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OPERATION RECO~Y , 1966, TOBAY BANDING STATION 
near Jones Beacll_1 Long IslandL New York 

By Frederick s . Schaefrer 
1966 marked the most successful year at Tobay since Tom &vis and I 

~ rt ad banding there in August of 1964. We were able to use our old net 
~~es as well a s several short but very successful lanes about .9 miles west 
# the old lanes where the food supply is even ri cher than in the other 
ireas• Since all banding i s done only on weekends , with the exception of 

1118 
or two days we took off from our jobs, I think you will find the summary 

if!. tbe following pages even more impressive . 

We have undertaken a new and probably a lasting project over and beyond 
tllS regular 'OR' work. This ne1-r program is :for Dr. Daniel Sonenshine and 
r~ Atwood of Old lliminion College. Ticks are collected U ve .from many 

s and shipped to Norfolk for further research. The author tried to 
jpinine all his birds for ticks and the other partici~ting handers did not, 
o,.use the lanes are too far apart for proper coordination. A total of 345 

(only approx. 8% of all birds banded) were exa.mined and from these 62 
d t icks (approx. 18'%). A. total of 220 ticks were removed, but we are not 
e to say 'What species they were since reports have not as yet reached me. 
ci as of birds on which ticks were found are: Flicker, Robin, Hennit 
sh, Swainson's Thrush, Veery, Red-breasted Nuthatch, catbird, Br. Tb.rasher, 

rling, Yellowthroat, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Ovenbird , 
,er. Redstart, t-zy-rtle Warbler, Towhee, Song Sparrow, Chat, Lincoln's Sparrow, 

rl et Tanager, Savannah Sparrow and White-throated Sparrow. 

On September 17, 1966, a very rare thing happened, which I did not 
ze until I scanned through my records at home some days later. I 

ppened to find a banded Barn swallow in my nets (Immature- band #56-57919 ) 
ll¥i recalling that the band number was mine , thought that it was a repeat or 

sibly a station return. When I checked my personal file at home, I 
covere d to my great surprise that this particular bird was banded on Great 

W. Island , on JO July 1966 when I was doing a Barn SWallow nesting and 
vior study there for the .American I-fu.seum of Natural History. On October 

5, 1966, we got another foreign band, 69-145351 , on an Immature Catbird, 
llXi we are eagerly awaiting word from Laurel as to who banded it. 

As far as rarities are concerned , I think our best bird was the Golden
aed Warbler , banded by Tom Davis on September 10, 1966. We also had two 
ge- cro wned 'ilarblers and many others; however, since I have to conserve 

c:e for my summary, I'll have to leave it to you, the reader , to find 
others. 

~.Jl8 85th Drive, Jamaica, New York 11435. (Note new address.) 

(Banding summary appears on the following pages) 
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TOBAY BANDING STATION OPERATION REOOVERY 1966 FINAL SUMMARY 

September October 
August September 

~ 17 18 24 25 01 02 08 09 15 16 21 22 23 29 30 Total Species 06 Q1 U 14 20 21 '?:J.. 28 Ql 04 Q5. 12_ ll, 12 

1 
areen Heron 1 Green Heron aiack Duck 1 1 Black Duck ~rsh Hawk 1 Marsh Hawk l p1geon Hawk 1 1 2 Pigeon Hawk i:i,apper Rail 

