




RUBY-!lYSROATJ3D HUMMINGBIRDS 
Photo by Chsrles F. Pi-ckering 



T H E  M I G R A N T  
VOL 24 DECEMBER, 1953 NO. 4 

EmMmNGBIEDS 
By CHARLES F. PICKERING 

For many years I have tried :to atbact hummingbirds to my ba& 
yard, and I finally succeeded tbb They came about mid- 
mer,, and my conservative figureg show I fed them about one and ane 
half m o m  nf sweetened water in the proportion of one part sugar to 
two of water* 

The f e e h  I had purchased earlier in tbe OBar each -of 
an o u m  test tube with a red artificial flower at its lower portion. Th- 
tubes were attached b stakes at about five feet the ground. The 
8- or rodspiercedasmall can where the joints were soldered. This pre 
vented ants from reaching the sugared water when the cans were 
with water or oil I also soldered at right angles a wire m t h  in- 
i n d t a m e ~ a n d ~ t i n c h e g ~ ~ t b i s ~ ~ ~ b e l o w t h c ~ ~ r r ~  
T h e b i r d s w o u l d s i t o n t h i s t h i s b e r c h ~  

Honey4ees drank a goody part of this mixture and were always pres- 
ent and a nuisance, but I could not prevent it. 

I had six of these feeders and filled them morning, noon, and night 
for about a period of ten weeks. Later on in the summer as the numhr 
oi birds lessened I wasn't quite so b w  filling them. 

W e  were sure for the greater part of the seasan we had twelve w 
more birds, but it was praotically impossible t o  count them for they were 
constantly in the air and v w  antagonistfc. They were alwayn fightha. 
Two or more would meet at a station, go into combat, and fly high into 
the air with wings and bills clashing. They would fight coming down 
and clash in the dirt for a few seconds. Even with this constant mttyl 
there always was a bird every minute or two at the feeders. 

W e  had o d y  one male among .the number, the mt were f d e 8 ,  
They were fearless of me and of others who watched them. I could 

stand ,within sLc in- of the feeder, even holding a tubn in my hand, 
and they would continue to drink. Standing this close, and when a birdD$ 
bjlI was in the hole, I could eat& one with quid movement, and I did 
this often. 

Many vigitorx m e  to E# the aerial displays, the wonderful flights, 
and the beauty of their movements. 

I made pictures in Kadachrome, both m o m  and dil& and also in 
black and white, M y  first pictures were made at 1/1000 of a second and I 
got excellent pictures of eve- but the wIngs. I had to shoot 1/5000 
of a second to stop their wing hat  oi W-five times a d All the 
pictures were made with both light and camera within three feet of the 
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feeders. TBe intense mt made no difference as it seemed not to frighten 
them in the least 

T,he first exposures were made by remote control, but soon I realized 
this wasn't -, so I stood by the camera and light and tripped the 
shut& by hand. 

This rate of f e e d i i  I haw mentioned was about the same for mosb 
d the day, but it was very noticeable how their rate of feeding inmeased 
in the very late afternoon. They lost most of their antagonism, and often 
at one feeder there would be two birds drinking at the same t k e  irom 
one hole with three or four more hovering close by. The later ihe day, 
t k  more ravenous they would seem to be. 

I wondered qt this thiscreased iempo and found the answer in the 
January 1953 kue of "Scientific American". The paragraphs below are 
from thk issue and written by Dr.' Oliver P. Pearson, Assistant Curator 
of Mammals and Assistant Professor of Zoology in the Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology at the University of California. 

"Among the warmdblwded animals about the smallest is the hum- 
mingbird, some species we- no more than a dime. As we should ex- 
pect, the hummingbird has the bighest rate of metabolism of any bird ar 
mimal. In a resting h r . b i r d  each gram of tissue metabolized fif- 
teen tima as fast as a gram of pigeon and more than one hundred times 
as fast as a gram of elephant. 

"The hummingbird wins the honor of living at a rate faster than any 
other animal at a a t  of an enormous food c o n s u m p h  The bird must 
devote much of its day to gathering f o d ,  mainly nectar and insects. But 
what happens at night? They are not adapted for night feeding, If this 
Intense metabolism continued unfix ' ' ' ed through the night, as it does 
In other birds, they would be in danger of starving to death before morn- 
ing. 

"For an hour before nightfall, it indulges in intensive feeding. Then 
the bird sebtles down for the m a t ,  and by the midale of the mght tne 
bird is living at a metabolic level only one-fifteenth as rapid as the 
daytime rate. 

"This is the level at which certain rnamnak hibernate. The bird at 
night showed many signs of hibernation. I t  was completely wid, pmc- 
tically insensible, scarcely able to move, and when it did stir ,  it moved 
as though congealed. Its body temperature had dropped to that of the 
surroundwz air. Hibernation, then, tp the metabolic magic by which bum- 
mingbirds stretch their f o d  store from dusk to dam 

"Before daybreak the bird's body spontaneously returns to its normal 
temperature and high m e f a b ~ c  rate. By early morning it is again warm., 
awake, ready to dart off in =arch of food." 

These birds stayed with me until Oct. 21. Four birdg were seen Oct. 15, 
two on Oct. 19, and one Oct. 21. I left town on this Iast date for several 
days, but believe they were not present in my yard later. However my 
sjstcr-in-law in the other end of the dQ also had feeders, and her last 
date of one bird was Oct 29. 

C L A R K S V U  TEmEsEE 
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HAWK MIGRATPON - &'ALL 1953 
By FEED W. BEHREND 

For the tbird year members of the T. 0. S. collaborated with 0- 

ornithological organizations of the Eastern United States in the 
cuunt ot LLaWKS, an u n a e r h g  cllrectea by Chandler S. W b i n s  of Patux- 
ent Research Ilefuge, Laurel, Maryland. Members of several chapters of 
the SocieLy were afield watching for hawks during tbe peak of migratron 
of Broarr-wings ho rn  about the midrile to the end of bepwmber, especially 
on the weekends of September 19-20 and 26-27. As in prior years, obser- 
vations were not confined to Tennessee territory, but extended to the m o m  
tams of neighbormg southwestern Virginia and North Carolina for the 
reason that some of the ridges in these states lead into Tennessee or close 
ro its borders. 

Kumer~cally, results of th,is year's observation of Broad-wing flrghts 
were less saijsiying than those of greceeding years. No really large 
were seen on any day. Weather and wlnd conmtions on the weekend of 
Seplember 19-ZU were not particularly favorable. The traditional fall bird 
census scheduled by most chapters for September 27 naturally detracted 
from hawk observation activity on the latter date, when wind and weather 
here laeal ior hawK m u .  Nevertheless, 896 broad-winged Hawks were 
listed during the period of September 13 to  30, and in all probability 
but a few of the 209 hawks recorded as unidentifiable buteos were ad*- 
tional Broadwings. Of other species, the following numbers were listed 
from the late August to beginning of November: Sharp-shinned, 62; Coop- 
er's, 24; Red-tailed, 54; Red-shouldered, 9; Bald Eagle, 2; Marsh Hawk, 54; 
Sparrow Hawk, 17; Osprey, 6; Pigeon Hawk, 1; Goshawk, 1; Duck Hawk, 3; 
unidentified Eagle, 1; unidentified accigiters, 19; unidentifiable as to fam- 
dy or subfamily, 27; a respectaole to ta l  of 1385 predators. mere may be 
some dcubt respecting ~e correcmess of the number of Marsh llawks 
Listed. Previous records do not seem t o  indicate fhghts of any size of 
this species in this territory, and the possibility of mis-identification can 
therefore not be ruled out. 

