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VALUE OF BIRD STUDY 

Among the activities of 
life there is nothing more fasci- 
aating, more satisfying or more 
enduring than the obsemation 
and study of the birds .  The 
love of birds is a commn heri- 
tage, and while some of us love 
them actively, and others paesiw- 
ly or subcmscfouely, i t  takas 
l i t t le  t o  bring the germ of 
affection for our feathered 
friends into full flawer. The 
term "friends" is used advfred- 
ly, for m n g  the creatures of 
the open country the birds are 
the greatest and most unselfish 
friends o f  aan who could not 
exlst  without their beneficial 

Nothing makes a greater con- 
tribution t o  the cheer of our 
homes thm the l i t t l e  comrades of 
the air, and we realize h w  
deep is our affection far them 
when the familiar visitors of 
laet year f a i l  t o  appear in 
our gardens. Up North, where 
the robla is more greatly a bird 
of sentiment than in the South, 
the f irst  appearance of t h i s  
graceful and confiding btrd l a  
a symbol, a matter of community 
rejoicing, the inspiration of 
song and story and rivalry 
m g  the "first xobLn-' re- 
porters. 

Here in ~e-ssee, where 
we have a great variety of in- 
tereating summer visitors, thme 
of us who are stirred by the 
afflatua of bird love watch 
eagerly for the appearance of 
the advance guard frm the 
South. When it arrfves i n  our 
gardeas there i s  for our benefit 
a beauttful rmodlaxld dram, with 
ita prologue o f  mating love 
songs, followed by a succession 
of acts which Include the 
neat building, feedfng, and care 
of the ywng and the ~ ~ L i ~ l r o u e  

Watchfultleas of the parent 
birds  when their little ones 
are meking their f f  ret timid 
adventure into an unfamiliar 
world, And when the curtain 
fslls with the good-by chirp 
of  the last visitor, we have 
had a more charming and satirfy- 
ing picture than was evar 
flashed on the screen. 

Xn our solicitude for the 
comfort of the birds  m are cul- 
tivating the spirit of mercy, 
and Solomon safd; "The merciful 
mari doeth good t o  hie  own soul." 

It I s  not the ecomdc 
v d m  of the birds of which we 
rpish to speak - that .is imueasur- 
able - but rather of their con- 
tribution to the peace, content- 
ment and softer side of life. 
Clha we are fretted w i t h  our 
d a i l y  cares; when, as the 
psa lmis t  aald; *'The grasshopper 
is a burden' , we can turn to 
the birds of the garden and 
thicket with the assurance that 
here we w i l l  f ind  solace. 

Bird l m r s ,  therefore, are 
kind, gent le  and meelfish 
people. You do not find them in 
our criminal or police courte, 
nor within the wal l s  of our 
jails and penitentiaries, becawe 
they are our "very best people" 
and the birds have helped t o  
make them so. * * * * * *  

The f lrs t  f a l l  meeting of 
the Tennessee Ornirhologieal 
Society w i l l  be the last Monday 
night in September, the 29th, 
so do not forget the date. The 
meeting is to be at Peebody 
College, in the usual place, i .e. , 
the Social-Religious Building. 
Our new President, Mr. Ganier, 
who has served i n  this capacity 
before, promfses an tnteresti- 
program f o r  the ensuing year. 
He is capable of keeping thid 
promise. 
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THE CAMERA IN BIRD WORK 

By H, S .  Vaughn 

!he most important requi- 
s i tes  in bird photography are 
time and patience. To under- 
take this work without ample 
time t o  carry out the work you 
wiah t o  do, would be t h e  
merest fol ly ,  fox i t  takes weeks 
and even years t o  complete one 
series, or reel as the case may 
be. 

Only the man or woman who 
bas leiaure t o  spare should ever 
hope t o  do anything above the 
ordinary, and ye t  I would nor 
care to discourage anyone who 
has the love for this work, for 
who can tell but that something 
really worth while may come 
of even meager efforts.  When 
we consider that it took three 
seasons for Captain Knight of 
England to produce h i s  reel of 
the Golden Eagle, do you wonder 
that but few real worth  while  
reels have been presented fo 
the public? 

