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MARYLAND'S PIONEER ORNITHOLOGISTS 
BROOKE MEANLEY 

In the late 1800s and ear ly 1900s, Frank C. Kirkwood of the Sweeta i r  - Jackson- 
ville section of Balt imore County, and William H. F isher  and John Sommer of 
Baltimore were the most active ornithologists  in Maryland.  There were other  
birders,  but they were mostly egg collectors, a hobby in vogue at  tha t  time. Some 
of thei r  collections were in the old Maryland Academy of Sciences museum on 
Charles S t r ee t  in Baltimore. I had the pleasure of knowing Kirkwood, Fisher  and 
Sommer, all three  of whom were winding down their  careers  as field ornitholo- 
gists just  as I was beginning mine in the late 1920s. 

Because t ranspor ta t ion  in those days was not what  it  is today, most of the 
birding expedit ions were made in the suburbs of Balt imore City, in Balt imore 
County, and to the Chesapeake Bay areas  of Middle, Back, Gunpowder,  and Bush 
Rivers.  Carroll 's  Island and Grace's  Quar ter  were other  bay shore areas  fre- 
quented. Occasional t r ips  were made to the  Eas te rn  Shore and Weste rn  Maryland. 

Frank  Coates Kirkwood (cover photo) is the best  known of Maryland 's  pioneer 
ornithologists,  pr imari ly  because of his book, A List of the Birds of Maryland, 
published by the Maryland Academy of Sciences in 1895. Kirkwood continued to 
be active in the field into the 1930s. 

There  are  many interes t ing notations in his book. He observed a pair  of 
Passenge r  Pigeons (Ectopistes migratorius) in Dulaney 's  Valley, Bal t imore 
County, on August  27, 1893, apparent ly  his last  s ighting of tha t  species. Another  
note in his book tha t  was of special in teres t  to me, as a one-time Baltimorean, was 
the repor t  of Ar thur  Resler 's sighting of Lapland Longspurs (Calcarius lapponicus) 
in the  City. 

• "The blizzard drove a dozen of these birds into Baltimore City, where on Feb. 
4, 5, and 10, '95, they were seen in company with English Sparrows feeding 
in the bed of North Avenue, near Caroline St." 

Kirkwood also mentions the occurrence of Carolina Parakee ts  (Conuropsis 
carolinensis) along the Potomac River in the mid-1800s. This record was originally 
from the Au)~, vol. 5, p. 148. 

"In September, '65, while gunning for Sora on the Potomac River, Mr. Ed. 
Derrick fired into a flock of strange birds flying overhead, killing several which 
proved to be Carolina Paroquets." 

A specimen of a Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis), a species rarely seen 
in Maryland,  was given to Kirkwood on October 20, 1894. I t c a m e  from a "mixed lot 
of birds, in a box sent  from Back River Neck by a marke t  gunner." 
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I was in the field with Mr. Kirkwood on a half dozen occasions, and on one such 
tr ip he showed me a nest of a Long-eared Owl (Asio otus) in the Jacksonville sec- 
tion of Baltimore County. 

William H. F isher  was one of the ear ly bird photographers,  and many of his 
photographs were made in the late 1800s. Mr. Fisher  gave me a photograph of a 
Sofa 's  (Porzana carolina) nest, taken in the Bush River  marsh on May 15, 1899. 
This photograph appeared  in Bent 's Life Histories of North American Marsh 
Birds, and was the first of only three  nests  of tha t  species found in Maryland.  I also 
have a photograph of a Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbeUus) nest  that  he found a few 
miles north of Towson in Balt imore County. Mr. Fisher  ~ d  quite a lot of birding in 
the late 1800s around Lake Roland, where I conducted my first  bird studies when I 
lived in Ruxton. 

John Sommer was an egg collector, and had a general  in teres t  in birds. His 
collection was eventual ly given to the Maryland Ornithological Society. I recall the 
occasion tha t  Mr. Sommer and I took a s t r ee t  car  and then a bus from Baltimore to 
Randallstown, from where we walked several  miles down into the Worthington 
Valley to see Upland Sandpipers  (Bartramia longicauda), in the place where a few 
days earl ier  in May 1936, I had located two Upland Sandpiper  nests only eight  feet 
apart .  

I was also well acquainted with several  o ther  well known Maryland natural is ts  
who were active at  the turn of the century. Percy T. Blogg, owner of the Alpha 
Photo Engraving Company, was an all around natural is t ,  i l lustrator,  and poet. He 
authored a delightful l i t t le  book called There Are No Dull Dark Days (92 pages). 
One of the interes t ing t idbi ts  in his book concerned Sidney Lanier,  the famous 
southern poet  who taught  at Johns Hopkins Univers i ty  in the  1800s, and whose 
reclining s ta tue  is located beside the Univers i ty  along Charles St ree t .  During the 
period that  Lanier  was lecturing at  Johns Hopkins, he played the flute in the old 
Peabody Orchestra  in Baltimore. He was in teres ted in birds and nature,  and a 
neighbor of his told Mr. Blogg tha t  Sidney Lanier  learned to mimic birds perfect ly 
on his flute. 

Mr. Blogg's book was published in 1944, at about the time that  he passed away. 
When it was published, it  sold for $2.50. In the early 1970s, a friend of mine found a 
copy in mint condition in a used book s tore  for 32 cents. Two years  la ter  I saw the 
book adver t ised in a nature  book catalog at  $60.00, and a year  la ter  a t  $80.00! 

Bruce Overington of Laurel  was a good friend of mine who collected bird speci- 
mens and prepared  them as museum study skins. He worked with W. Bryant 
Tyrrel l  conducting a Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nesting survey for the 
National Audubon Society in the 1930s. Bruce climbed to all of the nests to record 
thei r  contents for Tyrrel l ' s  report .  In his la te r  years  he remained active, and 
helped Rober t  E. S tewar t  in a nesting survey of Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo 
lineatus) populations in the Patuxent  River floodplain forest between Laurel  and 
Bowie; he continued climbing t rees  to examine nests until he had a bad fall and 
broke his arm. Bruce's bird collection is housed in the Maryland Science Center  at  
Harbor  Place, in Baltimore. 

I t  was a privilege for me to have been one of those who bridged the gap between 
Maryland's  pioneer ornithologists and the present-day birders.  

P. O. Box 87, FishersviUe, V~ 22939 
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SPRING MIGRATION, March 1--May 31, 1987 
ROBERT F. RINGLER 

It  was a season marked by the early departure of waterfowl, the late lingering of 
shorebirds and no important waves of migratory songbirds. Compare this year's 
median arrivals and departures with the medians for the past ten years (Table 1). 
Still there was abundant exciting birding to be found throughout the state. Many 
thanks to the people who made the effort to communicate their observations to me 
and make this column possible. 

Observers: Henry Armistead, Chris Beaton, Peggy Bohanan, Larry Bonham, Ed 
Boyd, Mike Bryan, Martha Chestem, David Czaplak, Lynn Davidson, Bob Dixon, 
Margaret Donnald (banding at Adventure Sanctuary), Ethel Engle, Jane Farrell, 
Roberta Fletcher (reporting for Caroline County), Mark Garland, Jim & Patricia 
Gruber, Alex Hammer, Dick Hegner, Marvin Hewitt, Jim Hill, Bob Hilton, Kye 
Jenkins, George Jett ,  Hank Kaestner, Greg Kearns, Ray Kiddy, Dennis Kirkwood, 
Walter Kraus, Chris Ludwig, Alice Mallonee, Bob & Pat Melville (banding near 
Bristol in Anne Arundel County), Dotty Mumford, Rosamond Munro, Bill Murphy, 
Mariana Nuttle, Paul Nistico, Michael O'Brien, Peter Osenton, Jim Paulus, Kyle 
Rambo, Jan Reese, Mike Resch, Sue Ricciardi, Wilbur Rittenhouse, Barbara Ross 
(banding at St. Timothy's near Stevenson), Ron Runkles (banding at Laurel Grove 
in St. Marys County), Bob Schutsky, Carol Scudder, Steve Simon, Teresa Simons, 
Jo Solem (reporting for Howard County), Jim Stasz, Sallie Thayer (banding near 
Oakland and Mt. Nebo), Mary Twigg, Charlie Vaughn, Dave Walbeck, Mark 
Wallace, Robert Warfield, Pete Webb, Hal Wierenga, Erika Wilson, Mark Wright. 
In the text banded birds are listed with no observer but may be referred to the 
people noted above for each station. 

The following locations, unfamiliar to some readers, are identified by county: 
Back River (Baltimore), Bradenbaugh (Harford), Church Hill (Queen Annes), Cove 
Point (Calvert), Cylburn (Baltimore City), Downsville (Washington), Eastern Neck 
(Kent), Elliott (Dorchester), Flag Ponds (Calvert), Fort McHenry (Baltimore City), 
Fort Smallwood (Anne Arundel), Fulton (Howard), Georgetown Reservoir (District 
of Columbia), Germantown (Montgomery), Green Ridge (Allegany), Hains Point 
(District of Columbia). Har t -Mi l l e r  (Baltimore), Hooper Island (Dorchester), 
Hughes Hollow (Montgomery), Hurlock (Dorchester), Jug Bay (Anne Arundel), 
Lake Elkhorn (Howard), Lake Roland (Baltimore), Lander (Frederick), Laurel 
Grove (St. Marys), Liberty Reservoir (Carroll only), Love Point (Queen Annes), 
Madonna (Harford), Masonville (Baltimore city), Mt. Nebo (Garrett), Nolands 
Ferry (Frederick), North Beach (Calvert), North Branch (Allegan~), Oldtown (Alle- 
gany), Pennyfield (Montgomery), Piney Run (Carroll), Pinto (Allegany), Piscataway 
(Prince Georges), Point of Rocks (Frederick), Remington Farms (Kent), Rocky Gap 
(Allegany), Spring Gap (Allegany), Stevenson (Baltimore), Swan Point (Kent), 
Tanyard (Caroline), Triadelphia (Howard only), Tuckahoe State Park (Caroline 
only), Violet's Lock (Montgomery). 
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Abbrev ia t ions :  P N A S - - P a t u x e n t  Naval  A i r  S ta t ion ,  St.  Marys  County; 
P W R C -  Pa tuxen t  Wildlife Research Center; W M A -  Wildlife Management  Area; 
"+  "means  additional observers.  

Loons, Grebes. Single Red-throated Loons were seen in the bay off Calvert  
County from Apri l  6 through May 2 (Stasz). Jenkins saw 3 Red-throateds  at  Loch 
Raven on Apri l  6, 2 were at  Point Lookout on Apri l  19 (Davidson, Wierenga) and 3 
were seen off Hains Point on Apri l  25 (Czaplak). In Charles County single Red- 
throated Loons were at  Pomonkey on May 2 (Nistico, Cora Fulton) and at Waldorf  
on May 23 (Jett}. This is an unusual number of Red-throated Loons away from the 
coast. The first  migrant  Common Loons were 1 flying north past  Love Point  on 
March 24 (J. Gruber~, 3 at  Flag Ponds on March 28 (Stasz) and 2 at  Cambridge on 
March 28 (Czaplak). Larges t  numbers of Common Loons observed were 55 at  
Rocky Gap on Apri l  4 (Kiddy), 20 on Loch Raven on Apri l  6 (Jenkins) and 18 on 
Liber ty  Reservoir  on Apri l  18 (Wright); flying birds were 54 at  For t  Smallwood on 
Apri l  19 (Murphy), 81 at  H a r t -  Miller on Apri l  19 (Ringler + ), 45 near  Stevenson 
on April  22 (Ross) and 7 at  Seneca on May 21 (Garland). Late  Common Loons 
included 1 on Rocky Gorge Reservoir ,  Howard County on May 10 (Farrell), 1 on 
Savage River  Reservoir ,  Gar re t t  County on May 16 (Simonsl, 1 on Liber ty  
Reservoir  on May 21 (Wright), I on Loch Raven on May 22 (Simon), 3 at  Swan Point 
on May 30 (J. Gruber), 2 a t  Hart  - Miller on May 31 (Kaestner) and 1 in DC on May 
31 (Czaplak). An early migrant  Pied-billed Grebe was at  Piney Run on March 5 
(Wright) while the most repor ted  was 12 on Apri l  5 at  PNAS,  where the la tes t  
migrant  was seen on May 19 (Bryan). The largest  groups of Horned Grebes were 
400 in the North Beach - Chesapeake Beach area  from late March to ear ly Apri l  
with 214 remaining on Apri l  21 and I on May 8 (Stasz}, 250 in the  Chester  River  off 
Eas tern  Neck on March 25 (J. Gruber), 138 at  PNAS on Apri l  5 (Bryan), and 67 
elsewhere in St. Marys County on April  9 (Wilson). Other Horned Grebes included 
an injured bird at North Beach on May 22 (Stasz), 6 at  Pinto and 4 at  Rocky Gap on 
Apri l  5 (Simons, Kiddy), 9 on Lake Elkhorn on Apri l  6 and 5 on Apri l  28 (Hegner), 8 
on Loch Raven on Apri l  8 (Simon), 12 in DC on April  28 (Czaplak) and 1 at  North 
Branch on May 5 (Kiddy). Red-necked Grebes were found in only two locations this 
spring with the most being at PNAS beginning with 3 on March 15, peaking with 
13 on March 22 and the last  4 on Apri l  5 (Bryan); the only others  were 2 at  Mason- 
ville in Balt imore on March 22 (Ringler). Stasz observed a single Eared Grebe at  
North Beach from April  13 through May 2. 

