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THE LAST MARYLAND FLIGHT OF THE 

PASSENGER PIGEON 

E d w a r d  R. G r a n t  

A l t h o u g h  I m a y  no t  be t h e  only  m a n  a l i v e  w h o  h a s  s e e n  P a s s e n g e r  
P i g e o n s  ( E s t o p i s t e s  m i g r a t o r i u s )  in  M a r y l a n d ,  I e x p e c t  I a m  t h e  on ly  
p e r s o n  w h ¢  c a n  g ive  an  e y e - w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t  of t he  l a s t  big f l i g h t  and  
t h e  d i s a s t e r  w h i c h  b e f e l l  it. 

I w a s  b o r n  and r e a r e d  at  F r a n k l i n  Hi l l ,  a f e w  m i l e s  n o r t h  of  
W e s t e r n p o r t  a t  t he  b a s e  of t he  A l l e g h e n y  P l a t e a u  in A l l e g a n y  C o u n t y ,  
M a r y l a n d .  My e a r l i e s t  m e m o r i e s  of  t he  P a s s e n g e r  P i g e o n ,  o r  Wi ld  
P i g e o n ,  a s  we a l w a y s  c a l l e d  i t ,  da t e  b a c k  to  the  e a r l y  1870"s. At  t h a t  
t i m e  t h i s  s p e c i e s  w a s  a r e g u l a r  s p r i n g  and  f a l l  m i g r a n t  in A l l e g a n y  
Coun ty .  It n o r m a l l y  a r r i v e d  f r o m t h e  South in abou t  t he  m i d d l e  of  A p r i l .  
T h e  r e t u r n  f l i gh t  took  p l a c e  d u r i n g  Ind i an  S u m m e r ;  I s u p p o s e  t h i s w o u l d  
m a k e  it abou t  t he  f i r s t  h a l f  of O c t o b e r .  I a l w a y s  s a w  f e w e r  in  t he  f a l l  
t h a n  in s p r i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  l e f t  in s c a t t e r e d  b u n c h e s  and  r e t u r n e d  in 
a ,  s o  to  s a y ,  c o n c e n t r a t e d  body .  I c anno t  r e c a l l  h a v i n g  h e a r d  a n y  o n e 
s a y  d u r i n g  m y  c h i l d h o o d  d a y s  or  s i n c e ,  t h a t  the  Wild P i g e o n  h a d  a 
f i x e d  i n t u i t i o n  to  r e t u r n  f r o m  the  South on  a c e r t a i n  f e a s t  d a y ,  a s  t he  
C a p i s t r a n o  s w a l l o w s  a r e  r e p u t e d  to  do.  

To m y  k n o w l e d g e  the  Wild P i g e o n  d id  no t  r e a r  i t s  young  in A l l e -  
g a n y  C oun ty  in t he  ' 7 0 ' s .  In t h o s e  p a r t s  of G a r r e t t  Coun ty  w i t h  w h i c h  I 
w a s  f a m i l i a r - - t h e  a r e a s  a r o u n d  D e e r  P a r k ,  M o u n t a i n  L a k e  P a r k ,  O a k -  
l a n d  and G r a n t s v i l l e - - t h e  Wild  P i g e o n  n e s t e d  e a c h  s u m m e r .  But  t h e y  
w e r e  not  found  a r o u n d  t h e  t o w n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  on ly  b a c k  in t h e  n e a r b y  
w o o d s .  I b e l i e v e  t h e s e  b i r d s  w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  to  G a r r e t t  C o u n t y  by  the  
a b u n d a n c e  of f a r m  l a n d ,  w h i c h  s u p p l i e d  t h e  g r a i n  w h i c h  f o r m e d  s u c h  an  
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of  t h e i r  d i e t .  A c o r n s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  a l s o  r e l i s h e d ,  w e r e  
found  in a b u n d a n c e  in s u r r o u n d i n g  w o o d l a n d .  S o m e  Wild P i g e o n s  n e s t e d  
in a d j a c e n t  M i n e r a l  C o u n t y ,  W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  bu t  e v i d e n t l y  t he  l i m i t e d  
a c r e a g e  of  f a r m  land  in A l l e g a n y  Coun ty  m a d e  t h i s  p a r t  of M a r y l a n d  
u n a t t r a c t i v e  to t h e  Wild  P i g e o n  d u r i n g  the  b r e e d i n g  s e a s o n .  

The  P i g e o n s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  l e a n  w h e n  t h e y  f i r s t  a r r i v e d  in t h e  
s p r i n g t i m e ,  but  t h e y  q u i c k l y  pu t  on w e i g h t .  W h e n  t h e y  w e r e  w e l l  f e d u p ,  
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m y  f a t h e r ,  P a t r i c k  G r a n t ,  w o u l d  go out  and  s h o o t  a b o u t  a d o z e n .  I 
w e l l  r e m e m b e r  h i s  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  a s u c c e s s f u l  h u n t  in  t h e  F r a n k l i n  
a r e a ,  l a y i n g  h i s  d o z e n  p l u m p  b i r d s  on  t h e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e ,  a n d  s a y i n g  t o  
m y  m o t h e r :  " R o s e y ,  p i c k  out  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  a n d  g ive  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  t o  
t h e  n e i g h b o r s . "  M y  two  b r o t h e r s  and  I a l w a y s  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  a 
p i g e o n  m e a l ;  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  f i n e s t  k i n d  of e a t i n g .  

At  t i m e s ,  F a t h e r  w o u l d  b r i n g  h o m e  a Wi ld  T u r k e y ,  w h i c h  h e  a l w a y s  
o b t a i n e d  b y  a n  i n g e n i o u s  m e t h o d  of i m i t a t i n g  t he  m a t i n g  c a l l  of  t h e  f e -  
m a l e ,  a n d  t h u s  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  m a l e  to  w h e r e  h e  w a s  h i d i n g .  H i s  t u r k e y  
c a l l e r  c o n s i s t e d  of  a p o i n t e d  i r o n  r o d  m a d e  f r o m  a f i l e ,  a n d  i m b e d d e d  

in  a h a l f  c o c o n u t  s h e l l  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  
in  t h e  p a l m  of t he  r i g h t  h a n d .  T h e t u r -  
k e y  i m i t a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  by  s t r i k i n g  t h e  
p o i n t e d  t ip  of  t h e  f i l e  a g a i n s t  a p i e c e  
of s o a p s t o n e  in  t h e  l e f t  h a n d .  

