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A NESTING STUDY OF PURPLE GRACKLES 

AT MIDDLE RIVER,  MAR~(LAND 

Edwin WiIlis 

During the s p r i n g  and s u m m e r  of 1950 I p a s s e d  quite  f r equen t ly  
t h r o u g h  a P u r p l e  G rack l e  (Qu i sca lus  qu i scu l a )  nes t ing  colony at Middle 
R i v e r ,  B a l t i m o r e  County ,  Maryland .  My no tes  on t he i r  nes t ing  extend 
f r o m  M a r c h  5 to e a r l y  Augus t ,  though I o b s e r v e d  b i rd l i fe  in the nes t ing  
a r e a  t h roughou t  the y e a r .  I made  no a t t e m p t  to make  a c a r e f u l  s tudy 
of Grack l e  nes t ing  h a b i t s ,  m a i n l y  due to the" i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of the i r  
n e s t s .  H o w e v e r ,  in the c o u r s e  of m y  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of the ne s t i ng  b i r d s  
of the v ic in i ty  I a m a s s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the ne s t i hg  of th i s  
s p e c i e s .  C o m p a r i s o n  of th is  s tudy w i t h a  m o r e  in tens ive  one of Bronzed  
G r a c k l e s  (Quisca lus  qu i scu l a  v e r s i c o l o r )  at Madison ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  by 
P e t e r s e n  and Young ~1~, s h o w s  m u c h  s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n t h e  t w d s p e c i e s .  
The  fol lowing s tudy  is divided into two p a r t s :  the s tudy  of t h e i r  ne s t i ng ,  
and a s u m m a r y  of the f a c t o r s  inf luencing n e s t  locat ion.  

A. N E S T I N G  

About 25 p a i r s  of G r a c k l e s  n e s t e d  at Middle R ive r  in 1950.  A fe, v 
o the r  p a i r s  n e s t e d  e l s e w h e r e . i n  the v ic in i ty .  Middle R i v e r  be tween  the 
Eastern Avenue. bridge and the Pennsylvania Railroad is a narrow tidal 
stream, mostly dry at low tide. Along its southwest side are a srr~all 

marsh, a narrow weed-flat bordered by a line of trees and ending at a 
small stream, a small alder and elderberry bush-flat, and a soRball lot. 
Behind this narrow edging are apartment houses, and across the rail- 

road are large numbers of cottages. Along the northeast side of the 

river is a fair-sized marsh, which becomes shrub and seepage swamps 
at its edge and ti%en lowland woods, in which most of the Grackle s nested. 
Behind these woods are more houses. 

The first migrant Gr'ackIes passed in late February, "but I saw none 

at the nesting grounds until March 5. The breeding population here 
gradually built up to about fifty, even though Grackle migration contin- 
ued all through March and some retired to roosts elsewhere at night. 
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During March they were busy with courtship. At first small groups 
sat up in the treetops, the males creaking and puffing out their feathers 
to impress the females in general By mid-Marchcourtship wasdown to 

a pair basis, and there was much chasing through the trees, sometimes 
in small groups but usually in pairs. Most were mated by early April. 

Nesting started about the same time as at Madison, Wisconsin (1)) de- 

spite the fact that the males arrived here three weeks earlier0 because 
• the mating process took nearly three weeks here but only one week at 
Madison (Table I). 

On April 8 I noticed several females carrying straws from the 

bush-flat into the woods° and found six nests nearly completed in the 
pines there. Several Grackles flew around nearby, creaking and'chack- 
ing; one) which was flushed off a nest, may have been incubating. Pet- 
ersen and Young fop. cit.) found that Bronzed Grackles took a week to 
eleven days to complete their nest; if this is true of Purple Grackles in 

Maryland° the nests must have been started the last week in March. On 
April ll) I found three more nests in a group of pines in the center of 
the woods. Probably, at the same time, building was proceeding rapid;- 
ly throughout the woods, for onApril 16 1 found Zl nests in the half of the 
woods (near the railroad) wh'ich eventually contained 4Z nests. Thus 
there mlst have been considerable building afterward, but I believe it 

was due to loss of eggs or death of young rather than to raising of sec- 
ond broods. Petersen and Young fop. cit.)mentioned that- each year a 
number of nests were deserted in early stages of construction; possibly 
some of the nests in the final total were in this category. 

On April 16 a few females were on the nests, and there were two 
eggs in each of the two nests I climbed to, which later contained three 
eggs• This is the lowest number reported by most observers (I,2); the 

average set seems to be five eggs. Though Petersen and Young reported 
their earliest record of eggs at Madison onAprillS, probably some sets 
were complete by April 16 here. During the rest of April the adults 
were-mainly busy incubating. A few were still on the nests in mid-May, 
and probably as late as early J'une in some cases. 

The first sign that young had hatched was on May l, when the fe-" 
male of one nest (the other nest was destroyed) was on three tiny young. 

Using the incubation period of eleven to twelve days determined at Mad= 

ison(1), the first of these probably hatched April Z9. By May 9 these 
• young filled the nest, and the parents were busy gathering food for their 

yQung everywhere - from the marsh-edge, the swamps, the leaves of 
the woods, arld refuse behind apartment buildings - up to a mile away. 

By May 13the young in this nest were gone, though I heard no young out 
of the nest. Since up to fourteen days had elapsed since they had hatched, 
and since Petersen and Young fop. cit.) reported that young stay in the 
nest an average of IZ days, these young could easily have left success- 
fully. Probably most young left the nests in late May, but a few were 
still in nests during Yune. 

The first bob-tailed little one I saw was in a large cottonwood by 
the bridge, at least I00 feet from the nearest trees, onMay 26. By that - 
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TABLE I. COMPARISON OF GRACKLE CHRONOLOGY, 
MIDDLE RIVER, MARYL .AND and MADISON WISCONSIN 

ACTIVI!r Y MIDDLE RIVER MADISON 
1950 1947 - 1949 

Arrival of Males Is/week March 3rd week March 

Arrival of Females 4th week March 

l~airing Znd-3rd week March 4th week March 

First Nests Started 4th week Mark:h Ist week April 

First Nests Completed April 8 

First Eggs Laid about April 8 April 15, 1949 

Last Incubation June I, 1947 

First Hatching about April Z9 

Earliest Fledging about May 10 May IZ, 1949 

Latest Fledging prob. early July June IZ, 1947 

L a s t  F e e d i n g  b y  Adults J u l y  23 - - -  

time the "Cha cha" feeding or ,"location" calls of the young were com- 

ing from everywhere in the trees around the river. Three well-flying 
young observed in the woods on May'30 had been'out of the nest at least 
a week. On May 31 I caught a bob-tailed little fellow on the grass bank 
below the trees along the southwest side of the river, while a parent 

circled and chacked. Otherwise the parents hid their young well down 
in the dense bushes around the marshes or in the boggy thicket-depres- 
sions which cut the woods into five sections. 

By the middle of June many young were wellgrown, if not so large 

nor so long-tailed as the parents, and they began to disperse in family 
flocks of from three to six. The immatures frequently begged food with 
"Cha-a-ack, cha-a-ack" calls, but gleaned most of their own food once 

they left the nesting grounds. Half-grown young were still begging from 
parents as late as July 2, and the last time I saw one carry food to its 
young was on July Z3. By early August their dispersal was general, and 
it was hard to tell young from old. Only enough birds for the available 

food supply (which too frequently includes eggs and young of other birds) 

were left in the nesting woods. 

One nest produced a partial albino, with white tail-feathers tipped 

with bla'ck. It was still small, though well-flying, and cared for by a 
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p a r e n t  o n  J u l y  14.  I c a u g h t  i t  o n  J u l y  17 w h e n  i t s  f e a t h e r s  w e r e  w e t  f r o m  
b a t h i n g .  P r o b a b l y  i t  h a d  b e e n  o u t  o f  t h e  n e s t  o n l y  a b o u t  t w o  w e e k s ,  s e t -  
t i n g  i t s  h a t c h i n g  d a t e  a b o u t  m i d - ~ u n e  a n d  i t s  l e a v i n g  d a t e  e a r l y  J u l y .  
H o w e v e r ,  i t s  a l b i n i s m  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  s l o w  g r o w t h ,  s o  
i t  i s  s o m e w h a t  u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  i t  c a m e  f r o m  s u c h  a l a t e  n e s t i n g .  

B. N E S T S  A N D  T H E I R  L O C A T I O N  

T h e  G r a c k l e  n e s t s  w e r e  b u l k y  a n d  c u p - s h a p e d ,  o f  d r i e d  y e l l o w  
g r a s s  s t e m s  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n  i n n e r  m u d  l a y e r .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  
n e s t s  w e r e  s o  w e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  e n d u r e d  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  s p r i n g ;  
i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  s o m e  of  t h e  f i f t y - f o u r  n e s t s  I f o u n d  w e r e  n e s t s  f r o m  
p r e v i o u s  y e a r s .  F o u r  o f  t h e s e  n e s t s  w e r e  o n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  s i d e  o f l h e  
r i v e r ;  t h e  o t h e r  f i f t y  w e r e  in t h e  w o o d s . .  F o r t y - o n e  n e s t s  w e r e  in  " s c r u b  
p i n e s  ( P i n u s  v i r g i n i a n a ) ,  f o u r  w e r e  in  w i l l o w  o a k s  ( Q u e r c u s ' p h e l l o s ) ,  
f i v e  in d e n s e  h o n e y s u c k l e s  ( L o n i c e r a  j a p o n i c a )  u p  s w e e t g u m  ~ - L i q u i d a m -  
b a r  s t y r a c i / l u a )  s a p l i n g s ,  a n d  f o u r  in  h o n e y s u c k l e  u p  c o t t o n w o o d s  P ~ -  
ulu'---s d e l t o i d e s ) .  T h e  G r a c k l e s  a t  M a d i s o n  ( I )  a l s o  n e s t  in  c o n i f e r s - ~ -  
b o r  v i t a e ,  T h u j a  o c c i d e n t a l i s ) a n d  in  h o n e y s u c k l e s  . in  p r e f e r e n c e '  t o  t h e  
t r e e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  in l e a f  w h e n  t h e y  s t a r t e d  n e s t i n g .  O n e  p i n e  t r e e  a t  
M i d d l e  R i v e r  h a d  f o u r  n e s t s ,  t w e l v e  o t h e r s  h a d  t w o  n e s t s  e a c h ,  a n d  
t w e n t y - s i x  w e r e i n  s e p a r a t e  t r e e s .  

A p p a r e n t l y  s a f e t y ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  c o n c e a l m e n t  f r o m  p o s s i b l e  
p r e d a t o r s ,  w a s  t h e  m a i n  f a c t o r  in  p l a c i n g  t h e  n e s t .  In o p e n  p l a c e s  n e a r  
h o u s e s  t h e y  n e s t  f a r  u p -  t o  5 0  f e e t  - b e c a u s e  t h e  o p e n  g r o w t h  t h e r e  
m a d e  a l o w e r  n e s t  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e  to  y o u n g  b o y s ,  o n e  o f  t h e i r  c h i e f  e n e -  
m i e s .  N e s t s  in  t h e  w o o d s  w e r e  o n l y  15 t o  30  f e e t  u p  in  p i n e s ,  in  o r d e r  
t o  b e  e q u a l l y  c o n c e a l e d  b y  l e a v e s  f r o m  p r e d a t o r s  b o t h  a b o v e  a n d  b e l o w .  
It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  n o  n e s t s  w e r e  in  t h e  l o w e r  t h i r d  of  t h e  p i n e  
t r e e s ,  6Z½% of  t h e  n e s t s  w e r e  in  t h e  m i d d l e  t h i r d  ( v e r t i c a l l y ) ,  a n d  37½~0 
w e r e  in t h e  t o p  t h i r d .  W h e r e  t h e  g r o w t h  w a s  d e n s e  e n o u g h  n e a r e r  t h e  
g r o u n d ,  a s  in  t h e  h o n e y s u c k l e s  h e r e  a n d  a t  M a d i s o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in  a r b o r  
v i t a e  ( I ) ,  t h e  G r a c k l e s  n e s t e d  l o w e r .  M y  n e s t s  in h o n e y s u c k l e - c ,  o v e r e d  
s a p l i n g s  r a n g e d  f r o m  6 t o  16 f e e t  u p ,  in  c o n t r a s t  t o  I I  t o  50  f ~ e t  u p  

e ,  

Z 

a: 

T A B L E  Z. H E I G H T  O F  G R A C K L E  N E S T S  

46 - 50 ~ 3 

41 - 45 ~ 0 
36 - 4 0  ~ Z 

31 - 35 ~ Z 

z6- Jo ~ . - . . ' ? ' ~ ' ~ .  "~,,+.+ iz 

• V ~ - : a ~  --:~+~ .... --+ --~÷-- I3 

I I - 1 5 ~ ~  . . . . . . .  - -  II  

+ , _ l O  + 

I -  5 

Number of N e s t s  
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i n p i n e  t r e e s .  C o m p a r a t i v e  n u m b e r s  o f  n e s t s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  h e i g h t s  a r e  i l l u s -  

t r a t e d  in  T a b l e  2.  N e s t s  i n  t h e  4 6  to  S 0 - f o o t  g r o u p  a r e  t h o s e  n e a r  h o u s e s .  