l Cla:e:eer Rail l ;;;rrung Ik>ve l l l l 4 Mourning Ibve 
1 

Bl Billed OJ.ckoo l Bl Billed CUckoo 5alf Whet Owl 2 2 Saw Whet Owl COJlillOn Nighthawk 1 1 Common Nighthawk R, Th.r. Hwmn:i..rul:b. l R. Thr. Hummingb. l ;ited Kingfisher 1 1 2 Belt ed Kin ~f is her rel. sh. Flicker 5 J 7 J 12 7 8 8 5 2 4 1 87 Yel. Sh. Flicker 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 4 2 1 1 ~ H. Woodpecker 1 1 Red H. Woodpecker r B. Sap~ucker 1 4 2 4 1 12 Y. B. Sapsucker ~!m! Wood!!ecker 1 1 2 2 J 6 4 8 l J2 Downy Woodpe cker 1 1 l 1 r-Jern Kingbird 1 Easte rn Xin gbird 1 Gr, Cr. Flycatcher 2 Gr. Cr. Flycatcher 1 l ~stern Phoebe 2 1 3 1 3 1 12 Eastern Phoebe 1 r, Bellied Flycat. 1 21 Y. Bellied flycat. 7 2 4 2 5 Trail.l's Flrcatcher 22 Traill's ~cat cher 1 2 2 2 4 2 l l iust Flycatcher l 1 9 Lea st Fly cat cher 1 1 1 2 1 l ;, wood Pewee 1 E. Wood Pewee l !J,le swallow 7105 1 l 10 1 32 192 Tree swallow 1 112 1 11 9 ~ swallow 10 Barn swallow 2 1 2 2 3 ~ ck C. Chick 1 
~ Bla ck C1 Chi ck . 1 2 ™ Dr. Nuthatch 1 J Red Br . Nutha tc h Brown Creeper 1 1 1 1 7 6 B 25 Brown Creeper House Wren 1 1 House Wren winter VJren 1 1 2 2 1 7 Winter Wren long B. 1-i. Wren 2 I.on~ B. H. Wren 1 1 lookingbird 1 

Mockingbird l 1 1 titbird 7 8 7 1 5 20 15 10 6 7 4 148 Catbird 1 1 5 8 4 6 2 6 7 1 2 2 B 5 , Thrasher 5 5 1 1 1 2 3 J 1 1 1 28 Br. Thrasher 1 1 1 1 Robin 2 4 12 4 J 4 11 20 1 3 3 96 Robin 1 1 4 1 4 · 2 2 4 5 1 3 1 !,9d Thrush 1 
9~ Wood Thrush 1 1 ienn1 t Thrush 2 2 6 32 22 2 6 26 Hermit Thrush tilain son 's Thrush 2 2 1 7 3 1 2 1 2 1 36 swainson•s Thrush 1 1 10 2 crray Chkd Thrush 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 Gray Chkd Thrush 1 faery 1 31 Veecy 1 4 23 1 1 ~ld, Cr. Kw.filt 2 l 2 1 17 3. l 4 4J Gol d . Cr. Kinglet tt~by Cr. Kinglet 2 2 6 1 1 J 32 18 2 71 Ruby Cr. Kinglet Cedar Waxwing 1 8 3 1 2 1 4 3 1 26 Cedar Waxwing 1 1 
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Tebay, 1966 August September ~· 1966 September October 
Species 06 QZ u 14 20 21 gz 28 Ql o4 Qi 1Q 11 12 ~cies 17 18 24 25 01 02 08 09 15 16 2J. 22 23 29 JO Total --
starling l l 5tarling 
SOli tary Vireo i,,litary Vireo 2 

2 

Red Eyed Vireo 1 2 2 4 1 5 3 ~ed Eyed Vireo 3 3 6 4 1 3 3 2 
2 

Phila. Vireo l p)lila. Vireo l 1 
1 2 1 47 

Warbl~ Vireo 1 ~ Vireo 3 
Bl & Warble r 1 3 9 4 1 8 5 ~Warbler 3 11 J 2 

1 

Worm Eating W. 1 l,btm Ea ting w. 50 
Golden W. Warbler 1 aolden w. Warbler 1 

Blue w. Warbler 1 1 B1,ue W. Warbler 1 

Tennessee Warbler 1 1 ~essee warbler 1 l 
2 

Orange Cr. Warbler range Cr. Warbler 1 
4 

Nashville Warbler Nashville Warbler 1 1 l 
1 2 

Pa.rula Warbler parula Warbler l 4 
2 2 l 

Yellow Warbler 11 5 5 5 l 2 6 3 l 4 J tel.low Warbler 1 1 5 
Magnolia 1'1arbler 2 ] 1 2 1 ~!'X>lia Warbler 1 J 1 

48 

Cape May W;.rbler 1 1 1 ra,pe May Warbler i 1 19 

Bl. Thr Blue W l 1 1 1 ro,. Thr filue W 2 1 3 1 l 5 
MYRTLE WARBLER MYRTLE WARBLER l 112 474 

