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Ralph K. Be\l 
Sept. 9 •••• Left home at J a.m. ~his mornin g for_our o,R~Station_ on .~he 
top of the Allegheny Front li,untains approx. 10 miles 1,S.c1 of Iav:t.s, , est 
v· · ia Arrived at our head quarters (the Red Creek Campgrounds) at 
6~~i~.m: _ just at the break of day, and in plenty of time for the 
morning fli ght of migrants. I did not need to put up any nets as John 
1-~no·an, Cora Williams and her husband \·Jilliam, had been there. for some 
t· b Dr " eorge Hall had started thing s by puttin g up the first nets 
0 ~m;O Aug~s~, but had to leave a week later for his ,.i. Va. University duties. 

S t lo I arose before dawn (I sleep in our station wagon) and 
ep . •••• t t Cod"t· noted t hat John Horgan' s light was already on in his en • n i ion~ 

seemed perfect for a good fli ght. By 7 :JO a.m. DST warblers were conung 
throu gh. in l a rge numbers. Cora '·'illiams furled her 5 nets at the 
campgrounds and came out to the rim to help. ':-!e furled 7 of our 1~ nets 
at the rim as a precaution ai;ainst casualties in the h~vy wind. ,.,ach 
day has its predo minant specie s , and this was Blackburnian Warbler day. 
They seemed to be everyi ,ihere, and there ,vere plenty of adult males 
among them. 

1,1e had put up a hi "h net yesterday as an experiment. It 1,ias placed 
directl y ove r one of ou; best nets (No. 4 south) and in fron ~ of some Red 
"' ce It caug ht warb lers alright, but whether the effort involve d and thru co;t of the net made it wortln,1hile is debatable. Also t he enmeshed 
bi~s are " sitting ducks• for hawks. One hawk came in after a warbler 
while vie were taking out birds directly belo w. Due to the hawks, a1=d bats 
durin P" 'the night before (and probably owls too)• this net had 11 ~Jor th" 
holes uin it in les s than 24 hours. It was also noted that by keepine is 
iu gh net furled just above the other net, many warblers (that would 
normally fly above the lower net) would duck under the furled net and 
e et caught. 

s ept. 19 •••• A large flight of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks today and 
the new net locations are paying off. Three new net lanes were cleared 
this year. One (for a 5-meter net) is excellent for warblers, and the 
other 2 are very good for Grosbeaks and Tanaeers. 64 Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks were banded this year compared to only 5 last year. 
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This weekend had been se lected for the first Nountain State 
Hawk-~·Jatchers and Bird-Banders Junket Hith headqua rters at nearby 
Blackwater Falls State Park. As a re sult we had perh ap s 50 visitors 
to4'ly and naturaJ.]y many birds became alerted and avoid ed the nets 
entirely. However, I feel that the educational value far exceeded 
anything that could be gained by banding perha ps another 100 birds. 
Anyone that wanted to remove a b i rd .from the nets was encoura ged to do 
so. One lady from Ohio exclaimed I "You mean I can take a bird out 
m,yself7 No one has ever allowed me to do that before. 11 Sev e ral people 
were sho wed the Seth I.ow, the Dater and the "hock-wine- head- wi ng-foot" 
methods, and I can truthfully say I did not hear of even one bird 
casualty. One 12 year old boy from Charleston even removed a 
Sharp-shinne d Hawk all by him.self, an d I feel he will be a friend of 
nature the rest of his life. People that get to participate do not 
devel op a hostile feeling. 

Septo 26 • o •• J4 de grees. Clea r with li ght west wind
0 

A truly 
beautiful day. A good 1•/ood Thrush filght at break of li ght, followed 
by a good movement of Swainson' s and Grey-cheek Thrushes. Some warblers 
were comin g over, but most were too hi gh for the nets. As we haci plenty 
o:f handers and volunteer help today, I climbed to a vanta g e point perhaps 
400 yards :fro m the main netting area to admire the fli ght. Rafts of 
Blue Jays were now coming over, as were Cedar 1-laxwin g s and F1ickers. 
The dwarf trees in the rocky area belo w me were alive with ~se-breasted 
Grosbeaks, SWainson's Thrushes and warblers (:Anne Shreve told me later 
she estima ted well over 100 Black-t hroated Greens in the bushes near no. 
4 ne t sout h). Not far away a Swain son' s Thrush was eati ng the berries of 
the l'k>unta in Ash (for which this ar ea is fat110us). I t was ~.onder.f'ul to be 
above and at-Jay from the rush o:f the ba nding activit y. The va stness of the 
area, the hugh rock fields, the lack o:f human habit atio n and the scenery 
in general gets "to you" on a day lik e thiso A good de script ion would be 
to repeat Tanya Hall's q1..1ote "it fill s the mind and del ights the soul." 

Oct. 17 •••• The wonder:ful banding trips to Red Creek are over for 
this year and perhaps this is a good time to make a little summary. 
1
dhile the Atlantic Coast stations are away ahead of us when it comes to 
bandi ng mos t sp ecie s of warb l ers, t here is evide nce to suggest that the 
mountain flyway is used to a g reate r de gree by a t least J spec ies - the 
Tennessee Wa rbl er (2J9 banded 1965) , l3lack-throa ted Sree n Warb ler (217 
banded ) and the Bla ckburnian l•larble r (2 47 banded ). Chan Robbi ns made 
the comment that none of the coastal stations catch the Blackburnian by 
more than singles. 

A total of 3492 birds of 79 species were banded in 4638 net 
The best days were as follo ws: 

Sept. 10, 1965 24J banded in ll6 net hours 
Sept. ll 210 " 94 " " 
Sept. 14 220 " 157 " 11 

Sept. 16 249 " 148 11 " 

Blackburnians 
Tennessees 
Tennessees 
Swainson' s Th. 

hours. 

