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The photograph of the House Wren and Nesting Box were contributed 

by Robert Bdock of 602 E. Parkway Boulevsrd, EIizabethton in whose 

back yard the birds were nesting and in whrch lozaliry they are reported 

to have nested annually since 1939. 



T H E  M I G R A N T  
-- -.- 

Pablished by the Ttnnesree Ornithologleal Soelcty, to tiecord and 
L ? ~ c o , ~ a y s  tho S'3dy of Birds In  Tennessee, Ireuod In March, Juna, 
September and Docember. 

VOL. 27 JUNE 1966 No. 2 
I 

1 , THE HOUSE WREN JN TENNESSEE 
Page 23 - Line 2 - June 1956 E R HmDRON 

On February 14, 1949, Mr. Allen P. Phillip of 113 Olive Rd., Tucson. 
Arizona. wrote a letw to Dr. Jmes T. Tanner, a college mate concerning 
the House Wren (Tmglodytes wedon I in Tennesree. A copy of this letter 
was forwarded to your editor, a portion of which is quoted here: 

"I am writing you, however, a b u t  "The Migrant" one of the very bes: 
of our regionai paper\ as you cerrainly know. I read the ~ecember' 1943 
issue with great interest. especially Bruce Tyler's note on wrens, and it 
occurred to me that the Migrant could do a real service to eastern ornitho- 
logy by pushing this wren problem hard. I mean, if the House Wren is 
spreading into Tennessee, encourage careful work on the numerical status. 
past and present of borh Bewick's and Carolina Everyone writes thar the 
House Wren pushes out the Bewick's; but Mr. Tyler's note cednIy  suggests 
that the decrease of Bewick's is the important thing and that the House 
Wren pushes in when ( i. e.. after) Bewidc's disappears. 

So I'd like to suggest b a t  the Migrant gather and print all avaiIable in-  
formation on the numema1 status of Bewick's wren and the Carolina cow, 
and in the past, to see if maybe the problem won't be put in a new liyht 
as the years go by." 

This article is an attempt to summarize the information of d l  references 
in THE MIGRANT during the past twenty-five years (1931-1955). 

Ornithologists of note, in their publications have inferred that the House 
Wren did not breed in ?znnessee. In his "Handbook of Birds of Easte:,n 
North America" by Frank M. Chapman-second revised edition, p. 401, 
states "---- the southern limit of breeding range south to Kentucky and 
Virginia." In Birds of North $kmlina" by Pearson, Brimley and Brim!e!j. 
1942, p. 253, they give "---- the southern limit of breeding range 
K~nt01-kv and North Carolina." In "A  Field Guide to the Birds" by RoOger 
r. Peterson, second revised and enlarged edition 1947, p. l8G; he also 
gives as the southern limit of breeding range, south to Virginia and Kentucky. 

The first nest;nrr rccord of the Houw Wren in Tennessee, of which we 
hive knowledge. was found by Robert R. Lyle (IS, 29,1947) ) near Johnson 
Citv in 1913. This likely is the same nesr referred to (5, 54, 1934) in the 
~~recedinq article entitled "The Nesting Byrds of Northeast Tennessee" 5). 
Roberr B. Lyle and Bruce P. Tyler, they had this to say: 
" 9 7 e " s  very saarin~lrr in the Transition Zone; more common in the Grin- 
dian Zone. on top of Roan Mountain, where on July 7th. the birds were 
observd in full song, but no nests were found." 

All references are to THE MIGRANT unless otherwise indicated 
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Chronological references in THE MIGRANT nre given w'th ac omp~nyin~ 
comments (3, 27, 1932) - one banded by Mrs. Ame!ia R. Lskey at her 
home in Nashville. (3, 28, 1932) - Ben B. Coffey of Memphis comments: 
'The first time 1 have seen House Wrens here was on April 17; two at  
wideIy seperate locations." (3, 30, 1932) - Bruce P. Tyler of Johnson City 
stated: "On May 1, I had the unusual experience of observing a pair of 
House Wrens here. This recalls to my mind an experience with these birds 
which occurred here one spring a few years ago, when a lone male stayed 
in my yard for a b u t  three weeks. Hoping to have a new breeding bird 
about my premises I at once pur up a special nest box in order that "Mrs. 
Jennie" would be pIeased should she put in her appearance. The male sung 
continously and seemed entirely pIeased with the surroundings. At that time 
a pair of Bewick's Wrens were about to bring forth a brood of young from n 
nest under the sleeping porch and in another they were completing a set 
of eggs. One day it became evident that relations between the two kinds of 
wrens had become strained to the breaking p i n t  and war to the death ensued. 
Both the Bewick's Wren's nests were destroyed and the young killed and 
after several days fighting all of the birds disappeared, never to return. I 
mourn for my Bewicks still, since thev had come regularly every year and 
we were much attached to them." "NOTE: While the House Wren has never 
k e n  reporred nesting in Tennessee, we have read many unfavorable reporrs 
a h ~ r  its nest and egg destroying habits in the North. Our two breeding 
species, the Bewicks and Carolina, art entirely peaceable toward each other 
and toward other birds, and we think it wouId be best to discourage the 
House Wren from extending its breeding range in this direction.--MS." 
(George B. W d r i n g ) .  (6, 74, 1935) - (BPT) again states "Th? Eastern 
House Wren appeared at Johnson City, Tennessee, April 25, 1935. T h i s  
species is regularly observed during migration but nests here only with ex- 
treme rxrity. A few miles ro the north in Virginia it nests regularly. Perhaps 
in rime i t  will extend its habitat to include this I~ality." (7,  26, 1936) 
(BPT) adds this species to the wrnter list for Northeast Tennessee. "In 
December, 1935, this species was frequently observed, probably being delayed 
transients." (7 ,  38, 1936) - (BBC) - "The House Wren, with not more 
rhan two records for any previous spring. was noted in Overton Park on April 
14, 20, 21, 24 (two) and 25; a few were f w ~ n d  s;nginq." (8,  15. 1937) - 
(BBC) 'A House Wren was seen on the river b!uff edge at Trigg Avenue, 
Varc5 11.'' (8, 76. 1037) - ( Alfred  rlebs.-h ) - T'I-- l r :  1': - " 2 n;cr find 
on October 9 was a Carolina Wren rind a House W-prl 'n the slme cedar 
tree. with the bird srudenr only six feet away. The House Wren obligingly 
pave samples of his song." ( 12, 7 1, I94 I ) - ( Robr t  Tucker ) - Memphis - . . 

a House Wren was seen st Payne Avenue and Wolf River o n  Oct 4." 
(13, 2-3, 1942) - In an artic!e ent:r!ed "The Wrens of Tennessee ,I 

summary is given of the observations previourlv Iisted here wirh somu 
additions and comments regarding the various divisions of the state by 
several observers. "This is a rare trans:mt in Tennessee. more often fount1 
in the sprinw thln in thp fall. Since tho r.--cies nests north of the Ohio River 
nnd ?inters along rhe Gulf . . and soutl?\:.~rd, mosr migraqs must, pits over 
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i!i: SC.ILC in one night's time." "Memphis area - no records from 1928 until 
Api t  1 7, 1932,  ---- Generally one or two records of s:ng;e birds each 
spring ----." Nashville area - Rare and irregular spring transient, present 
some years and absent others. Majority of records are in the last two weeks 
in April with extremes of April 1, 1922 and May 10, 1931. Two were seen 
on May 10, 1922; all other records were of single birds. In 25 years exper- 
iehce I have seen 25 birds (Monk). The bird is so shy and wary in Middle 
Tennessee that he is no doubt overlooked very often. In these 27 years on 
3BO0 trips or daily records I have these; April 4, 1917 - 1; 1922 - April 24, 
29 and 30. On the hner date the bird was singing his rattling song quite 
frequently. I also have a fd m x d  and two spring records. (Mayfield). Only 
a few records on rhe Peabdy campus, a represenmtive migration period 
being March 23 - May 2, 1932. (Shaver)." Knoxville area - One sight 
record by Mrs. Meyer on April 29, 1939, at the Idand Home Sanctuary." 
"Johnson City area - Quite rare. Observed on top of Roan Mountain, near 
Cox's Lake at Johnson City and on Beaver Creek, just south of Bristo!." 
(BPT). "Great Smoky Mountain National Park - A rare migrant. I have 
bur one record - a bird seen October 7, 1938, near park headquarters ( 1  
miles south of Gatlinburg) at 1450 feet alritude. 

