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in numbers varying with the migl'ational fJJ . • ht s . At tnost, thr ee or four 
· ere seen in the air at once. i•bst all th es e birds frequented th e body 
of the isla nd and hara sse d th e numerous song birds present. Occasi onally 
a merlin would perch nearby and in spect one ' s net lane. From ti.ma to 
time , low-flyi ng merlins or those- attracted to birds in the nets i-1ould 
get caught. Ho .. :ever , on September 29th i·•hen I f ound a female merlin 
lying in the bottom shelf of my shore net tan :;led amid the beach 
ve 1:;eta t io n less than t 1-:o fee t from a killdeer decoy. I could not explain 
the bird ' s presence by any other than its att r ac t io n t o that silh ouette . 
Foolin g shore birds 1 ·as one th i ng, but f oolin g a fa l con 1-1as somethi ng els e 

The experie .nce a t I sla nd 3each '.d th t he dec oys reinforced some of 
my earlier experien ce regarding t he set t in g of net s fo r shore birds . 
The use of decoys does not guarantee success . One must adopt a netting 
pattern s uite d to t he par t icular condi t io ns. For those t•1ho band shore 
birds at night , the most importa nt fac t or is l oca t ing the birds ' flight 
path :Jheth er it be the surf ' s edge , a bay shore or a mud ba r . Once a 
good fli ght pat h is l ocated , a net , or severa l net s, se t perpendicularly 
to the pa t h is most advanta geous . Ho,:ever , during the day , this same 
techniq ue may fail miserably depe nding on l ocal condi t i ons. Sometimes 
birds will fly into a visible net an:i at ot her ti mes they shy a, :ay from 
it . One of the most effective se t s that I have foun d f or open flats i.s 
illustrated in :ii'igure III . The net s are set in a ''U" or a cup-shape. 
The number of 12- or 18-meter nets use d depe nds on the s;lze of the fla t. 
•'or a small fla t or puddle , t .,,:o nets i'or,:ning a "V" are satisfact ory. Foi, 

lar ger fiats, usuall.y fi ve nets suffice. The openin g of the cup depends 
on the size of the .flat and t he number of people in vol ved. The opening• 
sho uld be as l ar ge as possib l e . The object is to decoy the birds ont o 
the fiat at the cup opening , and t hen sl owly walk t oward the birds , 
keeping th em scurring to ,,iard the net . All the birds must be herded as 
a group and kept facin g t he net. If some bir ds stray t o the si de , the 
whole floc k may f ollo t• and be los t. A sec ond or third perso n is very 
helpful at this point. When t he birds are cl ose t o th e ne t, t hey are 
flus hed by hand- cl apping or shout in g. If th e herdin g ,·.as prope r ly done , 
t he birds will have bee n cl ose enough to the net so as not to have been 
abl e to mount over the net at t he time of fl ushing. If one uses a straig 
line of nets , t he birds in variable escape by flushing and flying _paral l el 
to the net . The cup-shape of t he net usttally preve nt s th is "leaking. " 
In a confined set t ing, some birds do not settle readily. Both species 
of yell o:•rle gs are diffi cult in t his respec t. I have ha d them circle 
several tillles onl y to depart ,,:itho ut se t tling. The lar ger settin gs hel p 
brin g these spe ci es to the dec oys. 

I have not tried a cup-shaped set t ing on an open ocean beac h , but 
it seems that such a setting should '"Ork . In such a case , a set t ing 
openin g to the birds• path of flig h t al ong the beach seems adviseable . 
'l'he set can be doubl ed t o an open-end figure eight as in Figu r e IV to 
acc ommodate birds in both dire ctio ns. The shifting of t he outer ne t s 
can adjust for tide changes. 

' 

BRADLEY - Hand-Reared Robin 

Host banders fail to make use of th 
added sidelight is the use of deco s o e allureme?t of decoys. One 
is familiar with the great cautionys ho~no:her spe?ie s . Hany a bander 
when ali ghting on a feeder tray or ent;riny the fi.rst evenin r: grosbeak 
usually_ foll o~·s is also a familiar si ,,ht g1,•\{ra~. The pilin g in that 
piling l.ll process with a decoy or two _,i • ,e • ,•hy not hasten the 
evening grosbeak silhouet t es are wai t• n ;he trap? Presently, 18 male 
So far this has not been a "±'inch ' ·'in ~g ,.or some grosbeaks to arrive. 
goldfinch silhouettes . ·· r. In preparation are some 

This one year's trial-and-error use of ho . 
m,ost satisfying. The take for the s re bird decoys ha s been 
i n the spring and very little done ~ a~hwi;h 

1
r0st of the bandin g done 

specie s including t he following: se mi a e \ was 123 b~rds of nine 
snipe , spotted sa ndpiper , solitary san~p~t dlplover, killdeer, common 
sandpiper, dunlin and semipalmated sandp~~::: esser yello wlegs, lea s t 
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HAND-REARED ROBIN RETURNS 'ID PLACE OF RELEAsE 
By Leonaro. J. Bradley 

Sooner or later, anyone who operate . · 
to band a hand-reared bini which is abou! t, b:dl.ng station will be asked 
Audubon Center we band a number each . released. Here at 
fied ~ed and ready to fly. We do this~~r/ronded that they are fully 
public relations, even though we know t~t ~ for the sake of good 
bird, particularly a migratory bird survi . e. chances of a hand-reared 
indeed. This year we have proof that it V:!Jlg in the wild is slim 

~ happen. 

One of 'IfTY' returns was an adult b 
1963, as an 1mma. ture, hand-reared b~ inrt No• 612-2.5242, banded Jure 6, 
at Katonab, New York, . but l·ias bande • was raised from a fledgling 
or Connecticut, Greenwich Conn d anf.5released at the Audubon Center 
retaken at the Audubon Ce~ter 0 ~ 'J:!\ 9, ~*~ from Katonah. It was 

~dubon Genter of Greenwich 613 Ri . 
' versvilJ.e Road, Greenwich, Connecticut 

Oce~o~ing Forward to EBBA Annual Meeting 
ity, JV'.aryland, April 23, 24 & 25, 196.5 
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