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Diagr am of typical curve enclosing an aver age 
distribution area. The diagr mn shows the 
arithmetic mean, and the percentage of the 
total are a covered by a:e and two stancl:lrd 
devi a tion~. 

i 
C/l 

§ 
·rl 
+' 

t 
Q) 
C/l 

§ 

t 
H 
Q) 

~ 
12; / 

-----
• 

/ 
// 

I ,,, 

Observation Values 

--

Typical curve enclosing an are a with average 
dispersion from the arithmetic mean. 

Set of observ a tions wi t h the same c1ri thmet ic 
mean but more dispersion. (A larger standard 
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A Vote for the ltubb er-topped Gatherin g Cage 
ey Robert P. Yunick 

In the July-August, 1963 EBBA ews, Frank Frazier described the use 
of rubber tubing for ga thering cage doors , and about a year later in the 
Hay-June, 1964 issue, Dorothy Bordner ill ustrated and described a 
rubber-topped gathering cage (RTC). I should like to cast "IfIY vote for 
the adoption of this cage by more handers. 

Dorothy described the construction details and these can be modified 
as she said to what one has handy at the time. ey-oi-m are made of oak 
framing and one-eighth inch hardboard with three coats of exterior-grade 
varnish to waterproof the cage. 3y all means use a vinyl, nylon or other 
plastic-type screening. These are sometimes difficult to locate, 
because everyone seems to carry only alun1inum the se days. I finally 
located olive-drab vinyl in an amy surplus store for 39¢/sq. yd. Metal 
screens cannot be used for hooked beak species (fl y catchers, vireos, etc.), 
because the biros break their bill tips. Besides a broken bill bein g bad 
for the biro, the shortened bill of an Empidonax flycatcher may chan ge its 
identity. 

It is the advantages of this type of ca ge that I'd like to stress. 
1. It is very well ventilated. 
2. It allo, ,Js the safe transport or holding of very 

large numbers of sparro ws, warblers, other small 
passerines and the smaller shore biros. 

3. It is extremely sanitary and convenient to clean. 
4. It is easily handled. 

1. Nost compartmented cages of ply ,-iood, caroboaro, milk cartons, etc., 
offer limited air to their captives, and in wa:nn weather some birds come 
out of the cage gasping, and damp or clammy feeling. The RTC provides 
excellent ventilation and keeps birds fresh. 
2. Because of the adequate ventilation and the perching surface on the 
screenin g as well as the floor, lar ge numbers of small biros are easily 
handled. Dorothy claims 27 juncos in one cell with no harm. I concur. 
I have had well over 50 bank swal101rn in a four-cell unit measurin e 
6XJ.3X2l", and every bird was vi gorous and clean. Also I have had up to 
21 song sparrows in one cell of a four-cell unit measuring 8X13x30. 
3. Sanitation is one of the top features. By lining the bottom with 
10-12 sheets of newspaper, droppings are rapidly absorbed, and at the 
end of each day one simply opens the ca ge and removes the top sheet or 
two and has a clean one ready for the next day . I have yet to see a 
simpler and more effective technique. Two or three tim e s a year, I hose 
down the cages and scrub with a stiff-bristled floor brush and dete rg ent, 
and the varnished finish, screening and rubber correclean. 

r-zy-experience with the compartmented cages ha s be en rather sad as 
far as sanitation is concerned. The biros, and the bander's hands 
usually come out dirty. How many times has a bird's tail been frayed, 
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or some plumage characteristic obliterated by the messy condition of these 
compartmented cages? 

4. Generally, depending on size and construction materials, the RTC is 
moderate in weight and not objectionable to carry. My 6x.1.3x21.-inch size 
weighs six pounds; and the 8x13x30-inch si ze, nine pounds. Pine rather 
than oak would make these lighter. One ca n also alter tbs size for lighte1-
weight or to suit one's particular needs. The larger one could easily hold 
100 small passerines and probably more if need be. In the holding of ov-e:r 
2000 birds in the RTC in the past year, I have had five es capees that I 
know of - a grackle, red-wing and three starlings, but each of these 
escaped from a cage where the rub ber to p was stretched a little too much 
and caused the slits to open slig htly. 

