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The 

EBBA now has about 700 members in 42 states plus many ab 
cha?ces are. there will be a member somewhere along you r vacat~ad. Thi 
business trip. Bring alone your EBBA Ne1-rs and make that tel h n n>u.te_ 
Remember that handers are more fr-lendJ.y than any oth er pe opi!: one~ 

John R. Given, R.F.D. 1, Croton Ave., Peekskill, N.Y. 

EBBA NOW TAX EXEMPT 

The Internal Revenue Service• U. s. Trea De rtme 
ruled that EBBA 1s on exempt status. Contrib=ns :de ~tEB~s now 
deductible from income taxes (including dues, of course) and be are 
legacies, etc. are deductible for Federal estate tax nnY"nn quests, 

,,-;t"'ses. 

Postage cost of mailing EBBA News to members from no 
.ha.l.:f what it has been before tiiis" determination was made w 0

~ willidbe 
saving to EBBA. -- cons arable 

FRONT COVER 

( A typical v.brksh.op Session is illustrated on tbi_s issue's front COVIi' 
photo by Frank P • Frazier). It is the session on Trap Construction -

with Frank McCamey, EBBA' s newly elected First Vice President demonstrat!JC 
the how of it. • 

Aihert Schnitzer's report on this session, am Dr. McCamey's WorkshOP 
.Manual article on "Hot-1 to M4ke a Chickadee Trap," will appear in the oext 
issue of film! News. 

PREVENTING NET CASUALTIES 
By Anne Shreve 

Reprinted from EBBA Workshop Yanual, Vol.4, 1965 

1 of this has been written and said before , but perhap s that was 
Al ur beginners ' time , so if its repetition can prev ent ev,m one 

ote O it will have been Horth the writing . ty , 

HiJ 

in We st Vi rginia, bi rd -ban de rs are alrn o st as sca rce as Sutton's 
Here, With few experienced peopl e avail able, we le a rn some things by· 

l rsd error, and through manuals such as tM s . vJe have learned a f ew \~~es of our 01-m which we fo und were rel pful to ot l1er s , ospec:i.ally to 
illl'lars, so we pass them on. 

ues of )ffimovi. a a Bird .from the Net : 

y ur first solo with a badly tangled chickadee may lie a tryin r r/ ce (for both bander and bandee ). Ahmys remind yourself of one 
.enif the bird went in , it can be backed out easily and unhanit ed . 

b · der must firs·!; take the time necessary l;o fi~ux-e out exactly how 11 b~~ went into ·the net . Ob~erve careful~y from 1v'.1ich side the. bird 
ta d the net , and_ bet w?en wh1.ch_ tra~els it went , in ord:r to find the 
th of the pocket in which the bird b.e s. Start on the side of the net 

\ h the bird entered ; part t.he trammels and nettin g loosel y , and look 
t.o the pocket caused by tl10 weight of the bird . Back th e bird out th e 

it went in , step by step . A li gh t touch i s a most important prerequi ­
,tte for all methods . There ar~ several sta:idard pr.o?edures for removin : _ 

5, but you will find that different species and d1 fferent p rolJl ems ••r.1.ll 
require your own improvisation . 

The orio-inal, ,;:ind perhaps still the most ,ridely used, requires the 
fol101t!i; g steps: -
1, Find out from w'l.ich side of th e net the bird P.ntered. Find the 

mouth of the pooket caused by the wei ght of the bird. 

2. (The tibia is the .feathered part of the l eg above the bare t.al's:.i.s .. ) 
Using the left hand, grasp both tib :i.as from behind in the J>,.rtoi-1-

ing manner: 
a. Put the index fin ger between the tibias. 
b. Hold securely by pres sing the thumb against the bird's 

ri ght tioia, 
c. and pressing the middle finger a gainst the left tibia. Thi s 

leav e s the r:i_eht hand free to remove net s tr~nds from the 
entangl ed legs and feet. 

d. The first and most important step in removing net strands from 
legs and feet is to make certain all threads arEi pulled do:-m 
and off tibias and thighs. (These threads are sometimes hi~h 
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up on the thigh at the flank. Make sure all threa 
kept down below the heel joint (which is the pro~s are 
between the tibia and tarsus). 0 nt jo 

e. Untangle the toes by pulling strands gently _ a pe 
orange stick is helpful. ( It will be noticed that nou 01-
joint is straightened out, the biro 's toes haw a i;t he&J. 
to relax and netting is then easily removed. ) nden~ 

J. Pull t he bird up and away from the net, still holding th 
the feathered tibia, ab ove the bare tarsus. F.l.iok net t~8k-e 
from the bend of the wings, working from the underside. Ilda 

4. When both wings are free, pull remaining loops frolll aro 
neck, working from the back of the head f orward. und the 

B. Another popular method is very useful when the biro is positi 
downward in the net, and not too badly tangled: · Olled 

1 • 

2. 

