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HURRICANE BIRDS IN WICOMICO COUNTY, MARTLAND 

Sa~el H. Dyke 

A f t e r ~ r r i e a n e  Donna passed some 60 m i l e s  o f f  the Maryland c o a s t  
on September 12, 1960, at least 80 Sooty Terns (Sterna fuscat___.aa) were seen 
i n  c e n t r a l  Wicomico County, 24 m i l e s  from the ocean.  

At about  9:30 t h a t  morning a f t e r  two hours o f  e a s t e r l y  winds and 
heavy r a i n ,  a p e r i o d  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  calm weather  ensued as the  s torm 
c e n t e r  passed and the  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  winds aba t ed .  During t h i s  l u l l ,  
s t r a n g e  b i r d  c a l l s  draw me o u t - o f - d o o r s  end I was amazed to see a f l o c k  
of 48 8ootyTerns flying aimlessly over the rooftops of Salisbury. They 
soon were lost from view as the rain increased and winds of hurricane 
f o r c e  slammed in  from the  no r thwes t .  

E a r l y  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  when the  wind and r a i n  had somewhat s l ackened ,  
I found three Sooty Terns coursing low over a soybean field near Mr. 
Hermon Church. With them m as an a d u l t  B r id l ed  Tern (S. a n a e t h e t u s ) ,  
f l y i n g  so low t h a t  I could e a s i l y  observe  i t s  wh i t e  c o l l a r ,  gray back,  
and deep ly  fo rked  t a i l .  Minutes l a t e r  the  d i s t i n c t i v e  "wide-a-wake"  
c a l l s  announced the a r r i v a l  o f  29 more Sooty  Terns ,  the  i n d i v i d u a l  b i r d s  
alternately soarin@ and skimming low over the fields in a loose flock. 
A s i n g l e ,  dark-plumaged b i r d  e l e c t r i f i e d  me fo r  a moment, but i t s  dark 
crown end fo rked  t a i l  r u l e d  out t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i t s  be ing  a Noddy. 
T h i s  was the  on ly  ~mmRture Sooty  Tern seen dur ing  the day. I was a b l e  
to follow this flock for some distance in my car. They were flying in a 
s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and showed no s igns  o f  t i r i n g  from t h e i r  long,  s torm-  
blown Journey.  F a r t h e r  wes t ,  n e a r  A l l e n ,  a n o t h e r  group o f  s i m i l a r  t e rn s  
was s p o t t e d ,  but t hey  d i sappeared  over  the t r e e t o p s  b e f o r e  an i d e n t i f i c a -  
t i o n  could  be made. 

Near Shad Point a single petrel was floating on a backwater of the 
Wicomlco River. As I was pondering ways of reaching it, a Laughing Gull 
chased it into flight long enough fc~ me to confirm its identity as a 
Leach's Petrel (0ceanodroma leucorhoa). Terns passing down the Wicomico 
River after the storm included the following: 3 Royal, I Least, 2 Com- 
mon, 6 Forster's, and 4 Black. 

The Bridled Tern had not been recorded north of South Carolina 
prior to this hurricane, and only two Sooty Terns had been reported from 
Maryland--both after hurricanes. 

P. O. Box 197, Salisbury 
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EXP~I~CES AT THE AUDUB~ CAMP OF WISCGNSIN 

Pan Minks 

F i r s t  to s e t  the  s t age  - -  The s t a t e  i s  Wiscons in .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
i t ' s  about  two m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  a smal l  town c a l l e d  Sarona in  n o r t h -  
c e n t r a l  Wiscons in .  And i f  t h i s  i s n ' t  enough, t r y - - t h e  Hunt H l l l  Audubon 
Caapof Wiscons in .  

I t ' s  6 : 5 0 a . m .  and the  camp i s  a s t i r  w i t h  hungry campers o f  a l l  ages  
a w a i t i n g  the  c e l l  t o  b r e a k f a s t .  T h i s  meal ,  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r s ,  i s  sttmptuous 
and sc rumpt ious ;  but u n l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  meals ,  t h i s  i s  the  most e s s e n t i a l .  
This  i s  to f u r n i s h  the  " i n i t i a l  motor f u e l "  f o r  two weeks of  l i v e l y  o u t -  
door a c t i v i t i e s .  

"Meet a t  the  ' c h i c k e n  coop'  f o r  Nature  A c t i v i t i e s , -  came the  f i r s t  
announcement. Then fb l lowed a s e s s i o n  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  o b s e r v a t i o n  and ex-  
p e r i m e n t a t i o n  on m e t e o r o l o g y - - t h o  s c i e n c e  o f  wea the r .  Each camper would 
have the o p p o r t u n i t y  to  be "man-o f - t he -day"  some t ime dur ing  t h e  camping 
s e s s i o n  as he or  she made the  d a i l y  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  the  a r e a ' s  wea the r  con-  
d i t i o n s .  Then fo l lowed  a s h o r t  guided Jaunt around camp, which y i e l d e d  
23 n e s t s  c o n t a i n i n g  young, eg~s o r  both .  The n e s t l i n g s  r e c e i v e d  bands,  
end the n e s t s  where i n c u b a t i o n  was s t i l l  in  p r o g r e s s  were marked f o r  
future visits. 

Basic  eco logy  f u r n i s h e d  a tremendous v a r i e t y  o f  a s p e c t s  fo r  s tudy .  
An a p p r o p r i a t e  b e g i n n i n g  was an o b s e r v a t i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the g l a c i a l  
topography .  This  inc luded :  e x p l o r i n g  a f i e l d  o f  drumlins  and e s k e r s ,  
measuring glacial till and climbing a series of terminal and recessional 
mora ines .  Some campers c o l l e c t e d  rocks  and m i n e r a l s  t o  show the  v a r i a -  
t i o n s  produced by a moving shee t  o f  i c e .  S l i d e s  and movies ,  t aken  by the  
camp s t a f f ,  o f  w i l d  f l ower s  and w i l d l i f e  p rov ided  an e d u c a t i o n a l  end 
e n t e r t a i n i n g  even ing .  

S teady  the boat  now ' t i l l  a l l  a r e  aboard f o r  an e x c u r s i o n  around and 
about  the  Twin Lakes ( k e t t l e  l a k e s  l e f t  by the l a s t  r e c e s s i o n  o f  the  g l a -  
c i e r ) .  The adjacent shores of the lakes comprise different habitats. One 
s i d e  has a c u r i o u s  type  o f  f l o a t i n g  vege ta t ion- - sphaKnum and bog p l a n t s  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  wi th  young Tamarack end stumps o f  White Bi rch .  These l a s t  
housed f a m i l i e s  o f  the gay ly  dar t inK Tree Swallows and the  e v e r - g a l l a n t  
E a s t e r n  KtnKbirds .  A Ka the r ing  o f  b e a v e r  e x h i b i t e d  t h e i r  s t ick-mud lodge 
i n  a broad channe l  and made a p p r o p r i a t e  use o f  the  space benea th  the  
f l o a t i n g  v e g e t a t i o n  as  a s t o r e h o u s e  f o r  t h e i r  w i n t e r  f eed .  The n e s t i n g  
B lack  Terns showed t h e i r  t r u e  f a m i l y  t i e s  in  de fense  o f  t h e i r  young. Two 
p a r e n t  Ospreys c i r c l e d  the  l ake  and broke the  w a t e r ' s  s u r f a c e  to  swing 
skyward w i t h  a dang l ing  f l a s h  o f  s i l v e r  food f o r  the  two n e s t l i n g s .  War- 
b l i n g  Vireos and nesting Yellow Warblers frequented the opposite lake 
shore, where White Birch g~ve way to Maple and Basswood farther up the 
sloping banks. 