One other reel that is 
worthy of notice is that o f  
the Heron rookery of Louisiana, 
presented by the Wilson Club t o  
the people of Nashville, a 
few years ago. Showing the 
meeting and feeding habits  of 
this most inreregring bird ,  was 
nothing short of educational 
t o  all. What it took in time 
and effort t o  produce this 
reel ,  no one knows, for i t  w a s  
Decessary t o  build scaffolds 
Ln the trees that the operator 
night get  close enough and on 
s level with the nesting 'birds 
Ln order to  get the picrures. 

Next, the equipment is 
quite important, f o r  without 
the proper equipment this work 
can not be accomplished. By 
proper equipment is meant a 
lens of suf f i c i ent  speed t o  be 
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able to get the b i r d  that is fly- 
ing as if still, though in 
motion. In order to do this, 
it requires a tens of f . 4 . 5  
speed, nothing slower, for ordi- 
narily b i r d s  move with such quiek- 
ness t h a t  the camera shutter  
must work at a speed of 125 of 
a second. If birds in f l i g h t  
are wished to be caught by the 
camera, even a faster lens and 
speed of shutter are necessary 
for a successful picture. 

The lens on a movie camera 
that works at  a speed of f .1.9 
is sufficiently rapid t o  catch 
birds  i n  f l i g h t  provided you 
are close enough t o  get the 
image large enough t o  be useful 
for exhibit. 

Where still pictures are 
desired to  show the birds full 
size as the eye sees them, it 
becomes necessary t o  use the 
telescopic lens of nothing 1-8 
than f .  4.5 s p e e d .  Such lens 
are made but  are not practfcal 
for use on small cameras as t h e i r  
weight prevents their being 
adaptable to hand cameras. 

When a b i r d  or neer is so 
located t h a t  the emera can be 
placed close t o  the object de- 
sired and can be operated by 
use of a string, one may hope 
t o  produce some very oatiafectory 
bird pictures w i t h  the average 
camera. To be able t o  conceal 
the camera so as not to disturb 
the b ird  so that it will not re- 
turn t o  the nest ,  is one of the 
fine arts. Knowing that birds 
have a regular route of approach 
t o  the nest,  it becames necessary 
to  determine this route before 
the camera can be properly 
placed. The theory o f  supposing 
birds will not return to  the nest 
if the eggs have been handled, 
i s  not true, but rather i f  you 
disturb the svenue of approach 
to the nest , the birds are con- 
fused and w i l l  o f t e n  desert 
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It would be hard to say jwt 
d e n  the fall migration really 
begins. For instance, the 
SoUtrtry Sandpipers begin t o  
come from the l o ~ t h  and appear 
at our ponds about the middle 
of July; a bf t Later the L i t t l e  
Blue lkm, in their immature 
a t e  plumsge * - up from 
tbeir rore awtherly breeding 
gromds and meander our river 
muraw. By the end of the 
m t h .  Black and Whit@ Warblarg 
und Ruby-tbwted Hummingbirds 
frm tho nearby b i l l s  and 
highlands mova in t o  our c i t y  
and its suburbs. Duxing early 
h g w t  there i s  a rescless mw- 
ing  about of nearly a l l  of our 
breeding birds and we f ind them 
in locallties whcre they are 
aor kwnm t o  bxored. It i s  sup- 
posed that most of these feathar- 
ed d a r e r e  are irPmature birds 
a c h  have not yet becone 
attached t o  any one locality. 
By late August we begin t o  hawe 
the forerunners of the great 
fall warbler migration and we 
find the Canadian, Black- 
throated Green, Magnolia, Pine, 
Wilswrs Black-cap, and others, 
which frequent the ragweed 
prrtchaa and th ickets .  

