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SUMMARY OF M A R Y L A N D  CHRISTMAS BIRD 

COUNTS ( 1950 - 51 ) 

Seth H. Low 

D u r i n g  the  s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d ,  D e c e m b e r  Z3, 1950 t h r o u g h  :Tanuary 1, 
1951, f o u r t e e n  C h r i s t m a s  B i r d  Coun t s  w e r e  m a d e  w i t h i n  the  S ta te  of 
M a r y l a n d .  A f i f t e e n t h  coun t  at  the  P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  Re fu g e  w a s  t a k e n  
l a t e r  in I a n u a r y .  With  the  e x c e p t i o n  of t he  l a t t e r ,  a l l  the  c o u n t s  c o n -  
f o r m e d  to  the  r e g u l a r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and the  d e t a i l s  of e a c h ,  e x c e p t  fo r  
P a t u x e n t  and  A n n a p o l i s ,  w i l l  be  found in the  A p r i l  1951 i s s u e  of Audubon  
F i e l d  N o t e s .  

A b r i e f  r e s u m e  of the  p r e v i o u s  s u m m a r i e s  f o l l o w s :  

Y e a r  C o u n t s  S p e c i e s  I n d i v i d u a l s  

1947-48  13 127 328,500 

1948-49  12 139 1,116,594 

1949-50 16 147 872,594 

1950-51 15 146 657,294 

M a r y l a n d  B i r d l i f e  

Vol. 4, No. 1, J a m - F e b . ,  1948 

Vol.  6, No. Z, M a r . - A p r . ,  1950 

Vol.  6, No. 2, M a r . - A p r . ,  1950 

t h i s  i s s u e  

F i v e  new s p e c i e s  w e r e  a d d e d  to  the  f o u r - y e a r  t o t a l ,  b r i n g i n g  i t  to  
167 s p e c i e s ;  t h e s e  w e r e  the  E u r o p e a n  C o r m o r a n t  and D o w i t c h e r  a t  O-  
c e a n  Ci ty ;  the  E u r o p e a n  T e a l  sou th  of B e r l i n ;  t he  R i n g - n e c k e d  P h e a s a n t  
a t  C a t o c t i n  and L o c h  R a v e n ;  and the  N o r t h e r  n S h r i k e  in M o n t g o m e r y  
Coun ty .  The  A m e r i c a n  M a g p i e  is  p l a c e d  on the  h y p o t h e t i c a l  l i s t  on the  
p r o b a b i l i t y  it w a s  an  e s c a p e .  O t h e r  h i g h l i g h t s  w e r e  a s  f a l l o w s :  

The  n u m b e r s  of g r e b e s ,  s w a n s ,  b r a n t ,  G a d w a l l s ,  B a l d p a t e ,  P i n t a i l ,  
a l l  d i v ing  d u c k s  and C o o t  w e r e  a l l  way  down;  p r o b a b l y  due  to  t he  e x t e n -  
s i v e  f r e e z i n g  o v e r  of m a r s h e s ,  r i v e r s ,  and b a y s .  C a n a d a  G e e s e  w e r e  
p r e s e n t  in about  the u s u a l  n u m b e r s ;  and the  O c e a n  Ci ty  coun t  c o i n c i d e d  
wi th  a l a t e  f l igh t  of Snow G e e s e .  

A s m a l l  i n c r e a s e  w a s  n o t e d  in R e d - s h o u l d e r e d  Hawks  and  Ba ld  
E a g l e s .  T w o O s p r e y s  w e r e  s e e n  at  C h a s e .  A t o t a l  of Z5 V i r g i n i a  R a i l s  
w e r e  found  on t h r e e  c o u n t s .  The  A n n a p o l i s  p a r t y  a c c o u n t e d  fo r  12 of 
t h e  14 Woodcock .  T h e  c o u n t  of M o u r n i n g  D o v e s  (821) w a s  the  h i g h e s t  
ye t .  Al l  the  w o o d p e c k e r  c o u n t s  w e r e  up; due p e r h a p s  to  m o r e  c o v e r a g e .  
T h e  h i g h l i g h t  of the  y e a r  w a s  3Z E a s t e r n  P h o e b e s  on 7 of the  15 c o u n t s .  
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Blue  Yays,  C a r o l i n a  W r e n s ,  H e r m i t  T h r u s h e s ,  M y r t l e  W a r b l e r s ,  M e a -  
d o w l a r k s ,  and C a r d i n a l s  w e r e  m o r e  a b u n d a n t  but  A m e r i c a n  P i p i t s  w e r e  
s c a r c e .  John B u c k a l e w ' s  11 E v e n i n g  G r o s b e a k s  w e r e  a new r e c o r d  fo r  
t he  E a s t e r n  Sho re .  V e s p e r  S p a r r o w s  and  T o w h e e s  w e r e  m o r e  n u m e r -  
ous .  A l l  70 C h ipp ing  S p a r r o w s  and 849 of the  1,38Z F i e l d  S p a r r o w s  
w e r e  n e a r  O c e a n  Ci ty .  

T h e  c o v e r a g e  of the  S ta te  w a s  not  qui te  so  good a s  l a s t  y e a r .  Two  
important counts were not made: namely, Garrett County and Kent Is- 

land. The Crisfield area was dropped as previously suggested. Two 
new areas, Denton and Gibson Island, were added. Comments on each 
count follow: 

McCool (Allegany County), the highest and most western of the 
regular areas, was again covered by a party of three: Byron Kiser, 
Anna and L. M. Llewellyn. The species count (23) was low but the in- 
dividual count (4Z5) higher than last year, when 9 more species were 
found. 

Cumberland (Allegany Co.) had more local participation: Mrs. T. 
M. Andrews, Y. J. F. Deetz, Margaret Hafer, Jon De Hart, Nell Smith, 
K e n t  S m i t h ,  B i l l  Sco t t ,  R i c h a r d  J o h n s o n ,  G i l b e r t  M. M i l l e r ,  H e l e n  B. 
M i l l e r ,  P a t r i c i a  T a s c h e n b e r g e r ,  H a r r y  M i l l e r ,  L e o n a r d  L l e w e l l y n .  
T h e  c o v e r a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  only  about  o n e - t h i r d  t h a t  of l a s t  y e a r  w i th  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  d r o p s  in s p e c i e s  (34) and  i n d i v i d u a l s  (1,356). 

C a t o c t i n  M o u n t a i n s  ( F r e d e r i c k  and  W a s h i n g t o n  C o s . )  due to  i ced  
r o a d s ,  cou ld  not  be c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r e d .  The  s p e c i e s  (40) and  i n d i v i d u a l  
c o u n t s  (2,562) w e r e  down.  O r v i l l e  C r o w d e r ,  Duval l  : /ones ,  T i r z a h  M. 
Sandy ,  John S t a u f f e r ,  M a r t h a  S t a u f f e r ,  Dr .  R. S. S t a u f f e r .  

L o c h  R a v e n  ( B a l t i m o r e  Co. )  was  m a d e  by only  one ,  H a v e n  Kolb ,  
of  the t w o  u s u a l  o b s e r v e r s .  S p e c i e s  (29) and ind iv idua l  c o u n t s  (393) 
w e r e  up s l i g h t l y .  

T r i a d e l p h i a  R e s e r v o i r  (Montl~omer)r Co . )  had  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  c o v -  
e r a g e ,  bu t  s t i l l  l a c k s  s u f f i c i e n t  o b s e r v e r s .  T h e  c o u n t s  of s p e c i e s  (60) 
and  i n d i v i d u a l s  (8,084) w e r e  the h i g h e s t  ye t  o b t a i n e d .  John  H. F a l e s ,  
Ann ,  M a r g a r e t ,  Seth  and T o m m y  Low,  C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s ,  and Yohn L. 
T h o m e n .  