Gannets, Pelicans, Cormorants. The last repor t  of Northern Gannets was 5 
immatures off Ocean City on May 16 (Resch). An American White Pelican in 
breeding plumage was seen at  Point Lookout on Apri l  19 (Davidson, Wierengal  
and perhaps the same bird was seen on May 19 just  across the  bay from there  at  
Smith Island (Joan McKiernan). Ron White  saw Brown Pelicans off Assa teague  on 
May 16-17 and Resch saw 4 immatures off Ocean City on May 17. Great Cormorants 
continue to increase in the s ta te  with more spr ing repor ts  than ever  before. There 
was an immature at  Chesapeake Beach on March 3 (Stasz), an immature at  Ocean 
City from Apri l  12 (Davidson + ) through April  27 (Ringler), 1 a t  Point  Lookout on 
Apri l  19 (Davidson, Wierenga) and 1 flying over Hart  - Miller o n M a y  17 (Kaestner 
+ ). The first  Double-crested Cormorant of the season at  Rock Hall was seen on 
March 3 and numbers peaked there  with 250 on Apri l  15 (J. Gruber). A t  Sandy 
Point the first  2 were on March 22 (Czaplak) and the high was 200 on Apri l  15 
(Davidson). Other concentrations of Double-crests were 250 at  Chesapeake Beach 
on Apri l  6 (Stasz), 564 in St. Marys County on Apri l  9 (Wilson), 18 in Talbot County 
on Apri l  20 (Reese), 120 at  Har t  - Miller on May 9 (Ringler + ) and 50 in DC on May 
22 (Czaplak). 
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Herons, Ibis. American Bitterns were again scarce with the only repor ts  1 at  
Deal Island WMA on Apri l  12 (Davidson + ), 1 at  Pinto Marsh on Apri l  19 and May 
1 (Simons), and 1 at  Lilypons on the very late date  of May 13 (Wilson). Stasz noted 
5 Least Bitterns at  Cove Point on May 10. The high count of migra tory  Great Blue 
Herons was 10 at  Lake Roland on March 24 (Bohanan + ); 20 were at  Jug Bay on 
May 11 (Mumford) and an impressive 100 at  Har t  - Miller on May 31 (Ringlet + ) 
where none are known to nest. Reports  of Great Egrets were numerous and wide- 
spread with 2 at  Deal Island WMA on March 28 (Czaplak), 1 at  North Beach on 
Apri l  4 (Kraus), 1 in Talbot County on Apri l  5 and 12 (Reese), 6 at  Point Lookout on 
Apri l  9 (Wilson), 1 at  Nolands F e r r y  on Apri l  12 (Warfield), 1 at  Denton on Apri l  18 
(Hewitt) and May 2 (Nuttle), 1 in DC on May 2 (Czaplak), 5 at  Jug  Bay on May 11 
(Mumford) and 1 at  North Branch on May 23 (Paulus). Snowy Egrets were equally 
well-reported with I in Calvert  County on March 24 (Kraus), 1 at  Deal Island WMA 
on March 28 (Czaplak), 2 near Madonna on Apri l  4 (Kirkwood), 3 at  Tanyard on 
Apri l  12 (Ringler, Engle), 1 at Rock Hall on Apri l  21 (J. Gruber), 1 at  Lake Roland 
on May 2 (Bohanan +), 1 at  PWRC on May 3 (Osenton), 1 at  For t  Smallwood on 
May 5 (Murphy), 3 at  Jug  Bay on May 11 (Mumford), 14 at  North Beach on May 16 
(Kraus) and 3 at H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 24 (Kaestner + ). Czaplak found an early 
Little Blue Heron and 3 Tricolored Herons at Deal Island WMA on March 28. An 
adult  Li t t le  Blue was up the bay at  For t  Smallwood on May 5 (Murphy) and single 
Tricolored Herons were at  North Beach on Apri l  20 (Stasz) and H a r t -  Miller on 
May 31 (Ringler +). The first  Cattle Egrets of the season were noted on the 
western shore at  Piscataway on Apri l  12 (Nistico) and 17 at  North Beach on Apri l  
13 (Stasz) followed by 1 at  PNAS on Apri l  20 (Rambo}, 1 at  Sandy Point on Apri l  21 
(Davidson), 8 in western Howard County on May 13 (Wallace) and 2 in DC on May 
31 (Czap~ak). The ear l ies t  Green-backed Herons were singles at Piscataway on 
Apri l  12 (Nistico), Rock Hall on Apri l  15 (J. Gruber} and in Calver t  County on Apri l  
18 (Stasz). 

An adult  Black-crowned Night-Heron was unusual a t  Lake Roland on March 24 
(Bohanan + ); 21 were at  Masonville on Apri l  19 (Ringlet), 3 at  PNAS on Apri l  30 
(Rambo}, 18 birds with 12 nests a t  the National Zoo on May 9 (Czaplak) and 70 at 
Deal Island WMA on Apri l  27 (Ringler). The first  Yellow-crowned Night-Heron of 
the season was at  Lake Roland on March 29 (Kaestner) and singles were seen on 
Mat tawoman Creek in Charles County on May 2 (Nistico) and May 25 (Jett). Early 
Glossy Ibis were 4 at  Bozman, Talbot County on March 31 (Ernie Burns); 21 were 
near  Assa teague  on Apri l  12 (Davidson + ), 2 a t  Har t  - Miller on Apri l  19 (Ringler 
+ ), 2 at  Fo r t  Smailwood on Apri l  19 (Murphy}, 1 at  Point Lookout on Apri l  19 

(Davidson, Wierenga), 1 at  Jug  Bay on Apri l  19 and 27 (Mumford, Beaton), 3 at  
North Beach on Apri l  22 and 6 on Apri l  26 (Stasz}, 25 at Greensboro on May 2 
{Hewitt) and I in Charles County near Charlot te  Hall at  some time in May (Jett). 

Swans, Geese. Massing for the northward flight were 10,000 Tundra Swans near 
Chester town on March 1 (Grubers). Other swan concentrations were 400 at  Loch 
Raven on March 15 (Kaestner), 93 on a farm pond in western Howard County on 
March 15 (Chestem), 100 flying over Germantown on March 18 (Warfield) and 37 
flying over Lilypons on March 22 (Wilson). Late  migrants  were I a t  Hurlock on 
Apri l  14 (O'Brien), 6 at Ruthsburg,  Queen Annes County on Apri l  16 (Grubers), at 
Piscataway on. Apri l  25 (Nistico), 2 at  Jug Bay on Apri l  27 and 1 on May 2 
(Mumford), 1 on Scarboro Creek in Worces ter  County on May 2 (Ringler) and 1 in 
DC on May 9 (Czaplak). The 2 Greater White-fronted Geese at  Gai thersburg  were 
last seen on March 5 (Wright). Few Snow Geese were repor ted  after  Feb rua ry  with 
the last being 1 at  Denton on March 17 (R. Fletcher} and 1 at  Piney Run on March 
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Table  1. Median  Arr ival  and  Depa r tu re  Dates ,  Sp r ing  1987 

M e d i a n  M e d i a n  
A r r i v a l s  D e p a r t u r e s  

Spec ies  10-Yr 1987 10-Yr 1987 

Common Loon ~ 4/4 4/2 5/14 5/30 
Pied-billed Grebe 3/16 3/18 5/3 5/17 
Horned Grebe 3/20 3/14 5/4 5/14 
Double-crested Cormorant 4/2 3/25 5/31 6/2 
American Bittern 4/11 4/12 5/4 5/2 
Great Egret 4/7 4/11 - - 
Snowy Egret 4/12 4/11 - - 
Little Blue Heron 4/20 4/18 - - 
Cattle Egret 4/11 4/12 - - 
Green-backed Heron 4117 4/19 - - 
Glossy Ibis 4/12 4/15 - - 
Tundra Swan 3/2 2/16 4/2 3/20 
Snow Goose - - 4/7 3/24 
Canada Goose 2/27 2/20 5/2 4/16 
Wood Duck 3/6 3/6 - - 
Green-winged Teal 3/18 3/18 4/28 4/26 
Northern Pintail 3/1 2/15 4/4 3/21 
Blue-winged Teal 3/21 3/22 516 5/11 
Northern Shoveler 3/16 3/10 4/12 4/12 
Gadwall 3/11 3/8 4/26 4/10 
American Wigeon 3/9 3/8 4120 4/12 
Canvasback. 3/2 3/1 4/5 3/29 
Redhead 3/5 3/2 3127 3/15 
Ring-necked Duck 3/8 3/3 4/16 4/21 
Greater Scaup - - 4/5 4/22 
Lesser Scaup 3/7 3/14 4/29 4/28 
Oldsquaw 3/20 3/22 .4/11 4/24 
Surf Scoter - - 4/23 4/26 
White-winged Scoter - 3/21 .4/19 4/18 
Common Goldeneye 2/25 2/19 4/8 4/4 
Bufflehead 3/9 3/6 4/28 4/24 
Hooded Merganser 3/8 2/22 4/13 4/11 
Common Merganser 3/2 2/6 4/8 4/12 
Red-breasted Merganser  3/18 3/15 5/7 5/9 
Ruddy Duck 3/19 3/22 5/6 5/6 
Osprey 3/21 3/15 - - 
Northern Harrier 3/4 3/6 5/5 5/8 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3/14 3/6 5/6 5/8 
Cooper's Hawk 3/13 3/6 - - 
Broad-winged Hawk 4/15 4/16 - - 
Merlin - - 5/4 5/5 
Sora 4/26 4/17 - - 
Common Moorhen 4/29 4/27 - - 
American Coot 3/18 3/7 5/3 5/2 
Black-bellied Plover 5/2 4/27 5/27 5/29 
Semipalmated Plover 5/5 5/2 5/27 6/11 
Killdeer 2/28 2117 - - 
Greater Yellowlegs 3/28 3/29 5112 5/18 
Lesser Yellowlegs 4/7 3/30 5/11 5/23 
Solitary Sandpiper 4/20 4/18 5/16 5/22 
Spotted Sandpiper 4/21 4/22 5/27 5/27 
Ruddy Turnstone _ _ 6/2 6/14 
Red Knot. _ _ 6/1 6/21 
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Sanderling 4/21 - 5/25 6/13 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 5/4 5/5 6/2 6/15 
Least Sandpiper 4/23 4/21 5/18 5/25 
W h i t e - r u m p e d  S a n d p i p e r  5/6 5/7 6/1 6/14 
P e c t o r a l  S a n d p i p e r  3/31 3/30 5/5 4/26 
D u n l i n  4/18 4/12 5/31 6/6 
S h o r t - b i l l e d  D o w i t c h e r  4/27 4/20 5/28 6/18 
C o m m o n  S n i p e  3/15 3/20 5/4 5/2 
A m e r i c a n  W o o d c o c k  3/6 2/15 - - 
L a u g h i n g  Gul l  4/2 3/30 - - 
B o n a p a r t e ' s  Gu l l  3/30 3/31 5/3 5/4 
R i n g - b i l l e d  Gul l  2/24 2/9 - - 
C a s p i a n  T e r n  4/14 4/14 - - 
R o y a l  T e r n  4/20 4/11 - - 
C o m m o n  T e r n  4/19 4/14 - - 
F o r s t e r ' s  T e r n  4/24 4/12 - - 
L e a s t  T e r n  5/4 5/9 - - 
B l a c k  T e r n  5/9 5/9 - - 
B l ack -b i l l ed  C u c k o o  5/7 5/8 - - 
Ye l low-b i l l ed  C u c k o o  5/3 5/3 - - 
C o m m o n  N i g h t h a w k  5/7 5/11 - - 
W h i p - p o o r - w i l l  4/23 4/17 - - 
C h i m n e y  S w i f t  4/15 4/17 - - 
R u b y - t h r o a t e d  H u m m i n g b i r d  4/30 4/27 - - 
Ye l low-be l l i ed  S a p s u c k e r  3/27 3/27 5/2 5/2 
E a s t e r n  W o o d - P e w e e  5/3 5/2 - - 
A c a d i a n  F l y c a t c h e r  5/3 5/4 - - 
W i l l o w  F l y c a t c h e r  5/17 5/21 - - 
L e a s t  F l y c a t c h e r  5/3 5/2 - 5/21 
E a s t e r n  P h o e b e  3/17 3/13 - - 
G r e a t  C r e s t e d  F l y c a t c h e r  4/30 4/26 - - 
E a s t e r n  K i n g b i r d  4/24 4/21 - - 
P u r p l e  M a r t i n  3/30 3/28 - - 
T r e e  S w a l l o w  3/26 3/29 - - 
N.  R o u g h - w i n g e d  S w a l l o w  4/9 4/2 - - 
B a n k  S w a l l o w  4/21 4/18 - 
Cl i f f  S w a l l o w  4/25 4/14 - - 
B a r n  S w a l l o w  4/5 3/29 - - 
R e d - b r e a s t e d  N u t h a t c h  - - 5/4 5/3 
B r o w n  C r e e p e r  3/24 3/27 4/26 4/20 
House Wren 4/20 4/21 - - 
Winter Wren - - 4/23 4/22 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 3/25 3/19 4/11 4/12 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 4/10 4/10 5/7 5/9 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 4/11 4/11 - - 
Eastern Bluebird 2/23 2/21 - - 
Veery 5/1 4/27 5/22 5/17 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 5/11 5/18 5/24 5/30 
Swainson's Thrush 5/3 5/2 5/26 5/26 
Hermit Thrush 4/10 4/11 5/5 5/2 
W o o d  T h r u s h  4/25 4/27 - - 
A m e r i c a n  R o b i n  2/22 2/19 - - 
G r a y  C a t b i r d  4/27 4/23 - - 
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T a b l e  1 (cont.) .  M e d i a n  A r r i v a l  a n d  D e p a r t u r e  D a t e s ,  S p r i n g  1987  

