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IT 1 S CHRISTYJ\.S AGAIN 

REACHING 
OVER 

375 
BANDERS 

EVERY MONTH 

Vo 1. 6, Fo • 12 

Not alone do the birds fly, - but months fly by, too. It hardly aJlpears 
possible tha t it is time for jolly St. Nick to visit us all .again, yet it is so. 
Here we ar ,~, closing out our sixth volume, with 1944 just around the corner. 

Remarkable as this may seem to many of us, we bow to the Western Association 
who will start their 19th vol~J.j!H' and to the Inl31ld Associntion, with fl, list of 15 
volumes completed. As 11 the b8.by 11 of this trio of bird bandin-?; 11 news-1Ptters 11 it is 
our intention 11 to be good", despite youthful tendencies to accent "the sillier side 
of things". 

With this issue we h2,ve learned t o Say 11 ne-as 11 without stumbling over it. 
Thanks to our many members, their help a.nd ;pat ience, we are gro ,x ing up . •rye Ed 11 hopes 

·i the is<>ues .of ~he past 12 months hEwe been Wflll' thy of the mem·oer 1 s attention. In send
ing ym.'., one ~ d all, hi·.s most cordial Chr istm.o:>.s greetings, a better, a brighter and 

! possibly a bigger volume is planned. f ol' 19lJ4. 

BAl-IDilTG NOlviE !'TCLATUR:::: SHOULD ?.~ S'l'A!,JDARIZED 

The use of banding terms has been sufficiently misleading 'b,• some ba nders 
as to make definitions o f standardized term~ nec~s ar-y . It is etHs t!lr.tir:tl thr-.t all 
banders adopt the se t e rms, as cl.efined, . tha t their rcacords are comJ?ataoble . One bander 
bandct1 a bird in December and .retrapped. it in Fe'b~ru.F.l/t'\• , rep orting it as e. 11 re tru.trt 11 : 

it we.s a rep eat~ Other banders are co!1f1.'.s ed when l:'epo:r.t:i.ng poreent .g~ r 0turns , or by 
other expressions. 

The~c.h~s been no one defini t e term si gnifying that a bander has trapped a 
bird. bandod. ;..lsewhore; for that circumstonce the term "RESCUE'' is h ero ': i th suge;ested. 

Tho folJ.owing bandi:1g terms and. (lefin.i tiqns aro the directions and expla.n
,ations of Mr. Frede rick C, M.hcoln, in chD.r .s(;l of Mit;ratory Bird Inve sti ::~;ations, Fish 
and Wildlife Service:-

BEGULAR BANDDG:. (Banding) - The use of numbered Service bands qnly. 

COLOR BANDING: - Color band or bands used yri th Service b1CnsJ, (For usc 011ly in special 
' studie~) 

REPEAT: - A re-trap within the s~:;e sea.rJOn, (S,J.mmer, wint e r or migra tion ~period), of 
a bird that obviously or rJossiblo hai ·been in the viGinity of the station 
(radius of 5 miles) since it wc:,s t.r <'')'Jed in that same season. It may have 

--



Banding Nomenclature Should be Standardized Continuod. 

been banded durin:'.'; a previous season, but had been trapped before d.uring the season 
when class eel as a Repeat. 

RETIDU1:- Re-trop at the station of banding after the l~pse of a migration season. 
Some pe1~sons call this a 11 st r-~ tion return 11 , but the one word will suffice. 
SIGHT. RETURNS, that is of colored banded birds, should IJe re)orted as such. 

RECOVERY:- -The' recapture by any means, t:i:'e.p [J ing, shooting or finding, at a point · 
distant from the banding station. These records usually reach the bander 
from the Washington office. Banders should not employ the term 11Return" to 
these records. 

RESCUE:~ The tra-p·. ing by a bander of a bird which was banded b~r some other bander. 