A close-by stream, Crystal Creek, permitted ideal ecological study 
of microscopic aquatic life. Here water cress and other surface plants 
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e n t i c e d  a d i s c u s s i o n  on  e a t a b l e  p l a n t s .  A c l e a r e d  s andy  s p o t  on t h e  r o a d -  
s i d e  disclosed the partially uncovered eggs of a Snapping Turtle. (These 
were small .and round, quite like large moth balls or small golf balls.) 
Another roadside interest was the bank nest of a Belted Kingfisher. 

Another boat trip around the lakes gave some basic information about 
"kettle lakes." By measuring the depth, temperature, plant growth and 
animal llfe, some background was established on the formation of the 
lakes. Then, e break from studying and learning, a swim provided full 
enjoyment of the cool water end warm weather. 

Just as the "early birds ~et the worms" so the early birders get the 
birds. Out at dawn brought not only a glorious sunrise, but also the 
Clay-colored Sparrow buzzing from his corner of the meadow. The other 
corners, when explored, offered nesting Golden-wlnged and Chestnut-slded 
Warblers. Eastern Bluebirds in droves lined up in a show of plumage with 
the American Goldfinches and Indigo Buntings. 

Lovely red sunrises quite often bring rain, and so a stormy day can 
provide a day of rest (or so you might thinkS). A lecture, demonstration 
and discussion on "making study skins" can keep you dry and greatly in- 
terested, but you should make use of your raincoat; so there followed a 
rain-hlke on woodland paths through luxuriant vegetation. Mothers ~ood 
Thrush and Red-eyed Vireo sat tight on their nests to keep the eggs warm 
and dry (even if two of the eggs did belong to that imposing cowbird). 

The best way to study the nocturnal llfe is to go out at night and 
look~ SO we dld~ Skunks, Opossum, Raccoons, Porcupines, Deer and an 
occasional Black Bear can be found during such after-dark study. 

Yellow-headed Blackbirds called and displayed their contrasting 
plumage  i n  g r e a t  n u m b e r s  and G r e e n - w i n g e d  T e a l  s c u r r i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
r u s h e s .  A m e r i c a n  B i t t e r n s  a n d  G r e a t  B l u e  Herons  r o s e  up u n e x p e c t e d l y  
from the tall Cyperaceae where a group of soggy campers waded, taking a 
census of the nesting Yellow-headed Blackbirds on Shell Lake. "Hey~ 
Look heret" The nest of a Least Bittern caused real excitement. Mamma 
bittern stood by and watched the curious observers while she showed off 
her golden crest and russet plumage. 

Then as in rapid sequence you must imagine the following happenings: 
A trip to Lake Superior to see the Caspian Terns plus the added attrac- 
tion of two young of the Snowshoe Hare; a superior Bar-B-Q dinner under 
a pine filled with Purple Finches; a canoe trip down-river which yielded 
an immature Black-crowned Night Heron; an auto safari to a waterfowl 
nesting area--Crex Meadows--where the Crex Rug Company, from Maryland, 
financed the re-establishment of a wet prairie for the purpose of ob- 
talning the prairie grasses used in the manufacture of their products. 
Here Wilson's Phalaropes circled the marshes and Great Blue Heron rook- 
eries dotted the wide flooded fields. In the evening, curtains of bril- 
llence streamed vertically in the northern sky--aurora borealls~ 

The quiet of dusk is a perfect time to indulge in leisure photo- 
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graphy ( o f  the  mind ' s  v i s i o n ) .  Now the  humming a c t i v i t y  o f  the  day i s  on 
the d e c l i n e .  The wi ld  f l ower s  f o l d  t h e i r  sp lendor  i n t o  a s l e n d e r  bud, 
and,  be fo re  go ing  to r e s t ,  the  Ovenbird t o s s e s  h i s  even ing  song o f  va r i ed ,  
r a p i d  melodious  n o t e s  out a c r o s s  the c o o l i n g  l ake  b r eeze .  Other  l i f e  and 
sounds new take  ove r  the s cene .  The b a n j o - l i k e  c a l l  o f  the  @teen Frog and 
a chorus o f  Tree  Toads mix w i t h  the humming sounds o f  i n s e c t s .  A t r i o  o f  
Brown Bats  send o f f  t h e i r  h i g h - p i t c h e d  guide n o t e s  to  sound out  t he  l o c a -  
t i o n  o f  the  d a r t i n g  i n s e c t s  f o r  a m i d - e v e n i n g  meal .  Then a r e a l  mood of  
s o l i t u d e  i s  c a s t  as  the moon c l imbs  the pine t i p s  t o  e t c h  a s i l v e r  r i b b o n  
a c r o s s  the  g e n t l y  r i p p l i n g  l a k e ;  and, as  i f  the s o f t  gleams produced a 
sound, a lmost  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  the  mournful  w a i l  o f  the Common Loon chased 
the  moon beams a long  the  r a d i a t i n g  r i p p l e s .  Th is  most p e r f e c t  o f  n i g h t s  
was to  be the  c l imax o f  a p e r f e c t  two weeks a t  t he  ~ , - t  H i l l  Audubon Camp. 

Many m i l l i o n s  o f  thanks to the Maryland O r n i t h o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  who, 
through the Helen B. Miller Scholarship l~nd, made all this possible. 

19 F u l t o n  Avenue, W a l k e r s v i l l e  

AN ~NUSUAL MOURNING DOVE NESTING SITE 

Douglas Hachure 

On J u l y  22, 1960, I bad occas ion  to  cl imb i n t o  the l o f t  o f  a farm 
shed to  r e t r i e v e  s e v e r a l  t w e n t y - f o o t  l a d d e r s .  Access  to  the shed was 
ga ined  th rough  a smal l  door (3 f t .  x 4 f t . )  t h a t  was t en  f e e t  from the 
3round. The f l o o r  o f  the shed c o n s i s t e d  o f  o n e - i n c h  boards l a i d  upon the 
J o i s t s  in  the  middle ~a r t  o f  the l o f t .  While absorbed in  the  p rocess  o f  
s h u n t i n g  a l a d d e r  out  of  the door ,  w i thou t  d i s t u r b i n g  any of  the  coun t -  
l e s s  wasp and horne t  n e s t s  on the c e i l i n g ,  I was s t a r t l e d  by a movement 
c l o s e  to my r i g h t  s i d e .  Since I was s e a t e d  on the  l i n t e l  o f  the door and 
was pinned by the l adde r ,  I was q u i t e  app rehens ive  about  the i n d i s t i n c t  
movement and had e e r i e  v i s i o n s  o f  e i t h e r  a r a t  o r  a snake.  

A f t e r  a ve ry  uncomfor tab le  moment I was a b l e  to tu rn  f a r  enough to  
s ee  what had caused the movement. To ~ r e l i e f  i t  t u rned  out  to  be two 
f u l l y  f e a t h e r e d  Mourning Doves (Zenaidura macroura) ,  which gave the  im- 
p r e s s i o n  o f  be ing  Jus t  as  s t a r t l e d  end app rehens ive .  The b i r d s  had l e f t  
t h e i r  n e s t ,  which had been b u i l t  between s e v e r a l  l a d d e r  run~s ,  and t h e y  
were wending t h e i r  way th rough  the l a d d e r s  toward the  back o f  the  shed.  
On a subsequent  v i s i t ,  the  f o l l o w i n g  day, the young doves were gone. 

