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um ARE arms so MM-IED? 

By U. S. Vaughn 

"Uh8tT8 in a name?" Apparent- 
ly very little when i t  comes to 
birds. N&eze in nature has so 
g t w t  an bjustlee been done to  
the wtb of rhe Creator, as i n  
aembg birds. With trees and 
flowers, moat of their names seem 
to -re nearly describe or su i t  
the object for which St stands. 
For instance, consider the names 
swh as Oak, BIm, Maple, and 
Beech, how artistic are such 
a m @  as Weeping W i l l o w ,  Silver 
Birch, Green Bay and Live Oak. 
Xlwy seem t o  sati~fy you. So, 
have the fl-rs been named with 
such as Lily, Rose ,  Iris, and 
Marciaeus. These nmes roll off 
of the t m g w  fa perfect music, 
while those equally beautiful, 
and far mote vivacious creatures, 
the birds, have in many cases 
been designated by names that 
mean nothing. Mot being content 
with this, they have even gone so 
Par a8 to give 8- birds as many 
aa two or three names, while the 
poor flicker can boast of as many 
aa 124. 

The f ollawing incomplete 
list will  demonstrate bow t h e  
birds have derived their  names 
f m m  some part of their external 
matmy. While many of these 
rumme are useful. in Identifying 
the bird, others ate misnomers, 
and rather confusing. To illus- 
trate this  point I w i l l  attempt 
to  give a- of the various heads, 
as -11 as a feu examples under 
aacb head ta illustrate the 
point. 

The predominant color: 
White---Snowg Egret, Snow Goose, 
Snowy Uwl, White Heron, tlhf t e  
Xbls, Wbite Pelican. 
Purple---Purple Finch, Purple 
Gallinule, furpl e Mart in. 
crag---Gray Flycatcher, Gray Jay, 
Gray mugbird , Slate-colored 
Junco. 

Blue---Bluebird, Blue Heron, 
Blue Jay, Irtdfgo Bunting. 
Green---Green Heron, Green Jay, 
Green Warbler, Olivaceous Fly- 
catcher . 
Yellow--- .Yellow Rail, Yellow 
Warbler, Coldfinch, Golden Plover. 
Red---Cardinal, Redstart, ScsrLat 
f b i s  , Scarlet Tanager, 
Vennillion Flycatcher. 
Brown---Brown Crane, Brown Creeper, 
B r m  Pelican, Brown Thrasher. 
Black---Blackbird, Black Skimmer, 
B l a c k  Swift, Black Vulture. 
Thoae of more than m e  color: 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchex, Vfolet- 
green Swallow, Yellow-green 
Vf reo . 
Spotted* Spatted O w l ,  Spotted 
Sandpiper. 
Vatiagated: Barred Ovl, Painted 
Buntiag, Painted Redstart, Varied 
Thrush. 
Color of Back: Olive-backed Thrush, 
white-rumped Shrike, Russet- 
backed Thrush. 
Color of B i l l  Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
Y e l l m o o e d  Abatross, Red-bslled 
Pigeon. 
Color of Bead : Bald Eagle, White- 
crowned Sparrw, White-faced 
Ibis, Blue-headed Vireo, Golden- 
crowned Kinglet. 
General : Bridled Tarn, Hwded 
Warbler, Pileated Woodpecker. 
Color of throat, chin, aad neck: 
Whi te-necked Raven, White- 
thtoated Sparrow. Ash-throated 
Flycatcher, Yellow-throated Vireo, 
Ruby-throated B d n g b l r d .  
Color of under parte : W t e -  
breasted Nuthatch, Sulphur- 
b e l l i e d  Flycatcher, Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker, Olive-sided 
Flycatcher, erc. 
Color of wing: White-winged Dove, 
Blue-winged Teal, Goldea-vinged 
Warbler, Red-winged Blackbird. 
General characteristics: Broad- 
billed Hudngbird , Ctosabil1,  
Curved-billed Thrasher, Long- 
bill Marsh Wren, Large-billed 
Sparrow. 
Taf 1 : Boat- tailed Grackle, Long- 
t a i l  Chat, Scissor-teiled 
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WHY BIRDS SO NAMED? 
(cwtdl 