Mr. Raymond J. Fleerwood, . -- -o'wrved this species in Cades Cove ( 1800 
feet altitude) on October 22 and 23, 1934 and on April 22, 1935." (Arthur 
Stupka) . "Subspecies - The Eastern House Wren (Troglodytes &do# d o * )  
would probably be the more common race found passing through the state. 
The only specimen secured by the National Museum party was a somc- 
what grayish phase of the Ohio House Wrm ( T ,  la baldwini), colIected 
near Reelfoot Lake, October 23, 1937 (Wetmore, 1939). One of this race 
was collected Jan. 16, 1938 nr Rosedale by Vaiden. The only winter record 
at Memphis (White Station), December 30, 1941, was a specimen collected 
by Burdick and cataIoged at the Louisiana State University Museum as .I 

Western House Wren ( T .  A p ~ k m m z i ) .  All three forms may occur reg- 
ubrly."' ( 13, 10, 1942 ) - Robert Tucker of Memphis has done a splendid joh 
ilIustrating the House Wren along with five other wrens which occur in 
Tennessee. ( 13, 23, 1942 ) - A House Wren was recorded by Burdick an~l 
M m n  at Mason2 Diary on Dec. 30 and Smith and I recorded one at Wolf 
River and Payne Avenue on Mar. 6" (RT).  (13, 43, 1942) - "---- House 
Wren, hlillin*mon, April 26 ( BBC an3 RT) ." ( 13, 63,  1942 ) - Great Smoky 
Mountains - "----the House Wren was observed at close range with Su 
binocu1ars by Srupka who found ir again next day and observed it in f i l l  t 
srmli~ht--,--this is our first w'nter recnrd of a bird that is a rare tran- 
sient here at best; ----" (AS Dec 20, 1942). ( 14, 56, 1943) - Nashville 
- Sentember 26, Ganiet's camp on Stone Rive1 "---- 1 House Wren, --- -" 
(Conrad Jamison). Elizabethton (LRH ) ( 17, 6, 1946) - "Of particular in- 
terest to us was the finding of the House Wren, it being heard singing at 
four different locations. At this date, (lune 16, 1945) these birds were 
doubtless on their breeding grounds. The first was at a farm house across the 
road from the Wayland (Cloudland) school on the State Line R d ,  the 
sxon 1 w x  near the intersection of the Shell Creek and State Line Road, 
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both points being in Tennessee. The other two were in Elk Park, M. C.. anc 
as we entered and one as we Ieft town. The llrter two wc i?iJ not hear on 

" 

the following day as it was raining when we passed, but rhe orhcr rwo we 
heard singing in approximately the same locations as the day before." (J7, i 
11, 1946) - a record of a House Wren in Memphis by Albert Leigh POW~II, $ 
Jr. presumably a winter record. ( 17, 14, 1946) - Knoxville region - Henry 

' Meyer - "On April 29, 1937, Mrs. Meyer heard and saw a single bird at the ' 

Island Home Sanctuary. From 1939 to 1944 I have no records of this bird; 
however, Mrs. Meyer's diary of May 12, 1944 stares: "I was attracted by the a 

famdiar song of the House Wren so common at home in IUinois and dis- 
' 

covered one carrying sticks and grass into the rustic bird-box near our out- 
' 

door oven.' ----During this entire period of time May 12 through July 4 
ody one House Wren was seen or heard at any one time, and we concluded " 

that our visitant was an unrnated bird." "So far as I know there are no winter 
records of the House Wren for Knoxville. A note from William Walker re- ". 
porn a House Wren seen and heard in the Island Home'area on March 24, . 
1945. This is our eadiest spring record." "On May 15, Mrs. Meyer's diary c 

again reports a House Wren singing in our yard. We hoped it would stay 
and acquire a mate, but a nesting record does not seem to be imminent for f 

the bird has not been seen again." ( 18, 29, 1947 ) - Shady Valley - (BPT 
and RBL) In June, 1934, Messrs. A. F. Ganier and Bruce Taylor spent s 
week in Shady Vdey, in Johnson County, in extreme northeastern Tenn- 
essee, studying the birds but did not list the House Wren. On May 24, 1947 

- "Our attenrion was called to this bird by its characterist~c song. The nesr , 

was m n  hated  in a hole in rhe top of a fence post in cleared land, and 
was found to contain two eggs. The House Wren has Iived rather abun- . 
dandy in the valIey extending from Bristol to Roanoke, Virginia, but ir 
rarely crosses the line into Tennessee." ( 18, 62, 1947) - Memphis - ( BBC ) 

+=- "On the March trip to &~KOII  Park on the 33th., 3 House Wrens (earIy 3 c+u: and uncommon) ----." (19, 44, 1948 - Henry M. Stevenson and Arthur , 
,? *; 
y y  " Sfinks) "Within its qeogra~hical range, this little wren may be found at 

)?$ a 
almost any altitude in the southeast. ---- Another was seen at 1500' near 

zr i .  . 
,kk: 

Gatlinburg,Tenn.,December20and21,1942."(19,73,I948) -Statusof 
1 9: + 

the House Wren in Northeast Tennessee - (BFT) "The House Wren was - unknown in this tetritory save as a rare spring migrant. During the last 
- 3 3  I I four years a very few singing House Wrens have k e n  noted during the ;. 
, e  A 

F breeding season but have nor returned to their l ~ - t i o r w  7 scron I ve-lr. This 2, > .  . , year, 1938, however, the pair that was repotted in THE MIGP 4NT last ' 

P year has returned to its original nestinn box and r a i d  two sets of nestlings, 
one in the original and one in a neighbring box. The inference might welt . 

C , be that this pair of wrens hzs definitely settIed in Johnson City." 

u L "During the Iwt twenty yews about. the Bewyck's Wren has decreased in & - ;  

numbers until at this time it is one of the rarest of our birds. The m n  ' 
3. 
4' 

A ,  is that the House Wren and the Bewick's Wren refuse to dwell in peace in " 

the same genera1 habitat. Wherever the-1 meet they fight. The House Wren g.; 
has driven out the Bewirck'slWren and is very slowly d i n  possession Now s" 
we have records for two successive y::rr of the House bren breel:ns in @ 

1 L. - f  ", ,f# L ',+ > - 
' j  I "  

> >  . 
2 J $2 ' r  !*!:. , 
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Johnson C:tj  md also in Shady Valley." (19,74, 1948) - House Wren Nest- 
ing at Grwnetfifle, T e r n  - (J. 3. White) - "In 1947 this pair of House 
Wrens apparently hatched two broods and myed untiI abut the first of 
September. Their feeding range seemed rather limited, being mainIy a 
v&t lot that I had used for a pden.  In April, 1948, they returned to the 
same box, and another pair built close by in a hole in an aspen tree. This 
year b t h  pairs left about the middIe of August." He stated there is some 
evidence that the House Wrens are not at a11 uncommon in Greem County. 

1 (22, 17-18, 1949) - Blountiville - (Thomas W. Finucane) Mr. Finucane 
I located thirty-two singing House Wrens in BristoI on Jdy 4, 1948. At the 
I home of Mr. WilIiam Turner. 227 Taylor Street, four birds could be heard 
I 
I singing at the same time. Mr. Turner stated that he had had House Wrens 

since 1935. The folIowing day Mr. Finucane observed foween House Wrens 

i 
in Kingsport. Mrs. Thorns of Elirabethton reported a pair of House Wrens 
nesting near her home. On July 25 ,  Mr. Finucane and the writer located one 
House Wren in Elizabdtton, about thirty in Bristol and three in Johnson 
City. (20, 29-31, 1949) - Mr. F. W. Brehrend lists the House Wren among 
+the birds to be found on the approaches to the mountains rather than on the 
mountain top He listed the House Wren among the summer residents of I 

1 the Transition Zone in Upper East Tennessee. He also states that of unwual 
I interest is the occurrence of Iarge numbers of House Wrens in the Kingsport 
i 
i 

chapter's territory. (20, 32, 1949) - The Spring Field Days. "House Wrens 
were seen only in the northeastern corner." (21, 32, 1949) - Notes of 

1 . Smne S@mens of Birds from Shelby County, Tennessee. - (R. E. Tucker! 

I + "Ohio House Wren (Trogkodytes aedow baldwimi) There is only onc 
I I spcimen of the House Wren from Tennessee in the L S. U. coUection Ir 

I was reported, in error, as a specimen of pas.&md#ii (THE MIGRANT 1940 
v. 13-3). but upon re-examinarion it was found to be a typical exampIe nf 
bnldwini!' (21, 52, 1950) - (James T. Tanner) - 'This year for the f rs; 
r8me House Wrens were found nesting in Knox County; singing birds werc 
fmnd 5y J. C. Howell late in May, and on luly 4 two nests in the same gen- 

I era1 I d i t y ,  were found." (21, 63, 1950) - Kinpsport - ( T W F )  - "The 
Ho-~se Wren continued its upward trend, while Bewick's and Carolina W r ~ n s  
held their own ('21, 63, 1950) - Birds of Carter County, Tennessee (LRH 1 
"HOIIW Wven (Troglod?etes aedos). Rare summer resident. Extreme dares 
April 13 to October 4. One nesting record in Lily Addition of Elizabethton, 
1948 (E. H. W.). (22, 12, 1951) - Mem-his (BBC'I - "----on Dec 24 wc 
recorded ---- 2 House Wrens, --,-." (22, 33, 1951 ) - Some East Tenn- 
e w e  Bird O'lservations - ( TCH) - "My first observation was a singing male 
seen near Corryton in northeast Knox Co., on July 16, 1949. No nest was 
found. On July 4, 1950, in the Lonsdale section of Knoxville I was shown 
r H o n ~  Wren nest in a suspended gourd in the back yard of a private horn:. 
The home owner, Mr. R. C. Ailor, and his wife, twk an interest in the 