P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  Re fuge  ( P r i n c e  G e o r g e s  Count)r) w a s  c o v e r e d  
in the u s u a l  m a n n e r  by a b o u t  the s a m e  n u m b e r  of p a r t i e s .  R e s u l t s  w e r e  
abou t  t he  s a m e :  s p e c i e s ,  57_; i n d i v i d u a l s ,  3,601. C. C o t t a m ,  J. V. D e r b y ,  
L. M. L l e w e l l y n ,  S. H. L o w ,  A. C. M a r t i n ,  R. T. M i t c h e l l ,  A. L. N e l s o n ,  
R. E. S t e w a r t ,  O. W a r b a c h ,  C. G. W e b s t e r .  

A c c o k e e k  ( P r i n c e  G e o r g e s  Co. )  in a r e a  c o v e r e d  and t i m e  a f i e l d  
f a l l s  f a r  s h o r t  of m o s t  of t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t s  but  is  w e l l  j u s t i f i e d  in t h a t  it 
h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  in a c o m p a r a b l e  m a n n e r  f o r  a n u m b e r  of y e a r s .  
S p e c i e s ,  57; i n d i v i d u a l s ,  2 ,179.  A. A. B a k e r ,  Edwin  T. M c H n i g h t ,  T h o s .  
B. No lan ,  W. W. Rubey .  

W i c o m i c o  ( C h a r l e s  a n d  St. Mar ) r s  C o s . )  an i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  on the  
l o w e r  P o t o m a c ,  a g a i n  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  i n a d e q u a t e  c o v e r a g e  due  to t h e  l ack  
of  s u f f i c i e n t  o b s e r v e r s .  T h e  s p e c i e s  c o u n t  (80) is  t he  b e s t  ye t  fo r  the 
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a r e a  but  t h e  n u m b e r  of i n d i v i d u a l s  (9,532) w a s  way  down  f r o m  two  
y e a r s  ago.  R. L. B e z e k ,  R. F.  Deed ,  M. G i l b e r t ,  C. H. M a y h o o d ,  Y. W, 
T a y l o r ,  C. Ward .  

Anne  A r u n d e l  Co.  ( A n n a p o l i s )  w a s  no t  c e n s u s e d  in 1949. The  r e -  
s u l t s  fo r  1950 do not c o m p a r e  wi th  t h o s e  m a d e  f r o m  s o u t h e r n  Anne  A -  
r u n d e l  Co. in 1948. S p e c i e s ,  24; i n d i v i d u a l s ,  141. A. D. B l a i r ,  C. H. 
B l a i r ,  and R. H. B l a i r .  

S u s q u e h a n n a  F i a t s  ( C e c i l C o .  / fo r  t he  f i r s t  t i m e ,  c o v e r e d  by t h r e e  
p a r t i e s  but  m o r e  o b s e r v e r s  a r e  s t i l l n e e d e d .  The  s p e c i e s  c o u n t  ( 6 7 ) e -  
q u a l l e d  the  p r e v i o u s  h i g h  but  is  b e l o w  the  p o t e n t i a l .  The  ind iv idua l  
coun t  w a s  way  down (568,803) due  to  the w a t e r  a r e a s  be ing  90% or  
m o r e  f r o z e n  o v e r .  E. G. D a v i s ,  W. T. D a v i s ,  Dural1  :Tones, Se th  H. Low, 
C. S. R o b b i n s ,  J a c k  W e a v e r ,  E d w i n  W i l l i s ,  and  3". E. Wi l loughby .  

C h a s e  ( B a l t i m o r e  Coun ty )  w a s  e x p a n d e d ,  fo r  the  f i r s t  t i m e ,  i n to  
a f u l l - s i z e  c e n s u s .  As  u s u a l  it had  l a r g e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  (24) but  t he  o b -  
s e r v e r s  w e r e  p o o r l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  b e t w e e n  p a r t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t he  c o u n t  
of s p e c i e s  (87) w a s  the  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  fo r  t he  S ta te  fo r  the  y e a r  and in -  
d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  11,595. T. M. B r a n n a n ,  C h a r l e s  B u c h a n a n ,  R i c h a r d  
C o l e ,  O r v i l l e  C r o w d e r ,  G e o r g e  D r u m m ,  N e l s o n  E d w a r d s ,  M r s .  B. M. 
G r e g o r y ,  Lt .  T h o s .  A. I m h o f ,  Duval l  J o n e s ,  H a v e n  Kolb ,  Seth  H. Low,  
3"ohn M a s o n ,  Win. M c H o u l ,  M a r c i a  Newel1 ,  D o r o t h y  R i c e ,  C. S. R o b b i n s ,  
E v a n s  R o b e r t s ,  T. M. Sandy ,  A n d r e w  S i m o n ,  R i c h a r d  S i m o n ,  G o r d o n  
V a r s ,  J a c k  W e a v e r ,  E d w i n  W i l l i s ,  A. W i n s l o w .  

G i b s o n  I s l a n d  (Anne A r u n d e l  Co. )  a n e w  co u n t ,  w a s  m s d e  by the  
Anne  A r u n d e l  c lub .  C o n s i d e r i n g  the  w e a t h e r  and  tha t  it  w a s  the  i n i t i a l  
e f f o r t  of t h e  g roup ,  t he  r e s u l t s  w e r e  v e r y  p r o m i s i n g :  s p e c i e s ,  49; i n -  
d i v i d u a l s j  Z,495. C h a r l e s  B u c h a n a n ,  W. L. H e n d e r s o n ,  M r s .  M o r t i m e r  
N o r t h ,  M r s .  Gai l  T a p p a n ,  M r s .  H . B .  T e m p l e ,  A. L. V a r r i e u r .  

D en ton  ( C a r o l i n e  Co. )  l i k e w i s e  w a s  a new c e n s u s  by a n e w  g r o u p  
in a un ique  a r e a ,  in t h a t  it is  in the  h e a r t  of the  D e l m a r v a  p e n i n s u l a  but  
d o e s  not  c o n t a i n  any  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  o r  s i z a b l e  b o d i e s  of w a t e r .  The  s p e -  
c i e s  count  of 47 w a s  v e r y  good but t he  i n d i v i d u a l  coun t  of 1,634 w a s  low. 
M r .  and M r s .  A. 5. F l e t c h e r ,  M a r v i n  H e w i t t ,  A. May  T h o m p s o n .  

B l a c k w a t e r  N a t i o n a l  Wi ld l i f e  Re fu~e  ( D o r c h e s t e r  C o . ) d u e  to p o o r  
w e a t h e r  and  i n s u f f i c i e n t  o b s e r v e r s ,  he/d t he  l o w e s t  s p e c i e s  c o u n t  (86) in 
r e c e n t  y e a r s  but the  n u m b e r  of i n d i v i d u a l s  (20,017) h e l d  up f a i r l y  we l l .  
E r n e s t  G. B a l d w i n ,  Se th  H. Low,  C h a r l e s  M a y h o o d ,  R e g i n a l d  O r e m ,  
C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s ,  3"ohn W. T a y l o r ,  3"r., 3"oanna T o u s e y ,  R i c h a r d  T o u -  
s e y ,  Ruth  L. T o u s e y .  