M e d i a n  M e d i a n  
A r r i v a l s  D e p a r t u r e s  

S p e c i e s  10-Yr  1987 10-Yr  1987 

Brown Thrasher 4/11 4/12 - 
Water Pipit 3/15 3/15 5/4 5/2 
Cedar Waxwing - - 5/28 5/28 
White-eyed Vireo 4/20 4/27 - - 
Solitary Vireo 4/20 4/22 5/5 5/6 
Yellow-throated Vireo 4/29 4/29 - - 
Warbling Vireo 4/29 5/2 - - 
Red-eyed Vireo 4/26 4/29 - - 
Blue-winged Warbler 4/29 4/28 5/12 5/10 
Golden-winged Warbler 5/2 4/26 - - 
Tennessee Warbler 5/4 5/7 5/21 5/17 
Nashville Warbler 5/1 5/2 5/15 5/19 
Northern Parula 4/20 4/20 - - 
Yellow Warbler 4/26 4/28 - - 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 5/3 5/2 5/20 5/19 
Magnolia Warbler 5/3 5/2 5/24 5/24 
Cape May Warbler 5/3 5/3 5/17 5/18 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 5/2 5/2 5/18 5/20 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 4/12 4/11 5/14 5/15 
Black-throated Green Warbler 5/I 4/29 5/18 5/21 
Blackburn/an Warbler 5/3 5/2 5/20 5/29 
Pine Warbler 3/17 3/21 - - 
Prairie Warbler 4/24 4/24 - - 
Palm Warbler 4/13 4/11 5/4 5/2 
Bay-breasted Warbler 5/5 5/4 5/23 5/24 
Blackpoll Warbler 5/5 5/3 5/29 5/29 
Cerulean Warbler 4/30 4/25 - - 
Black-and-white Warbler 4/19 4/18 - - 
American  R e d s t a r t  4/27 4/23 5/30 5/31 
P ro thono ta ry  Warb le r  4/22 4/27 - - 
Worm-ea t ing  Warb le r  4/29 4/27 - - 
Ovenbird 4/21 4/18 - - 
Nor the rn  W a t e r t h r u s h  4/28 4/26 5/24 5/20 
Louisiana W a t e r t h r u s h  4/8 4 / 3  - - 

Kentucky  Warb le r  5/1 5/2 - - 
Mourning  Warb le r  5/18 5/18 5/30 6/1 
Common Yellowthroat 4/20 4/24 - - 
Hooded Warbler 4/28 4/28 - - 
Wilson's Warbler 5/6 5/2 5/20 5/21 
Canada Warbler 5/6 5/2 5/27 5/25 
Yellow-breasted Chat 5/1 5/2 - - 
Summer Tanager 5/2 5/2 - - 
Scarlet Tanager 4/29 5/1 - - 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 5/2 5/2 5/20 5/17 
Blue Grosbeak 5/1 5/2 - - 
Indigo Bunt ing  4/30 4/30 - - 
Rufous-sided Towhee  3/30 4/3 - - 
Amer ican  Tree  Spar row - - 3/20 3/22 
Chipping Sparrow 4/1 3/29 - - 
Vesper  Sparrow 4/7 4/5 - - 
Savannah  Sparrow 3/29 3/31 5/10 5/8 
Fox Sparrow 2/27 2/21 3/31 3/24 
Lincoln 's  Spar row 5/5 5/2 5/23 5/23 
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Table 1 (cont.). Median Arrival and Departure Dates, Spring 1987 

Median Median 
Arrivals  Departures  

Species 10-Yr 1987 10-Yr 1987 

Swamp Sparrow - - 5]9 5/12 
White-throated Sparrow - - 5/14 5/17 
White-crowned Sparrow - - 5]9 5/10 
Dark-eyed Junco - - 5/3 5/1 
Bobolink 5/2 5/2 5/20 5/24 
Red-winged Blackbird 2/20 2/11 - - 
Rusty Blackbird 3/15 3/14 5/4 5/2 
Brown-headed Cowbird 2/27 2/23 - - 
Orchard Oriole 4/29 4/30 - - 
Northern Oriole 4/29 4/30 - - 
Purple Finch - - 5/6 5/7 
Common Redpoll - - 4/1 3/11 
Pine Siskin - - 5/8 5/10 
Evening Grosbeak - - 5/6 5/3 

24 (Wright). The last Brant of the season were 2 at Ocean City on April 26 (Ringler) 
and surprisingly on May 2 there  were 3 on Back River Neck (Earl Palmer + ) and 
15 at the Back River sewage plant (Ross). The Grubers est imated flocks of Canada 
Geese flying north over  Chester town at 2000 on March 1, 20,000 on March 7 and 
150 on April 22. Warfield noted 275 over the Germantown/Seneca area on March 6. 
A pair with 4 downy young was on a farm pond in southern Worcester  County on 
May 2 (Ringler). 

Dabbling Ducks. Warfield noted some early migrant  Wood Ducks at Seneca on 
February 16 and Point of Rocks on February 21. Concentrations of Wood Ducks 
were seen on March 15 with 18 at Rocky Gap (Simons) and 80 at Loch Raven 
(Kaestner); in Howard County on the Patuxent  River a female with 6 downy young 
was seen on April 23 (Nicholas Short). Green-winged Teal of local interest  were 4 at 
Piney Run on March 9 (Wright), 8 at PNAS on March 15 (Bryan}, 4 at North Branch 
on March 16 (Simons) and 9 at Lilypons on March 22 (Wilson). Best counts of Green- 
wings were 50 at Cove Point on March 14, where there  was a late bird on May 10 
(Stasz), 22 at Remington Farms on March 18 (Grubers), 90 at Blackwater on March 
29 (Czaplak), 300 at Jug  Bay on April 10 (Mumford, Rieciardi, Beaton) and 50 in 
Talbot County on April 19 (Reese). There were 250 Mallards on a pond near 
Cumberland on March 15 (Twigg) and 2 broods of young were at the Hurlock 
sewage lagoons on April 26 (Ringler). High counts of Northern Pintail were 350 at 
Cove Point on March 15 (Stasz) and 115 at Remington Farms on March 18 
(Grubers). Also on March 15 there were 5 pintails at Cumberland (Twigg) and 1 at 
Pinto Marsh (Simons) and at Jug  Bay there  were 10 on March 22 (Mumford + ). 
Early Blue-winged Teal in Allegany County were single birds seen on March 16 at 
North Branch (Simons) and Pinto (Twigg). High counts of Blue-winged Teal around 
the state were 50 at Jug  Bay on April 10 (Mumford, Ricciardi, Beaton), 45 at 
Hughes Hollow on April 11 (Czaplak), 26 at Pinto on April 14 (Kiddy), 8 on 
Centennial Lake in Columbia on April 18 (Ringler) and 9 in Talbot County on April 
19 CReese). Late Blue-wings were 2 at Lilypons on May 13 (Wilson) and 2 at North 
Branch on May 27 (Simons). High counts of Northern Shovelers were 125 at 
Remington Farms on March 18 and 98 there  on April 4 (Grubers) and 100 at Deal 
Island WMA on March 28 (Czaplak). Other Shovelers of interest  were 2 at PNAS 
on March 1 (Bryan), 2 at North Beach on March 5 (Kraus), 1 at Cove Point on March 
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14 {Stasz), 2 at Pinto Marsh and 6 at North Branch on March 16 {Simons), 7 at Jug 
Bay on March 22 (Mumford + }, 3 at Hughes Hollow on April 11 (Czaplak), 4 at 
Hurlock on April 26 (Ringler} and a very late single straggler at Deal Island WMA 
on May 16 (Davidson, O'Brien + ). 

There were very few repor ts  of Gadwall but  these included 2 at  Piney Run on 
March 19 (Wright) and 18 at  Masonville on March 22 (Ringler). A male Eurasian 
Wigeon was at  Deal Island WMA from March 8 through A p r i l  5 (Garland + ). 
Modest concentrations of American Wigeon this spring were 58 at  Loch Raven on 
March 6 (Simon), 20 at L iber ty  Reservoir  on March 18 (Wright) and 80 at  Deal 
Island WMA on March 28 (Czaplak); other  repor ts  were 5 at  North Beach on March 
5 (Kraus), 2 at  North Branch on March 6 (Simons), 6 at  Rocky Gap.on March 15 
(Twigg), 15 at  Jug  Bay on March 22 (Mumford + ), 11 in DC on March 25 (Czaplak) 
and single late birds at  Har t  - Miller on May 9 (Ringler) and Deal Island WMA on 
May 16 (Davidson, O'Brien). 

Aythya Ducks. Canvasbacks s taging for the northbound flight were 750 at  Kent  
Narrows on March 5 and 300 at  Comegys Bight on the Chester  River  on March 6 
{J. Gruber) and 400 at  North Beach on March 23 where hundreds remained through 
Apri l  11 but  no birds were present  the following day (Stasz). Of lesser  note were 4 
Canvasbacks at  Piney Run on March 19 (Wright), 40 at  Cambridge on March 29 
{Czaplak), 1 at  Nor th  Branch on Apri l  11 (Simons), 1 at  Sandy Point on Apri l  21 
(Davidson), an exceptionally late drake on the Pa tuxent  River at  Benedict on May 
7 (Nistico) and a la ter  1 in DC on May 9 (Czaplak). The la t te r  birds are probably 
non-breeding s t ragglers  tha t  may have summered locally. March 15 was the  best  
day for Redheads when 20 were seen at  Loch Raven (Kaestner), 1 a t  Rocky Gap 
(Twigg) and 4 at PNAS (Bryan); 1 was on L iber ty  Reservoir  on March 18 (Wright). 
Concentrations of Ring-necked Ducks were inland as expected with 120 at  Loch 
Raven on March 15 (Kaestner), 612 at  L ibe r ty  Reservoir  on March 18 with 31 
remaining on Apri l  7 (Wright), and 220 at  PWRC on March 21 (Osenton). Other 
Ring-necks were 1 at  Pinto on March 2 {Simons), 40 at  North Branch on March 16 
(Simons), 25 at  Denton on March 24 (Hewitt), 30 at Deal Island WMA on March 28 
(Czaplak) and 3 there  on May 3 (Ringler), I at Har t  - Miller on May 16 (Webb) and 1 
drake throughout  May at  Hurlock (Ringler + ). Large flocks of Greater Scaup were 
repor ted  in Kent County with 350 off Worton Point on March 20 (J. Gruber) and in 
Calvert  County with 1500 at  North Beach on March 23 (Stasz). Grea te r  Scaup at  
unusual locations were 1 drake at  Cumberland on March 1 (Kiddy), 2 in DC on 
March 21 (Czaplak), 4 at  Georgetown Reservoir  on Apri l  23 (Hilton) and 1 at  Kent 
Narrows on May 2 (Davidson). There were  several  major concentrations of Lesser 
Scaup. In Kent  County J im Gruber  es t imated 2000 off Swan Point  on March 3, and 
15,000 on the  Chester  River  on March 6 increasing to 20,000 on March 25. There 
were about 500 Lessers  at  North Beach on March 23 (Stasz) and 4000 at  
Har t  - Miller on Apri l  12 (Kaestner + ). Other Lesser  Scaup included 26 at  Rocky 
Gap on Apri l  2 (TwiggL 109 in  St. Marys  County on April  9 (Wilson) and 200 in 
Talbot County on Apri l  12 (Reese). 