From all appearances, migration of Broad-winged Hawks over the 
territory in review progressed rapidly, and without retardation caused by 
weather, during the 1953 fall season. A long succession of dry, + m y ,  
warm days from August through September was broken by two brief 
periods of rain within the peak period of migration, on September 19 and 
20 and September 25 and 26. It appears they were more local than gen- 
eral, and in each instance were followed by the approach of a cold front. 
There were a number of days on which the wind, out of the east or south- 
east was very feeble, but even in the face of this condition the Broad- 
wings were on the go. For most of the migration period with ifs at timedi 
abnormally warm weather, thermal currents may have helped the Broad- 
wings along. Many of these birds thus progressing at great height could 
have missed being seen. It was interesting to note in certain situations that 
hawks were not keeping close to the crest of ridges but were taking 
cuts across valleys, probably to connect with the ridge again later or 



70 THE A6IGTUNT DlxEMBER 



1953 THE MIGRANT 71 

KEY TO LOCALITIES: 
A--Hinds Ridge, 2 miles row, of Maynardsville, Union Counb, Tenn. 
&-Clinch Mountain, n.e. of Knoxville, Tenn. 
-ones Knob, nr. end of Iron Mountain, southwestern Virginia. 
M o m e r s  Rock, n.e. end of Iron Mountain, southwestern Vfr-. 
&Walker Mountain, n.e. of Marion, southwestern Virginla. 
F-Bluff Mountain, s.e. end of Bays Mountain, Greene Counly, T-. 
G--House Mountain, n.e. of K n o d e ,  Tenn. (s.w. of end of Clinch ML) 
H 4 w p e r  Ridge, 12 miles n af Knoxville, Term. 
I-Raccmn Valley below Bullrun R'idge, 3 miles n. of CIinton Pike, n.w. 

of Knoxville. 
J-High Knob at n.e. end of Powell Mountain, 5 miles s. of Norton, south- 

western Virginia. 
K--Camp Creek Bald on crest of Appalachian Mk., Greene Co. (Twn.) 

and Madison Co. (3T.C.) 
L M e n d o t a  Tower on Clinch Mountain, n.w. of Bxlxbl, n.e. of Gate 

City. southwestem Virginuia. 
M-Rich Mountain Tower on crest of Appalachian Mk., Greene Co. 

(Tenn.) and Madison Co. (N.C.) 
N-Rich Mnuntain Tower n.w. of Boone, North Carolina, near Blue Ridge. 
%Blue Ridge Parkway, North Caroltna and Virginia. 
P-Hump Mountain (Yellow Mts.), Carter Co. (Tenn.), Avery Co. (N.C.) 
%-Indian Gap, western part of Great Smoky Mountah. 
R-DeKalb County, 8 miles e. of Smithdlle, Middle Tennesm. 
S--SmalLings Bridge, Carter Co. (Tenn.) 
T-Roan Mountain, Carter Co. (Tenn.) and Mitchell Ca. (N.C.) 
U-Max Patch on crest of Appalachian Mts., C o c h  Co. (Tenn.) and 

Madison Co. (N.C.) 
V-Beaver Ridge, n. of Knoxville; Ijams Home e. oi Knoxville, Tenn. 
W-Knoxville and surroundings, including Black Oak Ridge. 
X 4 l i n c h  Mountain n. of Rogersville, Tenn. 
Y-Mt. Carnrnerer, nc. end of Great Smoky Mountains. 
%Blue Ri& at Linville. Avew County, N.C. 
AAXrest  of eastern part of Great Smoky Mountains (observation 

point: Charlie's Bunion). 
B u r e s t  of western part of Great Smoky Mountains to beyond Cling- 

man's Dome (observation point.: OverIook s . ~ .  of Collins Gap 
and Forney Ridge parking area). 

KEY TO OBSERVERS: (a) Mr. and Mrs. RYchard Nevius, Greeneville 
Chapter: (b) Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Monroe, Knoxville Chapter; (c) Dr. J. C 
Howell, Knoxville Chapter; (d) J. B Owen, Knoxville Chapter; (el Mr. and 
Mrs. R. J. Dunbar, Knoxville Chapter; (f) Mr. and Mrs. Richard Nevius, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. M Shanks. M r  and Mrs. J. B. White, Greeneville Chapter; 
( g )  Mr. and Mrs. J. B. White, GreeneviUe Chapter; (h) Dr. J. T. Tanner, 
KnoxvIIle Chapter; (I) Arthur Stupka and H. W. 'LJx. Great Smoky Moun- 
tajns National Park Service, Gatlinburg; (f) J. B. Whfte. Greened@ Chap 
ter: (k) A. F. Ganier, Nashville Chapter; (I) Mm. W. F. Bell. Mm a&- 
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enlne Goodpash ,  Miss Jennie Rig@, Mfrrs Ruth Castles, Nashville Chap&, 
(m) Mrs. E. E v m  and Mrs. R. Bashor, Elizabethh Chapter; (n) Dr. L. R 
Herndon, Elizabethtw Chapter, (0)  Fall bird census parfiupantsl Rnoxvllle 
Chapter (p) F. W. Behrend, EZizabethtw Chapter. 

* * * * e r r * * *  

60 switch to s m e  of ier  ridge. 
Supplementing knowledge acquired in prevlous years, here 

new and interesting facts concerning the migration of B r o a d - m d  Hawks. 
As anticipated, and substantiated by observation on Jones Knob and C0m- 
em Rock lookout east of the Great Valley in southwestern Vir-, mi- 
gration of Broad-winged and other hawks occurs along the northeastern 
end of the Iron Mountains near the N w  River. This range s t r e w  some 
80 miles southwestward past such prominent mountah tops as Mt. Rogm 
and Whitetap in Virghla and terminates at the Doe River at m p t o n ,  a 
few miles southeast of Elizabethton, Tennessee. Likewise, as anticipated, 
and subsfadiated by obmat ion  on High Knob lookout, five miles south 
of Norton in southwestern Vir?inia, migration of Broad-winged and other 
hawks occurs along the northeastern end of PoweU Mountah. This range 
stretches about 80 miles southwestward to near the eastern end of Nor- 
ds Reservoir bebeen Clinch River and Clinch Mountain on the east and 
Powell River and the Cumberland Mountains on the wmt. Another fad  
of interest that Impressed itsell rnm dish* during the current sea- 
m than in pmvioug ones is that migration oi Broad-wing& and other 
hawks o m =  along secondary ridges of lesser hemt west and east of the 
Great Valley of Virglnla. and Tennessee. Observations of thL nature in- 
clude Walker and Little Brushy Mountains in southwestern m i a ,  Rich 
Mountain northwest of Boone, North Carolina, In close proximi& to the 
Blue Ridge, and Spring m k  Mountain south of Hot Springs on the French 
Broad River in North Carqlina. Knoxville Chapter members came up with 
s bat& of obsematims of Broad-wfnged Hawk dong some of the numer- 
ous mlnor ridges running more or less parallel to each other northeast 
of Knoxville, more spedffcallv Hmqt Mountain, Black Oak Ridge, Beaver 
Ridge. Copper Ridge and Bullrun R i b  Admittedly, fn ndther of these 
I o d t f e s  was the number af Broad-whgq - large. On the &er hand, 
the t h e  spent on observation fn theae places was not extemive, nor were 
weather and wind conditions always 'Wghtn during the m o d s  of obser- 
vaffon. Of considerable interest is the tracing of apareciable numbem of 
Broad-wings down the Great Smoky Mountains from their eastern end to 
as far as the vidnity of Fontana b k e .  Equally interesting is the obser- 
vation of a substantial number of hawks west of the Cumberland Plateau 
near Sparta in Middle Tennesw. No posit£ve Identification of species was 
made, %ut description of action of the birds and the tom listed at mciPie 
Intervals made it apnear probable that these were fLi&ts of Broadhngs. 
This fs the first evldenee of hawk flights of some size in the immediate 
vicinity of the Cumberland PIateau. 