O c e a n  Ci ty  ( W o r c e s t e r  Co . )  had  a t h i n  c o v e r a g e  wi th  10 i n d i v i d u -  
a l s  in 6 p a r t i e s ;  l e s s  t h a n  in 1949, but  c o m p a r a b l e  wi th  194~ The  122 
s p e c i e s  l a c k e d  one  of t h e  1948 h igh  w h i l e  24,577 i n d i v i d u a l s  w a s  a v e r -  
a g e .  No b o a t  t r i p  w a s  m a d e  o f f - s h o r e  or  a c r o s s  to  A s s a t e a g u e ,  a l t h o u g h  
the  l a t t e r  w a s  c o v e r e d  by  c a r  f r o m  the  l o w e r  end.  3"ay H. A r n o l d ,  E r *  
n e s t  G. Ba ldw in ,  :Tohn W. B u s k a l e w ,  :Tr., Se th  H. Low,  C h a r l e s  M a y h o o d ,  
E. O. M e l l i n g e r ,  F r e d  M. P a c k a r d ,  C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s ,  John  W . T a y l o r .  

C o m p l e t e  f i g u r e s  fo r  a l l  14 coun t s  a p p e a r  on the  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .  
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Great Blue Heron 
American Bittern 
l(histling Swan 
Canada Goose 
Brant 
I Sn~.~ Goose 
, Blue Goose 
~I/ard 

i . . . .  29 
35 . . . . . .  i0 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

1 ].4 . . . .  2 9 42 
4 2 -- 2 -- 8 

. . . .  2 

. . . .  1 

. . . .  3 

i 5 I I 4 3 2 3_1 19 
- -  i 2 

3 -- 3~4 5~7 3~o . . . . . .  

3 8 

-- 33 [ - - i  0~-- 4 Ii 17 -- 

3O 
45 
i 

68 

16 

2 
I 
3 

47 

3 
1,314 

9300 53 102 -- 2115 2378 13,959 
-- 1 4800 2,801 
h -- 1986 1,990 
-" 3 -- 
-6----~ ~-- 21 382 

Black Duck 
Gadwall 
Baldpate 
Pintail 
European Teal 
Green-wlnged Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
S hove ller 
Wood Duck 
Redhead 
Ring-neekedDuck 
Canvas-back 
Scaup .Duck (sp.) 
American Golden-eye 
~uffle-head 
Old-squaw 
~W~ite-winged Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
American Scorer 
Rudd}' Duck 

6 31 300 17 90 81 -- 2500 371 1675 395 5,266 
5 39 . . . .  12 4 -- 60 

18 897 "- 2 1109 25 -- i 4 2,056 
i 34 . . . .  I 223 IO1 360 

6 -- 

6 -- 
1 . . . .  ~ - -  

L . I  
i 35 -- 

-Y 4 -- 

. . . .  i i 
"- 7 2 3 12 
-- I -- i 2 
-- z 4 6 
-- 2 -- ~ 6 
I b03 31 "" 4 I ~-~ 
7 4 . . . .  17 

875 701 490 -- 1990 5 5,476 
16 96 G.73 -- G. 91 -- 309 
4 46 22 -- 270 51 429 

-- ±5 " -- ~ 2~i ~SU 

-- I 2 -- 12 87 102 
. . . .  26 26 

. . . .  26 26 

. . . .  2 2 
-- 29 758 -- 2 i 1,567 5 -- 4 768 -- 



Species 

Hooded Merganser 
American Merganser 
Red-breasted Merganse 
Turkey Vulture 
Black Vulture 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper,s Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawlc 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
• -~ld Eagle 
l,~arsh }~wk 
Osprey 
Peregrine Falcon 
Sparrow H~Tk 
Ruffed Grouse 
Bob-whlte 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
King Rail 
Virginia Rail 
Sora 
American Coo{ 
Killdeer 
Black-bellied Plover 
American Woodcock 
Wilson's Snipe 
Greater Yellow-legs 
Purple Sandpiper 
Least Sandpiper 
Red-backedSandpiper 
Do~ltcher 
SemipalmatedSandpipe: 
Sanderling 
Or. Black-backedGull 
Herrkng Gull 
P-f~ng-billed Gu~-~ 
Bonaparte's Gull 

Mc All Cat Ioch Tria Patu Acco Wico Anne Susq Ch Gib Den Black Ocean 
~ool Co__ t. Mt__t. Ravn Ree xent keek mico ~ Flats as__~e Is. ton water Cite 

2 -- 

9 8 22 -- 20 2 -- 170 
8 . . . .  

21 2 187 30 I0. 136 2 103 
13 i 5 12 -- 12 

I -- 2 -- I 2 -- i 
-- i i i . . . . . . . .  
i -- 6 6 2 6 -- 11 
1 -- 6 5 -- 4 -- 8 

i 1 5 5 -- lO 
2 I 8 2 2 11 -- 6 

-- 2 

-- i i -- 
I -- 3-1 -- Ii 2 i ii -- 16 

2. 5 -- 29 22 2 -- 
3 1 

1 ---- 

i0 12 

9 ---- ~0 

.. 

-- 18 
-- 4 6 -- 

1 . . . .  

99 -- 16 
9 -- 8 

12 

37 I -- 21 4 
82 -- -- 79 -- 
2 ...... 139 

74 I 96 87 386 
"- 5 

8 -- 

5 --- 

i 
31 
18 -- 
2 

I0 -- 22 

l 3 5 
I i 3 
i 8 8 
2 6 io 

3 I 
27 i 

? h8 19 

---- l 

7 36 

6 16 11. 2.o 35 

---- 2 

13 ---- 

Tota____~l 

~9 

I, 115 
4s 

9 
59 
47 

3 "" 

45 -- I 179 
18 2 4 20 88 178 
. . . . . . . .  39 
. . . . . .  2 - -  

I . . . . . .  2 3 
I .... i -- 2 

. . . . . . . .  2 2 

. . . . . . . .  2 i . . . . . . . .  272 27 

. . . . . . . .  I 

. . . . . . . .  I" ]An ~ . . . . . . . .  ~ 5  

. . . . . .  6 5; 
95 13s5 2,126 

70 5 -- 119 257 785 
. . . . . . . .  17 19 

70 65 9 292 178 5 27 
35 ~ 4 ~47 

2 ---- 



Species 

Mourning Dove 
Barn Owl 
Screech Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 
Flicker 
Pileat ed Woodpecker 
Red-bellied Woodpeckex 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Yellow-bel. Sapsucker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Phoebe 
Horned Lark 
Blue Jay 
American Z'~gpie 
Crow 

Mc All Cat L0ch Tria Patu AcooWico Anne Susq Ch Gib Den Black Ocean 
Cool Co. Mt. Ravn Res xent keekmico Arun Flats ase Is. %on water Cit~ Total 

3 -- 96 161 40 40 -- i I 5 114 9 351 821 
-- Z i 2 
. . . .  ~ .... Z h 
- -  z n.  2 14 

i i . . . .  i . . . .  4 7 
2' I 5 I z ~ 7 3 5 ~ 38 

-- 2 I 2 6 46 15 38 Z I0 35 4 4 16 42 222 
6 2 2 - -  2 5 17 

6 36 16 45 2, "8 29 4 4 7 33 190 
25 2 -- -- i -- -- 28 

3 4 4 -- z ~ -- l -- 3 19 
z 2 2 z7 5 6 - -  "~ z9 1 - -  5 26 l o l  
9 48 13 6 22 61 20 28 Z 15 33 5 12 14 bZ 328 

Z 2 -- -- i I 8 2 17 32 
2 30 2 1 - -  13 61 I I  6~ 18~ 

- -  5 17 3' 87 237 35 4b 1 37 131 7 2Z 16 2 645 

"8 42 1640 89 3652 189 15 59 9 127 628 18 52 1750 261 8,539 
Fish Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
~ite-br. Nuthatch 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
House Wren 
Winter Wren 
Carolina Wrem 
Long-billed Marsh Wren 
Short-bill. Marsh Wren 
Mockingbird 
Catbird 
Brown T h r a s h e r  
R o b i n  
Hermit Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 

..... 21 5 3 . . . . . .  
"~ 15 . . . . . .  