F a t h e r  l a s t  w e n t  h u n t i n g  in  No-  
v e m b e r  1873. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  w e  

"~ moved a few miles north to Phoenix 

Foot, which is three miles southwest 

of Barton, Allegany County. Mother 
became quite ill in the early winter of 
1875-76, and it became necessary for 

her to live with relatives in Barton in 

,,~. ~: o r d e r  %o be  n e a r  a d o c t o r .  
. ~. 
~ On New Years Day in 1876, I 

walked from Phoenix Foot up to Bar- 

weather all through December, and 

, : ~ ; t h e  f i r s t  d a y  of t he  n e w  y e a r  w a s  w a r m  
and  s u n n y - - s o  w a r m  t h a t  I w a s  d r e s s e d  
in  s u m m e r  c l o t h e s .  At  a b o u t  1 :30  o r  
2 o'clock in the afternoon, when I was 

M r .  E d w a r d  R. G r a n t  a b o u t  h a l f  w a y  b e t w e e n  P h o e n i x  F o o t  
a n d  M o r r i s o n ' s  M i l l ,  a s t r a n g e  s h a d -  
ow s u d d e n l y  e n g u l f e d  m e .  L o o k i n g  u p ,  

I w a s  a s t o n i s h e d  to  s e e  a t r e m e n d o u s  f l o c k  of  Wi ld  P i g e o n s  f l y i n g  t o -  
w a r d  t h e  w e s t .  Had  t h i s  e v e n t  t a k e n  p l a c e  in  A p r i l  i n s t e a d  of J a n u a r y ,  I 
w o u l d  s t i l l  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t l y  i m p r e s s e d  due  to  t h e  l a r g e  s i z e  of  t h e  
f l ock .  It w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  I e v e r  s a w .  B u t  w h a t  w e r e  t h e s e  
b i r d s  d o i n g  in  M a r y l a n d  in  t h e  d e a d  of w i n t e r .  A s  I w a t c h e d  t h e  f l o c k  
in  a m a z e m e n t ,  t h e  b i r d s  c o n t i n u e d  to  c o m e ,  in  a d e n s e  b a n d  w h i c h  a s  I 
r e c a l l  w a s  a b o u t  75 t o  100 f e e t  w i d e .  T h e  f l o c k  s t r e t c h e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  
f o r  s o m e t h i n g  b e t w e e n  o n e - e ~ g h t h  and  o n e - q u a r t e r  of  a m i l e ,  a n d  c o n -  
t a i n e d  t h o u s a n d s  an d  t h o u s a n d s  of b i r d s .  T h e y  f l e w  r a p i d l y  w e s t w a r d  
a n d  s o o n  d i s a p p e a r e d  o v e r  P h o e n i x  H i l l  in  G a r r e t t  C o u n t y .  D u r i n g  t h e  
r e m a i n i n g  two  m i l e s  to  B a r t o n  I w a t c h e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f l o c k s  of W i ld  

P i g e o n s ,  bu t  n o  o t h e r s  a p p e a r e d .  



M a r .  - D e c . ,  1951 M A R Y L A N D  BIRI~LIFE  29 

The  w e a t h e r  r e m a i n e d  
m i l d  un t i l  l a t e  F e b r u a r y .  T h e n  
s e v e r e  co ld  and  s n o w y  w e a t h e r  
c a m e .  I f e a r e d  t h a t  any  Wild  
P i g e o n s  t h a t  w e r e  in G a r r e ~  
C o u n t y  at  t h a t  t i m e  m u s t  h a v e  
p e r i s h e d ,  a l t h o u g h  I d id  no t  r e a d  
in t h e  p a p e r  t h a t  any d e a d  o n e s  
h a d  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  found.  In the  
f a l l  of  "1876 I w a t c h e d  in  v a i n  fo r  
an  a u t u m n a l  f l igh t ;  and  l i k e w i s e ,  
~ lur ing  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  s p r i n g s  I 
w a s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  in no t  s e e i n g  
any  m o r e  Wild  P i g e o n s .  

I have read (Coues and  
Prentiss, A v i f a u n a  Colu_mbiana,  
Bul l .  U.S. Nat .  Ivius. Z6: 90-91,  
1883') t h a t  t h e  l a s t  l a r g e  f l o c k  
s e e n  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  W a s h i n g -  
t on ,  D . C . ,  w a s  in  abou t  1858 o r  
1859. T h e  only  M a r y l a n d  r e c  
o r d s  I c a n  f ind s i n c e  t h e  f l i g h t  I 
o b s e r v e d  w e r e  s m a l l  f l o c k s  n e a r  
J e f f e r s o n  and  L a u r e l ,  b o t h  in  t he  
f a l l  of  1 889. 

It i s  a t e r r i b l e  s h a m e  t h a t  
s u c h  a f ine  b i r d  s h o u l d  h a v e  d i s -  
a p p e a r e d ,  n e v e r  t o  r e t u r n .  L e t  
u s  a l l  s t r i v e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  b e t t e r  
p r o t e c t i o n  of  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  
so  t h a t  no o t h e r  s h a l l  f o l l o w  t h e  
f a t e f u l  p a t h  of t he  Wild  P i g e o n .  

Local i ty  in sou thwes te rn  Allegany County 
where  Mr.  Gran t  observed  the fl ight 

of P a s s e r n g e r  P igeons  in lfl76 

G O L D E N - C R O W N E D  K I N G L E T S  SIP  M A P L E  SAP 

It h a p p e n e d  at  C h a l k  P o i n t ,  Anne  A r u n d e l  C o u n t y ,  M a r y l a n d .  On a 
c r i s p ,  w i n d y ,  and  s u n n y  day  in  M a r c h  1951, w h i l e  s a w i n g  s o m e  s t o v e  
w o o d ,  m o v i n g  s h a d o w s  a t t r a c t e d  m y  a t t e n t i o n .  L o o k i n g  up,  I s a w  t w o  
G o l d e n - c r o w n e d  K i n g l e t s  ( R e g u l u s  s a t r a p s )  f l i t t i n g  abou t  the  b r a n c h e s  
of  a r e d  m a p l e  t r e e .  Soon t h e y  l a n d e d  on the  t r u n k ,  w i t h i n  s i x  f e e t  of  
m e ,  and  b e g a n  to  s ip  m a p l e  s a p  f r o m  s o m e  h o l e s  l e f t  by  w o o d p e c k e r s ,  
a l l  t h e  t i m e  u t t e r i n g  t h e i r  h i g h  n o t e s  of " z e e "  o~ " t s e e ' .  T h e y  w e r e  
v e r y  f r i e n d l y ,  and  s t a y e d  qu i t e  a w h i l e  e x a m i n i n g  the  v a r i o u s  w o o d p e c k e r  
h o l e s  in t h e  t r e e  t r u n k .  Be on y o u r  g u a r d ,  and n e x t  y e a r  w h e n  the  m a p l e  
s a p  s t a r t s  t o  r u n  f r o m  w o o d p e c k e r  h o l e s ,  w a t c h  to  s e e  w h e t h e r  o t h e r  s p e -  
c i e s  s h a r e  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e e d i n g  hab i t .  

