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SOME JUNE BIRDS OF THE GREAT SMOKIES 

Esgeriences with birds that sre rare in one'e own State or which can 
only be found there in very limited are=, must alwaya bring a thrlll ta 
the bird student. It waa the good fortune of a group of T.O.S. members* 
to enjoy auch experiences when from June 13 to 20, 1938, they spent the 
time observing and l i ~ t i n g  birds in the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, chiefly at the bigher altitude@. 

Our group made headquarters at Qotlinburg, being corntortably housed 
there in touriet cottages, tor which arrangements and other tavora. we 
were indebted to our fellow member, Mr. Arthur Stupka, Park Nnturali~t. 
Early each morning our party motored to "the topar," usually to Newbund 
Gap, and from there worked the State-line ridge which form8 a lengthy 
backbone, extending for many milea. 

On these trips we covered Mt. Le Conte-6593 feet above sea level, 
Alum Cave and Peregrine Cliit--4700, Tbe Jump-off and Mt. Kephart- 
6200, Newfound Gag - 5045, Indian Gap - 5265, Mt. Collins - 6125, Andrewe' 
Hald - 6860, cling man'^ Dome-6642 and the State-line ridge to Siler'a 
Bald- 6620 feet. June 16 waa apent in and about Cade'8 Cove and from 
there a part of our group hiked to the nearby tops where, on Spence Field 
Bald- 4886, they had the pleaaurc of flushing two Golden EagIee from 
the ground, the apot being marked by the bones and fur of a lox. The 
eagleat aroee, when aurgrieed at cIose range, and mafestically soared away. 
We were told later, by MI88 Agnes MIlger of Cleveland. who with her 
father had been on tbia 'bald' on June 12, that on that day they had found 
the torn body ot a fox lying on tbe ground and that a large bird was 
seen circIing overhead4oubtleea the rame scene that our party wae to 
come upon four day8 later. Several of these birda, which had been trapped 
near Naabville a few years ago, were 'exiled' to the Park and I t  ie hoped 
that the pair seen on Sgence Field were of those that bad been released 

The Duck Hawk, or Peregrine Falcon, Is one of those rare and apec- 
tacular bfrde which all ornitbolcgista who viait tbe Park hope to aee and 

* T h o * ~  who varnnoaad t l i n  parry were Altmd Clebsch and h ln  so. Alfred. Jr.. Ben  
m d  M r a  Coiisy, OeorEe Drvl4 Albart F. Ganler. Robart Mengel. Chas. F. Plckarlnp. 

MLwun WtIIle Kuth R e d ,  l va lyn  Schnelder. Mabe l  Waclt and EmlUe Yunker. Artbur 
m u ~ k ~ ,  lagenv Wkllacs, W. M. bnd Mrs. Walkbr. Mra C. A. Barnfimld hnd son, Uroy,  
A sarian or photo reproductlone to Illuetrats tnle srtlcle wits be found oa nnather paso 



42 THE MIGRANT September 

our  group waEi not diaaggointed. On June 13, we were on the observa- 
tion tower on top of Clingman'a, looking over the  pointed tope of the flr 
trees and into the ragged gorges t o  the northweat, when suddenly we 
caught night of one ot the falcone aweepfng acrosa the landscape with the 
spend of an arrow. As we looked, It wae joined by another and then a third 
one. For twenty r n i n u t e ~  they gave us  a demonatration of meteoric aerial 
prowem, at timee divlng downward irom far above, then rapidly eoaring 
ncroee or wheeling about the  mountain spurtl with the aid of t he  stllt 
breeze. On the lath, at Alum Cave, we saw another pair; they  oared for 
a few mlnutes about  the great cllft and over the cove where they breed 
each year. then dleappeared. 

Ravens, too, are always among tbe hoped for raritiea and we were 
treated to a sight of three of theme bird# Iate one afternoon, on t he  Sky- 
line Drive near Indfan Gap. They were lelaurely flfing northward, on their 
Way to roost, and paseed us only a few hundred yards distant, croaklng as 
they flew. One or two were recorded here on two other occasion8 and once 
at Collins Gap. What a relief it muet be to  them rare birds to realize t ha t  
!he Smoklea are now a safe haven where they are no Ionger menaced by 
shotgun and rifle. The Skyline Drlvs also yielded ua a flock of ten  W d  
Crosabills, a speclea which was new to most of our party. They were wlth- 
in fifty feet of the road feeding upon apruce cones ae we mat and watched 
them. Some Northern Pine Siskins were observed at clone rangs on the 
aummit of Cllngman'~ Dome picking about In the granite gravel under the 
flr trees. SIakine were also seen at other locations. 

Twenty species of the warbler fa mil^ wers recorded during the week 
at varloua altitudee. Several Golden-winged Warblere at above 5000 feet 
were a surprise to us; a pair of these were at  IndIan Gap and  the male 
was heard ainging every day but the  day we vimited Cade'u Cove. Perhapm 
the most intereating or o u r  warbler Bnds was a nest of the Canada Warbler, 
containing three nearly treah egga. on June 16. I t  was found by Mise Slack, 
juat off the t ra i l  to Andrew'~ Bald irom Clingman's. Thh agecles In not 
nncommon but to And the neat, tucked back In the moaa on the ground 
amid a jungle of undergrowth. ia a very dltficult matter. It was found 
by patiently watching the temale as she returned to  the  nest aitsr feeding. 
The nest, built of aolt, fibrous materjalrr on the foundation of green moas 
and leave& waa tucked into a steep. dry slope, under denae ahade. 

The Carolina Juncoe or "Snowbirds" furniahed us  contlauouea enter- 
tainment for they were earrily t he  moet common birds ot the blgh altitudes 
and were abundant on the sunny. grassy topa a B  well as in the sunless, 
virgin forests lower down. Looking for their nesta, built in t he    cut^" 
alongside the traile, proved to be an irreui~tible paetime and many ware 
found. Tbey were also found built into the roots 01 upturned treea and 
IU the little fir trees that had sprung up in burned-ovcr areas. Many neab 
held freah eggs while moet of the others had been vacated by the young of 
the year which were abroad and being fed by their garentB. 

Among the  other  speclee peculiar to theme high nltitudetl and which 
were therefore of particular interest to ua, were the Red-breasted Nuthatch. 



alack-cnpped Chickad-, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Veery, Widen-crowned 
Kinglet, Rose-breasted Uroabeak, Mountain Vireo, Winter Wren. Blsckburnlan, 
Wrns's and Cheetnrhided Warblem, a jnstcDrnpletsd nest ot the faat mm- 
Uoned being found in a brlar on Cllngman'a. 011ve-aided Flycatchem were 
reen and beard on eight occasione, moat often along the SkyIhs Drire where 
the habitat ie quite diftarant from the coniferne swamps In which they are 
found breeding in Canada. 

Poplnibly the highlight of our Mp w m  that of dfsoo~ering three nmta 
of the Southern Brown Crgeper, the neet o! this new aub-ilpecten not 
haolng heretofore been recorded. The ilrat or t h m  nenta waa tound on June 
14, watching one of these birds among the conifere until it suddenly db- 
appeared nnder the l m e  bark of a large dead spruce. It wae bunt eight 
feet above the ground and ten feet from The Jump-oft trail. A Quantity 
ot I m b  neat material protruded from nnder the Bark and it wm quickly 
realissd that we bad found r nest. The bird remailled wlthln onl? briefly, 
but returned in a few minutea with more nearting material. Our group 
watched the pair for aome time as they busily engaged tfiemnelvaa wfth 
nest' bullding. One oi our party then advanced, hopeful of photographing 
one of the Creepers at the nerrt while artanding against s nearby tree, but 
they would not venture so cloae. alUlougb remahlng near and making some 
proteat. Beveral photos were made of the neat In situ, one of whLh k 
reproduced on another paga The body of thle neat was made almost m- 
tirely of the light, corky anpwood of dead argruce, wYch had been tom off 
in rtriprr the length of a match. We presumed tMs neat would have been 
ready for egm within a few days. The second neat was also In process of 
cowtructlon and WM similarly tocated, in a ravine near Newfound Gap. 

The third n a t  waa along the Skyline Drive, in a large dead arpruce 
on which the bark wm sffll mmgletely intact. At one point, however. 
about forty feet from the ground, the bark bad buckled out 80 a8 to proride 
a apace within, about two inchcia across. The birds were entering thrn 
a crack to one slag anand there was no external evidence of e nest. It'a 
presence was discovered by watching one of the birds fly to the tree 
and enter the crack. It did not leave EIO it warn asanmed to be incubating. 
Umn securlng a permit from Park authoritlea to examine the neat in da- 
ts iL the senior author (A F. G.) climbed to ft on June 19 and found It to 
contala five egge, nearly fresh The nest, unlike the one deecribed above, 
was ctrmpmed externrllg of the tipa of dead spruce brancha from which 
the leavea had fallen, then a half inch layer of the d 4  sapwood strlpr 
a ~ d  anally, s tblch lining ot the ~ o t t ,  dlky, silver-colored inner bark shrde 
from the spruce tress. The egga were white, flecked wltb emall dota ot 
reddish brown, chiefly abut the larger end but not in the form of a wrath.. 

The appended lkt will ahow the diartributIon and relative abundance 
of the 81 speclee o! birds found wl tb i  the Park by our party. The namm 
contorm to thore gIven In the k 0- U. Check-list. 1931 edltion. The a m -  
pilauon and tabulation of the var Iou~ lists wae done each night by the junior 
author and upon the oompletiw of our etay, be made up the aummary nhlcb 
followa below. 
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6-1500 ft. to 2600 it. elevation: To top Siler's Bald; Little River Gorge; 
Laurel Fallr trafl; Rod to Cade's Cove; In Cade'm Cove. 

B-2500 ft. to 3500 ft.: Foot of the Chlmneya; Anthony Creek trail. 
C--3500 ft. to 4500 it.: From Grassy Patch to Alum Cave; Bote Mi. trail. 
-500 ft. to 6000 It.: Highway at head oil valley, third tunnel, and Newtonnd 

Qa9; #pence Fleld 3ald 
E-500 ft. to 8000 ft.: Newtound Q ~ D  to the Jump-off; Alum Cave to Le Conte; 

Newfound Gap to Indian Gap to Forney'a Ridge, Andrew'~ Bald, Siler's 
Bald. 

F-6000 tt. to 6000 it.: Top of M t .  LeConte; CIingman'~ Dome. 