21 7 55 Ib7 25 27 1 73 72 17 bb b~ 2h9 
7 46 7 -- 21 152 30 34 2 23 47 IO 16 12 65 
3 9 2 -- 9 5 Z 3 ZO -- 5 

2 -- I . . . . .  

-- 33 -- 
-- 5 ~ ~ 13 20 7 h -- 12 ~ -- F lh 17 

. . . .  

2 - -  6 7 z z - -  ? 12 2 - -  5 n 
12 14 7 3 ~ ~ 3 ;  55 - -  29 58 16 18 2z ~7 

zo . . . .  z 24 - -  
-~ -- 14 z 
3 Z 5 Z ~ 14 ]2 26 2 12 14 ]-8 14 5 16 

1 . . . . .  5 
-- 2 6 

-- 2 2 2 -- 37 -- 6 -- -- 24 -- 1 5h 635 
-- i -- 1 -- 3 3 6 -- 2 2 5 8 32 55 
-- 7 8 51 37 39 30 86 3 36 56 I0 36 17 24 

29 
24 

82L 
472 
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3 

33 
lO6 
4 

.54 
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15 
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6 
8 

763 
118 
~o 



Mc All Cat I~ch Tria Patu Acco Wico Anne Susq Ch Oib Den Black Ocean 
Species Cool Co. M~. Ravn Res xent keek Mico Arun Flats ase Is. ~on water City . Tota____ll 

Golden-crowned Kinglet  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
American Pipit 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Migrant Shrike 
Starling 
Myrtle Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Yellow-throat 
English Sparrow 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Red-wing 
Rusty Blackbird 
Boat-tailed Grackle 
Purple Grackle 
Cowb£rd 

Evening Grosbeak 
Purple Finch 
Pine Sis~tn 
Goldfinch 
Red-eyed Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Slate-colored Junco 
Tree Sparrow 

-- 2 30 46 20 5 -- 39 5 -- 7 h~ 39 237 
.... 1 7 -- 4 -- 2 2 5: 2 -- 2 25: 
. . . . .  . -- -- 25: -- 12 . . . . . . . .  I01 138 

-- 2 -- -- 5 i -- 39 27 . . . . .  3 77 

1 

51 106 307 3 2155 141 400 220 45: 2400 2838 38 338 224 945: lO,211 
4 1 9 12 178 12 94 63 126 16 IO 2040 1o75: 3j64o 

. . . .  I I 
h2 113 17o -- 188 -- I~ 78 9 400 394 30 118 I~6 232 i~948 

13o 5:7 5:0 270 -- 27 67 -- 153 295: 172o 2j769 
2 170 3075: -- 500000 1175 6580 402 511,404 

21 45: 41 -- 6 3 8 125: 
. . . .  3o ~o 

i 30 235 -- 50000 1 427 1 50j695: 
4 -- 

52 157 35: 14 44 84 5O 97 6 
- -  i 1 . . . . . . .  

4 3 3 1 -- 

7 12 1 19 25 48 i00 67 -- 
28 -- 32 -- 

i -- 6 

I 
123 352 5:1 49 281 685 25:0 155: 14 
20 308 136 30 201 26o 5 2 -- 

Chipping Sparrow 
F ie ld  Sparrow 1 -- 31 93 IO 75: 4 
1~%It e- crowned Sparmow 21 2 -b 
Whlte-throated Sparr~ 18 4 32 42 77 327 200 366 8 

Fox Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 2 1 113 1 I0 -- 
Song Sparrow 20 14 24 6 65 167 175:74 1 

300 67 -- 3o 214 656 1, 321 
88 312 43 39 82 288 1,191 
. . . .  11 1~ 
io lO 2 . . . . .  ~ 
-- -- I I 

151 171 30 35 63 171 900 
I 27 -- 12 27 lO9 236 

-- 7 26 52 92 

29 30 

~3 s38 ~02 150 ~ 575 3,as4 
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70 70 
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12 ~I 
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. . . .  27 27 
i0 47 5 -- 220 55: 464 
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Tot '- 29 6O 393 o 4 57 80 47 86 2 79 9332 87 11595 2495 1634 20117 24577 657,292 
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BALTIMORE ORIOLES IN MARYLAND IN WINTER 

H e r v e y  B r a c k b i l l  

T h e  f i r s t  B a l t i m o r e  O r i o l e s  ( I c t e r u s  g a l b u l a )  e v e r  s e e n  in M a r y -  
l a n d  in w i n t e r ,  a s  f a r  a s  p u b l i s h e d  r e c o r d s  s h o w ,  a p p e a r e d  in J a n u a r y  
1951 - a m a l e  a t  T o w s o n ,  B a l t i m o r e  C o u n t y ,  on J a n u a r y  4,  a n d  a f e m a l e  
in  the  W a l b r o o k  s e c t i o n  of B a l t i m o r e  C i t y  on  J a n u a r y  10; the  f e m a l e  
s t a y e d  on  t h r o u g h  F e b r u a r y  Z I. 

T h e  f i r s t  b i r d  w a s  r e p o r t e d  by Yack K a u f m a n n ,  of 531 P a r k  A v e -  
n u e ,  T o w s o n .  F r o m  i n d o o r s ,  Yack w a s  w a t c h i n g  a w i n d o w  f e e d i n g  s h e l f  
a t h i s h o m e  on J a n u a r y  4 w h e n  the  o r i o l e  a l i t  in a m a p l e  j u s t  a few y a r d s  
a w a y ,  a n d  fo r  a b o u t  h a l f  a . m i n u t e  m o v e d  a b o u t  t he  b r a n c h e s ,  e y e i n g  the  
f e e d e r  a s  if t e m p t e d  by  s u e t  t h e r e ;  t h e n  i t  f l ew  a w a y .  T h e r e  a r e  B a l t i -  
m o r e  O r i o l e s  a b o u t  h i s  h o m e  e v e r y  s u m m e r ,  Yack s a y s ,  a n d  s o  he  is  
q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e m ;  he  is  p o s i t i v e  of  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  m a l e .  

On J a n u a r y  10 I g a v e  an  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  T o w s o n  b i r d  in  t he  B a l t i -  
m o r e  E v e n i n g  Sun.  A s  a r e s u l t  I w a s  i n f o r m e d  of a f e m a l e  o r i o l e  w h i c h  
on t h a t  v e r y  m o r n i n g  b e g a n  v i s i t i n g  a s e c o n d - f l o o r  w i n d o w  f e e d i n g  
s h e l f  a t  t h e  h o m e  of C.  W a l t e r  L a n e ,  ZZ03 E l s i n o r  A v e n u e ,  In W a l b r o o k .  
E x c e p t  p o s s i b l y  on a s c a t t e r i n g  of d a y s  t h a t  f e l l  c h i e f l y  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  
of  e s p e c i a l l y  w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  t h i s  b i r d  a p p e a r e d  t h e r e  t h r o u g h  F e b r u a r y  
Z1 - u s u a l l y  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a day .  A s  a g u e s t  of  t he  L a n e s ,  I c o n f i r m e d  
t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  on J a n u a r y  14, s e e i n g  the  b i r d  t h r e e  t i m e s  b e t w e e n  

10:30 a . m .  an d  noon .  