Other Diving Ducks. Gruber also found large flocks of Oldsquaws in the northern 
bay with 2500 at Love Point  on March 5 increasing to 3000 on March 24, and 4500 
at Swan Point  on March 11. Other flocks were 375 at  PNAS on March 22 (Bryan), 
1000 at North  Beach on March 30 (Stasz) and 700 at  Cambridge on March 29 
(Czaplak). In Al legany County Simons found 1 at  Rocky Gap on March 15, and 29 
there  on Apri l  5. Another  Oldsquaw was on a pond in southwestern Howard 
County on March 25 (Wallace), 10 in DC on April  7 and 5 there  on Apri l  28 
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(Czaplak), 55 in St. Marys  County on Apri l  9 (Wilson), 50 in Talbot  County on Apri l  
12 (Reese), 1 at  North Branch on Apri l  16 (Kiddy), 1 at  Druid Lake in Balt imore on 
Apri l  20 (Bohanan), PNAS on May 3 (Rambo), and at North Beach Stasz counted an 
ex t raord inary  32 l ingering on May 8 and 1 on May 13. As usual scoters  were litt le 
repor ted.  A Black Seoter was at  Cambridge on March 27 (Czaplak) and 2 at  Hooper 
Island on May 9 (Armistead + ). There were 3 Surf Seoters at  Point Lookout on 
Apri l  19 (Davidson) and I in Calver t  County on May 2 (Stasz). There  were 35 White- 
winged Seoters at  Eas tern  Neck on March 6 (J. Gruber), 2 at  Rocky Gap on Apri l  5 
(Simons, Kiddy), 100 in Talbot  County on Apri l  12 (Reese), 1 in DC on Apri l  23 
(Czaplak) and 2 on the Potomac at  Violet 's Lock on Apri l  23 (Bonham). There were 
350 Common Goldeneyes off Swan Point on March 3 and 400 off Rock Hall on March 
6 (J. Gruber), 10 at  Rocky Gap on March 15 (Simons) and 35 at  Cambridge on March 
29 (Czaplak). The last  flocks of Buffleheads repor ted  were 500 at  North  Beach on 
March 30 (2 remained on May 7 - S t a s z ) ,  292 in St. Marys  County on Apri l  9 
(Wilson) and 24 in DC on Apri l  10 (Czaplak). 

The last flocks of Hooded Mergansers were 16 at  Piney Run on March 5 (Wright), 
14 at  Rocky Gap. on March 15 (Simons) and 15 females at  Deal Island WMA on 
Apri l  11 (Ringler); single late migrants  were in Howard County on Apri l  29-30 (Bill 
Phillips) and on Mat tawoman Creek, Charles County on May 25 (Jett}, the la t te r  
perhaps a nest ing bird or summering non-breeder.  Among the repor ts  of Common 
Mergansers were 5 at  Piney Run on March 5 (Wright), 10 at  PNAS on March 15 
(Bryan), 24 at  Loch Raven on March 20 (Simon), 10 at  Jug  Bay on March 22 
(Mumford + ), 1 on Woodmark Lake, Howard County on Apri l  9 (Grazina McClure), 
2 at  Har t  - Miller on Apri l  12 (Kaestner + ), 4 at  Rocky Gap on Apri l  17 (Simons), in 
Montgomery County on Apri l  23 (Bonham), 2 in DC on May 2 (Czaplak) and an 
ex t remely  late 1 at  Point Lookout on May 12 (Rambo). There  was a spectacular  
fallout of Red-breasted Mergansers on March 15 that  included 279 in Al legany 
County (160 at  North  Branch, 52 at  Rocky Gap, 6 at  Pinto, 45 at  Cumberland and 16 
at  Spring Gap) seen by Simons, Twigg and Kiddy; and 450 at Loeh Raven 
{Kaestner}. Other repor ts  were of 100 at  Seneca on March 19 (Warfleld), 50 at  
Sandy Point on March 22 {Czaplak}, 26 at  Rock Hall on March 24 (J. Gruber), 18 in 
DC on Apri l  18 and 1 there  on May 30 (Czaplak), 4 at  Cove Point on May 10 (Stasz} 
and 4 at  Assa teague  on May 18 (O'Brien). Notable Ruddy Ducks were 150 in DC on 
March 24 (Czaplak), 325 at  Masonville on March 25 (Ringlet), 6000 at  H a r t -  
Miller on Apri l  12 and 120 still there  on May 17 (Kaestner  + ), 8 at Pinto on Apri l  
25 and 1 on May 27 (Simons) and a drake on Li t t le  Queenstown Creek in Queen 
Annes County on May 31 (Riceiardi, Beaton}. 

Diurnal Raptors. Observers  at  Monument Knob on South Mountain had some 
spectacular  hawk-watching this spring and the resul ts  are  summarized in Table 2. 
Warfield counted 23 Black Vultures and 12 Turkey Vultures s i t t ing in one t ree  near 
Lander  on March 20. Rare  in Allegany County were single Black Vultures at 
Rocky Gap on March 22 and on the C & 0 Canal below Spring Gap on March 29 
(Kiddy). Engle observed a Black Vulture nest with 2 eggs at  Ganey's Wharf  in 
Caroline County on Apri l  13. Thayer  saw 18 Turkey Vultures migrat ing at  
Swallow Fal ls  on March 12 and Stasz saw 1 at  Cove Point on March 14. The 
ear l ies t  Ospreys this  year  were 1 at  PNAS on March 4 (Rambo), 1 at Sandgates,  St. 
Marys County on March 6 (Runkles), 1 a t  Denton on March 8 (Short), 1 in Talbot 
County on March 8 (Reese), inland in Howard County on March 15 (Chestem), and 1 
at  Jug  Bay on March 16 (Kearns) where there  were 5 on March 22 (Mumford + ). 
Other repor ts  of note were 1 in DC on March 31 (Czaplak), 33 in St. Marys County 
on Apri l  9 (Wilson), on the  Youghiogheny River  in Gar re t t  County on Apri l  19 
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(Thayer), 4 at Loch Raven on April 20 (Simon), 1 at Carey Run Sanctuary on April 
25 (Kiddy + ) and in Howard County on May 16 (Solem). A Swallow-tailed Kite was 
seen flying over the Monocacy River near Greenfield Mills on May 17 (Steve 
Sober). The first successful Bald Eagle nest  on the lower Susquehanna River since 
1961 was near Darlington and 3 young were banded there on May 30 (Schutsky). A 
wandering adult Bald Eagle was at Gaithersburg on May 16 (O'Brien). Late 
migrant Northern Harriers were an immature male in northern Baltimore County 
on May 9 (Stasz, Ringler) and 1 in Talbot County on May 11 (Reese). Also birds that 
were probably late migrants were a Sharp-shinned Hawk at Pocomoke Swamp on 
May 11 (Wilson) and a Cooper's Hawk at Flag Ponds on May 10 (Stasz). A pair of 
adult Red-shouldered Hawks was observed exchanging places on a nest  at Fleming 
Mill Pond, Somerset County on April 11 (Ringler). Davidson reported the first 
Broad-winged Hawks of the season, 7 at Fort  Smallwood on April 11 while Ross 
saw over 100 passing over Stevenson on April 22. The last Rough-legged Hawk of 
the season was an immature light phase at Elliott on April 14 (O'Brien). Reese 
observed 7 migrant  American Kestrels in Talbot County on April 12. Merlins 
received above average report ing this spring with Stasz noting about 10 single 
birds in Calvert County from March 23 through April 11. Other Merlins were 2 at 
Point Lookout on April 19 (Davidson, Wierenga), 1 in DC on April 19 (Czaplak), 1 at 
Hart  - Miller on April 19 (Ringler + ) and May 2 (Webb + ), 1 at Assateague on 
April 30 (Warfield) and 1 at  Cedar Hall Wharf on the Pocomoke River, Worcester 
County on May 2 (Ringlet). An adult Peregrine.Falcon was seen at Conowingo 
during the first two weeks of March (Schutsky) and an immature was at PNAS on 
April 9 (Rambo). 

Table 2. Hawk Migration at Monument Knob, Spring 1987 

Species Total First Last Best Days 

Osprey 539 3/29 
Bald Eagle 9 3/6 
Northern Harrier 116 3/8 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 462 3/6 
Cooper's Hawk 26 3/6 
Red-shouldered Hawk 64 3/1 
Broad-winged Hawk 2326 4/14 
Red-tailed Hawk 644 3/1 
Golden Eagle 1 4/2 
American Kestrel 67 3/3 
Merlin 3 4/8 
Peregrine Falcon 1 4/23 
Unidentified 504 
Total 4761 

5/13 195 on 4/19, 56 on 4/22, 50 on 4/21 
5/8 i on 9 dates 
5/9 12 on 4/9, 10 on 4/8, 4/21 & 5/3 
5/11 91 on 4/22, 53 on 4/26, 37 on 4/27 
5/3 6 on 4/8, 4 on 5/3 
5/6 15 on 3/6, 11 on 3/23, 6 on 3/18 
5/9 1035 on 4/22, 489 on 4/21,340 on 4/23 
5/13 99 on 4/8, 74 on 3/6.49 on 4/7 

5/7 9 on 4/11.6 on 4/22 & 4/23 
4/18 2on4/8 

3/1 5/13 1225 on 4/22,606 on 4/21,400 on 4/26 

This table was compiled by S. C. and L. J. Shoemaker from 207 hours of observation on 58 
days by many observers. 

Chukar, Turkeys, Rails, Crane. The Chukar seen by Bea Newkirk in Howard 
County on May 2 was certainly an escapee from a local game farm. Simons 
reported 24 Wild Turkeys on Green Ridge on March 24 and Warfield saw 2 at Point 
of Rocks on March 25. Armistead and party heard 28 Black Rails in southern 
Dorchester County on May 9. Single King Rails were in Calvert County on April 17 
(Stasz) and Tanyard on May 6 (Engle). Stasz heard his first Virginia Rail of the 
season in Calvert County on March 27, 2 were at Pinto Marsh on April 17 (Simons), 
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there  was a fresh window kill in Columbia on May 1 (Hegner) and I bird was heard 
migrat ing over  Rockville at  night on May 22 (O'Brien). Simons found 2 Soras at  
Pinto Marsh on Apri l  17 and May 11, and 1 was at  Sandy Point on May 5 (Davidson, 
Wierenga). Migrant  Common Moorhens away from known nest ing areas  were 
single birds at  Lake Elkhorn in Columbia on Apri l  26 (Hegner) and at  PWRC on 
Apri l  27 (Osenton). Other moorhens were 1 at  Deal Island WMA on April  27 
(Ringler), 1 at  Tanyard on May 6-26 (Engle) and 2 at  Sparrows Point on May 9 and 
31 (Ringlet), all known breeding areas. Simon found 490 American Coots at  Loch 
Raven on March 20 and 329 still there  on Apri l  10; 14 were at Piney Run on March 
28 (Wright) and late migrants  were singles at Deal Island WMA on May 3 (Ringler) 
and Sandy Point on May 5 (Davidson, Wierenga). A Sandhill Crane was seen flying 
over Li t t le  Bennet t  Regional Park in Montgomery County on May 2 (Ed DeMoll, 
Carol Pickett).  

Plovers. In te res t ing  repor ts  of Black-bellied Plovers were 1 at  Deal Island WMA 
on Apri l  27 (Ringler), 2 at North  Branch on Apri l  28 (Paulus + ) and I there  on May 
27 (Simons), 2 near Sandy Point on May 2 (Davidson), 75 at  Ocean City on May 18 
(O'Brien), 27 in a field in Wicomico County near Poweilvflle on May 24 (Ringler} and 
a remarkable  1 on the roof of an office building in Lanham on May 29 (Don 
Simonson). Lesser Golden-Plovers are  always rare  in spring but 10 were at  Jug Bay 
on Apri l  10 (Mumford, Ricciardi, Beaton) and 2 at H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 16 
(Ricciardi, Webb}. Reports  of Semipalmated Plovers included 5 at  Jug Bay on May 
11 (Mumford}, 3 at Lilypons on May 13 (Wilson), 26 at North Branch on May 15 
(Paulus), 50 at  Har t  - Miller on May 17 (Kaestner  + ), 25 at Blackwater  on May 18 
(O'Brien), 27 at  North Beach on May 18 (Stasz), 1 at  Rockville on May 21-22 
(O'Brien), 52 at  Ocean City on May 23 (Ringlet} and 25 at Hurlock on May 24 
(Ringler). Very rare  away from the coast in spr ing was a Piping Plover at Cove 
Point on May 2 and 8 (Stasz, Boyd). The only flocks of Killdeer repor ted  were 28 at 
Church Hill on March 10 (J. Gruber) and 25 at Bradenbaugh Fla ts  on March 11-18 
(Kirkwood); young were out of the nest near  Wango in Wicomico County on Apri l  
26 (Ringler}. 

Oystercatchers, Stilts, Avocea A pair of American Oystercatchers with 3 downy 
young were in Ocean City on May 23 (Ringlet) and a single oys terca tcher  flew over 
the impoundments at  H a r t -  Miller on May 31 (Ringler + ) for the nor thernmost  
record in Chesapeake Bay. There were 2 Black-necked Stilts at  Blackwater on May 
2 (Armistead + ) and 2 at Deal Island WMA on May-16 (Davidson, O'Brien + ). At  
the l a t t e r  site Wierenga found 6 s t i l ts  on May 25 and 1 apparent ly  s i t t ing on a nest 
on May 26. Another  stil t  found its way to Cove Point on the western shore of the 
bay for the second consecutive year  on May 17 (Stasz). The ear l ies t  spring record 
of American Avocet in the  s ta te  was establ ished this year  with 1 in worn non- 
breeding plumage at  Lake Elkhorn in Columbia on March 15 found independently 
by Hegner  and Don & Martha  Waugh and photographed by others  la ter  that  day. 