Turkey Vulture 
EL Red-tailed Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Golden Ehgle 
Duck Hawk 
1. Ruffed Grouae 
E. Bob-white 
Amercian Woodcock 
E. Mourning Dove 
N. Barred Owl 
E. Whip-poor-will 
Chimney Switt 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
1. Belted Klngfi8her 
N. Flicker 
N. Pileated Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
E. Hairy Woodpecker 
N. Downy Woodpecker 
PI. Created Flycatcher 
E. Phoebe 
Acadian Flycatcher 
E. Wood Pewee 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Purple Martin 
S. Blue Jay 
N. Raven 
Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Red-breaated Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
I. Winter Wren 
Carolina Wren 
Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Robin (aubap?) 
Wood Thruah 
Veery 
E. Bluebird 
GoIden-crowned Kinglet 
Cedar Waxwing 
Starling 



Whiteeyed Vlreo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Mountain Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Black and White Warbler 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Oolden-wlnged Warbler 
E. Yellow Warbler 
Cairn@'s Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
C e r d a  Warbler 
BlackburnIan Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 
Sycamore WarbIer 
Chestnut-slded Warbler 
N. Pine Warbler 
N. Prairie Warbler 
Oven-bird 
L& Water-Lhmah 
Kentucky Warbler 
N. Yellow-throat 
Yellow-breaated Chat 
Hooded Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Amerlcan Redstart 
S. Meadowlark 
E. Red-wing 
Scarlet Tanager 
Summer Tanager 
E. Cardinal 
Rose-breaated Grogbeak 
Indjgo Bunting 
N. Pine Siakln 
E. Goldfinch 
Red CrossbiIl 
Red-eyed Towhee 
E. Qmahopger Sparrow 
Carollna Junco 
E. Cbipglng Sparrow 
1. Field Sparrow 
1, Song Sparrow 

5E. Rutted (3rousdncladea S young. N. Flicke- Sgeuce meld Bald. 
Carolina Chichide-theae 2 may have been B l a c k a p p d  Chlchadea. Mt. 
Vire-to 2600 feet. Worm-eating WarbIer-glua immature bf rds bet= id. 
Sycamore Warbler--with young. Carolina Junc-at 2600 feet, 
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SUMMER RESIDENT LISTS 

In our June iusue we auggeatad that lists of our most common arum- 
mer remidentm be compiled for our re~pective localities 80 that a crona- 
sectlon of our Bummer bird Iife could be preeented in theee pagee. Another 
obJmctive Was to aaenre some new mntrtbutora to our publication and to 
encourage our  member^ to notice aome of their bird neighbors from this 
standpoint. For this reaeon a Hart ot only dve apeciea thought to be the 
moat common summer remidenin in one's arm WaB 8et as a minimum. The 
suggested lint wnu one that included the ten mwt oommon epeeies in rela- 
tive order for the contribntor'ar home county or aome part thereof. From 
representatives of our larger and older chaptere whoee home territory had 
been worked more by a larger number of observers and over a longer period 
of time, we were gIad to receive larger l i a t ~ .  These were acoomganted by 
notea and other comment which we felt should be included. Thus we aban- 
doned our idea of a comparative tabulation even before we 6ttempted to 
work out a poeaible way to publiarh the data in that form. Instead, we 
leave the reader to make the comparison and to note the parlation in tbe 
summer birdlife of onr state. SpaakIng for the Shelby C w n t y  Hat and 
waaibly many others, the data presented should be considered aa only pre- 
liminary due to natural limitations. We desire to expresa our eincere 
thanka to thoae member8 who co-operated with The M m n t  in makiw 
the necessary obarervatlona and notes and preparing ~ u c h  liata. 

h l f o o t  Lake-Lake proper and wooded trfnges. Am. Egret. Double- 
creetad Cormorant, Coot, Leaet Bittern, Little Blue Heron, Wood Duck, Red- 
wing, Prothonotary Warbler, Wood Pewee, Bronxed Graakle. After mld- 
July the Leaat Bittern should pofssibl~ be replaced by the Pied-billed Grebe. 
-7bM Sxmamoa, Southwestern, Memphia. 

Bhelbj County:-In order, but to be conddered only as preliminarj: 
Mockingbird, ~eadowlark, Cardinal, Indigo Bunting, Blue Jay, Orchard Orf- 
ole, English Sparrow, Wood Thrush, Bronzed Grackle, Chimney Swlft, Brow 
Thraahar, Maryland Yellow-throat. Mourning Dove, Red-eyed Vireo, White- 
eyed Vireo, Carolina Wren, Robin. Red-wing, Bluebird. Killdeer, Summer 
Tanager, Wood Pewee, Flicker, Carolina Chickadee, Bob-white; alrro Night- 
hawk. Purple Martin, Tufted Titmouse, Loggerhead Shrike, and Hooded War- 
bler.-BR~ 3. COFFEY, JB, Memphia 

HumboldL-Cardinal, Mocklngbird, Indigo Bunting, Brown ThraPlher. 
Robin, Bluebird, Bronzed Grackle, Chimney Eiwift, Red-wing, Killdeer, 
ALBERT J. M ~ H ,  Humboldt. 

DecatnmU1e:-Area south of town. Carolina Wren, Indigo Bunting, 
Mourning Dove, Bob-white, White-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay. Chipping Sparrow, 
Field &parrow. Carolina Chickadee, C a r B l n a l . 4 w  W ~ M H .  JR., Mamphi~i. 

H d i n  ConnQ-Filwfck Dam Park and riclnitg of Goent&Xn order: 
Pine Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Bluebird. Mocklngbird, Purple Martin, 
Orchard Oriole, Chipping Sparrow, Meadowlark, Wood Thruah, Brown T h r ~ h -  
~ F H O W A ~ D  COUN~E, Hardin County. 



XL Plmsank-Dan R. Gray farm-200 acrea with delda intsrsgersed 
with Eover: small dream and a half-acre pond. In order: Robin (nests 
all over the glace), Meadowlark, Blue Jay, Brown Thrasher, Cardinal, Cat- 
bird, Carolina Wren, Bewick'e Wren, Mourning Dove, Indfgo Bunting. Ad- 
ditional notea follow in the 'Round T a b l e ' . d ~ r r  EL GBAT, bit. PleaEMlt. 

Pulaski and Inviron8.--Crow, Fidd Sparrow, Robin, Cardinal, Bronzed 
Grackle, Mourning Dove, Blue Jay, Catbird, Moclrfngbird. Bluebird.-. 
SAUH Rmm, PuXaakI. 

Rutherford ConnQ-In order: Englfsh Sparrow, StarIlng, Field Sparrow, 
Bewick's Wren, Meadowlark, Mockingbird, Robin, Chipping Sparrow, Blue- 
bird and Brown Thrasher.-Gmaor DAYIB, h. JAM= B. ~ C K ,  ABD H. 0. 
TODD, JR., Murireesboro. 

Naehville Ar-In compiling such a l i l t  as thia, some limits must 
be set and many factors cotwfdered. In the flrst place, I have %Ilmlrtated 
'city area' by excluding all territory within 4 a l e s  of the court house and 
LhL tends to cut down the ranking of such bfrds as the Robin, Mocking- 
bird, Wood Thrueh and English Sparrow. The extreme limit Bet ie 15 milem 
from tho court houae, thereby embradng large tracta of woodland as well 
aR cutsver land, thickets, wooded paitnres, meadows, cultivated and aban- 
doned flelds. The hilly and often rocky nature of much ot this area has 
been the cause of a very large percentage of I t  being covered by thickets 
or else uncultivated. 'Clean cultivation' h a  been the exeegtion rather than 
the rule becsuse much of the tilled Imd is occupied by tenant farmers. 
For these reasona, the moat abunbnt breedlng birds of the ares are those 
which greter thicketa, and next are those which prefer wooded pmturea 
and cut-over Iandr. When one considers how many such habitata are available 
and that each has its quota of birds that prefer ~ u c h  eonditlone, he will 
realize that perhaw the birds most often seen are not necesarlly the 
moat common. The Mockingbird, tor instance, ia conrpicuous in flight, 
might be given higher rank than they delerve; these include the Carolina 
Wren, Chimney Swift, Blue Jay, Crow, Bronzed Grackle, etc. The wrfter 
has ~peclaliaed ugon the nesting habib of birds for many years and the 
ranking given below come8 largely from the general 'fmpreaslone' ot rela- 
tive abundance rather than from a tabulation of census IlaU. A dnal 
check upon the ranking given comes from obaewationa made upon the 
number of old neate found during the winter month8 for they maq be 
readily identified by an experienced observer. 

The list i s  given below but It may frankly be atated that almost any 
apecies might be moved up or down one gosltfon, and posaibly more toward 
the end of the liat. In order, I would glace them ae follows: No. 1.-Field 
Sparrow, 24ardina1,  3-Northern (Maryland) Yellow-throat, 4-Indigo Bunt- 
ing, LWhite-eyed Vireo, 6-Yellow-breasted Chat, 7-Towhee, 8-Mocklng- 
bird, +Brown Thrasher, 1O-Carolina Wren, 11-Prairie Warbler, 12-Blue- 
bird, 13-Red-eyed Vireo, 14-Blue Jay, IMarol ina Chickadee, 16-Downy 
Woodpecker, 17-Orchard Oriole, 18-Flicker, Is--Catbird, 20-Bob-White, 21 
--,Engli~h Sparrow, %%Robin, 23-Tufted Titmouse, 24-Mournlng Dove, and 
2LWood Pewee.- 8'.  GAB^., Na~hvillk 
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P~F~L-Blue Jay, Cardinal, Mockingbfrd, Chimney Swltt, Carolina Wren, 
Towhee, Crow, Robin, Catbird, Carolina Chickadee.--PAUL C B O ~ R ~ ,  PBril. 

CIark~vllle-The task of liating the wmmonerlt summer reaidenta among 
the birds of our county seems aimpIe, but it h e  ahown to us  members ot 
the Clarksville Chapter that our studies have not yet brought us to the 
paint where we can give a dependable answer. Montgomery County, in 
which we live, is principally a farming area, but changes from flat and 
gently rolling terrain in ita north central ~ec t ion  to hilly territory In the 
eouthern, eastern and wecltern  part^, where wooded alopes outnumber the 
tilled acres. To strike a proper balance for these different bird habitat# 
in our county has been another dlfficulty. We are unanimous that the 
Indigo Bunting Is tba most abundant of our native summer reaidenta. closely 
followed by the Cardinal and Field Sparrow. On m b  farm there 18 such a 
horde of the English Sparrow that we muat place him In a group with theme 
three members of the Sparrow family. Next in order we rank the Catbird, 
:he Robln and the Towhee, and in the third group we place tfte Carolina 
Wren and the Maryland Yellow-throat. Ae fourth in the scale of abundance 
during the aummer we would name the White-eyed and Red-eyed Vireos 
and the Chipping Sparrow. This is a total of 12 sgeciea that seem to us 
outatandlng in the number of individuals by which they are represented. 
-ALFUED C ~ C I I ,  Clarksvllle. 

SpriugfieltlAardinal, FleId Sparrow, Crow, Indigo Bunting, Mourn- 
ing Dove, Bob-white, Meadowlark, Bronzed Grackle, Catbird, and Tufted 
Titmou~e.-FOEREBT V. DUUND, Sprlngfleld. 

Bon Ah.-Camp grounds only. Very oommon--Chipping Sparrow. Gold- 
finch. Field Sparrow, Pine Warbler. Common--Cardinal, Bluebird, Towhee, 
Wood Pewee, Carolina Chlckadee, Ruby-throated Hummingbird.-SWH 0. 
Rooms, Pnlaski. 

Knox County-In order: Ffeld Sparrow, Carolina Wren, Chimney Swift, 
Btarllng, Titmouse, English Sparrow, Carolina Chickadee, Crow, Blue Jay, 
Mourning Dove, Towhee, Wood Thru~h, Cardinal, Indigo Bunting. Bluebird, 
Song Sparrow, Gras~hopper Sparrow, Downy Woodpecker, Meadowlark, Red- 
Bellied Woodpecker, Black and White Warbler, Summer Tanager, Redatart, 
Phoebe and {25.) Mockingbird. We have followed the suggestions as aet 
forth by Mr. Ganier and readily admit that any specie8 could be rerated 
elther way by one or more positions.-W. N. WALK- WUIAM M. JOHNBON, 
Knoxville. 

Rnox County-Island Home PIke section-In order: Purple M a r t 4 n. 
Ilobln, Carollna Wren, Bluebfrd, Wood Tbruah, Cardinal, Carolfna Chickadee, 
Tufted Titmouse, Brown Thrasher, Red-eyed Towhee. These have been more 
common tbls year than usual. The tollowing less common species have nested 
t h i ~  year in about the usual numbers: Phoebe, Field and Chipping Sgarrowe. 
Blue Jay, Downy and Red-bellied Woodpeckera, Bob-white, Mockingbird, 
Prothonotary Warbler, Screech Owl, Wood Pewee, Creeted Flycatcher, Sum- 
mer Tanager, Mourning Dove. There bas been a definite ahortage of the 
more uncommon species which are liated herewith: BIack and White War- 
bler, Kentucky WarbIer, Maryland Yellow-throat, La. Water-thrush, Oven- 
bird. White-eyed, Red-eyed and Yellow-throated Vireos, Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, Cowbird, Tndfgo Bllnting and Song Sparrow.-H. P. IJAMB, Knoxville. 