Incomorabed fn this rewrt Is a list of Broad-Wnd Rawh recorded 
by members who mrtid~ated h the count. InsutLident space dms not 
permit detailing f i e  varlets of other @es seen. The effort d thwre 



WIW M for but did not * any Br0ad-whw-d Ham d- 
o a e r  speck, and who are not M e n W  .in 

b ~ ~ I t b ~ t h a t L a e l r o i ~ d i d n o t ~ a t ~ a ~ ~  
from enj0-t d the activity. 

M b  of counts in other sbtes haw been W W  bp Mr. Chand- 
ler S. ILobbh. Thel are, klhg only B m d - M  ~ a w l t q  as f d h w ~  
New Hamphire, 1380; mehuse t tS ,  2880; ComedCub 2150; -1- 
vada (Hawk Sanctuary), 6655; Maryland, aB86; Ataban-% 15; 
Flmida, none, but 04 other hawks; W k a s i n ,  1440; Minnesota, 8255; h 

5 vince of Ontario, t3mada, 7gOl. From another source it is learned that 
I unfavorable wind and weather conditions afiected the count in W W  Vir- 
i - ginh on t b  weekend oi September 18-24 FemJting in sedng the low 

numb- for that state oi 547 Broad-- on the IBth, and a unere 2 in 
eight locatiana on the 20th. On September 26th and 27th a total of on& 
12 Broad-win@ were reported from four s t a b  in &at State 

It is fitdng to recapitulate at this juncture the a c c o m p ~ b  of ' 
ia the matter oi mur&hg for and f b d U  fa& T. 0. S. 

the flyways oi hawks over Tenn- and ~~ parts of Vkginh 
d N o r t b C a P o l l n a ~ r & t o B m d - ~ i t ~ b e ~ t b a t  
a s i d e f r o m a i e w ~ o r d s o i ~ t s i n t h e ~ t t v i ~ U ~ o i N ~  
ville in 1!M5 apparently no knowledge a t e d  of migration over Tenn%ti 
see up to some five yeam ago. Since then, members of T. 0. S. have in a 
markably short time, and from scratch, establiFhed the fact that m&r&- 
tion of Broad-wiw occurs over practically the entire width of 
that part of the Appalachian Mountah system that embraas &st Ten- 
n m  and parts of southwestern Virginia and Western North Ctlrollna, 
from the Cumberlands in the West to the Blue Ridge in the EasL On the 
west side of the Great Valley the line of succeggtul obsematlon extends 
for 200 miles irom near the West Virginia border along prinapdly the 
Clinch Mountains to the Cumb~~land Mountains west of I C n d e ;  on 
the east aide of the Great Valley it atends for 170 m i k  from near the 
New River in Virginia to the southweat boundary oi the Great Smokf 
Y o u n h  near Fontaria m e ;  on the Blue Ridge and nearby m e m e  
ridges it extends for over 100 & h&ide Virginia border to 
near am, North Carolina T h e  are short, but important, links in 
the kmg &aim d momtajns of the Appalachian system along which 
Broad-- Hawks migrate eacb ian from mrhm gmm& 
probabls to the end of these mountains in Georgia and Alabama, and thence 

k over level couab  and, who knows, perham am- the Gulf of Me* 
to South Ameria, their winter destination. There are many vdds to be 
filled iu wen short links of tbe chah~ .  Membera of T. 0. S. arr 

I in a geographically favorable position to fill some of wids and ad- 
vance the lmowledge of hawk migration. Hawk migration k daub* pn 

mLd oceumaee, but eoflcerted hawk mimtioa stue Is #till h ih itl- 
ianw, at least in so far as the Southern Appalachfm Mountain and 
other routfiern tedtdes are c o m ? m d  It a definite place in the if4td 
of bird study and is relatively aa important as any other d ornl*- 
dogy that h a  as its aim the acquisition d knowledge obi a* W. 

607 RANGE ST., ELIZABETHTON, TENN. 
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lNmlWisTING BOLrVAB mUNTY, MIssIsbIISSISSrP~ B m  
By  MCRFLITT G. V D E N  

This paper L the tenth in a series on the birds c o M  or obsemed 
in this county and published in THB M I G M T ,  (Sept. 1939; June 1940; 
Sept. 194u; bep t .  lW3; kept. 1947; Uec. lY4n; b~axch 12152; Dec. 11152, and 
March 1053). 

The records and specimens mentioned in this paper are from 3&va1 
County, Mississippi. All specimens taken are In my private collection 
AU suaspedc iaentifications were made from sgecimeas. 

"And the rains came pouring-". Beginning the night of April 23, and . 
on through the night of May 18, this area had 14.86 inches of raia On 
the nights of May 10 to May 19, inchive, we had 6.01 in. of rafn. There 
were nine consecutive nights of thunder, lightning, and rain. During thts 
perid an odd observation was that the barometer failed b go below 
2ll:92 at 141 feet above sea level and usually was at 30:OO or above. The 
blrds piled up on us as the rains poured down on us. Oh May 10, seven 
hours were used in the field and along the highways where seventy-three 
species were counted; eleven ot these were extreme& rare or rare at 
this locality. &ins usually fallxng from early evening to midnight accom- 
p d e d  by lightning and thunder bring the migrating birds down to earth 
and thereby w e  have great concentrations following such cyclonic con- 
ditions. 

BLACK-CROWNED MGBT IIERON (Nyctleoramr nyctlco- Iuracffl). 
A colony of apgroxirnakly fifteen birds was located in a hemmy com- 
posed of several species. There is no available record to show that this is 
not the first nesting record in the State. A bird was secured on May 23, 1953, 
a female. There are only five published records of the bird being collected 
in the State. 

GREATER YELLOW-UGS ( T o b u s  melanolcmns). For the first sea- 
son in thirty-four years more than five birds of this species were lo- 
cated in one day. Beginning with April 12 to 23, inclusive, we counted 
from five to twenty birds fee- along the levee in the shallow borrow- 
pits. This wave was much greater than the A@-May wave of 1940. 
Nomdly thfs bird is not often observed & spring and when seen usually 
one or two are the total listed; we have only two records for the late 
summer and fall season. 

BLACK43TT.LEn CUCKOO (Coccyms erytho~hthahm). These birds 
were first observed on May 13 and remained here until June 4, 1953. 
Groups of three to fifteen of Ilhese birds were found feedmg in alfalfa, 
oats. wheat, and, grain fields. - 

OLIVE-SIDEJ3 FLYCATCHXR ( N u t W d s  born). TWO oi thm 
birds were located during a pouring rain with much lightning and thun- 
der on May 11, 1953. One, a male, was taken. This is my fifth record of 
observation -in Bolivar County. 