- < 
zctivities of the birds and they told me that the nest contained eggs. A male 
Ho11s- Wren sanq in an apple tree above the suspended nest and a seconrl 
individual was seen to leave the nest. In the m e  yard in a tml house 75 
f*t from the first nest was a wand nest of this species. The male of this 
pair sang frequently while I talked with the Ailors. A third singing mdc 

I 
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heard in a yard three blocks away from the Ailor home seems to i n d i ~ t r  
that this species is becomina established as a breeding b.r.l." (22, 47. 1951 1 

- KnoxvilIe - (J'TT) - "Other unusu~l  nesting records were of H o w  Wrens, 
which apparent& nested again in the ~ o & e  section of Knoxville, --,,." 
(22,49, 195 1 ) - Kingsport - (TWP) - "Mrs Switzer reparts that three pairs 
of House Wrens nested this summer in an area of about three acres in her 
neighbrhood. Last year one pair of Bewick's Wrens and one pair of Houe 
Wrens nested in the same area. The Bewick's Wrens appeared in April, but 
did nor remain afrer the arrival of the House Wrens in May. Carolina Wrens 
aIso nest in this area, and Mrs. Switzer said that she hm heard all three 
singing at the same time." "The House Wren is primarily a city bird. More 
specifically, he is a bird of residential districts where there are gardens and 
shrubbery and of course, Wren Houses. In SuIlivan County there are very few 
House Wrens outside of Bristol and Kingsport, and probably a hundred in 
each of them two cities. I have lived in BlountviLle nearly Six years and have 
seen onlv one and heard onlv one other House Wren there. Besides the two 
transients I have seen nor hArd no others outside of the cities of Kingsport 
and Bristol. On the other hand, Bewick's Wrens are distributed generalIy 
over the country (22, 65, 195 1 ) - Reelfoot Lake - (Howard and Evelyn 
Barbig) "- -- and House Wrens were observed at c!ose range by all membrs 
of the party." (Dec. 30, 1951 ) . (23, 25 ,  1952 ) - Kingsport - (Ann H. Swit- 
zer) - "House Wrens are increasing in numbers year by year in this area. 
We feel that 23 is a very conservative figure, low because we cover little 
residential area in our census." (23, 57, 1952) - Nashville - (Katherine A. 
Goodpasrure) - "Two House Wrens in song w Apr. 23 were reported by 
H. C. Monk; he also had reports on Apr. 26, 27, and 29." (23, 53, 1952) 
- Knoxville - (JTT) - "One record indicating a change that began some time 
ago is of a nesting Hou* Wren in Knoxville, active on May 4, 1951, was 
the first year that nesting House Wrens were reported in this area." (23, 
5 5 ,  1952 ) - Kingsport - ( AHS) "in the second week of July the Kinffsport 
Chapter made a casual census of nesting House Wrens, repning fifteen 
neiting mirs in ten lrards and gardens scattered over the southeastern section 
of town." (24, 12-13, 1953) - A Census of House Wrens in Upper East 
Tennessee - (LRH) - If the fifteen House Wrens reported from Kingspt ,  
in the preceding reference, are added to those re:n-te.1 in this sumlnnry, :i 
total of forty-six s:np;ing ma!es or prohble nestin: pairs ware reported from 
Kingsport, Greeneville, Johnson Citv, Bristol and Elimhethton near the 
middle of July. (21, 59, 1953 ) - Greeneville - (Mrs. Richard Nevius) - 
"Mr. and Mrs. White found House Wrens in early June. a t  the pmk of their 
nesting activities, to be abundant in town Mr. U'hitr Inc~rcl a b o ~ ~ t  29 pairs 
about town." (24, 60, 1953 ) - Kingsport - ( AHS) "In this summer census 
nesting House Wrens were also noted. 1 rota1 of 24 in rbe resirlentid areas 
in rhe northeast section of Kingsport." (25. 14-15. 1954) - House Wren 
Nesting Survey in Upper East Tennessee. 1953 - (LRH ) - The total 5inqin.g 
males reporred for this census was 50, with no repat from Bristol. or an in- 
crease of six over the preceding year  hen Bristol was included ( 75. 15, 
1954) - Memphis - (BRC) - " A  H ~ I I C -  Wren wa$ found hem Raleir'l on 
Oct. 31 and Nov. 28 bur not on Dec. 27 or an. 24." (29, 49-50, 1954) - 
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Mid- Juiy House Wren Su- (July 110-9) (LRH) - A total of sixty-three 
ns were reported for the census perid. The increase over the 
ar was equd to the birds reported from new locations as: Knox- 

in Gty, Roan Mountain town and She11 Creek. Although 
dge, Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge, SevierviIle and Newport 

were covered none was found. Shady Valley which had previously had birds 
nesting there, produced none. From Rmn M o d n  town through Burbank 

ntain produced no birds. (25, 51, 1954) - A H o w  
Tressa Waters) - A House Wren appred there at the \ 

, took possession of an abandoned Bluebird nesting % 

carried new nesting material. A week later he dis- I k* 
did not return. "--- - the only House Wren, so far as we can 

ascertain, that has ever visited this area." (25, 54, 1954) - Chammaga - 
Among the spring migrants was a House Wren on March 9. (25, 55, 1954 ) 
- Greeneville -, (RRN) "J. B. White found nine pairs of House Wrens . % 
nesting about Greeneville, a marked reduction over last year's numbers." (26 

+ , 45, 1955 ) - Sewanee - (Harry C Yeatman) - Several birds are mentioned . v 

, . as extending their breeding range in Tennessee, among which the House 
I 

- Wren is extending southward. . a < 

THE MIGRANT references to Christmas and Spring Census lists are not 
listed here. House Wrens have been listed in the Christmas counts six times 
and a11 since 1949. Only one bird was reported in each instance except thc 
1950 Memphis lisr which reported 2. Other census reporting them were 

- ReeIfoot Lake (2  ) , Garlinburg ( 2 ) and Johnson City ( 1 ) . AU of the spring 
census fsts containing House Wren reports have been since 1944 except Onr 
from Johnson City, May 1, 1932 ( 2  ). 

HOUSE WREN REPORTS on SPRING CENSUS 

Location , Times Reported 

KnoxviIle - -- - - - - -- -- - - - - --, - - - -- -- - - ,-- 4 

i Greeneville - - - - - -- -- - -, - -- + -- - -- - + - + -- -8 
Kingsport ---,-----4--------------------7 
Johnson City -----------------------------1 
Bristol -----------,-----,---+--+4++----3 
Elizabethron - -- -, - -, - -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -9 

Number ReporceJ 
1 
3 
1 
8 

61 
104  

2 
72 
29 

Conclu+ons: 1. During the p a s t  several years the House Wren appears to 
have established itself as a breeding species in East Tennessee. 

1. T h e  breeding ran= of this species appears to be progressively extend- 
ing in a so~~thwestward direction across East Tennessx. 

3. There is no record of House Wrens nesting on the higher mountain top 
of East Tens-. I 
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+, 4. More than 90% of the House Wrens located on breeding bird censuses 
have been in the residential section of our towns and cities, in contrast to the 
Bewick's being found ch~efiy around farm homes in the country. 
1533 Burgie Street, Bliz11Mton, Term-. 

THE 1956 SPRING FIELD DAYS 

. By T. 0. S. MEMBERS 

The spring field days for Memphis and Lebanon were rained out, leaving 
only eight areas to report. The period covered was from April 21 at Chatta- 
nooga to May 13 at Reelfoot Lake. The total of 179 species compares favor- 
ably with previous counts. Only the three immediately preceding counts ex- 
ceeded this one. In 1954, the year of the largest nurnhr of species, 197, 
twelve localities reported, and the next highest 191, in 1955, ten 1ocaIities 
reported. 

The birds reporred from each locality are listed in the 'Tabular Record ." which follows. The Id i t i e s  are arranged from west to east across the stare. 
' The general information from each locality follows with additionaI infor- 

mation regarding birds marked with an asterisk (*). The abbreviations 
used are: "A" -abundant; '%" +ommon. "FC" -fairly common. 

REELFOOT LAKE-Four participants with Howard Barbig, the corn. 
piler. 

NASHVILLE-The count was made on rhe ozcasion of the annual meet- 
ing and covered the rwo days of May 5 and 6. The list was compiled at the 
conclus~on of the business meeting. The territory covered was in the vicinity 
of Nashville, Radnor Lake, Buena Vista Marsh and the Warrier Parks. 

CHATTANOOGA-The same area was covered as on the Christmas count. 
Weather - dear with light wind; temperature 31 degrees to 70 degrees F. 
Twelve observers with Adele West, compiler. Obsemed immediately pre- 
ceding the count were: Wood Duck, Crested Flycatcher, Barn Swallow, 
Whip-pr-wil l ,  Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Prothonorcry, Blue-winged 
Tennessee and Pairie Warblers, Scarlet Tanager and Pine Siskyn. Florida 
Gallinuule was found at the same loc~tion as in 1955. Wmlcock was the 
first observed in 3.5 years. 