12 
352 151 82 

Bla ck Thr Green W ~ck Thr Green W 
l 6 1-14 6 445 149 182) 
1 

Blackbu,rnian W fi;aokbu,rnian W 1 1 1 
Chestnut Sided \v 1 1 Qiestnut Sided W 1 1 

2 

Bay Breasted W 1 ~ Breasted W 1 1 
4 

Bl.ackpoll Warb. 1 Blackpoll Warb. l 1 6 9 2 1 
3 

Pine Warbler 1 ?iM Warbler 1 1 1 21 

Prairie Warbler 3 1 1 Frairie Warbler 1 i 4 
Palm Warbler 3 Palm Warbler 2 1 4 l 6 

7 

Ovenbird 1 2 2 Ovenbird 2 1 
J 2 22 

No. Waterthrush 2 l 20 3 4 4 21 6 2 4 6 13 3 
!Jo. Waterthrush 1 4 1 

8 

C:Onnecticut W 1 l =cu,t w 1 95 

Mourning Warbler l 1 l Warbler 

Yellowthroa t 9 7 l 27 10 9 2 15 12 6 5 15 16 !ellowthroa t 8 7 17 10 4 l 5 5 6 
3 

Yel. Br. Chat 2 l l l rel. Br. Chat l 
2 199 

Wilson's Warbler l l 2 llson ' s Warbler l 1 
l 7 l 1 

Canada Warbler 2 6 1 l 18 4 1 1 f4nada Wirbler 2 8 

Amer. Redstart l 2 5 5 8 23 21 3 2 _22 3:3 Amer. Redstart 11 J 9 8 1 36 
Bobolink oobolink l 157 

Balt. Oriole l 7 3 5 3 11 &lt. Oriole 3 
l 

Scarlet Tanager 3 ~rlet Tanager l l 
l 33 

Cardinal ~nal 
l l 7 

Rosebr. Grosbk 1 P.osebr. Grosbk 2 
l l 2 

Indigo Bunting ~o Bunting l l 3 

Dickcissel Dl:ckcissel l 2 

Purple Finch ~rple Finch l 

House Finoh 1 ~se Finch 3 l 4 
1 
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Tobay, 1966 
Species 

Amer. Goldfinch 
Ruf'ous s. Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Sh Tailed Spar. 
Seaside Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Sl. Col. Junco 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
White Cr Sparrow 
White Thr Spar. 
Fox Sparrow 
Lincoln's Spar. 
Swamp Sparrow 
Song §e!rrow 
'.l'OTAL INDIVIDUALS 

TOT.AL NET HOURS 

TOTAL SPECIES 

NEW BIRDS BANDED 
TOTAL SPECIES 

L 

~ 

,. 

,l 

Ir 

" " 
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A~ust September 
o .QZ u 14 20 21 .?.2. 2s .Q.1 o4 2.i :!:2. 11 1g_ 

~· 1966 
~. ~ 

... 

-
.L'-

1 
2 1 2 3 7 1 2 5 2 2 2 

1 2 
1 
1 

1 

l 
l 

4 6 2 11 6 14 5 9 7 2 2 5 l 
34 17 59 7j,9 lll J4 137 

24 18 74 160 47 120 14 
84 46 ll4 73 164 91 253 

27 64 71 96 140 206 13 

10 9 8 13 16 22 16 30 26 18 21 32 36 7 

SYNOPSIS 
AUGUST 50'2_ 
AUGUST _"lio_ 

-
,;:-

,... ~ 
"ri 

-.,,, 

SEPTEMBER 92g 
SEPTE:MBER ..Ji?_ 

Left - Thousands 
of Tree SWallows 
-- a great many 
are netted. 

- C: 

r . 
~ - ... . ' 

" ~ ,,. .. 