NASHVILLE WAR3LER (VermIvora r. d c a i l l a ) .  A great wave of 
these birds came in to Leginn Lake area on April 25, 1959, following a 
severe rainstorm with an excessive amount of Ugh- and thunder. 
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Nineteen birds were counted on a one&alf mfle walk dong tbe lake shola 
on April 28. Thfs wave of Nashville Warblers was greater than the .paw 
qf April-May, 1940, and about equal to the wave of Mag, f 923. Unusual 
fnr this bird here, we found them feeding near the ground in button- 
bushes and swamp privet as though they had just arrived. 

WILSOWS PILEOUTED WARBLER IWDonia P. pnsilla). Thee b- 
arrived in great numbers following the rain during the night of May 4. On 
May 6, 1953, thirteen birds were listed on a one-half hour walk along ths 
lake shore. Bobby Collins listed twenty-three in two hours On MW 5, 
1853, at Legion Lake. 

BOBOLINK (Doliahonm o r y x i v o r ~ ~ ) .  FolIowIng the downpour of Miy 
3 and 4 we had several flocks of the Bobolink in alfalfa and vetch fields. 
AU birds, over 250, were males. I have not to this date ever found a female 
here in spring except on one occasion when on May 9, 1940, a large flock 
of females WBS located, and several specimens gentred, two m b ~  north 
of Gunnison: Mississippi. 

BLUE GROSBEAK (Gnfraea caeraIea). On May 5, 1953, a male was 
semrred and on May 13, 1953, a female was collected for m y  second and 
third collections in the Yazoo Basin. 

NOR- PINE SISKIN (Spinus- p phus). ME. W. W. Collfns f l d  
located this species feeding in her yard on the fruit of Red MuIberry on 
May 7, 1953, the flock numbering probably fifteen birds. Bobby C o h  
and I made a search Immediately of the mulberry trees in the town and 
found numerous flocks feeding in the same manner with many other b h h  
including Rose-breasted Grmbeaks, Scarlet Tanagers, and W h i t e - m e d  
Sparrows. The Siskins remained until night of May 12. On May 13 not 
R bird was to be found. 

ARCTIC SPOTTED TOWHEE (Pipilo maenlatm srctIcua). On Mareh 
IS, 1953, at 4 p.m. this bird, a female, was located feeding within fif- 
teen feet of the residence. ChIldren on bicycles caused the bird to fly 
and the chase lasted an hour before again finding it in another yard 
where it was collected. The skull proved this bird to be somewhat Im- 
mature; gonads were undeveloped and the weight was 635 grains. I find 
no record available showing this bird t o  have been taken in Mlssbsigpi 
prior to this record. Identification to subspedes was made by Dr. Alex- 
ander Wetmore. 

LARK SPARROW (Chmdestes gmmumcw). Two birds were collected 
this @ring. A male was secured on April 7, at T~rry  Wilson Lake, two 
mtles north; and another, a female, near Lake Beutah was shot on April 
22, 1953. T find these two collections the first north of the Gulf Coast 
Counties and the fourth and fifth collection ever to have been made in 
tbfs State. 

HARRIS'S SPARROW ( Zonotrichfrr querals ) . Following much thunder, 
lightning, and a- sman shower, Bobby Collins located Live of m e  bir& 
feeding with ,English and White-throated S p m  w a closelg. dip@ 
front lawn of a residence. A bird flew to the edge of the pavement oi the 
street where I collected a male that was not in full s p h g  pl-; aa 
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'the next day one only waa s e n  in the appmxhately smme lo~atim aod 
w a s  secured. It was a h  a male in not fWy matured plumage. Both birda 
were quite fat. The birds were secured on April 18 and 1% 1053. Thsss 
wllections groved to be the semd and *ird for aPd the f h t  
wlle&om north of the Gulf Coast C o m b .  
ROSEDALE, MISS. 
August g, 1953. 

Two new l o d t l e s  are Included in this seasun's Ch* Counts, Chat 
tanwga and Big Bald Mountain, making a total of thirteen reports which 
are summarized here. The grand total of species reported is 115, withfa 
one of the all-time record. Five species appear on the lfst for the first time: 
Rough-leged vawk, Spragueys Plpit, Western Meadowlark, Smith's h n g -  
spur,--a11 from Memphis, and Snow Bunting from Big Bald Mountah. 
appear for the second h e ,  hast  Sandpiper and Ring-necked Phe%sfin% 
both s e a  at Nashville. 

When looking over the tabulated counts, one is efrallenged by the posMI- 
fty of making comparisons between different localities and betweem different 
years. The relative abundance of two pairs of M e s  fnterested the editor, 
who cornpiIed the repork. First, the relative numbers of Turkey and Black 
Vultures; a check of the numbers of these two species reported in the Counta 
of the Iad five years shows that  the ratio of Turkey to Black vultures ha# 
decreased during this time, considering the State as a whole, and that the 
number of localltles reporting more Turkey than Black Vultures has a h  
decreasd; this year the ratlo of Turkeys to Blacks is 16 to 120, while fn 
most past years the numbers have been about equal or Turkey V u l w  
have been more common. Secondly, the number of W h i t e - m e d  Spar- 
rows has shown a gradual increase in the past five yeam, when the total 
number is considered. when the ratio of White-crowned to White-thmated 
spamows is  considend, and when the pereentage of lmdties reportIne 
White-crmed S p a m  L considered. 

In the tabIe and d-uiptions that follow, the Wities art Wted 
west to east. Under the heading "Information on the Counts* are de- 
scribed the areas, m s  of habitats covered, weather conditions, number 
of absemem or parties, miles covered, number of species, m d  agproxlmaie 
number oi individual bids observed, and the names of the o m .  
The species and numbers of individuals observed. at each,lacal£B are UsM 
in the table except for the reporb from Rsan Mountain .~d Big Bald 
Mountain which are entirely included in paragraph form to enable hclud- 
ing the altitudinal Mvmatimr. For additional inlormation on records markQd 
with an a M s k  (+I, pee the paragraph containing the Inionnatitm on tlm 
I-. 

r 
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TABULaR RECORD OF 1953 CHRISTMAS WUN'IS 

Horard G m h  - .- 
--billed Gmh -.I-- 4 - Cwmorml -.1 - 
Groat B I u e H e r r w .  6 - Goase -2..- 

snow Gmm .... - - - . 
Mdard  -- 58 
Black Duck -. -. . . . - 
Gadwd ....... - 
Pintoil -. 

Gmemwinged T d  - .  