Flycatcher, Swallow-tailed Kite. 
Wing: Broad-Wing Hawk, Rough 
Wsqed Suallow. 
Hama of places where usually 
fwd: Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, 
Cactue Men, Chimney Swift, 
Cowbird, Field Sparrow, Swamp 
Sparrow, Marsh Wren, bfeleadow Lark. 
Place &ere first discovered: 
Kentucky Warbler, Nashville 
Warbler, Tennessee Itarb ler , 
Philadelphia Vireo. 
Size: Dwarf Screech Owl, Great 
Auk, Great-horned O w l ,  Least 
Bfttera, Least Flycatcher, Least 
Vireo, Pigmy Owl ,  Greater 
Yellovlege . 
Named from their focd: Duck Hawk, 
Fleh Hawk, Gnatcatcher, Sparrow 
Hawk, Ilicebird, Worm-eating 
Warbler. 
And.nou comes the names of rhase 
birds which are named for persons 
who f iret  discovered them, or in 
honor of some peraon who has no 
perewial acquaintance w i t h  the 
bird in question, 

The following axe a few of 
the persons and their namesake: 
Allen's H d d g b i r d ,  named for 
Chas. A. Allen, who f f  rst dis- 
covered the bird i n  California: 
Audubon's Warbler, was d i s -  
covered by Mr. Townsend who 
named the bird in honor of 
Audubon ; Bachman ' s Idarb le r - 
thia species was discovered in 
1833 near Charleston, S .  C. by 
Dr, Bachman for whom i t  was 
named, Bendire's Thrasher- 
named in honor of Bendtre the 
discoverer, Coopers Hawk - so 
named in honor of I d i l l i a m  
Cooper of N. Y , ,  Harris Hawk - 
Audubon named this bird in honor 
of h i s  friend Edward Harris, 
Ross' Snow Goose - Specimens 
first obtained by Robert 
Kwnicott and Bernard R. Ross of 
the Hudson Bay Co. and presented 
t o  the Smfthsonian Inst i tute ,  
Say's Pewee - dedicated t o  

Say, Virginia's Warbler - 

First discovered by Dr. W. U. 
Anderson and Professor Baird 
dedicated the bird  to the wife 
of the discoverer, Woodhouse' s 
Jay - named i n  honor of Dr. 
!Joodhouse who f iret  discovered 
the bird in San Francisco 
Hountains, N. Mex. And so it goes 
on adinf in i tm,  

FIFTEENTH ANIVERSARY FIELD DAY 

To celebrate this auspf cious 
occasion, a t r ip  of more than 
ordinary interest was planned and 
carried out on Sunday, October 
19, 1930. Meeting at  the usual 
Five Points rendezvous at 8 A.  M., 
our mtorcade steered its course, 
some thirty-three milee  north, 
to  the point  where Red River 
croaaes the Louisville P ike ,  
Enroute a stop was made a t  Issac 
Walton ' 8  tavern near Coodletsvf l l q  , 
erected more than 130 years ago 
and now used as a farmhouse. It 
was here that Alexander Wilson, 
father of American Ornithology, 
spent t h e  time between April 23 
and 26,  1810 and near here he 
discovered the f irst Tennessee 
Warbler and,  here or a t  Nashville, 
that he found the first 
Nashville Warbler. He also found 
Carolina Paroquets nearby, in 
flocks. 

A t  Red River, "Cheeks Stand ," 
an o l d  log tavern, built in 1800, 
still stands w e l l  preserved. 
1Jilson chronicles how he stopped 
here, conversed w i t h  the keeper 
and with him entered a cave near- 
by where rumor had it, the keeper 
secreted bodies of travelers whom 
he had murdered and robbed. The 
cave, very ~fcturesquely situated 
in the face of a nearby c l i f f ,  was 
visited by the group of thirty-seven 
who made the t r i p .  

