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The fall of 1954 was noted primarily for the incursion of northern 
avian visitors, and secondarily for the passage of a full scale hurricane 
across cur State. These two events overshadowed the routine departures 
of our nestln6 blrd~ and the arrivals of the normal transients and winter 
residents from the north. 

Both the influx of northern birds and the effects of hurricane Hazel 
(and her sisters Carol and Edna), have left us much to speculate upon. 
Reference to Joseph Hickey's table of wildlife cycles (A guide to bird 
watching, pp. 76-77) and consideration of additional records subsequent 
to 1941 will show that we were about 'due' for a fllg/~t of Goshawks (9 to 
lO year cycle), a flight of Northern Shrikes (4 to 5 year cycle), and 
possibly a flig~ht of Pine Grosbeaks (5 to 6 year cycle). This also hap- 
pened to be the one year in every 2 or 3 that Red-breasted Nuthatches 
are with us in numbers. But who could have anticipated the invasion of 
northern chickadees--the greatest influx on record for the Black-capped 
Chickadee in Maryland, and the first appearance in Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and VirGinia of the Brown-capped chickadee, a species which seldom leaves 
the northern spruce-flr forests! A few Black-caps can be found in our 
northeasterru~ost counties every year or two in mld-winter, and occasion- 
ally one or two individuals reach the central counties. The only pre- 
vious great flig~It of which we have record is the one that occurred in 
the spring of 1885. ~oger Peterson in "Birds over America" tells of 
spectacular appearances of the Black-capped chickadee in city parks, and 
other areas where they do not ordinarily occur, in New york and New 
England in 1916-17 and 1941-42 (and a few Brown-capped Chickadees with 
them), but if these flishts reached our lati%ude they went unrecorded. 
We may also ask why Maryland had a ~ood flisht of Evenln~ Grosbeaks and 
a sprinkling of ~'~Ite-winged Crossbills. These undependable species 
defy explanation. 

There was a widespread belief that the numerous late records of 
stunned, tame or tailless yellow-billed Cuckoos seen in nearly all parts 
of Maryland for two to three weeks followin~ the passage of Hazel had 
been borne northward by this hurricane. Perhaps they were. However 
logical this conclusion may seem, it is confounded by reports from 
northern ilew England that many Yellow-billed cuckoos were carried north 
of their breeding range durln6 or before hurricane Edna in mid-September. 
Edna, you may recall, remained well offshore until she hit Long Isl~ud, 
which is near the northern limit of the nesting range of this cuckoo. If 
Edna actually deposited cuckoos in Maine and even on the Gasp6 Peninsula, 
where did she pick them up? (For hurricane routes and cuckoo records see 
pa~es 5-7 of the February 1955 issue of Audubon Field Notes.) It is 
quite possible that we must search still deeper if we are to discover the 
true solution to the problem. In the meantime, we must simply point out 
with caution that Hazel may not have been entirely to blame for the 
cuckoos that we had associated with her passage. 
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We are accustomed to assoclatin6 the better fli6hts of fall mi6rants 
with clear skies, low temperatures, and northwest winds. The first 
appearances of Black-capped Chickadees and Evenln6 Grosbeaks, however, 
showed no such correlation with local weather conditions. We know, of 
course, that many individuals of a species migrate under conditions 
other than those we humans believe to be most stimulatln6 to them. Per- 
haps it is only a coincidence that the Black-caps arrived here under con- 
ditlons not especially conducive to southward mi6ratlon. On the other 
hand, it makes one wonder whether a species which has not mi~raVced for 
several 6eneratione is as responsive to weather conditions as are the 
more regular mi6rants. 

Mention should be made in passin6 that precipitation continued low 
except in August and in October (as a result of Hazel). At the end of 
the latter month Loch Raven and Pretty Boy Reservoirs held the lowest 
combined water reserve since the latter impoundment was first flooded 21 
years ago. These conditions should have produced some interestin6 shore- 
bird records; we suspect that lack of coverage was responsible for the 
lack of reports. 

The usual assortment of record early arrivals and record late de- 
partGres was reported, and there were also the expected number of first 
occurrences for some eastern counties. The more routine listln6 of 
arrival and departure dates is 61yen in tables 1 and 2. Only the five 
best covered counties are included. Although these tables contain obser- 
vations from two or three dozen observers, the followln6 people contrl- 
buted the majority of the reports: Dr. and Mrs. John W. Richards for 
Frederick County; Stephen Simon, Charles Buchanan, and Dou61as Hackman 
for Baltimore; Chandler Robblns, Robert Stewart, and Lewis Orin6 for 
Prince Geor6es; ~s. G~il Tappan, Mrs. W. L. Henderson and Father Edward 
Stoehr for Anne A rundel; and Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Fletcher, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Hewltt, Allcia Knotts, and A. May Thompson for caroline. 

