD, LRH, RTB) ; 24 Apr. ( I  ) AS (PR) . Virginia Rail: 
20 Mar. ( 1 )  AM (KD, LD, Frank Ward) ; 26 Apr. and 15 May (1)  AM 
(KD, LD) ; 10 Apr. (2-4) AS (PR) ; 14 May (1)  AIM (MDW). Sora Rail: 
I 6  Apr. ( 1 5 )  AM (JD); 26 Apr. (11 )  AM (KD); 15 May (4) AM (KD). 
AmericanCoot: 30 Mar. (60) CrL (JH);  16 Apr. (16)  AM and H R A  (KLD, 
LRH, RTB); 7 May ( 2 )  KSP (MDW). 

Plover-Tern: Semipalmated Plover: 7-14 May (3-4) 4th Cr., K (F JA) ; 
7 May ( 9 )  KSP (FJA, CN, MDW); 14 May (20) UTPSF (FJA). Black- 
bellied Plover: 14 May (9) UTPSF (FJA) ; 2 Apr. ( 9 )  JCo (TK) .  Common 
Snipe: 20 Mar. ( 3 1 )  AM (KD, LD). Upland Plover: 9 Apr. (2 )  SeV (BB); 
22 Apr. ( 1 ) UTPSF (Joshua and Gil Banner, MDW) ; 2 Apr. ( 2 )  JCo (TK) . 
Spotted Sandpiper: 16 Apr. ( 2 ) ,  22 Apr. ( 5  ) UTPSF (MDW) . Solitary Sand- 
piper: 15 Apr. ( 2 )  KCo (MDW). Willet: 14-15 May ( I )  UTPSF (FJA); 
2 Apr. (1) JCo (TK). Greater Ycllowlegs: 4 Apr. ( I )  AS (VC); 6 Apr. 
(92) SeV (LSF) ; 15 Apr. ( 1 )  AS (GE, GW, ED, DL) ; 16 Apr. (24) HIlA 
(KD, LD, LRH, RTB). Lesser Yellowlegs: 2 Apr. ( 2 )  JCo (TK) ; 6 Apr. 
(37) SeV (LSF); 15 Apr. ( I )  AS (GE, GW, DL, E D ) ;  16 Apr. ( 3 6 )  HRA 
(KD, LD, LRH, RT13). Pectoral Sandpiper: 2 Apr. ( 15 ) JCo (TK) . White- 
rurnped Sandpipcr: 1 5  May (5-7) KSP {FJA, BB) ; 1 I May ( 2 )  U n S F  
(JMC). Least Sandpiper: 26 Apr. (2)  AM (KD, LD); 1 Apr. ( 3 5 )  CrL 
( JH)  . DUNUN:  16 Apr. ( 1 ) HRA (KD, LD, LRH, RTB) ; 14 May (I- 
sbrecding plumage) UTPSF (F JA ) . Short-billed Dowitcher: 14 May ( 1 ) 
UTPSF ((FJA). Semipalm~ted Sandpiper: May 7 ( 1 )  KCo (TK) ; 9 May ( 3 )  
W (PR). WESTERN SANDPIPER: 2 May (1)  W (MD, VC). RUFF: 6, 
7, 8, Apr. ( 1 )  SeV (LSF, BB, TOS members) first state record, details ro be 
pubiished. Herring GulI: 1 Apr. ( 2 )  CrL (JW).  Ring-billed Gull: 1 Apr. 
(300+) CrL (JH). Bonapartes Gull: 17 Mar. (17) NL (LS) ; 26 Mar. (75) 
NL (LS); 5 Apr. (270)  NL and CL (LS); 1 Apr. ( 2 )  CrL ( JH) ;  3 Apr. 
(1  8 )  BL (GE, RH, JM). Forster's Tern: 8 May (1 3) HRA (LD). Common 
Tern: 1. Apr. ( 2 )  CrL (JH). CASPlAN TERN: 30 Apr. (4)  KCo (Mrs. 
George McGown, Mrs. Sterling Ryder). 