Th i s  n e s t  was a d e p a r t u r e  from the usua l  Mourning Dove n e s t s  in  the  
White Marsh a r e a .  Most of  the dove n e s t s  r e c o r d e d  i n  ~he pas t  t en  years  
i n  White Marsh have been e i t h e r  in  f r u i t  t r e e s  or in  ~=_11 scrub p i n e s - -  
both  o f  which a r e  v e r y  abundant .  ~ r .  Wi l l i am K i e l ,  the dove s p e c i a l i s t  
f o r  the  F i sh  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e ,  c e m e n t e d  t h a t ,  "Mourning Doves o c -  
c a s i o n a l l y  n e s t  on the l e d g e s  on the o u t s i d e  o f  b u i l d i n g "  and added t h a t  
he had n e v e r  heard of  a n e s t  be ing  l o c a t e d  i n s i d e  o f  a b u i l d i n g .  

L i l a c  Lane,  Y u l l e r t o n  
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WO-ME-TO SYMPOSIUM 

The Baltimore Chapter's first Junior Nature Camp was held on the 
week end of June 17-19 at Camp Wo-Me-To near Rocks State Park in Harford 
C o u n t y .  

Under the leadership of Camp Director Mrs. Norwood K. Schaffer and 
her staff of 26, 90 enthusiastic youngsters enjoyed a memorable and 
highly instructive week end. The following reports give a resume of the 
various nature activities. 

W0-ME-T0 INSECT R~PORT 

Beth Lawson 

During the week-end session of the Maryland Ornithological Society's 
Junior Nature Camp at Rocks, Maryland, in June, we of the Insect Group, 
under the guidance of Dr. Elizabeth Fisher, learned m~ch about the in- 
s e c t s  o f  t h a t  a r e a .  We l e a r n e d  how t o  i d e n t i f y  many s p e c i e s ,  w h e r e  and  
when t o  l o o k  f o r  t hem,  how to  c a t c h  them,  and h ~  t o  mount  them on 
spreading boards. 

In the fields where we hunted butterflies there were mostly Great 
Spangled Fritillaries with occasional Baltimores, Sul~hurs, Swallowtails 
and Painted Ladies. The same ffelds were full of many species of smeller 
insects: Pictur~-W~ng F] fes~ Syrphid Flies, Solitary Wasps of several 
kinds, varieties of Leaf Beetles, Ambush Bugs, and most of the con~aon 
bees, crickets and grasshoppers. When we returned from the fields we 
were able to view our specimens through e hand lens and a microscope. 

On Saturday morning after a storm the night before, we were fortu- 
nate i n  f i n d i n g  a b e a u t i f u l  1~ Moth on t h e  c e i l i n g  o f  t h e  p o r c h .  The 
same morning Captain Wood brought in a Luma Moth and an Ailanthus Silk 
Moth caught in a bird net. Two Leopard Moths and a Tiger Moth also were 
a d d e d  t o  ou r  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

We were fortunate to have the expert instruction of Dr. Fisher and 
the opportunity to increase our knowledge of insects. 

233 Gaywood Road, Baltimore 12 
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HERPETOLOGY ADV~URE~ AT W0-~E-T0 

John Gillespie 

H e r p e t o l o g y  p u r s u e r s  had a c h a n c e  t o  show o f f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i n g  
talents under the leadership o f  John Gillespie and Jerry Elgert at the 
Nature Camp sponsored by the Baltimore Chapter of the Maryland Ornitho- 
logical Society. 

We took our first collecting trip on Friday evening, June 17, along 
a road to where it crosses a stream. Here we observed a few larval Dusky 
Salamanders (Desmognathus fuscus fuscus) swimming about, and we captured 
one Bullfrog (Rana catesblana~. 

On Saturday mottling, after a brief introduction on Herpetology and 
a demonstration of collecting techniques, we started on our second hike. 
We were much encouraged when we found a beaUtiful Milk Snake (Lampropel- 
tis doliata triangulum) in a tin can beside one of the cabins. 

After fruitlessly tearing apart a few Junk piles, we found a prom- 
ising debris pile across from the picnic area. Here we collected a 
Northern Ring-neCked Sn~,ke (Diadophis punctatus edwardsii) and a gravid 
f~male Smooth ~arth Snake (Storeria dekayi dekayi), both flne specimens. 

The group learned something about the feeding habits of the Milk 
Sn~k~ when this snake ate the Ring-necked Snake that was in the same bag. 

After catching so many specimens in such a short time, we were 
looking forward with greet anticipation to tearing apart an old house 
foundation. However, we found only the shed skim of wlmt we believe was 
a Ring-necked Snake. ~lso on this hike, we collected many~nerican Toads 
(Bufo amerieanus americanus) and many Fowler's Toads (Bufo woodhousii 
fowlerl~. 

After lunch ~e drew maps of the area in which we had collected and 
we tried to conduct an ecolo~/Ical study, but without much success. 
Therefore, we started off a~ain, this time to a stream where we collected 
many Dusky Salamanders. 

On the following morning we decided to explnre the ridge above the 
camp; but even though we searched for hours, we collected no specimens. 
We did, however, find some Red-backed Sal&manders (Plethodoa ciaereus 
cit~ereus) below a spring on the hillside. Box Turtl~s ( ~  caro- 
lina carolina) proved plentiful during our whole stay at the M. O. S. 
Nature Camp. 

In order for any Herpetological expedition to take place, • purpose 
must be set. Our purpose for this trip was to let the boys and girls 
learn Herpetology by the best mmy--not by reading books, but by getting 
out in the field to collect and to observe. 

1606 Burnwood Road, Baltimore 12 
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BIRDING AT WO-ME-TO 

Randy AI bu~l 

Informal birding at Camp Wo-Me-To began Friday afternoon with a 
stroll about the camp area, observing the many bird nests in the vici- 
nity. Two species, the Barn Swallow and Mockingbird, had nests easily 
viewed at close range from the porch of the cam~ dining hall. The 
Mockingbird nest contained several young. Also found in the area were 
nests of the following species: Eastern Phoebe, Carolina Wren, House 
Sparrow, Baltimore Oriole, Cardinal, Indigo Bunting, and Red-eyed Vireo. 
All these nests were occupied and most of them ~ontained either eggs or 
yoang. A deserted nest was found which, Miss ~ets~Sc~affe~ reported, 
was occupied by a family of Yellow-throated Vireos ~he week before. A 
total of ii occupied nests was found. One of t~se, the Indigo Buntlng 
n e s t ,  met w i t h  d i s a s t e r .  I t  was damaged and robbed o f  i t s  c o n t e n t s ,  
s e v e r a l  young, by some smal l  p r e d a t o r  Saturday n i s h t .  

Organized birding got underway at Wo~Me-To early Saturday ao~ning 
with two groups ~in@ out. The first g~roup, led by Mr. Charles Buchanan 
and Tom Kline, followed a path through the woods; while the second 
group, led by Mrs. Joha~rison and Randy Alb~, w~t along the en- 
trance road and across a field. After breakfast, the groups exchanged 
areas end set out once more. The second group was led this time by Miss 
Betsy Schaffer and Randy Albury. Both groups returned far lunch. The 
two groups were combined for another trip after lunch. 

Throughout the week end, Captain J. E. M. Wood of Annapolis main- 
t a i n e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n  s e v e r a l  b i r d  ne t s  w i t h  which he cap tured  specimens 
f o r  banding.  Cap ta in  Wood brought  s e v e r a l  b i r d s  in  fur  the y o u n g s t e r s  
t o  examine. These b i r d s  were then q u i c k l y  banded and r e l e a s e d .  

The hi@blight of the evening was a demonstration of owl calling by 
Mr. Chan Robbins. Standing on a hillside before a hushed crowd, he im- 
itated calls of the Screech, Barred, and Great Horned 0wls. He did 
these so realistically that he was answered by a Screech 0wl. (~ also 
excited a rather vociferous dog down in the valley.) 

On Sunday morning,  Mr. Robbins l ed  a t r i p  a l o n g  the road and Mr. 
Buchanan led  one through the woods. 