Loons, Petrels, Herons. Sin61e Red-throated Loons seen on Sept. 24 
on the Chester River and at Gibson Island are the earliest fall arrivals 
for Maryland (JUd6e and Mrs. W. L. Henderson). The most Interestin6 
hurricane casualty here was a Leach's petrel found near Royal Oak in 
Talbot county on Oct. 17 (Richard L. Kleen). This is the first Maryland 
record away from the coast, and there are mighty few coastal records. 
American E6rets began to arrive at Back River in Baltimore County on 
June 25, when Dou61as'Hackman saw 3 birds there. Daily counts showed 
that the number built up slowly but steadily until there were 31 on Au~. 
14. The latest departure reported this year was 4 individuals at Port 
Tobacco on Nov. 28 (Allen Stlckley, Jr. and Robert Farr). Little Blue 
Herons, which customarily leave Maryland weeks before the other herons 
depart, were last seen on Sept. 3 in Caroline County, Sept. 21 in Anne 
Arundel County, and Sept. 14 in charles County. The Black-cro~med Night 
Heron is a scarce bird throughout most of Maryland, although nearly all 
active observers have seen at least a few in their favorite ~irdin6 
areas. It will surprise several of us to learn that much-worked Gibson 
Island did not add this species to its llst until July 30 of this year 
(Mrs. Gall Tappan). The latest departure date for the Least Bittern was 
broken thrice: first at Unity on Sept. 25 (seth H. Low); then at patux- 
ent Refu6e on Oct. ll (clark Webster, Robert stewart); and finally at 
Seneca, Nov. 7 (R. R. Kerr). 

Waterfowl. The van6uard of canada Geese surprised observers by 
wln6in6 their way into the Free state before fall had officially been 
ushered in by the astronomers. A flock of 23 was counted over Unity on 
sept. 12 (Low), and at %~Ite Marsh a 6roup went over the same night 
(Hackman). Two days later a "V" of 24 was si6hted over Monkton (Stephen 
W. Simon). Duck populations on the whole were satisfactory. The Pintall 
turned up in outstandin6 numbers in the Chesapeake Bay re61oh durin6 the 
mi6ration peak, but leveled off to the customary winter population. 
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~awks.  The f a l l  hawk m i g ~ a t i o n  was n o t  w a l l  o o v e r e d  i n  Mary land  
t h i s  yea~ .  E x c e p t  f o r  a number o f  t r i p s  t o  Monument Knob on S o u t h  
Moun ta in ,  most  c o u n t s  were  made from t h e  R l o h a r d s  home i n  ~ m l t s b u r ~ ,  t h e  
HaCkman home i n  Whi te  Marsh ,  and t h e  Robbins  home i n  L a u r e l .  The b e s t  
t a l l y  was made by Mr. Hackman on t h e  23rd o f  Sep t ember ,  when he  c h e c k e d  
o f f  1 ,399  B r o a d - w i n 6 s ,  30 S h a ~ p - s h i n s ,  16 eaCh o f  R e d - t a l l  and Spar row 
Hawk, 14 Red-shoulders, 13 Ospreys, 6 Cooper's HaWks, and 2 Duck Hawks; 
his counts for the Broad-wln6, Sparrow Hawk, and Osprey were especially 
noteworthy. I made the mistake of spendln6 this day on South Mountalh, 
where only 63 Broad-wlu~s were spotted; if I had stayed at home I would 
likely have intercepted part of the White Marsh fli6ht as it proceeded 
southwestward alon~ the Fall Line. The peak Broad-wln6 count at Monument 
~ob was 829 birds on Sept. 16, and the highest at EmmltshurS was 2~3 on 
the 26th. Red-shouldered Hawks are never common constituents of a raptoP 
fll6ht alon6 South Mountain or on the AlleKany and @arrett County rld6es; 
top counts of 6 (Oct. 9 at Emmltshurs) and I0 (Oct. 3 at Monument Knob) 
are typical. As pointed out by Hackman in the June-September 195A issue 
of MARYLAND BIRDLIFE, the hi6h proportion of Red-shouldered Hawks in 
October and November is 'typical of the Fall Line route. DOU6 Hackman's 
enlistment in the armed forces has put a temporary halt to his valuable 
hawk counts, so the only hi6h Red-shoul~er count of the fall came from 
Laurel, where 56 were seen on Oct. 24. Althou6h there were numerous 
Goshawk reports from Pennsylvania, especially from Hawk Mountain, only a 
scatterin~ of individuals were noted in Maryland. The first of these was 
spotted at Monument Knob on OCt. 30 (Eltln~ Arnold). 