When September i s  a ueek 
old one is apt t o  f i n d  any of 
our warblers and then the high 
t ide is on. I n  woods and in 
wooded pastures we f ind mixed 
groups of these little birds 
amag the trees, w i n g  rest- 
lessly on but keeping together 
the while. The nesting and 
courting season being over there 
ZB no aubomlty present what- 
ever - the small birds and, 
black and white, yellow or 
green, they are like a busy 
erroup of children bound for a 
Picnfc. In a flock of two 
dozen birds there are often ten 

species of warblers. with a 
sprinkling of ChAckadees, Tit-  
mice, Field Sparrows, Doomy, 
Red-bellied a d  other Woadpedrers, 
etc. The ragweed patches end 
thickets continue to have their 
coterie of inhabitants with 
a somewhat different perar-1. 
Xn the f i e l d s  we are briefly 
entertaining Vesper Sparrws, 
d o s e  places will be taken a fw 
weelca later by the Savanaoh 
Spar- and Prairie Borned 
Lark. Our Wood Thrush, 
Thrasher and Matyland Yellow- 
throat are now hiding about smug 
the  thicket^, for moulting goes 
hard with them and a m  are wear- 
ing wing and t a i l  feathers in 
no condition for f l ight .  A t  
this time, too, many of our 
o m  summer birda slink away t o  
the swthuard aud others, such 
a~ the Olive-backed and Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes, Ovenbird6 , 
etc,,  come quietly tthru, waxing 
f a t  on rhe fall harvest of wild 
grapes, berrieo and insect 
l ife.  Birds at this time of 
the year become quite fat, in 
contrast to their lean condftion 
when upon their more hurried 
northward journey in the 
Spring.  

October camas, with crisp 
cool days and chtlly nights. 
Many of the leaves are now on 
the ground and the food has 
efther been stripped or well 
picked over. The warble- are 
bewmtng scarce amig the trees 
but the picking i s  still good 
ia the raweede m d  here we 
find the Tennessee, Blaek- 
throated Green and a few 
others of their kin, keeping 
company with ~ose-breas t e d  
Grosbeaks, Cardinals, Towhees, 
Dowaiea , Tire and Chickadees. 
The northern sparrows usually 
drop i n  upon us around the 10th 
of October and almst  i m -  
diate ly  became camon, Most 
familiar of these are the Smg, 
White-throated, White-crowned, 



d Fox. The Juncos cow only 
.a Uttle later and this group of 
finchu MY well call Tennessee 
W r  for they ore with ua 
m than half of each year. 
Th. m d  patches, thickets and 
wrood. are thair habtrat Ehru 
the winter, wbre they join 
grorrps of our mce hardy local 
birds d thus augment our in- 
ternsting population of bird life 
throughout the winter. 

H w  mamy know the Field Sparrcrolt 
It i s  w r  most cmmn native 
sparrow. 

A t  our last Spring meting there 
were nine members present with 
an averaBe service in the 
T. 0.  8.  of twelve years. These 
range from fifteen t o  four. 

The Goldfinch is the Iaat o f  our 
nett- birds to  etart neating. 
They k g i n  building about the 
Lut of July and mats wdth 
agga have been found ar late 
ae Sept-er. X t  takes frm 
tuelw to  fourteen days for the 
agga to  hatch, giving the 
~ o m g  vexy Ifttle time t o  de- 
wlop stamlm before cold ueather 
begins.  They are birds with the 
-ty spirit of l iv ing,  
mte be* usually found in 
colonies. 

The young of the Little B l u e  
k r o n  are white  and should not 
be confused with  the American 
Egret, which hes been recorded 
in Tennessee on rare occasions. 
Theae haronn have the unwual 
habit of wandering northward 
after their breedgng eaaeon. 

October is the month that the 
Chipney Swifts leave Tennessee 
for unknown climes to spend the 
winter. Indians used t o  thtnk 
that they buried rhmelves in 
the mud t o  spend the winter. 

One of the greatest menaces t o  
bird-life is the ordinary house 
cat. 

Encourage the birds a h t  the 
home, They w i l l  be the sour- 
of a great amunt of pleasure. 

The Teaneseee State hmum of 
Natural Hietory is located at 
N a s h v i l l e ,  in the -rial 
Building. A small exhibit  in 
comparison wtrh the gigantic 
mureme over the county bur 
capable of wonderful poseiblli-  
tias. Visit it *a in 
Nashville. It contaiua the 
majority of our Temssee bird*. 

Bpdnor M e  is a source of 
interellt durlng the winter 
aontha because it harbors 1%- 
flocks of d u c b  and shore birds. 

Bird8 hava a place in the cycle 
of human events - protect  thm.  
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