W h e n  t h e  n e s t s  w e r e  i n  l a r g e  p i n e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  f r o m  f i v e  t o  t e n  
f e e t  o u t ,  s a d d l e d  on  t h i n  b r a n c h e s ,  t w i g s ,  a n d  n e e d l e s ,  b u t  in  s m a l l  p i n e s  
a n d  o t h e r  t r e e s  t h e y  w e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  t r u n k .  T h i s  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  b e -  
c a u s e  t h e  lax~ger  p i n e s  h a d  l o n g e r  a n d  s t r o n g e r  b r a n c h e s  a n d  t h u s  c o u l d  
s u p p o r t  t h e  h e a v y  n e s t s  f a r t h e r  f r o m t h e  t r u n k .  T h i n  w i l l o w  o a k  b r a n c h e s  
w o u l d  n o t  s u p p o r t  n e s t s  v e r y  f a r  f r o m t h e  t r u n k .  S i n c e  in  t h e  r o u n d - c o n -  
i c a l  p i n e s  t h e  l a r g e s t  b r a n c h e s  a r e  a l i t t l e  b e l o w  t h e  v e r t i c a l  c e n t e r ,  t h e  
n e s t s  t e n d e d  t o  be  f a r t h e r  o u t  f r o m  t h e  t r u n k s  w h e n  p l a c e d  h a l f - w a y  u p  
t h e  t r e e s  t h a n  w h e n  n e a r  t h e  t o p .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
t r u n k  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  n e s t  f r o m  t h e  t r u n k .  

T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  n o t e w o r t h y  a b o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  n e s t s  f r o m  
t h e  t r u n k  w a s  t h a t  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f e w  n e s t s  w e r e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h  
s i d e  o f  t h e  t r e e s .  P e r h a p s  t h e y  b u i l t  t h e i r  n e s t s  o n  t h e  s u n w a r d  s i d e s  
o f  t h e  t r e e s  t o  g a i n  i n c r e a s e d  w a r m t h ,  b u t  i t  w o u k i s e e m  t h a t  t h e  l e a v e s  
a b o v e  w o u l d  n u l l i f y  a n y  g a i n  o f  t h i s  s o r t .  F u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e i r  n e s t i n g  
h a b i t s  w i l l  p e r h a p s  e x p l a i n  th ' i s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  t h i n g s "  s t i l l  u n k n o w n  a -  
b o u t  t h e  P u r p l e  G r a c k l e .  

L I T E R A T U R E  C I T E D :  

I. P e t e r s e n ,  A r n o l d  a n d  Y o u n g ,  H o w a r d .  1 9 5 0 .  A N e s t i n g  S t u d y  of  t h e  
Bronzed G r a c k l e .  A u k ,  67 (4):  4 6 6 - 4 7 6 .  

2 .  P e a r s o n ,  T. G i l b e r t  ( E d i t o r - i n - C h i . e f ) .  1936 .  B i r d s  o f  A m e r i c a ,  
II: 267 .  

S O M E  B I R D S  U S E  P O I S O N  IVY S E E D S  W I T H O U T  S P R E A D I N G  T H E M  

In r e c k o n i n g  t h e  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e  o f  b i r d s ,  i t  h a s  t o  b e  c o u n t e d  
a g a i n s t  s o m e  s p e c i e s  t h a t  t h e y  s p r e a d  u n d e s i r a b l e  p l a n t s  - b y  e a t i n g  t h e  
e n t i r e  f r u i t s  o r .  s e e d s  a n d  l a t e r  r e g u r g i t a t i n g ,  o r  v o i d i n g  t h e  i n d i g e s t i b l e  
p i t s ,  w h i c h  d u l y  s p r o u t  a n d  t a k e  r o o t  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  f a i l .  O n e  o f  t h e  
p l a n t s  t h u s  s p r e a d  i s  p o i s o n  i v y ,  t h e  s e e d s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  c o a t e d  w i t h  a 
c r u m b l y  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  m a n y  b i r d s  s e e m  t o  l i k e .  

In B a l t i m o r e  C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  I h a v e  a t  o n e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r  w a t c h e d  
b i r d s  o f  e i g h t  s p e c i e s  m a k e  u s e  of  t h i s  f o o d .  A n d  i t  s e e m s  w o r t h  m e n -  
t i o n i n g  t h a t  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e m  w e r e  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  s e e d s .  A l l  o f  t h e  S l a t e -  
c o l o r e d  J u n c o s  (2 b i r d s )  a n d  C a r o l i n a  C h i c k a d e e s  (Z) m e r e l y  p i c k e d  o r  
c h e w e d  a w a y  b i t s  o f  t h e  s e e d s '  c o a t i n g ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  p i t s  t h e m s e l v e s  o n  

t h e  v i n e s .  

F i v e  . o t h e r  s p e c i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  D o w n y  W o o d p e c k e r  (I b i r d ) ,  C a t -  
b i r d  ( I ) ,  I M y r t l e  W a r b l e r  (7) ,  T r e e  S p a r r o w  ( I )  a n d  S o n g  S p a r r o w  ( I ) ,  
h a v e  a11 s w a l l o w e d  t h e  s e e d s  w h o l e ,  a n d  s o  u n d o u b t e d l y  d i d  s p r e a d  t h e  
p l a n t .  I h a v e  s e e n  t w o  W h i t e - t h r o a t e d  S p a r r o w s  p i c k  a t  t h e  s e e d s ,  b u t  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  {o d i s c e r n  w h e t h e r  t h e y  t o o k  a l l  o r  j u s t  p a r t .  

- -  H e r v e y  B r a c k b i l l .  
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S U M M A R Y  O F  ' M A R Y L A N D  N E S T  R E C O R D S ,  1 9 5 0  

H e l e n  L.  W e b s t e r  

D i d  y o u  o b s e r v e  a n y  b i r d s  n e s t i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  p a s t  s e a s o n ?  W h a t  
k i n d  ? W h e n  w a s  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  m a d e  ? W h e r e  w a s  t h e  n e s t  ? In w h a t  
t y p e  o f  h a b i t a t  w a s  i t  l o c a t e d ?  H o w  w a s  i t  c o n s t r u c t e d ?  H o w  m a n y  
e g g s  w e r e  i n  t h e  c l u t c h ?  H o w  l o n g  d i d  t h e y t a k e  t o h a t c h ?  H o w  l o n g  d i d  
t h e  y o u n g  r e m a i n  in  t h e  n e s t ?  T h e s e  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s -  
t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  n e s t i n g  h a b i t s  o f  b i r d s  y o u  c a n  a n s w e r  f o r  y o u r s e l f ;  a n d  
t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  y o u r  a n s w e r s  a n d  t h e  a n s w e r s  o f  f ~ U o w  c l u b  m e m -  
b e r s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e a d e r s  o f  M a r y l a n d  B i r d l i f e ,  b u t  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  v a l u a b l e  t o  o . t h e r s .  T h e  k e e n  n a t u r e  s t u d e r L  
l o s e s  m u c h  o f  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  i f  h e  p a s s e s  u p  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p e e p  i n t o  t h e  f a m i l y  l i f e  o~f b i r d s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e s t i n g .  
s e a s o n .  Asl~ y o u r  f r i e n d s  t o  t e l l  y o u  o f  a n y  n e s t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  
m a y  s e e .  M a n y  w i l l  be  g l a d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  in  t h i s  w a y  a n d  i n  t i m e  t h e y  
t h e m s e l v e s  m a y  s u c c u m b  t o  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  o f  b i r d  s t u d y .  

In  m a k i n g  t h e s e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o n e  s h o u l d  b e a r  in  m i n d  t h a t  in  a p -  
p r o a c h i n g  a n e s t  h e  p r o b a b l y  l e a v e s  a t r a i l  b e h i n d  t h a t  m a y  a t t r a c t  
s o m e  p r e d a t o r  t o  t h e  n e s t .  N e s t s  o n  o r  n e a r  t h e  g r o u n d  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  p r e d a t i o n  a n d  y o u r  v i s i t s  s h o u l d  b e  l i m i t e d  to  t h e  n u m b e r  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  o b t a i n  u s e f u l  d a t a .  

M a k e  y o u r  r e p o r t s  a s  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  c l e a r  a n d  
c o n c i s e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  in  t h i s  m a n n e r  h a s  g r e a t e r  v a l u e  a n d  i s  
m o r e  e a s i l y  e x t r a c t e d .  Y o u  m a y  w i s h  t o  c o n s u l t  t h e  n e s t  r e c o r d  f i l e  in  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  o r  a r t i c l e  f o r  M a r y l a n d  B i r d l i f e ,  
a n d  y o u  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  w e l l - p r e s e n t e d  d a t a .  

T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  m u c h  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  b i r d s  o f  M a r y l a n d ,  a n d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s  of  o b s e r v e r s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e  w e  c a n  
c o m p i l e  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  o n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  e c o l o g y  a n d  n e s t i n g  s e a s o n s  
o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s .  T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  r e a d  t h e  s u m m a r y  o f  M a r y -  
l a n d  n e s t  r e c o r d s  f o r  1 9 4 9  b y  C .  S. R o b b i n s  ( M a r y l a n d  B i r d l i f e  5: 41-48) 
s h o u l d  n o t  f a i l  t o  d o  s o .  T h i s  a r t i c l e  g i v e s  s o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  m a n y  
t h i n g s  y e t  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  b i r d s  n e s t i n g  in  M a r y l a n d .  

T h e  s u m m a r y  o f  n e s t  r e c o r d s  r e p o r t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  M a r y -  
l a n d  O r n i t h o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  is  t o  b e  a n  a m a u a l  a f f a i r ,  s o  be  s u r e  t o  r e -  
q u e s t  n e s t  r e c o r d  c a r d s  f r o m  l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  be  r e a d y  
to  r e p o r t  a n y  n e s t s  y o u  m a y  o b s e r v e  t h i s  s p r i n g  a n d  s u r n n a e r .  

S p e c i a l  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  i s  d u e  E d w i n  W i l l i s ,  w h o  s u b m i t t e d  d e -  
t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  o n  3 0 9  n e s t s  a n d  a l s o  p r e p a r e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s u m m a r y  o f  
h i s  d a t a .  O t h e r  m e m b e r s  w h o  r e p o r t e d  20  o r  m o r e  n e s t s  w e r e  M i s s  
A. A .  B r a n d e n b u r g ,  R o b e r t  D i c k e r m a n ,  D o u g l a s  H a c k m a n ,  R o b e r t  T .  
M i t c h e l l ,  C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s ,  R o s e m a r y  B. T h o m a s  a n d  W. B .  T y r r e U .  
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B l a c k  Duck n e s t ,  E l l i o t t  I s . ,  M a y  15, 1949. C l a r k  G. W e b s t e r  

The  f o l l o w i n g  s u m m a r y  c o n t a i n s  s e l e c t e d  n o t e s  on the  89 s p e c i e s  
r e p o r t e d  in 1950. 

