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OBITUARY 
Alexander Sprunt, Jr. 

Alexander Sprunt Jr. ,  w a s  probably a s  wel l  known ornithologically in  
Florida a s  in  h i s  nat ive s t a t e  of Sout,h Carolina. He w a s  born on 16 January 
1898 a t  Rock Hil l ,  in  north-central South Carol ina,  but l ived a l l  excep t  the  
f i rs t  two years  of h i s  l i fe  in  Charleston,  where he p a s s e d  away on 3 Janu-  
ary 1973. 

Sprunt w a s  in Florida frequently from the  mid-1930fs, when he w a s  
appointed Supervisor of Southern Sanctuaries  of the National  Audubon 
Society,  through the 1960's .  He w a s  the f i rs t  Audubon Screen Tour l e c -  
turer to  v i s i t  our s t a t e .  H i s  enthusiasm in th i s  work h a s  never been excel led.  
Floridians will  a l s o  remember him well  for h i s  revision of Arthur Howel l ' s  
Flor ida Bird Li fe .  Spruntwas a prolific and versa t i l e  writer. He did a week- 
l y  nature column for many y e a r s  for the  Charleston News and Courier, 
contributed numerous no tes  and a r t i c les  t o  orni thologicaland other journals,  
and w a s  author of severa l  o u h t a n d i n g  books on birds. T h e  principal o n e s  
a re  Sout,h Carolina Bird Life  (with E .  Burnham Chamberlain),  The  Warblers 
of America (with Ludlow Griscom), and North American Birds of Prey.  It  
w a s  my pleasure t o  join with him in the  publishing of An Album of Southern 
Birds. 

It  w a s  a l s o  my good fortune t o  be with Alex on s e v e r a l  unforgetable 
excurs ions  t o  south Florida - t o  the Keys,  Lake  Okeechobee,  the sou th-  
wes t  c o a s t ,  and various par t s  of the Everglades.  Once when we  hired a n  
old Seminole guide and had gone deep  into the 'Glades  our guide s tayed  
away from camp and  got l o s t ,  but we found him after considerable  searching 
i n  our rented jeep. On another s t a y  in  t h e  'Glades  we s a t  one afternoon with 
several  Indians in a ch ickee  - a l i t t l e  open struct,ure of cypress  po les  
with a thatched roof of palmetto fronds. The  weat,her w a s  warm and t h e  
biting f l i es  were f ierce.  While Alex and I were swatt,ing in  a l l  direct,ions, we 
noticed that  t h e  Indians were not bothered a t  a l l .  Lat,er I asked  Alex why 
t h i s  s t range s i tua t ion ,  and he  just shook h i s  head. I don't  t,hink Alex ever  
figured i t  out ,  and neither have I. 

Alex Sprunt w a s  a t  h i s  b e s t  a s  a s tory te l ler .  T h i s  w a s  revealed t o  
me f i r s t  and most impressively a t  the 1937 AOU convent,ion in Charleston,  
where I w a s  among g u e s t s  a t  h i s  home and a t  private gat,herings of smal l  
groups of mutual f r iends.  T h e  mood w a s  a lways  jovial when he w a s  on hand. 

Sprunt joined t h e  American Ornithologists '  Union in 1923,  became a n  
Elec t ive  Member in  1936,  and a Fe l low i n  1950. In 1954 he w a s  awarded the  
honorary degree of Doctor of Sc ience  by Davidson College,  having at tended 
t,hat inst i tut ion just  short of four years  before h e  en l i s ted  in  the U.S. Navy 
in 1918. 
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Alexander Sprunt, Jr. ,  i s  survived by h is  wife, Margaret, a daughter, 
Jean ,  and a son,  Alexander Sprunt, IV,  who is following in h i s  illustrious 
father 's  footsteps.  "Sandy" i s  particularly well  known to  Floridians inter- 
es ted  in ornit,hology and in conservation in general ,  having made h is  home 
in t,he Keys for many years .  

Conservat ionists  in the Southeast have los t  a s taunch standard bearer 
with the passing of Alexander Sprunt, Jr. Samuel A. Grimes, 4627 Peachtree 
Circle, E., Jacksonville, Florida 32207. 