Cftckoo-Sparrow: BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO: 30 Apr. (nest, 2 eggs, adult 
incubating) Signal Mt., Squatchie County, 2,000 feet eIevation (William and 
Mary Steele fide KD, LD), 1 May no change, 4 May nest empty. Barn Owl: 
16 Apr. ( l ) (KD) ; nested in Johnson City (Ralph Keffcr et. al.) ; 30 Apr. 
(1)  K (CN, MDW) . Barred Owl: 30 Apr. (1)  RR (KD, LD) ; 30 Apr. ( 1 )  
KCo (JCH, Chester Massey) One of the few Knox County records of this 
species. Chuck-will's-widow: 19 Apr. (1 ) Da (DJ) ; 19 Apr. (1) JCo (TK) . 
Whip-poor-will: 6 Apr. (1)  Da (DJ) Common Nighthawk: first 18 Apr. 
(1)  K (MDW). Chimney Swift: first 28 Mar. ( 2 )  Chattanooga (KD, LD); 
30 Mar. (5)  K (JH) . Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 14 May (female build- 
ing nest 30 f t ,  up in a sycamore) K (MDW). Red-headed Woodpecker: 2 
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pair through period on UTK campus (JH, CN, MDW);  nested on ETSU 
campus. RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER: 7 May ( 2  adults a t  nest) 
Catoosa Wildlife Area, Cumberland Co. (FJA, GE, CN, GW, MDW) . Traill's 
Flycatcher: 7 May ( 2 )  AS (PR, GE).  Least Flycatcher: 14 May (1  singing) 
Da (DJ). Tree Swallow: 26 Mar. (4)  GC (JMC, JCH, M D W ) .  Bank Swai- 
low: 9 Apr. ( 3 )  Erwin fish Hatchcry (PR).  Rough-winged Swallow: 26 
Mar. (10) CC (JMC, JCH, MDW).  Barn Swallow: 26 Mar. (10) CC (JMC, 
JCH, MDW). Cliff Swallow: 17 Apr. (2-8 nesting in barn) AS (PR, MD).  
BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH: 29 Apr. ( 1 )  Collcgedale (Carl Swaf- 
ford). House Wren: 18 Apr. (1) Da (DJ); fairly common around Morris- 
town and Dandridge (TK)  . Bewick's Wren: 1 1 Apr. (1  ) UTK campus (JH) ; 
16 Apr. ( 2 )  K (MDW). Long-billed Marsh Wren: 23 Apr. (1-3) AS (GW, 
PR) .  Short-billed Marsh Wren: 28, 30 Apr. ( 1 )  UTCF (FJA). Hermit 
Thrush: 29 Apr. (1 )  JC (PR, GE).  Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 20 Mar. (1) Da 
(DJ) . Water ,Pipit: 15 May (1. ) UTPSF (FJA, BB) . Warbling Vireo: 29 Apr. 
( 2  adults, nest being built 3 5 ft.  up in a sycamore) K (MDW). SWAIN- 
SON'S WARBLER: 1 Apr. ( 1 )  Da (LS) ; 7 Apr. (1)  near Tenn. Hwy. 27 
wcst side of Walden Ridge a t  1,260 f t .  elevation (LS, LD).  Orange-crowned 
Warbler: 20 Apr. ( 1 )  Chattanooga (LD) ; 29 Apr. ( I )  CB (Hunter Patter- 
son). Prairie Warblcr: 21 Mar. (1)  Da (DJ) .  Northern Waterthrush: 21 Mar. 
(1)  Da (DJ). 'Connecticut Warbler: I 9  May (1)  UTCF (FJA). Mourning 
Warbler: 14 May ( 2  RR (KD, LD).  2 1  Apr. (1) JC (PR). Bobdink: 29 
Apr. (10) UTPSF (MDW). Eastern Meadowlark: 30 Apr. (nest 4 eggs), 14 
May (nest destroyed) K (MDW). Rusty Blackbird: 2 1  Mar. (26)  Da (DJ).  
Dickcissel: first 7 May (common) JCo (TK) .  Evcning Grosbeak: 14 May 
( 2 )  Greenvillr: (JH). Grasshopper Sparrow: first 9 Apr. ( I )  JCo (TK) .  
Vesper Sparrow: 26 Mar. ( 2 )  CC (JMC, TCH, MDW) ; 9 Apr. ( 1  ) JCo 
(TK) ; 7 M a y  ( 2 )  AS (PR, GE).  LARK SPARROW: 22 Apr. ( 1 } UTPSF 
(MDW) ; 14 Apr. through period ( 2 )  near Kirnberlin Heights, Sevier County 
(GM, FJA). LINCOLN'S SPARROW: 30 Apr. ( 1 )  KCo (Beth Lacy).  
Swamp Sparrow: last 3 0 Apr. ( 2 )  KCo (MDW) . Song Sparrow: 22 Apr. (nest 
I cggs), 14 May (young !eft nest) UTPSF (FJA, MDW). 

