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Breeding colonies of Emperor Penguins Aptenodytes forsteri
are distributed around the Antarctic coastline, on winter sea
ice between 66°S and 78°S (Watson 1975, Woehler 1993,
Williams 1995). Colonies occur in three main areas: the
Weddell Sea and Dronning Maud Land, Enderby and Princess
Elizabeth Lands, and the Ross Sea, with seven additional colo-
nies discovered between 1979 and 1990 (Woehler 1993).
Many colonies have not been counted for many years, and the
current minimum breeding population is 202 200 pairs in 43
breeding colonies (Woehler & Croxall 1997). During the
breeding season of Emperor Penguins (April–November)
access to colonies is difficult or impossible due to inclement
weather and extensive pack ice (Kooyman 1993).

Except for the Dion Islands (67°52'S, 68°43'W) at the west-
ern base of the Antarctic Peninsula, no Emperor Penguin colo-
nies are known from the Antarctic Peninsula. However, a
colony of Emperor Penguins was believed to exist close to
Snow Hill Island (64°22'S, 57°11'W) because personnel at the
Argentinian base at Esperanza Bay (63°23'S, 57°00'W)

observed adults and juveniles between the 1987/88 and 1995/
96 summers (N.R. Coria unpubl. data). Between the 1993/94
to 1996/97 summers, many immature Emperor Penguins were
often seen at Cockburn Island (64°22'S, 56°50'W), Seymour
Island (64°14'S, 56°38'W) and Snow Hill Island (64°22'S,
57°11'W) by Argentinean scientists (J. Lunski, R. del Valle
and R. Capdevilla pers. comm.).

Here we report an additional breeding colony (the 44th known)
of Emperor Penguins in the north-east of the Antarctic Penin-
sula. This colony was discovered on a Twin-Otter aeroplane
flight at 300 m on 20 July 1997 during which, in clear weather,
aerial photographs were taken on 100 ASA colour film using
a 35-mm camera with a 50-mm lens.

The colony is located at 64°32'S, 57°26'W on level sea ice
approximately 500 m from the south coast of Snow Hill Island
(Fig. 1). Because Emperor Penguin chicks are usually hatched
between mid July and August (Martínez 1992), we believe that
the penguins were in an advanced stage of incubation or in
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Fig. 1.  Location of Emperor Penguin breeding colony (    ) at Snow Hill Island, Antarctic Peninsula.
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early chick rearing. The population was estimated as 1200
pairs following Croxall & Kirwood (1979) (A3: accuracy ±10
to 15 %) based on counts obtained from photographs.

Emperor Penguins have been recorded at Islas Malvinas (Falk-
land Islands) (Woods 1988), and are accidental, transient visi-
tors to Tierra del Fuego (Humphrey et al. 1970), and at Isla de
los Estados (Chébez & Bertonatti 1994). Emperor Penguins
are occasionally reported at the South Sandwich Islands
(Cordier et al. 1981), South Orkney Islands (Rootes 1988,
N.R. Coria pers. obs.) and are winter visitors to the South
Shetland Islands (Trivelpiece et al. 1987, Peter et al. 1988, D.
Montalti pers. obs.). We believe it is likely that many of the
Emperor Penguin sightings in the Antarctic Peninsula and
Scotia Arc islands are birds from Snow Hill Island, rather than
from the colonies farther to the east in the Weddell Sea, as has
been suggested previously (Rootes 1988).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We thank D. Gaona for assistance and R.J. Casaux for the
preparation of the map. We are particularly grateful to H–U.
Peter, E.J. Woehler and an anonymous referee for their com-
ments which improved the manuscript.

REFERENCES

CHEBEZ, J.C. & BERTONATTI, C.C. 1994. La avifauna de
la Isla de los Estados, Islas de Año Nuevo y mar circun-
dante (Tierra del Fuego, Argentina). Buenos Aires: Mono-
grafía 1, Ediciones LOLA.

CORDIER, J.R., MÉNDEZ, A., MOUGIN, J.L. & VISBEEK,
G. 1981. Les oiseaux de l’Ile Thule, archipel des Sandwich

du Sud (59°28'S, 27°20'W). Oiseau 51: 149–160.
CROXALL, J.P. & KIRKWOOD, E.D. 1979. The distribution

of penguins on the Antarctic Peninsula and Islands of the
Scotia Sea. Cambridge: British Antarctic Survey.

HUMPHREY, P.S., BRIDGE, D., REYNOLDS, P.W. &
PETERSON, R.T. 1970. Birds of Isla Grande (Tierra del
Fuego). Washington D.C.: Smithsonian Institution.

KOOYMAN, G.L. 1993. Breeding habitats of Emperor Pen-
guins in the western Ross Sea. Antarct. Sci. 5: 143–148.

MARTÍNEZ, I. 1992. Order Sphenisciformes. In: del Hoyo J.,
Elliott, A. & Sargatal, J. (Eds). Handbook of the birds of the
world. Vol. 1. Barcelona: Lynx Edicions.

PETER, H-U., KAISER, M. & GEBAUER, A. 1988. Unter-
suchungen an Vögeln und Robben auf King George Island
(South Shetland Islands, Antarktis). Geod. Geoph. Veröff.
R.I.H. 14: 1–127.

ROOTES, D.M. 1988. The status of birds at Signy Island,
South Orkney Islands. Br. Antarct. Surv. Bull. 80: 87–119.

TRIVELPIECE, S.G., GEUPEL, G.R., KJELMYR, J.,
MYRCHA, A., SICINSKI, J., TRIVELPIECE, W.Z. &
VOLKMAN, N.J. 1987. Rare bird sightings from Admi-
ralty Bay, South Shetland Islands, Antarctica 1976–87.
Cormorant 15: 59–66.

WATSON, G.E. 1975. Birds of the Antarctic and Sub-Antarc-
tic. Washington, D.C.: American Geophysical Union.

WILLIAMS, T.D. 1995. The penguins Spheniscidae. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

WOEHLER, E.J. 1993. The distribution and abundance of
Antarctic and Subantarctic penguins. Cambridge: Scientific
Committee on Antarctic Research.

WOEHLER, E.J. & CROXALL, J.P. 1997. The status and
trends of Antarctic and sub-Antarctic seabirds. Mar. Orn.
25: 43–66.

WOODS, R.W. 1988. Guide to birds of the Falklands Islands.
Oswestry: Anthony Nelson.