S pe c i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  d u r i n g  the weekend t o t a l e d  59. Inc luded  were 
the Black Vulture, Red-tailed H~wk, Yellow- and Black-billed Cuckoos, 
White-eyed Vireo, Black-and-whlte Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Ovenbird, 
Louisiana Waterthrush, Kentucky ~arbler, and Yellow-breasted Chat. 

Special credit and than~s are deserved by Camp Director Mrs. Norwood 
S c h a r f e r ,  Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Robbins,  Cap ta in  and Mrs. Wood, and a l l  o thers  
on the Camp S t a f f  f o r  the t ime and energy they  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  make t h a t  
week end the  wonder fu l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i t  was. 

115 Boone T r a i l ,  Severna Park 
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LF~ING ABOUT PL~aNTS AT WO-ME-T0 

Susan Taher and Louise Hassett 

At N a t u r e  Camp Wo-Me-To we l e a r n e d  a b o u t  many p l a n t s  t h a t  grow w i l d  
i n  t he  f ~ e ! d s  and woods.  Our c o u n s e l o r ,  Mrs .  E lmer  G. W o r t h l e y ,  t o o k  u s  
on s e v e r a l  p l a n t  w a l k s  and o f t e n  p a u s e d  to  show u s  some i n t e r e s t i n g  p l a n t  
on our b~rd walks. 

We learned how t o  identify the different families of plants. For 
instance, the seeds of the Buckwheat Family are triangular, and the stems 
of the Mint Family are square. 

Mrs. Worthley sho~d us how to t e l l  compound leaves from slm~]e 
leaves. We learned to look for the bud that is at the base of every leaf. 

Naturally it was important to learn which plants are poisonous. We 
saw only harmless varieties of Sumac with red berries, bu~ were told to 
look out for the one kind, Poison Sumac, that has gray berries and grows 
in wet land. Most of us could raco~nlze Poison Ivy, but one or two 
people were too interested in ot~r plants to notice it and soon broke 
out in itchy bubbles. 

We found two plants that have interesting ways of protecting them- 
selves. When we touched the leaf of the Sensitive Plant, it folded up. 
We discovered a lovely orange Stink Horn, ~Ickily in the stage when we 
did not have to leave it alone, as other living things do. 

We discovered several plants which are good to eat. We nibbled at 
some Sour Grass and Sassafras. The easiest things for us to recognize 
were the Wild Strawberries, which were so sweet and delicious. We tried 
the Raspberries and Blackberries, but they were still very bitter. 

In the woods there were ferns in abundance. The New York Ferns were 
SO beautiful and plentiful that most of the campers used them for their 
spatter paintings. We could tell the New York Fern by the fact that it 
is the only fern to taper all the way down at both ends. We soon could 
identify the Lady Fern, Christmas Fern, and several others. 

The f i e l d s  a r o u n d  o u r  camp w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  w i l d  f l o w e r s .  We 
learned to recognlze Yarrow, Queen Anne's Lace, Deptford Pink, Venus's 
Looking Glass, and many other common wild flowers. 

4 Cedar Avenue, Towson 4 

IMPORTANT Af~0UNC~AENTS 

~ail 1960 COU~F/ BIRD LISTS on or before Jan. i0 to Pfc. John S. Weske, 
USA Engr. Test Unit, Ft. Belvolr, Vs. for inclusion in annual summary. 

A WINTER BIRD-P01q]LATION STUDY will be conducted on the ~5-acre census 
area at Rock Hun Sanctuary. Limiting dates are Dec. 20 and Feb. i0. 
See Mrs. Richard D. Cole for details and for maps of census area. 

Applicants for the H~N B. ~ILI~R AUDUBON NATURE CAMP SCH01~RSIrTP should 
apply in writing to President Marvin Hewitt, Greensboro, by Feb. i. 
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APRIL, NAY, JU~E, 1960 

Chandler S. Robbins 

This was a spring of cyclic temperature contrasts. Several local- 
ities in 1,~ryland and adjacent states experienced the coldest ~rch on 
record, and the warmest April on record. After the sudden surge of 
mild weather and of avian migrants in the closing days of ~rch and 
opening days of April, chilly conditions were re-established over our 
State until the 12th. From that date ~util Apr. 25 a very large stag- 
nant high pressure cell known as the Bermuda High dominated the weather 
pattern of the Atlantic Coastal States, much as it does during mid- 
summer. This High extended so close to shore that barometric pressure 
on the Carolina coast remained above 1020 millibars for 12 consecutive 
days. The clockwise circulation of air arotuld this High maintained a 
continuous northward flow of warm air into ~mryland from Apr. ll to 
Apr. 26, except for interruptions of a few hours on Apr. 13, and Apr. 18- 
19. Although these conditions were unusually favorable for early ar- 
rivals of tropical-wintering birds, they were extremely unfavorable 
for the development of "waves" of migrants. A cold front on Apr. 27 
brought a return to near normal conditions. ~y temperatures were 
normal during the first week, as much as 12 ° subnormal (Garrett County) 
in the second week, 3 ° to 6 ° above normal in the third, and slightly 
below normal in the closing week of the month. A combination of warm 
southerly circulation and scattered nocturnal showers during the period 
Ymy 16-18 produced the best showing of "grounded" insectivorous tran- 
sients of the entire spring migration period. Since this wave occurred 
between weekends, as well as late in the season, it was missed by many 
observers. In seasons such as this one, observers who fail to keep a- 
breast of the fascinating and all-important weather patterns are likely 
to arrive at the erroneous conclusion that there has been a drastic re- 
duction in songbird populations. 

In the following paragraphs, dates and numbers that supercede 
those in "Birds of Maryland a~ the District of Columbia" are m~der- 
scored. 

YzLgration tables. The earliest and latest spring migration dates 
that were reported for selected species are listed by counties in Tables 
1 and 2. The counties selected for these tables are the ones from which 
the most reports were received. As usual, several Lower Eastern Shore 
counties (Worcester, Wicomico, Somerset, Dorchester, and Talbot) are com- 



72 ttIRYLAND BIRDLIFE Vol. 16, No. 

bined in the last coltynn. A "O" indicates that the species was not re- 
corded during the 1960 spring migration in the county in question; a dash 
signifies that the species was recorded but that no spring arrival or 
spring departure date was reported. All record-breaking dates in the 
t~bles are listed separately in the paragraphs that follow, together with 
localities and names of observers. Nearly 200 M.O.S. members will re- 
cognize some of the dates in these tables as their own. It is not prac- 
tical to acknowledge these observations individually, but I do wish to 
thank all members who took the trouble to report their migration dates, 
and to list the names of those whose dates for three or more species were 
the earliest or latest for their county: Washlngton--Alice B. Mallonee, 
Dr. and ~s. R. S. Stauffer, John C. Stauffer; Frederick--Sterling W. 
Edwards, Pan ~Luke, Sarah E. Quinn, Joseph R. Jehl, Jr., Charles 
Mullican, Mrs. A. L. Hoffman; Baltimore City and County--Betsy Schaffer, 
Hank Kaestner, C. Douglas Hackman; Mo_~omery--Helen Fessenden, John 
S. Weske, Seth H. Low, John H. Fales, Lucille V. Smith; Prince Georges-- 
David Bridge, Ronald Feller, Chandler Robbins, John H. Fales, Gordon 
Clark; ~Lune Arundel--Vera Henderson, Elise Tappan, Prof. & l~s. David G. 
Howard, ~rtina Luff; St. Marys--Vernon Kleen, James Banagan, John 
Weske; Caroline--F~rvin W. Hewitt, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Fletcher, Carol 
Scudder, Alicia Knotts; _Lower Eastern Shore (Worcester, Wicomlco, 
Somerset, Dorchester and Talbo~ Counti~s)~Samuel H. Dyke, Helen 
Fessenden, Oladys H. Cole, John S. Weske, Robert F. MacLachlan. 