E. J o h n  B e s s o n  
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R E P O R T  ON BIRD D A Y -  1950 

C o m p i l e d  by  H a v e n  Kolb  

M a y  6, 1950 - B i r d  Day  - w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  l i n g e r  long in t he  m e m o -  
r i e s  of t h e  m a n y  o b s e r v e r s  who took  p a r t  in t h i s  a n n u a l  e v e n t .  N e v e r  
b e f o r e  h a v e  t h e r e  b e e n  so  m a n y  h u m a n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and  it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
it  wi l l  be  a l ong  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e r e  wi l l  a g a i n  be  so  m a n y  b i r d s  t o  g r e e t  
t h e m .  Due to  a c o m b i n a t i o n  of  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h i c h  h e l d  m a n y  n o r t h e r n  
b i r d s  l a t e  in o u r  l a t i t u d e  w h i l e  r e l e a s i n g  upon  us  a p e n t - u p  f l o o d  of d e -  
l a y e d  m i g r a n t s  f r o m  the  s o u t h ,  o b s e r v e r  a f t e r  o b s e r v e r  w a s  l ed  to  c o m -  
m e n t  on the  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  v a r i e t y  and a b u n d a n c e  of b i r d s  ( s e e  R o b b i n s ,  
T h e  S e a s o n ,  M a r y l a n d  B i r d l i f e ,  6: 47,  1950). In m o s t  p a r t s  of t he  S ta te  
t h e  day  b e g a n  r a t h e r  u n p r o m i s i n g l y  w i t h  fog and  m i s t ,  but  t h e  a u r a l  
b i r d e r  n o t e d  u n u s u a l  s t i r r i n g s  b e h i n d  t h e  w h i t e  c u r t a i n .  When  t h e  a i r  
c l e a r e d  abou t  m i d - m o r n i n g  and  t h e  b i n o c u l a r  b r i g a d e  c o u l d  go  to  w o r k ,  
l i s t s  b e g a n  to s h a p e  up  r a p i d l y .  In s o m e  l o c a l i t i e s  t h e r e  w a s  an  a f t e r -  
n o o n  i n t e r r u p t i o n  due to s t o r m s ,  but  t h o s e  who  r o d e  it out c o n t i n u e d  to  
a d d  new s p e c i e s  to  t h e i r  t a l l y - c a r d s  l a t e  in to  t he  e v e n i n g .  

T h i r t y - t h r e e  r e p o r t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  12 c o u n t i e s  and  
B a l t i m o r e  Ci ty .  On t h e s e  l i s t s  193 s p e c i e s  w e r e  t a l l i e d ,  no t  f a r  f r o m  
t w o - t h l r d s  of t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  f r o m  the  S ta te .  
On ly  two of t h e s e ,  t h e  M a r b l e d  Godwi t  a n d  D i c k c i s s e l ,  cou ld  he  c o n s i d -  
e r e d  g r e a t  r a r i t i e s  in t h e i r  l o c a l i t i e s .  On  the  o t h e r  hand  s o m e  no t  u n -  
c o m m o n  b i r d s  l ike  t h e  B lue  G r o s b e a k  w e r e  m i s s e d .  L a c k  of  c o v e r a g e  
a l o n g  t h e  o c e a n  b e a c h  and  f i a t s  r e s u l t e d  in a p o o r  s h o w i n g  of s p e c i e s  
p r e f e r r i n g  s u c h  h a b i t a t s .  No b i r d s  w e r e  s e e n  in v e r y  g r e a t  n u m b e r s ,  
f o r  the  s e a s o n  of l a r g e  m i g r a t i n g  f l o c k s  of b l a c k b i r d s  a n d  w a t e r f o w l  
w a s  p a s t ,  but s o m e  r a t h e r  h igh  c o u n t s  of n o n - f l o c k i n g  s p e c i e s  ~were 
m a d e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  105 Y e l l o w - t h r o a t s  and 112 P a r u l a  W a r b l e r s  a t  
P a t u x e n t ,  69 C a t b i r d s  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r ,  and  33 H o u s e  W r e n s  a t  R o s e d a l e .  
S o m e  l a r g e  c o u n t s  of  Blue  3ays  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the  m i g r a t i o n ,  u s u a l  in 
e a r l y  M a y ,  w a s  t a k i n g . p l a c e  a t  t he  t i m e  of  t h e s e  c o u n t s .  T h e  G o l d f i n c h  
w a s  the  m o s t  a b u n d a n t  b i r d  c o u n t e d ,  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 1184 i n d i v i d u a l s  on 
t h e  14 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l i s t s .  The l a r g e s t  l i s t  w a s  t h a t  of R o b b i n s  and  
S p r i n g e r  at  t he  P a t u x e n t  R e f u g e  w i t h  123 s p e c i e s .  T h e  p o o r  s h o w i n g  of  
t he  W h i t e - b r e a s t e d  N u t h a t c h  is n o t e w o r t h y .  Only  3 of  the  14 m o s t  r e p -  
r e s e n t a t i v e  l i s t s  r e c o r d e d  t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  and t o  a t o t a l  of on ly  5 b i r d s .  
T h i s  p a u c i t y  w a s  b o r n e  out  by t h e  o t h e r  l i s t s ,  w h i c h  a l s o  s h o w e d  v e r y  
f e w  r e c o r d s .  Yet  t he  T u f t e d  T i t m o u s e  w h i c h  s h a r e s  the  s a m e  h a b i t a t  
w a s  r e c o r d e d  in good  n u m b e r s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  n u t h a t c h  w a s  no t  
m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  i t s  h a b i t a t  w a s  n e g l e c t e d .  In g e n e r a l ,  t o t a l s  f o r  i n d i -  
v i d u a l s  of  m a n y  s p e c i e s ,  a s  d e r i v e d  f~orn the  s u m m a t i o n  of  t h e  14 m o s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  r e p o r t s ,  w e r e  qui te  i m p r e s s i v e .  S tudy of t he  l i s t s  " t h e m -  
s e l v e s  s h o w s  t h a t  the  l a r g e  t o t a l s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  
m a n y  s m a l l  c o u n t s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  the  b i r d s  w e r e  w e l l  d i s t r i b u t e d  and  
s p r e a d  t h i c k l y .  

R e p o r t s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  in s u c h  a v a r i e t y  of f o r m s  and  w i t h  s u p -  
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p l e m e n t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  in s u c h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of c o m p l e t e n e s s  t h a t  
it  w a s  found  d i f f i c u l t  to  c o m p a r e  l i s t s .  Whi l e  s p a c e  d o e s  ho t  p e r m i t  a l l  
l i s t s  to  be p u b l i s h e d  in fu l l ,  we  g ive  b e l o w  a r e s u m e  of t he  s a l i e n t  f a c t s  
r e g a r d i n g  e a c h .  It c a n  be s e e n  tha t  the  m o s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l i s t s  w e r e  
o b t a i n e d  w h e n  a t  l e a s t  5 m o r n i n g  h o u r s  w e r e  d e v o t e d  to  t h e  o b s e r v a -  
t i o n s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  of o b s e r v a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  
s p e c i e s  found on no o t h e r  l l s t ,  so  it i s  h o p e d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  w i l l  f e e l  he  
h a s  a p a r t  in t h i s  y e a r l y  b i r d - w a t c h i n g  e v e n t  and  wi l l  c o n t r i b u t e  w h a t -  
e v e r  he  c a n  to  an  a l l - o v e r  o n e - d a y  e f f o r t .  It i s  d o u b t fu l  if  1951 v, i l l  
b r i n g  a n o t h e r  s u c h  f lood  of b i r d s  a s  we h a v e  s e e n  in 1950, bu t  it c o u l d  
c e r t a i n l y  s w e l l  the  r a n k s  of t he  b i r d e r s .  In 1950 t h e r e  w e r e  no l i s t s  
f r o m  S o m e r s e t ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  W i c o m i c o ,  T a l b o t ,  Q u e e n  A n n e s ,  K e n t ,  C e -  
c i l ,  C a l v e r t ,  St. M a r y s ,  H o w a r d ,  o r  G a r r e t t  C o u n t i e s .  L e t ' s  h a v e  23 
c o u n t i e s  n e x t  t i m e .  And  p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  in y o u r  r e p o r t :  (1) the  t i m e ,  (2) 
t he  p l a c e ,  (3) a c o u n t  of  t he  b i r d s  (not  j u s t  a c h e c k  b e s i d e  a s p e c i e s  
n a m e ) ,  (4) the  n a m e s  of  t he  o b s e r v e r s ,  and  if  p o s s i b l e ,  (5) a b r i e f  s t a t e -  
m e n t  abou t  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  and  t h e  h a b i t a t s  o b s e r v e d .  