RE1'URN PERCENTAGE:- The percent of bi'rcls of a given species, or of all species, banded 
at a sta~ion that return thoro 'co in succec:;sive seasons. In·· calculating such 

' ' ·~ , ' ' 

percentages, bandings of the current seo.son should, . of courso, be excluded. 
Indivicl.u.al cases may be expressed as Returns- I ( t .h<::>se which return. the first 
year after banding): Return-'II (those which return two years after banding). 

' . 
RET1JRN RATIO-:- Tho r a tio of returning banded birds, of one· or all 'species, to the· 

totnl numbcir ·of ·bird·s •. of .9ne 'or DJ,l species, bapded. at tho s.tLl.tion durirtg 
a current ·ye c\.r or seas;on. Thi~ should not be confus,ed with "Return· !Pbrcent~ 
age":, :' . 

The record files at Washine; ton classify all . "Returns"• 11 Recovorics 11 and 
"Rescue"S 11 as returns~ m'eaning usoRblc data. For. any special 11nalysis these gro1..1.ps arc 
considered rwparatciy. ~-'his should. b1ways be done, repor,tin~; the groups separ ately~ 
in .. an;;r publication. 

Harold B. i'Tood:, M.D. 
Harrisburg, Fenno. • 

.. 
NO'i1ES· ON ':'HE SCARL:E'I TANAGER 

R mond: T, Fuller of Jrinto :c~ t or; , N.Y. wr Hca: 1101 ring thr,:o sc1"'sons I have 
caught ScarlGt 1.ra n.':'.q;ers in o"':'orhead ·.\. r a11s ( top-o:Qori.ing?) by · ·nsi~1 s r eo. cherries as '\)p it 

in cherry s eason .. · Tho nes t ling s ap 102 .1: to be . ei t h or unu.sur·lly precocious or ·eaoily 
st[l.rtle:d fr0m 'nests, or, due to·· · :: ho ~l~ e·t chy char f;I.Ctor of m9.st no.s t s, a ro .frequon;tl y 
tossed out, by nirid; because, durin '; tho past 10 y ears, I h av e found Cj:t-lite n nunibe :i:' of 
these nestling s. Usually they are unabl e to fly n.t a ll, but lus t il ~r cr.lliw , a nd ably 
hustlin.·~; alont; tho ground and th1·ouGh th o:y.nderbrush. · Hp.vc o t he rs 11o t ;.cm'l. this? 

. . 
On: Aug. 10, 1 4i, both\w wiie add myself' tried. to l~c~to ~ho insistent dis

tress call of a nostlin:<S bird fo1~ ovor nn hou:r, within o, circle 100 ft. in ditl.rncter, 
at times being sure t he bird w<~s li:lgh ove rhead, .on ·th~ gl1'ound, ~n waist-hi;:;h .bushes;· 
etc., only,. after c; iving it up, d~foat od', finally to see this tiny fli •;ht'loss TariagL~ r 
nestling 2 ft. from t he g~'onnd in c.h o vory cent er of the area we had. s .J[\rchod. Never 
h <:we I known more compl e tely b :• ffl in,~; ventrilo quism. ,.This . no.B~l in:; ~ b:mdcd, , ,~;a£ . th€n 
put : in a 4-cell Potter, and i t.s mothe r c a-p tured 5 minu tes l a t er, \'!hilo bringint;: it 
food. ••• Now, one ye a r b .ter, Aug . 15, 1 42, .an nlmost iden.tic <"' l p rocoGdint,' \-u:ts: .r o.pcafed. " 
within 50 ft. bf the previous t3pot; a nother flightle'ss nestling loca tocl in a small 
bush was bm1ded, ·9l acod in the sonw trap am'l. its mo t her ca:~! tured.---She was the same 
female banded here in 19411 Therefore, it v.ro'\.lld seem that f omale to.n(:'.~ors .. choose· tho .· 
breeding areo.· ·o'c t his pair were mnted for mo·r·e 'than one season. :· · · · · ·. 

. .. 



