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States for the familiar warblers and other insectivorous birds which 
breed in the temperate zone but 'Winter in the tropics where undesira
ble pesticide effects are likAly to be magnified because of the absence 
of a dormant season·;" 

"Predator insects are rarily as resistant to chemicals as plant 
pests, and they are less numerous. When their food (the pest species) 
becomes scarce, predators produce fewer young per brood. Most insect 
control leads neither to total removal of pest species nor to reduced 
necessity for its control." 

A survey of court cases contains valuable hints for citizen ac
tion against undesirable spraying, Finally there are constructive sug
gestions for alternative control measures. The problem of linden bugs, 
with a solution worthy of Perry Mason, suggested the use of juvenile 
hormones. A synthetic of these blocks the emergence of adult Aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes (vectors of yellow fever) and human body lice (vec
tors of epidemic typhus). 

Other control measures are genetic manipulation, sexual attrac
tants, specific desease, release of predators, altering life cycles 
of pests, cultural controls. 

An appendix contains a discussion of pesticides by Shirley Briggs, 
formerly an associate of Rachel Carson. General rules and cautions are 
considered. Listed are eight acceptable pesticides, three bacterial in
secticides and two dessicants, one of which is recommended for household 
use. 

There follows a forbidding list of persistent, broad-spectrum pes
ticides, These include the chlorinated hydrocarbons, and general proto
plasmic poisons. Finally there are to be avoided even non-persistent, 
broad spectrum pesticides - the organic phosphates. "There are more than 
200 basic chemicals used in modern pest control. They are combined over 
and over so that the pest control people have at their fingertips more 
than 60.000 separate compounds. Each of them reacts differently, under 
different conditions, on different individual organisms," 

Obviously, if there are no birds all our banding activities come to 
an end. In order to insure that avian life ~hall not be destroyed in mis
taken and ill-advised attempts at pest control, it behooves handers to know 
about the situation so that they may use their influence toward the adop
tion of reasonable and long term measures of pest control. 

P.O. Box 575, Oak Bluffs, Mass. 02557, 
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