lmcatiims: AIM-Alcoa Marsh; AM-Amnicsla Marsh; A S A u s t i n  
Springs; BL-Boone Lake; ,CC-Campbell Co.; CE-Chickamauga Battle- 
field; CL-Zhickamauga Lake; CrL-4herokcc Lake; Da-Daus; HRA-Hi- 
wassee River Area; JC-Johnson City; J-Jefferson County; K-Knox- 
ville; KC+-Knox County; KSP-Kingston Stcam Plant; NL-Nickajark 
t ake ;  PHL-Patrick Henry Lake; RR-Reflection Riding; S L S a v a n n a h  
Bay; SeV-Sequatchie Valley; UTCF-U.T. Cherokce Farm, Knox Co.: 
UTPSF-U. T. Plant Science Farm, Knox Co.; W-Watauga. 

Ol>sarrrrs: F JA-Fred J. Alsop, 111; B L D r .  Benton Basham; R T S  
Ralph T. Bullard; JMG--James M. Campbell; VC-Virginia Curtiss; ED- 
Ed Davidson; HD--Helen Hill Dove; JD-Jon Devore; KD-Ken Dubkc 
(Compiler Chattanooga Arca) ; LD-Lil (Mrs. Ken) Dubke; MD-Martha 
Dillenbeck; GE-Glen Eller (Compiler Elizabethton Area) ; LRH-Dr. Lee 
R. Herndon; JH-James Holt; JCH-Dr. J. C. Howell; DJ-Daniel Jacob- 
sen; TK-Tony Koella; DL-Danny Leach; GM-George and Beulah McGhce; 
CN-Chuck Nicholson; PR-Peter Range; L F L e e  Shafer; LSF-Lec Shafer 
family; GW-Dr. Gary Wallace; MDW-Morris Williams. 

MORRIS D. WILLIAMS, BOX 25 ,  Five Points, 3 8457. 
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EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION-Slightly below normal precipitation 
and temperatures were experienced during March and April, with May bring- 
ing above normal precipitation and below normal temperatures. Interesting 
records for the region include the Snowy Egret and Common Gallinule a t  
Roan Creek (near Roan Mtn.). Northern finches remained in the region until 
mid-May. 

Loons-Gdls: Common Loon: B Apr. (26) WaL (GW). SNOWY E G m :  
25 Apt. ( 1 )  RC (PR). Yenow-crowned Night Heron: 8 Apr. (2) HS (Gw). 
American Bittern: 29 Apr. ( I )  RC (GE, LRH, JM). Shoveler: 2 Apr. ( 2 )  
WaL (LRH, GE, PR); 17 Apr. ( 2 )  WaR (Martha Dillenbeck, Helenhill 
Dove). Greater Scaup: 8 Apr, (13 )  WaL (GW). Ruddy Duck: 8 Apr. (1) 
WaL (GW). Hooded Merganser: 2 Apr. ( 5 )  RC (GE, LRH, PR). Red- 
breasted Merganser: 8 Apr. (1) WaL (LRH); 1 5  Apr. ( I )  WaL (JM).  
Marsh Hawk: 2 Apr. (1) CR (GE, LRH, PR). Osprey: first 26 Mar. (1 )  
WaR (LRH). Turkey: 1 5  Apr. (2) UWMA (E-TOS). COMMON GAL- 
LINULE: 21  Apr. ( 1 )  RC (LRH, JM) ; 2 1  Apr. (1) RC (PR). Greater 
Yellowlegs: 14 Apr. (1) GL-E (JM). Least Sandpiper: 8 May ( I )  GL-E 
(LRH) . Bonaparte's Gull: 2 Apr. ( I  ) RC (GE, LRH, PR) . 