History over w i t h ,  the party 
repaired t o  t h e  Red River Bridge 
making headquarters there and 
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p m s d ' t o  list- the birds of 
the vtcinity. A t  me-thirty, 
tba dear chill October day had 
&etted appetites for an excel- 
d i m r ,  c m k i  an several O P ~  
fim under the qcamotes on t h e  
I- ,b.ak. m m t t e e  eo 
t, A bevimg bean given the Be- 
served wte of thanks, the gtaup 
4.iP di-rrred through open 
fielde t o  resrns the days 
ceruua. Wmn a11 notes were 
-*sd at f a r  o*cioek, the 
hmlr of departum, i t  was fad 
that .forty£ ive specfee had been 
listed, aa followsr: 
Kildaer 43,  Dwe 2 ,  Turkey 
Vulture 25, ~laek Vulture 35, 
Marah &wk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 1, 
%in@ird 1, Hairy Woodpecker 3,  
m y  Woodpeckat 2 ;  Pileated 
-packer 1, Rcd-bellied W w d -  
pakar 3, Flicker 6, Phoebe 2, 
Prairie Horned Lark 5 ;  Jay 20, 
C m  200, Sterling 6 ,  Meadow 
Lark 20, B r m e d  Graekle,UO, 
thldf%nch 8, Savannah Spparrov 4, 
a te - throa ted  Sparrow 35, 
Chipping Sparrow 7 Field 
Sparrw 6, Song Sparrov 4, Junco 
5, Tcwbee 2, Cardinal 5 ,  Vast- 
whg 12, Tennessee Warbler 6, 
*tb Warbler 35, Black- 
throated-green IJarbler 1, Palm 
Warbler 1, Oven-bird 3 ,  &king- 
bPrd 2, Carolha Wren 4,Brow 
Creeper 1, White-brearreed Nut- 
batcb 1, Titmouse 3, Carolina 
Wckadee 10, Ruby-crmed 
w g h t  2, Galden-crowned 

4, Robin 3, Blukblrd 8, 
Rather a poor list, due t o  the 
h d ~  cold day and short t h e .  

An illuetrated cartographic 
eouvmir of the tr ip had been 
Prepnred by the Prerident and 
since it contains additional in- 
f o m t i w r ,  a copy is included i n  
thin iraw of 9 FU~rraat. 

WINTER RESIDENTS 
By W, PI. Walker 

Any person who p h  to  Pake 
a more or lese continuous atudy 
of btrd life will find that the 
work will fa l l  tnto  four general 
groups: namely: sumer reaidente, 
spring md fa l l  mfgrmta, and 
winter residents. A t  the presmt 
sewon it is only natural that we 
turn wr attention t o  the Iaat 
m n t i a e d  group. 

A preliminary inrpeerioa of 
tb subject show that wm may 
classify the birds which teeah 
wtth ua during che colder noatha, 
either as permanent reeldenta, 
for example, thecardinal, the 
Crw, and others, or aa orinter 
resident8 in the strict reme of 
the term since ~ u c h  birds migrate 
fram the north and remain here 
only during the winter seeeon. 
Of the bfrds bel-ng t o  thle 
group we mL$t mention the Junco, 
the Myrtle Warbler and the S a g  
Sparrow, and as an erratic example 
of this group, the Cedar Waxwing. 
fi .0 taost of  the ducks and -% 

are residents only during vlnter 
moaths. 

Likewise we have the priotlege 
of ~tudying land birda, water 
birds or both, depend- on the 
nature of the surrounding 
topography. Water birds often 
frequent the smaller stre- and 
marsher and are also fouud an the 
larger rivers and lakes. Wlt 
whether we look on the  stream, 
in the meadow, or in the w c d s  and 
thicketr, feathered creatures are 
everyubre present. 

In additioa to  the plemure 
derived from the actual abaerva- 
tion of birdo, there is alro the 
exercise that keeps one physically 
f i t  and mentally alert thereby 
developing ones quicknedie of sight 
sad keenness of ear. A ca l l  note, 
a rong, or perhapr a f l a s h  of color 
end you have located another 
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fatbored friarid that othrrviee 
d d  mot been notlead. 

Thc mteur migbt find it 
prof i tab le  t o  bagin h i s  study 
at e h i ~  ti*e of year. bacawe the 
a t e  of m c i e s  of birds i n  the 
avaw l m d f t g  are at the f#u8t 
a d  thia mid enable the stu- 
d a ~ t  to  of* with laas chance of 
wfuaiaa. Then, with the abrence 
of foliage tha birds are mot* 
m i l g  f d .  These nwly d e  
frimda be atudied thrwghwt * p a r  if they are permanent 
rrridanto, or tha obs8mations 

be contiwed until the spring 
d g t a t b  be- and they leave 
for their grounds in tbe 
mtth. 

