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Table No. 3 House Finch Returns and Repeats for Spring 1966 

Jan. Jan. Feb. Feb. Mar. Mar. Apr. Apr. May May 

1-15 16-31 1-15 16-28 1-15 16-31 1-15 16-JO 1-15 16..31

New 
Bandings 25 116 61 55 222 350 92 16 10 

Repeats 0 8 7 8 5 5 47 25 2 

Returns 1 1 2 3 0 2 1 0 0 

House Finches have nested in the Ridgewood area for several years, 
but 1966 saw a tremendous increase. All over town in May and June they 
could be heard singing, even in the very center of the business district 
sitting on building ledges and on TV antennas on the roofs of buildings. 

490 Fairfield Avenue, Ridgewood, N.J. 07450 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Best news (from the Editor's point of view) is that � News co .. 
editor Frank P. Frazier, Jr. arrives home as this issue goes to press -­
af'ter n early f'1 ve years in Peru• 

Both of your F.ditors wish to thank our regular contributors. as the
yen draws to a close: Dorothy Bordner, whose drawings and headings 
highlight every issue; Mabel Gillespie, vhose book pages point the way
towards acquiring more useful in.formation; Ralph Bell, whose dia:ry not
only tells us how one bander operates but also gives us ideas on how to
make our own banding activities more meaningful (and, of course, Carol 
Rudy whose drawings head the Diary); Mary Schmid, whose meticulous 
inderlng keeps us aware of where to find that elusive item we saw in

§filM. �-
And we should like to name aU the members who have contributed 

articles, pictures, advice and encouragement -- but they are legion, so 
we hope that they will sense our heartfelt gratitude. 

And now a Merry Christmas to you alll - and many cheery wishes �or
good banding: good health and a generous portion of the good things 0 
life in 1967 and the years to come. 
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THE 1965 SAW-WHET OWL INVASION 
By Thomas H. Davis 

( Reprinted from .Ih2. Kingbird.) 

I was quite amazed to find three Saw .. wh.et Ms in my mist-nets on a
pre-dawn net cheek on October 3, 1965, at Tobey- Wildlife Sanctuary. 
This, I thought, was the earliest local record for this species. It was, 
therefore, startling to hear of two earlier Long Island records, one on 
September 28. 

Two weeks later on October 17 a similar net check revealed six 
Saw-whet Owls. On this same date nine others were netted on Long Island 
at two other banding stations. Subsequent in:lu:1.ries indicated that this 
invasion was not confined to Long Island. A banding station at Kent Point, 
Maryland netted 29 Saw-whets during the night of October 16-17 and a 
station at Toronto Island, Ontario, set the 11-world reco-rd.11 when they 
netted 44 olds on the night of October lJ-14. Audubon Field Notes 
(Vol. 20, No. 1) mentions one recorded on October 31 in ""'iiorthern Florida, 
the first for this state. 

During the height of the Saw-whet invasion in October and November, 
daily banding operations on Long Island failed to produce a single 
"repeat," a bird which lingel'ed a day or more. This -would suggest a 
rapid migration, unlike landbi.rds which often linger along the coast for 
several days after their arrival. By the beginning of December it was 
noticed that many Saw00whets had found winter territories and could be 
round from day to day in their same roosting spots. 

Marine Region Migration 

A total of 91 reports were received from September 28 to November 
:;o. The three Long Island banding stations which left their nets up at 
night caught 57 Saw-whet Owls, 'With no fatalities. Their totals were as 
follows, Huntington (Dr. w. Lanyon). 12, October 10-31; Tobay Wildlife 
�anctuary (T. DaVis, F. Schaeffer), 14, October J-31; Atlantic Beach 
(Ro Cohen), 31, September JO-November JO. Whether the olds were netted 
llhile migrating or lolhile hunting is not clear; one netted at Huntington 
had a White-footed Mouse clutched in its talons. 

John Bul1 1 s Bi.rds of the New Yonc Area (1964) mentions October 10 as 
the extreme arrlvai""'aateforthis species:- A September 22, 1961, record 
at Peekskill, N. Y., is labeled 11casual o

11 His highest recent maximum is 
eight (a mid-winter co-unt) although he mentions 17 shot at Princeton, 
N. J., on December 10-11, 1878.

Early Records, one fo\llld dead Sept. 28, Jones Beach (fide John Bull): 
one netted at Atlantic Beach Sept. JO: three netted at Tobay Oct. J; one 
found dead Oct. J, To bay ( fide L. Epstein) ; Central Park Oct. J ( R. 
S
(
iechel) ; one netted at Atlantic Beach Oct. 6; Pelham Bay Park Oct. 9
R. Cooper). 