Owls-Vireos: Barred Owl: 29 Apr. (2) HM (GE, LRH, JM); 6 May ( 1 )  
RM (FWB). Saw-whet Owl: 28 Apr. (3)  GSMNP (FJA, JMC, MDW). 
Traill's Flycatcher: 13 May ( I )  GL-E (GE). Least Flycatcher: 23 Apr. (1) 
RM (GW) . OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER: 29 Apr. (1) HS (ED). Tree 
Swallow: S Apr. (3-5) WiL (GW, GE). Common Raven: 13 Apr. (2 )  Rhl 
(MS). Hermit Thrush: 2 Apr. (2)  RC (GE, LRH, PR). Swainson's Thrush: 
2 Apr. (2)  RM (MS). Blue-grey Gnatcatcher: first 2 Apr. ( 2 )  RC (GE, 
LRH, PR). Cedar Waxwing: 8 Apr. (300+) HS (GW). Yellow-throated 
Vireo: 15 Apr. ( I )  GL-E (JM) . PHILADELPHIA VIREO: 25 Apr. ( 1 ) 
HS (ED) . Warbling Vireo: 2 3 Apr. ( 1 ) HS (ED) . 

Warblers-Spmows: Swainson's Warbler: 5 May (2)  GSMNP (MDW) . 
Blackburnian WaAler: 2 1 Apr. (1 ) HS (LRH) . YelIow-throated WaAler: 
first 1 Apr. (2 )  WiL (fM). Prairie Warbler: 27 Apr. ( 1 )  ML (LRH, GW). 
Palm Warbler: 6 Apr. ( I )  GL-E (GW). Northern Waterthrush: 27 Apr. ( I )  
MC (LRH, GW) . Kentucky Warbler: 16 Apr. (1) RM (MS). Wilson's War- 
bler: 25 Apr. (1) H5 (GW, ED). Bobolink: 29 Apr. (6)  H (LRH, JM). 
Rusty Blackbird: 29 Apr. (16) HS (GW, ED). Blue Grosbeak: 1  f Apr. ( 2 )  
GC (LRW, GE). Red Crossbill: 2 Apr. (7) CR (GE, LRH, PR). Savannah 
Sparrow: 19 Apr. ( 3 )  HS (GW) . Vesper Sparrow: 8 Apr. (1 ) GL-E (GW, 
GE) . Fox Sparrow: 16 Mar. ( I  ) RM (MS) ; 2 Apr. ( 3  ) RC (GE, LRH, PR) . 

Locations: C R X o v e  Ridge on Watauga Lake, GC--Gap Creek, GL-E- 
Great Lakes property (in Elizabethton), GSMNP--Great Smoky Mt. Natal. 
Park, H-Hampton, HM-Holston Mtn., H S H u n t e r  Swamp, (Carter a+), 
MGMilligan College Area, UWMA-Unicoi Wildlife Management Area, RC 
-Roan Creek, RM-Roan Mtn., WaL-Watauga Lake, WaR-Watauga 
River, WiL-Willber Lake. 

Observers: FJA-Fred J. Alsop, 111, F-Fred W. Behrend, JMC- 
James M. Campbell, E S E d  Davidson, GE--Glen Eller, LRH-Lee R. Hern- 
don, JM-John Martin, PR-Pete Range, M S M a x i e  Swindell, E-TOSEliz.  
Chapter, T.O.S., GW--Gary Wallace, h4DW-Morris D. Williams. 

BRENT ROWELL, 2227 Edgernont Ave., Bristol 37620. 



THE M I G R A S T  
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11-1 Y OCTOBER, 1972 

FALL CREEK FALLS STATE PARK 
PIKEVILLE, TENNESSEE 3 7367 

This is the height of the fall color season so room reservations should be 
made early. A block of rooms a t  the ncnT inn containing two double beds 
cach has been se t  aside for our group, but rncmbers must reserve these on an 
individual basis by 1 5  Scpt., to be sure of your accommodation. A few larger 
cabins are still available on a first-come basis. For reservations write Fall Creek 
Falls Inn, Fall Creek Falls State Park, Pikcville, Tennessee, or call 61 5-881- 
3294. Be sure to state that  you a r e  with T.O.S. For further details about ar- 
rangements, contact George R. Mayfield Jr., Maury County Hospital, Colum- 
bia, Tcnnessec 38401. As in the past a registration fee of $1.00 will be charged 
for  each adult. Students free. 

14 October, Saturday 

8:00 a.m. Field trips to nearby areas of the park. 

12 : 00- I : uo p.m. Lunch. 

1 :00-2:00 p.m. Board of Directors Mecting. 

2:OO-5:00 p.m. Program-Tennessee's Wetlands: Past, Present and 
Future. 

'CHE W'ATER1;OB.L OF TENNESSEE-Jon A.  DeVore 
Results of a colnprehensive survey on  their breeding, wintering and mi- 
gration in thc state. 