J. 

4. 

Work from the side of the net entered by the biro. 

Reach into the pocket and grasp the bird with the head bet 
the index and second finger. The thumb should slide in be~~~ 
the wing, under the leg and touch the breast. "J-Od 

With the other hand, re:ioove the threads from the bend of the 
wings, one at a time, working from the .front of the wing, this 

With the bird still held in the original position, raxnove the* 
strands from around the neck, pulling them off in the mannet t 
remotlng a T-shirt. 0 

5. Pull the bird up and away from the net, and it will free i ts OWJI 
feet in an effort to .fly. 

This method, when administered with a nimble hand and a light 
toucll, is very eaf:TY on the bird as the only finn contact is on 
the sides of the neck. It is also a timesaver since the bi rd's 
feet untangle themselves. 

C. A thiro method requires a littJ.e practi ce but is applicable t o all!aost 
every sit uation . 

1 • As always--detemine t he side of the net entered 0 

2. Grasp the left (or right) leg above the tarsus and release the 
bird ' s fo ot . 

6, 

SHRB:Vi~ - Preventing Net Casualti es 

the left (or right) wing. aeiease 

Belease the head. 

The other wing is next.. 

The right foot. 
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proced ure requires an experienced "feel" - the biro is sort of 
Thi!er and released in order of foot, wing, head, wing and foot. 

ed 0 

A 11azard with is not quite as serious as it appears to be is: 
e cau ht in the net. 

uth structure of birds• especialzy thrushes, brovm thrashers and 
JJIOJ.".1 allows net threads to catch behind the tongue. While the biro' s 

~~i 8
beld between the index and second finger, the third and fourth 

,_.er: and the thumb can hold the net near the side of the mouth, and 
~eve pressure on the tongue. A pencil, an orange stick, or a sharp 
.,..... can be manipulated with the free hand to lift the thread from be.hind 
1!68 cleft of the tongue. Until one becomes deft at releasing the tongue 
:' this manner, a small pair of scissors is invaluable. Usually, clipping 

single thread of mesh will do the trick, and it is certainly worth the 
and tear on a beginner's nerve s , not to mention the bird's. 

-.iting in less than perfect weather is only for the experienced bander, 
illd he should have help. No novice should attempt it. 

land can blow the net to one end of the lines and strangle a caught biro. 

.111rect, hot sun can kill a biro within minutes, especially if its 
a11p10tected underparts are exposed. 

n, not band in the ra.in o A rain-soaked bird might not survive; wet hands 
cause body feathers to stick to the fingers and are pulled out. 

J1ngers may also become stiff and slow in very cold weather, allowin g a 
b1rd to freeze before it is extricated from the net. 

Ot course, an improperly attended net leaves biros to hawks,. hous~ cat~, 
toxes and other predators that are quicl<" to notice a st1:1ggh ng bird. A 
lieginner should check his nets every fifteen to twent y nunute s. 

en nets are furled , be sure they are secured in at least three places . 
Ohe may use coro , strips of cloth, clothes pins, or pipe cleaners . A 
bird, perching on an unsecured , furled net , may become entaneled and 
slip bet ween the trammels. 
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Gatherin g cages may become infested with parasites, and fun gi llla;y-t 
on the droppings therein. Foot pox can be .tatal to birds which ha ~ 
become infested. Cages should have removable papers on the botto Ve 
should be cleaned of-ten and exposed to the sun. An ordinary Plas~ atict 
mesh onion bag• 01• a bag lllade of mosquito netting is ideal for oa~~ 
~>ne or two bin:ls per bag. A l\'fl.on laundry bag, with three di v:i.aj_--!'..~ 
stitched vertically, can a ccommodate several birds; droppings fall, 0~~..._ 

the mesh, bags are washed daily, and bin:ls can cl ing t o the insi de ·~ 
no danger o,f injurin g t hemselves. ~tit 