M e  Andrew J a s o n  (Knox Con~tt~)-It has- been my plan for arev- 
era1 yeara to follow the bird llte ot some particular locality; and since h k e  
Andrew Jackson h m  received the major part of my "bird-time," this prueut 
project called for little extra work on the part of C h r l e s  Baird, Mrs. Walker, 
and myaelf. Once each week from July 18 to August 21, inclusive, we apent the 
early morning at the lake and vicinity. Our area included approximately 160 
acres roughly divided into 40 a c r a  in water, 10 in pasture, 62 in thickets and 
woodland, and the remainder h land subject to cultivation. The route over 
this territory covered the best habitatm available and wad aelected with the 
idea of viariting the moat denarely populated areas in snch a manner tbat 
duplication in counting was at a mfnimnm. 

Trim were made on Jnly 16, 24, 30, Aug. 8, 18, and 21. Bpedes listed 
numbered 47, 6S, 37, 32,3i', and 21 rapectively, and a grand total ot 85 for tbC 
ueriod. After each trip the ten most numerous speciea were Ibted,-with 
surprising relrulh Twenty specielr were Included one or more times in the 
six Hsta with only the Song Sparrow and Engliah Sparrow in every "high- 
ten" liet. Originally we phnned to submit only o w  iillrrl lkt with a few 
comments, but because of some unusual reaults we wish to develop our 
reanlts a little more fully. 

Red-wings were very nnmeroua In mld-July but were all gone by AUK. 
7. Starlings were abundant when in flocks but scarce aa indivldualar get 
the Uocks were not conalstent in.appearance. On July 24 we found a flock 
of Chickadees, Titmlca, Black and White Warblers, and White-breaated Nut- 
hatch in our area where the Yellow-throated Vireo stayed. Thwe birde 
behaved very rrimilar to the winter fedlng flocks in that they were altern- 
ately active and quiet. The Purple Martin which wae reported in flocks 
on July 30 were found in docks by ns on Aug. 13 and 81. The Martins 
roosted in the dead trees in and around the lake. One dock of Crows on 
Aug. 21 waa anificiantly large to make this bird rank eixth !or the entire 
period. 

Trip Ranking: July 7.--Starling, Red-wing, Mourning Dove, Carolina 
Chickadee, Blue Jay, Song Sparrow, Tufted Titmouse, Kingbird, Eng'llsh 
Sparrow, mil Bluebird. Jnly 24.-English Sparrow. Song Sparrow, Field 
Sparrow, Chickadee. Goldfinch, Titmouse, Red-wing. Black and White Warb- 
ler, Whlte-Breaated Nuthatch, and Ringbird July 30.-Starling, Song Sgar- 
row, Dove, BIuebird, Blue Jay, Field Sparrow, English Sparrow, Purple 
Martfn, Kingbird, and Chimney Switt. Aug 7-Song Sparrow, Starling, Dove, 
Bluebird, Blue Jay, Robin, Field Sparrow, Cardinal, Green Heron, and Eng- 
Iish Sparrow. Aug. IS-Purple Martin, Starling, Song Sparrow, English 
Sparrow, Chimney Swift, Bluebird, Dove, Green Heron, Field Sparrow, and 
Kingbfrd. Aug 21-Purple MarUn, Crow, Dove, Song Sparrow, English Spar- 
row, Bluebird, Blue Jay, Kingbird, Cardinal, and Starling. Final rating- 
Purple Marcln, Starling, Song Sparrow, Mourning Dove, Englbh Sparrow, 
Crow, Bluebird, Chickadee, Red-wing. and Field Sparrow. 

The weak point in this rating ia tbat the territory was not aulficientlp 
large to give the gregarious birds a true status but thle frt counter-balanced 
by the fact that the smaller area can be studied more thoroughly.-m. 
WALKER, KnoxviUe. 
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Johnson City A m - S o  much dependr on circumstances and locations 
that i t  ia very difficult to name the moat common o! our blrda. I have seen 
600 Crowa in a single flock moet common for that day'a obeervation; a180 
100 or more Prairie Horned Larkrr in one day but the average I ahould l ist  
~ o m e w h a t  ae follows: Starling-resident, breeding throughout up  to about 
5000 ft ,  elevation but  more numerous in the  lowlands as low as 1100 ft. (our 
floor). English Sparrow-reeldent in Upper Auatral and Transition Zones. 
Condition8 in our Canadian Zone are not conducive to its propagation. 
E. Robin--summer resident, breeds abundantly throughout N. E. Tenn. 
in all  zones. 1100 to 6300 ft. elevation (our celIing). Mockingbird- reei- 
dent, breeda freely in Upgar Austral and Tranaition Zones observed ae 
high as 3000 it. Catbird-eummer resident throughout thia region. Wood 
Tllrumh-very common summer reaident in woodlanda of the  Upper Auatral 
a.nrl Tranaftion Zones. Meadowlark-Resident, breede freely in Upper Aua- 
tml and T r a n ~ i t i o n  Zones. Song Sparrow-Maident, breeda abundantly 
throughout this region. The subspecie# breeding i~ the  MiaeiaaIppi race, 
but in winter it i s  replaced to considerable extent by the Eastern type. It 
ia my oglnion that the former  migrates to a great degree. Bluebird- 
Reeldent,  breed^ throughout. Carolina Jun-Breede in the Canadian Zone 
and winters in the IowIanda of the Upper Austral and Tranaition Zones. 
This i s  the moet common bird on its breeding ground in summer. 

The FIicker 18 a cloae conteatant for any of the  laat four positions. 
---BRUCE P. TYLER AND  ROBE^ B. L q  Johnson City. 

6treenevlIle:-An area of two square miles, north of town, conaleting of 
open woods and  thicket^ broken by rolIing upland  pasture^ and extending 
down to  Lick Creek. English Sparrow, Mockingbird, Cardinal, Brown Thras- 
her, Blue Jay, CaroIina Chickadee, Song Sparrow, Catbird, Carolina Wren, 
Field Sparrow.-Wr~cre R m  R ~ D ,  Greenevflle. 

Great Smoky Monntahs National Park-Camp Margaret Townsend- 
dhout  20 acres; a amall: open field slopes upward from Little River Into 
the forested slopes of Rattlesnake Ridge below Tremont. Heavy logglng 
near camp. In order: Chipping Sparrow, Catbird, Phoebe, Goldfinch, Aca- 
dian FIycatcher, Red-eyed Vireo, Wood Thrush, Carolina Wren, Black and 
White Warbler, Sycamore W a T b l e r . - w m ~ ~  RUTH h, Greeneville. 

Great Bmoky Nonntaine National Park-Gatlfnbnrg (1200-8000 feet eleve. 
Ilon).-Cardinal, Field Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Wood Thrush, Goldflnch, 
Phoebe, Catbird, Carolina W~en, Robin, B l u e b i r d . - A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  STUPEL, Park  Na- 
turalist. 

Great Bmokg Bionntaln~ Natlonal Park-Spruce-fir reglon (4,000.8,800 
feet elevation).-Carolina Junco, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Veery, Red-braanted 
Nuthatch, Mtn. Vireo, Cairna'a Warbler, C h e 8 t n u t-aided Warbler, Black- 
throated Green Warbler, Hairy Woodpecker. Winter Wren.-ARTE~B STUPXA, 
Park Naturalist, Oatlinburg. 



BIRD BANDING BREVITIES-NO. 13 
BY Urn R. Las~rn 

In aeven ywrs ayetematle ,trapping, during which more that twelve 
thouaand birds of 110 apecie~ have been banded, there has been only one of 
these birds trapped and released by a bird bander in another state. On 
April 14, 1938, Dr. K. Cbristofferaon trapped Junco No. 37-84478 at hia ata- 
tion in Blaney Park, Michigan. Thie bird had been banded at Blotlaomdell 
substation on November 29, 1937.-Durlng the palt year I bave been erperi- 
menting with 'plume' marking,-that is, faatmIng oolored feathers in the 
taila of reeldent birds with Duco cement. This method haa been tound rmatlm- 
factory as a means of fleld identiamtfon by bird studenta at Cornell but 
here It did not work so well for the plumes that were not loet became no 
sooty and bedraggled that many of the colora were indiatingniarhable. me 
abjectlve waa to mark all the Chickadees and Tufted Tftmlce that came to 
the feeding shelves In order to dstermlne whether tbe twmmea that fly 
together In winter are matea or merely chance companions. Two colora 
did uurvlve eun bleaching and aoot darkening and two GaroUaa Chiekadw 
marked with red and orange came together all winter. The red-plumed 
one occasionally chased others from the sunflower mads. In April their 
courbhig behavior proved they were mat= On a Hmb above the feeding 
shelf, the orange-plumed Individual was seen posturing like a bagglng ju- 
venile with Quivering winga while the red-gIumed male fed her. Later In 
the season the male wan tra~ped, minua hie plume, when he brought some 
youngatem to the y tat ion. Although this pair happened to be of the same 
size, the male averaged a few grams heavier throughout the non-breedhg 
seaeon.-Dr. Cynthia Cuunce of Memgbim used some of the plnmes at her 
feeding station and found that a pair of Csrolha Wrens r~malned together 
during the winter and mating seasons.-A late migrant WMta-Crowned 
Hparrow was banded May 18.-Bronrd Grackle B394136, on adult male 
banded March 28, 1934, at the Belle M d e  nuhtalion waa retaken there 
March 22, 1928, with no intervening recapture records.-Mocglngblrd B270162, 
bltnded Segtember 15, Isas, was trapped a quarter of a mile from the band- 
ing station by Misa Ann Hamilton on May 21, 1938. It had not been retaken 
in the five year interval.-Blue Jay B363963 banded at Belle Meade April 26, 
1933, wm tound ahot to death there on June 3, 1938, at leaart nix years old 
-Some very intereating IndIgo Bnnthg returns were obtained this mprtng 
although thfe epecies wae very scarce at the station, only five new onas 
being banded. No. H73036, a male, banded August 30, 1933 was a return- 
4 on May 19,  1938, aged 5 years. No. 84-43180, a female banded Augurt 21, 
1934, apent JuIy and August of 1936 at the station, repeating frequently. 
She mappeafBd May 16, 1938 and again had the trap habit, sometlmem re- 
peating several times a day and dropping an egg while entrapped on the 
24th. A few dam latar she died apparently from atrangnlatlon caused by 
a millet seed in the trachek The plumage of this old bird was unusual 
ns her head and b r m t  were heavily marked with blue. Mr. Ganier now 
hna the akin in the collection. The other malea, No. 3 U 7 1 9 0  and No. 34- 
87213, were returns-3 In May, 1938. The former la three yesre old and 



62 THE MIORANT September 

the latter four years or more.-4oldfinches have been difficult to trap. Of 
the ten banded, two were taken in I933 and eight in 1935. Therefore it 
was a rare treat to get two thia Bummer; one was an adult male in brilliant 
nummer plumage on August 31, the other, a female trapped September 3rd 
which had been banded August 7, 1935. Both were trapped between 6 and 
6 P.M. the mals weighing 11 grams and the oId female 13.8 grams.-h 
unusuaI record for the Canada Wwbler was obtained when one flaw through 
au open window of a Nashville hotel in the central bueinese aection, about 
7:30 P.M. July 31, after a heavy rain. It was brought to the banding ata- 
tlon on the next day, in good condition except for the loss ol ib tail inci- 
dental to catching it. Alter banding it was weiphed, given a drink of water 
and released. From plumage markings, size, and weight, it was identified 
as an adult male.-A few recovery records of special interest have been 
received from the BiologicaI Survey. Golden Eegle No. 36-802822 caught 
in a steel trap at Watertown, Tenn. and released February 28, 1936 at Gat- 
llnburg by Mr. Stupka, Smoky Mounhjns Park naturalist, wm k i l l d  at 
I3ead Waters, Virginia on March 10, 1938.-Red-shouldered Hawk No. 34- 
661450 banded January 14, 1937 (mentioned in the March. 1937 Brevlues) 
wae caught (and probably kllled) at Lansing, Michigan on March 20, 1938. 
-Screech Owl No. 34-609922, banded March 30, 1934, at the home station, 
was deported a t  the time to woods about 2 1-2 miles out. On March 6, 1936, 
it was again captured at t h e  borne  tati ion and orice more deported, being 
releaaed at Chapel Hill, Tenneaaee, about 40 miles north. On December 8. 
1937. It was caught In a holIow tree at EagleviIle. Tenn. about ten milea 
m r t h  of Chapel Hill. Unfortunately there can be no further record ot the 
travels of thia bird because the misinformed flnder removed the band, send- 
Ing i t  to Washington inalead of reading the number. He held the bird nome 
time awaiting a new band from the Biological Bnrvey, and inally released 
the ow1 unhanded. 