Tringine Sandpipers, Curlews, and Turnstones. The first repor ts  of Greater 
Yellowlegs for the season were 1 at  Sandy Point  on March 22 (Czaplak) and at 
PNAS on March 24 (Rambo). High counts of Grea ters  were 100 at  Jug Bay on Apri l  
10 (Mumford, Ricciardi, Beaton) and, inland, 12 at North Branch on Apri l  25 
(Simons}. Late  individuals were 1 at  Jug Bay on May 25 (Mumford} and 4 at North 
Branch on May 29 (Simons). The first Lesser Yellowlegs were 1 near Church Hill on 
March 12 (P. Gruber), 1 at Denton on March 24 (Hewitt), at  North Beach on March 
28 (Kraus) and in Howard County on March 30 (Wallace}. High counts of Lessers  
were 18 in DC on Apri l  25 (Czaplak}, 14 at  North Branch on Apri l  25 (Simons), 30 at 
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Jug Bay on May 2 {Mumford), 25 at Hart  - Miller on May 2 and 9 (Ringler + ) and 8 
at Liberty Reservoir on May 9 (Wright). Late birds were 1 at Tanyard on May 27 
(Engle), 1 at North Branch on May 29 (Paulus) and 2 at H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 31 
(Ringler + }. An early Solitary Sandpiper was at North Branch on April 11 
(Simons) and a peak count of 73 was there on May 6 (Paulus), 1 remaining on May 
27 (Simons). Another notable count of Solitaries was 30 at North Beach on May 12 
(Stasz). The first Willets reported were 3 at Stump Point Marsh in Wicomico 
County on April 12 (Ringlet}. On Chesapeake Bay a Willet flew by Fort  Smallwood 
on April 29 (Murphy), 1 was at North Beach on May 15 (Stasz) and 2 at 
Hart  - Miller on May 17 (Kaestner + ), and most unusual was 1 on the north shore 
of National Airport  in DC on May 30 (Czaplak). The first reports of Spotted 
Sandpipers were at Piscataway on April 12 (Nistico), 1 at Masonville on April 15 
(Dixon} and in Howard County on April 18 (Ludwig); peak counts were 30 at North 
Beach on May 12 (Stasz} and 25 at Hart - Miller on May 24 (Kaestner + ). The only 
reports of Upland Sandpipers were I at Frostburg on May 2 (Walbeck) and 2 at 
PNAS on May 6 (Rambo}. The only report of Whimbrel for the season was 24 flying 
over H a r t -  Miller on May 24, which was also the date of the high count of 34 
Ruddy Turnstones there (Kaestner + ). 

Calidridine Sandpipers. Michael O'Brien found 18 Red Knots on Assateague and 
23 at Ocean City on May 18 for the high count of that  species for the season; the 
only report for the bay was 1 at Hart - Miller on May 31 (Ringler + ). Stasz found 
18 Sanderlings at Cove Point on March 14 and 12 there on March 28 for the best 
counts away from the ocean. The first Semipalmated Sandpipers of the season were 
3 at Loch Raven on May 1 (Simon); the best counts were 70 at North Beach on May 
12 (Stasz), 600 at Hart  - Miller on May 17 (Kaestner + ), 40 at Blackwater on May 
18 (O'Brien), 150 at Hurlock on May 24 (Ringler) and 24 at North Branch on May 27 
(Simons). High counts of Least Sandpipers were 54 at North Beach on May 3 (Stasz), 
24 at Lilypons on May 13 (Wilson), 40 at Hart - Miller on May 17 (Kaestner + ), 15 
at Hurlock on May 24 (Ringlet) and 14 at North Branch on May 27 (Simons). White- 
rumped Sandpipers were scarcely reported with 2 at Hart  - Miller on May 2 (Webb 
+) and 11 there on May 24 (Kaestner +), and 2 at North Beach on May 12-15 

(Stasz). The first Pectoral Sandpipers were I at Back River on March 29 (Davidson) 
and 1 at North Branch on March 30 (Simons); very mediocre high counts of 10 at 
Jug Bay on April 10 (Mumford, Ricciardi, Beaton) and 9 at North Branch on April 
12 (Simons) were found. Quite late were 1 Pectoral at North Branch on May 11 
(Twiggl and 2 at Fulton on May 17 (Solem, Farrell). The only report of Purple 
Sandpipers was 75 at Ocean City on May 23 (Vaughn + ). The 50 Dunlins at Deal 
Island WMA on March 28 (Czaplak) probably wintered there. More likely as the 
first migrants of the season were 1 in DC on April 4 (Czaplak), 5 in Talbot County 
on April 12 (Reese}, 4 at Hart - Miller on April 12 (Kaestner + ) and 3 at North 
Beach on April 13 (Stasz). Best Dunlin counts were 20 at Jug Bay on May 12 
(Kearns), 300 at H a r t -  Miller on May 17 (Kaestner + ) and 250 at Ocean City on 
May 18 (O'Brien}. At North Branch 2 Dunlins were seen on May 5 (Kiddy, Twigg), 2 
on May 19 (Twigg) and I on May 21 (Paulus). Single Dunlins were at Lilypons on 
May 13 (Wilson) and at North Beach on May 18 (Staszl. Rare in spring, a Stilt 
Sandpiper was near the Transquaking River in Dorchester County on May 9 
(Armistead + ). 

Dowitchers, Snipe, Woodcock, and Phalaropes. Early reports of Short-billed 
Dowitchers, all single birds, were at North Beach on April 11 (Stasz), Blackwater 
on April 14 (O'Brien}, Deal Island WMA on April 27 (Ringler) and West Ocean City 
on April 29 (Warfield). Flocks of Short-billed Dows were 8 at North Branch on May 
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12 (Paulus), 9 at  Lilypons on May 15 (David Anderson), 26 at  North Beach on May 
15 and 18 there  on the 18th (Stasz) and 66 at  Har t  - Miller on May 24 (Kaestner + ). 
An ear ly Common Snipe was in Druid Hill Park  in Balt imore on March 7 (Bohanan). 
High counts of snipe were 8 at Church Hill on March 19 (J. Gruber), 20 at Lilypons 
on March 22 (Wilson), 20 at  North Beach on Apri l  9 (Stasz) and 12 at  Tanyard on 
Apri l  12 (Ringler) all of which were surpassed by the 200 at Jug  Bay on Apri l  10 
(Mumford, Ricciardi, Beaton). Late  snipe were at  Piscataway on May 7 (Nistico) 
and 1 at  North Branch on May 11 (Simons, Paulus). Stasz found the first  American 
Woodcock of the spr ing in Calver t  County on Feb rua ry  22; and a woodcock in 
display flight was heard on the late date of May 23 near  Berlin (Ringler). Single 
Wilson's Phalaropes were a female at North Branch on May 11 (Simons, Paulus, 
Twigg), a male at Ocean City on May 23 (Ringler), at  H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 24 
(Kaestner  + ) and at  Swan Creek in Kent County on May 31 (J. Gruber). Very rare  
in spr ing are  sightings of Red-necked Phalaropes, but this year  there  was 1 at 
H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 17 and 2 there  on May 24 (Kaestner + ), a male at  North 
Branch from May 27 through June 2 (Paulus +), joined by a female on May 31 
(Twigg) and June I (Paulus). 

• G u l l s .  The first Laughing Gulls of the season were 1 at  Easton on March 22 
(Reese), 15 at  Back River on March 29 (Davidson), 1 at Chester town on March 30 
(Grubers), 1 on March 30 in DC where there  were 40 on May 9 (Czaplak) and 1 at  
Denton on Apri l  3 (R. Fletcher).  The only repor t  of Frankl in 's  Gull for the spring 
was an adult  at  Back River  on Apri l  18 (Cooper), the ear l ies t  for the s tate .  Also at 
Back River an adult  Little Gull was seen on Apri l  12 (Kaestner) and 2 adults  on the 
18th (Cooper). Stasz saw a Li t t le  Gull over  the bay at  North Beach on Apri l  13 and 
a Common Black-headed Gull on the  19th. Once again Back River  was the major 
s taging area  for Bonaparte 's  Gulls with numbers  increasing from 30 on March 22 
(Ringlet) to 2000 on Apri l  18 (Cooper). Across the  bay in Kent  County waters  Jim 
Gruber  es t imated 250 on March 20. In western Maryland there  was 1 at Rocky Gap 
on March 24 and 32 there  on Apri l  17 (Simons), and Bonies were also seen in 
Gar re t t  County on Apri l  6 (Thayer). In Howard County there  were 15 near Fulton 
on Apri l  4 (John Blaisdell) and 18 in the southwestern  par t  of the county on Apri l  
16 (Wallace). In DC Czaplak noted the first  Bony on March 31, a peak count of 121 
on Apri l  4, and a single bird l ingering on May 10. Wilson counted 8 in St. Marys 
County on Apri l  9. Other late birds we re  14 at  Sandy Point on May 5 (Davidson, 
Wierenga) and 1 immature  at  Ocean City on May 16 (Resch). The big counts of 
Ring-billed Gulls near  the bay were 8000, mostly adults,  in Talbot County on March 
2 CReese) and 7500, all immatures  and sub-adults, at H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 31 
(Ringier + ). This is the typical  t iming for the different  age groups to be flocking. 
Inland there  were 279 Ring-bills counted in Allegany County on March 15 with 8 at 
North Branch, 21 at  Rocky Gap, 22 at Pinto and 228 at  Cumberland (Simons, 
Twigg, Kiddy), 160 at  Loch Raven on March 20 and 200 there  on May 8 (Simon), a n d  
250 at  Cumberland on May 1 (Twigg). Herring Gulls are usually scarce in western 
Maryland but they seem to be increasing as inland migrants.  This spr ing at Rocky 
Gap there  were  3 on Apri l  4 (Kiddy), 11 on Apri l  17 (Simons) and 3 on Apri l  18 
(Kiddy). The only repor t  of Iceland Gull was an immature  molting into first- 
summer plumage at  Ocean City on Apri l  25 (Ringier). Stasz saw 1 Lesser Black- 
backed Gull in Calvert  County on March 11, 1 adult  remained at For t  McHenry 
through March 22 (Ringler) and an adult  in breeding plumage was in Wicomico 
County at Bivalve on Apri l  12 (Ringlerl. The only Glaucous Gull repor ted  was an 
immature  at Calver t  Cliffs on May 2 (Stasz, Boyd). Inland Great Black-backed Gulls 
included 15 at  Denton on March 24 (Hewitt) and 1 on Loch Raven on Apri l  3 
ISimon). 
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Terns, Shimmers. The only repor ts  of Gull-billed Tern were a surpr is ing 1 over 
the Potomac River in DC on May 6 (Czaplak) and, at Ocean City, 2 on May 16 and 3 
on May 18 (O'Brien + ). The ear l ies t  Caspian Terns for the season were  2 in DC on 
Apri l  3 and 20 there  on Apri l  25 (Czaplak), 1 in Baltimore on Apri l  4 (Ringler) and 
at PNAS on Apri l  6 (Rambo). High counts of Caspians were 67 at Sandy Point on 
Apri l  15 (Davidson) and 240 at  H a r t - M i l l e r  on May 9 (Ringler +). Opposite 
Har t  - Miller in Kent  County there  were 7 Caspians at  Rock Hall on Apri l  15 (J. 
GruberL Caspian Terns have been increasing as inland migrants  in recent  years  
and the following repor ts  bear this  out: 2 at  Loch Raven on Apri l  16 and 3 there  on 
May 1 (Simon), 1 at  Lake Roland on Apri l  18 (Bohanan + ), 5 at Lake Elkhorn on 
Apri l  18 (Hegner, Hill), I at  Rocky Gorge Reservoir  on Apri l  19 and May 2 (Farrell ,  
Solem) and 1 at  Jug  Bay on Apri l  19 and 27 (Mumford, Beaton). The first  Royal 
Terns seen were in Calvert  County on Apri l  9 (Stasz), 10 at  Ocean City on 
Apri l  11 (Ringler) and 14 at Bivalve on Apri l  12 (Ringler). This distr ibution 
indicates that  there  were probably earl ier  arr ivals  on the coast. Royals were also 
seen in Charles County on May 2-3 (Nistico) and 6 were at  Ell iot t  on May 10 
(Wilson). The first  Common Terns were 10 at  Ocean City on Apri l  11 (Ringler), 
increasing to 400 on May 18 (O'Brien). Other early Commons were 1 in Talbot 
County on Apri l  12 (Reese), in Calvert  County on Apri l  14 (Stasz) and 1 in DC on 
Apri l  16 and 8 there  on May 10 (Czaplak). At  Fo r t  Smallwood 2 flew by on Apri l  26 
(Murphy), perhaps heading for H a r t -  Miller, where a Common Tern nest  with 1 
egg was found on May 31 (Ringler +). Ear ly  Forster 's  Terns were at PNAS on 
March 23 (Rambo) and in Calvert  County on March 28 (Stasz). Inland For s t e r ' s  
were 1 at North Branch on Apri l  30 (Paulus, Simons, Kiddy), 3 in Caroline County 
at Choptank on May 4 (Engle) and 10 at  Jug Bay on May 25 (Mumford). The only 
Black Tern seen this season was at Hooper Island on May 9 (Armistead + ). The 
first  Black Skimmers at Ocean City were 15 on Apri l  11 (Ringler). 