% .  
pks< : KNOXVILLE-The usual area within 7% miles of Sharp's Gap. April 
. d t  
cp: > 29, 1956, dawn to 2:00 p.m. with a few observers working until dark. Pardy 
c & ~  , cloudy, windy and after early morning. warm to hot. Thirty observers in &$ 15 parties; James T. Tanner, com~iler. The Redhead and Binmecked Duck, 

+ .  were here later than usuaI, seen by 13n)-kway Crouch. The Woodcock were . 
* .  identified bv Sammuel R. TIvton. tb- R'u~-winged Warbler by MTT. R. A. 

,,I* . Monore. and the Nashville Warbler by losevh C. Howell. Because of the bc- 
low average temperatures that persisred until a few days before the FieW 
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Day, most spring migrants have been arriving later than ususl. The Black- 
billed Cuckoo, however equalled the earliest recorded date and the Shorr. 
billed Marsh Wren, a rare transient identified by J a p h  C. Howell, was the 
earliest recorded in this area. The total of 132 species is the highest ever 
achieved here on a Spring Field Day. 

GREENEVILLE-The usuaI area of Greenevdk, TuscuIurn, White's Mill. 
Nolichudcey River, Camp Creek Bald appmaches, Rming Fork and Bluff 
Mountain was covered. 5:00 am. to 7:30 pm.; clear temperature 68 degrees 
to 80 degrees F.; twelve obeervers with Ruth Nevius compiler. Mrs. J. B. 
White reported the Rough-legged Hawk. She noted the large size, white tail- 
tip and dark rim about the back edge of the wing. 

KINGSPORT4lear to partly overcut with light to medium wind. 4130 
am. to 7: 30 p.m. George Rogers, Spencer Meeks and a visiror from Michi- 
gan reported the American Egret, Black-crowned Night Heron and Westem 
Sandpipers. The latter were also observed by the Finucanes, compiler. This 
was the first record for this species in the Kingsport area. 

BRISTOL-The area covered was in the vicinity of Bristol, Washington 
and Sullivan counties, King College, Holston Vdley and Belvedere Heights. 
Weather cloudy and coId with medium to high wind. Eight participants 
in six groups with Miss Angie Loylm, compiler. 

ELIZABETHTON-The usual area was covered with more of the Holsron 
Mountain included. The Brownings obsemed the Lawrence's Warbler at 
dose range and in good light on Lynn Mountain. They were able to observe 
and check characteristic markings with Peterson's "A Field Guide to the 
Birds" on the spot. This was the second record for the area (THE MIGRANT 
21, 65, 1950), and the third for the state {THE MIGRANT) 23, 8, 19531. 

TABULAR RKORD OF SPRING FIELD DAYS 

SPECIES 

Common Loon --,-,--,---------- --- ,-- -,1 -,- ,,, ,,- --- -.... 
Pied-billed Grebe ,,-,-,-,- ,,,-,,, ,,, ,,2 -- 1 --I - - A  ,,, ,,, --3 
Double-crested Cormorant -,-----, --4 --- --- --- --, ,,, --- --- 
Great Blue Heron ,,,,,,,-,,,-,, -3 --.. --- -10 --- --- --- - - -  
American Egret -------------,-- --2 --- --- --- ,,- ,- 1 --- --+ 

Snowy Egret -,-,-------------- -30 ,,, ,,, ,,, --- --- --- --- 
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LirrJe.. Blue Heron - - - - - - -- - - - - -- - 200 - , - , -1 - - ;: -+ -, - , - - -, I 
Gem Heron ----,,-,,,,,------- --1 -10 --6 --4 2-8 --9 --- --- 
Hack-crowned Night Heron------- ,,, 100 --3 --9 --2 ,,3 ,,, ,,- 

Yellow-crowned Night Heron-- -- -, - - - - -2 - - - - -- - -3 - - - - - - - - .. 
American Birtern -----------,-,- --- ,,, --2 --I ,,1 ,-, --- --- 
,Mallard Duck ------I----------- --- --2 --- --- --- --3 --I --+ . .  , Pmrad Duck ----_-'- ...-,,,-,, ,--- -,- --- --- ,,, --- --2 --- --- 
Blue-win'w Teal - - - -- - - -- -- - - - - - -6 -2 5 I04 -26 -24 - - - -16 --5 

s .  Wood Duck ------,,,,,,,,-,---- --6 --2 --- --4 --- --- --- ,,4 
Redhead Duck ------ 1 ---------- --- -,- --- --1 --- --- ,,, -,, 

, .  - 
Ring-necked ' Duck :--"1-- ,-- - -- --- --I --- -1- --- ,,- 
Lsser Scaup Duck - - - -- - --- -- - - - -- , -- - -,I - I2 ',:, , l f  --: - 11 
Turkey VuImre -,------------ --- --6 -12 --7 - -2 -16 -20 ,,4-,,-9 
Black Vulture ------,,- ,,,-- ---- --- - -8 --- -,3 -22 1-1 -- - 
Sharpshinned Hawk -,---------- -,- --- ,,- --- ;--,I --- -- - --- 
-per's Hawk --,,-,--------I-- --- --I --- - -5  --1 --- -,, --2 
Red-tail4 Hawk - - , -- --, -,,, ,,,, , , , , -2 -, , , -1 -- 1 - -- --- , -  - 
Red-shouldered Hawk - -- - - -- -- - - - -1 , - - ,, - - -- - - - ,- - - -- - - - 

i I  , , . 
Broad-winged Hawk -- Li ,,-,---- --1- - - I  -3 --- -I- -s5  ;-.. --- 

. ,  I . . . , .  , . . . Rough-legged Hawk + - - .. - -- -,, -, - ,, , ,, , - -, ,, , ,- 1 ' - -- -- - 
, ;; , - 2 :  1 h l d  Eaglt I - - --, - -- -- - , -- - -- - -- - - - -- - - - - - - 1 -, P- ,, , - -- . ,  . ,. , , . ,  , . ,  

Marsh Hawk ----------,,,---- :;--~,,i-> -,L-,L-~ -I;- --- ,;-.,r--; 

Osprey - -- - --, -- - -- --- - -- - -- - -, - - , -- 1 ,, - , -2 --,I - - - - - - , -3 
Sparmw Hawk --,,-,,,,,,,,,,-, ,-1_,-6 --1 - -5  --2'.--1 , , , ,  --- , . ;-7 
R-uffed Gmuse ,-- -,?- ,- --- -,- --, -10 

I . .. 
0ob-yhite . .. .--,--, ,-4 - 16 -16 -43 ,-2 -24 ',-- -22 .,. 

k p  Rail --------------------,- ,--2 -- - , I , ,  --- -,, ,,, --- ,,.- , . , , . . > . , , . . Florida ~allinule +,,,---,----,--- L-2 --- --I -,- --- ,,, --- ,-> 
Cmt ......................... -50 --3 -12 --3 --I ,-'I --- 
Semipalmated PIover -------- L ---- -- -: - 15 - -- -- - -,- - -- --- --I - , t L  .' . ,  , 

Upland PIover - ------ --- -------- -+, -- 1 --- -,- --- --A -- - -- . 
Killdeer - -4 -15 -12 -55 -24 -31 +-2 -17 
Woodcock ----------,--------, ,-- --- --1 --2 --- --- --- -,- 
Wijson's Sniw ------- -. ---------- - -- -- 1 -27 - I 3  --I. --- --- --6 
Swtted Sanddmr - -------------+ --2 --9 -- - - 10 --3 - 13 --- -14 
Solitarv k i d d o e r  --------,------ -,- --9 --4 -19 --9 --1 --- - 14 
Grbter Yenow-Iegs - -- --6 --- -10 --- --2 -1- --- 
Lesser Yellow-legs - -, ,-, , - - - -- -- - - - - - 15 - 1 1 - -4 - -2 - -6 - - - , - - 

L .  PectomI Saildplper ------------:-- --- ,,, ,,.. --1 ,-, ,-, --- --.. 
teasr ,Sandpiper -30 ,-- --4 --1 -12 ,,, ,-- 
Wetern Sandpiper* , , ,, , -, ,,, -- - - -- - - - - - - - -- -A - - -7 - - - -- - 

7 Herrim Gull . --------------,,-- --- ,-- +-.. --- ,,- --, --- --7 , + 

Ring-billed GulI ,--------------- -- - --- --6 --- --- --, ,-- -,- 
,. , 

Least Tern ..................... -12 ,-- ,-, --- ,,, -,-, --- --- . . 