GREAT BLUE HERON - About 30 nests on Mar. 2-4, and young a- 

bout half grown on May 16 at Fairhaven, A.A. County (W. B. Tyrrell). 

LEAST BITTERN - Three nests recorded, with 3, 4, and Z eggs, 

on J u n e  11, 22, and  28 a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r ,  B a l t i n ~ o r e  Co. (Edwin  W i l l i s ) .  
M A L L A R D  - N e s t  w i t h  9 e g g s  on M a y  13 at  S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t  

i n  B a l t i m o r e  Co. w a s  e m p t y  on M a y  Z7 (Wi l l i s ) .  
B L A C K  D U C K  - L a t e  n e s t  wi th  5 e g g s  on :rune 14 at  Swan P o i n t ,  

K e n t  Co. (Yudge & M r s .  W. L. H e n d e r s o n ) .  
WOOD DUCK - Hen  w i t h  4 young  on Apr .  2.8 a t  M a r s h a l l  D i e r s -  

s e n  R e f u g e ,  M o n t g o m e r y  County .  ( R o b e r t  J. Bea ton ) .  F i v e  n e s t s  a t  P a -  
t u x e n t  R e f u g e  w i t h  10~ 10, 13,.11 and 10 e g g s ,  w h c i h  h a t c h e d  on June  2, 
1Z, Z6, J u l y  6 and Yuly 25; the  l a t t e r  i s  a v e r y  l a t e  da te .  ( C l a r k  G. Web- 
s t e r ) .  

R E D - S H O U L D E R E D  HAWK - F o u r  downy  young,  10 d a y s  o ld ,  in  
f o r k  of s y c a m o r e  t r e e  n e a r  H a l e t h o r p e ,  M a y  7 (Ruth L e n d e r k i n g ) .  

O S P R E Y  - B u i l d i n g ,  M a r .  3, C a r o l i n e  C o u n t y  ( R o b e r t a  F l e t c h e r ) .  
N e s t  w i t h  3 e g g s ,  A s s a t e a g u e  I s . ,  M a y  4 (J. H. Bucka lew) .  F i v e  n e s t s  
c o n t a i n i n g  3 e g g s ,  3 young  & 1 egg ,  1 egg ,  2 young ,  arl 3 young ,  June  6, 
E a s t e r n  Shore  (W. B r y a n t  Tyrre11).  

BALD E A G L E  - I n d i c a t i o n s  on A p r i l  27 m a t  young had  b e e n  r e -  
m o v e d  f r o m  n e s t ;  l o c a l i t y  w i t h h e l d  ( T y r r e l l ) .  

MARSH H A W K  - One young  and 3 e g g s  (Z p ipped ) ,  June Z3 at  B i t t -  
i n g e r ,  G a r r e t t  Co. (Tyrre11) ;  s e c o n d  n e s t  r e c o r d  for  w e s t e r n  M a r y l a n d .  
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SPARROW HAWK - One young in n e s t ,  M a y  Z6", Dunda l k  (Kolb). 
R U F F E D  GROUSE - N e s t  w i th  15 e g g s ,  May  13, C a t o c t i n  Mt . ,  

F r e d e r i c k  Co. ( C a t o c t i n  C o n f e r e n c e ,  M. O. S.). 
B O B - W H I T E  - E g g s  r e p o r t e d  as  e a r l y  a s  Yune 25 and as  l a t e  as  

Aug. 13, bo th  in H a r f o r d  Co. ( R o s e m a r y  B. T h o m a s ) •  0 
KING R A I L  - N e s t  w i th  8 e g g s ,  C a r o l i n e  Co . ,  June Z3 ( R o b e r t a  

F l e t c h e r ) .  
C L A P P E R  R A I L  - M a y  20, n e s t  w i th  I I  e g g s ,  W e s t  O c e a n  C i t y  

(Low,  B u c k a l e w  and m a n y  o t h e r s ,  M.O.S. t r i p ) .  
VIRGINIA R A I L -  June  3, Z e g g s  in n e s t  a t  S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t ,  

B a l t i m o r e  Co. (Wi l l i s ) .  June  26, adu l t  w i th  downy  young a t  Kent  N a r -  
r o w s  (R. D i c k e r m a n ,  R. Gibbs ) .  Ju ly  8, adu l t  w i th  young,  Un i ty ,  M o n t -  
g o m e r y  Co. (Seth H. Low).  

K I L L D E E R  - T w e l v e  n e s t s  o r  b r o o d s  r e c o r d e d .  ' N e s t  w i t h  4 e g g s  
as  e a r l y  a s  M a r .  Z5, and a n o t h e r  wi th  4 e g g s  a s  l a t e  a s  June 11 a t  M i d -  
d le  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  J u l y  Z7, one e x t r e r r ~ l y  l a t e  downy  young at  F o r t  
M e a d e ,  Anne A r u n d e l  Co. ( D i c k e r m a n ) .  

S P O T T E D  S A N D P I P E R  - J u v e n i l e ,  Ju ly  Z, Kent  Is.  ( D i e k e r m a n ) .  
G U L L - B I L L E D  T E R N -  T w e l v e  j u v e n i l e s  bamded on i s l a n d  off 

South P o i n t ,  W o r c e s t e r  Co . ,  J u l y  Z ( B u c k a l e w ) ;  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e r e .  
COIV~V[ON T E R N  - P o o r  s e a s o n ;  I63 young b a n d e d ,  J u l y  Z, off 

South P o i n t  (Bucka lew) .  On Aug. 5 a t  O c e a n  C i ty ,  qane v e r y  l a t e  n e s t  
wi th  e g g s ,  18 downy  young ,  ~nd 18 f e a t h e r e d  young not  ye t  ab le  to  f ly  

( R o b e r t  D i c k e r m a n ,  R o b e r t  G ibbs ,  M a r t h a  T r e v e r ) .  
L E A S T  T E R N  - June  Z4, 32 young b a n d e d  off South P o i n t  ( B u c k a -  

few). June 17, 8 n e s t s  w i t h  2 e g g s  e a c h ,  Cove  P t . ,  C a l v e r t  Co. (M.O.S. 
t r i p ,  r e p o r t e d  by P e a r l  H e a p s ) .  Ju ly  9, Z e g g s  in n e s t ,  a l s o  4 j u v e n i l e  
b i r d s  w e l l - f e a t h e r e d  on w i n g s ,  b a c k  and b r e a s t ,  Cove  P o i n t  ( D i c k e r -  
m a n  and Gibbs ) .  Ju ly .  i 3 ,  IZ or  m o r e  young  in  co lony  at  O x f o r d ,  T a l b o t  
Co. ( Judge  and hi l t s .  H e n d e r s o n ) .  

BLACK SKIIvIIMER - Ju ly  Z, 92 y o u n g  b a n d e d  off  South P o i n t ,  W o r -  
c e s t e r  Co. (Bucka lew) .  Aug.  5, one l a t e  downy  young,  O c e a n C i t y  ( D i c k -  
e r m a n ,  G ibbs ,  T r e v e r ) .  

MOURNING D O V E -  Seven  n e s t s  r e c o r d e d .  The e a r l i e s t  c o n -  
t a i n e d  Z e g g s  on A p r .  15 in F r e d e r i c k  Co. ,  and was  s u c c e s s f u l  (Rod-  
g e r s  S m i t h  and M r s .  M. :/. H o y l e r ) .  The l a t e s t  n e s t  r e p o r t e d  c o n t a i n e d  
Z e g g s  w h i c h  h a t c h e d  on Aug. 3 but w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  on Aug. 4, M i d d l e  
R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) .  

Y E L L O W - B I L L E D  CUCKOO - J u l y  31, 3 e g g s ,  u n s u c c e s s f u l ;  Aug. 
6, n e s t  w i t h  I young and I egg;  both  at  M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  

B L A C K - B I L L E D  CUCKOO - Two e g g s  found on ~uly 16 h a t c h e d  
abou t  l u l y  19, M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) ;  v e r y  l a t e  r e c o r d .  

BARN OWL - June Z5, 1 young n e a r l y  g r o w n  and Z a d d l e d  e g g s  in 
o b s e r v a t i o n  t o w e r ,  B l a c k w a t e r  Re fuge  (Kolb). June 18, young in n e s t  in 
b a r n ,  C h a r l e s  Coun ty  (M.O.S. t r i p ) .  

S C R E E C H  OWL - T h r e e  young l e f t  n e s t ,  yune Z0, L e a k i n  P a r k ,  
B a l t i m o r e  C i t y  (T. C. Buck) ;  l a t e  r e c o r d .  

BARRED O W L -  M a y  20, 1 egg ,  Whi te  M a r s h ,  B a l t i m o r e  Co. 
(Doug la s  H a c k m a n ) .  A p r .  7, a n e s t  Z5 ft. a b o v e  g round ,  F o r e s t  G l e n ,  

M o n t g o m e r y  Co. ( F r a n k  C. C r o s s ) .  
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C H I M N E Y  S W I F T  - A d u l t s  b r e a k i n g  t w i g s  o f f  t r e e s  a t  M i d d l e  R i v -  

e r  f r o m  M a y  Z7 t o  J u n e  10 ( W i l l i s ) .  
R U  BY- THROATED HUbAI~AINGBIKD - Aug. 17 ,  adult feeding y o u n g  

on wire, Gibson Island (Hendersons). 
BELTED KINGFISHER - May 13, building in bank along river, 

Loeb Raven, Baltimore Co. (C. Haven Kolb, ~r.). 
F L I C K E R  - B u i l d i n g  a s  e a r l y  a s  A p r ,  7 ,  M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) .  

S e v e n  e g g s  in  n e s t  b o x  a t  P a t u x e n t ,  I u n e  4 ( M i t c h e l l ) .  
PILEATED WOODPECKER - Adult feeding Z young, 3une 19 at 

Bittinger, Garrett Co. (Tyrrell & Allegany unit's 3unior Camp). 
R E D - B E L L I E D  W O O D P E C K E R  - Y o u n g  h e a r d  i n  n e s t ,  J u n e  6 ,  

Chase; one caught and banded on June Z0 (Orville W. Crowder and ~hrm. 

S. McHoul). 
R E D - H E A D E D  W O O D P E C K E R  - N e s t  i n  M a y ,  60  f t .  h i g h  i n  B a l t i -  

m o r e  City ( l~uth  Lenderking). 
HAIRY WOODPECKER - Noisy young heard in Towson nest, May 

30 to June 9 (Kolb). Young out of nest, July Z, Towson (Coles). 
DOWNY W O O D P E C K E R  - Young out of nest, 2June ZZ at Towson 

(Mr. ~ Mrs. R. D. Cole). 
EASTERN KINGBIRD - N~ne nests recorded. First eggs, June 16, 

~'hite hAarsh (Hackman). Last yoking in nest, July ZB, at Patuxent l~e- 
search Refuge, near Laurel (Robert Mitchell). 

CRESTED FLYCATCHER - Young out of nest, June 3, Forest Glen 
(Cross). Adult feeding nearly-groxvn young, Sept. 4, G'~nns Falls Park, 

B a  

J 

~ i m o r e  C i t y  ( M i s s  A. A. B r a n d e n b u r g ) .  

N::) :4: 

T e n  n e w l ' r - h a t c h e d  W o o d  D u c k s  in  a b a n d o n e d  S t a r l i n g  n e s t  
in  P a t u x e n t  n e s t  b o x ,  3 u i y  Z6,  1 9 5 0 .  C l a r k  G. W e b s t e r .  
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EASTERN PHOEBE - Nesting started late. No full clutch repbrt- 
ed before May 6, when Kolb found 5 eggs at Loch Raven. 