Wbora doaP m e  look for birds? 
That queotiaa may k discussed 
U two waye. W caa wander 
frm f i e l d  t o  thicket, t o  woods, 
or 8tr- d observe whatever 
c w  acmaa hia path, but 
m r  or later this method will 
not satiefy h i s  desire for de- 
m i l d  W a r i o n  and the likely 
b u n t s  of the m a t  eagerly ewght 
birds will be the  next method 
of atudy. Tha wood-peeker fsmily - admirebly a8 an illustra- 
ti-. 

Although the Pileaeed Wood- 
pckmr o ~ i o n a l l y  may be sem fn 
tk neighborhood of the home, 
thir bird is usually fomd only 
in the large timber, preferably 
in aom isolated section. The 
W-head winters here only in 
imsU n h r s  and the observer 
io forced t o  go deep into the 
thick -8 t o  find one or with 
lnck perhaps Wo of t h a e  birds. 
A beech g m  or the sturdy oslre 
seem to  be their choice of a 
rrinter habitat. The Red-bellied 
Wwdpeclter is very w e l l  d i s -  
tributed. This member can be 
f d  in the trees along creel-, 
rods, and near horurea , aa well - in rha thickly timbered areas. 

The Hairy and Dovny Woodwere 
have the same range ee the Red- 
bellied. The Sap-sucker, 
houever, $8 not as plentiful am 
the other h e r s  of  tbe f h l g  
and can be fwad  usually ia well 
wooded areas. 

The territory around 
Aaehville affords an abundance 
of thickets, which may to  a large 
extent account for the native 
eparrwsa that are eo nwroue.  
The Field Sparrow, the Box 
Spar-, the White-throat, the 
ubitecraom, and the  Song 
Sparrw can be Iamd i n  or mar 
t h a e  thickete which offer both 
t d  and shelter fox the taking. 

Obsenre the birds closely 
aad * o m  you wi l l  learn which 
ones t o  expect in the open wad=, 
along the row of old Fence 
posts, a r d  dwll inga and b a r n ,  
or even in the protecting ad- 
vantages o f  the sheltered c l i f f s .  
Malta the d a t e r  residents your 
permanent f r i d .  

Wacs - 
By H. C. Monk 

Everyone is familiar with 
the flocks of wild duck which 
cross wr akima in their spring 
and fall dgratiow . Their 
swtft lp -1ng f lock flying so 
high abotre ue, bring r touch of 
the Ptildernms into our liver 
for d u c k  are of the v i l d  wild.  
They are g a e  birds  and represent 
the &@-old struggle of man 
against mwre. They 
spmbolisc aport a d  the employ- 
mt of skill Md cunning in 
the chase. 

Quite a different picture 
i s  pressatad whoa we see these 
birde in sanctuary on 8- 
protected marsh or lake where 
they live their lives ia w e .  
Naehville l a  fortmete in 
having such r lake in b c b r ,  
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DUCKS - 
(Continued) 

secluded in hi@ wooded hills and 
protected from intrusion by i ts  
owner. It serves as the local 
point where water birds of a l l  
kinds congregate while in the 
region. I t  thue provfdes an idea l  
place to  observe these interes t iq  
fo-. 

Wt prominent among i t s  many 
and varied visitors are the ducks 
of which twenty-four species have 
been recorded at this lake. In 
this large group of birds are some 
which have wandered frm distant 
parts of the country; birds which 
are usually found on the Great 
Lekes or sea coast. Others, l l k e  
the Mallard, are familiar in 
every country in the land. They 
range in d z e  from the large 
Black Mallard t o  the dimunitive 
T e a l s .  Their plumage may be as 
d u l l  as the female Mallard or as 
br i l l i an t  as the Wood Duck. 
They present from fall to spring 
a wnatantly changing company. 