Blue-wfnqed Teal 
BddPte - 4 
Sbwellen -. 
Wood Duck 1 
- - n u  Duck 15 
Conwrs*hck 2 
Lesser Scaup Duck - -  267 
Amsriwn GaldeMye - .- 
Buhhead -.-- 
Ruddy Duck - -. 
Hwded Mergcmser ,-- 
Am* Merqatwr -- 
Turkey Vulture - -  6 
Black VcItwe . .  5 
Sharpshinned Hawk 
~ a H a W k  4 
Red-tailed Hawk 24 
RedghovlIdered Hawk - 8 
Rough-leqqed Hcrwk . *1 
Bald Ewls 
GoIden Eagle - - 
M a T a h H a w k  3 
Duck Hawk 
S m  Hmvk - 23 
Ruffed Groum 
Bobwhite - .  8 
R~-macked - -. 
a -- - - 
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Kilchw, 98 
~ W ~ - - -  
Wilson's Snlw 29 

Mourning Dove 44 
&h Owl 1 
Homed Owl -, - 
B a r r e d a d -  4 
Shwt-d Owl -- *9 
Belted Kinqfkher - -  6 
Pllcher 14? 
Rleahd W o d p ~ ~ k e r  - 3 
Red-beIIted Woodpeeker - 72 
Red-headed Waodmer -- 18 
YelIowAellfed Swucker -- 29 - 
Halw W d p 6 C k ~  - 9 

Homed Lark - I58 
Blue Jay 474 
Raven - 
Amdcan I=rwv - 73 

6 - - - 
187 885 65 270 

* - - -  
I l l  47 97 

35 88 n 47 
1 5 - -  

55 -- , , 
19 2 ,  3 
5 a 2 ,  
3 3 - -  

27 go 18 40 
10 59 27 27 

BIack-zagpd Chickadee 
h h a  Chickadee - 237 
Tufted T;houae 131 
W h i f d m a t e d  Nuthafch - 6 
Red-brensted Nuthukh -. L... 
Brown Creewr -9 
Winter W m  22 
h k k ' s  Wren . 1 
CaruIlna Wren -- I26 
MdingMrd 140 
cutblrd -- 
Brown Thraaher -- 28 
Robfn 145 

- H m l t  Thrush - 26 
Bluwblrd - 58 
GoIdenaowned Kfnglet - 67 
Rubycrowned Kinglet - 20 
Amerlcan PIplt 26 
Spragus'a mpit *5 
Cedd w-q - Is0 
h h e u d  S M e  - 30 
starllw -. L. 

~ y r t l e  wmb~m -- i m  
Piae Warbler .--.-I +1 
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h e  Spmmw - 359 
*hatern M e a h l a r k  -- 222 
westem Mewlowl~~k  - * 1 
R d w l n w  Blacmd - 
Rusty Mackbjrd -. 
Purple - 
Cowbird 

'-- 617 
Purple Finch 37 
PIne S U i n  - - 
&Mkh I71 
Red C r M  
Red+yed Towhee 90 
Savannah S p m  14 
vesper Spmmv -- - 
Slat&ed J u r q  ---- 779 
Tree S m  - 
ChipphW SV - - 
Field S m  SO3 
H W ' a  S m  7 
Whibmwmd Spmrwv - 28 
white-throated S~arrowr - + 

Fox Spcmow 71 
S m  ~ p a m r ~  66 
SOW s m  472 
b h d  Longspn - 250 
MB Longspur *a7 

TCrPAL SP- - 79 

INmlZMATION ON THE COnwl!s 
MEMPHIS, TENN.-(1952 area slightly extended; wooded bothmh& 

25%, deciduous woodlots inchding city parb 25%, old cottonfklds, pas- 
tures, airports, and farms 25%, suburban roadxides 2095, f s b d  willow 
thfclret and riwr edge 5%). Dec. 27, 1953; %:SO a.m. to 5 pm. Cloudy; 
temp. 34 to 52; wind west, 10-25 m.p.h. 30 observers in 8 partics. Total 
party-hours 99 (81 on foot, 18 by car), total party-miles, 223 (13 on foot, 
150 by car). Total, 79 species, about 309,654 individuals. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben B. ,Coffey Jr. (compiler), Mr and Mrs. Frederick T. Carney, Mrs. 
Irene Daniel, Ad- Davant, Genevieve Geren. Richmond Gill Jr., Luther 
I?. Keeton, Lawrence C. Kent, Reed KnighS Charles A. Koeplre 111, Harry  
Landis Jr., Charles A. Marcus, Jennie May, Mrs. J. H. McWhorter, Nelle 
Moore, George Peyton Jr, Edwin Poole, Alice Smith, R. Demett Smith Jr., 
Mrs. Noreen Smith, Mrs. Ellen Stringer, Mrs. Leah Torti, Dr. Wendell Whit- 
ternore, David and Donald Wilson, Edward and Mrs. Rose N. Woolridge, 
Orval M. W o d  IU. 

The estlnated number of blackbirds using the most was 300,000, based 
on the s h  of the area u m i  and tbe apparent density. The estimates of 
different sp&e~, based on progortion of eaeh in incomfne lines, were: b 



lioo, 9om; 6om; Q-44  amago; 1%- 
aM*Tbrooot~not&e&eddar~~h*-psfrr-w- 
meadow- s m n  Pipit, Pnd Smith's hn@Pw* - by - 
C a H e y a d ~ ~ w i n ~ a u d a m e a r i o r t l k f b t ~ ~ ~  
T- ChMmas Count, m doea the Rough-legged 
6 1 r ~ e m e t t W t h , u - a n d - d G i l L A m a l s m W P r b . .  
Ler was seen by Richmad Gill at a distance at 15 feek Tha 
Owls were -t at #e t h e i r d  maet. The number of W h i b w  
~ d - 1 -  

~ ~ ~ . , 3 P d l u d f n g I l e e l i o o t ~ N a t i a n a l ~  
~ ( ~ ~ ' s a a ~ e a r E a a a i n t h e f i 9 a t , w i t h ~ ~ d t b *  

lake and a~lre almg th mwr; wwd& bo#omr a%, 
womied Elkidea Z O I ,  rmdakie 255, open tlelda and farms 805 ,  lake 
and r ive  10%). Dec. 21, 1951; 6 3 0  a m  b 6:80 Owmast; %: 
to 48; wind variable, 12 to 15 m.ph Icake trocren exapt for a few hk, 
water level lowest since 1930.1 observers in 8 & 16 spedes, about 
M , W 8  indfviduah. Howard and Ewlyll Barbig (compiler), Thomas W m  
Sr., Ehgene R&on Lane, Charlea V k  Julia. 

R c e l l o o t & e w a s c o m p l e k l y ~ e x c e p t i o r a f e w o p e a i m h  
w b i c h i s u n ~ f o r t h b t i m e o f y e a r . T h e i c h w a s ~ t h i c l ; t o ~ w  
a boat and two thin for safe watlrin& thmefme limiting d v i U e  on 
~ . A o c o r d i n g t o M r . R e s t o n h # ~ ~ * R e % l l o o t h b ~  
over an the night of Dec. 22, and during that day about 608000 
and 2800 Canada Geese left the refuge. On the dpg of the wunh an es- 
50,000 duck- were seen in a mam flight, c m h g  &am the dir%ctlon d the 
bbsks ippi  River and dropping from sight apparently at the upper 4 d 
the lake within the reiuge. 

The remarkable blackbird fUght ot past yeam showed a d m  fram 
about 2 mlllirm fO W8000 &&winged Blacltbirda, 28,000 Gmckk, and 
8000 Starlings. Btirmted number af other Canada 
1UKI; Mallard, 1000; Crow, 1088. 