ACADIAN FLYCATCHER- Two very late records. July 14, 3 
eggs, Whlteford, Harford Co. (Duncan Mc:ntosh). Four young left nest 
in mid-August, Camp Roosevelt, Calvert Co. (Rod. Smith). 

EASTERN WOOD PEWEE - Three well-feathered young as early 
as June 13, Darlington, Harford Co. (Rosemary B. Thomas). Young in 
n e s t ,  Ju ly  : ': ' ,  M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wil l i s ) .#  

HORNED LARK - T h r e e  e g g s ,  M c D o n o g h ,  M a r .  Z4 ( J a c k  W e a v e r ) .  
BANK AND ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOWS - Young in n e s t s ( a t  

l e a s t  300 n e s t s ) ,  M a y  30, C h e s .  & Del. C a n a l  ( M i s s  B r a n d e n b u r g ) .  
BARN SWALLOW - F i r s t  e g g s ,  Ma y  20, F r e d e r i c k  Co. (Rod.  

Smith). Latest hatching date, Aug. 4, Patuxent Refuge (Robbins). 
PURPLE MARTIN - Four eggs, :lune 14, Baltimore Co. (Duvall 

Jones). Last young still in nest, Aug. 7, Laurel (Thomas B. Israel). 
Colony of 166 pairs in 5 boxes at Federalsburg, Caroline Co. (Virgil B. 
Turner). The largest box, with 96 rooms, is believed to be the largest 
Martin house in the State. Approximately 637.young left the houses suc- 
cessfully. The mortality rate because of heat was extremely low this 
year due to aluminum paint over the dark green roofs; in 1949, before 
the a l u m i n u m  p a i n t  w a s  a p p l i e d ,  a l m o s t  a l l  b i r d s  n e a r  the  8th f loor  
s m o t h e r e d ,  even  though  the  h o u s e  w a s  w e l l  v e n t i l a t e d .  

BLUE JAY - B u i l d i n g ,  Apr .  13, M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) .  F o u r  young 
f lew f r o m  n e s t  a t  Whi t e  M a r s h ,  June 28 (Hackman) ;  and Z l e f t  n e s t  a t  
M i d d l e  R i v e r  on :luly 28 (Wi l l i s ) .  

CAROLINA C H I C K A D E E  - B u i l d i n g  at  T a k o m a  P a r k ,  M a r .  18 ( T y r -  
r e l l ) .  Six young h a t c h e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  p a r e n t s  and young e a t i n g  s u e t  at  
F e d e r a l s b u r g ,  :June I I  ( V i r g i l  T u r n e r ) .  Ydung out of n e s t  a t  Towson ,  
June 18 (Coles ) .  

T U F T E D  TITMOUSE - B u i l d i n g ,  Ma y  6; Z or 3 e g g s ,  M a y  17, and 
n e a r l y - f e a t h e r e d  young ,  :June 3 a t  R o s e d a l e ,  B a l t i m o r e  Co. (Duva l l  
:Jones). F i v e  e g g s ,  May  19; 6 young  h a t c h e d ,  June  2; l e f t  n e s t ,  :June Z0, 
D a r l i n g t o n ,  H a r f o r d  Co. ( R o s e m a r y  B. T h o m a s ) .  

W H I T E - B R E A S T E D  NUTHATCH - T h r e e  young out of n e s t  be ing  
fed by  p a r e n t  as  l a t e  as  l u l y  15, B a l t i m o r e  Co. ( M i s s  B r a n d e n b u r g ) .  

HOUSE WREN - Nest with 7 eggs at Patuxent Refuge on May" Z4 
(Mitchell and Robey). Five young innest as early as MayZ5 at Fallston, 
Harford Co. (Betty Scarff). Last young left MiddleRiver nest, Aug. 13 
or 14 (Willis). Mean clutch size, 6.Z for 19 first-brood nests; 5.5 for 
17 second-brood nests. One nest at Patuxent Research Refuge con- 
tained 8 young on June 7 (Harry Blagbrough). 

CAROLINA WREN - Building, Apr. 6, Middle River (Willis). First 
young in nest, May 23, Towson (Kolb). " F4ve young still in nest at Mid- 
dle River, Aug. Z0 (Willis). 

LONG-BILLED MARSH WREN - Forty-two nests of 2-3 pairs stud- 
ied in Middle River area by Willis. First set complete, May Z7; last 
completed, :Juiy Z9. First young hatched on :June 9, and last on Aug'. l I. 
First young out on :June ZZ, last still in nest on Aug. 19. Nesting suc- 
cess, 31~/o. Three nests "contained 3 eggs, twenty contained 4 eggs, and 
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K i l d e e r  n e s t ,  O c e a n  C i t y ,  Ma y  Z l ,  1949. C l a r k . G .  W e b s t e r .  

n ine  c o n t a i n e d  5 e g g s .  The l o w e s t  n e s t  w a s  1 ft. 8 in . ;  the  h i g h e s t ,  3f t .  
i 0  in.;  the  m e d i a n ,  2 ft. 7 in. 

MOCKINGBIRD - B u i l d i n g ,  Apr .  Z3, M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) .  T h r e e  
e g g s ,  M a y  5, F r e d e r i c k  Go. (Rod. S m i t h  and M r s .  M. I .  H o y l e r ) .  Young 
l e f t  n e s t ,  M a y  17, H a v r e  de G r a c e  ( R o s a m o n d  Beech) .  B u i l d i n g ,  M a y  16; 
5 e g g s  in  n e s t ,  M a y  ZS; 3 young  s e v e r a l  d a y s  old,  :rune 1Z; 3 young  le f t  
n e s t ,  June Z3; a d u l t  b u i l d i n g  new n e s t ,  June Z5, D a r l i n g t o n ,  H a r f o r d  Co. 
( R o s e m a r y  B. T h o m a s ) .  

CATBIRD - F i r s t  fu l l  s e t s ,  M a y  14 at  B e r w y n  (G.S. and F.. G. 
R o b b i n s )  and M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  L a s t  e g g s  h a t c h e d ,  Aug. 17 ( v e r y  
l a t e ) ,  and young l e f t ,  Aug. 27, M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  S u c c e s s  of 3I 
n e s t s ,  60~o ( W i l l i s ) .  The l o w e s t  n e s t  w a s  2 ft. 8 in. ,  the  h i g h e s t  w a s  20 
f t . ,  and  the m e d i a n  w a s  6 ft. S e v e n t e e n  f i r s t - b r o o d  c l u t c h e s  w e r e  d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  one s e t  of 5 e g g s ,  e l e v e n  s e t s  of 4,  t h r e e  s e t s  of  3, 
and  two  s e t s  of Z ( m e a n ,  3.6); in the s e c o n d  b r o o d  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  s e t s  
of 4,  f o u r t e e n  of 3, and  t h r e e  of 2 (mean ,  3.0). 

BROWN T H R A S H E R -  Bu i ld ing ,  Apr .  g6; 2 e g g s ,  M a y  1 3 ; e g g s  
gone ,  May  14, H a r f o r d  Go. ( R o s e m a r y  B. T h o m a s ) .  Aug. 26, a d u l t  f e e d -  
ing  young out of n e s t ,  C a r o l i n e  Go. ( M r s .  R o b e r t a  F l e t c h e r ) .  F o u r t e e n  
M i d d l e  R i v e r  n e s t s  w e r e  3 5 ~  successful  (Willis) .  The l o w e s t  n e s t  w a s  
8 in. off the  gr~rand, t he  h i g h e s t  w a s  10 f t . ,  and the m e d i a n  w a s  5 ft. 
F i v e  c l u t c h e s  of 4 e g g s  and f ive  of 3 w e r e  r e c o r d e d  in the f i r s t  b r o o d ,  
and  one of 4,  s i x  of 3, and one of g in the  s e c o n d  brood.  

ROBIN - " F i r s t b u i l d i n g ,  Apr .  12, and l a s t ,  ~uly 12. F o u r  eggs, 
Apr .  30, R o s e d a l e  D u v a l l  Jones) .  F o u r  e g g s ,  Ma y  2Z; 3 h a t c h e d ;  one 
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of second brood seen out of nest "on June 25 at Middle River; last brood 
left nest on Aug. I0 (Willis). Forty-nine nests studied by Willis .were 
between 50~o and 60~0 successful. The lowest nest was 28 in. off the 
ground, the highest was 47 ft., and the median was 22 ft. Sets laid up to 
May 15 had the following clutch sizes: seven records of 4 eggs, three of 
3, and one of 2; after May 15, four records of 3. 

WOOD THRUSH - Building, May 13; one egg, May 17; nest de- 
stroyed by thunder storm, White Marsh, Baltimore Co. (Hackman)." 
June 3, 4 eggs plus one Cowbird egg (removed); June 14, young left nest, 
F r e d e r i c k  County  ( M a r t h a  Kemp S l e r n r ne r ) .  June 23, young  r e a d y  to  
l e a v e  n e s t ,  T o w s o n  ( C o l e s ) .  T h i r t y - t w o  n e s t s  r a n g e d  f r o m  3 ft. to  4Z ft. 
above  the g r o u n d ,  w i t h  a m e d i a n  of ? ft. 3 in. The  i n c u b a t i o n  p e r i o d  w a s  

a p p a r e n t l y  12 d a y s ,  and young  r e m a i n e d  in the n e s t  abou t  13 d a y s  a f t e r  
h a t c h i n g .  The l a t e s t  e g g  da te  w a s  J u l y  Z0, M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) .  In 
f i r s t - b r o o d  n e s t s  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  s e t s  of 4 e g g s  and four  s e t s  of 3; in 
s e c o n d  b rood ,  f i v e  s e t s  of 3, and f ive  s e t s  of 2. E i g h t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  of 
the young l e f t  ,~2 n e s t s  s t u d i e d  by  WLllis .  

E A S T E R N  B L U E B I R D  - F i r s t  c o m p l e t e d  n e s t ,  Apr .  Z7; 4 young  in 
n e s t ,  May  24; P a t u x e n t  Re fuge  ( M i t c h e l l  & Robey) .  A d u l t s  f e ed i ng  n o i s y  
young ,  May  Zl, C l e a r  S p r i n g  (Robbins  & Dural1) .  

B L U E - G R A Y  G N A T C A T C H E R  - B u i l d i n g  8 ft. o v e r  w a t e r , A p r .  2Z, 
S e n e c a  ( T y r r e l l ) .  A d u l t s  f e e d ing  young in  n e s t ,  May  6, C h a r l e s  Co. (IV[. 
C . C r o n e ,  M . W . G o l d m a n ,  A . R . S t i c k l e y ) .  F i r s t  b r e e d i n g  r e c o r d s  fo r  c e n -  
t r a l  M a r y l a n d  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  by the  F r e d e r i c k  B r a n c h ,  who found a p a i r  
b u i l d i n g  on May  6 in F r e d e r i c k  Co. ,  and  by R o b b i n s  and D u v a l l ,  who 
w a t c h e d  a p a i r  b u i l d i n g  in an  app le  o r c h a r d  n e a r  S p i c k l e r ,  n o r t h e a s t  of 
C l e a r  S p r i n g ,  W a s h i n g t o n  Co. ,  on May Zl. 

C E D A R  WAXWING - B u i l d i n g  30 ft.  up in s c r u b  p i n e ,  June  14, 
M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  Young in n e s t  in b e e c h  t r e e ,  ;~0 ft. a b o v e  g r o u n d ,  " 
June 18, C h a s e  ( H a c k m a n ) .  F e m a l e  on n e s t ,  June  17, C h a r l o t t e  H a l l ,  St. 
M a r y s  Co. ( M i s s  B r a n d e n b u r g  and M.O.S. t r i p ) .  