NABHVYILS, TEXN., September 7, 1938, 

RAMBLING WITH THE BIRDS 

The period of June 7 to 21, 1938, was #pent a t  Pfckwick, which IE 
located on the Tennessee River southeast of Shfloh National Park. Birdr 
were plentiful and Howard Counee and I were able to list 64 species during 
our stay. Many of the warblers found here earlier in the spring had al- 
ready moved on to their favorite nesting grounda farther north. 

We enioyed our breakfast8 about 6:30 A.M. each morning In a pavilion 
on the  reservation about forty feet from the lake. Often this meal was 
interrupted when some new water bird would splaah into the water near 
ua. After breakfast it was our custom to follow the trail8 made by the 
C.C.C. boya around the lake and make an annotated I l s t  of our land birda. 
On some occasions when we wanted glimpeea of the Pileated Woodgecker 
or Barred Owl. we would take to the deep woods. One mornlog we were 
exploring the high bank of Chamberr Creek, when suddenly R "ball of are" 
came flying through the heavy foliage lnat over our bead-"Red~tart!" we 
acclaimed. This beautifuI warbler waa quite a treat to the eyes. We then 



turned towards the Tennessee River which waa only a few pacedl away. 
From beneath the cool willowe. we wuld watch the Kingfisher skim the 
worvear for food, or scan the aky tor the O~grey searching fox his taaty 
repaat. He  seems to haunt this region ~ i n c e  the erection of the dam. 

Pickwick Lake formed by the Tennessee River at this point, uhould be- 
come a very attractive locality for waterbfrdn ot all kinds as well as the 
Bald Ehgle and the Ogprey which feed on rough flah. 

The "Turkey Knob" In the viclnlty of Pickwick Dam. towera higher 
than any of the surrounding hiHe. Its Iotty peak ha8 always beckoned to 
me, since i ts area was about the only territory In that region that I had 
not explored. One morning Howard suggested that we explore this knob 
In hogea of flnding the Scarlet Tanager or ~omething unusual to give ua 
another thrill, so we began our long climb to the top. All w w  quiet on 
the aummit much to our disappointment, 80 we ambled down the farther 
side. SuddenIy we came upon a houae in a clearing. There on the back 
fence waa erected a rugged box, made for Purple Martins. Ae we paused 
to reat on the back porch we obflerved to our utter ~urprlse that a pair 
of Crested Flycathem were neating in the box.  Thin box was about twelve 
ieet high and was almost inaccessible, but with the aid of boxea and tuba 
we  finally, with much dlrlliculty, managed to climb to the nest and bring 
out two fledglinge. We placed them on the porch and attempted to ghoto- 
graph them. The neat conei~ted of a few pine needlea, dried stick8 and 
fragments oil snake akin. Both parent birds mads frequent calla to thla 
single room bird houee, bringing graaahopgere and other Insects. 

Later, at Natural Bridge, near WaYneblboro, we found the Loulaiana 
Water-amah wading thru the rippling shallows of a small hill branch, 
teetering hie tail contknoualy. We were fortunate enough to hear him 
glve him wild ringing rang which thrilled all who came within its sound. 
T h i ~  WM also an ideal place to observe the Thrushes and Fhoebea which 
,ware then BO burrilg engaged in their struggle for erlstence with h e  ap- 
petitiea of tbslr young ever crying for more and more. 

Mimmzrs, TER. 

BIRD BANDING STARTED AT CURKSVILLE 
Br MRS. JOHN T. H U T C ~ I N ~ H  

Under a Biological Survey permit I~aued lo the wrlter, this Interwting 
phase of bird study waa Initiated in ClarksvIlle on March 11, 1938. Thla fol- 
lowed much preliminary work as a result of visita to Mrs. Laskey'a banding 
station at Nashville by some of our local rnember~ and ot the many valued 
suggestione made by her. In addition to the home atatfon and Mr. Clebrch's 
subatation, Dr. Pickering began trapglng two months later: tbs delay being 
d u ~  to a shortage of traps and bands,-the latter resulting from the full suc- 
cess or our initial efforta. HIE station adjoins the premisee of Mr. Clebsch. 
AII stations now haye lrbout five trapar each and are getting good results. 
During the winter we found milIet to be ideal bait but have used chiefly 
bread thin summer, with pokeberries, canary eeed, and sunflower eeed for 
variety. 

In our first rrlx months about 600 birda ot 83 specie8 have been banded. 
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More Bronzed Grackles-namely, 88-have been banded than any other 
trpectea; 65 were by Mr. Clebach and 20 by Dr. Piekering. Runnera-up were 
the Catbird, 74, and the Brown Thrasher, 67. 66 Field Sgarows were banded, 
a11 at the horns station. Next in order were: Cardinal, 44: Towhee, 42; 
White-crowned Sparrow, 32; Bewick's Wren, 28. The only warblers were: 
,Md. Yellow-throat, 1; Yellow Warbler. I ;  and Chat, 5. Only 8 While-throats 
and 7 Juncos were banded. A single Gambel's Sparrow was of special in- 
terest and during spring migration a Gray-cheeked Thrush wan banded bY 
Mr. Clebsch. 

Our moat consistent repeaters were Brown Thrashera {highest for one 
individual-21 tlme8, next-IT), Catbirds (16 and 12), Tufted Titmice (19 and 
12  time^), Cardinals, Towhees, Bewick's  wren^, Carolina Wrens, and the 
champions themselves,-the Field Sparrows. Out of 56 of thia species banded 
about 60% have repeated from 1 to 10 times and some as high as 18, 20, 24, 
and 30 timee e a c h ,  all within the period of Mar. I7 to Agr. 15, 1938. I am 
now begfnning to trap a few immature Field Sparrows but not a single adult 
has been near the traps since that period altho there aeemed to be many in 
the vicinity all summer. An unusual incident on Sept. 12, proved that a t  leaat 
one of my banded adults bad been near the station. A Black Snake. about 
4 %  feet long, was found in my 'tunnel' trap located near the tall weeds in 
adjacent vacant lots. A -22 rifle ended his  career and he was tossed far into 
the  weed^. I'm sure there had been no birde in the trap when the anake en- 
tered but as I went about my housework I couldn't forget that big reptile. 
Earlier in the morning I had banded and reIeaaed nearby a very wet and bed- 
~aggled immature Catbird and the thought now atruck me that perhaps my 
Catbird had been a victim of thia anake. So I looked nearly an hour to find 
the snake, which to my relief, did not contain the Catbird. But the tears 
came to my eyes at the flight ot a nearly digested but still recognizable small 
mnsa of wet leathers and two tiny lega. The band 38-72399 around one taraus 
identified the bird aa my own special little Field Sparrow that had repeated 
30  time^ from Mar. 26 to Apr. 16, thia apring. 

In all, six banded blrds have been found dead and reported,-all near the 
stations. From our traps we have 7 recorda classed as 'returns' under the 
standard arbitrary definition that l i a t ~  rae such all recorda with a lapne of a t  
least three months since previous trapping. In our limited geriod of operation 
we have not, of course, had time to have any 'recoveries' or intereatlng 're- 
t~lrna'. We look forward to the advent of our winter bird8 again, awaiting 
as all bird banders have at one time or another, the thrill of flrat re-trapplug 
those of 'our own' birda which may return after a season's sojourn In far 
places,-perhaps the farther portions of our contfnent. 
( ~ ~ A R K S V I L L E ,  T-., &pt. 17, 1938. 

OUR ItLUSTRATION8:-The 20 ghotoa on the next four page., illuetrste the artlcla 
on the bIrdB of the Great Brnoklea Numbera 1 and 2 .how membsrs of the  party on 
~rrdrsw'a Bald ~ n d  o n  Clingman's Dome lookout tower.  No. 3. a littlo Red Saulrrsl at 
lunch. No. 4, how the esulrrel was PhotosraDhed ISchneIder, Davie and Sl~ck . )  No. 
6. group under Alum Cave cllii, watchlng Duck Hawka No. 6, group In Cad- Covo. 
No. 7 nnd 8. nest of Brown Creeper, protruding from under deed bark. No. 10, In- 
npectlng a Brow,, CWepeflm neat. forty feat UP. NO. 11. neat or Calms Wsrbler in 
rhododendron No. 18, nest o l  Carollna Junco, tucked In fern m s a .  No. 13, nest 
and esss o i  Runed Grouse, at loot  of beech. (continued on page 59) 











BLACKBIRD BANDING IN THE MIID-SOUTH-1 

This ia a tabulation of recoveries of blackbirds banded at Nashville, Pu- 
laeki, Memphis and Water Valey, Miss., and ~on%cello,  Ark. With data on 
Bronzed Grackles, Cowbirds, Red-wings, and Rusty Blackbirds, we incIude 
that on Starling8 because the latter, altho not ~cientifically claeeified with 
the blackbirds, a re  for convenience commonly grouped with them because of 
varioua arimilarities and frequent mutual aesociation. Because of lack of 
time and space, local repeats and returns for Bronzed Grackles and Starlings, 
trap behaviour and analyaes of the data in'the tablea, are not included at 
present but will follow in later issuea. We are indebted to fellow-banders 
for their data so kindly furnished. These are: Mrs. Amelia R. Laekey of 
Nashville, Mra. Sarah 0. Rogers of Pulaski, Mr. C. M. Owena of Monticello, 
Ark., and Mr. E. Earl Bell of Water Valley, Miss. 

Migrating flocka of Grackles and Starlings in late winter and early 
spring furnish the buIk of the trapping8 and the bulk of the recoveries. 
Winter flocka of Starlings also appear at timea and start a run on a banding 
station. Becauae these species are generally without legal protdction, and 
i~ lso  are killed because of ignorance and becaulre thefr flocking habits make 
them attractive targets to many gunnera, the proportion of recoveries secured 
and reported is higher than for most other gaseerine apeciea. The tables be- 
low are to aome extent self-explanatory. Since the sub-stations at Memphis 
handled 'loada' equal to or greater than the home stations. the name of the 
operator Q alao tabulated. In fact, some of these atationa were operated lor 
and during blackbird migration perioda only. Terms aueh as 'Coifey-1' refer 
to a aeparate locatioq as differentiated from '-2' or '-3'. We tried to list the 
recoveries ~yetematically but succeeded perhaps, only with the Cowbirds.- 
We might call attention at this point to an uouaual coincidence,-the recov- 
ery of separate Gracklea at Altheimer, Ark. from Water Valley, Miss. and 
Monticello, Ark., reepectively. 