Black Tern ..................... --7 --- --- ,,- --- ,-- --, --I . . . - 

Mourning Dove -------,--+,,..-- -25 - C -94 145 -74 147 -36 -32 
Ydlow-billed Cuckoo ----- ------- -- 1 - 2  1 ,,, -,2 .,3 -1 1 . - + - -3 
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Black-billed Cuckoo ---------,--, ,,, ,,, ,-- - - I  --- --- --- I-- 
Scheech Owl ------------------- - - I  --- ,-, --- --2 --- --- --- 
Barred Owl ----------,,,,,,,,-, --- ,-3 --, ,,, --- --- --- --- 
Short-eared pWl -- - - - - - - - - ---- - - -, - - -1 ,,, --- --- - -- -- - - - . 
Chuck-will's widow - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - -- --3 --4 -23 - - 1 ,-2 -- - - - - 
Whip-poor-will - ------------- - -,, ,,2 -,, ,-4 --- --I --- -- 1 
Night Hawk -d -+---+- L +-,++--+4 --2 --9 --- --7 -3 -11 -** --- 
Chimney Swift ----- --------- --- -10 - C -40 130 -GO -78 --- -3 1 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird ----,- - -3 --9 ,-- --7 --7 --3 --I --2 
Belted Kingfisher -, - - - - - - - - -- - ,- - - - - -4 - - - - -8 ' - - 3 -- - - -5 
Pileated Woodpecker - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - -2 - - 3 - -2 , -7 - -7 - - 1 ,, - - 1.4 
Flicker ---,------------------,- --2 --9 -22 -33 -18  -37 -15 -25 
Red-bellied Woodpecket --- ------ --4 -FC -12 -19 --2 -- 5 --- -- L 
Red-headed Woodpecker ---- ----- -- 1 --6 -,8 -1 1 - 10 --8 --2 --- 
Hairy WdpedLer - -- - - - - - - -- - -- - - 1 + -3 - -4 - - 3 - - f - -2 - - - ' - -4 
Downy Woodpecker ------------ --3 -10  -14 -15 ,-8 -,7 --2 --8 
Eastern Kingbird ,,------------, --- -14 -,3 -30 -14  -17 --, ,,I1 
Crested Flycatcher ------------,- --6 -24 --- -27 -22 -20 --1 --4 
Phoebe ........................ --2 - -5  - - 5  -36 -18 -21 --- -25 
Acadian Flycatcher - - - - -- -- -- --, + - -2 - 12 - -- - -7 - - 1 - 12 ,- - - -2 
Wood Pewee ------------------- --7 -14 --- ,-3 -13 -36 --1 --b 
Horned Lark --- --- --- --6 -,I --6 --- --6 
Tree Swallow ' ------------------ --3 --1 --- --- --1 --1 ,,- - - 2  
Rough-winged Swallow ---------- - --6 - 10 - -6 -22 - -7 -42 --- 20 
Barn Swallow ------------------ --2 - -5  --- -16 -31 -14 --- -,+4 
Cliff Swallow --- --- -15 --- --- --2 --- --- 
Purple Martin -------I,--------- --- ,-2 --3 -70 -13 -22 --, --8 
Blue Jay --------- - --------,------ - -3  ;FC 72 145 -54 -89 -32 -78 
Crow ......................... -10  -20 -33 185 -66 -65 -16 -81 
Carolina Chickadee -------------- - -5  -16 -28 -85 -1 5 -19  -41 -30 
Tufted Titmouse - -- ------------ -20 - C -44 -85 -26 -39 -43 -50 
White-breasted Nuthatch -- 1 --- -3 1 --4 --- --2 --7 - -6 
House Wren ----- --- - -- --- --2 - -5  -16 --- - -5  
Winter Wren ------------------- --- --- --- --- --1 --- --- --- 
Bewidc's Wren ---------,------- --a -12 --1 - -5  --5 --3 - - I  --6 
Carolina Wren ----------------- -12 - C  -21 105 -22 -40 -16 -55 
Long-billed Marsh Wren -- -- - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - - - , - , - - - - - 
Short-billed Marsh Wren ------,-- - -- -- - --A -- 1 --- --- ,- - -- - 
Mdingbird ,, ------------------ - - 5  - €  -31 I55 -44 67 -25 -38 
Carbird --- -10 --2 -33 -19 -38 -,- -33 
Brown Thrasher ------------,--, --1 -15 -24 -46 -24 -38 --9 -49 
,Robin ......................... --1 -C -79 I55 226 -97 58 -8s 
W d  Thrush -,8 - C -13 -75 -16 -54 --- -45 
Hermit Thrush. -,--------------- --- --2 +,- --I ,,1 --- --- --- 
Olive-backed Thrush ,-------,-,-- --- - C --- --3 --3 -33 --- -- 
Grayxheeked Thrush ,,-, ------- --- - -3  --- --+. --I ,,3 --- -- 



- - or:?>H 

Veery --.. .-----I- *I. -. , + -. - . . -- ,- -..G A -  - ,,2 ,..- ,+I ,,, ,, 1' . '?;-;$ 
BIuealrd ,,,,,,,,,,,----' -------- --I -C -14 -70 -29 ,-I5 --6 -26 ' >  ,. 223 

, 'UI. BluPpy Gnatcatch -----,----,, ,̂ ,6 ,i2^ -21 -85 ,44:22 ,,, ,33-, ,,x+j 
G o l d e a - m e d  K@k --------- --- --- ,,, ,,- --- --- --- ,,i 

) ..'.:$ 
Ruby-cmwRed Kinglcr --,---,- L-- -,, -21 ,,7 -10 --- L-- -If --I ,PAP. 

,;, 2 $. 
. Cedar Warwing -l-,-, -,,-,, ,-- -, 100 --- -28 ,,, 150 ,,, , .+" . ' 

. , . I ,  -cad Shrike ,,- -,,--,,--,,- --2 --6 - -2 ,,5 -,I ., -, - -, -21 .I I.* 
?;:- 

Starling ,---,----,--,,-- - ,-,__, -14 - C  160 330 105 XH) 151 132 , , \..:dJ ,% <; 

Whitesyed Vireo -,,-L---------- --8 - C -13 -42 -13 -22 ,-, -23 , i '2: , , 

Yellow~thmd Vireo ,,-,-,-,,,,, 1,,6;,,4--5..~ ---, 4,-3,--7 . w - -  

Blue-beaded V i m  , ,, ,,-,,,-,-,,- ,- - ,-I - ,, ,, , ,,, :, , ,, ,,, , , -1- t .+ .. 
W-eyed Vireo ---------,----,-, -13 ,C  -13 125 -11 -,, -28 , -.'.*, - A -8%: I 

PlliIadelpb. virao ,,,------------ --- --2 -,- ,,, ,,I. ,,- --, -, ?:.; "j? 

' Warbling V h  -,-------------- -3 -12 --, --7 --- --4 --- --2 - ::,; -4 ". 
Black atid White Warbler ,-,,,,,, --- -FC --9--38 .-,2 -17 --- -29 .-:?<( 
Prothomtary Warbler ------,----- -16 -12 ,-, ,,, ,,, ,,I ,,- --1 +-- ? 

, < 
, 4:: 

- Wormeating Warbler ,---,----,,--,,- 3 3,-1-10 ,--, ,7 I ,. 
: !+<. , 

' 'Golden-winged Warbler ,,,,,,,--- --- --2 --- -3 -:-, ,-A --- ;,- 
r,Lo T;+ 

Blue-winged warbier ----,----,-- --, .,-2 --, ,,1 ,,,, ,,, ,,, ,,, 
- ' t  . 
, ,,, ' .- 

h q m ' s  . WaEbler? -,-,,,, , ,, , , , , , , , - - , , , --, -, - , , - - -- , -1 '..<.? ,., 

T- W B T ~  ,,,1--, "-9 -PC --- -,8 -, ,,9 -,, --- .',:; 3 
, Nashville..,Waz&r -1 A ,------ ,,, --5,,,, --1 ,,- ,-1 ,,, ,--- -'q , , , .- 

.- WyMer ,-,--, -,-,,- ,,,, ,,5 ,,4 ,,, -,- --I ,-3 --A :--9 , 
' .'' 
6 '.. 

, . ,  : Y d h ,  W& ,,-- ------- ----- -, -10 -,- -85 -23 -34 .--- -62 ' .. .* . 
I ! - 1  

' -  ~ ~ . . W s r r b l e c .  ,-i -,-,-,,---- --1 -,7 .,,, -9 --2 ic-----; .--- 
?"', 

< .!JiL. - . - a p d b a y  Warbler ,- ,,,,,-,,,,, ,,, ,,7 ,,- -13 -&- - -3-- -  --;- ,; 3 
:. - 

. ,Ha&- Blue Warbler ,-,,, ,-, ,,- --- --3,-,5, -17 - , . Y I I  

, . ",: 3 . . Myrtle: Warbler i --,------- ,,- -14 -52 -95 -23 ,-I ,,-.,22 , .  
<, -, 

~ h c k k t e d  Gteen Warbier ---- --- --7 ,,I -25 -2 ,,6 .--, -1 , 1 6  .& - 

WarbIer ,,,,-,---------- --6 -C --- -3 --- -10 --- A,- , > - , < * -  . *-* 
Blackbumian Warbler ,--,-------, -,, ,,5 ,,3 --2 -- 1 -2 --- -,5 : ' *" - > < .  
Yellow-throated Warbier ,. ,,-,-,,,__ --5 --8 --6 --I --, ,-1 --- --, , . > A  , .  