STARLING - F i v e  young abou t  4 d a y s  o ld ,  P a t u x e n t  R e f u g e ,  Apr .  
Z7 ( M i t c h e l l  & Robey) .  L a t e s t  young ,  June  30, 8 ft. up in a p p l e  t r e e  n e a r  
C l e a r  S p r i n g ,  W a s h i n g t o n  CO. (Robbins ) .  

W H I T E - E Y E D  VIREO - Bu i ld ing ,  Ma y  6, C a r o l i n e  Co.  (k4a rv in  
Hewl t t ) .  Young out ,  June 17, Midd le  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  

R E D - E Y E D  VIREO - N e s t  n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d ,  l u n e  6; 1 egg ,  June 
15; and  ful l  c l u t c h  of 4 on :~une 18; i n c u b a t i o n  w a s  13 d a y s  and  the  young  
r e m a i n e d  in the n e s t  l0  to  I I  d a y s ,  M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  T h r e e  e g g s ,  
June 2-0, B i t t i n g e r ,  G a r r e t t  Co. ( T y r r e l l ) .  Two young j u s t  out of the  
n e s t  w e r e  caugh t  on Aug. .Z0 by W i l l i s ,  who  s a w  f u l l - g r o w n  young  b e i n g  
fed a s  l a t e  a s  Sept .  Z7 at  M i d d l e  R i v e r .  N i n e t e e n  n e s t s  r a n g e d  f r o m  3 
to 48 ft. in h e i g h t ,  w i t h  a m e d i a n  of 9 ft. 8 in. 

W O R M - E A T I N G  W A R B L E R  - Adu l t  f e e d i n g  young out of n e s t ,  Ju ly  
Z3, W o r t h i n g t o n ' V a l l e y ,  B a l t i m o r e  C o . , ( C o l e s ) .  

Y E L L O W  W A R B L E R  - N e s t  found on June  Z4 in  a s e a - m y r t l e  at  
S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t ,  B a l t i m o r e  Co.,  w a s  a l r e a d y  e m p t y  ( W i l l i s ) .  

C H E S T N U T - S I D E D  W A R B L E R  - Young out  o f n e s t :  Ju ly  Z3, W o r t h -  
i ng ton  V a l l e y ,  B a l t i m o r e  Co, (Coles ) .  
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PRAIRIE WARBLER - Three eggs, /une 8, Patuxent Refuge (Rob- 
ert T. Mitchell). 

KENTUCKY WARBLER - Young, recently out of nest, June Zl at 
Patuxent Refuge (Mitchell & Blagbrough). Ydung out of nest, June Z5, 
Harford County (Rosemary B. Thomas). 

YELLOW-THROAT - Building, May Z4, Patuxent (Blagbrough). 
Building, June 1O; 4 eggs, June 17, Loch Raven (Haven Kolb). 

HOODED WARBLER - Four young left nest in Leakin Park, Bal- 
timore Ci ty ,  on June  ZZ (T. C. Buck) .  

A_k4ERICAN R E D S T A R T  - June Z5, young  in n e s t  40 ft.  up in wh i t e  
oak  t r e e  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  (Wi l l i s ) .  

ENGLISH SPARRO W - In F r e d e r i c k  Co. ,  Rod S m i t h  found a t a l l  
p i n e  wi th  about  15 n e s t s  tn i t  on M a y  30; the  n e s t s  c o n t a i n e d  e g g s  and 
young  in a l l  s t a g e s  of d e v e l o p m e n t .  Young le f t  n e s e  u n d e r  e a v e s  of 
s m a l l  shed  at  M i d d l e  R i v e r  on Aug. 4 ( W i l l i s ) .  

R E D - W I N G  - B u i l d i n g ,  Ma y  6, air M i d d l e  R i v e r .  An e a r l y  c lu t ch  
of 4 e g g s  at  S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t  on M a y  14, h a t c h e d  on M a y  Zg. A v e r y  
l a t e  n e s t  w i th  young ,  Aug.  4, S t r a w b e r r y  P o i n t .  M e a n  c l u t c h  of 41 n e s t s  
w a s  3.Z5, and 57~, of young  l e f t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  (Wi l l i s ) .  

ORCHARD O R I O L E  - F i v e  e g g s  on June  2, 4 young on June 5, P a -  
t u x e n t  (Mi t che l l ) .  F e m a l e  on n e s t ,  June  17, C a l v e r t  Co. ( B r a n d e n b u r g ) .  

BALTnN4ORE O R I O L E  - T h r e e  young out of n e s t  a t  L u t h e r v i l l e ,  
B a l t i m o r e  Co.,  Yune Z1 ( B r a n d e n b u r g ) .  A p p a r e n t l y  only  one of a b rood  
of 4 tha t  h a t c h e d  abou t  June  9 a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  s u r v i v e d  ( W i l l i s ) .  

P U R P L E  G R A C K L E  - See a r t i c l e  by W i l l i s  in t h i s  i s s u e .  
COWBIRD - W i l l i s  r e p o r t e d  e l e v e n  c a s e s  of p a r a s i t i s m  in R e d -  

e y e d  V i r e o  n e s t s ,  t e n  c a s e s  in Song S p a r r o w  n e s t s ,  two  in C a r o l i n a  
W r e n s ,  and  one e a c h  in  n e s t s  of the f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i e s :  Y e l l o w - t h r o a t ,  
R e d s t a r t ,  R e d - w i n g ,  O r c h a r d  O r i o l e ,  and  T o w h e e ;  the e a r l i e s t ,  egg  da te  
w a s  b e t w e e n  Apr .  Z4 and Z6 ( C a r o l i n a  W r e n  n e s t ) ,  and the  l a s t  young 
b e g g e d  f r o m  a Towhee  on Aug. Z8. M r .  and  M r s .  R . D .  Co le  r e p o r t e d  
young  b e i n g  fed on J u l y  I by a R e d - e y e d  V i r e o ,  S c a r l e t  T a n a g e r ,  R e d -  
e y e d  Towhee ,  and  Song S p a r r o w .  One young  w a s  fed by a Y e l l o w -  
b r e a s t e d  Chat ,  J u l y  18, P a t u x e n t  ( M i t c h e l l ) .  Young w e r e  fed by a R e d -  
e y e d  V i r e o  as  l a t e  a s  Aug. 20 at  R i v e r d a l e  ( J a m e s  B. Cope) .  O the r  
h o s t s  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  y e a r  w e r e  Wood T h r u s h  (~- r e c o r d s ) ,  O v e n - b i r d ,  
C h i p p i n g  S p a r r o w ,  F i e l d  S p a r r o w .  

S C A R L E T  T A N A G E R  - Adul t s  w e r e  s e e n  f e e d i ng  3 young  at M a g -  
othy River Park, Anne Arundel Co., June Z3 (Brandenburg). Four 
young in nest, lune Z4, White Marsh, Baltimore Co. (Hackman). Three 
eggs hatched on June 16, Middle River" (Willis). 

CARDINAL - Female on 4 eggs, May IZ, Patuxent (Robbins). Ad- 
ult feeding very late young out of nest at Loch Raven, Sept. 16 (Kolb). 

INDIGO BUNTING - First full clutch, 3 eggs, Patuxent, 3une l 
(Mitchell). July 2-3, 2_ young and 2, eggs in blackberry bush at Darling- 
ton; 4 young on July ~-6 (Rosemary Thomas). Latest nesting reported 
was 3 young out of nest, Sept. 10, Baltimore Co. (Brandenburg). 
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EASTERN GOLDFINCH - N e s t  ha l f  comple ted ,  Ju ly  Z0; b i rd  on 
n e s t ,  July  30 and Aug. 13, D a r l i n g t o n  ( R o s e m a r y  T h o m a s ) .  Aug. 9, 
bui ld ing;  Sept. 4, a l l  4 eggs  ha tched;  incuba t ion  pe r i od  12½ to 15 days ;  
young r e m a i n e d  in n e s t  13 to 15½ days ,  S t r a w b e r r y  Po in t  (Will is) .  F i r s t  
young left  nes t ,  Aug. Z9, and l a s t  young died in n e s t  a f te r  Sept. 24, Mid-  
dle R i v e r  a r e a  (Will is) .  

R E D - E Y E D  TOWHEE - F o u r  eggs ,  May 25, White M a r s h  (Hack-  
man) .  F o u r  e g g s ,  May 31, Pa tuxen t  ( O s c a r  Warbach)  N e s t s  with 4 
e g g s ,  3 young & 1 egg ,  and 2 eggs  w e r e  found on /une  2, June  3, and 
Ju ly  27 at Middle R i v e r  (Willis).  E x t r e m e  da tes  of leaving  Middle R i v e r  
n e s t s  w e r e  June 4 and Aug. 12 (Willis).  

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW - Nest with 4 young, StrawberryPoint, 
B a l t i m o r e  Co. (Willis). 

CHIPPING SPARROW - Two eggs  p lus  one Cowbi rd  egg in n e s t  in 
r o s e  b u s h ,  May Zl. Bui lding,  May 30; 2_ young ha tched ,  June 15; left  
n e s t ,  June 23; both at D a r l i n g t o n  ( R o s e m a r y  T h o m a s ) .  T h r e e  eggs  at 
Middle R i v e r ,  / u l y  12 (Will is) .  F u l l - g r o w n  young s t i l l  begging for  food, 
Sept. Z at Middle R i v e r  (Willis).  

F I E L D  SPARROW - F o u r  eggs ,  May 20, White M a r s h ;  3 ha tched ,  
May  Z4 (Hackman) .  N e s t  unde r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  at Loch  Raven ,  June 10; 3 
e g g s ,  June 17 (Kolb). E x t r e m e  da tes  fo r  l eav ing  Middle R ive r  n e s t s ,  
June 18 and Aug. Z3 (Will is) .  E igh t  May  n e s t s  r anged  f r o m  0 to 8½ in. 
off the g round  (median ,  4½ in.); nine l a t e r  n e s t s  r anged  f r o m  0 to Z ft. 
(median ,  I ft. 1 in.) 

SONG SPARROW - F o u r  eggs ,  May 14; Z ha tched  on May 24, o ther  
Z in fe r t i l e ,  B a l t i m o r e  Ci ty  (G.M.Ort i~) .  La te  young left  a Middle R ive r  
n e s t  on Sept. 3 (Will is) .  Seven se t s  laid in May a v e r a g e d  4.6 e g g s ,  five 
s e t s  laid in June a v e r a g e d  3.8, and ten  laid in Ju ly  and Augus t  a v e r a g e d  
3.1. Median n e s t  h e i g h t s  for  t h e s e  s a m e  t h r e e  p e r i o d s  w e r e  Z 3 /4  in.; 
1 ft. 3 in.; and Z ft. 10 in. 