I n t h e  t a b l e  w h i c h  c l o s e s  t h i s  r e p o r t  t he  s p e c i e s - b y - s p e c i e s  c o u n t s  
of  14 l i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r .  T h e s e  l i s t s  c o v e r  a l l  o b s e r v a -  
t i o n  p e r i o d s  of 5 h o u r s  o r  m o r e .  O t h e r  l i s t s  w e r e  b a s e d  on e i t h e r  a 
s h o r t e r  p e r i o d ,  o r  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  wi thou t  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d ,  o r  w e r e  w i t h -  
out  c o u n t s  of t he  b i r d s .  T h e  f i f t e e n t h  c o l u m n  of  t he  t a b l e  r e f e r s  to  
l i s t s  ( n u m b e r s  a s  in t h e  r e s u m e )  w h i c h  r e p o r t e d  a f ew  s p e c i e s  in a d -  
d i t i o n  to  t h o s e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by the  t a b u l a t e d  l i s t s .  T h e  s i x t e e n t h  c o l -  
u m n  p r e s e n t s  s p e c i e s  t o t a l s  f o r  the  14 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l i s t s .  

S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s  a r e  d i s c e r n i b l e  in t h i s  t a b l e .  F o x  e x -  
a m p l e  m 20 s p e c i e s  a r e  on e v e r y  one  of the  14 l i s t s :  T u r k e y  V u l t u r e ,  
K i l l d e e r ,  F l i c k e r ,  C r e s t e d  F l y c a t c h e r ,  P h o e b e ,  B a r n  Sw a l l o w ,  C r o w ,  
M o c k i n g b i r d ,  R o b i n , B l u e b i r d ,  S t a r l i n g ,  O v e n - b i r d ,  R e d - w i n g ,  S c a r l e t  
T a n a g e r ,  C a r d i n a l ,  G o l d f i n c h ,  C h i p p i n g  S p a r r o w ,  F i e l d  S p a r r o w ,  W h i t e -  
t h r o a t e d  S p a r r o w ,  and  Song S p a r r o w .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  f a m i l i a r  b i r d s :  e i -  
t h e r  b i r d s  w h i c h  a r e  l a r g e  and  c o n s p i c u o u s  on t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o r  b i r d s  
w h i c h  h a b i t u a l l y  r e s i d e  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  of m a n .  P e r h a p s  the  C r e s t e d  
F l y c a t c h e r  and S c a r l e t  T a n a g e r  do no t  a l w a y s  c o m e  to  m i n d  a s  d o o r -  
y a r d  b i r d s  but  t h e y  a r e  c o m m o n  w h e r e  l a r g e  t r e e s  ab o u n d  abou t  h o u s e s .  
T h e  m o s t  f a m i l i a r  s p e c i e s ,  t h e n ,  w e r e ,  no t  u n - e x p e c t e d l y ,  t he  m o s t  f r e -  
q u e n t  in o b s e r v a t i o n a l  l i s t s .  It is  a l s o  n o t e w o r t h y  tha t  a l l  e x c e p t  one  of 
t h e s e  b i r d s  a r e  b r e e d i n g  s p e c i e s  and  t h a t  n o n e  is  t r a n s i e n t  m e r e l y .  
But  not  a l l  of t h e s e  w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  s p e c i e s  e x h i b i t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h i g h  
c o u n t s ;  t he  C r e s t e d  F l y c a t c h e r  (5§), P h o e b e  (56), and M o c k i n g b i r d  (56) 
a v e r a g e d  abou t  4 p e r  l i s t .  T h i s  is  w h a t  t h e  e c o l o g i s t  c a l l s  h i g h  f r e -  
q u e n c y  wi th  low d e n s i t y .  In g e n e r a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  t a b l e  s h o w s  a h i g h  
d e g r e e  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  f r e q u e n c y  a n d  d e n s i t y  a s  the  a c c o m p a n y -  
ing s c a t t e r - d i a g r a m  (F ig .  1) s h o w s  g r a p h i c a l l y  enough  to  m a k e  s t a t i s -  
t i c a l  c a l c u l a t i o n  u n n e c e s s a r y  fo r  o u r  i l l u s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s .  ( T o t a l s  
c o m e  to  only  184 in t h i s  d i a g r a m  b e c a u s e  9 of  t he  193 s p e c i e s  a r e  
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F I G .  I. S C A T T E R G R A h / I  S H O W I N G  N U M B E R  O F  I N D I V I D U A L S  O F  

E A C H  S P E C I E S  A C C O R D I N G  T O  N U M B E R  O F  T I M E S  T H E  S P E C I E S  
W A S  R E C O R D E D .  ( E . g . ,  26  s p e c i e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  o n  6 n l y  o n e  o f  
t h e  14 l i s t s  a n d  t o t a l e d  1 - 4  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  e l e v e n  s p e c i e s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  
o n  t w o  o f  t h e  l i s t s  t o  a t o t a l  o f  I - 4  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  t h r e e  s p e c i e s  w e r e  r e -  
c o r d e d  o n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  l i s t s  b u t  t o  a t o t a l  o f  o n l y  1 - 4  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  etc.) 

No.oflists- 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 I0 II 12 13 14 

/Over 100C 1 

601-1000 1 1 2 

4 0 1 - 6 0 0  3 1 

2 5 1 - 4 0 0  1 1 5 2 

1 5 1 - 2 5 0  1 1 i 2 2 1 6 

~ I 0 1 - 1 5 0  I I 1 S 

I I 2 3 I I I I 65-100 

> 4 1 -  64 1 1 3 1 3 3 1 2 

2 6 -  40  2 5 1 1 4 1 1 

1 6 -  25 1 2 2 2 4 5 1 1 

1 0 -  15 l I 5 2 I I 

5 -  9 2 7 5 5 2 I 

1 I 1 

I -  4 26 I I  3 

TOTA, S 16 13 13112 6p 7 5 5 11 13 20 

listed in column. 15 without counts.) It is interesting to notice also that 
the number of species listed but once is largest (30) and that the fre- 
quency curve (Fig. 2) is reverse J-shaped as is the case in many plant 
frequency studies. Of course, these data are inadequate for substantial 
conclusions~ but the comments may serve to stimulate some interest in 
the problems of bird numbers. 

Thbs report should not close without mentioning some good lists 
which could not strictly be considered in our Bird-Day review. Miss 

Pearl Heaps extended her count in Baltimore City to May 7. listing 42 
species in the two days. Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cole on May 7 saw 63 
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FIG. 2. FREQUENCY GRAPH. (Data from totals on scattergram) 
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species within 1DO yards of their home in Towson. On G£bson Island, 
Judge and Mrs. William L. Henderson on May 5 listed 54 species in- 
clud'.mg the Bonaparte's Gull. Mr. Orville Crowder on May 5 saw 82 
species within his sanctuary at Chase including the PintaHa. and Redhead. 

