
112 EBBA News - Vol. 29, No• 3 

analysis is not difficult in the forms in which most bird-watchers 
it , not nearly so difficult as learning to type, or to speak French nellcl. 
to climb trees . It involves merely simple addition and multiplicat! 0 

and '.mowledge of what formula to use, the last, of course, being th l.on 
tricky point, but there are several simple books written for those e 
no previous knowledge of statistics and with no special ability in 1-1':1.tb 
rrnthemati?s : Just as you can switc? on the light 1;dthout any knoi,;led 
of electricity, so you can use statistical test s without knowing v.ey SI 
work; but you must know the right switch ••.. 

~ 
BANDING SEASIDE SPARROWS rn SOUTH CAROLINA 

By Oliver L. Austin, Jr. 

Ba_y Point Island and adjoining St. Phillips Island are typi cal 
coastal salt-1narsh islets some 15 square miles in extent lying due sou 
of Beau.fort and a cross Port Royal Sound f:rom Hilt on Head, South Caro 
Their vegetative cover of Spartina, Juncus, Paspalum , and 6)2orobolu-s 
supports a scattered and apparently resident population of Seasid e­
Ammo spi.za mari tiJna macgilli vraii. 

T'ue spring tides at the full of the moon sometimes completely 
thes e. marsh,y islands, except for one little "h::umnock" off Horse I~l and 
Creek, on which m,y friend Beekman L. /ebb, Jr. of Beaufort has a small. 
fishing camp. The hammock contains about 3 acres of sandy upland co 
thickly with gro u11dsel and wax myrtle, among which stand 6 palmett os 
scrub oaks, J little red cedars, and 2 stunted pines. And here t or t 
short time the surrounding marshes are inundated , all the Seaside 
in the area take refuge. 

Beek took me out there in his outboard i-Jful.ler during the spring 
of November 21, 1964. During an exceedingly busy hour at high tide we 
caught with six mist nets and banded 120 Seasides, all tyPical "'ima:"'c=-a:ial 
I uas unable to return to Beaufort and the islands again until almost 
later, on the tide s of :,Jovember 6, 1965. The tide was not so high 
morning as it had been the previou s year , and it did not force so Ille~ 

in. Likewise a stiff northwest 1,n.nd made netting difficult . ;,Jev~ 
during the half hour the tide was at its fullest, Beek and I managed 
314 Seasides. To our delight 10 of these , or almost one-third , were 
we had banded there the year before. To the best of my knowledge th 
the first returns on record for this population. 

Seaside ,Sparrows are so eacy to net in quantity when sprine ti 
force them to conrrrerrate in such islet refuees, I an surprised tba t 
oander within easier reach than I am of their coastal ha.bitat has tu 
his ::t ttention to them. ::;o little is !mown of the seasonal movements 
tho various Seaside populations that stud,yin 6 them through intens iV8 

bandinr .-rould certainly produce rewarding results in a co,nparativei1 
short tine. 
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Dr• Sonenshine , who new up from Norfolk Va to 
ting program b·, • • , speak on the ... .,uaJ. mee . • was a u.e to stay for part of th ~+-te 

- d give mo re expl · · t di e cU. nioon ,easion an Th. . ici rections for participation in the 
.. ,ok program. is i s a very meaningful program and man f 
...., ,r1 n o- for a worthwhile project may find thi ' Y O you 
].001' .... ..,. s one practical . 

scope of the project in tenns of the bande 1 . 
-,uests that examination be made of all b" rd r st time: Dr. Sonenshine 
~ add about four or five minutes per bi~d : cap u~d for ticks. This 

O
t,w.ously, the more birds you band the more t· o ytohur an~ing time. 

lllle e proJect will take . 

f9ui prnent: 
~lOX lens will be needed in searchin f t • . 

..., not swollen with blood. Since both h~d or ickS, win.ch are minute 
JIii.... t· d 1 f t· s are needed for the ~a ion an remova o icks, it is recommended th t · ].oupe be used. a a Jeweler• s 

Forceps are needed to extract the ticks It • . 
tbe head remain on the tick as it must be alive is v?ry impo~ant that 
destination, so great care must be taken De on arrival at its 
uae to:roeps from dissecting kits If th • xterous people are able to 
~sive forceps will give bett;r cont~;e a~ not adequate, then more 
fbe individual to detennine . • 8 appears to be up to 

Exami,nati0:1: The head and neck region of the bird should be 
t.boroughly examined. Don I t forget the ears 

0 

Use of Vials: Put all the t· k f 
Snt.o avial. ~l the vial w:i th i~ s rom one bird and one bird only 
l!Ui f known, your name, and locatio~~:Obe~! date, species, age and 
tile plast er-charcoal mixture at the bott f itrhd was banded. Moisten 
tllbe in some water. om O e Vial by standing the 

Vials may be obtained from D 
OW.eg.e, Norfolk• Va. 23508. r. Daniel Sonenshine' Old Dominion 

Yo~\~
0:~t;;0 ~rn~t!:i:~J~ject would be valuable to medical 

.Editor's note• It e t 

ruifi~i!1~:Jfg;!~k~ei;:ns~e~~ ~;a;;,!n o~~~rr~
0

t~b~ ~:e;~e 
wri tin t e g cages should not be used. l1embers 
on t lu;. o Dr. Son ensh:ine f or vials might ask for his decision 