Rails, Gallinules, Coots, Shorebirds. Clapper Rall observations 
from Gibson Island are a ~  of interest; a lone bird was found there on 
Oct. 31 by Mesdames Tappan and Henderson. A Florida Galllmlle at Denton 
on Oct. 20 (Mrs. A. J. Fletcher) added one more record to the small ac- 
cumulation of fall dates for Maryland. A Coot was on the swimmln~ hole 
of the Ct~nberland Girl Scout Camp in the @teen Rid6e state Forest on JUly 
8, but disappeared after the campers arrived (Lois McCollou6h). There is 
a distinct possibility that this species will some day be found nestln6 
in Maryland. Early and late dates were submitted for the rare Golden 
Plover (3 near Beltsville on Sept. 8 by F. Hermann, and 2 near Berlin on 
Nov. 14 by Harriet SUtton and others), but both fell approximately a week 
inside of the all-time extremes. Another late plover report concerned a 
couple of Semlpalmated Plovers seen at Ocean City on Nov. 29, one day 
short of the record (John V. Dennis). Other notable shorebird reports 
include 3 mlg~atln6 Upland Plover at Rid6ely, caroline Co. on Aug. 8 
(Kenneth corbett); an Emmltsbur6 Solitary Sandpiper on Oct. 21, late for 
western Maryland (John W. Richards); the first Stilt sandpiper for Caro- 
line County, sept. 27-28 at Rid~ely (MarVin Hewltt); from I to 4 seml- 
palmated Sandpipers at the same place, Sept. I to Oct. 4, also new for 
the county (Hewltt), and a Marbled Godwit at sandy Point on Sept. i (John 
W. Taylor, Jr.). 

Gulls, Terns and Skimmers. The first nestln6 of Laughln6 Gulls in 
the Mar-~-~nd pa~ ~--t~--~-~peake was reported from Sharp's Island at 
the mouth of the Choptank, where both e66s and chicks were seen by a 
flshln~ party on June b, and reported to Mrs. W. L. Henderson. Au6. 30 
was a fairly early date for 2 Bonaparte's Gulls in Charles County (Allen 
Stlckley). Caspian Terns are resular migrants in tidewater areas, but 
one. seen at Seneca on Sept. I0 is the third record for Mont6omery County 
(P~illp A. Du3~ont). As many as bO Forster's Terns and 8 Black nklmmers 
were still at Ocean City on NOV. 29, breakln6 the fall departure date 
for the latter species (Dennis); smaller numbers are seen there in 
wln~er from time to time. 

Cuckoos. The latest departure dates on file for the Yellow-billed 
Cucko~ to this fall were Oct. 27, 1895 and Oct. 25, 1952. The 
peak of the southward flight has almost always passed us by the close 
of September. This fall there were few September reports, though this 
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eoul~ have been ~-e In part to the fact that the October ~ November 
b i r d  s we re  so  much m o r e  e x e l t i n 6  t h a t  p e o p l e  d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  m e n t i o n  
those that fell in the normal period. Hurricane Hazel passed by on the 
l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  O c t .  15 ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  e y e  m o v i n 6  ~ , e  n o r t h w a r d  
a c r o s s  S o u t h  M o u n t a i n .  on  O c t .  17 o n e  Y e l l o w - b i l l e d  Cuckoo was  s e e n  a t  
Gibson Island (Varrleure) and another near Laurel (Robblnses); the 
l a t t e r  b i r d  was  e l t t l n 6  on  t h e  p a v e m e n t  a n d  d i d  n o t  f l y  when my c a r  
passed within four feet of It. Charles Buchanan closely approached a 
tailless individual at Lake Rolan~ on Oct. 31. Dr. Richar~s saw 2 at 
~,ml rebut6 on Oct. 28, an~ one the followi~ day. FOr NOVember recorcls 
there were elnsls birds at ¥atuxent Rel~16e, Nov. 3 (Leonard Llewellyn), 
at Denton, Nov. 6 (A. J. Fletcher), and at Nonkton, NOV. 12 (Stephen W. 
~Imgn). There were also reliable reports from Alle6a~, Howard, and 
Calvert Counties for whlcn exact details are lackln6. No Black-billed 
Cuckoos were reported after Oct. 3, which Is normal. 

Owls, Swifts. The first Saw-whet Owl of the winter was found, as 
mi6ht be expected, in Talbot county, where Geor6e Hs~daway picked one 
off a plne tree on Oct. 23. There may have been a major flight of these 
little owls on the ni6ht of Nov. 6-7, the first clear cold nlg$1t after 
f o U r  days o f  wet weather; for durln6 the night one S~w-wnet was trapped 
at unity (Low) and another at Laurel (Robblns). Two other reports 
close on the heels of these could also have been o£ birds which had 
arrived at the same time: one at Wittman on NOV. i0 (Kleen), the other 
at Gibson Iela~d on the 14th (Mrs. Henderson and others). Still another 
was found at Kirkham, Dec. ii (Kleen). To Joe Spurry 60 honors for 
exoeedin 5 the chimney Swift departure record at St. Mlcnaels on Nov. 2. 