We are indebted to Messrs Hugh McCain and Tom Simpson for the re- 
production of the mape of recoveries which are attached at the end of the 
issue. Places not lintsd are: Table I-McKim, Sank, not located on atlarr; 
Tnble 111-Newell, Ont.. unable to locate on atlas or thru correapondence. 
Table I I b N o n e  shown. 

BRONZED GRACKLES 
Number banded 1932 1933 1934 1936 1936 1937 1938 TotaI 

K~shvi l l e  .................. 1-1931 5 9  22 30 11 56 80 51 309 
Pulaskl ...................... 77 111 192 380 
Memphis .................... 4-1929 5 173 184 950 3% 1348 
Water Valley .......... 2 1  20 44 
Monticello ................ 113 113 
Nnte: Pulaski-includes preceding winter  month^. NaehvtlIe-adultrr only. 
Mcmghis-migrating adul ts  only (differentiated as Par a8 possible). 

- 
OUR 1LLUBTRATIONB (contlnund)-No. 14, viaw from the trall on Mt. W o n r e .  

NO. 16. road neat Nawfound Gup. No. 16. 17. 1s. Borne Desks and valleya of the 
Smoklea No. 19. Chsmnev Tons. moat beautSlu1 wak.  No 10. nest of Carolina Junco 
In tree roots. ~ h o t o e  NO.. 16. '17, snd 38, were iaken by - ~ r . -  ~of fey- ;  ~a 4,- 6, 6 .  11, 
13, 14, 18 and 20,  by Mr. Oanlar: No, 1, 2, and 1 6 ,  by Dr. Plckerlng; No. 1, E and 10. 
by &f!s8 Bchnalder, and No. 7. 9 and 12, by Mi08 Black. 
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TABLE 1. BRONZED GRACKLES-DATES OF BANDING. AT MEMPHIS 
DATES AND PLACES OF RECOVERIES ELSEWHERE 

R E ~ V E R I E S  &rrowrn~ MIGRA'MO?~ AND Smm~ RAYOE 

A314137 Coffey Feb. 24. 1929 Oct. 27. 1929 Highland, Ill. 

34-340821 Coffey-1 Jan. 22. 1935 Apr. 1, 1936 Charlemton. Ill. 
34-340881 McCameg Jan. 24, 1935 May 17, 1935 Cooter, Mo. 
34-353426 Coftey-2 Feb. 27, 1936 July 7, 1935 Webberville, Mich. 
34-353428 Coffey-1 Feb. 27, 1935 May 6. 1935 Rock Co., Wis. 
34-364401 Coffey-2 Mar. 11. 1935 Apr. 18, 1936 Paulding, Ohio 
34-354422 Coffey-l Apr. 9. 1935 May 18, 1936 Pleaeantville, Iowa 
34-364607 McCamey Mar. 19, 1935 June 1, 1936 Carp Lake, Mich. 
34-354516 McCamey Mar,  28, 1936 May 16, 1935 Klllarney, Man.* 
34-364406 CoPfey-2 Mar, 21, 1936 Oct. 30, 1935 Kanaas City, Mo. 

34-354423 Coffey-l ' Apr. 9, 1936 May 5, 1936 Staceyville. Iowa 
34-354501 McCamey Mar. 15, 1935 Mar. 13, 1938 Lacenter, Kg. 

35-333519 McCamey Feb. 19, 1936 Apr. 6.  1936 Naehua, Iowa 
34-367752 Roost Mar. 15. 1936 July 26, 1936 Brownton, Minn. 

37-312022 Wallace Feb. 26, 1931 March, I937 Toledo, Ohio. 
37-312166 Cofley-2 Mar. 9, 1937 Apt. 22, 1937 Treloar, Mo. 
36-333435 Wallace Feb. 21. 1937 May 12, 1937 Indianagolia, Ind. 
37-312730 Shaffer Mar. 12, 1937 May 29, 1937 Springfield, S. 23. 
37-312071 Wallace Mar. 8, 1937 June 1. 1937 McClure, Ohio 
37-312076 Wallace Mar. 9. 1937 June17, 1931 Oxford. Jnd. 

Wallace 
Corfey-2 
McCamey 
Wallace 
Coffey-2 

Wallace 
Wallace 
Wallaw 
Vardaman 
Wallace 
Cofiey-2 
Coffey-2 

Feb. 26, 1937 

Mar. 3, 1937 
Mar. 1937 
Feb. 19, 1937 
Feb. 14, 1937 
Mar. 16. 1937 

Feb. 4, 1937 
Feb. 14, 1937 
Mar. 13, 1937 
Feb. 2. 1937 
Mar. 21, 1937 
Mar. 30, 1937 
Feb. 24, 1937 

May 1988 

Laat week of 
July, 1937 

Aug. 3, 1937 
Aug. 20, 1937 
Sep. 8, 193'1 
Sep. 29, 1937 
Nov. 7. 1937 

Mar. 27, 1938 
APT. l a ,  193s 
Apr. 23. lsas 
May 21, 1938 
May 28. 1938 
June 1, 1938 
June l a ,  1938 

June 25, 1938 

Dubuc, Srrak. 
Laird, Saek. 
Shelbpville. Xnd. 
Galena, 111. 
Goldfield, Iowa 
Farmland, Ind. 

Msquon, Wia. 
Huntington C. Ind. 
Beach Grove, Ind. 
Eaeton, 111. 
Rockport, KJ. 
Modeeto, Ill. 
Pana, Ill. 

*This bird had a neat with 6 young therein; releared alive. 

R ~ V E R T E S  SHOWIWa RETURN T O  W ~ N T ~  ANN EARLY SPEUNQ MIOEATIOA RANGE 

McCramsy 
McCamey 
McCamey 
MeCamey 
McCarney 
Park 
Wallace 

3an. 22, 1935 
Feb. 18, 1935 
Mar. 17, 1936 
Jan. 29, 1936 
Feb. 20. 1936 
Feb. 25. 1937 
Mar. 6. 1937 

Apr. 10, 1937 

Feb. 16, 1936 
Mar. 27, 1937 
Dee. 29, 1936 
Mar. 6, 1938 
Feb. 9, 1938 
Mar. 6, 1937 
Mar. 29, 1938 

Apr. 10, 1938 

Waterford, Mira. 
Lepanto, Ark  
Helena, Ark. 
Aahport, Tenn. 
Parchman, M~IIII. 
Oaceola, Ark. 
Tyronaa, Ark. 

Dimple, Texas 



TABLE IT BRONZED GRACKLESDATES OF BANDING--DATES AND 
PLACES OF RECOVERIES 

37-305309 Feb, 26, 1957 
37-306362 Mar. 9, 1987 
37-305392 Mar. 16, 1937 
31-806378 Mar. 11, 1957 

W A T ~  VALLEY B07991 Agr. 5, 1933 
(Mrsa.1 

Rrthsxr 86-328463 Jan. 16. 1936 
36-336111 Feb. 18. 1937 

NABHV- B331828 Apr. 2, 1932 
B331836 Am. 1, 1982 
B394176 Oct. 9, 1934 

Mag 20, I937 
May 25, 1987 
Sep. 2, 1987 
W. SO, 1938 
Apr. 1, 1934 

Apr. 20, 1936 
Aug. 19, 1937 
Feb. 9, 193a 
Nov. 27, 1933 
Jan. 25, 1936 

Laura, Smk. 
Elkhorn, Neb. 
Altheimer, Ark. 
Superior, Iowa 
Altbeimer, Ark. 

Gladesville, Tenn. 
Lakeaide, Ohio 
Savannah, Tenn. 
Centerpille, Ale. 
Rienri, Miss. 

IIb RECOVERIES d~ 'FOREIGN' GRACKLES A T  STATIONS 

A253311 Madimn, Wis. Fa11 of 1930 Mar. 16, 1931 Water Valley 
A281888 Kansae, Ill. May 25, 1934 Mar, IS, 1938 Lalreview,Miss. 

34-300373 Cincinnati, 0. May 24. 1935 Feb. 21, 1937 Pulaski 

BTARLIKGS 
Number banded 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 Total 

Nashville ........................................ 207 86 5 6 303 
f ulaski ............................................ 142 11 153 
Memphis ........................................ 415 30 2 447 
Note: Pulaskf-includes preceding winter months; likewise Memphis, '37. 

TABLE 111 STARLINGS-DATES OF BANDINGDATES AND PLACES OF 
RECOVERIES 

Powell 
Wallace 
McCamey-3 
Powell 
Macarney 
ABcCamey-2 
YECamey 
WaILce 
Powell 
Powell 
Wallace 

Jan. 29, 1936 
Feb. 7, 1936 
Feb. 24, 1936 
Jan. 24, 1936 
Jan. 27, 193% 
Feb. 23, 1936 
Feb, 21, 1938 
Feb. 21, 1936 
Jan. 20, 1936 
Jan. 23, 1936 
Feb. 20, 1938 

Mar. 19, 1936 
Apr. 6, 1936 
May 20, 1936 
Jun. 1, 1936 
Jun. 28, 1936, 
Aug. 13, 1998 
Mar. 1, 1987 
Nov. 11, 1937 
Jun. 1, 1937 
Jul. 10, 1937 
Yay 8, 1938 

Atbena Co., Ohio 
Fairbanks, Pa 
Newell, Ont. 
Ripley. Ohio 
Kalkaka, Mich. 
Chatham, Ont. 
~CIarkadale, Misr. 
Rnaeelvflle, Ohto 
%y CiW, Mich. 
Acton, Ont. 
Harlem, Ont 

P m a s l r r  36-217705 Dec. 28, 1935 May 5, 1931 Canton, Ohio 
35-208213 Jan. 26, 1936 Feb. 20, 1938 Fantteville, Tenn. 
86-217760  an. 10, isas MW 8 .  1936 Coshocton, ohlo 
i36-217744 Jan. 7, 1936 Mov. 16, 1936 Vienna, Ohio 
86408218 Jan. SO. 1986 Apr. 26. 1937 Wilbur. W. Va. 

NmwrUc B394006 Feb. 24, 1934 
Ba94020 Feb. 24 & 26 '34 

84-zooias ~ e b .  84. 1984 
34-200119 Feb. 22, 1934 

8 3 9 4 0 1  Fab. 24, 1934 
84-200090 Feb. 11, 1934 
8&800437 Feb. 1%. 1936 

I Apr. 27, lDa4  Dunkfrk, N. Y. 
Msy 20, 1934 Wlleon Co., Tenn. 

; Feb. 7, 1936 Norton, Va. 
I Jut. 29, 1936 Marathon, Ohio 
I Aug. 27, 1936 Swanton, Ohio 

OcL 16, 1936 CIitton 8pr. N. Y. 
i Feb. 4, 1937 PIeam. Unity, Pa. 



62 T m  MrounT 

Cowbirde are common tramienta fn the Mldeeippi Valley and 6 ' 
cnlarly. it appears to the writer, in the emtern Arkansas delta sectioe 
In late wlnter large flocks appear along highways, teeding w h m  rim ' 

been spilled from moving trucks. In past yeam large numbera have been 
banded at Mount Blvieu, Texas, by Dr. A. R. Shearer, end it waar netnml 
lhat Mr. C. M. Owens at Yonticello, Ark ahonId be our leading Cawbird 
imDper. Demting emalderable time to his trapgingrin fact, most of the 
daylight boura durlng a gerlod of slx weeks In 1937, he found his only limit "' 

waa hiu number of trap# which was remedied before the mfgrathg wave - 
waar over. In 1987 he band& 1,349 Cowbirds, in 193&43, A large num- 
ber of repeats were obtahed but it was immabIe to record a e m  due to 
the large number of birds handled in wch a ~hort  period. 