Cuckoos, Owls. Rarely seen in migration, single Black-billed Cuckoos were seen 
in southern Dorchester  County on May 2 and 9 (Armistead +) and at Hughes 
Hollow on May 21 (Garland) and May 22 (Ron Warren}. A Great Horned Owl nest  
with 2 young was at Savage Park in Howard County on March 8 (Solem) and 
another with 1 young was at Tanyard on March 30 (Engle). Bob F le tcher  found 2 
young Barred Owls out of a Denton nest on May 1. Czaplak saw 2 Long-eared Owls 
and 1 Northern Saw-whet Owl at  the National Arbore tum on March 14. The last 
reports  of Short-eared Owls were 3 at Deal Island WMA on March 28 (Czaplak), 2 at  
Fishing Bay WMA on Apri l  10 (Walbeck) and 1 at Cove Point  on Apri l  11 (Stasz). 
Another  Saw-whet Owl remained at Church Hill through March 22 (Bob Folker  + ). 

Caprimulgids, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers. The ear l ies t  Common 
Nighthawk for the year  was 1 in Cumberland on Apri l  24 (Twigg). Chuck-will's- 
widows heard in in teres t ing  locations were 1 at  Aceokeek on May 2 (Nistico) and 1 
near  Ship Point in Calvert  County on May 11 (Rambol. The first Whip-poor-wills 
this year  were i heard near  Westover  in Somerset  County on April  11 (Ringlet), in 
Charles County on April  17 (Nistico) and at PNAS on April  21 (Rambo). A Whip- 
poor-will net ted near Bristol on May 2 had been banded there  exactly one year  
ear l ier  on May 2, 1986. Czaplak noted 2 ext remely  ear ly Chimney Swifts in DC on 
March 31 and Reese saw 1 in Talbot County on Apri l  13. Bill Scudder  saw an 
exceptionally ear ly Ruby-throated Hummingbird at Concord on March 31, 1 was at  
Fo r t  Smallwood on April  19 (Murphy} and at PNAS on April  22 (Rambo). An adult  
Red-beaded Woodpecker remained at a feeder in Howard County from March 24 
through May 9 (Munro}, 6 were at  Tuckahoe S ta te  Park,  Caroline County on Apri l  
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22 (Rittenhouse} and a l ingering individual was near  Easton on May 22 (Reese). 
There  were no repor ts  of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers af ter  the May Count on the 
2nd. 

Flycatchers. The only repor ts  of Olive-sided "Flycatchers came from western 
Maryland with 1 at  Cumberland on May 20 (Twigg} and 1 banded at Mt. Nebo on 
May 21 (Thayer). Yellow-bellied Flycatchers were banded near Bristol, May 9-31, 1 
was banded at  Adventure  on May 22, 1 was seen at Allen 's  Fresh  on June 7 (Jett) 
and 1 was seen singing at  Great  Falls  on June 8 (Floyd Murdoch + ). Most of the 
few Yellow-bellies tha t  pass through Maryland in the spring are  found in late May 
and the bird banded on the 9th is exceptionally early. A Willow Flycatcher was a 
r a r i ty  for Caroline County at  Tuckahoe S ta te  Park on May 24 (Steve Ford + ). A 
"Traill 's" F lyca tcher  type  that  was banded near Bristol on May 10 was very early.  
Czaplak found single Least  Flycatchers in DC on May 2 and 9. Other migrant  
Leas ts  were 1 at Schooley Mill Park,  Howard County on May 17 (Solem + ) and 1 
on Sugarloaf  Mountain on May 21 (Garland). Ear ly  Eastern Phoebes were 1 at 
Balt imore on March 6 (Bohanan}, 1 at Lander  on March 7 (Warfield), 1 at  Oldtown 
on March 8 (Kiddy) and 2 at  Tuckahoe S ta te  Park  on March 8 (P. Gruber). An early 
Great Crested Flycatcher was on Green Ridge on Apri l  23 (Simons). Two extra- 
ordinari ly ear ly Eastern Kingbirds were seen at  PNAS on March 24 (Rambo, 
Bryan); rout inely early arr ivals  were seen on Apri l  19 with 2 at Point Lookout 
(Davidson, Wierenga), 1 at  Denton (Nuttle) and others  in Charles and Prince 
Georges counties (Nistico). The peak of the  kingbird migrat ion occurred on May 5 
when Murphy est imated 100 flying by Fo r t  Smallwood. 

Swallows. Early  Purple Martins were 1 at Denton on March 19 (Nancy Morgan}, 
10 at  Deal Island WMA on March 28 (Czaplak} and 2 at Chester town on March 28 
{Grubers}. March repor ts  of Tree Swallows were 1 at Rocky Gap on the 21st 
(Kiddy}, 3 at  North Branch on the 21st {Simons), 10 at Jug  Bay on the 22nd 
(Mumford + }, in Montgomery County on the 23rd (Bonham), in Calvert  County on 
the 23rd (Stasz}, at  For t  Smallwood on the 25th (Ringler}, 3 at L iber ty  Reservoir  on 
the 30th {Wright) and 20 in DC on the 30th (Czaplak). High counts of Tree  Swallows 
were 200 at  North Branch on March 31 (Simons}, 600 at Tanyard on April  13 
(Wilber Engle), 1000 at  Jug  Bay on Apri l  19 (Mumford, Beaton), hundreds at 
H a r t -  Miller on Apri l  19 (Ringler + ) and 740 in DC on April  25 (Czaplak). Late  
migrants  were 1 at  Easton on May 24 (Ringler} and 10 at Jug  Bay on May 25 
(Mumford). In DC Czaplak saw his first Northern Rough-winged Swallow on March 
30, and 30 were there  on Apri l  25. The s ta te  arr ival  record for Bank Swallow was 
broken on March 29 with 1 at Chester town (Grubers). Other ear ly Bank Swallows 
were 1 at North Branch on Apri l  18 (Kiddy) and in Calvert  County the same day 
(Kraus). High counts of Banks were 120 in DC on April  25, 110 on May 20 and only 
5 on May 21 (Czaplak), and 40 at Jug  Bay on May 25 (Mumford}. Stasz saw a very 
ear ly Cliff Swallow in .Calvert County on Apri l  11; others  of note were 2 at  the 
McKeldin area  of Patapsco Valley Sta te  Park on Apri l  14 (Wright), 1 at North 
Branch on Apri l  17 (Kiddy) and 1 in DC on May 20 (Czaplak). The first Barn 
Swallows were at PNAS on March 23 (Rambo), 1 in DC on March 25 (Czaplak), in 
Calvert  County on March 28 (Stasz), in Charles County on March 28 (Nistico) and 1 
at North  Branch on March 30 (Simons). The only notable high count of Barn 
Swallows was 350 in DC on April  25 (Czaplak). 

Corvids, Nuthatches, Creepers. Murphy es t imated 8200 Blue Jays passing For t  
Smallwood on May 5; o ther  observers  noted a heavy flight on May 9-10. In 



80 MARYLAND BIRDLIFE Vol. 43, No. 3 

Allegany County the first  migrant  Fish Crows of the season were I a t  Cumberland 
on March 17 (Twigg), I at  North Branch on March 28 and 1 heard at  Spring Gap on 
March 29 (both Kiddy). Simons found 2 Northern Ravens on Green Ridge on March 
24 and Apri l  23. The last Red-breasted Nuthatches of the season were  4 in DC on 
May 3 (Czaplak), 2 at Greenbel t  National Park  on May 9 (Davidson), 2 on Kent  
Island on May 9 (Davidson) and 1 in Talbot County on May 10 (Reese). There  were 
no repor ts  of migrant  Brown Creepers af ter  the May Count on May 2. 

Wrens, Kinglets. The first  House Wren of the season was I heard at  Lake Roland 
on Apri l  18 (Ringler + ). A late Winter Wren was at  Morgan Run Environmental  
Area  on May 6 (Wright). Stasz and Boyd found a Sedge Wren in Calvert  County on 
May 2, the only unusual repor t  of the spring. Out-of-place Marsh Wrens found on 
May 2 were single birds on the C & O Canal in Allegany County (Kiddy) and in 
Howard County (Solem, Farrell).  A late Golden-crowned Kinglet was in Howard 
County on Apri l  19 (Zucker). Large numbers of Ruby-crowned Kinglets were noted 
at Lake Roland on Apri l  18 (Ringler + ) and on the C & O Canal in Allegany County 
on Apri l  25 (Kiddy). Late Ruby-crowns were in Howard County on May 7 (Farrell), 
3 in DC on May 9 (Czaplak), 1 at  PWRC on May 9 (Osenton) and 1 banded at  Mt. 
Nebo on May 10 (Thayer). 

Thrushes, Mimids. Eastern Bluebirds were repor ted  as more numerous than in 
the past  on the lower Eas tern  Shore. Ext raord inar i ly  early was a Veery seen at  
Greensboro on Apri l  9 and 18 (Hewitt) while the  next repor ts  were 1 at Glover- 
Archbold Park  in DC on April  26 (Hilton) and banded at Adven ture  on Apri l  29. 
The high single count of Veeries for the  season was 21 in DC on May 9 with 23 
Swainson's Thrushes the same day (Czaplak). Reports  of Gray-cheeked Thrushes 
were 4 banded at  Adventure ,  May 18-30, banded near  Bristol on May 24, 2 at  
Rockville on May 29 (O'Brien) and 1 in Constitution Gardens on May 31 (Czaplak). 
The peak of migration for Hermit Thrushes was on Apri l  22 when Czaplak found 8 
in DC. Late Hermi t  Thrushes were banded at Adventure  on May 9, 1 banded near 
Stevenson on May 10, and 1 near Cumber landon  May 17 (Simons). An early Wood 
Thrush was banded at Adventure  on Apri l  22. The best  repor t  of American Robins 
was 116 at Pinto on March 16 (Twigg). The first  migrant  Gray Catbirds were 1 at  
Greensboro on Apri l  20 (Hewitt), in Howard County on Apri l  22 (Solem) and 
banded at Adven ture  on Apri l  23. Of in teres t  was a catbird caught a t  Stevenson on 
May 3 that  had been banded there  on August  30, 1980. Reese found 25 catbirds in 
Talbot County on May 9, a good number for that  county. A Brown Thrasher in 
Calvert  County on March 6 (Kraus) probably wintered locally while 1 in Charles 
County on March 21 (Nistico) may have been a migrant .  A thrasher  in DC on April  
2 (Czaplak) was certainly a migrant.  

Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes. The only flocks of Water  Pipits repor ted  were 17 at  
North Branch on March 15 (Simons) and 105 near  Keysvil le  in Carroll County on 
May 2 (Wright). Late  pipits were in Calvert  County on May 7 (Stasz) and I in DC on 
May 9 (Czaplak). Migrant  flocks of Cedar Waxwings tha t  were notable included 140 
in DC on May 10 (Czaplak), 75 in Talbot County on May 17 (Reese) and 150-200 in 
Columbia on May 21 (Farrell). Reese also saw 5 waxwings in Talbot on June 2 when  
the last migrants  are passing through the state.  There were 2 repor ts  of 
Loggerhead Shrikes in Caroline County: 1 at  Mt. Zion on March 9 (Scudder) and I at  
Bethlehem on May 6-7 (Engle). 

Vireos. The first  repor t  of White-eyed Vireos for the season was of 2 at  Point 
Lookout on April  19 (Davidson, Wierenga). Exceptionally ear ly were 2 Solitary 



September  1987 MARYLAND BIRDLIFE 81 

Vireos on Green Ridge on March 29 and 3 there  on Apri l  11 (Simons}; 1 was at 
Pennyfield on Apri l  11 (Czaplak), 1 at Mt. Nebo on Apri l  18 (Thayer), 1 in Talbot 
County from Apri l  30 through May 7 (Reese) and 3 in DC on the ra ther  late date  of 
May 9 (Czaplak). An early Warbling Vireo was at Downsville on Apri l  16 
(Malionee). Rare on the Coastal Plain were 1 Warbl ing  Vireo at Bryans Road, 
Charles County on May 5 (Nistico) and 2 in Talbot County on May 7-9 (Reese). The 
first  Red-eyed Vireo of the season was very  early in Howard County on Apri l  17 
(Boone) and the la tes t  that  was identified as a migrant  was 1 on the Mall in DC 
on May 30 (Czaplak). 

Vermivora and Parula Warblers. A Blue-winged Warbler  at  Cumberland on 
Apri l  26 (Twigg) was the first  repor ted  this spring; 1 was banded at Adventure  on 
Apri l  30; and I at  Mt. Nebo on May 10 (Thayer) was a ra re  find for Gar re t t  County. 
The first  Golden-winged Warblers were both in Al legany County: 1 at Cumberland 
on Apri l  26 (Twigg) and I at  Pinto on Apri l  27 (Simons); 1 in Talbot County on May 
7 (Reese) was a ra r i ty  on the Eas tern  Shore. All  repor ts  of Brewster ' s  hybrids 
were from Gar re t t  County with 2 banded at  Mt. Nebo on May 10 (Thayer) and 1 at  
Wolf Swamp on May 15 (Simons). Always  rare  in spring, an Orange-crowned 
Warbler  was observed singing at  Pinto on Apri l  26 (Simons) and 1 was banded at 
Adventure  on May 2. The last  of the  migrant  Nashville Warblers were in Howard 
County on May 20 (Solem) and 1 in DC on May 21 (Czaplak). Very ear ly Northern 
Parulas were 1 at Greensboro on Apri l  4 (Hewitt) and 1 at Fleming Mill Pond, 
Somerse t  and Worces ter  counties, on Apri l  11 (Ringlet). 