4J 
32 
42 
28 
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Looking northeast 
from the banding 
area. M.any birds come 
around this mountain 
before coming up the 
ravine and into the 
nets. 

Nrs. George Ballen
tine removing a bird 
from the net. This 
net is very good for 
catching Rose-breast
ed Grosbeaks and 
Tanagers. 

EB:&\ News - Vol. 28. No. 6 

... 

A Lull in Banding 
Activity 

This pie ture shows 
our "cave" that is 
our banding head
quarters, especially 
in band weather. 

BELL - A Bird Bander's Diary 

Arthur Dunnell at exposed nets near the rim. 
These nets are very good with moderate westerly 
winds, but with light winds the migrants fiy over 
the nets. Very strong winds keep most of the 
birds from getting up over the rim. Mountain 
ranges can be dimly seen to the east. · 

'falking things over on a beautiful sunny morning 

287 

at Red Creek. The Hall's dog Digsy on rock by nets. 
Hrs. George Ballenti ne (by nets); Dr. George Hall 
( cap and glasses, st ;mding) • Charles Conrad - Exec
utive Director, Brooks Bird Club (white cap, seated); 
Art Dwmell (standing• baGlk to c~era); John Morgan 
(seated on rock, hat); and Ralph K. Bell (seated, 
watch on wrist). Photos by George Ballentine. 
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Sept. 18, 1965 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 9 
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265 banded in 248 net hours 
207 fl 206 fl fl 

135 II 81 fl fl 

Blackpoll 
Swainson's Th. 
Blackpoll 

61. 
45 
81 

Due to the large nlllllbers of Blackp olls banded here (436) (and very 
little bandin g was done in Octobe r ), I am wonderin g if past theories about 
the main flight s of Blackpo ll s migrating directly across the western North 
Atlantic could be erroneous. Perhaps by their migra ting patterns (and 
timing) they are apt to be bloi,m out over the Atlantic Ocean. At least 
some of the Blackpoll Warblers noted at Red Creek were coming in high 
(200 feet) f:rom out over the valley and flying straight west as if to 
correct their course. Bennuda is almost exactly straight south from 
Red Creek. 

George Hall and I wish to thank everyone that helped make this fall 
at Red Creek such a success. A lot of the credit should go to John Morgan 
(who stayed from 1-28 Sept.), Cora Williams (who stayed 2 weeks), Connie 
Katholi, Maxine Kiff, Anne Shreve, and Tom Olsen. Other EBBA members that 
were present and gave assistance were Elting Arnold, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Ballentine, Art DJ.nnell and Betty Vossler. 

Postscripts: John M:irgan, who was sitting on a rock near the nets, 
had a Ruby-throated Hummingbird fly up to him, poise, and then stick its 
bill into his red coat •••• to keep from losing track of time, Cora 
1.-./illiams kept crossing out each day on her calendar. 

R. D. 1, 3ox 142, Cla:rirnville, Pennsylvania 

Answers to QUIZZ on page 283 -- 1, Book of Job. 2, George Lytt,elton. 
3, Richard le Gallienne. 4, Edith Wharton. 5, Fulke Greville, Lord 
Brooke. 6, Robert Southwell. 7, Henry King, Bishop of Chichester. 
8, Alexander !'ope. 9, Andrew Harvel. 10, William Shakespeare. 
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Book, Fo, Bande,1 __ _ - ~ .~, "SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW" ~ 
,__,,-..., __ _ - - Edited By Mabel Gillespie _ _ _ _ _ 

Perhaps I should take a cou rse in mystery story ,-Jri ting, so that I 
will not anticipate an eve nt pre maturely. In the last issue of S3BA 
News I announced that this number would deal with a certain aspect of 
bird study. But there is on my waiting list an offerine from a 
publisher which rates prior attention. So the promised subject must 
wait until 1966. 

How bird books are coming of the presses! There are books with 
world-wide coverage; books for continents and oceans; books coverin[; 
countries, states, counties - You kno,•i, most arzy bander could write a 
book on the bird life of his 01,m small acreage or even smaller 
back yard. 

It is a slim little book th:1t we are now to consider, rather a 
pleasant contrast to the ponderous tomes that have been threatening to 
over1-1helm us. It is entitled "Pennsylvania Birds" and is written and 
illustrated by Earl L. Poole. It is published for the Dela ware Valley 
Ornitholo gical Club (D. V. 0, C,), and distributed by Livingston 
Publishing Company, Narberth, Pem 1sylvania, and retails for $4.00. 

It might be mentioned at this point that the same company has 
recently published "The Birds of Colombia, 11 by R. Meyer de Schauensee, 
curator of birds at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. 
This book is illustrated both with color plates and black and white 
drawin [;s by Dr. Pooleo This is a stunning book for the collector, and 
a must for the ornitholoeical traveller. Dr. Poole also contributed 
line drawin gs for "Birds of the l}est Indies" by James Bond. (007) 

The book of Poole's which 1,,e are about to consider is not the first 
survey of Pennsylvania birds. Back in 1889 an act of the General 
Assembly of Pennsylvania authorized the publication of a "l~eport on the 
Birds of Pennsylvania" by the ornithologist of the State Board of 
Agriculture. This work was authored by B. H. :•larren, M.D., and published 
in 1890. It is a second edition of an earlier work, also by 1•,/arren. 
It is a semi-ponderous tome, illustrated by one hundred plates "copied 
from the small edition of Audubon's 'Birds of America.'" and bound in 
half morocco. '.,ood old days! 11hen state legislatures realized the 
importance of state ornithologists and state bird bookso 




