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The Orange Bishop (

 

Euplectes franciscanus

 

) is a non-migratory ploceid from sub-Sa-
haran Africa, with a native range extending from east Senegal to central Kenya (Barlow
and Warcher 2006). Ploceids have black conical bills, and orange, red, or yellow plumage
contrasting with black (Craig 1980, 1992; Barlow and Warcher 2006). Species of the ge-
nus 

 

Euplectes

 

 have been widely introduced in other parts of the world such as Australia,
Japan, Portugal, Hawaii, Bermuda, and Spain, because of accidental cage-bird escapes,
and less frequent intentional releases (AOU 1998, Sol 2001, Christidis and Boles 2008,
Pranty in prep

 

.

 

). 
In the New World, populations of the Orange Bishop are known from the West In-

dian islands of Guadeloupe, Martinique, Jamaica, Hispaniola, and Puerto Rico (Moreno
1997, Lithner 2001, Raffaele et al. 2003). In North America, it was introduced in Cali-
fornia during the 1970s, only recently spreading to Phoenix, Arizona, and Houston,
Texas (AOU 1998, Gatz 2001, Roberson 2002, Witmer et al. 2007, HAS 2008). In Flor-
ida, reports are from Lee, Miami-Dade, Orange, Palm Beach, Pinellas, Sarasota, Semi-
nole, and Wakulla counties (Robertson and Woolfenden 1992, Pranty 1995, Pranty in
prep.).

Here I report the sighting of an Orange Bishop from southwestern Miami, Miami-
Dade County, Florida. This adult male in alternate plumage (Fig. 1) was photographed
16 October 1999, a day after the passage of Hurricane Irene. The black cap and face, and
orange chin and throat distinguished it from the similar Red Bishop 

 

E. oryx

 

, which has
a black chin and throat (Barlow and Warcher 2006). This constitutes the 10th record of
an Orange Bishop in Florida (Pranty in prep.).

Figure 1. A male Orange Bishop (Euplectes franciscanus) photographed in Mi-
ami-Dade County, South Florida, during the 1999 hurricane season. Note the
characteristic orange plumage reaching the chin. Photograph by Johanset
Orihuela.
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