Dendroica Warblers. Czaplak's 1Q Chestnut-sided Warblers in DC on May 9 were 
the most reported,  and 1 in Balt imore County on May 28 (Simon) was the latest .  An 
exceptionally early Magnolia Warbler  was at  Chester town on Apri l  22 (J. Gruber), 
and 15 in Talbot County on May 9 (Reese) was a good count there.  Ear ly  Cape May 
Warblers were a male at  Spring Gap on Apri l  25 (Kiddy) and I in Talbot County on 
Apri l  30 (Reese). Also early was a Black-throated Blue Warbler at  Finzel Swamp on 
Apri l  22 (Twigg); Czaplak found 20 in DC on May 9 and late  birds were banded at 
Adventure  on May 23 and seen in Calvert  County at Hickory Hills on May 27 
(Kraus). Impressive counts of Yeliow-rumped Warblers were 200 at Jug  Bay on 
Apri l  19 (Mumford, Beaton), 25 on Green Ridge on Apri l  23 (Simons) and 100 in 
Talbot County on May 7 (Reese) where Reese also saw a late migrant  on May 23;. 
this was surpassed by a singing male near Queenstown on May 31 (Ricciardi, 
Beaton). Ear ly  Black-throated Green Warblers were 1 on Green Ridge on Apri l  23 
(Simons) and 1 at Schell-Laurel in Gar re t t  County on Apri l  26 (Thayer); late birds 
were I at  Deer Park in Carroll  County on May 21 (Wright) and 1 in Talbot County 
on May 27 CReese). Reese found 5 Blackburnian Warblers in Talbot  County on May 
9 and a late migrant  there  on May 28. Other late  Blackburnians were 1 on Green 
Ridge on May 29 (Simons) and 1 at  Tuckahoe S ta te  Park on May 31 (Nuttle). The 
first  Yellow-throated Warbler  of the season was 1 in Talbot  County on March 29 
(Reese); and I in DC on Apri l  12 (Czaplak) was a ra r i ty  there.  

There  were several  in teres t ing repor ts  of Pine Warblers, beginning with the 
first apparent  migrant  in Ci~arles County on March 8 (Nistico). Thayer  found 1, 
March 20-24, in Gar re t t  County where they are rare.  Wright  found 6 Pine 
Warble rs  in Carroll  County at  Deer Park on March 28. Frances  Ehlers  had 1 visit  
her Howard County feeder on Apri l  3-5. Best counts of Pine Warble rs  were 28 on 
Green Ridge on March 24 (Simons) and 30 at  Jug  Bay on Apri l  19 (Mumford, 
Beaton). Very early Prairie Warblers were 1 at  Hughes Hollow on April  11 
(Czaplak) and in Balt imore County on Apri l  12 (Simon). Best repor ts  of Palm 
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Warblers were 3 at  Remington Farms  on Apri l  11 (J. Gruber), 1 at  Deal Island 
WMA on Apri l  12 (Davidson + ), 4 at  Lake Roland on Apri l  18 (Bobanan + ), 3 (1 
banded) at  Laurel  Grove on Apri l  19 (Runkles), 3 at  North Branch on Apri l  25 
(Simons) and 3 there  on Apri l  26 (Kiddy), 5 along Lit t le  Deer Creek in Harford 
County on Apri l  28 (Kirkwood) and single late birds in DC on May 8 (Czaplak) and 
in Allegany County on May 9 (Kiddy). Tbayer  observed Bay-breasted Warblers in 
Gar re t t  County, May 4-24, and late migrants  elsewhere were 1 in Talbot County 
on May 24 (Reese), in Howard County on May 27 (Hegner) and banded at  
Adventure  on May 28. An ear ly Blackpoll Warbler  was in St. Marys  County on 
Apri l  28 (Runkles), 8 were in Talbot County on May 22 (Reese) and a late one was in 
Howard County on June 1 (Hegner). An early Cerulean Warbler was at  Spring Gap 
on Apri l  22 (Simons); ra re  sigbtings on the Coastal Plain on May 9 were 2 in Talbot 
County (Reese) and 1 at Hickory Hills, Calvert  County (Kraus). 

Other Warblers. Ear ly  Black-and-white Warblers were 4 in Worces ter  and 
Wicomico counties on Apri l  11 (Ringler) and 1 in DC on April  12 (Czaplak). The first  
American Redstarts were found on Apri l  23 with 3 on Green Ridge (Simons) and 1 
in Montgomery County (Bonham); Reese noted 20 in Talbot County on May 9 and 
May 16. The first  Prothonotary Warbler repor ted  was at Spring Gap on Apri l  22 
(Simons). In Gar re t t  County, where a Prothonotary  Warb le r  is an excellent  find, a 
male was seen at  B!g Run S ta te  Park  on May 9 (Simons) and May 25 (Hammer). 
Ext raord inar i ly  early Worm-eating Warblers were 1 at Swan Point in Charles 
County on Apri l  17 (Kraus) and 1 on Green Ridge on Apri l  23 (Simons). Simon 
discovered the Swainson's Warbler at Phoenix on May 3 and it remained into June. 
This is the  second record for Baltimore County. Davidson heard a Swainson's in 
Hickory Point Swamp, Worces ter  County on May 10. Ovenbirds put in early 
appearances  across the ent ire  state.  Ear ly  arr ivals  were noted as follows: 3 in 
Somerse t  and Wicomico counties on Apri l  12 (Ringlet), in Charles and Prince 
Georges counties on Apri l  17 (Nistico), 1 at Greensboro on Apri l  18 (Hewitt), in St. 
Marys County on April  18 (Runkles}, in Howard County on Apri l  20 (Solem) and 1 
at  Cumberland on April  22 (Twigg). Banders at  Adventure  captured 51 Northern 
Waterthrushes from Apri l  23 through May 27. Twigg found a Nor thern  Water-  
thrush at  Cumberland on Apri l  26 and Reese 1 in Talbot County on May 10 for 
o ther  observat ions of note. March 29 arr ivals  of Louisiana Waterthrushes were I at  
Spring Gap (Kiddy), 2 at  Woodstock, Howard and Balt imore counties (Ringler) and 
1 in Talbot County (Reese). Reese also found 8 Louisiana Wate r th rushes  in Talbot 
on April  12, a good number there . .  

Early Kentucky Warblers were 1 at  Greensboro on Apri l  22 (Hewitt) and 1 at  
Cumberland on Apri l  26 (Twigg). Reports  of Mourning Warblers were as follows: an 
ear ly 1 in Rock Creek Park,  DC on May 9 (Czaplak), 1 at Hughes Hollow on May 15 
(Frank Schaff), 3 banded at Adventure ,  May 16-26, 1 at  PWRC on May 19-21 
(O'Brien), 1 banded at Mt. Nebo on May 21, 1 at Triadelphia on May 24 (Paul 
Zucker), 2 banded at Stevenson on May 28 and I at Sewell Pond, Calver t  County on 
June 5 (Stasz). Ear ly  Common Yellowthroats were 1 at Blaekwater  on April  14 
(O'Brien}, 1 in Talbot County on April  19 (Reese) and in Calvert  County on April  19 
(Stasz); a late migrant  was on the Mall in DC on May 30 (Czaplak). The first Hooded 
Warblers of the season were 1 on Green Ridge on Apri l  23 (Simons) and in Charles 
County on Apri l  28 (Nisticol; 1 in Talbot County on May 6 (Reese) was a ra r i ty  
there.  In te res t ing  repor ts  of Wilson's Warblers were 3 at  Lake Roland on May 10 
(Ringler), I banded at Mt. Nebo on May 21 (Thayer) and 1 in DC on May 27 
(Czaplak}. A late migrant  Canada Warbler was at  Shad Landing on May 30 
(Osenton). 
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Emberizid Finches. Best repor ts  of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were 10 in Talbot 
County on May 9 (Reese) and 9 in the Savage River area  of Gar re t t  County on May 
16 with 1 of the la t te r  nest-building (Simons). A late migrant  was at Ocean City on 
May 23 (Ringler). An exceptionally early Blue Grosbeak was at  PNAS on April  20 
(Rambo) and also ear ly was 1 at  Denton on Apri l '30 (Nuttle). There  were several  
repor ts  of very ear ly Indigo Buntings with 1 at  Lake Roland on Apri l  18 (Ringlet 
+ ), I a t  Point Lookout on Apri l  19 (Davidson, Wierenga), 1 at a feeder in Columbia 

on Apri l  20 (Margie Kupiec) and 1 at  Pinto on Apri l  27 (Simons). 

Sparrows. The last  repor ts  of American Tree Sparrows were 3 at Sandy Point on 
March 22, in Howard County on March 22 (Solem), 1 at  Lilypons on March 22 
(Wilson), in Balt imore County on March 23 (Dixon) and in Gar re t t  County on Apri l  
8 (Thayer). Ear ly  Chipping Sparrows were 1 at  Laurel  Grove on March 18 
(Runkles), 1 near  Cumberland on March 22 (Simons), 1 at Denton on March 26 
(Nuttle), in Calvert  County on March 27 (Stasz), 6 in DC on March 30 (Czaplak) and 
a high count of 40 at  Point Lookout on Apri l  19 (Davidson, Wirenga). A migrant  
Vesper Sparrow was noted at  PNAS on Apri l  10 (Rambo). Lynn Davidson heard a 
Lark Sparrow sing at  Deal Island WMA on March 14, and the bird previously 
repor ted  in Anne Arundel  County remained through April  17 (Woody Martin). 
Stasz saw Savannah Sparrows in Calvert  County from March 29 through May 10 
while high counts were 35 in Talbot County on Apri l  12 (Reese), 50 at  Rockville on 
Apri l  17 (O'Brien) and 20 at  Deal Island WMA on Apri l  27 (Ringler). Unusual a t  Ad- 
venture  was a Grasshopper Sparrow banded on Apri l  16. In Talbot County Reese 
found 20 Grasshopper  Sparrows on May 24. The best  repor t  of Henslow's Sparrows 
from Ell iot t  Island Road was 6 on May 2 (Armistead + ). Quite remarkable  was a 
count of 22 Sharp-tailed Sparrows at  Cove Point on May 2 (Stasz, Boyd). Sharp- 
tails are  not known to breed on the western shore and these are all presumed 
migrants .  The first repor ts  of Seaside Sparrows were on Apri l  19 in Calvert  County 
(Stasz) and at  Point Lookout (Davidson, Wierenga). The last Fox Sparrow repor ted  
was i in Al legany County on Apri l  7 (Kiddy). Six Lincoln's Sparrows were banded 
at Adventure  from the ext raordinar i ly  early da te  of Apri l  21 through May 23, 1 
was banded at  Towson on May 2 by Gladys Cole, and others  were banded at  Mt. 
Nebo, May 10-21. Late  migrant  Swamp Sparrows were 8 at  Pinto Marsh on May 11 
(Simons), 1 at  Woodstock in Howard County on May 16 (Ringlet) and 1 banded at 
Adventure  on May 24. The last of the  White-throated Sparrows were 4 at  Rockville 
on May 19 (O'Brien), banded at  Adventure  on May 21, at  Downsville on May 21 
(Mallonee), 1 at  Concord on May 27 (Scudder) and 1 near Bowie on May 29 
(O'Brien). J im Gruber  found 14 White-crowned Sparrows at Remington Fa rms  on 
Apri l  11, and the last  migrants  were noted on May 8 in Howard County (Solem), 3 
at Pinto Marsh on May 11 (Simons) and at  Downsville on May 12 (Mallonee). Reese 
saw an es t imated 175 Dark-eyed Juncos in Talbot County on March 29; the last 
migrants  were in Gar re t t  County on May 6 (Thayer), 1 at  Cylburn on May 7 
(Bohanan), in Balt imore County on May 8 (Simon), 1 in DC on May 9 (Czaplak) and 1 
at Concord on May 13 (Scudder). 