Wood Pewee ,  B l u e  J a y .  P e r h a p s  i n  a c a t e 6 o r y  w i t h  t h e  c u c k o o s  was  
a Wood Pewee s e e n  on  NOV. 3 and  Nov. 4 a t  G i b s o n  I s l a n d  by J u d 6 e  and  
Mrs. Henderson and Mrs. Gall Tappan, who watched It sin5, noted the 
yellow lower mandible, and observed that it did not on any occasion wa 6 
its tail. The latest previous dates for Marylan. d are Oct. 31, 1950 and 
oct. 19, 19Ol. Mi6ratory flights of Blue Jays are noted each sprln5 
and autumn alon5 many of the ri~es, alon6 the Fall Line, and on a broad 
front alon6 the Western Shore coastal Plain. The movement this fall, 
however, turned out to be the g~reatest on record. We wlsn we knew 
whether there was a correlation with the wanderln6s of any o f  the other 
irregular visitors. The first heavy fllg>ht was of 250 birds over White 
Marsh on Sept. 23 (Hac~nan), alter wnlch they raplaly built up to a 
epe~lar-peak. Half-hour early mornln~ counts from my second floor 
deck on the Fall Line at Laurel 8ave a total ox 2,975 Blue Jays d-rln5 
the 8-d~y period Sept. 26--0ct. 5, or an avera6e of 744 jays per hour 
of observation. On the peak day, Sept. 29, the half hour total was 
862. A similar movement was noted at Monkton by Steve Simon. 

Chickadees. For the first time in recorded history three species 
of chickadees attracted attention in Maryland. We'll dlspose of the 
reslden~ Carolina Chickadee with a elnsle example of their abundance; 
instead of the usual 2 or 3 Individuals at my feeder durln6 the winter, 
I fed 15 color-Danced in~IvldUalS. It is a credit to Maryland observers 
that so many people independently noted and reported the invasion of 
Black-capped ChlcEadeee, without havln6 had any warnln5 that they were 
Infiltratln~ the ran6e of their Carolina relative. The 1"irst bird that 
arrived at the Richards' feeder in Emmitsbur6 on Oct. ~ was not far 
enou~ beyond the ran6e of the species to arouse much curiosity. ~t 
on the 22rid one appeared at Gibson Island (Mrs. Henderson, Mrs. Tappan), 
on the 23rd i0 were at the Richards' feeder and 7 at Lake Roland 
(Buchanan), on the 24th 8 arrived at Laurel (Robblns), and by the 26th 
they were round at Monkton (Simon). About 50 of the visitors received 
bird bands from Maryland cooperators in the first month and a half of 
their stay. The presence of this species on i0 of tee ii Maryland 
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Ch~lstm&s c o u n t s  a t t e s t s  t o  i t s  w~desp read  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h r o u 6 h  t h e  
S ta te .  The f i r s t  Mary land  r e c o r d  o f  a Brown-capped ch i ckadee  was made 
on Dec. 12 a t  R o c k v l l l e  (Pau l  Du~ont and E a r l  S t e o h e r ) ;  t h e  specimen was 
c o l l e c t e d  seven days l a t e r  by  Rober t  S tewa r t .  

l ~ t h a t c h e s .  We have  l i t t l e  i n ~ o r m a t i o n  on t h e  f l i 6 h t  o f  W h i t e -  
b r e a s t e d  N u t h a t c h e s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  f a i r l y  common p e r m a n e n t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  
all parts of the State except the coastal plain. All we can say at this 
tlme is that they were un~sually common this fall. The little Red- 
breasted l~uthatch, on the other hand, always brln~s plenty of comment. 
~en Red-breasts start arrlvln~ in early September or late Au6ust, it's 
a safe bet that we'll have ~ood n~moers duz~n~ the autumn months. Bird 
number one was encountered at Laurel on Sept. 1 (Robblns); on the next 
day another was sighted in Charles County (Stlckley), and still another 
went aboard Winter Quarter Li6h%abl p off the Vlz~inla coast (RObert 
Ms C a r t n e y ) .  

Wrens,  T h r u s h e s ,  . ~ l k e s .  The d e p a r t u r e  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  House Wren 
was ~ a - - ~ d  o-n Nov. 13 w~en C h a r l i e  Buchanan s p o t t e d  one  a t  Loch Raven;  
s i n c e  t h i s  i s  a P iedmont  l o c a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  l J ~ o o d  o f  i t  b e i r ~  
a winterln6 individual. Across the Bay at Denton the Fletchers had a 
Bewlck's Wren on tap from Oct. 8 th1~ou6h the end of the perlod--the 
first Caroline County record, and one of the few for the entire Eastern 
Shore. Another winter r~cord for this species was obtained at Jane 
Tuttrup's feedln~ station near DeFwood, where Steve Simon and Dick 
Dubols dlscovered it in her absence on the Trladelphla Christmas Count. 
A third BewlcE's spent the afternoon of Nov. 23 in the 6arden of Mrs. R. 
B. Green in Ha6erstown, breakln6 by one day the fall departure extreme 
for transients of this species. The first wlnter Hez~It Thrush to be 
reported from the Alle6heny Plateau was discovered at cranesville Swamp 
on Dec. 31 by BuFnle Miller; identification was confirmed by Helen 
Miller. Another Hermit Thrush seen on sept. 21 at EmmltsbUr6 is the 
second earliest fall arrival for Maryland (Richards). OllVe-backed 
Thrushes seemed loath to leave Maryland this fall. As many as II Olive- 
backs were croon6 an inundation of tarushes that descended upon Gibson 
Island on Oct, 22, two days past the latest Kaz~jlaad departure in the 
files (Col. and Mrs. U. Amoss, Mrs. W. L. Ne~uerson, Mrs. ~all Tappan;. 
one was seen there as late as the R6th. Then, on Nov. 7 Dick Kleen 
ss~ the Gibson Island records by flndln61 no less than 3 Ollve-backs at 
Til~an, Talbot County. A Northern Shrike was Identlfled by Elmer 
WoFthley near Bitti~er on Dec. 31; 2 or ~ other shrikes, probably of 
this species, were reported by o t h e r  observers. 