Loons, Herons. On M s~. 27 Hank Kaestner spotted a Common Loon mi- 
grating northward over the City of Baltimore, breaking by 8 days the ear- 
liest Maryland record of spring migration. On April 30 at the peak of 
migration he counted ~l over Cylburn Wildflower Preserve and Garden 
Center in Baltimore. On Apr. 9 John Heske and Robert ~cLachlan found 
two Cattle Egrets in the Elliott Island area and thus established a new 
arrival date for this species in Maryland; on this same date they count- 
ed as many as 30 Snowy Egrets in the same area. Early Common ".~ret ar- 
rival dates away from nesting colonies were Apr. I at Patuxent Naval Air 
Station (Vernon Kleen) and Apr. 2 at l~ite ~:arsh (Douglas Hackman). A 
count of at least 2/+ Green Herons at Smith's Island in lower Chesapeake 
Bay on Jtuue 24 indicates a good nestLug colony in that area (V. Henderson, 
S. Henderson). Three Glossy Ibises were seen 3 miles south of Laurel on 
May 2A (Francis M. Uhler). 

Ducks, Hawks. One of the wintering Harlequin Ducks at Ocean City 
inlet stayed as late as ~_~ l_, breaking the State departure record by ] 
day (Samuel H. Dyke). .Douglas Hackman's best day for hawk migration at 
hq~ite ~arsh was April l~, when he tallied 56 hawks of 8 species in 2¼ 
hours; the Sparrow Hawk, with 22 individuals, was his co, ynonest species. 

Rails, Shorebirds. Black Rails returned to their Elliott Island 
nesting area after an absence of one year; John :'eske and David Bridge 
heard 15 on the moonlit night of June lO. Interesting distributional re- 
cords of shoreblrds included a Piping Plover at the Patuxent Naval Air 
Station on April 13 (Vernon Kleen), 2 Ruddy Turnstones at Gibson Island 
on May IA (Vera Henderson, Elise Tappan), and a :~illet flying north- 
west at ~,~ite Marsh on the record-breaklng date of "~pr. ~ (Douglas 
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Species 

Green Herc~ 
~oad-wingsd Hawk 
Spetted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yall~w-lags 
Bonaparte ' ~ Gull 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Whip-poor-will 
Nighthawk 
Chimney S~if~ 
~uby-thr. Hummingbird 
E. Kingbird 
Ot. Crested Fly~atcher 
Acadian Flycatcher 
Eastern : io~ Pewee 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff ~allow 
House Uren 
Catbird 
Wood Thrush 
Swainson' s Thrush 
Gray-chseked Thrush 
Veery 
Eastern Bluebird 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Ruby-crowned Kingle% 
Cedar Uaxwlng 
?~it e-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Solitary Vireo 
,Red-eyed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Black-&-whi%e Warbler 
Prothonotary Warbler 
Worm-eating h'arbler 
Blue-wlnged ~¢arbler 
~arula Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape M~y Warbler 
Hlack-thr. Blue ilarbier 
)~le Warbler 
Black-%hr. Gree~ Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Yellow-thr. ~arbler 
Chea~nut-sid ed !./arbler 
Black-poll Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 
Mom-ning Warbler 
Yellowthrcet 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
Hooded Warbler 
Wilson' s Uarb le r  
Canada Warbler 
American Redstart 
Bobolink 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Scarle% Tanager 
Summer Tanager 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue @rosbeak 
Indigo B~utlng 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
~lit e-cr~n Sparrow 

Table i. Spring Arrival Dates, 1960 

l,~edian 
I~7 ~ 

~4~ ~/~I~__ ~ alia 
- -  a/-2 &129 

51 2 6 5/ 2 
his5 51 i 

- -  4/'27 

5 / a  9/ 
5~ 5/h 4123 
51 2 51 2 
41~o alio 
a123 h/30 
4123 h/2h 

5/a 5/~ ~ ia hli3 
? 411o 

5/ h 
ai16 hT22 
al~5 him 
hlZ~ 4126 
51 4 51 ? 
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51~ 517 
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51 2 41~6 

a123 
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-- h/J6 a~ ? all2 

-- 312B ali~ 
!¢~ 4126Ih126 514 
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a~5 4/:6 h/25 h/~  

51 i al~6 4125 
512 514 512 5/a 5/2 41~o 5/? 
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0 
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0 
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~25 
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5/7 
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4/17 
5/3 
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4/135/3 a/155/? !I~ h/i?o h/9 

a124 h125 41~ 517 -- 

4412 al2h hi o 
a127 a125 ~1 ~ 4127 5-1-2 
51 a 0 4130 0 al~a 
h/15 h/23 h/m. 4/~i 4/22 
5In 5131 51 ? 47~7 4127 
h/i64/22 a/184/184/li 
51 7 ~126 h126 hi17 -- 

hl~ a/~ 41~.6 h129 
~/7~ 4122 4122 hl~5 h/2~ 

7 ~/?  517 51~ 5/~ 
h 517 517 5/~ -- 

5/ 73/284/ 5 a~ 8 h~ 9 
4/5 a/5 4/S h/~ 
h/3oi o h/19 --  

4/25 h/15 I h/30 a/i? h/z6 
h/5 h12o Ihl25 h/z3 h123 5,17 ? , o . : l .  o 
5/12 0 0 0 0 

.1,o /17 5 51 _o_ - -  

4/~ 4/1~14/? 4/2? --  
41~6 -- l all6 al~ -- 
h/2h 51 ? 15/6 h/23 h113 
h/z~ 5/ 5 Ih/26 a /n  4/24 
401 41~ I 0 hl2h -- 

a/~7 a/26 4/~9 h/~5 
517 513 o 4125 517 
4/12 a/17 
51 ? -- 
5/? 517 
51 7 51 ? 
4/15 alla 
5/7 4/23 
5/ 5 5/? 
5/I 0 
5/ 2 5/ l 
hli2 4/25 
51 ? 
o 5 /?  

a/3o h/3o 
a /~  a/19 
a/i? ~/26 
~/~ 4125 
4126 5 / ?  
51~o 5126 
L/is h/19 
512 a/27 
412~ a/19 

V/X 
a/23 5/? 

a126 
"a 4/~ 

a/~ :/;2 
5126 
al2a j~B 
h123 -- 
-- 51i2 

~12B ~-123 ~.I~ 
0 51 ? ~I19 
0 hi20 51 7 
~I~ 41~ ~I13 
~12~ ~12~ ~Ii5 
0 
o ~129 
o 5118 577 
413o 
0 0 0 
0 0 ~22 

h/O -- hl h 
0 ,./~, 

51 7 51 7 
4/214/16471 
4/30 4/16 4/11 

5 7 4/23 4/~ 
0 0 

4/~ 4/15 4/9 
41n 4126 411o 
4114 o 4115 
o o 5/15 
0 0 - -  

a/3o 5/?  4/~o 
o o 5116 
4128 41~6 -- 
413o 41~ 
4/25 4/2~ ~;;6 
5/7 5/~ a/26 
4/2~ 
413o ~123 51 7 
s / ?  4/~o 5/7 
h/22 h /~  4/20 
5/~3 5 / s  - 
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Table 2. Spring Departure Dates, 1960 

Species Fred Bait Mont Pr G Anne StMa Caro LES 

Canada Goose -- 4/ 2 5/ 7 51 7 4/26 4129 &/30 51 IA 
Co~Snlpe 5/l 5/7 -- 4/~ -- 4/22 -- -- 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 5/ 7 4/23 3/28 4/17 -- 4/17 -- -- 
Brown Creeper 4/10 4/13 4/13 4/13 -- 4/12 4/17 5/ 7 
Winter Wren . . . .  4/]4 3/13 0 4/ 2 -- 