LANTERn SALES HAVE BEEN VERY GOOD 

~ 

In the Oct. issue, an item was carried regardinG a bird winter feeding 
gadget, called a lTBird Saving La,.ntern 11 • It is a pl,eatrt.l:,re, ,to ·tepcirt·. thc.\t both EB:aA 
and INLAND As·sociat ions have qe~p inst:<·umentol in selHnB· .. <'li goodly number of these 

!. little 11Lanterns 11 • By such· .. .Saies the treasuriel;l of. the re.spective assocj.ations de
rive some. ass i stance throu~· commissio ns . ·As of Dec, ;t.st !iJ.BBA h ad sold ~-3 r!La nterns" 
and INLA)ID had sold 6. These figures are given for the record a nd are not meant as 
a compar a.ti ve comparison. EB:l3A 1 s thap. -~ - go - pat.tic:ulp.rly t o Prof . a11d Mrs. D~ t.on 
St'o ner df Alb ahy , N. Y. who have been" '~specially c.oopc.rative and have sent i ~ several 
orders •. · :Or. Harold B. Wood of Harrisburg 1 Pa., and his :_. friend, Hal H. Hm~riso n , 
President .of tl-le A11dubon Society of Western Penns~rlvania; have also caused many orders 
to come our way. On _behCl~lf of . ,~.}lT association; our th~w~s go to eyer;)7 ,b8'.nder who has 
helped with this projec't • . Vle might add th r;,_t there are still a few more rtlanterns" 
available. 

· 'V[herl. thinking of our troasu1·y, it should be ment~oned: ~hat this month is 
the anri,,1al: riducs collection month 11 • Treasurer, "Bob" Unc:~emah _.a,lroady has tho -membo;. 
ship bflls: .in tho mail • .It is re o,uostod that all members t :eko c8.rc of this little . 
matter ~p:r.-6mptiy, so th,~t ;)rour officers can pla n ,for 19~-4 and be ,a:ssured 'tha t the 
necessary' funds' will oe· o'n 'hand to carr~' out the plans. · 

"JOEII HICKEY n.AS WRITTEN THE BOOK ... 
. .·H.a il cd with' ac'i i~h. t.· · by ovor~rone interested in bi r P, s , the Oxford' Urti VO"rs i t jr 

Pre s·s h as j us t · :publis);lbd t w first American "book to desc:ri be tho modoj:n o.rt : of bird. 
Wl:l~t-bM. ~~ by _ Jo se·~~;{ J •. ~i ck~w . ~h·. Hi ckey is a momb.cr of EBB.!\. and a formur ·o ffice~ o•f 
our ?\G 'SO <Ji ~~ i on . HA GU IDE TO BIRD WATCHI1JG 11 is a 11must 11 b~ok . for eve:-:·y bD,ildbr. Aqout 
onc- 'six'ti:). b'f tho contents specifically l')l!?rtains to banding but the Vlholo 2G2. piig~s 
w'ill b(r fouhd helpful to [~11 . 'banders. Lack of space prevents us from toll inc:; you·: how 
really worthwhil e this book i's. It is certain that many :revicwn will np1;o D.r in the 
quartc1·lios doing justice t:O M1·. Hicke~r 1 s book vor-y s9on. Tho proof n:r ~;, pu.dding·is 
iri tho oating tht~r say; 2.11cl with a book,.--- well, horc is how you Ol"Llur it: ::11.A: ,,, · 
Guid.o to Bi:rd Vla tchint;.n J3~r Josoph ·J. HickeY,• Illuc. by Frances Loo Jacques, ' 0:;:.:..·, : 
ford University Pr ess, '114 Fifth Avo.; ·~row York, 11, N. Y. $3.50 

:. : .. 1 • • •• 

·. TWO MORE RESCUES 
• I 

. Al'bort ~. Clatt. o1~burg, Jr., of Washington, D. C., writes, rfBJ_uo .Jay, No. 
39-367320; bandocl Aug. 3, 1940 at Mont· .. ple, N. J. b~r the late Carl .\.. Pedersen, was 
trapped by mo. hero in. tho most excellent condition on Hay 1, 1943. Prosurn;·,b'ly :· 
this Blue Jay met a southern be'ilo when wintering here and. stayed on. 11 Shades of 
01 1 Blac~. :: Joel To think that we doubted th;,~t M.ockingbirds, wanclcring U]J north ho:r'o·•· 
whistle "I wish I \'(aS in Dix'ie. rr 