W a r b l e r s .  S i n c e  w a r b l e r s  az~ c o m p a r a t i v e l y  w e l l  summarized i n  t h e  
tables, this paragraph will be devoted to 81vin6 details on record and 
nesu'-rscord arrival and departure dates- The only arrival date to fall 
was that for the !~rtle Warbler; it was superseded by Marvin Hewltt's 
Au~. 27 observation of 2 birds at Henderson. A COrL~ectlcut warbler 
near seneca on sept. IO (Philip DuMont) m~ssed tyln6 the record by one 
day. The Cor~ectlcut, by theway, was added to the Caroline county 
llst by observations at Greensboro, Sept. 22 (Hewltt) and at Denton, 
Oct. 17 (Mrs. A. J. Fletcher). charlle Buchanan's Lake Roland Nashville 
Warbler on Oct. 23 is the second latest known for Maryland. Black- 
throated Green Warblers were late at foul- separate looatlons : Oct. 23 
a t  I ~ n m l t s b u ~  (RichS~Is) and Lake Roland (Buchanan), Oct .  24 a t  Laurel 
( R o b o l n s ) ,  s~ad Oc t .  31 a t  I ~ t t c h e l v i l l e  (Mr. and ~ s .  H. N. P a 6 e ) ;  t h e  
latest prevlous dates were Oct. 31, 1953 and Oct. 22, 1890. Except for 
a few wlnterin 6 dates, the latest yellow-breasted chat date is NOV. i, 
1944. Two 1954 reports now take second and third place: Oct. 14 at 
Greenbelt (Lewis Orln6) and Oct. Ii at ~nmltsbur6 (Richards). We also 
wlah to put in print new departure extremes for the Cerulean warbler, 
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Sept. 25 near Seneoa (Philip DUMonl;), for the Kentucky Warbler, Sept. 
20 at Henderson (Hewltt), and for the pralrle Warbler, Nov. 19 at Denton 
(Mrs. A. J. Fletcher). 

Finches and Sparrqws. Allen Stickley's Rose-breasted Grosbeak at 
Port ~ ,  A-us. 29, i-s the second earliest for the Free State. A 

Teblo 1. F a ~ .  meThYl1 A~I;os, 1954 

1~o4- i ~ L t l -  1 " ~ 0  ~ 

~,d-bU.~e40~,b, 0/8 - -  - -  I0/S o/8 
L l t t ,  l e  B X m  Hex'on 0 - -  8/11 8/15 8/5 
o-,-~,  ooo.o - -  9 / ~  3.o/v l o i s  lo /u  
nm..,h ~_--~ 8 / M  - -  - 0/29 - -  8 / ~  

Bleok.-oeppea 0]d.o~--~-o 101£0 101~  1 0 / ~  ~ / ~  ]~/S 
w~t~N~.~ ,o4  ~t~a~o~ Oil4 - -  1o19 9/88 lO/8O 
Roa...v.-m,.o4 ,utam*,oh O / ~  9/18 0/1 S/".~. 9/S 

o~e;,w l o l l 4  1o/s xolo ~ol]x l O l ~  
w ~ - ~  ~ ~ lO/£ loF~o - -  - -  
H - , - , t  ~ w , h  o / ~  1o/9 xo /s  1 o / ~  x o / ~  
OXivo-b,,~,~ ~ o/~s 914 911 Io/5 g l ~  
oz~r-~,,~oa ~ ~ I ~  91~ e lm 1ols ~ I ~  
oo~xmx..ox.mm,~ r.~u~o~ ~O/lS lOIS xo/~ ].o~,o xo/~ 

~ . m . m o  w ~ o ~  o / ~  a i m  ~/-- o/s  o / ~  
] ; ~ L t ~ e  w a ~  ~o/s 9 / ~  9/19 o o 
n a e ~ a  W~bl~- e /gs  a i m  o/ss  ~/go 9/11 
oepo n~v w ~ r  s~3.o 8/~e ~/1~ - -  ~ / l s  
B].8ok-t~-. Blue Wa~-bl~z - -  8/1~8 81~S 91111. 9/14 

maox~n.nxen w~-~,,= 0/8 o/, , ,  - -  - -  sis 
Obear~st-a,t~4 Wa~Vla~ 9/s  81tY 81a9 - -  - -  