R e s u m e  of  B i r d  Day R e p o r t s  

1. W a s h i n g t o n  Co:  H a g e r s t o w n t  D a m  No. 4 ,  T a i l o r ' s  L a n d i n g ,  S o u t h  
M o u n t a i n ~  E d g e m o n t  R e s e r v o i r ,  I n d i a n  S p r i n g s ,  L i c k i n g  C r e e k ,  W o o d -  
m o n t p  P e a r r e ~  a n d  A l l e g a n y  C o u n t y  l i n e .  16 h o u r s ,  (4 :30 a . m .  to  8 :30  
p . m . ) .  Dr .  a n d  M r s .  R. S. S t a u f f e r .  

2. F r e d e r i c k  C o . :  B u c k e y s t o w n  a n d  v i c i n i t y .  8 h o u r s  (10 a . m .  to  
6 p . m . ) .  R o b e r t  E. S t e w a r t  a n d  M. B r o o k e  M e a n l e y .  

3. F r e d e r i c k  and  C a r r o l l  Co . :  W o o d s b o r o ,  L i n g a n o r e , a n d  Mt .  A i r y .  
7 h o u r s  (7 a . m .  to  2 p . m . )  . P a u l  E. T a y l o r .  

4.  M o n t g o m e r y  Co . :  P e n n y f i e l d ,  S e n e c a ,  and  G r e a t  F a l l s .  6 h o u r s  
(9 :36  a . m .  to  3 :30 p . m . ) .  C h a r l e s  N. M a s o n ,  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  c o u n t s  f o r  
s o m e  s p e c i e s  by  F r a n k  C. C r o s s .  

5. H a r f o r d  Co. :  R o c k s  of D e e r  C r e e k ,  B r o a d C r e e k  S c o u t  R e s e r v a -  
t i o n ,  C o n o w i n g o .  7 h o u r s  (7:45 a . m .  to  2 :30  p , m . ) .  M r .  a n d  M r s .  O l i -  
v e r  I. G a i n e s ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  G o r d o n  F.  V a r s ,  G e o r g e  D r u m m ,  M r s .  
J o h n  W. B e a c h ,  W i l l i a m  M c H o u l ,  and  O r v i l l e  W. C r o w d e r .  

6. B a l t i m o r e  C o . :  L o c h R a v e n .  13 h o u r s  (4:15 a . m .  to  5 :10  p . m . .  
H a v e n  Kolb .  
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7. B a l t i m o r e  Co. :  R o s e d a l e .  11 h o u r s  (6 :30  a . m .  to  3 : 3 0 - p . m . a n d  
4 ' 1 5  to  6 : 3 0  p . m . ) .  D u v a l l  J o n e s .  

8. B a l t i m o r e  Co . :  W h i t e m a r s h .  6 h o u r s  (8 :45  a . m .  t o  3 p . m . ) .  
D o u g l a s  H a c k m a n .  

9. B a l t i m o r e  C o / :  M i d d l e  R i v e r .  13 h o u r s  (E.W. 7:15 to  11:55 a . m .  
a n d  IZ:55  to  5 :30  p . m . ;  L . L . H .  10 a . m .  to  2 p . m . ,  s e p a r a t e l y  - -  r e p o r t s  
c o m b i n e d  b y  c o m p i l e r ) .  E d w i n  W i l l i s  a n d  L a r r y  L. H a y n i e .  

I0 .  M o n t g o m e r y  C o . :  U n i t y .  5 h o u r s  (dawn  to  d u c k  bu t  i n t e r m i t t e n t ) .  
S e t h  H. Low.  

11. P r i n c e  G e o r g e s  a n d  A n n e  A r u n d e l  Co . :  P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  R e f -  
u g e .  ZD h o u r s  (C .S .R.  4 :40  a . m .  t o  8:35 p . m .  m i n u s  3 / 4  h o u r ;  P . F . S .  
5 h o u r s  s e p a r a t e l y ) .  C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s  and  P a u l  F .  S p r i n g e r .  

1Z. C h a r l e s  Go. :  P o r t  T o b a c c o ,  A l l e n ' s  F r e s h ,  P o p e ' s  C r e e k .  11 
h o u r s  (6 :30  a . m .  to  5 :30  p . m . ) .  ~ C. C r o n e ,  M. W: G o l d m a n ,  A. R. 
S t i c k l e y .  

13. C a r o l i n e  C o . :  F e d e r a l s b u r g .  5 h o u r s  (11 :30  a . m .  t o  4 : 3 0  p . m . ) .  
M r .  and  M r s .  M a r t i n  L. S t a p l e t o n .  

14. D o r c h e s t e r  C o . :  B l a c k w a t e r  N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e .  6 h o u r s  
(7 a . m .  t o  1 p . m . ) .  W. S t e e l e  W e b s t e r .  

15, A l l e g a n y  Co . :  F r o s t b u r g  a n d  v i c i n i t y .  H o u r s  n o t  g i v e n .  44  s p e -  
c i e s .  15 B a l t i m o r e  O r i o l e s  w a s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e .  E s t h e r  C a r t e r ,  
E l l a  D a r l i n g ,  M y r a  T a y l o r  a n d  25 B e a l l  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  

16. A l l e g a n y  Co . :  C u m b e r l a n d ,  H o u r s  no t  g i v e n .  20 s p e c i e s .  S a r a  
W r i g h t  s Adel.e M a l c o l m  a n d  17 j u n i o r  m e m b e r s  of  A l l e g a n y  C lub .  

17. F r e d e r i c k  Co/." L i n g a n o r e  C r e e k  a n d  W o o d s b o r o .  H o u r s  n o t  
g i v e n .  66 s p e c i e s .  T h i s  w a s  the  on ly  l i s t  t o  r e c o r d  the  S c r e e c h  Owl 
a n d  F o x  S p a r r o w .  F r e d e r i c k  B r a n c h  ( i n d i v i d u a l  n a m e s  no t  s u p p l i e d ) .  

18. M o n t g o m e r y  C o . :  K e n s i n g t o n .  Z h o u r s  (7:15 t o  9). J. V. D e r b y : Y r .  
19. B a l t i m o r e  C i t y :  5 h r d .  (7 a . m .  t o n o o n ) .  50 sp.  A . A . B r a n d e n b u r g .  
Z0. B a l t i m o r e  C i t y :  L e a k i n  P a r k .  H o u r s  n o t  g i v e n .  44  s p e c i e s .  

I n c l u d e d  5 R e d - h e a d e d  W o o d p e c k e r s .  M r .  and  M r s .  T.  C. B u c k ,  Yr. 
21. B a l t i m o r e  C i t y :  G w y n n s  F a l l s  P a r k .  26 s p e c i e s .  A l l e n  B u r k .  
ZZ. B a l t i m o r e  C o . :  L a k e  R o l a n d .  1Z to  3 p . m .  54 sp. A l i c e  K a e s t n e r  
Z3. A n n e  A r u n d e l  Co . :  H o u r s  n o t  g i v e n .  34 s p e c i e s .  J. H. C o g g i n s .  
Z4. A n n e  A r u n d e l  Co . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  H o u r s  no t  g i v e n  . 51 s p e c i e s .  

T h i s  l i s t  r e p o r t e d  p e r h a p s  t he  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  f i n d  of a r e m a r k a b l e  
days  t he  M a r b l e d  Go dw i t ;  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  the  o n l y  C o m m o n  T e r n ,  and  
w a s  one  of  two l i s t s  r e p o r t i n g  the  C a n v a s - h a c k .  M r s .  E. G. T a p p a n .  

25. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  46  s p e c i e s .  A . L .  a n d  H.G.  V a r r i e u r .  
Z6. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  44  s p e c i e s .  T h i s  w a s  t he  o n l y  l i s t  r e -  

p o r t i n g  t h e  Y e l l o w - b e l l i e d  S a p s u c k e r ,  a n d  one  of  two  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  C a n -  
v a s - b a c k .  E. S. Gary. 

Z7. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  40  s p e c i e s .  T h i s  i s  one of  two  l i s t s  to  
r e p o r t  t h e  B r o w n  C r e e p e r .  E l e a n o r  E. N o r t h .  

28. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  38 s p e c i e s .  T h i s  w a s  t he  o n l y  l i s t  r e -  
c o r d i n g  t h e  P i g e o n  Hawk .  M r s .  R o b e r ~  M c L e a n .  

Zg. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  35 s p e c i e s .  T h i s  w a s  the  o n l y  l i s t  r e -  
p o r t i n g  t h e  S e m i p a l m a t e d  P l o v e r  a n d  one  of t wo  to  r e p o r t  t he  B r o w n  
C r e e p e r .  M r s . . W i n .  H. H e n d e r e o n .  

30. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  3Z s p e c i e s .  M r s .  E d w a r d  P a l m e r .  
31. A . A . C o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  28  s p e c i e s .  M r s .  C h a u n c y  B r o o k s .  
32. A . A . G o . :  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  Z l  s p e c i e s .  G e o r g e  E n g l a r .  
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C omn~on Loon 
Horned  Grebe  
P i e d - b i l l . G r e b e  
Gt. Blue Heron 
A m e r i c a n  E a r e t  
G r e e n  Heron  
B l k - c r . N i g h t  Heron  
Am. B i t t e rn  
Canada Goose 
M a l l a r d  
Black Duck 
Baldpate 
B l u e - w i n g . T e a l  
S h o v e l l e r  
{ Wood Duck 
• R ing-neck .Duck  
Canvas  -back  
G r e a t e r  Scaup 
L e s s e r  Scaup 
White-w.  Scorer 

MARYLAND B I R D L I F E  

i 2 3 4 5 1 6 !  71, 9 1o 11 12 ,3 1 ,  
WCo Bkyt MtA Sen H a r f J L R v  ~ s d l  ~WtM IVLRv Unty Patx PTb  Fed Bwir 

1 , 12' 2 1 1 2 1 

2 [ 1 3 3 
I 2 I 8 I 5 
i 1 l 

l i 2 II 3 3 t 1 I I l 
3 20 
I I 2 

4 7  17 
8 1 6 4 15 

{ 4 2 4 l lO 31 z 
5 2 6 12 

2 1 2 4 6{ 2; 2 

t 

z I 1 z 
6 2 22 4 2 

P igeon  Hawk 

Ruddy Duck I 3 
Hooded Ivler gas  r L l, 
Am. M e r g a n s e r  2 
R e d - b r . h 4 e r g a n s e r  
T u r k e y  Vul ture  12 l0  No .?  1O[ 17 3 I l l  5 5 l I  16 26 
Black Vul tu re  8 2 
Sharp - sh .  Hawk lO 
C o o p e r ' s  Hawk 2 2 
R e d - t a i l e d  Hawk l Z I 
R e d - s h l d r .  Hawk 2 I 4 
Broad-wg.  Hawk I i I I I 2 
~a ld  E a g l e  I 1 2 1 
M a r s h  Hawk I l I ' 1 1 
O s p r e y  I I I I 31 2 '  2 17 I 

Spar row Hawk 7 2 2 3 
10 

Sp 
Bob-whi te  
King Ra i l  
V i r g i n i a  Ra i l  
F la .  Ga l l i nu l e  I 
A m e r i c a n  Coot 
Semi.  P l o v e r  
K i l l dee r  
Amer .Woodcock  
W i l s o n ' s  Snipe 

Upland P l o v e r  i 
Spotted Sandp. 
So l i t a ry  Sandp. 
Gr .  Y e l l o w - l e g s  
L s r . Y e l l o w - l e g s  [ 
L e a s t  Sandoiner  1 

I 
i gl 

2 

i 

L e a s t  Sandpiper  
Dowitcher  
Semi.  Sandp. 
h, i a r  bled Godwit  
Her r in~  Gul l  
R i n g - b i l l .  Gul l  
Laughing  Gul l  
C o m m o n  Tern  
L e a s t  T e r n  
Casp i an  Te rn  
h/four ning Dove 
Yel low-b .Cuckoo 
Black'-b. Cuckoo 
Barn  Owl 
Screech  Owl 

1 
? l , l 

i 

2 I 29 

10 2 1 3 

2 
9 1 
6 1 1 
5 II 
91 

19 10 71 3 
1 

1 I 

1 4 

3 17 
7 
4 

2 127 
2 1 

12 

I 5 
2 

17 
1 

8 

I 

2 11 

2 

3 
"l 

4 
6 
3 

3 
5 

2 6 
1 

1 

2 2 
l 

4 ~6 

7 

4 i z 14 
zl 

13 

9 9 12 

50 
I i  

2 

6 
21 
20 

{ 

1 6{ 

~th- 
er  "oral 

18 
2 
9 

18 
2 

15 
23 

4 
65 
34 
21 

5 
23 

5 5 
21 

I 

36 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 

7 134 
11 
12 

4 
4 
8 
7 

1 5 
3 

4 32 
fZ8 

lb  
53 

2 
l 1 
1 .1 

45 
~29 

85 
8 

2 10 
9 

194 
16 

4 21 
1 15 

2 
17 

1 
~24 

12 
39 
23 

~24 
3 
5 

6 i I01 

10 
2 2 

17 



36 M A R Y L A N D  B I R D L I F E  Vol .  7, n o s .  2 to  5 

B a r r e d  Owl  
! W h i p - p o o r  - w i l l  

N i g h t h a w k  
C h i m n e y  SwLft 
R - t h . H u m m i n g b ' d  
B e l t e d  K i n g f i s h e r  
F l i c k e r  
R e d - b e l l .  W d p k r .  
R e d - h e a d . W d p k r .  
Y - b . S a p s u e k e r  
H a i r y  Wdpkr .  
Downy W d p k r .  
E a s t n .  K i n g b i r d  
C r e s t e d  F l y c a t c h .  
E a s t e r n  P h o e b e  
A c a d i a n  F l y c a t c h .  
L e a s t  F I y c a t c h e r  
E a s t . W o o d  P e w e e  
H o r n e d  L a r k  
T r e e  S w a l l o w  
Bank ' S w a l l o w  
R o u g h - w i n g . S w .  
B a r n  S w a l l o w  
C l i f f  S w a l l o w  
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Blue  ~'ay 
C r o w  
F i s h  C r o w  
C a r . C h i c k a d e e  
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1 W h i t e - b r , N u t h a t c h  
R e d - b r .  N u t h a t c h  
B r o w n - h e a d  Nuth .  
B r o w n  C r e e p e r  

-House W r e n  
W i n t e r  W r e n  
C a r o l i n a  W r e n  
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Go lden -wing .  W. 
B l u e - w i n g e d  W. 
Tenn.  W a r b l e r  
N a s h v i l l e  Wblr .  
P a r u l a  W a r b l e r  
Yel low W a r b l e r  
M a g n o l i a  Wblr .  
Cape  M a y  Wblr .  
B t - t h r .  Blue W. 
M y r t l e  W a r b l e r  
B l - t h r . G r e e n  W. 
C e r u l e a n  Wbl r .  
B l ack b u rn inn  W. 