The f irs t  ducks appear on 
the lake in early SeptemSer when 
small flocks of Blue-Wing Teal 
are seen. Every year these 
little birds are the earliest 
a v l  They give the impres- 
eion of having traveled far, 
usually tastfng on the shore, 
eleepimg or preening their 
feathers. Following them are the 
Mallards, with their  hansame 
green heads, Black Jack and 

B l u e  Bill' and other specles 
less well known l i k e  the 
Baldpate and P in ta i l  or "Sprig". 

Some of these birds, l ike  
Blackjack ' (Lesser Scaup) and 
"Bluebill.' (Ring-neck) , rematn on 
the lake a l l  winter regardless 
of the c o l d .  The Mallards have 
alwaye disappeared before 
Christmas, however, and are not 
often seen except i n  the fall, 
A t  that season the presence of 
several hundred of these large 
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beautifully colored ducks m the 
lake makes a sight t o  be remembered. 

The severe cold of the winter 
sometimes brings to the lake, 
visitore fwm more northern waters. 
For the  last two years there haa 
been a f lock  of Old Squaw ducks, 
a specfes beautifully marked in 
black and whlite, from the far 
north. These ducks live on food 
secured by diving and remaining 
under water for long periods when 
searching for food. Their strik- 
ing plumage, queer c a l l  nates and 
interesting habits  make of theta star 
attractfons while they arc 
present. Another handsme winter 
visitor is the Golden Eye or 
'Whistler, with the whitest 
back and darkest green head to  
be seen on any duck. These ducks 
are also the shyest that occur on 
the lake, 

Many other species have dropp- 
ed i n  on t h i a  lake but cannot be 
listed now. Nothing has been 
said here of Reelfoot Lake which 
i s  Tennessee's classic ducking 
ground, nor mention made of the 
rivers and creeks along which 
w f l d  ducks are frequently seen. 
From the constant changes a t  
Badnor Lake I judge that the 
winter ducks wander freely over 
the face of the country and may 
drop in on any water a t  any time 
or other. 

HEWS ITEMS -- 
Bird banding, for those who 

are located in rural surroindings 
and who can devote a b i t  of time 
to  it, is an absorbing method of 
bird study. To be able t o  handle 
live birds i n  ones own hands, t o  
look forward t o  retaking birds 
banded in previous years after a 
flight perhaps to foretgn lands 
or possibly to trap birds banded 
by some other bitd student in a 
far away state ,  is all very 
fascinating. We need more bird 
banders among ouz members. 
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Chimney Swifts: Preparations 
were r rde t o  band a large number 
of Sw-fts at 928 Broad Street 
on October I7 b i t  a cold spell, 
which had arrived the night 
before, drove a l l  but about 
300 aouthuard. The I n s t  , about 
50 ia a l l ,  came to the chimney 
tha evening of the 18th. 
Professor Wyman R. Green had 
drivea rtp from Chattanooga, 
with h h  trap, etc,, and local 
d e t s  were on hand t o  assist. 
Only the evening before, the 
ILth, it Was estimated that, 
more than 10,000 Swifts had 
dropped into the b i g  Bhimey. 
Professor Green nas banded wrre 
W f t s  than anyone we know of, 
having placed over 16,000 bands. 
nis year he had over 500 
"retum~. " 

The Nilson Ornithological 
Club, a national. organization of 
pnre than 800 members, w i l l  
hold its  annual meeting at  
Cleveland, Ohio, on December 
29-30, 1930. Dr. J. H. Shaver, 
Secretary; Mr. A.  F. Ganier, 
Pest-President, and several 
other T. 0 ,  S. members expect 
to  attend. 

Our 15th annual Christmas 
Bird  Census for t h e  magazine 
Bird-Lore, will be taken as 
usual this year, on or near 
Christmas day. Nashville members 
should ascertain plans from the 
President shortly before that 
time. O u t  of tovn members 
should send their lists direct  
to Bfrd- lore. 

Feed the  birds at this time 
of the year and they w i l l  repay 
you in the sumer with their 
songs. 