Hermit Thruah O 4129 4/27 31m 51 7 -- 4/19 -- 
Swainsan's Thrush 6/ 2 5/25 5/24 6/ l 5/17 0 -- 0 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 61 2 5130 5130 5130 0 O O 0 
Veery 5128 51 7 61 5 5130 5118 0 5118 5115 
aolden-crowned ~let 4/ZO 4/13 4/ 9 4/14 .... 4/ 1 -- 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet -- 4/30 &/27 4/22 5/16 4/19 4/27 -- 
Solitary Vireo O 5/ 7 0 O O O 4/24 5/15 

Warbler - -  513o 5/30 0 -- 5115 
Cape May Warbler ~ 7 51 7 5/16 O 0 &/29 5/ 7 
Black-throated Blue W. 5/25 5/21 5/16 5/15 0 5/18 5/15 

14yrtle Warbler 51 8 51 7 5121 5110 5/10 5/ 7 51 7 51 7 
Black-thr. Green Warbler 5/ 7 5/17 5/15 5/22 0 0 0 0 
Bay-breasted Warbler 0 5/31 5/16 5/2A 0 O 0 0 
Blackpoll Warbler ~ 6/ 3 5/30 6/ I 5/30 5/26 5/25 5/15 
Palm Warbler -- 5/ 7 5/ 7 0 5/14 4/21 .... 

Northern Waterthrush O 5/17 5/23 5130 -- O 5/18 5115 
~alson's Warbler 0 5117 5128 5125 5117 0 0 5115 
Canada Warbler -- 5/25 5/30 5/30 5/18 0 0 5/15 
American Redstart -- -- 5/28 5/23 5/22 .... 5/14 
Bobolink .... 0 5122 0 0 -- 51 7 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 5/ 7 5/ 7 5/ 7 -- 5/ 7 .... 5/15 
Evening Grosbeak -- 5/ 7 -- 5/ 7 4/17 O 5/ 7 5/IA 
Purple Finch 51 i 41~ 51 7 51 7 51 6 4115 .... 
Savannah Sparrow -- 0 -- 5/ 7 5/ 7 51 6 51 7 511& 
Slate-colored Junco 4122 4130 4114 ~129 4/23 4/19 4/2A 4/ 3 

Tree Sparrow 3/26 A/ll &/ 2 3/26 -- 3/18 O 
White-crowned Sparrow -- 5/23 5/17 -- 5/19 5/13 5/ 5 O 
~a~ite-throated Sparrow 5/ 7 5/10 5/18 5/2/+ 5/19 5/ 3 5/18 5/15 
F=x Sparrow 4110 -- 41 7 31~ -- O 51 7 -- 
swamp Sparrow 5/ 7 -- 5/14 5/14 5/22 4/30 -- -- 

Hackman). Another Willet was observed on Apr. ~ on its Elliott Island 
nesting grounds (Weske and MacLachlan). At Ocean City, four observations 
by Samuel H. Dyke were of special interest: a Golden Plover on ~ iA, 
2 Purple Sandpipers still present on ~y ~ 6 White-rumped Sandpipers 
on May 12, and the second spring record for Maryland of the Red Phalarope 
during the easterly storm of Apr. B. Another storm refugee was a 
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Northern Phalarope discovered on ~y 29 a mile south of the Bay Bridge; 
Judge and 5~s. W. L. Henderson and Mr. and F~s. R. Henderson sailed to 
within i0 feet of it; this bird was still present on June 5 in almost the 
same location in Anne Arundel County waters. At Ocean City on May 7, 
Dyke estimated 1,000 Dunlins. On almost any day in mid-summer, watchful 
observers can find a few shorebird stragglers along the Maryland coast. 
How many of these birds actually spend the summer in our State and how 
many are merely late spring transients or early fall transients is a mat- 
ter of conjecture. No matter what criterion of abundance is established 
as an artificial means of separating transients from summer residents, 
we find that the gap between late spring departures and early fall ar- 
rivals is slowly diminishing. In 1960, for example, Messrs. ~ske, 
Bridge, and Feller counted 7 Ruddy Turnstones, 2~ Knots and i0 Sanderlings 
on June 18 c~ tidal flats of Sinepuxent Bay; these dates are later by 
2, 14, and 2 days, respectively, than the latest soring departure dates 
in Birds of Maryland. Three dowitchers (presumed to be Short-bills) on 
June 12 in the same area also could have been northward bound, but sim- 
ilar small numbers have been seen in prior years within the brief 3- 
week interval that separates the "normal" spring and fall migration pe- 
riods. 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers. Departure dates for wintering gulls were 
May Z for the G-~uc-~s~Ocean City, Dyke), ~y ]2. for the Iceland (Ocean 
City, Dyke and others), and ~y 28 for an adult Great Black-backed Gull 
(Annapolis, Hank Kaestner). More than 300 R~ng-billed Gulls were at 
Gibson Island on the late date of F~y 31 (Mesdames Henderson and Tappan). 
Bonaparte's Gulls are regular along the coast, and at least in small num- 
bers, in Chesapeake Bay; but away from tidewater they seldom are reported. 
On Apr. 12, at the peak of spring migration, Ronald Feller found 220 at 
Greenbelt Lake, setting a new record for an ir~and Maryland locality; and 
on Apr. 14 Douglas Hackman estimated 50 at Loch Raven. As of five years 
ago there was no ~aryland arrival date earlier than April 20 for either 
the Royal Tern or the Black Skimmer. Both species have been found here 
in winter, but there is no indication that any were present during the 
severe winter of 1959-60. Samuel Dyke sighted a Royal Tern on Apr. ~ and 
2 Black Skin~ers on Apr. 3, all at Ocean City; on Apr. 7 the nun~r of 
skimmers had increased to 70. The first Caspian Tern record for Pat~xent 
~idlife Research Center was obtained on Ipr. 22 (Uh!er). 

Cuckoos, Goatsuckers, Swifts. ~rtinLuff identified an early 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Gambrills on Apr. 25. Vernon Kleen broke by five 
days the earliest N~ryland arrival date for the Chuck-v~ll's-widow, when 
he heard one calling at the Patuxent Naval Air Station on Apr. l~. Two 
early Chimney Swift scouts, the earliest reported in 65 years, were noted 
at Cylburn during the warm spell on Apr. 2 (H. Kaestner); as shown in 
Table l, no other birds of this species were spotted until Apr. iI and 
Apr. 15. 

"Disaster species". In the winter of 1957-58, Eastern Phoebes, 
Carolina ~ens, House ~ens, and Eastern Bluebirds were amon~ the species 
whose numbers were reduced drastically by prolonged sub-freezing weather 
throu/hout the southeastern United States. A glance at the State-wide 
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Bird Count figures for the year before the disaster and the three subse- 
quent years will demonstrate the rate of recovery of these four species. 
Since the number of party-hours of coverage was close to 400 (within 7%) 
in each of the 4 years, the actual number of birds reported is given here: 

Species 196 Q 
Fmstern Phoebe ~ ~l 8 ~O1 i00 
Carollna Wren 3&8 189 301 142 
House Wren 252 ii0 234 201 
Eastern Bluebird 349 107 98 47 

The further decline in Carolina Wrens and Eastern Bluebirds in 1960 is 
attributable to the recurrence of critical weather conditions in the 
;~inter of 1959-60. Bluebird numbers are extremelJ low this year not only 
in 1~mryland, but throughout the entire Northeast. 