Cowblrda banded at Memphis were all caught at nnIgt in the Lakevlew. 
MI=. blackbird most aa follom: Mar. 22, 198619; Mar. 13 & 27, 1937-39. 
No regeata, returna or recoverim recorded. The bird8 banded were evidently 
all trmaients. No Cowbirde were reported for Pdaskl. At Nashville 13 have 
been banded ~ ince  Jan. 22, 1936. A iemale repeated the m e  day (Jan. 22) 
and the next day. An immature bird banded June 24 repeated 9 times from 1 

'3 
June 28 to July 8, incluaire. No return or recovery records. 

TABLE IV COWBIRD&DATES OF BANDING AT YONTICELLO, ARK. 

DA- AND PWLCES Of R E C & R I E S  ILS- 

36328528 Fsb. 11, l l 8 6  3an. 16, 1 ~ 7  Centerville. Tex. 
3'1-224022 Mar. 8. 1987 Mar. lb, 1927 A-P, Ten= 
37-188930 Feb. 10, IN7 Mar. tt, 1937 likeaton, Bbo. 
37-220012 Feb. 14 1987 MarAIar 28, 1937 Gotlld, Ark. 
37-224068 Mar. 9, 1987 Mar. 23, I l l  h u l d ,  Ark 
37-189484 Pbb. 85. 1987 Apr. 6, 1997 Baldwin, Ill. 
a7-18948a hb. 26, 1937 Avr. 27, 1037 Momence, 111. 
81-224 M4 Mar. 9, 1937 lldaP 9, 1937 Ottnm~a. Iowa 
8 ~ - 2 i o m  rn. 6,1937 May za, ID37 mmbo, ~ r k .  

87-Ufi9B6 Feb. 26. 111 Rep. 23, 1937 Savanna. Mo. 
(SEE IVb Now. 19, 1037 MonHce110) 
87-224087 W. 9 , l sS l  Nw. 1& 1M8 B U ~ P ~ U T ,  Ler. 
37-189762 Mar. 4. 1987 Dee. 1, 1931 mrpue CMeti, Terr. 
87-139453 n b .  t6 ,  la37 Dee. ID, 1981 orange, T a  
37-824081 Mar. 8.1987 Jnn. 7, X938 Lucw8Ine. La 
37-210236 ~h 2. 19al l a  18, 1938 Wlmer, Tet 
87-t39713 Mar. 2, 1987 Jan. 15, I938 Houeton, Ter. 
97-810295 Feb. 17. 1987 Jan. 24, U 3 8  Otey, Tex. 

IVb RETURNS AT MONTICEELO 
37-220110 Feb. 19, 1917 R m p p e B  NOT. X9, 1981 

IVc RECOVERIES OF BIRDS BANDED AT THE OTHER POI-NONB 

IVd RECOVERIES AT MID-SOUTH STATIONS OF OTHER BANDED COW- 
BIRDS-NONE 



RED-WINQS 

None banded except near Memphia and no repeat, return, or recovery 
records. With one exception all wre banded at Lakeview, Mise. A few 
juventlea were banded in the so-called 'highway bar-pit' while a H  others, 
juvenile and adults, were banded at or near the Iarge 'bar-pit' used as a 
roost. duvenllea handed in or juat off the neat numbered: 1933-2, 1934-24. 
1935-33, 1 9 3 6 1 0 .  Adults caught by hand in the roost at night numbered: 
1934-13, 193669, 1937-68. 

RUSTY BLACKBLRDB 

Monticello, Ark.-4 banded in 1937. No further records. Memphis- 
A11 banded at the Lakeview, Miss. roost: 1934-4, 193&-6. 1987-62. 

One recovery record aa follows (the band waa removed but no further 
debile available): 36225169 Mar. 13, 1937-Apr. 12, 1937, Lake City, Ark. 

Nashville and Pulaaki-None banded. 
MEMPHIS, Tn'xu., September, 1938. 

THE SEASON 

MEMPHIS AREA:--The Painted Buntinga seem to be holding thelr 
own, without any noticeable increase in the last two yeare. A pair svi- 
dently nested along the railroad in the next block from our yard as at 
intervals we could faintly hear the male aingfng. On July 14 this flam- 
ing bit of color appeared nearby and could be heard ~ inging all thru the 
day. H e  moved into our yard and on the 18th we discovered the reaeon 
for his continuons preaence when w e  saw the female feeding two young 
birde. They were 10 or 12 days old and encaped our efforts to catch and 
Itand them. Afbr the 19th we did not aee them.-Wallace noted Red- 
eyed Vireos feeding young in Overton Park on Jnls 9. On Bug. 16, he found 
a Blue-winged Warbler and a Black-throated Green WarbIer there. Walker 
and Welch found Hack and White Warblers and Parula Warblers com- 
mon in the Park thruout the Iaat half of July. On the Z2nd they listed 4 
of the former and 37 of the latter, including young.-The Municipal Air- 
port was practically devoid of bird life on July 17. ~ i n c e  the turf i a  kept 
closely cut. However, among the few Meadowlarka there the alim, trim 
lines of an Upland Plover were noted and aflorded aome of the Scouts their 
tirrt view of thIs spedee. A few were heard occaajonally, p a s i n g  over at 
night during late July and early Augu;gt.-An albino swallow in company 
with Rough-winged Swallows and thought to be one,of  them, was seen Aug. 
16, juat south o t  hkevfew, by Bob Shafier and Robt. Hunt. It had pure 
white w i n o ,  head, tail and upperparts and light pinkish-brown underparts. 
4 e v e r a l  trips were made in July In an unsuccessful hunt for Short- 
billed Marah Wrena and Gramhopper Sparrows in the open portione of 
the EnaIey-Darwin bottoma, southweat of town, and acrosr the state line 
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along the Lakeview Levee. The former i n  the traditional breeding ground 
of the Mfssisaippf Kite and on Ju ly  17, we saw one at cloae range, jurtt as 
w e  turned back from our search. One wren waa found near the  levee by 
WalIace on Aug. 19. but none on Sept. 6 and 26th. Two Cliit SwalIowar 
mere aeen there July 17 as well aa the  flrat of the Bank Swa1Iowa.-A 
aingle Coot and a L. Scaug were recorded July 7 at Lakeview; also Am. 
Xgret, 14. Due to the Mississippi River being slightly higher than uaual, 
the water level at Mud Lake remained unsuitable for herons o r  ahorebirda, 
while the 'bar-pita' inaIde the  levee dried up from lack of rain  locally. Arr 
a result, few trips were made and atill Iesn recorded. A trip acrosa the 
river into Arkanaas was made on Aug. 1 4  and in the 'bar-pita' along Hara- 
han vjaduct 25 Wood Ibis were noted with an B Q U ~  number of Am. Egrets 
and a lone Snowy Egret. A single Wood Ibis was seen there SepL 3. On 
the 11th we pushed on to Mound Clty Chute but saw Iittle b e s i d ~  about 
20 Little Blue Herons going to roost in the wlllows. Meanwbile, WaIlacs 
recorded 20 at Mud Lake on Aug. 19 the highest number for the perlo& 
On Segt. 6 we ranged the levee south to NorfoIk Landing near which large 
number ot shorebirds bordered two large 'pits' but cloaer examination dil- 
closed about 250 to be Killdeera with 2 Semi-palmated Sandpipers, and 16 
unidentiAed 'peeps' (Least, Semi-palmated. o r  Western Sandpipers). At  Mud 
Laks 16 Am. Egrets, 3 Little Bluea, and 5 Great Bluee were aeen. By Sept. 
25 conditions were more favorable and on that date Whitternore and Pond, 
et al, noted 19 Great Blues. 32 Little Blues (including 2 adults), 350 Am. 
Egrets, 95 Wood Ibiaes, 1 Black-bellied Plover, 6 Semi-paImated Plovers, 400 
Semi-palmated and 100 Leaat Sandpipers, one or more Western Sandpipers, 
15 Pectoral Sandpipers, 10  Blue-winged Teals, 2 Wood Ducka, 400 Tree. I6 
Bank, 1 or more Clii! and 60 Rough-winged Swallows. 1 Oeprey and I Duck 
F1~wk.-Wallace Iiated 20 Least Terns  and 8 Black Terns along Riverside 
Drive on Aug. 17, a few more than was seen Aug. 1 6 0 n  Segt. 29 three 
Broad-winged Hawks were seen over town just nor th  of the  bueinea~ dis- 
trict. Tbe same afternoon 14 were seen over the Southwestern campus 
by Walker and Welch.-BEX COFFEY, JB, Memphis. 

CORLNTH AREA:-On May 25, Elgin Wright and I found a Barn Swallow 
ncat in a dairy barn near town. The neat was typical to the  last detail 
and contained four young birds. According to the owner of the  place, who 
had been watching the swallows, the nest was formed of dirt and small bits 
ot cinders, rolled into pellets tha t  had been moistened by the Mrda at a 
small pool in the  barn lot. The nest was attached to  a rafter aome 8 feet 
from ground, and lined with feathers.-Two Green Herons neeted and 
reared three babies in June a t  Waukomis Lake. The little flock of Bve 
had worlds of fun playing in the button-wfllows and reeda. Sometimes 
they would all  fly down upon one another in a cloae huddle on the ground, 
erridently a brief family pow-wow.-I found a female Towhee at Pickwick 
Dam, July 7. Young blrda were near, as I could hear their chirpe but 
could not see them in the thick underbruah. The mother bird was excited 
when 1 was near. A Hooded Warbler appeared at the same spot where I 
saw the Towhe-ix Immature Little Blue Herons appeared at Waukomis 
July 28. I got very close to them and easily diatinguishea them from pos- 



sible Snowy Egret. The birda were pure white with olive legs and feet. 
The Egrets have blackish legs, yellow feet and yellow bill. Amateur bird 
s ~ c d e n t s  sometimes lump all the big snowy birds into one claas and call 
them white cranes--a carelesa misnomer.---One evening at dark, about 
tht dret of August, I heard a strange Bong in fleld near roadside. All the 
adjectives I know would not adequately describe ita melody. I went back 
each evening and heard the song repeated, each time from the same apot. 
It was too dark to see. At l a ~ t  I got there early enough to find and identify 
the bird. It turned out to be, greatly ' to my aurgrise, a Field Sparrow. 
I know the Field Sparrow's song well, aa I have heard i t  a thousand Urnel; 
but never before had I beard the particular combination of notes. There 
were four or five grown birds and a dozen young ones in the grass. Check- 
ing up on the aubject. I have found t h a t  nometimes an individual FfeId 
Sparrow will havs a wide repertoire.-BENJ. R. WAURIAE~, Corinth. 