The T. 0 .  S .  has held so= 
25 or more Spring and Fall 
Field Days: during th i s  time I t  
has v i s i ted  many interesting 
and beautiful places.  fiis list 
should conjure up son@ pleasant 
recollections: Linton, South 
aarpeth (River) School, 
Marrowbone Creek, Ridgetop, 
B l u f f  of the  Cumberland at 
Ashland City,  Xdlevgld Wood, 
Rattlesnalre Fells (Lawrence Co.), 
Narrows of the Harpeth, 
Turnbull River at Craggie Hope, 
Sycamore (Creek), Pinhood Creek, 
Red River (Robertson Go.), etc.  
e t c .  

Of the several excellent 
journals of bird life, The 
Wilson Bulletin has contained 
more informatton on b i r d s  of the 
Central South than any other. 
It is a well i l lustrated 
quarterly of about 80 pages per 
issue, published at Sioux C i t y .  
Iowa, as the official organ of 
t h e  Wilson Ornithological Club 
and the subscriptton price i s  
$1.50 per year. Those wishing 
to receive Ehe Bulletin should 
get in touch with Secretary 
Shaver, a t  Peabody College, 
Nashville. 

Lake Watauga in Centennial 
Park, at Nashville,  has been 
stocked with a nice collectian 
of ducks, geese, and swans, some 
two dozen varieties i n  a l l .  The 
native species, which may here 
be studied a t  close range, are: 
Blue and Green-winged Teal, 
Mallard, Gadwell, Redhead, Pin- 
t a i l ,  Wood Duck, Coot,  Snow 
Goose, Blue Goose, Canada Goose, 
and Swan. A v i a i t  there is well 
worth w h i l e .  
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We bave the p d a e  of  some 
interesting material for publiea- 
tiou during 1931. Your Editor 
naeds a basket fu l l  o f  "Copy", 
w r ,  to choose from and a l l  
d r s  are M t e d  t a  send in 
motes of interest. 

Tbb latest addition to  the 
Tenaeamee State meum IB a female 
Cogate. It wee k i l l e d  in Maurp 
Couatp Mr. Knox and prepared by 
Groper Caok. It fs believed that 
it t e  f m ' a  ~tock of Coyotw that 
were liberated i n  West Tennessee 
at 6 z d  Junction for the purpose 
of ttaiaing bormds. 

A list of our members will be 
p&lfmIwd in the next number of 

MI-. Those who are in 
arrears w i l l  be dropped from the 
1 .  We need these funds t o  pay 
for our publication. D w s  for 
1931 arc a m  due. 

We are quite anxious that 
different members send in reports 
aud help to make th i s  journal truly 
s t a t e r i d e  as t o  news. 

A good meeting with an inter- 
es t ing  program is held every two 
weeks at  Peabody College. Come 
out and visit us. Our next i s  
January 4th. 

Keep a11 of your ei~rantr 
for future reference and study. 

In  reference t o  the design 
on the cover, it represents the 
Carolina paroqwt, which at  one 
time was reported found in middle 
Tennessee by Alexander Wilson on 
 hi^ famus t r ip  through here 
in 1830. 

W t i n g  from Eavie, "In the 
f irs t  part of the preeent century 
(1898) the beautfful Carolina 
Parquet was very abundant in 
the much Atlantic and Cuff States, 
and its migration extended Pat 
northward. It has continued to 
diartnish in numbers unt i l  it l a  
a m  nearly extednated.  It is 
still found In  some regione of 
Florida.....There appears to be 
no positive information concern- 
ing t h e  actual number of eggs 
laid by the Carolina Paroquet i n  
its wi ld  state. '  

OFFICERS OF THE T. 0.  S, 

A l b e r t  F. Ganier - President 
Wayland J. Hayes.- Vice President 
H. P. Ijams - Vice-Pres, Knoxville 
Ben 3 .  Coffey -Vice- :' Memphis 
Barry C. Monk - Curator 
Compton Crook - Secretary-Treas. 
George 3 .  Idoodfing - Mitor 
Vera Kearby - Assistant Editor 

THE MIGRANT - Published quarterly 
by t h e  Tennessee OrnithoLogical 
Society. 
(To record and encourage the study 
of birds in the State of Tennessee) 
Founded 1915. Dues, for Nashville 
members one dollar, others f i f t y  
cents per year. 

Comwtaicatians should be addressed 
to the Editor at  1414 Stratton 
Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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