Flycatchers, Swallows. The three species of h~npidonax flycatchers 
that are primarily transients in all but the western tip of Maryland have 
never been identified in enough localities in a single spring to warrant 
their inclusion in our spring migration tables. The reports, for the 
most part, are clustered around those areas where observers make a spe- 
cial point of watching for them. For example, John hreske operated mist 
nets only on weekends at Brookeville, but he banded 6 Traill's Fly- 
catchers (~ on i~y 22 ~ud singles on }~y 21, 29, and 30). Least Fly- 
catchers were seen only at Gibson Island (I~y 7), Laurel (May 19), and 
~shington County (4 on ~i%y 7, 1 on May 16); and Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catchers at Beltsville (~y 22) and Frederick (}lay 24). An Olive- 
sided Flycatcher seen at Greenbelt on l[ay [by David Bridge is the sec- 
ond earliest Maryland record. Cliff ~.allows are regular migrants in the 
western and central portions of the State, but are always scarce in tide- 
water areas; 1 to 5 individuals were seen this spring in the following 
Eastern Shore or tidal localities: Greensboro on Apr. 19 (Roberta 
Fletcher), Potomac River near Oxon Hill on May 12 (Weske an4 J. M. 
Abbott), Ocean City on }~y 15 (M.O.S. Convention), and Plum Point on ~y 
15 (John H. Fales). 

Jays and Ravens. The peak northward movement of Blue Jays took 
place on Apr. 24, when Hackman counted 849 over ~ite ~rsh and Hank 
Kaestner tallied 92~ over Perry Hall. A hundred observers at the Ocean 
City Convention watched a small flight of Blue Jays returning to land 
after the birds had drifted out to sea on southwesterly winds on the 
night of t~y 14-15. & Common Raven was identified over Baltimore City 
on the unusual date of >~y 19 (H. Kaestner). 

Vireos. Early arrival dates were reported for the White-eyed Vireo 
on Apr. 13 at Willards (Dyke), the Red-eyed on Apr. 15 at Willards 
(Dyke), and the Philadelphia on ~y 7 at Gibson Island (Mesdames Hender- 
son and Tappan). The Solitary Vireo, rare on the Eastern Shore, was i- 
dentified at Concord in Caroline County on Ap~. 24 (C. Scudder) and band- 
ed at Ocean City on May 15 (Gladys Cole). 

Warblers. The warbler migration was generally considered as dis- 
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appointing. This was not because the species were late in arriving; me- 
dian arrival dates in 1960 averaged almost exactly the same as the aver- 
age for the preceding years. It was not because they were late in de- 
parting; t~ usual number of species llngered into late May and early 
June. It was not because of any scarcity of the locally nesting species, 
but because the transient species slipped through without being concen- 
trated by weather conditions into conspicuous waves. The heaviest 
flights o~curred on May 17-18. Record-breaking regional arrival dates 
follow (see page 19 of "Birds of Maryland" for map of regions): Worm- 
eating Warbler, Apr. 19 at Willarde (Dyke) and Apr. 22 in Baltimore (H. 
Eaestner); Blue-winge~,~Jarbler, Apr. 20 at Greensbor~-(earliest for the 
etate--Hewitt) ; Cerulean Warbler, Apr'-_22 in the Pocomoke Swamp (Frank 
P. Frazier, Jr.); Chestnut-sided Werble~7, A~r. 24 in Worcester County 
(Helen Fesser~en); Kentucky Warbler, Apr. 20 at-~ookeville (Fessenden); 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Apr. i0 in Worcester County (Dyke), and Apr. ii at 
Patm~ent Naval Air Station ~. Kleen); and Hooded Warbler, A~r. 15 at 
Willards (Dyke). Few high counts of warblers were recorded--whic'h is 
Just what would be expected in a year with so few waves of transients. 
A count of 1_~7 Prothonotary Warblers along the Potomac River between 
Great Falls and Little Falls by David Brid~e on ~ey I probably was com- 
posed nearly if not entirely of locally breeding birds. An Orange- 
crowned Warbler banded at Brookeville on the late date of Nay 16 by 
John Weske is only the third spring migration record of this species in 
~aryland. 

Sparrows. Two of the sparrow departure dates in Table 2 come within 
a single record of being the latest on file for ~arylamd: a White- 
crowned Sparrow in Baltimore on ~a~ ~_~ (Betsy Sohaffer) end a Lincoln's 
Sparrow banded at Brookeville on ~a~ 29_. (John S. ~eske). Fred Schmid's 
banded HarriS' Sparrow at th~ ~:tuxent ,il~llf~ Lesearch Center ( ~ -  
land Birdlife 16: ll) was heard singin~ co Apr. 30 end was last seen on 
~ay 2. Thirty-two ,~hite-crowned Sparrows (13 adults and i~ flrst-yeer 
birds), representing nearly all of the Fessendens' wintering flock at 
Brookeville, were banded between Jan. 23 and ~pr. 8 (Weske and Fessen- 
den); it will be interesting to see how many of these birds return this 
winter. 

Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel 
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C0~ARATIV]~ FINANCIAL STATR~IENTS, 1957-58, 1958-59, 1959-60 

Brief Financial Statements for 1957-59 and 1958-59 were published in 
Maryland 2irdl~fe 14:70; 15:68. The Treasurer's books for 1958-59 and 
1959-60 were a u d i t e d  and found to be i n  o r d e r  on June 26, 1960 by t h e  
Auditing Committee: Charles M. Buchanan (Chalr~an), Douglas Miner, and 
WilliamShirey. The following three-year statement is l~esented so mem- 
bers can r e a d i l y  compare income and expenses  for t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

G~N~AL FUND 

RECEIPTS 1957-1958 1958-1959 1959-196_0 
Brought Forward $ 181.22 $ 592.69 $ 315.72 
Dues: 

Allegany County 70.00 50.50 30.00 
Anne Amundel County 54.00 41.00 4~6.00 
Bal tilor • 311.00 334.0O 56V. 00/ 
Caroline County 24.50 17.50 30.00 
Frederick Count F 38.50 30.50 46.50 
Harf~d County 70.00 61.50 59.50 
Kent County 55 .00  61.00 73 .00  
S o l d i e r  ' s D e l i g h t  . . . .  20 .00  
Takoma Park 16.00 24.00 18.00 
Talbot County 179.00 145.00 150.00 
Out of State 31.00 54.00 54.00 

Total dues 829.50 819.00 1,0~4.00 
Convention registrations, 1957-59 126.00 70.50 142.00 
Convention registrations, 1960 . . . .  165.00 
Use of Paw Paw LodEe 21.50 . . . .  
Sale of pub l i ca t i ons  27.00 - -  2.50 
S a l e  of  arm p a t c h e s  6 .00 . . . .  
Helen B. Miller Scholarship -- i00.00 i00.00 

Total receipts 1,010.00 989.50 1",483.50 
TOTAL 1 , 1 9 1 . 2 2  1 ,582 .19  1 , 7 9 9 . 2 2  

EXPENDITURES 
Natural History Society -- 75.00 -- 
National Audubon Society dues -- i0.00 -- 
Office supplies 119.74 167.46 96.52 
P r e s i d e n t  and E x e c u t i v e  Comm. - -  - -  42 .85  
S e c r e t a r 7  - -  4 .37  9 .42  
Treasumer 2.94 -- 5.15 
Sanctuary Committee expenses -- 19.64 6.51 
u- ryland Birdli fe 388.85 626.20 431.85 
Conventl on expen see 87.00 163.80 65.63 
Helen B. Miller Scholarship -- 100.00 100.00 
Helen B. Miller Memorlal -- 100.00 -- 

Total e x p e n d i t u r e s  598.53 1,2166.4~ 
BALANCE, c a r r i e d  fo rward  $ 592.69 $ 315.72  $ 1 , 0 4 5 . 3 1  