m . ~ - . ] m ~  w,~,~ o~ o / ~  9/xa lo18 
Y e 3 . 1 ~  pe . l , ,  W-z'bl~ 10/16 - -  - -  ~/1Y - lO/~L 
Noz~l~n~m Wste~-tdnZ~lJnh - -  8/14 9/4 - -  8/19 
G,- -~-  Wa~blo~ 9/8  8 / ~  8/~,~ - -  - -  
BLl.tiao~o 0 ~ l ~ e  e/Ira - -  e / i s  - -  - -  

xvmm~ o z o . ~ . k  XOISO 3.01~ ~ol~s x~l:u, o 

• ~.** s s , , r x~  ] . t / ,  - -  xx/v - -  - -  
w h , t ~ ; ~  ~ xo/xo xo19 x o / ~  ].o~,*o. x.Vx 
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Dickcissel in a cohort of English Sparrows at the .W~Ichards' ~nmltsburE 
feeder on l!ov. 18 is only the fifth fall departure date on file for 
this now told-western species. Evening Grosbeaks were widely reported, 
but contrary to their usual practice, stayed clear of Maryland feedinE 
stations. First arrivals were on Oct. 22 .(75 at Monkton by Simon), 
Oct. 23 (19 at Lake Roland by Buchanan; 13 at Mount Plemsant, Baltimore 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ca~l Lubbert; 3 at Laurel by Rooblns), and Oct. 24 (a 

l~A-ed- Baltl- lOrinoe Anne 0a~o- 
e~lek ::ore Oeor~e Arun~. llne 

Yellow-billed Cuokoo i0/29 iI/I ~. II/S 10/19 ].~6 
io/~ 1o11 o 

~aok-bm~ ouo~o i~15 I0/19 I~16 lO/5 101~ Cb lm'n~y Swlf'~ 
E ~ t ~  r~ngb ~rd 9/11 - -  8/s9 9 / ~  9/v 
Crested Flycatoher - -  9 / ~  8/22 9/21 9/14 
Eastern Woos Pewee 10/2 9/26 10/7 11/4 10/12 
Tree Sm~-tew 9/IS - -  8/S9 - -  i 0 / ~  
~ l e  iar~In 91~ 101V 91~ 917 
House Wren 10/5 ~ l S  10/4 10/27 N 
CatbL-~ 10 /~  ~ / v  101~ 101~ io/9.9 
Brown ~ a s h e r  10/IS - -  1 0 / ~  1 0 / ~  tO/IS 
Wood ~ 9/17 12/3 10/4 10/~. 10/6 
01ivs-baoked Thrush 9/26 10/17 10/21 10/26 9/28 
Blul-sray Gnatoateher 9/10 9/11 8/13 9/20 9/22 
Whlte-e~e~ VL~eo - -  9/lS 9 / ~  9/12 91~ 
Yellow-throate~ Vireo 9/8 10/2 9/6 9/21 0 
R~. . . e~ , l  v~-.eo 9/12 lo/23 - -  l o / ~  lo15 
~aak & WhAte Warbler 9/1A 9/26 8/29 1Q/~ 10/§ 
Paru.La Warbler 9/16 'tO/2 10/7 10/3 9/2~ 
Magnolia Warbler 10/16 10/17 10/3 10/21 10/4 
Cape May Warbler 10/1~- 10/16 10/~6 9/2:L 10/20 
BAaOM-I~. BAus Warbler lO/~ 10/2 10/7 - -  9/24 
Blaok-thr. Gree~ Warbl.er 10/25 10/23 10/31 9/21 9/28 
Blaekburntan Warbler 9/29 10/16 --  .-- 9/1~ 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 9/~1 10/2 - -  9/P~. 10/8 
]E~y-b~s t  ed Wec~bl~ 10/2 10/2 - -  9/21 10/8 
l~ek-l~ll Warbler 10/7 10/17 10/27 ~ lO/~l 
o v e n - b t ~  l o / l e  9 / ~  ~ o / s  9 / ~  . 9 / s o  
Yellow-throat 10/5 10/17 10/10 - -  1~/7 
yellow-breasted ChAt 10/11 --  10/14 9/13 9/16 
Canada Warble~ 9/28 9/17 9/12 9/28 
A~erioan Redstemt, 10/5 10/3 9.~28 10/~ 9/25 
S o ~ l ~ , ~  9 / ~  - -  lO/~O - -  91~ 
B ~ l t ~ r e  Oriole 11/I~ - -  9/1 9/2 9/~3 
Scarlet Taus~er 9/26 10/17 10/7 9/12 9/13 
S-~-~r T ~  0 0 0 9/12 9/1v 
Rose-breasted G~osbeak 9/27 10/9 10/8 9/22 9/22 