- '-· 

£ f I 

.paer• Goldfinch 
l!Ul'ous S. Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Sil Tailed Spar. 
s~side Sparrow 
fesi,er Sparrow 
s:i • Col. Junco 
Cb,ipping Sparrow 
field Sparrow 
~te Cr Sparrow 
ij!i;[te Thr Spar. 
fox Sparrow 
I,i.nCOln' s Spar. 
sw:unp Sparrow 
~ne: Sparrow 
:fu INDIVIDUALS 

TOTAL NET HOURS 

TOT.AL SPECIES 

NEW BIRDS BANIED 
TOTAL SPECIES 

Right - One of 
the net lanes -
bordered by 
poison ivy, 
bayberry and 
high tide 
bushes • 
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september October 
ll 18 24 ~ 01 02 08 Q2 ;u 16 21 22 ll g2_ .1Q. Total 

1 l 3 
2 4 4 3 4 2 1 2 51 
6 7 3 3 2 1 9 4 1 39 

l l 4 
2 

3 3 
l 1 2 27 20 3 9 23 86 

l l 1 4 
l 3 l 2 2 9 
2 l 15 ~ 46 2 2 1 84 

1 9 14 25 .51 11 6 21 184 
l l l l 1 l 6 

1 1 
2 1 11 7 10 3 l 19 .54 

8 8 2 2 3 7 lg 16 3 3 19 162 81 225 26 200 62017 19 214 
76 77 59 123 7 720 200 4415 

141 180 24 118 115 90 80 71 
88 143 45 85 3 JOl 124 3059 

31 24 31 34 20 20 29 26 26 2 JO 32 18 16 20 101 

SYNOPSIS 
OCTOBER 29~6 TOT.AL 4415 
OC'IOBER ___Q_ TOTAL .J:QL_ 
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At top - The author examining a swainson's Thrush for ticks. 
Right above - Immature Red-headed Woodpecker - an encouragement on a rainy 

day. 
Left above - A ltrrtle Warbler -- our most numerous migrant. 

255 

A NEW LOOK AT THE HOUSE FINCH SPRING MIGRATION 
By Elinor G. McEntee 

Much has been written about the tremendous increase of the House 
finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) in the mid-Atlantic states, and we know 
that they nest in the New York City region and that many, if not most 
of them, disperse from that area in late SUDI111er and 1110ve in a southwesterly 
direction toward Philadelphia and thence on south and west to Maryland and 
Virginia. By October they have reached the ea.stem Pennsylvania banding 
stations, and by December they are as far south as northern Virginia. 

While some are still moving south, others have already started their 
return movement to the northeast, and it is this ~rticular leg of their 
journey which is the subject of this article. Is this movement toward 
the nesting grounds in a more or less straight line up and back, or does 
it follow some other pattern? After four years of banding comparatively 
].arge numbers of this species, and making a study of recoveries and 
foreign retraps, it would appear that a large proportion of the eastern 
House Finches may move clockwise in a sort of circular or elliptical 
pattern at the upper, or northern, leg of their "migration." 

From my recovery records the movements of some House Finches passing 
through Ridgewood in the winter and spring can be traced in an easterly 
direction across the Hudson River into Westchester County in New York and 
lower Connecticut (Greenwich and Fairfield), and then, even more 
significantly, somewhat southeasterly to the western end of u:>ng Isl.and. 
some birds banded in Ridgewood are known to have nested on u:>ng Isl.and, 
and others can be presumed to have done so. 

This seems to be the clockwise movement at the top of the curve of 
the spring migration, which is evidence that a large number of the eastern 
House Fin ch populati on does not move up and back along a relatively straight 
line. (See Fig. 1.) Instead, many, if not most, of those arriving in 
northern New Jersey (Bergen County) from Ja nuary through March are silllply 
passing through on a continuous curve toward a further destination to the 
east and south for nesting. A few may remain to ultimately nest locally, 
but the winter population here in Ridgewood is not static from January 
through March. It is a constantly moving stream of hundreds upon hundreds 
of birds. This is proved by the fact that fewer than 10% of the House 
Finches in the area at a~ given time wear bands. No matter how many are 
banded in one day, the .51"-10% ratio still holds. Each day quite 
evidently brings in a new flight and there are very few repeats until 
later in the spring when the local nesting population begins to build 
up. (See Table No. 1.) With over 1,000 House Finches banded in 1966, 
representing 10% or less of those that went through my yard, imagine the 
potential of unhanded thousands! 




