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Chordei les minor sennet t i  i n  F lo r ida  

The f i r s t  record for F lo r ida  of a specimen of Chordei les minor sennetti, 

a subspecies of the Common Nighthawk, was publ ished by Mengel (Auk, 
68: 507), who "d iscovered"  the study sk in  i n  the co l lec t ions  of the U n i  - 
vers i ty  of Mich igan.  T h i s  specimen had been co l lec ted  i n  C l a y  Springs, 

Orange County, on 21 A p r i l  1896. 

T w o  more specimens of t h i s  subspecies were taken i n  Breward County 

during the autumn of 1972. The  f i rs t ,  a road k i l l  f rom Ft. Lauderdale, 

found on 14 October by  Roger Martz, f isher ies b io log is t ,  F lo r ida  Game and 

Fresh  Water F i s h  Commission, is  a female now i n  the Un ive rs i t y  of Miami  

Reference Co l lec t ions  (UMRC 7283). A second b i rd  (UMRC 7282 ), sex 

undetermined, found injured i n  Pompano Beach on 16 October, d ied i n  the 

custody of Mrs. Madelaine Menser. Iden t i f i ca t ion  of both specimens was 

confirmed a t  the Na t iona l  Museum of Natura l  H i s t o r y  by  John S. Weske. 

I  examined a n  add i t i ona l  and apporent ly unreported specimen of the 

subspecies i n  the co l lec t ions  of the Amer ican Museum of Natural H i s t o r y  

(AMNH 476887). T h i s  carr ies a Ro thsch i ld  Museum label .  Or ig ina l l y  

ident i f ied as C. m. chapman;-which it patent ly  does no t  resemble-the 

iden t i f i ca t ion  had been redesignated "C. m. sennett i?".  N o  c o l l e c t o r  i s  

speci f ied for t h i s  male b i rd  taken i n  H i l l sborough  County, 24 A p r i l  1897. 

C. m. senne t t i  breeds i n  the upper midwestern and nor thwestern areas 

of the Un i ted  States and adiacent  port ions of Canada (Check l i s t  of Nor th 

American B i rds .  1957. Amer ican Orn i tho log is ts '  Union, Bal t imore,  Md.). 

I ts  F lo r ida  status, based on the records c i ted  herein, is therefore tha t  o f  

an unusual spr ing or f a l l  migrant.  I suggest i t  i s  poss ib le  that  occurrence 

m y  be less  unusual than ind icated by  the records now a t  hand. N igh thawks  

are probably less w e l l  scrut in ized than most migrants ond, be ing  among 

the more d i f f i c u l t  t o  prepare as study skins, dead birds are no doub t  less 

apt t o  be ret r ieved than those of other migrants. 

Casua l t i es  of Nighthawk migrants should be care fu l l y  inspected for 

information concern ing th is ,  a s  w e l l  as  other, subspecies of the Common 

Nighthowk. 

I thank the B i r d  D i v i s i o n  of the Amer ican Museum of Natura l  H is to ry  

for the opportunity t o  examine specimens of Chordei les minor.-Oscar T. 
Owre, Department o f  B io logy,  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Miami, Cora l  Gables, F l o r i d a  

33 7 24. 




