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NEST RECORD CARD PROGRAM 
By David B. Peakall 

I would like to start by thanking all those members of the Eastern 
Bird Banding Association who have already contributed to our Nest Record 
Card Program. Basically, our program is very simple. The observer com
pletes a card for each active nest found and returns the completed cards 
to us for analysis. Two points should be made; first, records of common 
species are the most important since a large number of records are needed 
for analysis, and, second, that records which have more than one visit 
are much more valuable than those which have only a single visit. 

Why a nest record card program? Our basic objective is to provide 
a central clearing house for the collection and distribution of informa
tion on the breeding biology of birds. Any serious researcher, amateur 
or professional, can use the information collected by the Nest Record 
Card Program. All we ask is that you give us a brief outline of the pro
posed work so that we can see if our data is appropriate and also so that 
we can prevent overlap of investigations. The cost of print-out of the 
data, normally a few dollars, is the responsibility of the investigator. 
A brief acknowledgement is requested in any published study. 

Our program covers the United States but in some areas records 
should be sent to regional programs who will subsequently loan us the use 
of the cards for punching the data onto computer. These areas area 

Alaska Nest Record Card Scheme - Department Biological Science 

Detroit Audubon Bird Survey 

University of Alaska 
College, Alaska 99701 

- Mrs. Neil T. Kelley 
Detroit Audubon Society 
3681 Forest Hill Drive 
Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 48013 

Florida Nest Record Card Program-Dr. Glen E. Woolfenden 
Department of Zoology 
University of South Florida 
Tampa, Fla. 33620 

Illinois Nest Records Program - Dr. John R. Paul 
Illinois State Museum 
Springfield, Ill. 62706 

Kansas Breeding-bird Survey - Dr. R. F. Johnson 
Museum of Natural History 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence , Ka. 66044 
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Maryland Nest Record 

EBBA NEWS - Vol. 34, No. 4 

Progru - Mr, Danny Bystrak 
Maryland Ornithological Society 
4915 Greenspring Avenue 
Baltimore, Md, 21209 

In other areas, I urge all those banders who find nests to write 
to Nest Record Card Program, Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker 
Woods Road, Ithaca, New York 14850 for cards and instructions, 

We are interested also in past records and in the case of large 
blocks of data, we are prepared to transfer the information if the ob
server will loan us the original notebooks, 

We are running the program for the birders of this country, In 
that sense, it is your program, it needs the widest support to obtain 
enough data and unless it is used, our efforts in supplying this service 
will have been in vain, 

--Nest Record Card Progru, Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker 
Woods Road, Ithaca, New York 14850, 

* • * 

EBBA PHOTO CONTEST 

In 1962, EBBA held a photo contest and as a result we've had am
ple illustrative material for some time. Now, our files are once more 
empty, so another contest will be held. 

The entry period will be from receipt of this issue until Decem
ber Jl, 1971, All entries received will become property of EBBA and 
they are not returnable, If published, they will be credited, From all 
those received, a total of four photos will be selected and this selec
tion is based on quality, artistic merit as well as the amount of trou
ble you went through, to obtain the photo, Shots of hand-held birds are 
NOT eligible, You may photograph anything related t o birdsor bird-banding, 
From these four photos, all of which will be published as honorable men
tions, one will be selected as the picture of t he year, The photographer 
will receive a prize consisting of 3 - 12 Meter /le'' mesh polyester EBBA 
mist nets OR $25,00's worth of traps ordered fr om Walter K, Bigger, 

To enter, send us one or more~~ white or color photos 
(prints accepted~) of .!!. 1!.!,il 5"x7" size, Pl.ease do not write 
on the backs, but encl ose a note with pertinent comments. Ple ase wrap 
them carefully so that they are not bend in shiµnent, (Mail to~) 

The jutlges are s Mr, Emil J, Berger (Pres ident, EBBA), Mr, Don.ald 
S, Heint zelma.n (curator of Orni thology, New Je rsey State Museum), Dr , 
Donald M, Cooper (Professor, Cit y Colleg e of New York) and Frederick 
S, Schaeffer (Editor, EBBA), Thee peopl e are all amateur photogra
phers and bird banders as well, They are not el.igible to enter the 
contest however. 

----- -SUPPORT E,B,B,A&---SUPPORT EBBA Nll>ISI--SEND US YOUR PRIZE PICTURE! 

A ff antic Flgwag Re"iew 
Edited by Bruce Adams 

Region IV of Atlantic Flyway Review consists of five stations, all 
in New Jersey. These are Island Beach, Mariedor, Ship Bottom, Cape May, 
and Stonybrook Watershed, 

Two of these stations had negative reports for 1970, George Hitch
ner has informed us that as far as he knows there was virtually no ban
ding at Cape !May Point this year (other than raptors, that is, Ed,) It 
is very unfortunate to see this station close down as it is in one of the 
most important ornithological areas of New Jersey. The banding area near 
the Lighthouse is, in a very real sense, the original and oldest Operation 
Recovery Station. It was here that the late Seth Low, former Chief of the 
Bird Banding Laboratory, and a team of banders did the pioneering work in 
coastal mist netting in the early 1950's which provided a stimulus for the 
O.R. program, Following Seth's death in 1960, George Hitchner has faith
fully headed the O,R, station at the Point with only limited help. It 
would be a shame to see this j.mportant station closed permanently and 
hopefully some handers can be induced to revive it, 

John and Mary Schmid have informed me that they were unable to do 
any banding at Mariedor this year, largely because they were in the pro
cess of moving from their home in Connecticut to settle permanently at 
Mariedor. We look forward to hearing from them next year and wish them 
the best of luck in their new home, 

ISLAND BEACH, NEW JERSEY - Katherine G, Price 

The Island Beach Station was in operation, during autumn migration 
1970, from 26 July thru 8 November with banding taking place on 71 days, 
An adequate sampling of birds was acquired, by banding primarily from 
dawn to noon, of 6621 birds of 162 species in JJ47 net hours. This is 197 
birds per net hours x 100. 

There were 4 recoveries, 56 returns and 222 repeats, An important 
repeat was 108)-74879 Common Tern. Banded as a Local by William E, Savell 
in our 10 minute grid, on lJ July 1970, Green band on left leg and F,W. 
band on right leg, Handled on 27 Sept, by D. & R, Foy. Released, 

The recoveries were as follows-
796-0J88J Herring Gull, Banded as a Local, 25 June 1970 by Darrel Ford at 
Captree State Park, N,Y,, Picked up alive on ocean beach and given to K, 
Price on JO August 1970, After it rested was released on bay shore and 
it flew off. 
75-07166 Swamp Sparrow, Banded as AHY-U by J,R.Cohen at Atlantic Beach, N.Y, 
9 Aug 1968, Netted by K, Price in Net Lane A-10 on 18 Oct 1970, Released, 
122-94091 American Redstart. Banded by Mrs, E,F. Andrews at Mothball Pines, 
3½ miles Southwest of Nantucket, Mass, on 7 Sep 1970 as a HY-U. Netted by 
Yernthn Rossman in Lane A-13 on 13 Sep 1970, Released 
125-10221 Brown Creeper, Banded as HY-U at Manomet, Mass, by MBO Personnel 
on 19 Oct 1970, Netted by R.P. Yunick on 28 Oct,1970 in Lane A-7,Released, 