I " •.' . 
Rich L'.rd Fischer of Flushing , L. I., N. Y. writ0s, UI c q.u gl: t an adult malo 

Catbird No, 41-l2~.l.l58·--horc on Hovemb<.::r 21st, 11 This Catpitd was bar'ld.od as an imma:tm-0 
at 11Ye Ed' srf station oh·August 13th, 1941. This bird must bo a 11 ruge;od indiVi(h.wl 11 

and immune to all southern blandishments. Mr. Fischer, being one of those very 
eligil;lle bacP,olors could not ,be OX:'(:lOCt ocl to advise the poor bird, but if 11Yo Edn ovor 
gcts'.'his han:ds _cin. him D.t-;ai:o,, M:r •. ·Co:tbird wHl bo tolcl where to be tn November ... . · n ; ·· 

'· . 
1 

·_, 'M.r: ant.1 ~ r s . Mrucolrn.'Lo;ch o·f Penn. Yan, N, Y. report . .an all-tL;w high for· 
t heir'' .~t[tio h~ So ;('o.r they' have btu,1ded 1 , 50l.f for tho c r-:1.lcndn.r yo .':'l.r o.ml caw;ht 15Y 
White-throats . Thi s l a s t figure i s .mo1•e t h..:m their g:rMd tot.o.l for t h is spocios 
t f:!.kon du;ri ng t ho :puG t f i ve . yo q.rs . , i. . ' 



COMMEUTS bN GEORGIA SWIFT M 1IDING'' 

In EB:SA .. for Feb., 1943, I: not .. ed. wHh i r.:~terest tha't _Ra,.ymo nGl. J . FleetwooO. in 
trapping Chirimey Sv1:i.fts during the fall· of '191+2 at Maco·n , "Ga., had t aken. 3 ii.'t,~.di '<iidua1s 
which we banded _at Memphis, Tenn. One was b~n¢ted. here' Sept. 22 , 194o , anothQ·r on . 

. Oct. 18, 1941. The' tnil'd, No. 41-441_~ , .was tenta:tively cre,di,te'd t o us . r.t haplJens 
that this 'bird ,Yas banded at Memphis on "Sep t • . 26 , 1'943., by Fr'al'lkiin 1cCame .. r , Mrs . 
Coffey, and other Tennessee Ornithological . S'o~Cie ty mf:lmber.s , wJlO' tr~p-ped a flock :o;f' 
about 24CO ·swifts wnile the writer was at .Ft; Bragg, J\1 .• C. , 1.kCamey and t hose whci 
COUlcl StEJ.Y 1 f01Dd it an a.ll day job 1 so' u·· is not knoV';n when this' p a.rticular bird WB.S 

rele md, b'lit 2. day.s later it went dovlri _a. chimney at Macon, Ga." On the following 
morn i ng , Sept. 29, 19lt~, Mt.' Fleetwood found and recorded its presence. This is an 
air-line di st'ance of :about 4oo miles. 

One other Hem})his banded S'.':ift has been retrapped in Geor1:3ia. 36-87505, 
banded Oct. 8, 1936, was trapped and released May 13, 1941 at Milled:::;eville 1Jy i'Ii ss 
Mabel T, Ro ~~e1·s. In remaining E:SBA tex-ritory there aro casua.l. records fr.um North 
Carolina to. Netv York, with proj_Jortio natcly more in the N.ortheci'storn terri to'ry. 