~ . ~  ~ 101~ 1019 i019 91~ ~01~ 
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few at Patuxent by stewart). Mlgratin~ birds reached a peak of 72 at 
Laurel on Nov. 6. Relatively few birds remained in our State thr~ug~ 
the wlnker--except in Garrett County where small bunches totalin8 80 
individuals were noted on Dec. 31. The few Maryland reports of pine 
Grosbeaks were considerably augmented this season. The first 2 birds 
were seen at Monument Knob on Nov. 6 by Robert J. Boston. Subsequent 
fall reports were of single birds at Laurel, Nov. 22 (Robblns) and at 
Catoctln Mountain, Nov. 23 (Stewart). On the Christmas Counts we 
found 9 between Cranesville and Friendsville (Robbins and Ralph K. 
Bell) and 6 at Cunaing~ham Falls and Catoctln Furnace (Mrs. R. S. 
Stauffer, Robblns). Two Whlte-wln~ed Crossbills stopped briefly at 
Laurel on Nov. 13 (Robbins), and 2 others were at Trladelphia Reser- 
voir, Nov. 24 (Low). There was a good flight of Pine Sisklns. A Red 
Crossbill in Garrett County, Dec. 31 (Richard cole) rounded out the 
llst of northern finches, except for the redpolls, which went unre- 
corded. The rare sparrow of the season was an adult X~rk Sparrow near 
the North Beach Coast Guard Station on Assateague IsAanm on Sept. 7 
(Dr. and Mrs. Richard Riesz). Seth Low discovered ~ Snow Buntings 
feeding in the bed of Triadelphia Reservoir on Dec. 16; they obllgin~ly 
remained for the Dec. 26 Christmas Count, but were not seen thereafter. 

Patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel 

1955-195G PAID LECTURE SERIES 
Baltimore Club 

This season's lecture series consists of two lectures which are 
bei~ presented by well known National Audubon Society pro~esslonals : 

Novemoer 30, ±955, Wednesday. Robert Hermes' "Once Upon an Island." 
March lb, 1956, Friday. Walter H. Shackleton's "Rhapsody in Bluegrass." 

FIELD e TRIPS 

Summary of 1955 Saturday Mornln6 "Bird Walks," April 16 - May 21 

Charl~s M. Buchanan 

In 1954 the idea of Saturday morning bird walks in and around Bal- 
timor~ during the Bprlng migration was orlglnat~d. S~v~n locations 
w~r~ cho~n for covgrag~, and it was d~elded that 6 cons~cutiv~ Satur- 
days would ~ sufficient to includs th~ p~ak of the migration sgason. 
These walks wer~ renewgd in 1955 with some modifications. Th~ s~ven 
locations w@~ reduced to the thx~e present locations at Wyman Park, 
Lake Roland and Loch Rav~n, which s~m~d to ~ among th9 most popular 
in 1954 and which w3re productive birding ar3as in town, on the out- 
skirts, and in the country, rgspectiv31y. The six-Saturday schedule 
was retained, dating from April 16 to May 21, with th~ exception of 
May 14, which was in conflict with the State-wide m~gtln 6 at 0c:)an City. 
Ths leaders w~r~ Mr. & Mrs. Jim Travis for Wyman Park, Mrs. Robert 
Kaeetner with Mrs. Carl Lubbert assisting at Lake Roland, and Oharlgs 
Buchanan at Loch Rav~n. Th~ startin 5 time was s~t at 7:00 A.M. for all 
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three points, and a minimum of two hours tlm~ in the field was asked. 
On May el, the only report r~ceiv~d was from Wyman Park. 

The purpose of the walks is a twofold one: (I) to Elv~ the less 
experienced birders a chance to ~t into the field conveniently and 
frequently under the guidance of capabl~ l~d~rs; and (2) to supply 
additional data on spring migration in the Baltlmor~ ar~a. With r~- 
6ard to the first part of the plan, it is v~ry ~ratlfylnE to note t~at 
40 p~ople took part in th~ walks on at least on~ of the fiv~ Saturdays, 
The results of the migration records ar~ hlg~hli~hted briefly in t~'. ~ fol- 
lowin~ paragraphs. In many cases arrival dates r~port~d on th~ walks 
represent t~ ~arli~st ones for th~ ar~a in 1955. 

April 16 - Wyman Park had 35 species in 2~ hours, includln6 one of 
the earliest Yellow Palm Warblers of th~ s~ason, a rather unlikely Cirri-- 
an Osprey, and the only Fish Crow. Lake Roland, 36 specles in 2 hours, 
had only 2 birds not s~n ~laewhere, a Wh~-te-breast~d Nuthatch and a 
Hermit Thrush. Loch Raven, 44 species in 3 hours, had the. flrsu White- 
eyed Vireo reported, an, early Loulsiena Water-thrush and Chlppln6 
sparrows in ~ood numbers. All three walks reported Broad-winged Hawks 
mlgratlnE. Aggregate species tdtal, 55. 

April ~3 - Wyman Park, 40 species in 3 hours, had a good ~arly 
date for Black-throated Green Warbler, t~e only Sparrow Hawk, B~lted 
Kingfisher and Brown Creeper. Lake Roland, 48 species in 4 hours, had 
9 Yellow Warblers and a .~dstart, and nests for Robin, Blue-gray Gnat- 
cat.char, and Louisiana Water-thrush. Loch Raven, 45 species in 2 3/4 
hours, Eat the first Prairie Warbler reported, and a Pho_~be nest. Two 
trips had House Wren. Aggregate species total, 64. 