Icterines. Kirkwood found Bobolinks in the Bradenbaugh area  from April  30 
through May 24 with a peak of 200 in mid-May. The only other  early repor t  was of 
7 in the  Belfast Valley of northern Baltimore County on May 1 (Wright). Other 
high counts of Bobolinks were 300 in southern Howard County on May 9 (Chestem), 
100 near  Phoenix on May 9 (Ringlet + ), 80 at  PWRC on May 9 (Osenton), 350 in 
Talbot County on May 10 (Reese) and 38 in DC on May 10 (Czaplak); late migrants  
were 3 at  Laurel  on May 28 and 10 at Nor theas t  Branch near Bowie on May 29 
(both O'Brien) and 1 heard at  Har t  - Miller on May 31 (Kaestner,  Ringlet). Eastern 
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Meadowlarks are  rarely noted in migration but  4 were in a t ree  at  Fo r t  McHenry 
on March 22 (Ringlet). Rusty Blackbirds were quite rare  this  spring with the only 
reports  being 1 in DC on March 7 and 2 there  on March 14 (Czaplak), 3 at  Lflypons 
on March 22 (Wilson), in Howard County on Apri l  3 (Solem), 7 in Talbot County on 
Apri l  13 and 1 on April  19 (Reese}, 5 at  North Branch on May 5 (Kiddy) and 1 there  
on May 6 (Paulus). Boat-tailed Grackles were nest-building at Waterv iew in 
Wicomico County on Apri l  12 (Ringler}. The first Orchard Orioles of the  season 
were 2 at  Rock Hall on Apri l  21 (J. Gruber). Reese had a high count of 15 Northern 
Orioles in Talbot County on May 10, very good for the Eas tern  Shore. 

FringiUids. Purple Finches were scarce with 13 in Talbot County on Apri l  5 
(Reese) being a good report .  Late  Purple Finches were 1 in DC on May 9 (Czaplak), 
in Howard County on May 14 (Boone) and 2 on Sugarloaf Mountain on May 21 
(Garland). House Finches had begun nest-building for a second time near Randalls- 
town, Balt imore County on May 28 (Ringler). A few Common Redpolls overflowed 
into March with 1 at  a feeder in Phoenix on the 3rd (Jenkins) and the 10th (Simon), 
4 at  Concord on the l l t h  (Scudder), a female at  a feeder in Bethesda on March 24-28 
(Judy Bromley + ) and a female at a feeder in Indian Head during the last  week of 
the month (Carol Ghebelian). The best  flocks of Pine Siskins were 40 near Sparks,  
Balt imore County on March I (Dixon), 15 at Deer Park,  Carroll County on March 28 
(Wright), 25 in Talbot County on Apri l  19 (Reese), 18 at Cumberland on April  24 
and 15 there  on May 6 (Kiddy). The last siskins of the season were banded at  
Adventure  on May 7, at  Phoenix on May 10 (Kaest~er), 3 in DC on May 10 
(Czaplak), in Calvert  County on May 10 (Stasz}, 2 near Cumberland on May 15 
(Simons}, in Charles County on May 15 (Nistico) and 1 at Greensboro on May 17 
(Hewitt). Wilson's high count of 200 American Goldfinches at  St. Jerome 's  Neck in 
St. Marys County on Apri l  9 pales beside the 18,000 es t imated by Murphy to be 
passing For t  Smallwood on May 5. The last of the Evening Grosbeaks were 11 at  
Cumberland on May 1 and 2 on May 6 (Kiddy), 10 at  Frui t land on May 3 (Ringler, 
Eddie and Chris Slaughter), in Charles County on May 8 (Nistico) and 2 at  
Greensboro on May 13 (Bill Scudder}. 

Addend~ Omitted from the fall 1986 season summary were the following birds 
of special in teres t  banded at the  stat ion near Bristol by the Melvilles: Black-billed 
Cuckoo on Sept.  14, Chuck-will's-widow on Sept.  13, Hermit  Thrush on Oct. 12, 
Philadelphia Vireo on Sept.  28, Connecticut Warb le r  on Sept.  21, Indigo Bunting 
on Oct. 11 and Lincoln's Sparrow on Oct. 19. 

6272 Pinyon Pine Cour~ Eldersburg, MD 21784 

P U R P L E  M A R T I N  COLONY R E G I S T R Y  

The Colony Registry Program of the  newly formed Purple Martin Conserva- 
tion Association seeks the help of all persons in locating and regis te r ing  Purple 
Martin colonies throughout all of North America  in prepara t ion  for several  
projects  designed to help this man-dependent species, which is experiencing long- 
t e rm declines within par t s  of i ts  breeding range.  If you know of someone who has a 
martin colony or is t ry ing  to a t t rac t  one, or if you are in teres ted  in s ta r t ing  a 
colony yourself,  please wri te  to the P.M.C.A. You can further assis t  by looking for 
mart in houses or gourds in people's yards  during your travels.  If you locate some, 
please t ry  to obtain the mailing addresses  from ei ther  the s t r ee t  & house numbers,  
rura l  mailboxes, phone books, or  by stopping to ask. Please send addresses  to: The 
Purple Martin Conservation Association, P. O. Box 178, Edinboro, PA 16412. 



September  1987 MARYLAND BIRDLIFE 85 

SPRING RECORDS FOR FORSTER'S AND 
COMMON TERNS IN ALLEGANY COUNTY 

JIM PAULUS 

Ear ly  on Apri l  15, 1975 I received a call from Mike Mastrangelo,  sub-district  
ranger  for the Chesapeake and Ohio National Historical  Park.  He had found a dead 
bird in front of Rouge Lagoon and asked if I would come and identify it. About  30 
minutes la te r  I was able to examine the bird. I t  was a freshly dead tern, and af ter  
noting the very  dark pr imaries  I identified it as a Common Tern (Sterna hirundo). 
We took pictures of the bird (Fig. 1), submit ted the arr ival  date for publication in 
MarylandBirdlife (31:111), and the incident was soon forgotten. 

On the morning of Apri l  30, 1987 1 telephoned Teresa Simons and told her I had 
just  photographed one of two Black-bellied Plovers (Pluvialis squatarola) present  
at the lagoon, as well as a Common Tern that  was s i t t ing on a metal  post. The post  
was project ing out of a sewage lagoon built in one of the upper pools. Teresa 
expressed in teres t  in the tern, asking how I had determined it was not a Fors te r ' s  
(S. forsteri). I replied that  except for Caspian (S. caspia) and Black (Chlidonias niger) 
Terns, Common was the only other  tern  I had ever  identified in Al legany County. 
All terns  are  uncommon to rare  migrants  in Allegany County, and since 1968 I 
have averaged less than one a year.  

Fig. 1. Common Tern found dead at  Rouge Lagoon, Apr.  15, 1975. Photo by Mike 
Mastrangelo.  
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Teresa said she had been told that  Common Terns did not migra te  through 
Allegany County, but tha t  Fors te r ' s  did. She decided to go look for the bird at  
lunchtime. In mid-afternoon she called to say the bird was still present ,  but tha t  
she was unsure of the identification. I agreed  to meet  her  af ter  work to take  
another  look at  it. 

A t  about 4:30 p.m. Teresa  and I re turned  to the lagoon, and were la ter  joined 
there  by Ray Kiddy. The tern was still s i t t ing on the metal  post  and we observed it 
through 10X binoculars and a 30X telescope. The sky was clear and there  was a 
s teady wind blowing out of the northwest .  The lagoon is fenced in, and our closest 
vantage point to the bird left it  par t ia l ly  backlit. 

The tern  had a full black cap, suggest ing it was an adul t  in breeding plumage. 
The legs were pale red. The bill was orange with a black tip. Because of the  wind 
the long, forked tail  was blowing around quite a bit, but  during a period of calm we 
could see that  it  extended well beyond the wing tips. The longer, outer  tail  
feathers  seemed to be paler  than the shorter ,  inner ones. 

Teresa  played a recording of the call of Common Tern and the bird reacted by 
taking flight. The flight over  land was typical ly tern-like; direct  and effort less with 
slow, full wingbeats.  The bird hovered twice over  the  water  (as far as we know no 
fish exist  in the lagoon), and it was also seen in an errat ic,  swooping flight, 
presumably chasing insects. Several  t imes it flew very close to where we were 
standing, and on the downstroke of the wings we could see the almost pure white 
primaries.  There  was no hint of black in them, though they may have been t ipped 
with the same very pale gray of the mantle. This convinced us the bird was a 
-Forster 's  and not a Common Tern. 

The bird eventual ly re turned  to its perch and remained there  until a small flock 
of gulls flew by. I t  gave three  or four short,  harsh r-i-ip calls and joined the gulls. I t  
was not seen again. This was approximate ly  40 minutes af ter  we had arrived.  

This documents  the occurrence, at  least  once, of both Common and Fors te r ' s  
Terns in Al legany County in spring migration.  The exact  s ta tus  of the two species 
in this par t  of the s ta te  will require additional, careful observations.  

P.O. Box 35, Oldtown, MD21555 

[The status of terns  in western Maryland is poorly known. The difficulties of identi- 
fying small terns in the genus Sterna is the biggest  factor. The scarcity of repor ts  
is the second. Members of the MOS Records Commit tee  analyzed the photos of the  
above birds and believe they were correct ly iden t i f ied- - the  1975 bird as a 
Common Tern and the 1987 bird as a For s t e r ' s  Tern. --Ed.] 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

THE PLEASURES OF WATCHING BIRDS. Lola Oberman. Drawings by Joy 
Swan. 1986. Prentice Hall Press, New York. 255p., index. Foreword by 
Chandler S. Robbins. $17.95. 

Lola Oberman's book, "The Pleasures of Birdwatching," was given to me by 
Betty Barton White, a woman who has accepted the unofficial position of the 
book's chief promoter. And now I join the team. Who wouldn't want to spread the 
word that Lola has collected her essays and published them. We've read her 
Audubon Naturalist News columns and listened to her lively comments at MOS 
State Board meetings and know that her concerns are for the humanity of bird- 
watching as well as the ornithology. The book epitomizes the blend of those 
interests. Delicately illustrated in black and white, with a foreword by Chan 
Robbins, it is a book not to be read through once and set aside on a shelf, but read 
through once, and then again, here and there, every now and then, to reinforce the 
conviction that birding is indeed our raison d'etre. It's a book that we all have 
gathered enough material to write, but that only Lola Oberman could write, with 
her special ability to portray the spirit of those memorable occasions where birds 
and people meet, tales of birds on the wing, tales of people on the lookout for the 
expected and unexpected, tales of places enchanted by association with birds. 
You'll read no apologies for addiction to this inexplicable compulsion, just Views 
from the Window, Lessons in Humility, Troublesome Birds and Birds in Trouble, 
Messengers of Comfort and Joy. But let me remind Lola that she is not sole 
witness to the Carolina Wren singing unheeded by the suburban parking lot, 
though it may have seemed so at the time. According to Chart Robbins' Foreword 
there are "literally millions" of us tuned to bird song wherever we are. Lola is 
alone, though, in being able to translate her joy in birding to the printed page for 
us all to share. 

Joy Wheeler 

RESOURCES, PRESERVATION, MANAGEMENT: MILL CREEK PRE- 
SERVE, TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Jan Reese, With Significant Contributions by Paul Noell, Laurel Brown, Jeff 
Effinger. 1985. Talbot Chapter MOS, Box 612, Easton, MD 21601.82p. $7.50. 

Talbot County Chapter of MOS deserves much credit for supporting the study 
at Mill Creek Preserve and then having it reproduced. Each MOS chapter and all 
interested members would benefit by reading and studying this development of a 
philosophy of land preservation in the management of one of our sanctuaries. Jan 
Reese, "with significant contributions" of a number of other capable people, has 
produced a valuable document. Over a 14-month period he and his team surveyed 
the preserve hoping to find "rare or endangered organisms, historical artifacts 
and/or record size trees" to justify the existence of Mill Creek as a preserve in the 
current light o'f the problems of owning uninhabited property. In a clear unclut- 
tered report Reese presents "everything that's known about Mill Creek Preserve 
to date." His previous experience conducting and compiling biological inventories 
for The Nature Conservancy and others well qualifies him to make a valid survey 
and to report on what he's found. 
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The inventory of Mill Creek's resources is complete: geology, soils, hydrology, 
climate. Its cultural history is lifted from Dickson Preston's 1971 and 1972 
M a r y l a n d  Birdl i fe  articles, updated, clarified, and corrected by Reese's more 
recent findings. The fungus census was conducted by Paul Noell, the flora by 
Reese and Laurel Brown. The three of them collaborated on the fauna. Getting 
Paul Noell to use his prodigious knowledge of Maryland's fungi was a stroke of 
brilliance on Reese's part. Who else among us could have visited Mill Creek 
Preserve 19 times in a space of 14 months, collected a total of 745 specimens, 
identified a total of 358 fungi, admit to not being able to positively identify 85 
specimens, and then organize all this into a very readable format? The Abundance 
Key and Habitat Key work very well in presenting his results on the printed page 
and should help in searching out specimens in the field, I should think. Noell's 
bibliography is a thorough reference fin itself) for mycologists. His analysis in the 
Special Features section reflects the changing conditions that govern the expecta- 
tions of the appearance of fungi in response to weather and soil. He reports "the 
addition of a number of new species to my personal ken was a happy by-product of 
the census." 

Brown and Reese use the same Abundance and Habitat Keys in the reporting of 
the findings of the flora and fauna of the Preserve. A few Mill Creek plants do 
appear on the Maryland Natural Heritage Special List as shown in the Special 
Features section. The final chapter, Objectives for Preservation, reflects the 
careful thought about the status of the Preserve that has been going on since the 
survey was conducted. Data like these for each of our sanctuaries would be 
valuable additions to MOS history. 

J o y  Wheeler  
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