House  Wren ,  A r b u t u s ,  
June 18, 1950. I. E. Hampe  

Young B a r r e d  Owl,  Relay ,  
May 8, 1947. I . E .  Hampe  
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EUROPEAN CORMORANT OBSERVED AT OCEAN C I T Y ,  MARYLAND 

O n  D e c e m b e r  13 ,  1 9 5 0 ,  w h i l e  o n  p a t r o l  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  O c e a n  C i -  
t y  I n l e t ,  I s a w  a l a r g e ,  d a r k  b i r d  a t  t h e  m o u t h  "of  t h e  i n l e t .  B i n o c u l a r s  
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  a c o r m o r a n t ;  h o w e v e r ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  
d o u b l e - c r e s t e d  s p e c i e s  c o m m o n  in  t h i s  a r e a .  A f t e r  a s h o r t  t i m e  t h e  
c o r m o r a n t  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  p e r c h e d  o n  a c h a n n e l  m a r k e r  j u s t  
a c r o s s  t h e  i n l e t  f r o m  w h e r e  I w a s  . s t a n d i n g .  A s  t h e  b i r d  p r e e n e d ,  I 
c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  b e l l y  a r e a  w a s  w h i t e .  O n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s i z e ,  
a n d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  w h i t e  u n d e r p a r t s ,  i t  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a 's  
t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o r m o r a n t  ( P h a l a c r o c o r a x  c a r b o ) .  A b i r d o f t h i s s p e c i e s ,  
a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s a m e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s e e n  in  t h i s  i n l e t  o n  
D e c e m b e r  Z7,  1 9 5 0 ,  b y  E r n e s t  G.  B a l d w l n ,  F r e d  M.  P a c k a r d ,  a n d  J o h n  
W. T a y l o r ,  J r .  T h e  E u r o p e a n C o r m o r a n t  w a s  g i v e n  a p l a c e  o n  t h e  M a r . y -  
l a n d  l i s t  b y  K i r k w o o d  ( T r a n s .  M d .  A c a d .  S e i . ,  Z: Z 5 8 ,  1895)  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  A u d u b o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h i s  s p e c i e s  " i s  r a r e l y  s e e n  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  
t h a n  t h e  e x t r e m e  l i m i t s  o f  M a r y l a n d ,  b u t  f r o m  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y  e a s t w a r d  
i t  b e c o m e s  m o r e  p l e n t i f u l . "  N o  f u r t h e r  d a t a  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h i s  s p e c i e s  
h a s  n o t  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  a s  a M a r y l a n d  b i r d  b y  s u b s e q u e n t  a u t h o r s ,  a n d  
t h e  p r e s e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  f o r  w h i c h  d e f i n i t e  l o c a l i t i e s  a n d  
d a t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  E u r o p e a n  C o r m o r a n t  w i n t e r s  r e g u l a r l y  a s  f a r  
s ' o u t h  a s  L o n g  I s l a n d ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  c a s u a l l y  t o  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  
a n d  G e o r g i a .  

J o h n  H.  B u c k a l e w  

W H I T E - C R O W N E D  S P A R R O W S  W I N T E R I N G  O N  T H E  
E A S T E R N  S H O R E  O F  M A R Y L A N D  

On January I, 1951, while participating in the Susquehanna-Sassa- 
fras Christmas Count, we .stopped approximately 1½ miles west of Ce- 
cilton, Cecil County, to observe a number of Field Sparrows and.White- 
throated Sparrows in a hedgerow bordering a plowed field along Route Z83. 

W e  s o o n  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  a W h i t e - c r o w n e d  S p a r r o w  o n  a f e n c e  
p o s t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  ( s o u t h )  s i d e  o f  t he  r o a d .  T h i s  b i r d  f l e w  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  
a f o r e - m e n t i o n e d  h e d g e r o w  a n d  s o o n  f l e w  c l o w n  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  w h e r e  i t  
w a s  j o i n e d  b y  s i x  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  s a m e  s p e c i e s .  T h e  s e v e n  W h i t e - c r o w n s ,  
f i v e  a d u l t s  a n d  t w o  i m m a t u r e s ,  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  f o r  o v e r  t e n  m i n u t e s ,  in  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  w h i c h  t i m e  o n e  a d u l t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  c a p t u r e d  a f t e r  i t  h a d  a -  
l i g h t e d  e x h a u s t e d  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y .  A f t e r  a f e w - m i n u t e s  in  t h e  h a n d  i t  h a d  
a p p a r e n t l y  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d  a n d  w a s  r e l e a s e d .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - h a l f  m i l e  f u r t h e r  w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  h i g h w a y  a ' n o t h -  
e r  p a r t y  o f  f o u r  W h i t e - c r o w n s ,  t w o  a d u l t s  a n d  t w o  i r n m a t u r e s ,  w a s  e n -  
c o u n t e r e d  in  a s i m i l a r  h a b i t a t .  A n o t h e r  a d u l t  a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  F a r m  
r o u n d e d  o u t  a n  e v e n  d o z e n  W h i t e - c r o w n e d  S p a r r o w s ,  f o r  w h a t  i s  b e l i e v e d  
t o  b e  t h e  s e c o n d  w i n t e r  r e c o r d  o n  t h e  E a s t e r n  S h o r e  o f  M a r y l a n d .  O n e  
a d u l t  f e m a l e  W a s  c o l l e c t e d  b y  W e t m o r e  s e v e n  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  O c e a n  C i t y "  
o n  N o v e m b e r  9, 1929. 

E.  G.  D a v i s ,  W. T.  D a v i s ,  J. E .  W i l l o u g h b y  
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THE SEASON - November and Decemoer 1950 

Chandler S. Robbins 

This period was ushered in by a record-breaklng heat wave, and 
although a gradual lowering of temperatures continued for the rest of 

November, it was not until the 26th that hard freezing weather occurred 
in the eastern part of the State. The month ended with an average daily 
excess of Z to 3 degrees. The warmth continued through the first ten 
days of December, but the remainder of that month was slightly colder 
t h a n  n o r m a l ,  a n d  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  S t a t e  w a s  e n v e l o p e d  i n  a 
s e v e r e  f r e e z e  t h a t  s e n t  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  w i n t e r i n g  w a t e r f o w l  
s o u t h w a r d .  T h e  w i d e - s p r e a d  w i n t e r i n g  o f  t h e  P h o e b e ,  a n d  r e c o r d s  o f  
s u c h  i n s e c t - e a t e r s  a s  t h e  G n a t c a t c h e r  i n  N o v e m b e r  a n d  t h e  R e d s t a r t  in  
D e c e m b e r  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  m i l d n e s s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

G a n n e t ,  H e r o n s .  T w o  G a n n e t s  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  M a t a p e a k e  f e r r y  o n  
Nov. Ii by John Aldrich, Thomas Burleigh, and Allen Duvall represent 
one of the northernmost records of this species in Chesapeake Bay. An 

AmericanEgret seen at PatuxentRefuge on Dec. 15-16 by FrancisUhler 

and Robert Stewart is the latest ever recorded west of the Bay. Another 
late straggler was a Snowy Egret which remained at Blackwater Refuge 
through Nov. 3 (Robbins & Kraeski). 

Swans and Geese. Swans were late in arriving, but the observa- 
tions a t  h a n d  i n d i c a t e  a n  a p p a r e n t  i n c r e a s e .  T h e  f i r s t  f l o c k  p a s s e d  o v e r  
S e t h  L o w ' s  f a r m  a t  U n i t y  o n  N o v .  1 I ,  a n d  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y  a s t r a y  i m m a -  
t u r e  b i r d  w a s  s e e n  a t  O c e a n  C i t y  ( w h e r e  r a r e )  o n  t h e  I%4.O.S. t r i p .  In 
t h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s  t h e y  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  a t  S a v a n n a h  L a k e ,  C h o p t a n k  R i v e r  
b r i d g e ,  K e n t  N a r r o w s  a n d  G i b s o n  I s l a n d .  T h e  p e a k  w a s  r e a c h e d  o n  t h e  
I g t h ,  w h e n  3 , 0 0 0  w e r e  s e e n  b y  t h e  H e n d e r s o n s  a t  t h e  R o m a n c o k e  f e r r y  
l a n d i n g .  T h e  h i g h e s t  c o u n t s  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  B a y  w e r e  
600 at Carroll Is. on Nov. 19 (~4[.O.S. tzip) and 800 onthe Gunpowder, 
Dec. 10 (Thomas Irnhof). Impressive numbers of Canada Geese arrived -- 
on the Upper Eastern Shore and in the Choptank River area. Counts of 

1,450 at Blackwater Refuge oh Nov. 3 (Robbins) and Z,000 in the E11iott 
Island-marshes on the 19th (Stewart) represent only a fraction of the 
total number using these areas. A rare sight at Blackwater Refuge was 
a group of 15 Brant flying overhead with a flock of Mallards on Nov. 12 
(M.O.S.). One Snow Goose was seen at Miller's Island, Baltimore Co., 
and up to 7 at Blackwater Refuge. A flight of 700 to 800 passed south 
over Ocean City on Nov. Z8 (3.H. Buckalew), and on the unprecedented 
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date of Dec. 27, some 1,986 individuals flew south over the same area 
(Christmas Count). Frown I to 5 Blue Geese were present at Blackwa- 
ter Refuge throughout the period, and a high count of 10 was obtained at 
Chestertown, Nov. 24 (Buckalew). 

Ducks. Black Ducks were less numerous than usual Mallards, on 
the other hand, made a better showing with 250 at Blackwater on Nov. 
19 (Stewart) and 203 in Eastern Bay on Dec. 23 (Hendersons). Gadwall 
on Savannah L~ke increased from 40 on Nov. 3 and 200 on the 12th to 
400 on the 19th (Robbins & Stewart); the favorite feeding ground of these 
birds is in the cove bordering the Elliott Island road, making this the 
best place in Maryland to observe Gadwall in large numbers. The second 
Anne Arundel County record of the European Widgeon was established 
on Nov. 30 when I. C. and C. Hoover identified one bird at Sandy Point. 
High Baldpate counts were obtained on some of its favorite feeding 
grounds as follows: 1,400, Elliott Islund marshes, Nov. 3 (Robbins & 
Kraeski); 1,000, Nov. II, Berlin (M.O.S. trip); 14,000, Nov. 19, Carroll 
Is. (M.O.S. trip); and 3,000, Dec. 10, Gunpowder River (Irnhof). The 
combined effects of late arrivals arid early freezing account in part for 
the 1ownumbers of divin~g ducks reported. Except for the Greater Scaup 
and Old-squaw, which were especially common in parts of Chesapeake 
Bay, no comment on increases was received. The highest counts of 
diving ducks reported by single pa~ties were as follows: Redhead, 1,500 
o n  D e c .  I 0  a t  G u n p o w d e r  R i v e r  ( I m h o f ) ;  C a n v a s ~ b a c k ,  2 , 0 0 0 ,  s a m e  d a t e  
a n d  p l a c e ;  B u f f l e - h e a d ,  2 0 0  o n  D e c .  2 7  in  S i n e p u x e n t  B a y ;  O l d - s q u a w ,  
I 0 0  o n  D e c .  2Z i n  E a s t e r n  B a y ( H e n d e r s o n s )  a n d  2 0 0  o n  N o v .  i i  a t  S o u t h  
Point (M.O.S. trip); RuddyDuck, 1,500onNov. 19at Carroll Is. (M.O.S.), 
and 2,000 at Gibson Island throughout the period (Hendersons & others). 

Vultures and Hawks. The most comprehensive report on these 

species was furnished by Douglas Hackman, who observed frequent 
flights over his home in White Ivlarsh through Dec. 9 (details to be in- 
corporated into forthcoming hawk migration summary). His count of 11 
Black vultures on Nov. II is a high one for that area. Edwin Willis 
"identified a late Osprey at Strawberry Point on Nov. 8, and two birds of 
this species were observed by Andrew Simon, Richard Simon and Wil- 
liam McHoul on the Chase Christmas Count, Dec. 31. 

Coot, Shorebirds. Only 3 localities reported 1,000 or more Coot, 
the highest estimate being 4,000 at Carroll Is., Nov. 19(M.O.S.). A Pip- 
ing Plover which was watched at leisure from the Ocean City bridge on 
Nov. l~- by the M.O.S. trip (Robbins, Miss Brandenburg and others) is 
by far the latest on record for Maryland. Three Ruddy Turnstones,, 
seen at the same time, are also the latest except for one stray bird dn 
Dec. 27, 1948. A count of ~-5 Wilson's Snipe on Dec. ~-3 at Frederick is 

unusual (Rod. Smith). 