S p e c i e s  C h a n g i n g  S t a t u s ;  W e a t h e r  

R e p o r t i n g  r e c e n t l y  (Auk 68: 1 0 8 - 1 1 0 ,  1951) s o m e  n e w  w i n t e r  o c -  
c u r r e n c e s  of t h e  B a l t i m o r e  O r i o l e  in G e o r g i a ,  and  d i s c u s s i n g  s u c h  o c -  
c u r r e n c e s  in t h a t  s t a t e  and  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  S t o d d a r d  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  b e -  
l i e f  t h a t  " t h e  w i n t e r i n g  h a b i t  i s  now e s t a b l i s h e d  in Sou th  C a r o l i n a "  a nd  
is  in t h e  p r o c e s s  of b e c o m i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  w h o l e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  of  
t h e  d e e p  S o u t h e a s t .  In c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f r e q u e n t  w i n -  
t e r  o c c u r r e n c e s ,  a t t e n t i o n  m a y b e  c a l l e d  t o  an  o r i o l e  s e e n  a t  M o u n t  Joy ,  
L a n c a s t e r  C o u n t y ,  P a . ,  on F e b r u a r y  4,  1951 (Bul l .  L a n c a s t e r  Co.  B i r d  
C l u b ,  ZZ: 10, 1951). 

S t o d d a r d  f i n d s  t h a t  in t he  S o u t h e a s t  " m a n y  of t he  o r i o l e s  a r e  f i r s t  
n o t e d  f o l l o w i n g  the  p a s s i n g  of  ' c o l d  f r o n t s ' ,  p o s s i b l y  f r o m  p o i n t s  t o  the  
n o r t h w e s t w a r d . "  T h i s  w i n t e r ' s  M a r y l a n d  o c c u r r e n c e s  do no t  f i t  in to  
s u c h  a p a t t e r n .  J a n u a r y  4, t he  d a y  the  T o w s o n  b i r d  w a s  s e e n ,  w a s  t he  
p e a k  d ay  of a w a r m  s p e l l ,  w i t h  a m a x i m u m  t e m p e r a t u r e  of  65 ° a n d  a 
m e a n  17 o a b o v e  n o r m a l ;  t h e r e  w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n o r t h w e s t  w i n d  t h a t  a v -  
e r a g e d  1Z m i l e s  an  h o u r .  J a n u a r y  10, t h e  d a y  of t h e  W a l b r o o k  b i r d ' s  
a r r i v a l ,  w a s ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  day  of a t w o - d a y  co ld  s n a p ,  b u t  the  w i n d s  
d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  had  b e e n  c h i e f l y  f r o m  s o u t h w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n s .  
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T a m e n e s s ;  F o o d  

O n t h e  f i r s t  v i s i t  I s a w  the  W a l b r o o k  b i r d  m a k e  to  t he  L a n e  f e e d e r  
it  s t a y e d  o n l y  a m i n u t e  o r  t w o ;  m o t i o n  b y  m e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w i n d o w  
p r o b a b l y  f r i g h t e n e d  i t  a w a y .  On t h e  o t h e r  t w o  v i s i t s ,  i t  f ed  f o r  f i v e  o r  
six minutes, and with such absorption that I was able to move cautious- 
ly up within one or two feet of it. This tameness was typical of it 
throughout the six weeks it was present, the Lanes said, and many of 

its visits to' the feeder were very much longer than those I saw. Rec- 
ords kept by Miss Mary E. Lane show that most of its visits were made 
i~ the morning, frequently as early as 7:30 o'clock. On its final day it 
"spent the day', being present until after 5 p.m. 

Suet and mixed seed are the foods normally used by the Lanes on 
their feeder. It was the suet that originally attracted the oriole, and 
except that Mrs. Lane believes that a sunflower seed was once opened, 
suet was the only food it was seen. to eat for some days. When, however, 
halved grapes were put out especially for it, these at t~nce became the 
preferred food; the oriole not only ate them as clean as it could by 
pecking at them, Mrs. Lane relates, but then took up the skins in its 
bill and worked them about until it had got out every last bit of flesh. 

Corn muffin, occasionally placed on the feeder, was also eaten. 

In eating suet, I noticed on my visit, the oriole generally picked 
at the lump with seemingly closed bill. Occasionally, though, 'it put its 
bill to the suet in a closed position, then spread the mandibles so that 
the tips scratched across the surface of the lump; Beecher not long ago 

(Wilson Bull., 6Z: 53, 1950) described this as the method used by the 
genus Icterus to obtain the juice of fruits and the nectar of flowers. By 
either method of eating, the bird scarcely scarred the raw suet, and it 
obtained this food only in minute portions. 

Relations with Other Birds 

Mrs. Lane states that the oriole frequently fought vigorously 
against English Sparrows (Passer domesticus) when these crowded it 
while swarming over the small feeder for seed. Miss Mary E. Lane 
also saw occasional slight tiffs with Cardinals (Richmondena cardinal- 
is). Toward the end of its stay, ~n particular, Mrs. Lane relates, the 
oriole was repeatedly attacked viciously by a Mockingbird (Mimus poly- 
glottos) that also liked the grapes and became domineering at the feeder. 
Once, she says, the Mockingbird pounced upon the oriole while it was 
eating on the tray, and twice it "knocked the oriole out of a nearby tree 
onto the ground." 

Eft is interesting that the first Maryland winter records for the 
Baltimore Oriole should be obtained in a year when an unusual number 
of stragglers were recorded from other northern states. In addition to 
the occurrences mentioned by Mr. Brackbill, single birds were report- 
ed to the Fish and Wildlife Service in late December, January or Feb- 
ruary from Newburyport, Mass., New London, Conn., Jamestown, Ball- 
ston Lake and Baldwin, N. Y.; Ridgewood, N. J., Richboro, Pa., Lex- 
ington, Va., and Youngstown, Ohio. -- Ed.~ 
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THE SEASON 

T H E  SEASON - M a r c h  a n d  A p r i l  1951 ( * )  

C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s  

T h e  w e a t h e r  s u m m a r y  s u p p l i e d  by  E d w i n  W i l l i s  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  
i s  t y p i c a l  fo r  t he  e n t i r e  S t a t e :  " N o r m a l ,  w i th  a s t e a d y  r i s e  f r o m  n e a r  
f r e e z i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  in e a r l y  M a r c h  to  w a r m  (75 °) t e m p e r a t u r e s  in 
l a t e  A p r i l .  T h e r e  w e r e  no s t o r m s  and f e w  t e m p e r a t u r e  w a v e s  to  b r e a k  
t h e  m o n o t o n y  of  the  w e a t h e r .  ~ W i n t e r  r e s i d e n t s  d e p a r t e d  a few d a y s  
e a r l y ,  e x c e p t  f o r  the  few s t r a g g l e r s  w h i c h  add  z e s t  to  the  s p r i n g  b i r d  
t r i p s  by r e m a i n i n g  up to  t h r e e  w e e k s  a f t e r  t he  o t h e r s  of t h e i r  s p e c i e s  
h a v e  d e p a r t e d .  A r r i v a l s  a v e r a g e d  abou t  on t i m e  for  the  p e r i o d  a s  a 
w h o l e .  