I Y e l l o w - t h r . W b l r .  
! C h e s t r s i d e d  W. 
; B a y - b r e a s t e d  W .  

Blackpol l  Wblr .  
Pine W a r b l e r  
P r a i r i e  W a r b l e r  
P a l m  W a r b l e r  
O v e n - b i r d  
No. W a t e r - t h r .  
La .  W a t e r - t h r .  
Ken tucky  Wblr .  
Y e l l o w - t h r o a t  
Y e l l o w - b r . C h a t  
Hooded W a r b l e r  
W l l s o n ' s  Wblr .  
C a n a d a  W a r b l e r  
A m e r . R e d s t a r t  
E n g l i s h  S p a r r o w  
Bobol ink  
E. M e a d o w l a r k  
R e d - w i n g  
O r c h a r d  O r i o l e  
Balto.  Or io l e  
Rus ty  BlacXbir  d 
P u r p l e  G r a c k l e  

t I Co w b i rd  
t S c a r l e t  T a n a g e r  

S u m m e r  T a n a g e r  
C a r d i n a l  
R o s e - h r .  G r o s b k .  
Indigo Bunt ing  
D i c k c i s s e l  
P u r p l e  F i n c h  
P ine  S1skln 
Goldf inch  
R e d - e y e d  Towhee  
Savannah  Spar .  
G r a s s h o p p e r  Sp. 
H e n s l o w ' s  S p a r r o w  
Shax~p - t a i l e d  Spa r .  
V e s p e r  S p a r r o w  
S la te -co l .  Junco  
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THE SEASON 

T H E  SEASON - J a n u a r y  and  F e b r u a r y  1951 

Chandler S. Robbins 

T h e  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d  f u r n i s h e d  a g r a p h i c  e x a m p l e  of t he  d e t r i m e n -  
t a l  e f f e c t s  t h a t  m a y  be s u f f e r e d  b y h a l f - h a r d y  w i n t e r i n g  b i r d s  in a s e a -  
s o n  w h i c h  is s t a t i s t i c a l l y  m i l d e r  t h a n  n o r m a l .  A l t h o u g h  the  a v e r a s e  
t e m p e r a t u r e  f o r  both  J a n u a r y  and  F e b r u a r y  w a s  t h r e e  t o  s ix  d e g r e e s  
a b o v e  n o r m a l  and the  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  t w e n t y  to  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  d e f i c i e n t ,  
s e v e r e  co ld  s n a p s  c o u p l e d  wi th  sno.wy o r  icy  w e a t h e r  w e r e  of s e v e r a l  
d a y s '  d u r a t i o n .  The  e f f e c t s  of t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  on w i n t e r i n g  b i r d l i f e  
c o u l d  no t  be o v e r c o m e  by t h e  l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  of  u n s e a s o n a b l e  m i l d n e s s  
w h i c h  r a i s e d  the  a v e r a g e  f i g u r e s  w e l l  a b o v e  the  n o r m .  W a t e r f o w l ,  

w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  d r i v e n  s o u t h  of o u r  s t a t e  by the  l a t e  D e c e m b e r  f r e e z e ,  
d id  not  r e t u r n  in any  n u m b e r s  un t i l  t he  s t a r t  of t h e  s p r i n g  m i g r a t i o n .  
S h o r e b i r d s  b e c a m e  v e r y  s c a r c e  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .  P h o e b e s  d e c r e a s e d  
m o r e  n o t i c e a b l y  than  d id  any  o t h e r  s p e c i e s .  T h e  R u b y - c r o w n e d  K i n g l e t  
w a s  r a r e ,  a s  w a s  i t s  m o r e  h a r d y  r e l a t i v e  the  G o l d e n - c r o w n  - f o r  s o m e  
r e a s o n  no t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a p p a r e n t .  The  a b s e n c e  of  t he  R e d - b r e a s t e d  
N u t h a t c h  and n o r t h e r n  f i n c h e s  is  u n d o u b t e d l y  due  to  a s u f f i c i e n c y  of 
t h e i r  n o r m a l  food f a r t h e r  t o  the  n o r t h .  

H e r o n s .  S ingle  G r e a t  B lue  H e r o n s  w i n t e r e d  a s  f a r  up C h e s a p e a k e  
B a y  as  G i b s o n l s l a n d  ( M r s .  W. L. H e n d e r s o n )  a n d  E d g e w o o d  ( T h o m a s  A. 
I m h o f ) ,  bu t  due to  c o l d  w e a t h e r  and  i ce ,  n u m b e r s  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  b e l o w  
t h o s e  of  r e c e n t  w a r m  w i n t e r s .  An A m e r i c a n  B i t t e r n  w h i c h  w a s  d i s -  
c o v e r e d  a t  S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t ,  B a l t i m o r e  Coun ty ,  on Jan.  28 by Duval l  
J o n e s  and  H o w a r d  H a n c o c k ,  and s e e n  t h r o u g h  F e b .  11 by E d w i n  W i l l i s ,  
is  the  f i r s t  w i n t e r  r e c o r d  f r o m  the  h e a d  of  the  I~ay. 

W a t e r f o w l .  Lt.  I m h o f  kep t  c l o s e  t a b  on t h e  d u c k s  w i n t e r i n g  on the  
G u n p o w d e r  b e l o w  E d g e w o o d ,  and a l t h o u g h  the  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  f a r  f r o m  
s t a t i c  due  to  ice  c o n d i t i o n s ,  the  f o l l o w i n g  e s t i m a t e s  g ive  a good  i n d i c a -  
t i o n  of t h e  n u m b e r  of w i n t e r i n g  b i r d s :  5 ,000 B a l d p a t e ,  1,000 R e d h e a d s ,  
3 ,000 C a n v a s - b a c k s ,  300 R u d d y  Ducks ;  p e a k s  of  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  w e r e  r e -  
c o r d e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  42 M a l l a r d s  and  50 P i n t a i l  on F e b .  Z5, 1,000 B l a c k  
D u c k s  a n d  90 R i n g - n e c k e d  Ducks  on Jan.  Z8, and  50 A m e r i c a n  M e r g a n -  
s e r s  on F e b .  18. T w o  m o r e  d r a k e  E u r o p e a n  W i d g e o n  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d :  
one  ( sho t )  a t  G r e e n  R u n ,  A s s a t e a g u e  I s . ,  on Jan .  Z ( R o b e r t  B. J a k c s o n ) ,  
t h e  o t h e r  a t  G i b s o n I s l a n d  f r o m  F e b .  2_7 on  ( M r s .  H e n d e r s o n ,  M r s .  E. E. 
Nor th . )  Wood Ducks  w e r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  a t  L i n g a n o r e  C r e e k ,  F r e d e r i c k  
C o . ,  on Jan .  7 (Rod S m i t h ) ,  and  the  f i r s t  p a i r  r e t u r n e d  to  Un i ty  on  F e b .  
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25 (Seth Low). The Jan. 20 thaw brought 1,500 Ring-necked Ducksto 
Gibson Is.~ up to 85 were counted at Greensboro on Jan. 27 (Marvin 
Hewitt), and 400 at Bengies Point on Feb. 25 (Willis and Jones). Amer- 
ican Golden-eyes and Buffle-heads were first noted courting at Gibson 
Is. on Feb. 13 (Mrs. Henderson). 