-, ,7> 

.Chatnut-sided Warbler - -- --,- -- -- - -, -,7 , ,- -15 , -1 ,,- , ,, ,,7 . L' . 
" ,  ,.,> 

- R a y - b d  Warbler , ,--- -- ,--, -- -- - FC -- -11 ,,, -23 , , , -,I ;?j 
Black-pDxled Warbler - -, ---- -- ---, ,% , A ,-- - -5 --- -4 - -, --2 . .  ,:: 

, ., 
Pine .WmbIer ---,--- --------,,- --- --- --7 ,,P -,, ,,2 ,,, ,,, , I 

&irk: Warbler -,,,,---,--------- --,, -,2 ,,- -25 --1 -13 --- --3 , .,!P 
Palm .Warbler - -- ------ ,, --,- ,, , ,,, -13 - - - --2 -, - - - , , --, - J q 

': r ,".- .Ovenenbird ------,,, -,--- ,----,,, ,,-. -10 -12 ,,8. ,,6 -2 1 -2 -91 . .:$ 
, - ,: -<: Nodem - Wm-duudl - -- - -- --,- - , ,, ,, 1. ,, , , A A ,, - , ,- , ,, , -,, , ."A 

m h - .  W~WTthwh - . .  3 ,  , .  - 0  - - 2  , -2; 
' & e f I  'W& ,,,----1------, -,3 FC ,,4 -12 ,,I -15 -----;I ' . ' - $:$ 
.Cbmiemicbt Warbler - ,- ,,, ,-,,,, ,.. , ,, ,- 1. --- , ,, ,,, , ,, - -,: ,,, , <,;<@ 

' *'* < 

lLidourning , Warbler , ,,----- -- ---- .- - 1 , , , ,, , ,,, ,, , ,,, , ,, -,, 
Yellow-throat -,--,------- L -,,,,, -30 , C -16 -54 , 

. H d  Warbler -----,,,--,,,,-,- ,-a PC --3 -,?- :, 

, > 

- - ' , > ' , . ,  . , >  <, , ' . I  -, -,. , ,, , ,, ; ' ~i , . 

f; * ., -; 13 -::.:<-.+ ? ", ;k:L;,,/, . - ,.,: , , w ,.. /;,: ;,, .%,;- <,>-,:,+ $ ; . L . : - r 7 n q .  , " ' - , * , >  ,,,-, t 7 '  

A * i"".: ;, - * . , ,?. -,:; ;$ <;;,T&;k ::. , ;,::&< 
h&& - a,kd&+q.d Y -&,*<, ..y+$&;ti;'&k$y:&&@ ;&?y, j??&&<?,. * > u,&; *g?&- 
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Bobolink --------------------I- --1 -65 ,,- ,-7 ,,, ,,, --- --- 
Canada Warpler ,--,,,-,,-------- --- --1 ,-, -,- --- --4 ,,, ,,.. 
Redstart ....................... -12 -13 --.. - -5 --I ,-6 --- -27 
English Sparrow ---------------- -25 - C  -52 -65 -90 100 -18 149 
Eastern MeadowIark ---,-,-,----- --6 - C -41 135 -33 -42 -16 -85 
Red-winged Blackbird ----,----,, 200 , C 330 335 -69 -58 --9 -46 
Orchid Oriole ---- - ,- --- - -- -- - - - - - -3 PC ,,1 -55 + 16 -20 - - - - -2 
Baltimore Oriole -------------- -- --I --7 --, ,,7 --6 --7 -- - -- 3 
Rusty Blackbird - , , ,, ,-- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - --- - - - -- - -49 - - 1 
Grackle ....................... -40 - C --7 355 -73 -!N -75 170 
Cowbird ,-,-,,,---------------+ -20 -15 -26 -82 -25 -32 - -5 --# 
Scarlet Tanager - - - -- -, - - , - - , - - - - - - - C -, - - 3 1 , -4 -2 6 - , - - 14 
Summer Tanager --------------- -C -12 -55 -15 -30 -,- - -I  
C a d n a l  ---------,,,----------- -50 -.C -79 255 -17 110 -44 107 
.Rose-breasted . Gmbeak - - - -- - -- - - , - -36 - - - -34 - -7 - -6 -- - - 15 
Blue Grosbeak ,----,------------ --- --l --I --- --1 --- --, ,- - 
Indigo Bunting - - - -- - --, -, , -- - - - - 1 5 - C , -2 -79 -42 -77 - - - -28 . . Dlckassel ...................... -25 -52 --- --- --- , -- --- --- 
Purple Finch ,,-,--------------- --.. --- --3 --- --9 --2 -45 104 
Goldfinch -------------I-------- --I FG 100 230 -70 -66 -36 125 . . Pine S~skm - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - --, - -- - -8 - - - - - - - -, - -- - - - - - - 
Red-eyed Towhee ----------- --- - 15 -61 130 -26 -46 --8 -80 
Savannah Sparrow -------,,------ --- -15 --8 -23 --2 --1 --- --1 
Grasshopper Sparrow - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - .. - - 7 - - 1 -2 3 - -9 - 17 - - - - -4 

1 Vesper Sparrow ----,,,-,-------- --- +..- --- --- --- --- --- --- 
Bachrnan's Sparrow -------------- --- --I ,,1 ,,1 --- - -5  ---. --- 
Slate-colored junco , - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - + - - - - -4 - - 1 - - - - - - --7 - -2 
Chipping Sparrow - -----a - - -- - - - - - - - C -13 -64 -36 -12 - - 5 - 3rl 
Field Sparrow - - - -- - - -----a - - -- - - - 3 - C -35 100 -22 -54 - - - -64 
White-crowned Sparrow ---------- --- --8 -73 -20 --4 --2 -15 
White-throated Sparrow -- ,------- - -- - 16 --- -77 -21 --3 -12 -51 
swamp S p m w  --------,,------ --- ,-2 --2 --2 --- --- --- +-2 
-Song Sparrow -, ------ ---------- - --- - + - - 10 120 -24 -63 -13 -98 

TOTAL --,--,------------- 82 135 88 132 109 216 43 111 
GRAND TOTAL OF SPECIES ----- --- -~_--- - - - - - - - - -+-- - - - - -  - 179 

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE NESTING DATA AT NASHVILLE 

By AMELIA R. LASKEY 

A Shrike is often found year after year occupying a certain mall area for 
the winter or for nesting. In Nashville from 1948 through 1955, I have 
observed 7 nest of the Loggerhead Shrike (Lr~ks  hdouiciaws) in five 
seasons, built within a row of young trees along s few-hundred-yard m h  
of a welI-trwelled road in the Warner Parks area. Young trm ~ t l y  
twiew hackberries and elms border the road; meadows are adjacent where 
grasshopvrs are plentiful. In two seasons, 1951 and 1955, the resident pair 
successfully raised two b r d s .  Five of the swen nests were sucmssfd 
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Ail but two nem were in the hackberry trees, from 8 to 15 feet above the 
ground; the euly nests were bui t before the t,ecs were in kdr. &,ruse ot 
the diffidty of examining the nests often, it was not pssib!e ro obtain 
reliable data on the incubation and nest-occupying periods. Nests were typical 
of the species, made of twigs, interspersed with strips of cloth, paper, grass, 
and lined with feathers. Clutches of eggs ranged from 2 to 7, but it is p 
sible that something had happened to some of the eggs in the small set br- 
fore the nest was found. A. C. Brent (1956, U. S. Bulletin 97, p. 135)  stares 
that Loggerhead Shrikes lay 4 to 6 eggs, though 4 and 3 are commoner than 6, 

On April 3, 1947, a nest with 2 eggs was examined. It was built in honey- 
suckle vines on sapfings, nine feet from the ground. The following day it 
still cocrained only 2 eggs. The bird was seen incubating untiI April 12, but 
between that date and April 16, the nest was destroyed by a predator. 

On April 20, 1950, 3 eggs in a nest ahut ten feet from the ground were 
hatched by May 5 .  On May 19, the three young were perched on the nest 
rim and on June 1 they were perching on a nearby utility wire. On July 6, 
the adula were feeding nestlings in the next hackberry tree of the row, 15 
feet above the ground. Heads of two nestlings appeared above the nest rim 
as they were fed on July 11. 

In 1951 on June 5 , I  found a nest about 10 f e e t  up which was conspicious 
because of the quantities of white paper on the outer part of the nest. The 
following day it was examined; 6 eggs were being incubated. The young 
hatched before June 21. On June 26 when they were banded, the 6 nesrlings ' 
were nicely deveIoped with primary and secondary feathers breaking through 
thd sheaths. Some were stiIl in the nest on July 7. However on July 4, 5 and 
7, one nestling would hop out of the mt ro a nearby twig at the approach 
o f  a parent. All had left the nest by July 8. On August 8 two of the left-band- 
ed young were perching on a wire near the nest site. Sometime durinq that 
summer, two of the young were kiIled on the road nearby probably by a11 
automobile ( h n d s  were rerumed to me later, minus the exact recovery date). 

The 1952 nest was found on April 15  a b o ~ ~ r  8 feet up, but it was not 
mupied that day as Katherine Goodpasture and I dro7.e slowly past it that 
morning and again in late afternoon. The foltowinr! rnnmynp I examined the 
nest, finding 7 eggs and the bird incubating. Ruth White accom~anied me 
later that day. She observed one aduft feed the orher In th- tree bfore the 
incubating bird returned to the nest. On Aprii 20 the bird w u  on the nest, 
but was absent all of the foUowing day. On April 22, 1 exm'ned the deserted 
nest, finding only 5 eggs, one of which was punctured. 