I know of no other durable carrying cage that bas such a desirable 
set of qualit ies fo r handling small passeri nes and shore birds in large 
quanti ty. Most coa stal operation recovery banders are familiar with t~e 
blih nights that require the holding of large numbers of b in:l.s whUe 
nets a re furl ed or banding accomplished. The RTC works -well 1n such 
cases. As llirothy mentioned, the RTC is no t suited for grosbeaks, or 
for that matter other belligerent species. One soon learns by experience 
and a little t hought on the matter what species are compatible and 
inc ompati ble . }t, experiences wit h the RTC on purple finches has been 
most amusing . These bin:l.s represent a borderline case in cage compatibility. 
i-Jit h five o r six finches in a cell , t he reaching into the cage is analogous 
to fishing. As one I s hand enters th e rubber sl i t, most of the finche s rear 
back their heads, open their bills and prepa re to a t ta ck th e jn t ruder . As 
one's hand moves back and forth searc hing f or a bi rd , the £inches ' he ads 
weave back and forth following the movement. Finally one st rik e s. At 
these moments one can sympathize with a worm on a fish hook. 

Congratulations to Ibrothy for the design of the RTC. 

1527 :t,trron Street, Schenectady, New York 12309 
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Bander 

Bruce Adams 
Kathleen s. Anderson 
Hrs. E. F. Andrews 
G. R. Andrews 
Dr• O. L. Austin, Jro 
Dr. O. L. Austin, Jr. & 

Bill Robertson 
Hrs. vlll. H. Babcock 
Hrs. John E. Bacon 
Arthur F. Barber 
Benton Bas h,_-un 
T, A. Beckett, III 
Ralph K. Bell 
L, E. Bemont 
R. D. Benedict 

Emil J. Berger, Jr. 
l3urdette Bernard 
!1~. & Hrs. i·J. K. Bigger 
Mrs. 1:1. E. Blo emey 
P. Boocock & H. Hamilton 
rx,rothy L. Bordner 
Winifred F. Bm-ier 
David S • Boyd 
L. J. Bradley 
David & Margaret Brid ge 
Mrs. llirotey Briggs 
Mrs. \'J. W. Brockner 
M. Broun 
Alf Bunker 
Bradford 23urgher 
R. L. Butts 
Joseph r1. Cadbury 
Lillian :s. Cardinali 
Lee B. Chamberlaine 
41.wrence 13. Chapman 
Henry E. Childs 
Hrs. Jean Christie 
Mrs. Herbert 11. Church 
Arthur R. Clark 
Hilliam S. Clark 
H. H. Clayton 
J. Clement & D. Hoody 
Frank A. Clinch 
Richard Cohen 
Geo~e w. Collins 

State 

Conn. ,N ,J., Vt. 
Hass. 
Mass. 
Pa. 
Fla. & s.c. 

Tortueas 
Va. 
}J.Y. 
N.J. 
Fla. 
s.c. 
Pa. & \'/ ,Va. 
N.Y, 
Pa. ,N.J. ,Md., 
Va., & Del. 
Pa. & N .J. 
Pa. 
Pa. & N .J. 
He. 
Ont. 
Pa. & N.J. 
N.J. 
Pa. 
Conn. 
Md. & Va. 
Mass. 
N.Y. 
Pa. 
Ont. 
N.Y. 
Pa. 
Pa.,N.J., & He. 
Fla. 
Fla. 
Mass. 
Hass. ,R.I. 
1-le. 
Va., & Md. 
N.Y. & Ont. 
Ga. ~Ei: Va. 
N.J. 
H,Y. 
N.Y. 
N.Y. 
Pa. & Fla. 

Banded 

2817 
1404 
1905 
333 
993 

23492 
1200 

853 
355 
366 

14412 
44J.J4 
1165 

4941 
305 
190 

6917 
385 
106 

5323 
281 
100 

1985 
4264 

921 
963 
901 

2098 
582 
428 

1132 
1776 

82 
286 
471 

1038 
2270 
160 
709 
543 

1131 
1014 
1533 
1243 

Species 

89 
82 
87 
25 
35 

1 
28 
31 
42 
43 

142 
110 

63 

101 
44 
37 
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23 
29 
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25 
12 
79 

120 
24 
59 
18 
10 
46 
20 
65 
27 
14 
17 
54 
32 
97 
8 

57 
29 
61 
42 
65 
70 
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87 
149 
54 
12 

130 

1600 
34 
28 
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412 
176 
135 

17 
16 

151 
92 
25 
45 
28 

90 
25 
54 
50 
55 
56 
42 
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29 
17 

53 

10 
159 

37 
11 
23 
82 
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