G r e b e s ,  H e r o n s .  S ince  the  h a r d  f r e e z e s  of the  p a s t  w i n t e r  d r o v e  
v i r t u a l l y  a l l  t he  g r e b e s  out of  the  h e a d  of  the  C h e s a p e a k e ,  t h i s  i s  an  
o p p o r t u n e  t i m e  to  p l a c e  on r e c o r d  s o m e  s p r i n g  a r r i v a l  d a t e s  of o u r  
c o m m o n  g r e b e s .  T h e  f i r s t  5 P i e d - b i l l e d  G r e b e s  w e r e  s e e n  on t h e  G u n -  
p o w d e r  R i v e r  on M a r c h  11 by  T h o m a s  A. Imhof ;  two  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  
s a m e  n u m b e r  w e r e  n o t e d  a t  P r e s t o n  in C a r o l i n e  Coun ty  by M a r v i n  H e w -  
i t t .  At M i d d l e  R i v e r ,  on the  o t h e r  hand ,  E d w i n  W i l l i s  d id  n o t  o b s e r v e  
h i s  f i r s t  one un t i l  M a r c h  26, t h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  H o r n e d  G r e b e  
a p p e a r e d .  F r a n k  C. C r o s s  and Se th  H. L o w  r e p o r t e d  the  f i r s t  i n l and  
H o r n e d  G r e b e s  at  S e n e c a  and  T r i a d e l p h i a  R e s e r v o i r  on A p r i l  8. Judge  
a n d  M r s .  W i l l i a m  L. H e n d e r s o n  n o t i c e d  the  f i r s t  H o r n e d  G r e b e  in 
b r e e d i n g  p l u m a g e  on l ~ a r c h  24 in E a s t e r n  Bay;  by A p r i l  11 a f l o c k  of 8 
h a d  e n t i r e l y  m o l t e d .  A m o n g  e a r l y  h e r o n  a r r i v a l s  w e r e  3 A m e r i c a n  
E g r e t s  a t  Den ton  on A p r i l  15 (Hewi t t ) ,  2 G r e e n  H e r o n s  in t he  F o r e s t  
G l e n  s e c t i o n  of  S i l v e r  S p r i n g  on A p r i l  17 ( C r o s s ) ,  a G r e e n  H e r o n  in 
F r e d e r i c k  Coun ty  on the  Z l s t  (M.O.S.  t r i p ) ,  and  an A m e r i c a n  B i t t e r n  a t  
T r i a d e l p h i a  R e s e r v o i r  on A p r i l  8 (Low).  

W a t e r f o w l .  T h e  W h i s t l i n g  Swan p o p u l a t i o n  in t he  G u n p o w d e r  R i v -  
e r  r o s e  f r o m  a low of  402 b i r d s  a t  the  h e i g h t  of  the  f r e e z e  to  2 ,500 on 
M a r c h  11. I m h o f  r e p o r t e d  a d r a m a t i c  e x o d u s  on t the  e v e n i n g  of M a r c h  
12, w h e n  16 f l o c k s  p a s s e d  o v e r  E d g e w o o d  b e t w e e n  8:00 and 10:10 p . m .  

~'*'~- " T h e  S e a s o n "  f o r  May t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  1951 wi l l  be s u m m a r i z e d  
in the M a r c h - A p r i l  1¢)52 i s s u e ;  J a n u a r y  t h r o u g h  A p r i l  195~- wi l l  
be  r e p o r t e d  in t h e  M a y - ~ u n e  i s s u e .  P r e v i o u s  p r a c t i c e  w i l l t h e n  
be  r e s u m e d :  May  t h r o u g h  A u g u s t  wi l l  be  c o v e r e d  in t h e  S e p t e m -  
b e r - O c t o b e r  i s s u e ,  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c t o b e r  in the  N o v e m b e r -  
D e c e m b e r  i s s u e ,  and  so on. 
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The Choptank River swans had gone by March 15, and a careful check 
of the Gunpowder and Bush Rivers on March 18 revealed only 945 re- 
maining. The principal northward flight of Canada Geese took place on 
April I. The previous summary gave high counts for species which 
reached a peak on the Gunpowder River during January or February. 
High counts for additional species in that area were obtained by Imhof 
during March as follows: 600 C~tnada Geese on March II, 15 Gadwall 
and 6,100 Baldpate on March 18, 50 Green-winged Teal on March 7, 

Z,950 Redheads on March 18 and 1,950 Coot on March 18. Ruddy Ducks 
gradually built up to a peak of about 300 on March 30 at Chalk Point in 
Anne Arundel County, then fell off; the last 50 were noted on April 23 
(E. ~ohn and Adele Besson). 

Hawks. Douglas Hackman reported minor flights over White 
Marsh on March 73 (13 birds in 5 hours) and March 31 (24 birds in 5 
hours). Red-shouldered and Sparrow Hawks predominated but 6 other 
species, including one Duck Hawk, were included. 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns. The earliest arrival dates report- 
ed for shorebirds this year were 7 Piping Plover at Assateague Island 
on A p r i l  14 (J. H. B u c k a l e w ) ,  I W i l s o n ' s  Sn ipe  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  o n M a r c h  
29 ( W i l l i s ) ,  a v e r y  e a r l y  S p o t t e d  S a n d p i p e r  a t  G i b s o n  I s l a n d  on  A p r i l  9 
( M r s .  H e n d e r s o n ) ,  a S o l i t a r y  S a n d p i p e r  on  G u n p o w d e r  N e c k ,  A p r i l  13, 
I G r e a t e r  Y e l l o w - l e g s  a t  T r i a d e l p h i a  R e s e r v o i r  and  5 a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  
on  A p r i l  8, 22 e a r l y  L e s s e r  Y e l l o w - l e g s  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  on  A p r i l  14, 
a P e c t o r a l  S a n d p i p e r  a t  t he  s a m e  15 l a c e  on  A p r i l  15 a n d  8 L e a s t  S a n d -  
p i p e r s  on  t he  28 th  ( W i l l i s ) .  W i l l i s  h a d  a t o t a l  of 53 W i l s o n ' s  Sn ipe  d u r -  
ing A p r i l ,  w i th  a m a x i m u m  c o u n t  of 11 on  t he  t h i r d .  Rod  S m i t h  a n d  T o m  
P a r t r i d g e  r e c o r d e d  I 00  s n i p e  a t  F r e d e r i c k  on M a r c h  17. G r e a t  B l a c k -  
b a c k e d  G u l l s  r e a c h e d  a p e a k  of 6 in  t h e  l o w e r  G u n p o w d e r  on M a r c h  3 
( I rnhof! .  T h e  f i r s t  t r a n s i e n t  B o n a p a r t e ' s  G u l l s  a p p e a r e d  on  M a r c h  24 a t  
C l a i b o r n e  (1), R o y a l  Oak  (5),  K e n t  N a r r o w s  (1),  a n d  M i d d l e  R i v e r  (7) 
( H e n d e r s o n s ,  W i l l i s ) .  C a s p i a n  T e r n  a r r i v a l s  w e r e  A p r i l  14 a t  M i d d l e  
R i v e r  ( p e a k  of 15 on A p r i l  29) ,  A p r i l  22 a t  O c e a n  C i t y  (Dav id  C u t l e r ) ,  

"and  A p r i l  23 a t  G i b s o n  I s l a n d  ( H e n d e r s o n s ) .  

W h i p - p o o r - w i l l s ,  S w i f t s ,  S a p s u c k e r s .  A W h i p - p o o r - w i l l  on  A p r i l  
15 w a s  a n  e a r l y  r e c o r d  f o r  G i b s o n  I s l a n d ;  in m o s t  p l a c e s ,  t h i s  s p e c i e s  
w a s  a l i t t l e  l a t e :  A p r i l  17 a t  P a t u x e n t  R e f u g e  ( L o i s  H o r n )  and  A p r i l  19 
a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s )  a r e  t h e  on ly  o t h e r  d a t e s  w o r t h  r e c o r d i n g .  C h i m -  
n e y  Swi f t s  a r r i v e d  on t i m e  on  t he  a v e r a g e ;  t he  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  w e r e  a t  
L a u r e l ,  A p r i l  10, F r e d e r i c k ,  A p r i l  13, a n d  G i b s o n  I s l a n d  ( w h e r e  r e m a r k -  
a b l y  a b u n d a n t  t h i s  y e a r ) ,  A p r i l  14. D o u g l a s  H a c k m a n  found  a l a t e  Y e l -  
l o w - b e l l i e d  S a p s u c k e r  a t  W h i t e  M a r s h  on  A p r i l  30. 