NASHVILLE AREA:-A summer of normal and we11 dlatribnted rain- 
fa11 produced an abundant food enpply for the birds and more than the 
average number of young were brought forth aa a reault. We are aggar- 
ently entering a cycle of wet years, having just pasled thru a seriea of dry 
ones, and a general incream in birdlife will probably reeult. Insect life wan 
and a general increase in birdlife will probably reault. Insect life waa 
not.iceably abundsnt the past eummer but there were birds enough to 
keep it in c h e c k . 4 h o r e b i r d a  have been unueually ncarce this tall, be- 
lieved to be due to sufficient rainfall in the Northweat to flll the prairie 
aloughs and making it  unnecessary for the waders to move aonthward.- 
Grackles, StarIings, Robins, etc., have been roosting along the city streeta, 
in the maples, in their usual large numbere. They come in from the coun- 
try before sundown, having learned that they are less apt to be shot at in the 
city. People who live near them. however, complain bitterly about being 
awakened too early by their nofae. Swiita, too, have been preaent in great 
numbers and many thoaaanda have been banded by Iocal bird handem- 
Mr. and Mrs. B. 8. Abernathy have raised a flock ot Bob-whitea. hatchhg 
a neatful of abandoned eggs under a bantam, The birda, now about grown, 
range the neighborhood but still come home to be fed and will eat from 
rheir hands.-Mr. H. 0. Todd, of Mnrtree&oro, reporta the taking ot a 
Pigeon Hawk there the laat week in September and he pregared the ageci- 
men for hi8 collection; we have very few  record^ for thie transient visitor. 
-The Golden Eagle which has been kept at a filling atation near Mur- 
freesboro, and retained by Borne legal proceas. was released from its cage 
recently by an intererrted citizen.-A pdr ot Bald Eagles are again re- 
ported to be making headquarters a t  Indian Lake near Henderaonvi1le.- 
Two nests of the Barn Bwallow were found by Mrn. Easkey on June 25, 
In a amall cuIvert under a road in Warner Park. One nest held young 
just hatched and the other had just been completed. There waa a toot 
of water in the culvert. With one exception (Migrant .  IV, P. 22) all nmtn 
greviou~ly found here have been in barne.-Hundreda ot PurpIe ~ a r t i n a  
formerly n e ~ t e d  about the cornices of the old Fayetteville courthouse be- 
tore it  burned. In its reconatructon, no movfaion wart made for the 
Martins and 80 thk picturesque and animated feature has been lost to the 
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sguare. At nearby Wartrace, a ieature ot the town is the large WrtItl 
hot~se a t   it^ center, In the railway depot  ground^.-A. F. GIN= Naah~ille. 

CLARKSVILLE BREA:--Durlng the laat Quarter our list of birds oc- 
curring in Montgomery County has been increased by two epeciea and now 
stande at 196. The additions are: Double-crested Cormorant, one obsemed 
on the Cumberland River near Palmyra on May 28 and an immature bird 
shown to u s  Sept. 29 after it had been killed on Dunbar's Cave lake; and 
Caspian Tern, one seen aa it flew over town on Sept. 10,-white bird of 
large aize with black wing-tips and moderately notched tail.-& the 
fledgling Purple Martins were leavfng the neats, about the mlddle of July, 
they were seen lata in the day lined up on the ridge of a bungalow roof 
that eeemed to nerve them tor walking exercises. A few birda would come 
down the slope and then haeten back to their glace In the Iine whereupon 
others would follow their e~amgles. After a few evenings of thIs they all 
joined the roost of their elders on the telephone wires.-Dr. Pickering 
was given a young Martin that had fallen out of the n e ~ t  in a colony h 
another part of town. The youngeter was raised by feeding him tor about 
a week on hamburger meat, giving him water and providing exercise by 
setting him on the clotheelfne. When the bIrd flnalIy took to his wing6 
he waa immediately met and apparently alao fed, by one of the old bird6 
from Dr. Pickering's flock.-Hummingbirds attracted our attention & thay 
were gleaning insecte from the branchea and twiga of a dead honey locust. 
We aIso saw a number of theae dauntleaa mites one rainy day fly about 
during hard rhower~ that had driven all other birda to shelter. This wal 
whiIe the trumpet vines were in bloom and young probably bad to be fed. 
--Strange behavior was noticed in a Great Blue Heron In that we found 
him several hundred yarda away from water although there were suitable 
ponds in the neighborhood. Neither did he go there after we fluahed him,- 
instead we found him fn the ehade of a tree row at the opening of the lane 
that leada to the farm we had viaited. About the middle of Augu~t Clitt 
Swallows were seen many milea inland from their nesting sites on the 
CumberIand River.-Aug. 27 the first nightly migration of Warblers wm 
beard, however a stray Magnolia Warbler had already been found a month 
earlier. Oven-birds and Blackburnian Warblera seem more abundant thin 
fall than in other year%-One of our members was fortunate in seeing a 
Nighthawk flight on Sept. 1 In which probably 300 bird@ took part. They 
came at dusk from the northwest and flew rather low and In straight linm, 
but were wtdely separated. While there wae only few oi them in sight a t  
any one time, there seemed to be no end to the procession and it made a 
spectacle that would thrill any bird-student. On the same day, another 
member reported a group of 40 Nighthawk+An even stranger happen- 
ing, probably, waa an enormoua gathering of Chimney Swifts observed by 
nr. Pickering on July 19 .  Not riakfng an eatimate of their number he 
Etatea that the sky wae black with them ae he watched them mill around 
for about 15 minutes and that he has never seen a similar masar of Swifta. 
They did not concentrate at their rooat8 here until about Sept. 1, six weeks 
later.-Amwm Cmsca, Clarksvf Ile. 



KNOXVILLE AREA:-There are a few I t m s  of interest which arhould 
be mentioned in the Bummer notes from thia area. Black Terne were more 
plentiful on Norria Laka than any other water-blrds it obaervationn from 
three areae are indicative. Theae localities were: Doak'm Creek Landing, 
the junction of the Powell and Clinch Rivers, and at the Andereonvllla boat 
dock. The Little Blue, Great Blue and Green Heron and in addition, one 
Herring Qull, were the other water-birda seen on Norrfa U k e  since mid- 
June.-Laka Andrew Jackmn, s rmall lake about twerve miles weat of Knox- 
ville waa the only other locality that yielded anything of interemt. On July 
24, Charlem Balrd, Mra. Walker, and I Bpent Borne 30 to 40 minutear chasing 
a duck in and out of the willow thickets and marsh grasse~ at one end of 
the lake; Finally it took off in 'Coot-isshlon' and dew to another patch OF, 
WIIIOWE. On Aug. 7 we found the duck again but thia time it was molting 
and could not tly. From its size, color, greeni~h bill, and red legs we deci- 
ded it was a Red-legged Black Duck.-The Pled-billed Greba and Lmnt Bittern 
were found on Ju ly  24 and the Least Bittern again on the 30th. A Black 
Tern was prarlent a t  the lake on July 30. The Green Herons were laat seen 
on Aug. 13. Shorebirds were rare or else late in arriving becauae only the 
Spotted Bandpiper was reported thia summer.--Hawkrr were very rare. In 
fact two paire of Sparrow  hawk^ were the only onea seen during the sum- 
mer. A young Sparrow Hawk walr caught in Science Hall, University of Ten- 
nesaw campus on J u n e  10 and another brood waa learning to fly on Aug. 
26. These hawks have nebt6d In Science Hal1 tower for the part tour years. 
--WM. W~LEEB. Knoxville., 

JOHNSON CITY AREA:-The breeding aeason wail very late gettlng 
under way this nprlng. The Robins dld not arrive until Jan. 20 while In the 
winter of 1936-1937 they arrtved during Cbrlatrnaa week in Iargs numberm, 
harbingere of the beautifully mild January of 1937 which waar to follow. I 
am convinced that iq addition to a homing and directional inatinct the birde 
can sense the nature of the weather and temperature of the approaching 
weeks, and govern their migration In accordance therewith. Breeding was 
abundant in ths latter part of the season,-young Robina were being fed 
on my lawn aa late ae Bug. 8 and at the same time the Song Sparrowa were 
were a l ~ o  feeding ne8tlingar.-The Prairie Horned Lark wae oblerved in Shady 
Valley, Johnson County, on June flret. I had spent the day in the ValIey 
wlth my colleague, Robert 8. Lyle, and wae turning homeward about four 
o'clock, traveling on a byroad, when we fluahed a flne sgecimen. We stopgad 
at once and by the ald of our flefd glassea soon located the bird which, 
being very accommodating, gave us  abundant opportunity to observe and 
utudy hie markings. Thia apeciea breeds regularly, tho sparingly, In thls 
are&, having been found from the lower portron of the Transition zone at 
1600 feet elevation to the Canadian zone on Little Roan Mountain at an 
elevation of 6300 feet. During the winter it occur# in large fiocka, ma many 
aa 100 blrda hadng been obeerved in one day. Occaeionallg the more severe 
winter weather bringr us  the northern race.-The beautiful and rare Wil- 
~on'a Warbler was obrerved on Roane Creek in Johnaon County, May 7. 
The patch- of lowland along the creek supply the conditlone that it loveo, 
At the pdnt of obsemtion the altitude was 2500 feat. Thi8 beautiful warb- 
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ler mfght well have been called the 'Black-capped Warbler.' A8 much an 
one might wish to laud the name of Wflaon, It alwaya seema to the writer 
that namea deacripUve of the bird Iteelf are much to be preferred.-BEU~ 
P. T Y L ~ ,  Johnaon City. 

THE ROUND TABLE 

LAUGHING GULL AT RF,ELFOOT LAKE:-An immature L~nghing Gull 
( L 1 1 w  atP(cirlu) was callected at Reelfoot Lake on Augu~t 9. 1938, and i~ the 
firat record of thla epecies In Went Tennessee and the third tor the ntata 
It was observed swimming in the stump-dotted area eaat of Upper Blue Baeia, 
at the northen end ot the lake. A clme approach waa possible, but a siiht 
reeord of this accidental  specie^ was felt to be in~ufilcient and it was -1- 
lected by the writer.-The haughing GulI in thla plumage i s  ashy-gray above. 
with a white rump and clear nnderpartn. The white tipm of the dark prlm- 
ariea and secondsrim form a prominent border on the hind edge of the wing 
-a good field cbarrctsristlc. A narrow white line terminat- the broad 
black band or the tail. The meaeurements of the apacimen, a female of 
this year, are slightly less than the typical meanurementu aa glvmi in Ckap- 
man'a "Handbook of Birds". The identffication WM verified by Ilr. Alex- 
ander Wetmore. of the U. 8. NatlonaI Muaeum. The arpacimen IE now In 
poarrerslon of the writer. - A eingle bird ot thln apecia wu collected irom 
a flock of six near Knoxville, Sept. 18, 193% (Tb Migrant, 1933, pp. 8-9 and 
p. 47). A dngle bird (with head black) was taken about 1916 on the French 
Broad River near Del Rio (The Migrant. 1986, p. 60f.-TEOMA~ W. &mom, 
Reelioot Lake Biological Station. 

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER AT MUD LAKE:-On Begt. 26. 1938. the 
writer spent the Iate afternoon obserang the variety of waterbirds which 
had been attracted to Mud Lake-a vem shallow body of water $4 mile long 
s!tuat& on the Term.-Misa, state line south of Memphfa. The ahorebirda 
were given the moat attention and the number observed was approximately 
650, moat of which wera 'peepa'. However, one large #borebird was flushed 
nnd observed as it flew along the margin ot the lake. While in flight the 
bird oontlnually gave a two-rrylIabled. more or lase plalntlve whiatle. Evf- 
dently it was quite shy as I t  remafned in flfght several minutea, flnalIy landing 
on the north side of the Iake. By gradually movlng clo~er thru knee-deep 
water and mud the writer was finally able to approach to within 60 feet 
of the bird before it flushed again. It waa aligbtly larger and artockier than 
the nearby Killdeers. Its biIl was stnut, typically plover-like, snd it8 gen- 
eral appearance waa uniformly grayish. No dl8tinctIve markings were made 
out in the llmfted time in which the writer had to make hla obeewationar 
until the bird flew; then black patchea showed up promfnentIy on the under 
~urfaces ot the wings and arlllars. Xdenti5catfons abl a Black-bllied Plover 



w m  made on the bmia of its slm, plover-Ilk appearance, and black dl- 
lary teathere under the wing whioh according to Peterson are determinative 
In any phlmage.-WE?t~EI& L. Wmmrwom. Univemlty ot Tennmme Y e d i d  
-004 Memphk 

E D ~ E ' s  NOTE: Thh Is the flnt r m r d  for the Memphis area. 

EARLY MARBR HAWK RECORD:-Although there are early Saptern- 
bet recordar of the Mareb Hawk I was snrgrised to m a hawk oi this apedes, 
Sevt 6, just emt of Brownsvllle, while drlvlng from Mempbia to Nashville. 
It was circling at a low elevation directly over the hlghway and I aaw It 
clearly in the brlght sunlight, checking the rump patch. b r d  W1 bare, 
general sIxe and shape, to my tull eatlafaction, arr the car hvel led toward8 
the blrd.--HaR~sr C. MONK, Nashville. 