The first nest of 1955 was found on March I7 about 13 feet from the 
ground, we11 proteacd by a dense mass of twips. The incubat'n~ bird was 
first seen on the nest in early April. By means of a mirror on a st;ck I coul;l 
discern small younn on Amil 30: on  I*-*.  r 3, four hqds  r4plezre.l a b ~ e  the 
nest rim and the younz were off by the 13:h By Jw 21, the adult W A S  in- 
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- ' abating 6 eggs in an elm acrass the road horn thd earlier nest a b w t  10 feet 
d. On June 27 1 banded the 6 nestlings which were still in the 

In addition, I have some dam on three Shrike nesu in other locations. 
1941, Arthur A. M & m y  used my ban& for 3 nestlings in 
le. The nest was also in a h a d c I e e  tree, 15 feet above the 

eq -7. . ground. He found alI of the nestlings ( 7 or 8 days old) bound by one leg 
I-;- L ta the nesr by a single strand of string that had apparently been used in the 
"I' ? 5 nest lining which alu, contained horse hair. 
%;s - 
.- &:+ 7 -  

On June 29, 195 1, Mrs. Goodpasture and I found three fledglings, with 
, x m 5  raiIs nearly full length, along Highway 100 beyond Edwin Warner Park 
h 4 : . 3 -  
b, *'.. where we had frequentIy seen the adults in several seasons. 
: --,* " . 
,+ 
'F. On May 14, 1952 I banded 6 welldeveloped nestlings (one appeared 

I slightly younger) from a nest in a roadside tree in WiIliammn Count). 
- which Ruth White had found previously. She saw at leasr one of the young 

. - 
-7 
F 2- after fledging. . ?. _ - 1521 GRAYBAR IAMB, NASHVILLE, 12 TENNHSSB 

C 

,=:w-*" . 
.: > - HARRIS'S SPARROW IN THE MID-SOUTH 

. ," A 
I 

By BEN COFFEY, jR. 

., . . . 
- I .  I 

One of the most interesting of recent "westeners" wintering in our area 

. , is the Harris's Sparrow (Zosotrdcbh qamIB). Records indicate either a 
temporary, periodic or climatic exrension of range and, hint at what additions 

. - 
;?- > 

- to our knowledge of local bird distribution could be made if field work was 
-- . - carried out at.other times as intensively as it is done on the Christmas Counts. - T- ,;::= ;$ C,. Although recent emphasis here has been on "fields", much work in likely 

--- - .  habitats by a very few of us, did not produce the records that the one-a-year 
event did. Most of our records were also on the counts. The Harris's Sparrow 

*:i: - + + 
has the happy facu!ty of often presenting itself as a "first" record by entering 

. a banding trap md the first two Tennessee records were no exception. On 
2; .>-- 
, 

, Dec. 10, 1933, Mrs. Amelia R. Iaskey (1934, - The Auk LI ( 2 )  : 245-246, 
= . i.- 
- .  ".> - and (The Migrant 5, 15, 1934) trapped an immature male at her home in - C - < - --. . - 

hTashville. On Dee. 28, 1939 Joe Mmn,  Jr., noted an immature near his 
-5. ... :*-,, - home east of (but now inside) Memphis, and on Jan. 2, 1940, found pre- 

:-' sumably the same one, in a banding trap. It was released the next morning 
, z , ,. , - + after verification by the late Austin Burdick, Jr., and the writer. - .  
--.-;,. 7- 

:- C . 
;:: - , 

Our recent chain of records began with the third Tennessee m r d ,  an 
, . immature seen on the Memphis Cwnt, Dec. 21, 1952, by Luther &on and 

n, none NOV. 28, 
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often associated, numbered up to 28 (Nov. 28), but in subsel. 'l-nt .- se~sons 
we were unable to find either species, despite re1at:vely unchang-1 habitx. 

Meanwhile, Charles McPherson, Jr. found qgerzcla at his home, a flock 
of about ten from Jan.11, 1953, thru Mar. 3, with the last, a single, on Mar. 5. 
Six were banded. A mile south of there, the Charles Seahorns reported 3 at 
their feeders in late February with two last seen Apr. 28; two were banded 
Both places are on Riverdale Road, Germantown and have had flocks of 
White-crowneds present, long before that restricted winter resident became 
fairly common. The Harris's returned in smaller numbers the next two seasons. 
Mrs. Seahorn saw one on Nov. 6 and 7, 1953, only; next the group were seen 
in mid-January (2 banded Jan. 23) and 5 on Mar. 6. McPherson's first re- 
port was for one or more Jan. 3. The third season Mrs. Seahorn reported the 
first seen, Nov. 10. 1954, and 6 on the Count, Dec. 26, with sinqle bandings. 
Tan. 23 and Beb. 23. The only\ report from McPherson's was, 2 on the Count 
by Mrs. Coffey. None was reported this past season from either of these 
Riverdale Road locations, although the White-crowneds were as regular as 
ever. The very intermittent banding totaled 13 individuals with no repea:s 
or returns. 

A fourth locality for the first season was near an Audubon Park dump, - 5, 
Mar. 27 to Apr. 16, 1953, by Reed Knight David and Don \Vilson. No 
further records there, but on the next Count, Dec. 27, 1953, Mrs. J. H. MI:- 
Whorter, Miss Jennie May, and these young men (Southeast plrty) found 
2 on Quince Road, with 5 there Mar. 6 (BC, RDS). The area was subse- 
quently cleared for a city subdivision. Since none was seen at the four 1952 
localities for this Count, a second new group (of 5 )  helped, I.C.R.R. and 
Mitchell. by R. Demett Smith, Jr., George Peyton Tt., an3 Richmond Gill, 
Jr. (Southwest party). Seven were seen Jan. 24 (BC, LC, GP)  and three 
were here for the 1954 Count, Dec. 26 (RDS and Dr. Harry Wilcox). Ed 
King and the Charles Wilmeths also reported 2 on Dec. 26, 1954 out east, 
a locality not visited since Anothei single season record was by Thompson 
Bonnei, east of Whitehaven an immature at a gravel pit Nov 27, 1953, 
but not a Harris had been seen this past season at the two German- 
town homes, our Count h o ~ e s  were on the Southwest mot of '54 where 2 werc 
s z n  Nov. 12. 1955 (GP, Harry Landis. Jr.. David Brown) for the third 
season. They were not found (Dec. 26) but for tun~te!~ S?utheast ~ g n ' n  loc- 
ated a new group, 4, with large n u ~ 3 e r s  of White C - ~ W " I C ~ S  (-ITS. J. H. 
McW., EK, Mary Davant) and No-r'~ (fhas. P . fq~e~s Edwin Poole, BC) 
found it first, - 2, in a Whitecrowned yard at Woolstc~c'c 

Here, it thus seem the species will usuxlly be fo11-1.l w;th White-crowned 
sparrows and will show for about three n.'-Iters at T &en l x a t ' o ~  I hsve tlo: 
heard them sing or "'chatter" here. The Shelbv County repor" for four 
winters total ten localities. on the a~orc.-;ma- nerihenr of 1 5  bv '9 viles. 
Three were for three selsons 2nd onn '?* two selsms 9lse~here  L u t h ~ r  F. 
Keeton reports three seen Feb. 1, 1953 at Mason (60 miles northelst of 



THE MIGRANT 

MempLis), the on:y time he could find them there. Kilian Rmver reported 
them nr Hantervilie on Feb. 22 and Mar. 6, 1954. 

On the Nashville Count, Dec. 27, 1953, Mrs. Kidmine A. Goodpasture 
found one (THE MIGRANT 24, 81, 1953 ) - the d record there. James T. 
T m e r  (Ibid 26, 20, 1953 ) reports the first East Tennessee record, that 
of a single seen at a Maryville feeding station, Feb. 10 to 26, 1955. 

Thomas D. Burliegh in his "The Bird Life of the Gulf Coast Region of 
Mississippi" ( 1944) gives the first report of the Harris's S w w  for that 
state, a female collected Feb. 17, 1942, at GuIfport. The third report wau 
given by Merritt G. Vaiden (The Migrant 24- 75-76, 1953) who collected 
w o  Apr. I8 and 19, 1953, in Rosedale from a group of five located by 
Bobby Collins. Among a few spots I have worked across the line for this 
species, is US Highway 51 towards Hernanda, and a cross-road from Horn 
lake west. On Feb. 14, 1953, (The Mid-South Bird Notes 1953:6) I found 
two, 6 miles north of Hernando and just west of US 51. The next season, 
six were seen Nov. 29 (BC, HL) but none on Feb. 27, 1954. On k. 18, 
1954, one was found but none Feb. 27, 1955 or Dec. 4, 1955. On the 
latter date X tried the mad west from Horn Lake a community 4 miles north 
In Feb. 1953, I found several flocks of Whitexrowned Sprrows there, in- 
cluding one of 25. The following winter, road widening had ruined most 
cover, but this last season a few were in evidence,-including 20 at a ditch 
0.7 mile west of the E.C.R.R. With the latter I found a single Harris's on 
Dec. 4 and Jan. 28 but missed it on two later trips. Elsewhere we have look- 
ed especially ar Lakeview and in parts of Marshall and Benton Counties. 