April ~0 - The late season was delaying departin 6 winter birds and 
holdin6 up n~w arrivals, but th~ arrivals r~ally oe6an to make an ap- 
pearanea by this date. The rg was a heavy Blue Jay migration. Wyman 
Park, 41 species in 3~ hours, still reported E~d-breasted Nuthatch, 
Hermit Thrush and Junco, and Sot the only Blue-headed Vireos. They 
shard a 6sod Nashville warbler record with Loch Rav~n. Lake Roland, 
52 species in 3 hours, had 4 ~venin~ Grosbeaks, Yellow-throated and 
Bed-eyed Vireos, Y~llow-bill~d Cuckoo, Eastern Kingbird, Scarlet Tana- 
~r, and Black-throated Blue Warbler. Loch Rav~n, 61 species in ~ 
hours, had 14 Canada Geese, Tre~ Swallows, Oven-bird and Baltimore 
Oriole, and dlscovered a 3am Swallow's nest. Aggregate species total, 
79. 

May 7 - qprlnE migration r~ach~d a climax with a lar&e varl~ty of 
warblers, and this day's total was 24 specf~s. Wyman Park, 54 species 
in 2~ hours, had Nashville, Magnolia and Canada Warblers and an 01ivy- 
backed Thrush. Lake Roland, 62 ppeciea in 2 3/4 hours, had t~a only 
Least Flycatcher and WarbllnE Vireo, breeding species peculiar to that 
area, and Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blackburnian and K~ntucky Warblers. 
Lo~h Raven, 67 species in 3~, - hours, always has Black and Wood Ducks and 
this time added Blue-winsed Teal. Also s~n were Spott~d and Solitary 
Warblers. All three trips had the Cap9 May Warbler. Ag~regat3 species 
total, 91. 

Ma~ - Only Wyman park r~ported, 50 species in 23 hours, with 
such lln~erin6 transients as Olive-backed Thrush, Magnolia, Blackbur- 
nian, Chestnut-sided, Black-poll and Wilson's Warblers and Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak. 

A~r~ate species total, April 16 - May 21, 108 

104 ~st Mglro~ Ave., Baltimore i0. 
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C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
4 Baltimore Club monthly me,tin6. Dr. charles Stlne, "Maryland 

Herpetolog~V." pratt Library, BALTIMORE, 8 p.m. 
5 BLACKWATER RE~JGE waterbird hike by Talbot Club. 
7 Harford Club monthly meetln~. BEL AIR Library, 8 p.m. 
9 FREDERICK Club monthly meetln~. 

12 BLACKWATF~R R~GE waterbird trip, Baltimore and Annapolis Clubs 
Leader Richard L. Kleen. Baltimore reservations HU6-3442. 

13 SUSQUEHANNA FIATS boat trip by Harford Club. i p.m. 
18 Talbot Club monthly meeting. EASTON Hi6h school, 8 p.~. 
20 CHARLESTOWN and PERRY POINT trip, Baltimore and Harford Clubs. 

Leader Rodney Jones, HU6-3442. Meet Highland Ave. & Pulaski 
Hig~hway, 8 a.m., and Perry Point guard house, 9:30 a.m. 

20 BAY HUNDRED waterfowl hike by Talbot Club. Leader R. L. Kleen. 
20 Hillsmere Shores, ANNAPOLIS by An~apolis Club, 3 p.m. AN3-2575. 
28 Caroline Club monthly meeting. Denton, 8 p.m. 
~0 BALTIMORE Screen Tour. Robert C. Hermes, "Once upon an Island." 

~seum of Art, Charles & 31st Sts., 8 p.m. 
Dec. 2 AN~APOLIS meetin~ to organize Christmas Count. Annapolis 

Public Library, 7 : 30 p.m. 
6 Harford Club monthly meetly. Movie, "Bob-whlte through the 

Year," at visual aids room, ABERDEEN High School, 8 p.m. 
ll SANDY POiH~T waterfowl hike. LA6ht & Redwood Sts., Balto., 8 S~m. 
14 FREDERICK Club monthly meetin6. 
16 BALTIMORE Club monthly meetly. Edwin M. Barry of Maryland 

Game and Inland Fish Commission. pratt Library, 8 p.m. 
18 Preliminary DENTON Christmas Count, Caroline County. 
24 DENTON Christmas Count (sponsored by Caroline club). 
24 TRIADELPHIA RESERVOIR christmas Count (Takoma, Baltimore, Fred'k). 
27 OCEAN CITY Christmas Count (all clubs). 
28 BLACKWATER and Elliott Island Christmas Count (all clubs). 
29 ST. MICHAELS Christmas Count (sponsored by Talbot Club). 
31 CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN Christmas Count (sponsor, Frederick club). 

Jan. 1 ANNAPOLIS Christmas Count (sponsored by Annapolis & Baltimore). 
2 POINT LOOKOUT Christmas Count, southern St. Marys County. 

O r  ou 