JACESON, TENN48ame ama as in lW4; doer bottm SO%, 
fke& 25%, roadside 101,  ponds lo%, W woda 5%). Ikc 
27, U58; 6 am. to 5 p3a. Owmast the en- day; temp. 34 b MI; w i d  
S& 5 to 15 m.ph. Two in ame pariy. Total --ham 11 
19 on 2 by -1, total wrW- 60 (10 on 40 by ear). 67 
-es, 24U i n d i v i d d  Killtan flOever (compiler), Mrs. W, E Bosver, Th 
Woodwck is a rwuhr winter rcaddent in favorable- k. The Catbird 
h a s h ~ t ~ l a s t O ~ . T h e ~ a n d ~ ~ e a p d ~  
C h i p a  sparrow wsla - 

DUCK RWER, J O H N S O W  --(Same area M in 1- 
whieh includes the Temease N a W  Wjldlife Refuge at ths 4- oi 
Duck mid Tenmwe rlvers)f-Jan. 3,1854; 8 km. to 5 psi. W e a b  fair; 
temp 22 to Ptpyt, rising to 52. Wind S4E,  7-16 m.&; gmmd bare, poad., 
~ a n d 8 w a m p ~ n o t - l s ~ f n 3 p a r # e s . ~ ~ -  
hours 20 (15 on too6 5 fa -1; tow t o  (5 an ioot, 26 by 
oar)& sgecies; about 110,038 Iadivldualsdutb Castb, J- L. Dak, 
lUbert F. Ganier (eamplh), Al G. R. J- 
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Douglas Oxford, Jennie Rim Ea and Dan Sehreiber, Eugene Cypert, 
Mrs. Cypert and James Tucker.-At dusk, many flocks of Canada G e m  
winged their way from distant feeding grounds into the refuge, joining 
others there ta roost in the flooded sloughs. Meet of the Redwhgs listed 
were aIso coming in to roost. The Gulls were at the Johnsonvrtle power 
house. None of the herons were observed in the heromy as yet. For nuks 
on the eagles, see article in Round Table d o n .  The group was indebted 
to Mr. Cypert, U. S. Fish and Wadlife Service Biologist, for rn- effl- 
cient arrangement. 

The numbers of the more abundant specie were: Do~HeeresW Car- 
morant, 3000; Canada Goose, 2300; Mallard, 2000; Red-winged Blackbird, 
100,000. 

NASRVILLE, TENN.-(Same localities and temain aa last 3 years). 
Dec. 27, 1953; 6:30 am. to 5 p.m. Clear in am., overcast in p.m.; visibility 
good; temperature 21 degrees at start, rising to 50; wind S-SF,, 5-13 rn.g.h. 
Ground bare and frozen in am., no water except in creeks. 34 observem 
in 10 parties. Total party-how 00 (67 on foot, 23 by car), total party- 
miles 154 (34 on foot, 120 by car). 78 species, about 211,364 individuals 
(4,933 omitting Starlings, Robins and Grackles).-B. H. Abernathy, Dr. 
and Mrs. Arthur A. Allen (N.Y.), J. H. and Mrs BalIey, Mm. Wm. Bell, 
Mrs. Leon DeBrohun, Hemy Binkley, Mrs. K. B. Etherb, Charles Ferrell, 
Albert F. Ganier (compiler), Eddie Gleams, Mrs. Katherine A. Godpas- 
ture, Frances and Alice Raper, WayIand A. Hayes, Helen Howell, J. P. 
Jones, Mrs. R. E. Lynn, Al. Mafield, G. R. and Mrs. Masfield, Larry Mc- 
Chin, Edgar P. and Mrs. MounWort, Johnny Ogden, Doughs Oxford, Wm. 
Parker, H. E. Farmer, Jenny Riga, James Robins, Ed and Dan Schreiber, 
Mrs. Phwbe Travis, James Tucker and Ruth White. 

The water birds were seen on Cumberland River, Ratinor Lake (85 
acres), and Jackson Lake (5 acres). The Red-breasted Nuthatch was re- 
ported by McLain and the Harris's Sparrow by Mm. Goodpasture who ob- 
~erved it  carefully; it (the second Nashville record) was in a roadside fence- 
row, with a flock of 21 White-owns. For the following bfrds, the esttmates 
are of those entering a big r m t  in the suburbs, on Golf Club h n e ,  and 
are presumed to include all of these speeies listed during the day: Robin, 
4000; Starling, 200,000; Grackle, 2400. Thts is the 40th consecutive count 
for Nashvflle. 

LEBANON, -.-Dee. 27, 1953. Partly cloudy, temperature about 35, 
wind from south. Wxon Merritt, compiler. 43 medes, about 2265 Indi- 
viduals. The number of Starlings reported was 1500. 

CHATTANODGA, TENN.-Dec. 20. 1953. Overcast to cloudy, sleet start- 
ing about S g.m, temp. 28 to 45. 17 obgervers fn 10 or fewer parti- 48 
wecies, 2127 individuals. Mr. and M b .  James FL Barnwell, Richard and 
James Barnwell, Mr. and Mrs. T. Stanley Barn, Mrs. J. D, BkMidd, Dr. 
Wilbur K. Butts, Miss Gladys Conner, Mm. Leon F. Cross, Mrs. June S. 
Fall, Mrs. Frank A. Walsh, Mr. and Mm. Ja& R. WiIkinson, Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene M. West (compiler) 

GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK, TENN.-N. C- 
(Same as 1937 rind s u m e n t  years).Jan. 3, 1954, 6:SO a.m. to am pm. 
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Q e u t o p a r f l y d m l & ; t e m p . I d ~ t O I ~ ; ~ P a r k b & w  
to 26 mgh at hl@m altitudq k m ? d n g  in p m ;  b a ~  excWt 
f m ~ a a o w p a t e h e s a t ~ d ~ ~ . ~ ~ i a 1 8 p p l c  
t k  Total --horn 90 (80 on foot, 10 by car); bkt &-* fa 
(m on foot, 52 car). 82 w; a m  2,904 hdhfdwh Mhry h* 

P 
Chkh Wnugm ColeI Hugh Davis Jr., Margar& Dkksm, Lamy W k  
B a k t  J. Dunbar, Mary Mae, -ton Joseph C. Howdl, Doa k< 

; c 
Swl.ey, J h  Jacobs, E. S. Janson, RkhaM Laurence, Mr. and MIS. FraaL 

r Leonhard, James E. LiIes, Rfdmd Lorem, Mr. and Mra R. A. M m  
Julla I. M m ,  Kenneth Newtw, Mm R E. Ovmtau, Pad Bola& 
Scott In, Willtam F. sede, Mr. and M h  Sbmka, Yamam 8- 
ka, Jam= T. Tanner, Samuel R. Tipton, Lois Tucker (Tennessee Omi* 
logical Sod*, Natiwal Park S m r l ~ e ,  an8 gu*). 

T%e total n m k  of ehichdm?~, both Black-cap@ and carolha Chi& 
a d e e s , w a 8 2 4 8 . T b e V ~ S p a r r o ~ w e s r e p o r t e d b y ~ a n d h m h m &  
the WMte-mownd Spamowf3 by Howell and T1pfon. !he total nmtab~ 
d s r r c d e s , 6 Z , ~ a r e c o r d f o r a C h r 3 s t m a s C o u n t i n ~ a r e a  
< G V  TmN* (Sams rn as fn prwiaus ymlm).-h 36 
1953; 7:00 a.m to 4:SO pm. Cloudy, light miu hgbdng at norra; tsmp 
98 to.40 -;windN O-8xag.h. Eleven in 5 parlb. Tdal 

hours tow m-ttdh 1% (20 an ioot, 101 & ear). 52 & 
3004 i n d i ~ ~  ?dm. wuu  ckmenm, mk ch* Damell, Dr. fAs 
R. Remdon, Robert Herndon, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Imine, Mr. and Mrs. 
R i c h a d  Nevi118 I m p h ) ,  Mr. and Bdrs. J. R White, Robert EL Whfk, 

The Vemw Sparrows were idenwed by Mr. Clem- a d  Mr. Whitk 
T h e T r e c ~ w e r e f o u n d ~ R i c h a T d W m i u q a n d S t u d i e d f o r h a l f  
an how at m c e e  of 25 to 80 fet  wr that ghrmage 
istIcs were n o w  they were in a meadow containin8 d blad~- 
berry and wild rase &pq near Li& with a flock of a m t  80 
3unco1~ The Red&- Hawk was reported by Alh?d M. 

m G S W R T ,  TENN. (Same area as in pmvlona yeam)- 2?, 10bd; 
7:M am. to 6:80 PJIL Char, temp 20'to 45. 1 obsemem in 6 gartlsk Total 
number of parb-hvum 1% total m-mb 16. 46 sgedes, about lOge fn- 
dM- Mrs. Robert M. Switz%r, c m p i k .  The The h m 
m a w  at the hmne of Mm. Swiw thru fall and early winter; the 
l a h i d a f e o n o t h c r ~ w a s O e t . 1 4 .  