I 

! Locdty common in extreme western Arkansas, recent observers in eastern 

i Arkansas have recorded Harris's Sparrow to some extent at certain points. 

I The late C. M. Owens banded one at MonticelIo within the few weeks p;e- 
vious to a letter of Dec. 14, 1935. Broowe Meanley and Johnson A. Neff. 
(Wilson BuIletin 1953, 65 (3 )  :20I ) wrote of banding one near Stuttgart, 

i Nov. 27, f 950, and collecting an immature male near Nady, Nov. 3, 1952. 
Bro& advises me that he saw over 30 near Pendleton Ferry Apr. 24, 1953. 
By intensive birding we have found it several times and places in *he Lonoke 
area. Our first' were 8 miles nottheast of town, 1 on Nov. 16, 1952, 10 on the 

I ( w n t .  net 20, and 1 on Feb. 1; the next season, 3 there on Nov. 26, 1953, 
by the hxrdest. and none later. We couldn't even find the large number of 
White-crowneds there the third season but last winter some of these were 
b c k  A single was recorded at the hatchery on Counts, Jan. 1, 1955 and Dec. 
24. 1955. Three other spots in the area produced 2 on Dee. 26, 1953, and 1 
and 2 on Jan. 1, 1955. - On Dec. 20, 1953, we decided to try Crowlep's 
Kidge for this species and found at: our first stop on Ark. hwy. 1, 5 miles 
r - ~ t h  of Forrest Citv, we found 10 (onIy time I've heard the song in the 
Memphis area). At 6 miles norrh we found 3 more but from there to Vam- 
dale. no others. At DeVds Bluff, Oct. 29, 1955, Mrs. Virginia G. Springer 
reprted 3 (M$BN 1955:22). 
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REPORT OF T. 0. S. ANNUAL MEETING, 1356 
On May 5 and 6, 1956, the Tennessee Ornitho!ogical Soc et;? held it; 

annual meeting a t  Nashville with headquarters at VanJrrbilt Llnlvc~s.ty, 
About 110 membcrs attended. Surcessful fiell trips wore held S ~ t u r J ~ y  and 
Sunday mornings. Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. Ganier entertained Friday nigh: 
with a reception at thier home for early arrivals. 
The business of the Society was transacted at a meeting of the directors 

Saturday afternoon and of the members Sunday noon. Mrs. Ben B. Coffey, 
Jr. was Mistress of Ceremonies at the dinner meeting, and Mr. E. D. Schreibr 
led the commemoration of the Society's 40th. anniversary. lauding the efforts 
of the three living founders, Mr. Albrt F. Ganier, Dr. George R. Mayfield 
and Mr. Dixon Merritt. Entercainmenr consisted of a film, "The Prarie Chick- 
en in Missouri," which showed the courting antics of several species of west- 
ern game birds. 
Dr. James T. Tanner, retiring Editor, was presented a bund volume of 

THE MIGRANT, and Dr. Lee R. W n d o n ,  the new editor, was introduced. 
Mr. Thomas W. Finucane. 1434 Watauga St.. Kingsport. agreed to cmr. 
dinate hawk migration observations for the fa11 of 1956. The members 
authorized the purchase of T.O.S. shoulder patches for resale to memkrs as 
a means of raising money and advertising the Society. 
The dates of May 4 and 5 were set for the 1957 meeting, the place to be 

easr of Nashville, and a committee was appointed to select the site. 
The Sociew re-elected all of its officers: President, Lawrence C. Kent of 

Memphis; Vice-president for West Tennessee, Eugene Cyperr, Jr. of Paris; 
for Middle Tennessee, C. E. Ruhr of Nashville; for East Tennessee. J. B. 
Owen of Knoxville: Treasurer. Reverend W. A. Hearn of Memphis: Sec- 
retarv. Mrs. E. M. Wfest of Chattanmga: Editor, Dr. Lee R. Hcrndon of 
Elizabethron; Curator. Alkr t  F. Gainer of Nasville; Director for West Tenn- 
essee. 1. D. Thomnsnn of Paris; for Middle Tennessee. Dixon Merritt of 
Lebanon. and for East Tennessee, Mrs. E. E. Overton of Knoxi~ille. 

WILLETS AT SEIVANEE-In the r n o r n k ~  of April 24 1Q56 fotlr 

Willets (Catobtro*hor9~.r rern;+akmdf~r) were 0 5 ~ ~ v e d  at  rest an4 in fliphr 
bv Mr. Charles Bird on the newly impounded lake O'Donnel at  ncsrbv 
llniversity Farm Pond. The large size and Inqa biIh indicsre rhat t h e ~ e  
birds were the Western (C. s. k~owaatw) rather than the Eastern Willer 
( C.  J. remi~ca1n~at.a~ 1. -HARRY C. YEATMAN, Dept. of Biol., Un:rersiry 
of the South, Sewanee Tenn. 

NOTES ON COWBIRD BEHAVIOR 
Hy DlXON MaRRIlT 

Cabincroft, Sunday June 244owhi rdc  were ~ ~ ~ p m h f t r e  abow the olac-a 
this morning. Their presence was not -*-*~sull. n-llr the:. nbl.nh*-- f Ilvrp 
seen cowbirds much more fvquentlv this vear t h m  ever btfote v h k h  malr 
be at least partly due to the fact that mv s.tArlle r w r e  has ~rrl.red in the vard 
d l  snrina and summer and some of tl-- birds have been aImost constantly 
about; her fpet. \Yh-n I -nr un at 5.71- -'i:c morn;tlo an4 rmk nl.~ f:-cr look 
aro~~nd-the mare not ;n the ysrd 3: +'I- :-mrl-not lesx thnn f i f ty  CowbIrds 



were in sight, in the yard and the adjacent pastufes. They continued to mill 
about while I did my morning chores and thmugh breakfast tme, then dis- 
appeared. 

When I drove out at 9 o ' c l d ,  I ran into the Cowbird flock 500 yards 
from the house. To the left of the road at that point is a rather dense wood- 
ed hillside. To the right is open pasture of bluegrass, white and hop clover. 
Down from the woodsy hill and across the pasture runs a deep ravine thar 
we call Crooked Root Gully. The Cowbirds, keeping up a constant chatter, 
were flying from the trees to the ground in the open pasture and back again, 
criss-crossing over my head. 

Leaving my car on the bridge, I crept up the gully under cover of a tangle 
of d o g w d ,  bIack gum and hidcory. From a vantage point hardly to be ex- 
celled, I saw- 

The branches over my head full of young Cowbirds, still scrawnily-fathered 
and gawky and old Cowbirds bringing fmd and poking it into clamo~ous 
mouths! 

As far as I could determine, about as many males as females participated 
in the feeding. A bird would drop a n  i w c t  into an open mouth and imme- 
diately fly back to the pasture. I could not, of coarse, identify all of the in- 
sects that were brought bur I know they were largeiy young grasshoppers. I 
was aple to identify one Katy-did, stilI gray-green rather than clear green. 
(Our Katydids are not didding yet.) 

I was not abIe to see nearly as much of this performance as I wanted 
to see. Unfortunately, I had an appointment that would nor wait. When I 
got back, not a Cowbird to be seen or heard. 

I am glad to be abIe to report something good about birds of wh'cb 
heretofore only evil has been spoken. Cowbirds do have at least some vestige 
of parental instinct. This gathering seemed rather a joyous reunion than a 
coming together of dlsowned children and disreputable parents who had 
never seen one another before. 

EDITORIAL 
Ygnr B ~ J  With Camwa la The Mid-South 

Mem~h,hls 117s a growing number of bird hunters who are not bothered 
bv bag lirnits or hunting licenses. They do their hunting with m r e b k s  and 
cameras. 

Such hunters are Rev. and Mrs. William Hearn, Kirby Stringer an.! 
his wife,, and Dr. Carroll Turner, who have all spoken out publicly about 
the pleasures of "bird watching". 

Their only concern is for the coflse~ation of birds and wildlife, and for 
the growth of population of human being that is  crowding bird$ and animnls 
farther and brther back into the corners of the diminishing wilderness. 

Members of the Ornithological Society are a hardy lot-persistent and 
wtient as any hunter with a gun, as ready to charge through marsh to 
identify and photopph a duck as a hunter is to shoot it. Moreover, wives, 
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, < c  EDITORIAL 
YW Bkds Witb Cmmd I* The M : d - S o d  

children, even grandmothers go along--so that their kind of hunt be~omcs 
a wholemme family venture. 

As wild game subject to hunting with guns grows more scarce these 
nature lovers will keep alive the great sport of hunting. They never kill, so 
every bird of every kind, and animals too, will remain in the wilderness 
for the pIeasure of not just one hunter who gets a lucky shot, but for an 
unlimited number of hunters. 

And the bird watcher who brings a picture back home for everybody to 
see need never tell a taie of his successes, for him that picture proves it 
always. 

Bird watching and nature hiking is a g d  thing to promote in the Mid- 
South, which is blessed ,with so many miles of forest and river b r m m  
wilderness. -Memphis Press-Scimi tar. 
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