P e r c h i n g  B i r d s .  T h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  t a b l e  s h o w s  c o m p a r a t i v e  a r -  
r i v a l  d a t e s  a t  8 l o c a l i t i e s  f o r  s e l e c t e d  M a r c h  a n d  A p r i l  m i g r a n t s .  T h e  
L a k e  R o l a n d  r e c o r d s  w e r e  f u r n i s h e d  by M r s .  R o b e r t  K a e s t n e r ;  M i d d l e  
R i v e r  by  E d w i n  W i l l i s ;  S i l v e r  S p r i n g  by  F r a n k  C r o s s ,  J o h n  F a l e s  a n d  
J a m e s  D e r b y ;  P a t u x e n t  R e f u g e  by  R o b b i n s ,  S t e w a r t ,  Low,  L l e w e l l y n ,  

M a r t i n ,  M r s .  H o r n ,  a n d  M r .  a n d  M r s .  C l a r k  W e b s t e r ;  S o u t h e r n  M a r y -  
l a n d  ( C h a r l e s  a n d  St. M a r y s  C o u n t i e s )  by C a t h e r i n e  C r o n e ,  D r .  H a r r i -  
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Table I. First arrival dates, 1951 

Lake Mid. 
Species Rold. River 

Eastern Kingbird 511 4/28 
CrestedFlycatchr 5/3 4/30 
Tree Swallow 0 4/6 
Barn Swallow 418 
Purple Martin 0 3/29 
House Wren 4/24 4/21 
Catbird 5/1 4/26 
Brown Thrasher 4/24 4/7 
Wood Thrush 4/30 4/23 
Blue-gr.Gnatcat. 0 4/27 
White-eyed Vireo 5/8 5/1 
Yell.-thr. Vireo 4/26 5/10 
: Blue-headed Vireo 4/26 4/20 
Red-eyed Vireo 4/30 5/2 
Bl.&Wh. Warbler 5/1 4/19 
Prothon. Warbler 5/2 5/26 
Parula Warbler 5/2 5/2 
Yellow Warbler 4/26 4126 
Blk.-Thr.Green W. 4130 0 
Pine Warbler 0 0 
Prairie Warbler 4130 4130 

4 8  4 8  Yell°wPalmWblr" ~380 4~286 
Oven-bird 
La.Water-thrush 4/17 0 
Yellow-thr oat 5/1 4/25 
Hooded Warbler 4/30 5/8 
Amer. Redstart 4/26 4/30 
,Grasshopper Spar. 4115 4/13 
Vesper Sparrow 3117 4/7 
Chipping Sparrow 4/24 4/2 

Silv. Patu- 
Sprg. xent 

4125 
513 4128 

3125 

4/11 3/26 
4126 4/12 
4/29 4/29 
4/7 3/31 
4/26 4/29 
4/14 4/10 

4/24 
4/27 4/22 

0 4126 
4/26 4/26, 
4/Zl 14/24 

519 
4/27 4/zz 
515 i4/29 
4/29 4/29 
3/25 3/3o 
515 4125 

4/13 
4/26 4/24 
4/6 4/8 
4/24 4/30 
4/26 4/28 
4/26 4/26 

4/26 
3/30 

4/12 ~30 

Sn. Gibson Caro- Poco. 
Md. Is. line moke 

4/zz 4/26 4/29 
4/I 4/29 

4/1 4/23 3/23 2/25 
4~ 418 
4110 

4127 4/3 4123 41Zl 
4/27 3/26 4/26 
4/1 3~ 4/a 
4127 6 i4~ 
411 4117 ,416 
4--~2 4125 4_~ 
4/27 4/26 4/27 4/21 

0 4/22 0 0 
4/27 4128 
4122 4/17 4/26 4 ~  
4/27 4/25 ~4 8 
4122 4121 4125 4_~i-5 

4/21 4/26 
4/27 0 
4/1 ~ 4/9 

i4/22 4/26 4128 
4/12 0 

4/27 4/29 4/21 4/21 
4/1 4/6 
4127 4125 4123 4/zl 
4/27 4/24 
4127 513 
4/27 4125 4/8 

4/12 3/1 
4/7 3/31 

son F. Lewis and Robbins; Gibson Island by Mrs. Vera Henderson; Car- 
oline County by Mr. and Mrs. A. 3". Fletcher, Marvin Hewitt, A. May 
Thompson and Bob Maloney; and Pocomoke River (including Ocean City) 
by John H. Buckalew, E. O. Mellinger, and David A. Cutler. Under- 
scored dates are the earliest for Maryland this year. A zero indicates 
that the species was not recorded at all during this period, while a 
blank signifies that no significant arrival date was obtained. 

The areas are arranged from northwest to southeast, so that the 
majority of species arri:ve progressively later as one reads fromright 
to left. This progression occupies a period of over a month for some 
of the earliest migrants such as the Tree Swallow, and for birds such 
as the Prothonotary Warbler which are approaching the northern limit 
of their breeding range. On the other hand, the difference amounts to 
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l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  a w e e k  fo r  s e v e r a l  of t h e  l a t e  A p r i l  m i g r a n t s .  If t h e  
w e s t e r n  c o u n t i e s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  a g r e a t e r  d i f f e r e n c e  wou l4  r e s u l t .  
S t i l l  m o r e  s t r i k i n g  would  be the  lag  b e t w e e n  a r r i v a l  d a t e s  f o r  s p e c i e s  
s u c h  a s  the  B l u e - h e a d e d  V i r e o ,  w h i c h  r e a c h  us  v ia  the  M i s s i s s i p p i  V a l -  
l ey  and  A p p a l a c h i a n s  r a t h e r  t han  a long  the  G o a s t a l P l a i n ;  no te  t ha t  t h i s  
v i r e o  w a s  not  r e c o r d e d  at  a l l  in s o u t h e r n  M a r y l a n d  or  on the  E a s t e r n  
S h o r e .  

R a v e n s :  C r e e p e r s ,  W r e n s ,  S h r i k e s .  E s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  n o t e s  
on  t h e s e  g r o u p s  w e r e :  a R a v e n  o v e r  S ide l ing  Hi l l  on A p r i l  6 ( C h a r l e s  O 
H a n d l e y ,  Yr.); l a t e  B r o w n  C r e e p e r s  a t  Snow Hi l l  on A p r i l  21 ( B u c k a l e w  
and  M e l l i n g e r )  and  a t  G a r l a n d  L a k e ,  C a r o l i n e  Co u n t y ,  on A p r i l  9 (Dun-  
c a n  M c I n t o s h ) ;  a l a t e  and  s o u t h e r n  r e c o r d  fo r  t he  N o r t h e r n  S h r i k e  a t  
P o c o m o k e  City on M a r c h  5 and  10 ( B u c k a l e w ) ,  and  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  
n e a r  C o n o c o c h e a g u e  C r e e k ,  W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y ,  M a r c h  7 ( M r s .  R. S. 
Stauffer); and a good flight of Migrant Shrikes with a peak count of 22 in 
one day on the lower Eastern Shore (Buckalew). 