-a TENW. (same arsa as fn pmvhus m)Jsa 2, 
1854; 1 am. to 6 p a  ClearI tanp. 22 to 43, no wlnd 17 W fa 'I 
mrtk. Total partJr-hours BS (36 on foot, 13 by car, 4 by boat), total party- 
m h ~  189 (84 on foot, 127 by car, 25 by boat}. 51 - 2577 indktiduak 
m . a B a p h m , D . ~ , a ~ . w . ~ & ~ . a n d m . ~ , ~ , ~ -  
ine, Maw C* David Fortune, Mr. (cxun*) d Mra L. R. HaadoaZ 
Mrs, R u b  Huehes, D. Ru€!hq Malcolm Jones, Mr. d Mrs. J. 3. Lukm, 
Mr. apd Mm. R. Mag, m. mgh L. Tap-. 

ROAM MOUNTAIN, CARTER-- cmmm3, m m * - H .  c.- 
~ ~ Q d a l d ~ ~ r 0 l l d s ( 8 7 W ) ~ a l d r w 8 t o ~ Q o p  
wrm, mmm - to ~ o a n  = (-1 rmd a ~ t  do 
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Grassy Bald (6189'), zwpectively, route of descent from Camem Gap 
same as on ascent; deciduous woodland 4596, spruce and fir mixed with 
rhododendron 3 5 1 ,  grassy area to some extent covered with alder busha 
2O%.-Dec. 26, 1953; 7 am. to 5:25 p.m. Clear, temporary light cloudinesm 
h afternoon, excellent visibility; temp. 19-30; wind NE-NW 8-30 m.gh.; 
ground frozen, scattered remnants of wow. Total hours, 10%; total mik,  
14 (on foot). Coopers Hawk, 1 (5500'); Red-tailed Hawk, 1 (5900'); Ruffed 
Grouse, 2 (380OS, 5500'); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (4650'); Downy W d -  
pecker, 2 (4400'); Common Raven, 2 (6300'); Am. Crow, 184 (5800-6000'); 
Chickadee (sp.). 2 (4950'); Tufted Titmouse, 7 (4000-4300'); Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, 7 (5500-5600'); Camlinal, 3 (4000'); Pine Siskin, 32 (5550-6150'); 
Am. Goldfinch, 1 (4100); Eastern Towhee, 1 (4000'); SIate-colored Junco, 
40 (3900-8100'); Field Sparrow, 3 (4250'); Song Sparrow, 1 (3750'); TOTAL, 
17 species, 290 individuals-Fred W. Behrend {Eliaabethton Chapter T.O.S.). 

BIG BALq MOUNTAIN, UNICOI-YANCEY COmTIEs ,  m . - N .  C. 
- h m  east fork 01 H i g g h s  Creek (3400') to Appalachian Trail (5000') and 
summit of Big BaId (5516')' wooded slopes of latter; dedduous wood- 
land (3400-5300') 70% grassy treeless area (5300-5516') 30%. Jan. 1, 1954; 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CIear, cloudless &, excellent visibiUfy; temp. 25-95; wind 
NW-W 1-15 mgh.;  ground frozen, saattered remnants of snow Total hours, 
0; total miles, 9 (on foot). Cwper's Hawk, 1 (5250'); Ruffed Grouse, 1 
(5100'); Pfleated Woodpecker, 1 (3900'); Hairy Woodpecker, 3 (5000-5200'); 
Downy Woodpecker, 3 (5100-5200'); Blue Jay, 1 (5200'); Chickadee (9g.) 

8 (3400-5000'); Tufted Tihouse, 27 (4100-5300'); White-breasted Nuthatch, 
7 (4100-5300'); Cardinal, 3 (one pair at 3475', one male at 5200'); Eastern 
Towhee, 2 (5250'); Slate-dored Junco, 10 (4200-5300'); Song Sparrow, 
1 (3500'); Snow Bunting, 1 (5500'). TOTAL, 14 species, 89 individuals.- 
NOTE: One Snow Bunting seen in =me locality on November -20, 1853.- 
Fred W. Behrer~d, (Elizabethton Chapter T.O.S.). 

THE ROUND TABLE 
EAGLES AT THE DUCK FtNER REFUGE.-The concentration of ea- 

gles during the winter h the Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge, at the 
confluence of the Duck and Tennessee rivers, affords gerhap the best 
place in the country to obsewe Golden and Bald eagles together in num- 
bers. 

Here, in the 48,000-acre river bottom refuge, mostly w o M  and waste 
Iand, swamps, doughs, ponds and lake, thousands of wild geese, ducks 
and other waterfowl iind food and protection during the winter season. 
These bkds doubtless form the principal food attraction for the eagles, 
but eottontafi and swamp rabbits are abundant and no doubt supplement 
the fare. 

Eagles found present on the fwr recent all* winter bird census trips 
into the refuge, are as follows: 

w. a, i a a u  GOICIUI E* ~ Q B  8 ~ a l d  -91; 
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Dec. 21, 1952-2 Golden We8 and 1% Bald Eagles; 
Feb. 14, 1 0 5 8 4  Golden Eagles q d  4 Bald Eagles; 
Jan. 3, 1954-7 Golden Eagles and-12 Fagleg. 
On the Feb. 14 dak most of the duckg and geese had Ieft As to the 

agpcrrent disproportion of Goldens and Balds reported on the Dec. 21 date, ' 
the writer feels that this may m l y  have been the result of lack of 
experience by the four &servers in distmgui&hg Goldens from immature 
Balds. On trips made there by the writer on May 27, 1949, and April 17, 
1952, no eagles were seen 

While the Bald Eagle is known to feed principally on fish along the 
coast6 in summer, the literalure is replete with statements that both ib 
and the Gulden Eagle are quite expert at cakbing wild ducks, coots and 
even wild geese. W e  did not w i h w  such a apture but at three places 
on Jan. 3, found piles of duck feathers. 

The Bald Eagles seen on Jam 3 were nearly all as yet without white 
heads and tails. Only two of the 7 Goldem had reachedb the state of ma- 
turity where the entire tail was brawn and the whitish under-wing patches 
no longer were present. The day bemg breezy, some of the Goldens were 
indulgmg in playful ilight high in the air, soaring in circles, dining at 
each other, and as many as four together at one time. While thus engaged, 
the bright sun refleckd tram their breasts a golden-brown sheen not evi- 
dent in the plumage of a mounted sgecimen Discussion of these eagles 
observed on a previous visit may be found in THE MIGRANT for D e c  
1952, page 58.-ALBERT F. G A N m  Nashvdk (19) Tenn. 