Vultures and Hawks. A concentration of 20 Black Vultures at 
Shadyside, Anne Arundel Co., on Jan. Z1 was unusual for that locality in 
mid-winter (Andrew Simon). With no previous winter records of the 
Osprey from Chesapeake Bay, the two individuals seen on the Chase 
Christmas Count and a single bird which was seen daily throughout the 
winter at Lloyd's Landing on the Choptank by Mrs. W. L. Henderson's 
brother-in-law are especially noteworthy. Douglas Hackman noted the 
first northward movement of hawks on Feb. 23 at White Marsh: one 
Red-tail and several Red-shoulders. Two Bald Eagles passed over on 
the 24th; and between 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on the 25th Hackman 
counted 2 Red-tails, 8 Red-shoulders, 1 Bald Eagle, 1 Duck Hawk and 
one unidentified hawk, all in migration. 

Shorebirds, Gulls. Spring arrival dates for Killdeer are some= 
what masked by the presence of wintering birds, particularly on the 
Coastal Plain; the following records, however, appear to be of true mi- 
grants: Feb. 22 at Greensboro (Marvin Hewitt), Feb. 24 at Patuxent 
Refuge (Robert Stewart) and Middle River (Willis), and Feb. 2-7 at Spen- 
cerville (Low). Woodcock arrived late, the first reports being on Feb. 
II at Middle River (Willis) and Feb. 17 at Patuxent (Stewart). The 
Great Black-backed Gull has finally extended its wintering range up to 
the head of Chesapeake Bay, being reported simultaneously in Harford 
and Cecil Counties; Lt. Imhof found one adult in the Gunpowder River 
on Jan. 20, and a peak of 5 on Feb. 27; :Tohn Buckalew and Leon Cool 
recorded a maximum count of 5 individuals in Cecil Co. in January. 
The only mid-winter Laughing Gull was found at Po~t Tobacco on Feb. 
24 by Catherine Crone and Hilda Smith. 

Woodpeck.ers, Phoebe. Red-bellied Woodpeckers were found north 
to Baltimore City He'~H-~y Brackbill) and Idlewylde, Baltimore Co. 
(Mrs. AlanBeerbower); and Red-headed Woodpeckers wintered east to 
Annapolis (Mrs. Ford Brown) and Chase (Willis and Jones). Although 
an unpreceddnted number of Phoebes was listed on the Christmas 
Counts, the majority of those which attempted to winter west of the 
Chesapeake finally succumbed to the wintry weather of late January and 
February. 'In addition to those mentioned in the Christmas Count sum- 
mary, ainglebirds were found at Port Tobacco on Feb. 24 (Miss Crone), 
Ft. Washington on Dec. 31 (James O. Stevenson), GlenEcho on Fmb. 22 
(Frank C. Cross), Takoma Park on Yan. 20 (John E. Willoughby), BeRs- 
vHle on Jan. 10 and 25 (John H. Fales), Patuxent Refuge to Feb. 3 (2 
birds earlier, Stewart), McDonogh on Jan. 12 (DuncanMclntosh), and 
White Marsh to Feb. 19 (Hackman). 

Jays, Titmice, Nuthatches, Wrens. Wintering Blue Jays broke all 
records of abundance at PatuxentRefuge and were also well above aver- 
age numbers at other places on the Western Shore. Carolina Chicka- 

dees were also substantially above normal numbers, but White-breasted 
Nuthatches were scarce on the Coastal Plain, and the Red-breast was 
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seen only once - Feb. 7 at White Marsh (Hackman). Two Long-billed 
Marsh Wrens were recorded on Feb. I I at StrawberryPt., Baltimore 

Co. (Willis, Jones, Hancock). The first singing of permanent resident 
species was delayed by cold weather; the earliest records reported 
were as follows: Carolina Chickadee on Jan. Z5 at Beltsville (Fales), 
Jan. Z6 at Woodside (Fales), and Feb. I at Towson (Richard and Made- 
leine Cole); Tufted Titmouse on Jan. 18 at Beltsville (Fales) and Middle 
River on Feb. I (Willis); White-breasted Nuthatch at Middle River on 
Feb. 4 (Willis) and Laurel on Pebo II (C. S. Robbins). 

Thrasher, Robin. A Brown Thrasher spent the winter at the 
Coles ° Towson feeding station - one of the few such records west of the 
Coastal Plain. The vanguard of a heavy flight of Robins arrived on Feb. 
IZ at Denton (I00, Mrs. A. J. Fletcher) and Gibson Island (8, Mrs. Hen= 
derson); and on the 13th at Baltimore and Essex (Brackbill). Hundreds 
were reported by all observers in the central and eastern parts of 
Maryland on Feb. Z3-Z5. 

Finches and Sparrows. Northern finches were virtually non-exis- 

tant. The only Evening Grosbeak was seen at Laurel on Feb. Z0 by 
DeWitt Donaldson. Pine Siskins were reported only from Middle River 
(maximum Z, Willis); a:xxd even the Purple Finch was notably scarce. 

Towhees, on the other hand, had one of their best years on record in 
the Coastal Plain; early singing records were obtained at Middle River 
on Feb. 18 (Willis) and Patuxent on Feb. Zl (Helen Webster and Low). 
Fifteen Savannah Sparrows turned up at Strawberry Pt. on Feb. I (Wil- 
lis), probably driven out of fields in the nearby Piedmont by the snow. 
Mrs. R. S. Stauffer had an immature White-crowned Sparrow at Hag- 
erstown on Feb. 9, and a flock wintered at the home of Melvin Par- 
tridge at Frederick. Fox Sparrows arrived late, not reaching Towson 
until Feb. 19 (Coles), nor becoming generally distributed until the Z7th. 
Song Sparrows arrived on these same dates, although singing had start 
ed on Feb. I at Gibson Island (Mrs. Henderson), on Feb. 10 at Denton 
( A. May Thompson), and on Feb. 11 at Laurel and Middle River. The on- 
ly Snow Buntings were a flock of 6 at Kingsville, Baltimore Co., on Jan. 

I 0 (Simon). 

FIRST WINTER RECORD OF THE BACI-]Iv[AN'S SPARROW 
IN MARYLAND 

On January 25, 1951, I picked up a sparrow which had been killed 
by a car along the road from Princess Anne to Deal Island in Somerset 
County, Maryland. The bird was one which I had not p*~eviousl 7 seen. 

That evening the specimen was identified, with the aid of vari- 
ous reference works, as a Bachrnan's Sparrow (Aimophila aestivalis 
bachmani). The bird was made into a skin and found to be a mile in 
good plumage. The identification was confirmed by comparison with 
specimens in the Ira N. Gabrielson collection attlie Patuxent Refuge. 

This is not only the first recorded occurrence ofthe Bachman's 
Sparrow on the Del-Mar-Va peninsula, but is also the first winter rec- 

ord for the State of Maryland. John H. Buckalew 