-Lt. Ben B. Coffey, Jr:, o.c·.s. 1, Dep t. of Tactics, F't'." Sill, m::la_~ 

HORE li!:'I:VTS ABOUT THE V/HITE-~'HROATS 
. ' 

We are happy to say th:,.t (lata on White-throats continues to arrive to add 
the collection of records. Raymond Fleetwood of Round Oak, Ga. trt:l.'~Yped his first 
White-throat of the season on 'Nov. 13, when he banded. 2 and another on the following 
day. He would have had 2 more out a Screech Owl got in his trap at the same time 
and ate 2 Whit .e-:chroats. He,first saw thGm around. 'on Oct. 12. ChandlerS. Robbins 
of Bow'ie, MU., r~ports tha t thc~.r have tr2.p~)ed 574 new . o,nes up to Nov. 1 5 th~ Nirio re
turns were taken from };revious years. Most of those roturns arc belie:v:od· to he 
wintering birds o.nd it i.G i;ntercst int;; to note tl:iat .a ser.i'os of 6 bandocl within a few 
days o'f ea.ch other all returned. 'Rev . Bs.echl.e of Coll'c~o;evill o , Ind.~ mentioned 1)1 a 
previous .is su-e, now report$ .'213 ncv1 Vih i to-thro a ts 'bem'dod between Oct. lst and Nov. 
3r:"d 1 1943. Selah .Lest ·e~ of ;Blast Hni'!r9ton, 1. 'I., ' N. Y., wr.it~s·, 11 Th c.; rn•o-9ing into 
Whi te-tb.roa,t history helped me ,·--It d.rovo 21.f into my trB.p.E ,--m'ore of_ thcim here during 
a few da~rs in October 'than ·eve'r bofor'e. 11 . l!ote 't~'li's curr'oht tot'cl is f~ur times the 
number kken b~r Mr. Lest or during 'ti,-1l) l a s_t 3 seasons. 

New additions to tho .list. of bo.ndings roporto~ in the 2 previous 1s:mos: 
• ~ • I . 

:Sander 

Daniel 
George 
Albert 

'· ' 

Smiley, .1r~. 
Dock, Jr. 
E. Clattenburg, 

Jr. 

Place o'f :Sarid.irig · 

Mohonk Lake; 1~ . Y. 
Sc~rsdale, N. Y. 
Washington, D. c. 

Total brought for1~ard from' l'To·v. is'suo' 

Seasons 

6 approx. 

3 

1-1\lrnbcr Ruturri.s 
4 •• r ~ 

760 0 
363 J.. ":" X 
64 1 

2~ ,1 28 230 
23 , 335 

,j 

·:.232 .. 

X - i'Ir. Dock· lists B' 'ret~'rns, bu t 7 of thos e are in tho N0 vomb or to F6.b
ruary or December ,td '~iarch blp.sB, n.ncl P,ro '.not listed here n.s such returns h<we not 
been considered as true re ·hirh.s in lJrc\rioU:s listings.· It· is possible that some of 
these did migrate Fl.nd :pa s s th:roW;l~. t ho stat~on go inc; l.)oth north and south, but it 
seems more pl a1,.wabl c t hat t:l.'ll ,•ti n torod \v i t ~liJ'l tho · ~·om o gori:crA.l ·arGa :wi L dn a few . • 
miles of tho station. Whil e Wh.:Lt a- throats '.fWl)onr ·OC!'.rcc thorcribou,ts i l1 mi d ... winter., 
his records chow thi.:. t ·he h E),s lw.ci. t _! om ont or hl o tr~p in· ovutY .inont h fr o October· to 
May. · · · · · · 



... 
NEWS OF THE :BIRD BANDERS 

Stanley Grierson of Katona}l~ N. Y,, in,jured his back while in service and 
has received an honorable discharge, He returned home in August and he looks forward 
to employment in a museum just as soon. as he completely recovers. 

