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Letter to the Editors

Snow bathing in Common Ravens
Further to AI Sandiland's "Snow
Bathing Proves Fatal for American
Goldfinch" in Ontario Birds 10(2),
1992 (I add the following
observations) :

In his notes on the occasional
habit of snow bathing, Sandilands
mentions the Common Raven as one
species that practices this habit.
During the winter of 1991-92 at my
home near Evansville on western
Manitoulin Island, I have observed
ravens so engaged several times;
however, always in conjunction with
water bathing.

Near our farm house, there are
open springs where water springing
from the earth is always sufficiently
warm to keep these holes open all
winter, regardless of how low the
thermometer drops. Such holes prove
popular with many birds, year-round.
During winter, ravens bathe here
quite regularly.

Last winter, on several occasions
around noon, in late winter when it
was calm, bright, and very cold,
ravens left their bath in the water to
complete it in the snow banks along
the stream. With wings held ajar,
they immersed the breast in snow,
dipped both their head and shoulders
up and down, and generally thrashed
about much as they do when water
bathing.

What prompted such behaviour?
One thinks of thermal adjustments,
snow used as water blotters, effects
upon parasites, rituals (courtship and
otherwise), and more. Ordinarily,
most birds, including ravens, move
directly from the water to trees
nearby for preening. What was
different on these days?

I trust these observations will add
to the knowledge on snow bathing
among birds.

Doreen Bailey
Evansville, Ontario
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