NOTE8 FROM PARIS:-Laat wlnter the Wte-throated Sparmw~ and 
the Blate-colored Juncos apmared otten in U& and were oar moat corn- 
moa winter birb.  Oecaslonally a Hermit Thrush waa seen In a Ueen wood, 
and perhapa the small but pert Winter Wren. The Golden-crowned King- 
lets preferred a wdar wood. Later the Chipping Sgsrrow appeared on our 
lawn followed b other sparrows. And % May large flocks of Golddnchem 
were seen about town wblle Cedar Waxlags seemed partial to the pIant1nga 
at a local cemetry. A Black and White Warbler creeping up a tree trunk 
on the fawn, proved an intereating e1ghL---ather common anmmer raai- 
dents than those listed elsewhere are: Bronzed Grackle, Indigo Bunting, 
Maryland Yellow-throat, Brown ThrasRer, W d  Thrush, Meadowlark, Pur- 
ple Marth, Tufted Titmouse, Flicker, Bob-white, Mourning Dove, Wood 
Pew-.-American Egrets were seen at Sulphur Well t h i ~  summer. -PAUL 
CaorswP, Parlar. 

NOT= FROM MURF'RBDSBORO:4n August 1, aiter two or thme 
daya of rain, about fifty Black Terns appeared on a swollen branch about 
tour or flve milea east o! Bdnrfressboro. A apecimw wrur taken and the 
~klr Is now in the pomesdon of Mr. H. 0. Todd, Jr.-Upland Plovers h8ve 
been 8een and heard flying over since July 13.-A late Maumhg Dove nest 
with Young birds in it waa found on August 88. We estimated that they would 
b~ able to leave the nest not aooner than a week or ten dayn later.-Cfmms 
DAVI~,  Murfreeabro. 

SUMMER BIRD-LIFE OF A MT. PLEASANT FARM: - Obemtions 
made thls 8ummer have been leee than usual but I will, however, try lo 
make Borne e8timate o! the more common breeding birda on mr farm of 
200  acre^. It IB bounded on one ride by the Eaat fork of Bigby Creek. 
and there la about 26 acres of bottom land next to the creek, which is 
bordered with timber. I have one field oC about I6 acre8 in whlch are 
scattered about MI old trees, many with dead tope. The r a t  of the farm 
Is slightly roiling, and divided into fields ot from 6 to 26 acraa, dth treee 
or bushes growing in practically all of the fenm rows, a8 I do not keep 
my fence row8 clean. There i~ a small stream which bisecta the farm. 
and which Is bordered with young timber, from 20 to 40 teet hlgh. Ctoee 



by thk stream L a ~ n d  ot about a haIt acre where grow a few oat-- 
In which s few pairs of Red-wings nest every year. About 80 - of 
row trope are grown each year, about 26 acres ot small grain, and I naualb 
nave about 76 to 85 acres of lespedeza or grasa, the balance belng In thicketa 
and timber bordering the little atream and fencss. I think the commonent 
breedlng birda would be about aa toIlows: Robin, Medwla rk ,  Blue Jay, 
Brown Thraahrr, Cardinal, Catbird, Carolina Wren, Bewick's Wren. Mourn- 
ing Dove, Indigo Bunting. There are a number of other bird8. including 
Bob-whites, [have seen 4 young coveys recently), Chickadees, Tufted Tit- 
mice, one pair each of Sparrow Hawks and Barn Ow10. Screech Owla. Red- 
winga, Bronzed Cracklea, Starllnga (a few pair@ in the old trees), Downy, 
Kalry, Red-headed and Bed-bellied Woodpeckera, Flickem, Whjts-eyJ and 
Red-eyed Vireos, Maryland Yellow-throaM, Yellow Warbler#, etc.. that ere 
present on the place in summer. moat or all at which I tee1 aure bred 
here. Some of these map be mmewhat commoner t h  morns of the ten 
mentioned above. There seem to be very few sparrow@ ot any kind on 
the farm in summer, except, of course, the "English," which I did not in- 
clude in my Iist. Grackles do not seem to breed here the last few yeare, 
although large flocks of them appear towards the end ot summer, and thln 
applierr aleo to Starllnga and Red-wings. I am only mentioning blrds wbicb 
I see on my farm. If yon would take Chla whole vicinity, the Grackles, Red- 
wings and Starling8 would probably be quite high in the ibt. I believe the 
liat aa a whole would be typical of the farmhg country between Mt. Pleas- 
ant and CoIumbfa. 

I think we bad more Doves this year, up to about July 1, than we have 
had for many yeam, but they seem lo have dhappkmd aome tlme between 
July and Sept. 1, a8 the shooting has been very poor. Nearly every farmer 
amund here now plants lwgedezlr with his wheat. After the wheat is cut, 
this forms a very denre cover, and the Vovea, according ta my theory, no 
longer feed in the wheat stubble as they used to when the wbeat wan fol- 
lowed by crab gram and ioxtall, but bunt some glace where they can got 
to the ground to teed.-DAH R. GRAY, Mt, Plerraant. 

SOME UWUSUALLY LARUE BROODS; SCARCITY OF LATE NESTS: 
-My bandfag remrda of neatlings this year &cell paet fleasons In numbers 
of apparently successful Inrge broods. Francla Lawrence, Arthur McMur- 
ray, and William Simpaon assisted in locating and banding aome of there 
broods on the following dates: April 22, 4 Cardinal fleldging~l ready to leave; 
April 23, in neat box at Warner Park, brood of 7 Blueblrda: April 23, a 
Robin with 6 nertllnga; Aprll 30, r Bewlck's Wren with 1 fledgllnp ready 
to leave their neat in a drain pipe on n terrace a t  Warner Park; May 4 and 
May 17, Mocklngblrds wi th  5 nestlings each; April 26, M a y  14 and May 18, 
Brown Thrashers with 5  nestling^ oacb. The Agril 26th group nwted at 
the home banding station and all remained here tor at Imst a month,-the 
entire group of Ave golng Into the banding traps repeatedly until the last 
of May. A resident palr ot Mockfngblrda (color banded) had tour sneceea- 
tul nerrtn built within an are& of 9 by 36 yarda. Two fledglinge left i t t h e  ilrat 
neat April 21, four from the second nest on May 22, three left the third nest 
June 25. and four left the fourth nest by July 30.-Thla year there were no 



Auguat or Beptember nests- In the garden and only a few were obilerved 
elaewhere. In August one Bluebird, one Catbird, and one Dove nelt were 
seen. Poasibly the abundant rainfall and lnxuriant vegetation waa conduc- 
ive to a succeesful normal breeding period with no urge for late attemgta- 
AMELIA 11. b8E3!Xl NF~Bhville. 

NOTES FROM KNOXVILLE:-Early in March great flocks of Robins, 
hundrede In numbera, appeared a t  my place on the top of a ridge seven 
miIes north of Knoxville. They remained In the neighborhood tor several 
Jags, running over the lawn and garden during the day, rooeting in the 
wmds nearby at night. These, X suppose, were Northern Robina returnfn~ 
from the South. We have Southern Roblns with urn the year around. How- 
ever, i t  is impoa~ible to diatlnguiah theae two races in the mid.-About 
the aame time that the Robina came, Phoebes began to be vocal. A few of 
~heae flycatchere often winter In thfe reglon. Leas often 18 thin ale0 trne 
of Brown Thrasherr which were in evidence early in April.-Both the Slrte- 
colored Junco and White-throated Sparrow were unusually abundant at 
my glaca during the paat winter. By April 16 the Juncos had left while 
the White-tbroata Hngered until May 12. I harie, on one occaalon, thought 
I heard the aong of the latter here in June. Every ysar 1 hope that they 
may nest here but their habit la to be abundant one day and suddenly vanish 
during the night. That blrda do change their habitat ia atteatad by the 
well-eatabliarhed fact that Robins did not nest in the Knoxville area fifty 
rears ago but are now common.-Before the Junco8 and White-throats left, 
numbers of Chipping Sparrowe had appeared. Theae were U B U P ~ U ~ H ~  nbunu 
dant thh  year, beginning ta leave by Aug. 31. 

Other birde that were especially numerous during the pant seaaon 
ware Summer Tanagers and Carolina Wrena. Hairy and Downy Wood- 
peckera and Flickera or 'Golden-winged Woodpeckera' have been plentl- 
iul. Fewer in numbera were Chimney Swifta, Catbirds, and warblers of all 
mrte. A bird that ordlnarlly neata just outaide my windows every year, 
the Whits-eyed Vireo, waa absent thia year. Two Bob-whites appeared at 
my feeding station tor the flrst tlme during t h t ~  Bummer and Bluebirds 
have eaten there every day.-The most nnnaud vlaitor Waf3 a Pilefated Wood- 
packer, not to the feeding atation but to a pokeberry buah left growing for 
the benedt of the birds, in a flower border about twenty feet away from the 
house. The Red-headed Woodpecker la never seen on my place although 
i t  ia extremely numerous in a vi!lage about a mile away.-Among the larger 
birda. C r o m  and Hawks of all kinds were noticeably fewer in numbers 
throughout thl8 region than they were five years ago.-L~m -N, 

Knox~ille. 

CLARKSV1LLE:-Meetinga are scheduled for Oct. 11, 25;  Nov. 8, 22; and 
Dec. 6, 20. The mid-winter bird census of the chapter will be made on Sun- 
day, December 18. Alfred Clebach, 838 Gracey, l a  secretary. 

MEMPHIS:-The Fall Field Day will be held Oet. 30, and, for  the third 
year, in the Shelby Forest. Bi-weekly meetings a t  the Pink Palace Museum 
wi1I renume shortly. Mrs. T. I. Klyce, Raleigh, Tenn., is secretary. 
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W e  wknt to thank our contributorrr for the promptness In which mo8t 
mgy wna sent In for publication in this lasue and hope that the good pmUm 
wIll continue dsspite the present delay in the flniahed product. We regret 
the lateneea of ireue and hope to do much better with the December number. 
Oar copy b k e t  la graetlcally empty 80 please aend in material now and all 
seasonal n o t a  by December 6. The eooner the better 4a after the ioclrs 
ot Chimney S w i l b  leave here (about October 20) we plan to start work on 
the next inme In order to have It out of the way before tfme tor Xmaa 
Cenaua lilts. 

Spare time work can easily be diarugted by illnee8 or other anavofdabIe 
 cause^ and in addition we were hced wlth the choice of seriousIy curtall- 
ing our local Chimney Swift banding or further delay. We felt the band- 
ing was more important this season than ever before due to the record- 
breaking banding being done at Nmhvllle, Clarkarville, and below us, at 
Haton Rouge, La. We hope to have some intereartlng information to paam 
on later.-We are greatly indebted bo Mr. Gmler tor handling all work 
(Including printing contacts) done in aonnection wlth the ~ I c t u r e ~  whioh 
appear herein. In addition to relieving ue ot that much additional work. 
we feel that he was much better qualified to tmk after tb t  feature. 

In the June iasue we omitted, thru a typographical oversight. the list- 
ing of our good friend, Prof. George Davlpl, as a director in the T. 0. 5. from 
the Murfreesboro Chapter. This chapter, organized in 1935, ia composed of 
some of our most interested and capable membera. We are aleo glad to list 
Mr. Alfred E. Claggett of Wales as a director from the Blue Qrms Chapter. 
A meeting of the Board of Directors of the T. 0. S. has been caIled tor OEt. 
16 at Warner Park, Nashville, in connection wlth tbe Fall Field Day of the 
Wdbville Chapter. 
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