P. K. Garland of Demarest, l~ J., also lcnovrn as Patrick "Skeets" Keohan 
Garland. has also returned home with an honorable discharge from the service, He is 
already· d.o il,¥: .a little banding and EBRA hopes that it vron 1 t be long before he hits 
his 11old' band.i."ilg stri.de" • . . ' 

Selah Lester of East Hampton, L. I~, N, Y., reports ·· big flight of Blue
btrds passing by his 'place on Oct. 31st. He writes: "Hundreds of them all de.;y,.--
never saw a flight of them like this before 11 • Jesse V~ Miller of Manhasset, (a:rY:;rox • 

. t 50 miles further east), Blso reports a. la.rge flight of them passing him about the 
sa:~ne time• 

I 

I ' ' 

JUNCOS. 111JMEROUS THIS YEAR ... WATCH THEIR BILLS 

.·According tQ reports from several banders there was a big Octobc,: flight of 
Jun¢b.'9 this yea:r.. :·Selah Lester of East Har;1~0ton reportecl hundreds present Dnd had 
banded 30 by Nov. 8th;; 30 miles west of Lest,fc!' 1 

11Ye Ed" t:ro.ppod B3 and a return from 
last year'by.}iov. 18th,- 4 times as many as the total teken last year. Jess Miller 
ti.t Maimas'set ·20 miles· further west e.lso reports this species vet'y nuJ!lorous with a. 
lal;'ge number banded~ Another report from R- T. :i!'uller of Tiintel"ton• N~ Y., dated Nov. 
5th states: . · 

11At dusk tod.ay I had banded my 66th ~tunco for this l'Etll.' s trapping. Am 
being much puzzled on border case;. between Imme.ture (191+3 nestlings) and late moulted 
8.dults (pre-194.3) females. I •;:rondor if I 1 ve hit upc.n a dist:i.n~;uishing mark for Autumn 
immatures, I think I no tico that spcci ;ens wi1ich ap:tJear most as if ther mic.,ht be 
Autumn-immatures have the L.qper mandibl0 vrhiter (altho its ti:n is ahmys black) Adult 
male and females alwa~rs seem to have solid dark upper mnndtble, U 

The color of tho bills of Starlinc;s :i.s a fair·, but not certain key to tho 
ago and sex of :,tarline;s, Possibly such a clue may act siuiliarl~r rrith Juncos. It 
would that Mr. F11.llor is on tho verge of an important discovery which will enable us 
all to know more about the birds ne aro bandin:'~· Will all banders ho.ndlin~ this 
species note tho color of tho me.ndibles of those birds, particularlJ' tho browner ap
pearinp; individne.ls and write Mr. Fuller, An ndu.l t malo banded 'Nov, 6,•4? r. turned 
to 11Ye Edt s" sk,t ion Nov, 18, 1 43 hacl a solid dark rrpper mandible, 

BELI~V~ IT OR NOTl 
,. .... ~ ~ 

Roy VTilco~c of Speonk, L. I., H~ Y. reports a Catbi:rd visiting hin d~~ily on'·' 
Nov. 6th. Ee also spoe.ks of two others drownint; in a rain barrel on his ]?lace this 
summer. One Catbird vm.s banded by him six ~roo.rs ago., •••• Dick Fisc]"or of Lindenhurst~ 
L. I., N.Y. reports a Ba.lti.more Oriole Nov. 3rd, .[ps s v. Miller rq:10rts 'b.and.int; 2 
Purj:)lo Fiachos, one a full gronn malo, bandocl Oct, 6 th; , •• fi rs t finches he hn.s seen 
at Manhasset, 1. I., N.Y. and first in 1,700 bircLs bc•.ndod. R. T, Fulhr of V!inter
ton, H. Y. on Nov, 1st reports 4 Evcnin,g GrosboD.ks, tho first record in 11 yo<''rs •.•. , 
Ho'.·tard Mahnken of Lo.mborvillo, N, J. writes: 11Whilo attending a Jerse~r Teachors 1 con .... 
vention in New York I walked thru Contral Pn.rk Zoo and stopped to lo ·k e>.t tho sea 
lions. A sign roo~uosted the public not to throw things into tho pool as a soo. lion 
died le"st Mal."Ch S '.rith stones, ke~;·s, a flashli:;ht bulb, cmd 1() and behold D. Mrd band 

, in his 11 tummy 11 • Tho band numb..::r rm.s 36-720597. ~Phi!;i wo.s placed on a Black Duck 
caught 11 by hand" nt "New York Ci t;}r 11 1/H!./39 b~r Donald VT~rlie now in tho service. 
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