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From this point on, our occasional research with a return post
card (enclosed in EBBA News) reveals a member in California has recei
ved his issue in 4-6 days, while a member in Pennsylvania may not re
ceive his issue for 10 days, Local members (in this N.J, area) some
times do not receive their issue for 5-7 days, As Third Class Mailing 
our publication is delivered at the opt i on of the i ndividual postman! 
(A quick check at the annual meetin~ revealed that some 15 of th e@ 
90 members in attendence had not receive d their Mar ch- April issue ye ti 
it was mailed@ April 12th. Editor)If i t is that time of the month 
when many magazines are in the mails, it will take much longer, If 
you "cue" your postman to the fact that it has to do with your banding 
activities--it might receive priority. Only First Class designation 
would move EBBA News faster, The Editor and Ruth have discussed this 
at length but found the cost too steep, It would mean an additional 
increase in the dues, 

We hope this article will help the members to realize what goes 
on behind the scenes of EBBA NEWS before it arrives at its destination, 

--Christopher and Ruth J, Rose, 98 Lopez Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey 
07009 

* * * 

TO MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR MAGAZINE 

12 CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS WITH EBBA NEWS . , , , -- ------
About four to six weeks before you change your address, please 

drop a note in the mail (or POD FORM 3578) to the EDITOR, 

Send all address changes to1 

Eastern Bird Banding Association 
Post Office Box 3295 
Grand Central Station 
New York, New York 10017 

PLEASE 

NOTIFY 

ml!B. 
PUBLISHER . . . 

It is not necessary to notify the Treasurer or any other officer 
because the editor is in constant touch with all concerned and will prompt
ly pass the information on,,, Perhaps this will make ~t less cumbersome 
for you.,,, 

Thank Youl 
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Many banders have found the published material on the identifica
tion of the Empidonax flycatchers cumbersome and time consuming to use 
in the field. For the past several years we have used the following out
line which gives a quick reference and comparison of the bare essentials 
for Empidonax identification or processing. It combines the information 
from Robbins, Eastern Empidonax Fl ycatc hers , 1959, and Phillips, Howe, 
Lanyon, I entification of the Fl catc hers of Eastern Nort h Amer i ca wit h 
Special Emphasis on the Genus Empi don ax, Bird-Banding , 37 1 153-17 1 , 19 , 

Definitions have been omitted (except for Formula B) to save space, 
Those characters which did not contribute to differentiation between spe
cies were also omitted. (For example1 the 6th primary of the Yellow
bellied Flycatcher can be notched, slightly notched, or not notched; both 
species in B. have the 10th primary longer than the 5th,) 

Notation used, ~ reads less than or equal to, 

;,s reads greater than or equal to, 

EMPIDONAX FLYCATCHERS 

YELLOW- BELLIED FLYCATCHER 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 

Empido nax flaviventris 
Empidonax virescens 
Empidonax traillii 
Empidonax minimus 

TRAILL 1 3 FLYCA'l'CHER 
LEAST ~'LYCATCHER 

AOU 463 
AOU 465 
AOU 466 
AOU 467 

Generic charact ers: Small, usually silent, flycatch ers with wing 
bars and promi nen t eye rin g an d wi th relat iyely long tarsus. 
Before proceed ing with i dentif icat ion mak e sure the bird is 
not a Wood Pewee or a \'/hi te-ey ed Vireo. Pewee tars i measure 
12 to 14 mm,; Empidonax, gener ally 15 to 1 8, Pewee win g is 
generally 75 mm. or more and i s br owner th an any Empid onax. 
Vireos bite; flycatchers do not. 

Di s tinction of AGE: 
I mmature--wid e buffy win g bars, 
Adult--narrow white win g bars. 

Di st i n ction of SPECIES : 
A. 13ack brownis h and throat white (or grayish): 

{ 

(1) 6th primary always notched. j 
(2 ) Tail notched, 

1 ( 3 ) 10th primary~ 5th primary, 
(4) Bill~ 5, 5 mm across nostrils. 
(5) \tin g <'. 69 mm (One sample 57-67) 

Tail rounded-,-

LE.AST 

{

(l) 
( 2 ) 

2 (3 ) 
(4) 
( 5 ) 

6th primary not notched. } 

l Oth primary~ 5th primary, TRAILL I S 
Bill~ -5,5 mm across nostrils, 
Wing "7 63 mm (One sample 63-74) 



144 Key to Eastern Empidonax Flycatchers 

B. Back greenish and throat washed with yellow: 

cl) 
Formula B~5.00 mm. -\ 

1 (2) Mouth orange, 
J 

YELL0\\1-BELLrnD 
(3) ',ling 60-69 mm. 

f (1) Formula B?:; 6. 00 mm. 

) 2 \ ( 2) Jriouth flesh or yellowish. ACADIAN 
(3) \Jing 64-81 mm. 
( 4) 6th primary not notched, 

•Note: Check mouth color of any suspected Acadians, i. e . 
any large greenish backed, 

Formula B = distance between tip of 6th primary and tip of wing, 

SEX information based on small samples, 
Female 

Least 57-62 
Traill's 65-68 
Yellow-bellied 60-65 

(Lengths based on flattened wings in 

Use with 
Overlap 

62 
68-71 
65-66 

caution. 
Male 
62-66 
71-74 
66-69 

sex chart.) 

Additional notes, 

Flycatchers have ten primaries with the outer primary being number 
ten. The relative lengths of the tenth prir11ary and the fifth primary 
should be determined with the wing held in the normal closed position 
against the body. 

Sixth primary shape 1 

6th primary 

notched, 

(or cut out) 

6th primary 

not notched, 

( or not cut out) 
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The lengths in the species key are based on the wing chord, not 
flattened, while those in the sex information are for flattened wings, 
Flattened measurements usually average 0.5 mm longer than chord mea
surements, The sex information is based on small samples and should be 
used cautiously. It is not suggested that handers sex their flycatchers. 

------

The bill width measurement is that across the middle of the nostrils 
and a small error in position could make an error of 0,5 mm in this mea
surement. 

Taj_]. shape can be very hard to distinguish if a flycatcher has been 
held in a gathering cage - and even sometimes if the bird is badly tan
gled in the net. 

Very late fall stragglers should be checked carefully for possible 
western species. particularly if the lower mandible is dark or partially 
dark, See "Additional Notes on the Flyca tchers of Easte rn North America" 
by Phillips and Lanyon, Bird-Banding, 41z 190-197, 1970. 

It would be interesting if other banders would keep records of the 
molt of head and body feathers or lack of it in the flycatchers that they 
handle during fall migration, Our IBOR information showed a trend for 
certa:in species to be in heavier molt than others. We would be interested 
in observations, pro or con, from other stations. 

--926 w. Beaver Avenue, State College, Pa. 16801 

REPRINTS OF MISS BORDNER'S KEY MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE EDITOR. PLEASE 
SEND 50¢ (Check, Money Order or Stamps. Make check out to: Eastern Bird 
Banding Ass ociat ion) TO COVER ADDITIONAL HUNTING COSTS, MAILING AND 
HANDLING FOR EACH REPRINT ORDERED. Edi tor 