NESTING WOOD DUCKS AND HOODED MERGANSER AT HATCIiIE R E F L ' C E - D ~ ~ ~ ~ S  
Jordon 

A total of 298 boxes have been erected with a record 90 percent occu- 
pancy.  One third to one half are used by Hooded Mergansers. If provided 
the proper conditions wildlife should thrive. 

'THE l I E l < O N  ROOKERIFS 01,  TENNESSEE-David P i t t ~  
A survcy of past known rookeries and their present status. How many 
will we have by the year Z O U O ?  

TVA A K U  THE DUCK RIVER EIEROK ROOKERY-James H. Burbank 
An up to date report of this most important rookcry. Can it be  saved? 

7 : 3 0 p.m.-TH t k UTURE OF TENKESSEE'S WETLANDS 

A member of the Tennessee Gamc and Fish Commission will explain how* 
members of t h e  Tcnnessee Ornitl~ological Society will have t o  take an 
active role in  preserving and maintaining our wcrlands for  future gencra- 
tions t o  en joy. 

15 October, Sunday, a t  your leisure, depart for home. 

For further details on the program, contact Kenneth H. Dubkc, Apt. 1, 
720  Rnccn Trail, Chartnnooga, Tennessee 37412 Phone 61 5-698-7787. 



PREPARATION OF COPY FOR PUBLXCATION 
The purpose of THE MIGRANT is the recording of o h a h  and 

o~iginai infomiation derived fmm the study of birds, primarily in the state 
of Tennessee or the area immediately adjacent to its borders. Articles for 
publication originate almost egclusively from T.03. 

Conuibumra should prepare manmcripa and submit them in a form ac- 
eptable to the printer, a f w  e d i d  approval. Both articles and b r t  no- 
are solicited bur them format should be somewhat different. 

Some suggestions to a u h s  for tk preparation of paper6 for puBliaeion 
are herewith. 

MATERIAL: The subject matter should relate to wme phase of Tennessee 
Ornithology. It sbolrld be original, factual, con&, scientifically accurate, a d  
nor subt ted for publication elsewhere. 

TITLE: The title should be umcise, sgecific, and descriptive. 
m L E :  Recent issues of THE MIGRANT should be usad as a guide in 

the preparation of manusmipa mom detail is needed reference should 
be made to the Styk Idand f o ~  Bidogjcd Jonmis  available from the Ameri- 
can Institute of Biological Sciences, 3900 Wismuin Avenue N. W., Wash- 

D. C. 20016. 
COPY: Manuscripta should be typed doubb s p d  on 8f x 1 I" paper 

with adequate margins, for editorid noutions, and should contain only entries 
intended for setting in type, except the serial page number. Tab& data should 
be entered on separate sheers with appropriate title and column headings. 
Photograph intended for reproduction should be sbarp with pod contrast on 
g h y  white paper in black and wbite (not in color). Instructions to the 
editors should be given on a atparate staeet. Weights and measurements s W  
be in metric units. Dating should be in "continental" form (e.g., 7 March 
1968)- 

NOMENCIATURE: Common ~IIW M d  be capitalized followed by 
binomial scientific name in italics only after the first occurrence in the text 
for both regular articles and ROUND TABLE NOTES, and &odd conform to 
the A.O.U. Check-list 5th edition, 1957. Trinomial should be used only after 
the specimen lm been masurd or campad with typical specimens. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: When there are more than five references in an article, 
they s h o d  b placed at  the end of the article, otherwise they should IX 
appropriately included in the mt. 

SUMMARY: Articles of five or more p a w  in length shodd be sum-  
marized briefly, drawing attention to the main conclusim resulting from 
the work performed 

IDENTIFICATION: Rare or unusual s p 5 e - s  identification to be accept- 
able must be accompanied by verifying evidence. This should include: date, 
the, light and weather conditions, exact location, habitat, optical equipment, 
distance, behavior of bird, comparison with other similar species, characteristic 
markings, experience of observer, other obmers  verifying obsemation and 
reference works cwsulted. 

REPRINTS: Reprints are available on request. Reprint requests &odd 
accompany article at  the rime of submission. 3ilhg to authors will be 
through the state T.O.S. Treasurer. 

Boob far review and articles for publication &ouM be submitted to the 
editor. Seasonal reports and items h l d  be forwarded to the appropriate 
departmental editor whose name and addren d l  be found on the inside 
front cover. 
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