Gulls and Terns. The Black-backed Gull was reported from as 
far up the Bay as Gibson Is., where one was present from Nov. 16 to 
the opening of the shooting season (Hendersons and others). The high- 

est count was 18 at Ocean City on Nov. Ii (M.O.S. trip). The Laughing 
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G u l l  r e m a i n e d  a w e e k  o r  t w o  l a t e r  t h a n  u s u a l ,  b u t  t h e n  d i s a p p e a r e d  e n -  
t i r e l y ,  a n d  n o  D e c e m b e r  s t r a y s  w e r e  r e p o r t e . d ;  d e p a r t u r e  d a t e s  w e r e  
N o v .  Z a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  ( W i l l i s ) ,  N o v .  18  a t  G i b s o n  I s .  ( V e r a  H e n d e r s o n ) ,  
a n d  N o v .  19 a t  S a n d y  P t .  ( S t e w a r t )  a n d  P o r t  T o b a c c o  ( C a t h e r i n e  C r o n e ,  
R o b e r t  F a r r ,  C .  A .  M c L e a n ) .  T h e  l a t e  s p e c i e s  o f  t e r n s  w e r e  l a s t  s e e n  
a s  f o l l o w s :  F o r s t e r ' s  a n d  C o r n r n o n  ( I  e a c h )  a t  P o r t  T o b a c c o  o n  N o v .  
19 ( C r o n e  a n d  o t h e r s ) ;  R o y a l  ( I 0 )  a t  O c e a n  C i t y  o n  N o v .  12 ( M . O . S . ) ;  
a n d  C a s p i a n  (2) a t  B l a c k w a t e r  R e f u g e  o n  N o v .  3 ( C . S . R o b b / n s  & A r t h u r  
K r a e s k i ) .  

W o o d p e c k e r s ,  P h o e b e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o r d s  a r e  u n u s u a l  f o r  
t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  l o c a l i t i e s :  a F l i c k e r  a t  D i c k e y ' v / l i e  in  n o r t h w e s t  B a l -  
t i m o r e  C i t y  o n  D e c .  17 ( H e r v e y  B r a 6 k b i l l ) ;  f r e s h  P i l e a t e d  W o o d p e c k e r  
d r i l l i n g s  i n  t h e  C a t o c t i n  M o u n t a i n s  4 m i l e s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  T h u r m o n t ,  
N o v .  22- ( S t e w a r t ) ;  a R e d - h e a d e d  W o o d p e c k e r  a t  G i b s o n  I s . ,  N o v .  F-6 a n d  
D e c .  4 ( V e r a  H e n d e r s o n ) ;  a n d  a m a l e  S a p s u c k e r  i n t h e  F o r e s t  P a r k  s e c -  
t i o n  o f  n o r t h w e s t  B a l t i m o r e ,  D e c .  17 a n d  J a n .  I ( B r a c k b i l l ) .  N e v e r  b e -  
f o r e  h a v e  s o  m a n y  P h o e b e s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  i n  M a r y l a n d  i n  D e c e m b e r .  
F r a n k  C r o s s  h e a r d  o n e  s i n g i n g  a t  F o r e s t  G l e n ,  M o n t g o m e r y  C o . ,  o n  
D e c .  3; J o h n  F a l e s  r e c o r d e d  s i n g l e  b i r d s  a t  C a b i n  J o h n  o n  D e c .  I 0  a n d  
a t  B e l t s v i l l e  on  t h e  l l t h ;  R o b e r t  S t e w a r t  s a w  o n e  a t  P a t u x e n t  R e f u g e  o n  
D e c .  24 ;  a n d  32 o t h e r s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  M a r y l a n d  C h r i s t m a s  C o u n t s .  

M o c k e r s ,  G n a t c a t c h e r s , . P i p i t ,  S h r i k e .  T w o  C a t b i r d s  l i n g e r e d a t  
G i b s o n  I s :  u n t U  N o v .  Z 8 : ( M r .  & M r s .  G e o r g e  E n g l a r ) ,  a n d  2_ B r o w n  
T h r a s h e r s  f r e q u e n t e d  M r s .  G a l l o w a y ' s  f e e d i n g  s t a t i o n  a t  P l a i n  D e a l i n g  
C r e e k ,  T a l b o t  C o . ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  A B l u e - g r a y  G n a t c a t c h e r  
s e e n  b y  W i l l i s  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  o n  Nov .  7 a n d  I I  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  o n  r e c o r d  
f o r  t h e  S t a t e .  • A f l o c k  o f  P i p i t s  a t  C o r r i g a n v i l l e  in  A l l e g a n y  C o .  o n  
N o v .  18 i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  r e c o r d  f o r  t h a t  l o c a l i t y  (N.  H.  M i l l e r ) .  T h e  
N o r t h e r n  S h r i k e ,  w h i c h  i s  r a r e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  M a r y l a n d  e v e n  d u r i n g  
" f l i g h t  y e a r s " ,  w a s  s e e n  a t  2 l o c a l i t i e s  o n  D e c .  2 3 ;  o n e  a t  R e d l a n d ,  
M o n t g o m e r y  C o .  ( J o h n  H.  F a l e s  a n d  J o h n  T h o m e n ) ;  t h e  o t h e r  a t  S a n d y  
P o i n t  ( H e n d e r  s o n s ) .  

W a r b l e r s ,  F i n c h e s  a n d  S p a r r o w s .  T h e  r a r e  O r a n g e - c r o w n e d  W a r -  
b l e r  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  M i d d l e  R i v e r  o n  N o v .  12 b y  W i l l i s .  T h a n k s  t o  a 
b u m p e r  c r o p  o f  p o i s o n  i v y  b e r r i e s ,  M y r t l e  W a r b l e r s  w e r e  m o r e  c o m -  
m o n  a n d  w i d e s p r e a d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h a n  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s ;  s e v -  
e r a l  w e r e  o b s e r v e d  in  B a l t i m o r e  C i t y ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  f o u n d  w e s t  t o  t h e  
b a s e  o f  t h e  A l l e g h e n y  P l a t e a u .  A l a t e  P a l m  W a r b l e r  w a s  s e e n  a t  M i d -  
d l e  R i v e r  o n  D e c .  2 - 3  ( W i l l i s ) ;  a n d  a f e m a l e  R e d s t a r t  a t  W h i t e  M a r s h  " 
o n  D e c .  6 i s  t h e  l a t e s t  f a l l  r e c o r d  f o r  M a r y l a n d  ( H a c k m a n ) .  A l l  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  f i n c h e s  w e r e  s c a r c e .  T h e  o n l y  E v e n i n g  G r o s b e a k s  w e r e  t h o s e  
s e e n  o n  3 C h r i s t m a s  C o u n t s .  A l t h o u g h  P i n e  S i s k i n s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  
4 c o u n t i e s ,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  t o t a l  w a s  o n l y  5 b i r d s .  M r .  C o l e  a n d  o t h e r s  
f o u n d  a l a t e  C h i p p i n g  S p a r r o w  a t  G i b s o n  I s . ,  D e c .  3.  W h i t e - c r o w n e d  
. S p a r r o w s  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  L l e w e l l y n s '  f e e d i n g  s t a t i o n  a t  M c C o o l  
u n t i l  N o v .  Z6 ,  a n d  o n l y  I I  b i r d s  e n t e r e d  h i s  b a n d i n g  t r a p s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  
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BIRD BANDING 

B I R D - B A N D I N G  IN M A R Y L A N D  

Seth  H. L o w  

T h e  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  a n d  f i l e s  of the  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  b i r d - b a n d i n g  
p r o g r a m  w e r e  l o c a t e d  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  f r o m  1920 to  1942 a n d  t h e n  
m o v e d  to  the  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  a t  t he  P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  R e f u g e  n e a r  
L a u r e l ,  M a r y l a n d .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  p r o x i m i t y  of the  b a n d i n g  o f f i c e ,  one 
m i g h t  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d b e e n  and  w o u l d  s t i l l  be  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  
b a n d i n g  c o o p e r a t o r s  in the  W a s h i n g t o n - B a l t i m o r e  a r e a  c o m p a r a b l e  w i th  
t h o s e  of  the  B o s t o n ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  C h i c a g o ,  L o s  A n g e l e s  and  
S a n  F r a n c i s c o  r e g i o n s .  Such  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  the  c a s e  and  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  
h a s  t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  i n c r e a s e  in the  n u m b e r  of b a n d e r s  in M a r y l a n d .  

S p a c e  d o e s  no t  p e r m i t  a t  the  p r e s e n t  t i m e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  
of  t h e  w o r k  of t he  t w e n t y - f i v e  to  t h i r t y  c o o p e r a t o r s  who  h a v e  b a n d e d  in 
M a r y l a n d  in the  p a s t  a n d  who  a r e  n o l o n g e r  a c t i v e  in t he  S t a t e .  Of  t h e s e  
o n l y  f o u r  b a n d e d  o v e r  500  b i r d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

Win.  M. D a v i d s o n ,  the  d e a n  of M a r y l a n d  b a n d e r s ,  w h i l e  r e s i d i n g  
in L a u r e l  f r o m  1929 to  1949,  b a n d e d  8 , 9 ? 4  b i r d s .  In 1949,  M r .  D a v i d s o n  
m o v e d  to  F l o r i d a ,  w h e r e  he  i s n o w o n e  of  the  m o s t  a c t i v e  c o o p e r a t o r s .  

• E d w a r d  M c C o l g a n  b a n d e d  1 ,920 b i r d s  a t  C a t o n s v i l l e  f r o m  1933 
t o  1941 d u r i n g  h i s  f ew  y e a r s  of  r e t i r e m e n t  p r i o r  to  h i s  d e a t h .  

M r .  ~ M r s .  F r e d e r i c k  C. L i n c o l n  b a n d e d  842 " b i r d s  a t  T a k o m a  
P a r k  f r o m  19Z8 to  1931.  

C h a s .  E. A b r o m a v i c h ,  J r .  h a n d e d  f r o m  1928 to  1 9 3 1 w h i l e  a s t u d e n t  
a t  T h e  Yohns H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t a k i n g  o v e r  the  s t a t i o n  of  P e r c y  L. 
J o h n s o n  a n d  E. C. M e y e r s .  He  r e p o r t e d  635 b a n d i n g s .  

B a n d i n g  in M a r y l a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n s u f f i c i e n t  in the  p a s t  a n d  s t i l l  is  
f a r  f r o m  a d e q u a t e .  M o r e  c o o p e r a t o r s  a r e  n e e d e d  to  a v a i l  t h e m s e l v e s  of 
t he  m a n y  f ine  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  S t a t e .  A b e t t e r  c o v e r a g e  of 
u p l a n d  s t a t i o n s  is  n e e d e d .  T h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  b a n d i n g  s t u d i e s  of B a l d  
E a g l e s ,  O s p r e y s ,  a n d  D u c k H a w k s  a r e  g o o d  bu t  n e g l e c t e d .  N e s t i n g  c o l o -  
,nies of gulls, terns, and skimmers are few and small and are now being 
fairly well covered. The heron and egret colonies are inaccessible and 
present many difficulties. Although Maryland contains one Of the larg- 
est and most'ixnportant wintering grounds of a multitude of species of 
waterfowl, virtually no banding of .these important species has been done 
here. The several reservoirs such as Triadelphia, Pretty Boy, Loch 
Raven, and Deep Creek; the federal wildlife refuges, Blackwater, Pa- 
tuxent, and Susquehanna Flats;" and state refuges such as Marshall 
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D i e r s s e n ,  and  C r i s f i e l d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n n u m e r a b l e  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  o f fe r  
f ine s i t e s  fo r  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of w a t e r f o w l  b a n d i n g  s t a t i o n s .  