/ I n c l u d e s  $235.00 i n  p r e p a i d  ~0-61  dues .  
O the r  expenses  o f  o f f i c e r s ,  e d i t o r  and commi t tees  were d o n a t e d .  
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SANC~JARy 

RECEIPTS 1957-1958 
~ou~ht  Forward $ 994.00 
Richard D. Cole memorial g i f t s  130.00 
Helen B. Miller memorial gifts 15.00 
Life membership payments 50.00 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  -- 
M. O. S. Book Store -- 
Interest, Cumberland Say. Bank 18.28 
Total r ece ip t s  213.28 

TOTAL i,~07.28 

l g S e - i ~ 9  
$1 ,2o? .  ~8 

5.25 
5.00 

175.00 
15.00 
6.50 

~0.29 
Z37.04 

1,444.32 

1959-1960 

1£5.00 
36.00 
?.45 

3£. 69 
201.14 

1,645.46 

EXPENDITURES O. O0 O. O0 O. O0 

BALANCE, car r ied  forlmrd $ 1,20~.28 $ 1,444.32 $ 1,645.46 

Edward P. Wilson, Treasurer 

COMING EVENTS 
Christmas Bird Count Schedule 
(Re~ster early with compiler) 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

24 Denton. Compiler, A. J. Fletcher, R. D. l, Box 201, Denton. 
26 Triadelphia. Compiler, Seth H. Low, R. D. 2, Gaithersburg. 
27 Chincotea@/e, Vs. Fred Scott, i15 Kennondale, Richmond, Va. 
28 Allegany County. Nan Livln~ston, 103 Washington, Cumberland. 
28 Ocean City. Compiler, Seth H. Low, R. D. 2, Gaithersburg. 
29 So. Dorchester County. Seth H. Low, R. D. 2, Gaithersburg. 
31 Lower Keat C~nty. Thomas Carswell, R. D., Chestertown. 
31 Cylburn. Compiler, Mrs. Robert Ymestner, 6005 La~hurst~ Balto. 
31 Soldier' s Delight. Mrs. Bertha Poe, Academy Ave., Owings Mills. 
31 Port Tobacco. Allen R. Stickley, 21 ~ikton ~d., Newark., Del. 
1 St. b[ichaels. £iehsrd L. Kle~, Box 122, St. Michaels. 
? Annapolis and Gibson Island. J~,. 1 or Jan. 2. Date uncertain 

when this issue went to press. Capt. J. £. M. Wood, 1 Old 
Crossing Lane, Annapolis. 

2 Catoctin Mountain. Dr. John W. Richards, R. D. 2, E~tsburg. 

OTHER EVENTS 
28 ALLEGANY monthly meeting at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Gordon 

Taylor, 8 p.m., 75 Broadway, Frostburg. 
31 BALT~C~E walk at Cylburn, 8 a.m. - i0 a.m. Meet at Cylburn 

Ma/ision. Leader: Mrs. Robert ~. Kaestner. 
2 SOLDIERS DELIGHT monthly meeting. Meet 8:30 p.m. at home of 

Dr. Worthley. Dr. ~Iorthley will speak on ferns. 
5 FF~EDL~ICK monthly meeting. Meet 8 p.m. at C. Burr Artz Library 

Motion pictures. 
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da~l. 

Jan. 
Jan .  

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 

Feb. 
Feb. 

Feb. 
Feb. 

Feb. 
Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 
Mar. 
Mar, 
Mar. 

Mar. 

8 BALTIMORE exploratory trip to Rosedale dum~. Meet 33rd St. at 
Memorial Stadium, 2 p.m. Leader: Mrs. Norwood K. Schaffer. 

9 TALBOT Audubon Screen Tour. Meet 8 p.m., Mt. Pleasant School. 
13 BALTIMORE monthly meeting, Room A, Pratt Library, 8 p.m. Mr. 

Charles E. Mohr will speak on potentials and management of 
sanctuaries. 

l& TALBOT trip to Blackwater Refuge. Meet Easton Library, 8 a.m. 
15 FREDERICK trip. Meet Baker Park 1:30 p.m. 
15 BALTIMOR/~ trip to Grace's Quarters. Meet Hutzl~'s parking lot 

7:30 a.m. Leader: Mr. Seth Low. 
18 ALLEGANY monthly meeting. Meet Board of Education, 7:30 p.m. 

Speaker: Mr. Kendrick Hodgdon, "Through the Adirondacks with 
Canoe and Camera". 

20 CAROLINE monthly meeting. Meet 8 p.m. at Health Dept., Denton. 
20 TALBOT monthly meeting, 8 p.m., Easton Library. 
22 SOLDIEiS DELIGHT trip. Meet 2 p.m. Gwyn Brook Pond. 
23 T,tLBJT ornithology seminar. Meet 13 Aurora St., 8 p.m. 
29 BALTIMORE trip to Patuxent Refuge. Meet parking lot, lower lab. 

at Refuge. Leader: Mr. Frederick Schmid. 
30 TALBOT ornithology seL~inar. Meet 13 Aurora St., 8 p.m. 
2 FI~ED~ICK monthly meeting. Meet C. Burr Artz Libre~y, 8 p.m. 
6 SOLDIhI%S DELIGHT monthly meeting. Meet home of Mrs. Martin 

Larrabee, 1907 South Rd., Balto. 9, 8:30 p.m. Topic, "Moths 
and Butterflies". 

8 BALT//IO~E walk at Cylburn and Lake ~o~and. Meet 9 a.m. Cylburn 
Mansion. Leader: Mrs. Carl Lubb3rt. 

10 BALTIMORE monthly meeting, Auditorium, Pratt Library, 8 p.m. 
12 FR~D;~RICK trip. Meet Baker Park, 1:30 p.m. 
13 TALBOT ornithology seminar. Meet 13 Aurora St., 8 p.m. 
15 ALLEG;d~Y monthly meeting, Board of Education, 7:30 p.m. Speaker 

i~'ms. Lilllan Frankhouser, "Bush Trip in Canada". 
17 TALBOT monthly meeting, Easton Library, 8 p.m. 
18-19 B~LTI~DR~ trip to Ocean City, Elliott Island, Blackwater. 

Lodgings at Hastings House Saturday night. Members of all 
State Chapters are cordially invited. Leader: Mr. Seth Low. 
Meet Sam Smith Park, 7:30 a.m. or Sandy Point parking area at 
8:30 a.m. 

19 TALBOT trip to Ocean City. Meet Easton Library, 8 a.m. 
19 SOLDIERS DELIGHT trip to Leakin Park. Meet Owlngs Mills School, 

2 p.m. 
20 TALBOT ornithology seminar. Meet 13 Aurora St., 8 p.m. 
2~ B~JLTIMOAE Sparrow seminar by Mr. Chandler Robbins. Meet at 

Cylburn Mansion, 8 p.m. 50# fee. 
25 ANI~ ARONDEL trip to Blackwater, Wye Mills, Oxford. Meet 8 a.m. 

Dutch Mill, U.S. 50, near Bay Bridge. 
27 TALBOT ornithology seminar. Meet 13 Aurora St., 8 p.m. 
2 FRE~iCK monthly meeting, C. Burr Artz Library, 8 p.m. 
3 BALTIMORE monthly meeting, Pratt Library, 8 p.m. 
6 SOLDIERS D~IGHT monthly meeting. Geology lectm-e at home of 

Mrs. John Martin, 138 S. Ritters Lane, 0wlngs Mills. 
iO BM,T~IOJ3,E LECTURE by Mr. Hal Harrison. "Beyond the Shining 

~ountains" To be held at the Woodbourne Junior High School, 
8 p.m. Contact Mrs. Robert Kaestner, DR. 7-8990 for details. 


