PREVENTING NET CASUALTIES
By Anne Shreve

Reprinted from EBBA Workshop Manual, Vol.lk, 1965

of this has been written and said before, but perhaps that was
" ur beginners' time, so if its repetition can prevent even one
v E it will have been worth the writing.

in West Virginia, bird-banders are almost as scarce as Sutton's
, With few experienced people available, we learn some things by
"and error, and throuzh manuals such as this, We have learned a few
'ques of our own which we found were helpful to others, especially to
'ers, so we pass them on.

Heres

ues of Removinz a Bird from the Net:

‘Your first solo with a badly tangled chickadee may be a trying

sence (for both bander and bandee). Always remind yourself of one

if the bird went in, il can be backed out ecasily and unharnued.

: andal' must first take the time necessary to figure out exactly how

rd went into to the net, Observe carefully from which side the bird
bored the net, and between which trammels it went, in order to find the
th of the pocket in which the bird lies. Start on the side of the net
sh the bird entered; part the trammels and netling loosely, and look

the pocket caused by the weight of the bird. Back the bird out the

t went in, step by step. A light touch is a most important prerequi-
or all methods. There are several standard procedures for removine
but you will find that different species and different problems will
quire your own improvisation.

The original, ,and perhaps still the most widely used, requires the
following stens:

1, Find out from which side of the net the bird entered. Find the
mouth of the pocket caused by the weight of the bird.

2, (The tibia is the feathered part of the leg above the bare taisus.)
Using the left hand, grasp both tibias from behind in the fwilow.
ing manner:

a, Put the index finger between the tibias.

b. Hold securely by pressing the thumb against the bird®s
right tioia,

c. and pressing the middle finger against the left tibia., This
leaves the right hand free to remove net strands from the
entangled legs and feet.

de The first and most important step in removing net strands from
legs and feet is to make certain all threads are pulled dowm
and off tibias and thighs. (These threads are sometimes hich
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up on the thigh at the flank. Make sure all threaq ,
kept down below the heel joint (which is the promip., 08
between the tibia and tarsus). R
e. Untangle the toes by pulling strands gently - a Pene
orange stick is helpful. (It will be noticed that 1}1
Joint is straightened out, the bird's toes have g tend
to relax and netting is then easily removed,) g

pelease the left (or right) wing.
: Relﬂase the head.

The other wing is next.

the right foot.

edure requires an experienced "feel" - the bird is sort of

pls PT0 3 released in order of foot, wing, head, wing and foot.

3. Pull the bird up and away from the net, still holding the
g over an

the feathered tibia, above the bare tarsus. Flick net t
from the bend of the wings, working from the underside,

4. When both wings are free, pull remaining loops from aroung 4
neck, working from the back of the head forward. pazard with is not quite as serious as it appears to be is:

.;‘.“:: in the nete.

Another popular method is very useful when the bird is Positionad

downward in the net, and not too badly tangled: N tructure of birds, especially thrushes, brown thrashers and
' s gL Zuows net threads.to cateh behind the tongue. While the bird's

fsheld between the index and second finger, the third and fourth

wps and the thumb can hold the net near the side of the mouth, and

e pressure on the tongue. A pencil, an orange stick, or a sharp

can be manipulated with the free hand to lift the thread from bahind
oft of the tongue. Until one becomes deft at releasing the tor.lgue

s mammer, a small pair of sélssors is invaluable. Usually, clipping
le thread of mesh will do the tirick, and it is certainly worth the
v and tear on a beginner's nerves, not to mention the bird's.

T« Work from the side of the net entered by the bird.

2. Reach into the pocket and grasp the bird with the head be e
the index and second finger. The thumb should slide in be
the wing, under the leg and touch the breast. -

3. With the other hand, remove the threads from the bend of the
wings, one at a time, working from the front of the » thi
4, With the bird still held in the original position, remove the
strands from around the neck, pulling them off in the manney o
remo¥ing a T=shirt. 4

4tine in less than perfect weather is only for the experienced bander,
4 he should have help. No novice should attempt it.

ind can blow the net to one end of the lines and strangle a caught bird.

5¢ Pull the bird up and away from the net, and it will free its o

feet in an effort to fly. sect, hot sun can kill a bird within minutes, especially if its

\ otected underparts are exposed.

ynot band in the rain. A rain-soaked bird might not survive; wet hands
mse body feathers to stick to the fingers and are pulled out.

This method, when administered with a nimble hand and a light
touch, is very easy on the bird as the only firm contact is o
the sides of the neck. It is also a timesaver since the bi

feet untangle themselves, .
s may also become stiff and slow in very cold weather, allowing a

A third method requires a little practice but is applicable to alme to freeze before it is extricated from the net.

every situation. ‘_“ |
' course, an improperly attended net leaves birds to hawks, house cats,

,a and other predators that are quick to notice a struggling bird. A

1. As always--determine the side of the net entered.
or should check his nets every fifteen to twenty minutes.

2. Grasp the left (or right) leg above the tarsus and release

bird's foot. i8n nets are furled, be sure they are secured in at least three places.

may use cord, strips of cloth, clothes pins, or pipe cleaners. A
perching on an unsecured, furled net, may become entangled and

i between the trammels.
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Gathering cages may become infested with parasites, and fungy,
on the droppings therein., Foot Pox can be fatal to

become infested. Cages sho
should be cleaned often and expoged to the sun,

mesh onion bag, or a bag made of mosquito netting is ideal fo
one or two birds per bag. A nylon laundry bag, with ‘three si
stitched vertically, can accommodate several birds; droppings P ;
the mesh, bags are washed daily, and birds can cling to the insige .
no danger of injuring themselves,

P. 0. Box 311, st. Mbans, West Virginia

CATTLE EGRET DISPERSAL STUDY
By T. A. Backett, ITT

Due to the widespread interest and lack of knovledge surrounding 4
Cattle Egret, Ardeola ibis, the author and his co-workers have bandeq.
nearly 2,000 of this species. This season 1,000 were red color banded g
the left leg and an aluminum government band was applied to the right ta;

It is hoped that all sightings of these color banded birds will be
reported whenever they are seen, A1l of these nestlings were banded ‘
a radius of 15 miles of Charleston, South Carolina. There can be 1little

dubt that a definite age for breeding will be secured from these birds
and that they will spread from Canada to South Ame €0
into California. Past recoveries have
wanderers and colonizers of new areas,

That they are very adaptable is being fast proved from almost all
facets of the species life cycle. From timing of nesting, utilization of
used nests of other species, feeding at garbage dumps, consumption of
substitute foods when pastures are not available, and last but not least

Flease report all sightings to T.A.Beckett, III, Magnolia Gardens,
Johns Island, South Carolina.