Orioles. In view of the winter records for the Baltimore Oriole 
this year, it seems likely that a female bird which frequented the feed- 
ing shelf of Mrs. Wilson Shaffer in Baltimore from April 12 on was ac- 
tually a winter survivor rather than an exceptionally early spring mi- 
grant; the first bona flde migrant was seen at Denton on April 28 (A. 
May Thompson). Early records of the Orchard Oriole were obtained on 
April Z6 at Garland Lake (Roberta Fletcher) and Gibson Island (earliest 
local record, Mrs. Henderson). 

WINTERING SORA R A I L  AT C E D A R  P O I N T ,  C H A R L E S  COUNTY 

Up unt i l  t he  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  only  two  w i n t e r  r e c o r d s  
of  t he  Soa Ra i l  ( P o r z a n a  c a r o l i n a )  in M a r y l a n d  w e s t  of C h e s a p e a k e  
Bay .  Both  of th 'ese  r e c o r d s ,  v e r i f i e d  by  c o l l e c t e d  s p e c i m e n s ,  w e r e  
m a d e  by J a m e s  Ho l ton  in C a n t o n ,  B a l t i m o r e  Coun ty ;  the f i r s t  on De-  
c e m b e r  26, 1890, and the  s e c o n d  on J a n u a r y  2g, 1895 ( K i r k w o o d ,  A L i s t  
of the  B i r d s  of M a r y l a n d ,  T r a n s . M d . A c a d . S c i .  2: 241 -382 ,  1895). 

On D e c e m b e r  31, 1950, h o w e v e r ,  a S o f a  R a i l  w a s  h e a r d  a t  C e d a r  
P o i n t ,  a p a r t  of the a r e a  c o v e r e d  in t he  W i c o m i c o  C h r i s t m a s  Count .  
B e i n g  t h o r o u g h l y  f a m i l i a r  w i th  the  S q r a ' s  c a l l s ,  and be ing  a w a r e  of t he  
f a c t  t h a t  the  b i r d  is  r a r e  in w i n t e r ,  I i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  S o r a  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  it 
c h i p  two  t i m e s  and t h e n  c o n f i r m e d  m y  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  upon h e a r i n g  the  
w h i n n y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  only  of t h i s  b i r d .  

The  f i f t y - f i v e  y e a r  l a p s e  b e t w e e n  the  l a t e s t  r e c o r d  and the  p r e s e n t  
one  is  no c r i t e r i o n ,  in m y  op in ion ,  of t he  w i n t e r  o c c u r e n c e  of t he  S o f a  
w e s t  of C h e s a p e a k e  Bay .  T h e  C h r i s t m a s  Coun t  a t  B l a c k w a t e r  Re fu g e  
and  E l l i o t t  I s l a n d  in 1949, s h o w i n g  the  p r e s e n c e  of t h r e e  S o r a s ,  and  the  
1950 C h r i s t m a s  Count  of t ha t  s a m e  a r e a ,  a l s o  s h o w i n g  t h r e e  S o r a  R a i l s ,  
a r e  a good  i n d i c a t i o n  of the  S o r a ' s  r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  o c c u l m n c e  on the  
l o w e r  E a s t e r n  S h o r e  of M a r y l a n d .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  c o v e r a g e  of 
t he  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  found  w e s t  of C h e s a p e a k e  Bay  wi l l  r e s u l t  in b e t t e r  
k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  S o r a  R a i l  in w i n t e r .  

C h a r l e s  H. M a y h o o d  
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FIRST KITTIWAKE SPECIMEN FOR hiARYLAND 

During the winter of 1951 while conducting a survey to determine 
the number of dead birds that wash up onto the coastal beaches of New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland, I came upon a fresh carcass which 
adds a new species to the list of Maryland birds. My party hiked the 

coastline from Rehobeth, Delaware to Ocean City, Maryland on March 
4, 1951, operating from two cars, and letting observers off at one-mile 
intervals. Several miles north of Ocean City, I picked up an adult fe- 
male Atlantic Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla tridactyla), subspecifically i- 

dentified by Mr. James Bond of the Academy of Natural Science of Phil- 
adelphia. The bird was lying near the high tide line in perfect condition 
and probably had been washed ashore within a few days of the date of 
finding. The skin, which was preserved, constitutes the first Maryland 
specimen. On the same day, two other adult Kittiwakes were foundnear 
Rehobeth, Delaware, and on the previous weekend, we had found two ad- 
ults at Seaside Heights, New Jersey. No oil marks were found on any 
of the birds, so it is possible that a storm at sea accounted for their 

death. 
David A. Cutler 

BOB-WHITE SEEK SHELTER IN WOODCHUCK HOLE 

W h i l e  I w a s  b o x - t r a p p i n g  r a b b i t s  d u r i n g  the  p a s t  w i n t e r  I f r e q u e n t -  
ly  s a w  a c o v e y  of n i n e  B o b - w h i t e  ( C o l i n u s  v i r g i n ~ a n u s )  f e e d i n g  a l o n g  a 
f e n c e  r o w  n e a r  F r e d e r i c k ,  M a r y l a n d .  A t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  I m a r v e l e d  o v e r  
t h e  g r e a t  s p e e d  wi th  w h i c h  the  e n t i r e  c o v e y  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  s i g h t  a s  I 
a p p r o a c h e d .  T h e y  r a n  in to  a c l u m p  of g r a s s  a n d  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  s e e m e d  
t o  v a n i s h  in to  t h i n  a i r .  U p o n  c l o s e r  o b s e r v a n c e  of t h e  c l u m p  on J a n u a r y  
7 ,  1951,  I f o u n d  t h a t  c o n c e a l e d  w i t h i n  it w a s  a w o o d c h u c k  h o l e .  A s s u m -  
i ng  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  w h e r e  m y  c o v e y  h a d  g o n e ,  I s a t  d o w n  n e a r b y a n d  w a i t e d  
a b o u t  t e n  m i n u t e s .  P r e s e n t l y ,  ou t  r a n  t h e  n i n e  q u a i l  f r o m  t h e  m o u t h  of  
t h e  h o l e .  T h i s  c a m e  a s  q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e  to  m e  a s  I h a v e  h u n t e d  q u i t e  a 
b i t  an d  n e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  s u c h  a s  t h i s .  W h e n  I i n q u i r e d  a r o u n d  t o w n ,  
many sportsmen said they had seen sirnilar incidents. 

Rodgers Tull Smith 

A P R I L  15: K4EXICO F A R M S .  T e n  a d u l t  m e m b e r s  of  the  A l l e g a n y  
B i r d  C l u b  m e t  a t  two  o ' c l o c k  fo r  a wa lk  a l o n g  t h e  o ld  C. & O. c a n a l .  
M i s s  N a n  L i v i n g s t o n e  w a s  t he  l e a d e r .  A b r i s k  wind  m a y  a c c o u n t  fo r  t he  
f a c t  t h a t  we s a w  o n ly  t h i r t e e n  s p e c i e s  of  b i r d s .  T h e y  i n c l u d e d  a n  A m e r -  

i c a n  B i t t e r n  a n d  a B l a c k  a n d  Whi t e  W a r b l e r .  A d e l e  E. M a l c o l m .  

A P R I L  Zl :  L I N G A N O R E  AND R E I C H ' S  F O R D .  F o u r t e e n  m e m b e r s  
of  the F r e d e r i c k  B r a n c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of Rod  S m i t h  a nd  M i s s  
S a r a h  Q u i n n ,  o b s e r v e d  30 s p e c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  G r e e n  H e r o n ,  B l a c k - c r o w n e d  
N i g h t  H e r o n ,  Sp o t t ed  S a n d p i p e r ,  H o u s e  W r e n ,  O s p r e y  a nd  R u b y - c ' r o w n e d  
K i n g l e t .  