A SHARP-TAILED SPARROW AT MXMPHIS.-Becam of a three- 
month drouth, the annual Field Day of the Memphis Chapter, T.O.S., w a  

' 

transferred from Shelbx Forest State Park to President's Island, now con- 
nected fo and within our city limits. There, on O c t o k  25, 1953, we first 
worked the muddy shore and adjacent weedy areas fronting an extensive 
willow thicket which is just below the closure dam. After following the 
shoreline for a short distance, Harry Land& Jr., and I noticed a large num- 
ber of s p m w s ,  mostly Song Sparrows mixed with a few Swamp Spar- 
rows, very close to us in a weedy strig. W e  decided to look over them be- 
cause of the unusual number. Almost as soon as we reached the strip a 
6parrow flew up from under my feet and dropped down a short distance 
away. It showed very outstanding b w  head markings and i ta actions 
were most unusual. Going to the pIae it had drop@, I almost stepped 
on it again and we kept following it back and forth across the strip, as 
it was very difficult to get a g o 4  view of it. By this time we were joined 
by M i s  Nelle Moore, Ben Coffey, Reed Knight, and David and Donald 
W h .  All tagether we finally got the bird into good view afkr  following 
it for £ifken minutes. W e  obsemed very careffilIy the ochraceous butt 
superciliaq and lower facial areas and other markings of a Sharp-Wed 
Sparrow. In size and shape it closely m b I e d  our common species of 
sparrows. W e  kept after it for another long period, getting a second lo&, 
too dose for binomlam 
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Apparently this is the first record of Amma* caudaonta for Tennes- 
see. There are a few records (assigned to Nelson's Sparrow, a race) for 
eastern Arkamas and Missouri and THE MIGRANT (21:82, 1950) a 
record by Russell for Abingdon, Virgink On a return vdt ,  October 31, 
we failed to find it and mast of the other sparrows were gone also, prob- 
ably havin8 just b e a  migrating through. 

The weedy strip was composed chiefly of three-square grass and barn- 
yard grass with some cocklebur. W e  are indebted to Mrs. Ben Coffey * 
the identifhtion of the grasses. Mention of them was maue in "Mid- 
South Bird Notes", October 31, 1953, and it is interesting to note in the 
September 1953 issue oi "The Wilson Bulletin" that Richard R. Graber (- 
20u) mentions barnyard grass and gray leptodoa at the glte of the *st 
Sharp- taUd  Sparrow recorded in Oklahoma. In the fall of 1952, Graber 
waked spots ah= the South Canadian Xiver and these two grasses were 
conspicuous in the dense stands of grass where finally on October 14 he 
cohded both Sharp-tailed and Leconie's Sparrows. H e  mentions one or 
two inches of water at the grass. Our grass and weed strip was well back 
from the water's edge but had been under water earlier in the year, as 
evidenced by the deeply-cracked earth. -GEORGE PEYTON, JR., 1521 
Vance Avenue, Memphis, Tennesse 

SECOND RW=ORD OF EASTERN SNOW BUNTING ON BIG BAW3 
MOUNTAIN IN EAST TENNESSEE. - Since the discovery of the Snow 
Bun- (PlectrO- nivalis) on Big Bald Mountain in Unicoi CountY, 
East Tennessee, on November 21, 1948 (MIGRANT, 19:64, 19481, 1 have been 
eeaxhhg this locality for the species in late fall or winter of m c d v e  
m. Trips to the top of Big Bald un March 6, 1849, November 20, 1940, 
October 20, 1950, January 21, 1851, November 18, 1951, and December 7, 
1852, under diverse weather conditions, were, however, of no avail, no Snow 
Bun- having been seen on any of them. 

I decided to h y  again this late fall and, favored by the onset of wh- 
try weather a few days previous, re-visited this prominent and most beau- 
tiful of Upper East Tennessee's balds on November 29, a sunny to partly 
cloudy day, on which the temperature ranged from 21 to 33 degrees. Two 
to three inches of snow covered the woodlands slopes solidly, but on the 
treelegs grassy ex- above the timber line, which is dotted with a mul- 
titude oi humps and mw, the mver of snow was spotty where exposed to 
the sun. 

Approaching the top of Big Bald at about 5500 feet altitude, I chanced 
ugon a small bird moving on the ground and d i s a p m  behind one 01 
the m w  humps. When it came into view again, I readily identified it as 
a female Snow Bunting. Seconds lakr it flew down the open north slope. 
emitting in flight a song not heard on the previous occasion, sounding Uke 
ntwill-twllly'. I combed the northern dope but was unabIe to locate this 
bird ar any other. Returning to the summit nearly an hour later, I iomd 
what seemed b be the same bird, to fudge from its appearance. After ten 
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minub of following the Bunting, which seemed to prefer mdng to fly- 
in&, I flushad it and apain heard ib song. Three or four hours latar f 
walked over h summit on& more and found apparently the same b id  
i n h s a m e p l a a a s i n h m - . - F R E D W . ~ , B M ~  
St, Wbethton, Tern. 

G E c I L ~ ~ l ~ ~  
On 15, 1953, the GreeneviW Chapter of the a 0. 8. lo& 

by death Dr. Cecil McKinley eg au inswmg . . and -le mem- 
ber of the chapter he was instrumental in founding. Prot Shan*a was 
w o r U  that afbnoon with his students in tbe @pias labomtory when 
he was stx icka  with cmon&xy thmmbsh 

D- Shanks, Pdmor d Physla and G d o g ~ r  at !Fumdum C o b  
srince 3924, w a ~  also ~ e a n  of uen ~e - graduated Tusculum him- 
self in lQ22 He reoeived his MS. degree b m  the U n i W V  of C b i ~  
in 1927. Atter maay yeam d service, he w q  awarded an honorary b 
torate by, his Alma Ma-. 

Dr. Shenkg a native Cwntian, was bwn h 11896. In* in 
nature and the out91-dmrs dweloped early. He wphmd the caves at 
the area and &dxd the mountuins which dominab the local &. 
At the same time he acquired an intimate knowledge d local his-, 
kkmg the places he knew with the hmim and evmb af thdr past. 
His early-develod entJ for ihe natural wbces and for tbe o u t  
of-doors emidmi his teaching and eontribukd to his gopuhri8 and swl 
cesa in activitia extending beyond the &asmom H e  sponsored Tulieu- 
lum's Outing Club. His menteen years' &ce in Scouting merited him 
the Silver Beaver Award 

With his background of s c h t i f i c  bahba, inkrest in natum, atid 
skill in mkhg group activitia, it is fitting that the GremwiUe Chapter 
of b T.OA was organhd through his  effort^. In December 1846, Dr. 
Jam- 31. Vannet md Dr. h e  B Hemdon met with a group oi in- 
wrmns at the home of Dr. and Mra. Shanks, there accomphhhg the or- 
ganization of the chapter. Dr. Shada s m w n t l J l  served It at v a r h u  
timer es president and as statistician. He was espethlb good at compiling 
geld trip records Into w&d form; he keenly enloyed the bll tripa for 
watching hawk migration. He u d d b g l y  contributed lime and effort to 
aU phases at the chapter's activitk. Future ammpli&menb of the group 
must depend &dezgW upon the enduring qualith of his 
RUTXI REED m s .  

DEATH OF aAIlRY P. PAMS-A pirmeer of bird studg in the gnoX- 
viIle area, Harry P. 4- d i d  after a lamg i h e m  on Jan. 12, 1854, A 
memorial wil l  be publkhi in the next h u e  of THE MIGBANT. 
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