P. 0 • Box 311 , s t. Albans, \le st Virginia 

CATTLE EGRET DISPERSAL STUDY 
B;y T. A. Beckett, III 

Lue to the widespread interest and la ck of k:no, •ledge surround in g tha 
Cattle Egret, Ardeola ~. the author and his co-workers have banded 
nearly 2, 000 of this species. This season 1, 000 were red color banded on 
the left leg and an alUlllinum government band was applied to the rig ht 

It is hoped that all sightings of these color banded birds will be 
reported whenever they are seen. All of these nestlings ware banded wj,tlda 
a radius of 15 miles of Charleston, South Carolina. There can be li ttle 
<t>ubt that a definite age f or breeding will be secured from these bi rds 
and that they will spread from Canada to South Alllerica, and .from Mexico 
into Calti'omia. Past rec overies have sho,m this species to be great 
wanderers and colonizers of new areas. 

That they are very adaptable is being fast pro ved from almos t all 
facets of the spe cies life cycle. From timing of ne s ting, utilizat ion ot 
used nes t s of oth e r spe cies, feeding at gar bage dumps , consumption of 
substitu t e f oods when pas tu res are no t availa ble• a nd las t but not least, 
t hat abili ty to f i ll va cuums le ft by ot he r members of th e l ong- l egged waders. 

Plea se re port all s ig ht ings to T.A. Becket t, III , Magnoli a Gardens, 
Johns I s lan d , South Carol ina . 

A NATURALIST'S TOUR TO I C~LJ\ND - Pa rt II 
By Albert Schnit zl e r 

Illustrated vi th Photo gra phs by t he Author 
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. is a list of the birds we saw, arranged per th e Fifth &ii tion 
10J.l.Ol~ t showing the scientific and cormnon names as shown here . 

U oheok- s •. . t ho.m in this North American compilation, I 
O, .. ~e yery few '-~1rd~nnoGudms :undsson' s list and in Peterson's "~ ropean . t II" names su.,wn 1 

tne Birds"• de to 

TI!lf ~ EUROPEAN (AMERI CAN) COMMON NAME 

Great Northern Diver (Connnon loon) 
0 :via :iJnmer Red-throated Diver (Red-throated loon) "a.a_ ... ,, stellata _ ( d G b ) 
u v_. t Slavonian Grebe Horne re e podiceps auri us Fulmar 

FnJ.nlarus g~~;;s Marne Shearwa te r 
Fuf.f:i.nusbas;anu s Gannet 
Morus rax car.bo Cormorant (Great Cormorant) pba].acroco · 

f• P}lalaorocorax aristo telis Shag 
8, nus Whooper swan 
9• 01or cyg Grey Lag Goose 
10, Anser abnsehyr r,._·-chus Pink-footed Goose 
It Anser rac u.yu rd 

• Anas platyrh,ynchos Malla 
12. strepera Gad wall 
13• Anas cuta Pintail 
t4, Anas a Teal ( Connnon Teal) 
15. Anas creccal Widgeon (European Widgeon) 16 Mareca pene ope . . 

• Mareca americana American Widgeon 
17, tul lypeata Shoveler 
18, Spa a ; . a Pochard (Cormnon Pochard) 
19, .Ayt~ama~~ Scaup (Greater Scaup) 20

• Ayt~ fuligula Tufted Duck 
21, Ayt ya . 1 d. ca Bar!'Oi ·', s Goldene ye 
22, Bucephala is an. 

1 
Lo tailed Duck (Olds qua w) 23 Clangula hyernalis ng- . 

'&• Histrionicus hi s trionicus Harlequin Duck~- ) 
' t • mollis s ima Zid e r (r:~ommon ~ider 

25, 3
?ma ~na . Common Scot er 

26, Oi.denua nigra Goo sand er ( Common Mer ganser) 
27, Mergus mergans er Red-breast ed Mer gan ser 
28, Mergus serrator . ta"l d " gle (Gray Sea Ea:;le) 29, Haliaeetus albicill a \'/hite- l. e .Ja 
JO Falco rusticolu s Gyrfalcon 
31: Falco columbariu s Merlin (Pi geon Hawk) . ) 

Ptanni~an (Rock Ptanni gan 
~ . La,gopus mutus 1 0 ter~atc he r (European Oystercatcher ) )), Haematopus ostra egue ys . 
)4, Vanellus vanellus ~p wJn g 
)S, Charadriu s hi a ticula Rm ged Plover (Eu . Gold en Plo ve r) )6 · • · -' Golden Plov e r ra s i an , Pluvialis ap 1'J.ca r 1-a t (Ruddy Turn s tone ) 3?, Arenaria int e rp res Turns one 




