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It ~y be added tba t th e Blackpoll has al ways been consid 
a l ate migrant on Nantucket . Its peak appearance is usually d~1:1d. to 
first hall of October and numbers of th em continue to pass thro :t':ltig tne 
~rtuaJ.l y th e end of the month. Danding is abou t over 1dth ey ugh Unt~ 
11Ud-October a:nd therefore little banding data is availa ble fo r 
l ate October. 

Number banded in September and October are given below for the 
following three years : 

September 

54 

October 

1958 

1959 

1960 

39 

40 

JO 

120 

93 

The Blackpoll on Nantucket, therefore, is a late migrant and i•d.tH 
peak that may usually coincide with the peak on Bermuda. It seems ~ii( 1 

that Nantucket receives only a minute proportion of the flights that /11 
observed on radar; thus the appearance of even small number of Bl ackpo~ 
in late October may well be an indicator of much larger numbers sttll( ~~• 
out acl"Oss the sea. ~~ 

From the standpoint of there being enoueh birds leaving at the ri.8ht 
season and with sufficient ,1eir;ht , Nantucket woul d seem to qualify as Q 

point on a presumed Blackpoll flight line bet ween southeastern New l!:nglalld 
and the Antilles. That many Bla ckpolls also t ak e a coastal route 
southward seems in no ,my to conflict with the theory of a long Atlantic 
fli gh t . It i s to be recalled that the Blackpoll breeds from north-cont 
Alaska to Haine and I.a.brador. That some portions of the population have 
perhaps evolved a quicker Atlantic flight-line 1,1hile others keep to the 
coast is not an unexpected so lution to the prob lem of reachinir ~rint erlng 
i:;rounds in South America via the \·Jest Indies. 
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COMMSNTS ON DIFFICULT DECISIONS 
By Charles H. Blake 

iooepting Jeff Swinebroad's invitation to conunent on hi s difficult 
;1.orui, here are a few. 

dtoiS 

~ ... ca ed and Carolina Chickadees 

179 

TwO other useful characters. The Carolina has very narrow , light 
adgins to secondaries , the Black-capped has broader , white edgings to 

~~ri,es. This is good in the hand but not in the field. Difference 
se00 n th between wing and tail is 9 to 10 mm. in Carolina and about 5 mm. 
!JI :a~k-capped. This may not hold for the small Florida race (carolinensis 

~)-

The wing measurements given are unsatisfactory. I give estimated 
~l!IElS for 90~ of birds (almost identical with observed range), and in 

(
) between them the mean..s, for young and known adults of Carolina (N.C.) 

aid Blaclc-capped (Mass.). My Carolinas may prove intennediate between 
tbJ nominate race and extimus. 

Carolina 
Black-capped 

1!!4ck • s and Carolina Wrens 

Ad. 
57.1 (b0.7) 64.3 
62.0 (65.3) 68.6 

Imm. 
56.2 (59.8) 63.4 
60.2 (63.5) 66.8 

Additional point. Bewick!s is gray rather than brown. Note: in 
juvenile plumage the undertail coverts of the Carolina have ill-defined dark 
t,ars, later plumages have black, sharp-edged bars. 

rerme.ssee and Pine 'Warblers 

Vermivora has the beak (seen in profile) quite straight top and 
bottom and very acute. Dendroica has the culmen decurved to a blunter 
tip. The dusky line through the eye of the Tennessee is a good character. 
It is more distinct than shown in Peterson's Pl. 52 and is a useful field 
character. Some Tennessees have a little white in the tail. 

Scarlet and SUrmger Tanagers 

The Scarlet has a dusky to black line 2-3 llllll. at the outer (not rear) 
edge of the undElrWing coverts. This is entirely wanting in the Summer. 
'!he body plw;1.age of female and young male Scarlet seems always to have a 
greenish tinge quite different from the clear yellow to slightly orange 
cast in the Swnmer. 

Another good character is distance from nostril to bill tip. 

Scarlet - 11-12 mm., soi 11½ or under 
Swmner - 12½-14½ mrn., 75113 or over. 

P.0.Box 613, Hillsboro, North Carolina 