The  fo l l owing  t a b l e  l i s t s  the  n u m b e r  of b i r d s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
banded  in M a r y l a n d  by c o o p e r a t o r s  who a r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  and who a r e  
r e s i d i n g  in t h i s  S ta te  at  the  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  

P r e s e n t  A c t i v e  C o o p e r a t o r s  in  M a r y l a n d  

Permit Birds 
Name .Present Address Issued Banded 

B e r r y ,  C o m d r .  Win. H. U . S . N a v a l  A c a d e m y ,  A n n a p o l i s  1948 252 
B r a c k b i l l ,  H e r v e y  4 6 0 8 S p r i n g d a l e A v e . , B a l t i m o r e  1941 1,454 
B u c k a l e w ,  :Iohn H. . 110 C l a y  St. ,  S a l i s b u r y  1929 1,746 
C r o o k ,  C o m p t o n  State  T e a c h e r s  G o l l e g e , T o w s o n  1940 1,894 " 
Crowder, Orville W. Chase 1949 170 
Cunningham, T.H. 6505 Maple Ave., ChevyChase 1940 99 
Dobbin ,  M i s s  Anne B. E l k r i d g e  1938 480 
G r i s e z ,  Ted J. N . E . F o r e s t E x p .  S ta . ,  L a u r e l  1949 144 
H a m p e ,  I r v i n g  E. 5 5 5 9 A s h b o u r n e  R d . , H a l e t h o r p e  1947 649 
H e n d e r s o n , J ' u d g e  W m . L .  G i b s o n  I s l a n d  1940 181 
Hodgdon,  K e n d r i c k  Y. 16 W e l s h  St. ,  F r o s t b u r g  1949 38 
Yackson, William B. 615 N. Wolfe St., Baltimore 1949 2 
Llewe. llyn, Leonard M. Patuxent Refuge, Laurel 1937 399 
Low, Seth H. Route #2, Gaithersburg 1948 1,095 

• Merkel,'E. A. QueensChapelRd.,Hyattsville 1949 58 
Robbins, Chandler S. 407½ Gorman Ave., Laurel 1949 736 
Sigwald, Sidney F. 5514 Morland Lane, Bethesda 1949 l0 
Smith, Frank R. R.D. Z, Box I00, Laurel 1929 1,186 
Sommer, Frank H., Jr. Mountain Road, Joppa 1949 40 
Tyrrell, W. Bryant 246 Park Ave.,Takoma Park12 1934 351 
Wood, Capt. ~. E.M. OldCrossingLane,W.Annapolis 1949 317 
Blackwater National Wildlife l~efuge, Cambridge 1942 1,962 
P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  R e f u g e ,  L a u r e l  1942 18,050 

The band ing  a t  the P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  Refuge  h a s  been  and  s t i l l  i s  
the r e s u l t  of the c o m b i n e d  e f fo r t  of m a n y  of the  s taff .  The  m a j o r  c o n -  
t r i b u t o r s  ( l ,00O or  m o r e  b i r d s )  h a v e  b e e n  John W. B r a i n e r d ,  J a m e s  B. 
Cope ,  M i s s  B r i n a  K e s s e l ,  L e o n a r d  L l e w e l l y n ,  R o b e r t  T. M i t c h e l l ,  
C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s ,  and R o b e r t  E. S t e w a r t .  

D u r i n g  the c u r r e n t  y e a r  s e v e r a l  ne w  c o o p e r a t o r s  have  j o i n e d  the  
p r o g r a m  in M a r y l a n d  and a s  ye t  have  not  ha d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e p o r t  
on t h e i r  band ing .  T h e s e  n e w  b a n d e r s  a r e :  

B u c k ,  T h e o d o r e  C.,  Yr. 
• D e r b y ,  J a m e s  V. J r .  

M i t c h e l l ,  R o b e r t  T. 
O r e m ,  R e g i n a l d  C.,  J r .  
W e b s t e r ,  C l a r k  G. 
W e s t ,  N o r m a n  E . ,  J r .  

W i l l o u g h b y ,  John  E. 

3514 C l i f t o n  A v e . ,  B a l t i m o r e  
2704 E m m e t t  Rd . ,  S i l v e r  S p r i n g  
5316 T a y l o r  R d . ,  R i v e r d a l e  
33 High  St . ,  C a m b r i d g e  
P a t u x e n t  R e s e a r c h  Re fuge ,  L a u r e l  
633 S. P o t o m a c  St. ,  H a g e r s t o w n  

8402 B a r r o n  St . ,  T a k o m a  P a r k  
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O C T O B E R  15: L A K E  ROLAND. The B a l t i m o r e  C l u b  t r i p  to L~ke  
R o l a n d  on Sunday ,  O c t o b e r  15, w i t h  M r s .  K a e s t n e r  a s  l e a d e r ,  p r o v e d  
m o r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  for  the  e n j o y m e n t  of O c t o b e r ' s  ' b r i g h t ,  b lue  w e a t h e r  
t h a n  for  b i r d  O b s e r v a t i o n s .  T h a t  m o s t  of the  s o u t h e r n  m i g r a n t s  had 
gone and few w i n t e r  v i s i t o r s  had  a r r i v e d  w a s  e m p h a s i z e d  by t a r d y  
P h o e b e s ,  and the  p l a i n t i v e  p i p i n g  of one n e w l y  a r r i v e d  W h i t e - t h r o a t .  On 
the  g roundsof  Dr .  and M r s .  Gay ,  R o b i n s ,  a s s e m b l e d  in p r e - f l i g h t  c o n -  
c l a v e ,  c h a t t e r e d  ~nd a te  the m a n y  dogwood  b e r r i e s .  Two S h a r p - s h i n n e d  
H a w k s  f l ew o v e r h e a d .  As  we p a s s e d  on our  r e t u r n ,  s u d d e n  f r i g h t  s e n t  
the  Rob ins  f l u t t e r i n g  l i k e  l e a v e s ,  and the  s i l e n c e  w a s  b r o k e n  or, l y  by  the 
s t r i d e n t  w a r n i n g  of B lue  J a y s .  A n u m b e r  of n e s t s  w e r e  o b s e r v e d ;  t h o s e  
i d e n t i f i e d  w e r e  R e d s t a r t ,  C a l b i r d ,  and  R e d - e y e d  V i r e o .  

- -  D. O. S t o l l e n w e r c k .  

N O V E M B E R  10-1Z: O C E A N C I T Y  AND B L A C K W A T E R  R E F U G E .  
T h i s  annua l  f a l l  t r i p  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  u n d e r  the c a p a b l e  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
C h a n d l e r  S. R o b b i n s .  A l t h o u g h  on ly  5 p e o p l e  wen t ,  the  t r i p  p r o v e d  to be 
v e r y  w o r t h w h i l e ,  and w a s  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  by a l l .  S a t u r d a y  was  s p e ~  
e x p l o r i n g  the I m m e d i a t e  O c e a n C i t y  a r e a ,  and d e s p i t e  the  co ld  and r a i n y  

• w e a t h e r  we m a n a g e d  to  s e e  74 s p e c i e s .  Some of the  i n t e r e s t i n g  coun t s  
of the  day  w e r e :  6 G a n n e t s ,  ZI0 D o u b l e - c r e s t e d C o r m o r a n t s ,  500 C a n a d a  
G e e s e ,  l0  S h o v e l l e r s ,  ~-00 O l d - s q u a w s ,  6 Roya l  T e r n s ,  and  50 B o a t -  
t a i l e d  G r a c k l e s .  Sunday  p r o v i d e d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g - o b s e r v a t i o n s .  One 
of t h e s e  w a s  the s u r p r i s e  of f i nd ing  a P i p i n g  P l o v e r  so  l a t e  in the  fa l l .  
It was  s e e n  s t a n d i n g  w i t h  3 Ruddy  T u r n s t o n e s  on a s a n d  b a r  b e s i d e  the  
S i n e p u x e n t  Bay B r i d g e .  At B l a c k w a t e r  Re fuge  we s a w  8 s p e c i e s  of 
d u c k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  G a d w a l l ,  B l u e - w i n g e d  T e a l ,  and Hooded  M e r g a n s e r s .  
A m o n g  the C a n a d a  G e e s e  t h a t  w e r e  f l y ing  o v e r  the  r e f u g e ,  one Blue 
G o o s e  w a s - s p o t t e d .  T h r e e  B o n a p a r t e ' s  G u n s  at  the C h o p t a n k  R i v e r  
B r i d g e  b r o u g h t  the  g r a n d  t o t a l  of b i r d s  s e e n  on the t r i p  to  101 s p e c i e s .  
E v e r y o n e  who p o s s i b l y  c a n  shou ld  p l a n  to  a t t e n d  t h i s  t r i p  to O c e a n  C i t y  
n e x t  fa l l .  - -  John M o h l h e n r i c h .  

N O V E M B E R  19: C O R R I G A N V I L L E .  S e v e n t e e n  a d u l t s  e n j o y e d  the 
A l l e g a n y  C l u b ' s  v i s i t  t o  Mr .  N. H. M i l l e r ' s  f e e d i n g  s t a t i o n s  o v e r l o o k i n g  
W i l l s  C r e e k  n e a r  C o r r i g a n v i l l e .  Mr .  M i l l e r  r e a l l y  h a s  a b i r d  s a n c t u a r y ,  
food,  w a t e r  and c o v e r  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d .  L a s t  y e a r  w h e n  he b u i l t  h i s  h o m e ,  
he  c l e a r e d  j u s t  enough  l and  fo r  h i s  h o u s e  and l awn ,  l e a v i n g  the r e s t  of 
h i s  t h r e e  a c r e s  un touched .  He pu t  out  s e v e r a l  f e e d i n g  s t a t i o n s  and a 
l a r g e  b i r d  bath .  N u t h a t c h e s ,  B rown  C r e e p e r s ,  C a r d i n a l s ,  J u n c o s ,  T r e e  
S p a r r o w s ,  B l u e b i r d s ,  W h i t e - c r o w n e d  S p a r r o w s ,  C h i c k a d e e s ,  W i n t e r  
W r e n s ,  M y r t l e  W a r b l e r s  and Downy W o o d p e c k e r s  a r e  a l l  r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  
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visitors. The Club was interested in seeing the different types of bird 
houses that were occupied last summer. A large Flicker house is now 
being occupied by a Screech Owl. The group was also interested in lo- 
cating bird nests as they went along. The following nests were identi- 

fied: Robin, Cardinal, Red-eyed Vireo, Wood Thrush, Baltimore Oriole, 
Brown Thrasher, Bluebird, Yellow Warbler and Chipping Sparrow. 

-- Adele E. Malcolm. 

ESCAPED AIvIERICAN M A G P I E  AT F R E D E R I C K  

I would like to write this as a letter to the girls and boys of the 
Maryland Ornithological Society. 

Three years ago Richard Brandenburg called every bird that has 

black feathers a blackbird, whether it was a Red-wing, a Crow or a 
Grackle. Then he joined the Frederick Branch of the Society, took daily 

walks afternoons at the close of school, studied the Peterson guide care- 
fully and regularly, until today he has I19 species on his life list. 

Early in November, 1950, Richard came by school to tell me that 

he had seen a Magpie in a meadow near his home. Of course we knew 
that if the bird were really a Magpie, it was surely out of its range. 
Each time. I went 'to see the bird, it wouldn't appear, so I began to think 

Richard was dreaming. But then on December 10 Richard called me to 
hurry out to his home, for the Magpie was still there. I rushed out and, 

sure enough, it was there in all its iridescent beauty. I telephoned two 
other adult members of the club tocome see it, and in a short time Miss 
Sarah Ouinn and Rodgers Smith were thrilled at the sight of it. 

Richard and I decided that it must have escaped from a zoo. If it 
had migrated here, then. Richard had surely made a "find". We put an 
article about the Magpie in the Frederick pal)er. The very same day 
we had a telephone call from arnan who said hehad had the bird shipped 

here from Montana, and that it had e~daped while being transferred to 
a new cage. The gentleman proved to be John R. Huff, of Frederick, 
and we learned that the Magpie had.e~scaped in August, 1950. Richard 
saw it for the first time on November 5, 1950, and it was last seen on 
January ;~, 1.951, which means that it was not the same individual which 
was reported on the Allegany Club's Christmas Count for 1950. 

The moral to this story, my dear junior members, is for all of us 
to study our bird books so we can identify those of our feathered friends 
with which we are not familiar. Don't you think that these lines from 

Arthur Guiterman's "Good Hunting" express our love of birds ? == 

For me, in time of dogwood, asters, roses 
Or barren woods, the season never closes; 

And if I miss the thrill that others know 

In seeing gouts of blood on moss or snow, 
The trophies of unerring ear and eye 

My memory shall hold until I die. 
Mabel 3". Hoyler 


