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later my wife, Billie, received a phone call about a strange hirg at a
Teeder in nearby Chevy Chase, After more phone calls involvin
descriptions of the bird, Billie, who does much of our banding, too!
trap and joined another bander friend -iti rap at the site the pewt day
Although the bird was almost ridiculously unafraid of people, 14 :
cleverly kept out of reach and out of the traps.,

As a watched pot never boils, so the bird seemed destined to
remain untrapped, as the banders vatched longingly, dventually, they
retired to another part of the house, but later, when the traps were
checked again some hours after original set-up, Iureka! the bird was
safely captured in the ZBRA prize trap. There followed a quick dash
dovn to the U. 3. National Maseum where Dr, John Aldwich confirmed the
identification, and also, alas, pointed out that the condition of the
bird's legs strongly suggested that it had only recently escaped from
captivity. Undaunted, our friend, Mrs. Georgia Buck, banded the bird
and released it shortly aftervard in a fine vild area along the
Potomac River.,

S0 vhat was this first bird caught in the EBBA Prize trap? It was
a brilliant male Hooded Oriole, a species normally occurring only in the
far southwestern U. S. as a summer visitor from Mexico,
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From Walter Bigger's Letter to the Editor

Peggy and I had quite good luck. Ve banded 4805 birds 1n 2811 net
hours. We were pushed on 5 October by a Creeper-Kinglet flight, with
169 Creepers and 79 Kinglets, Total for that day was an even 600,

You've seen the mass flights so there's nothing I could add, While
I was there we dig not have them as in former years, e Just had birds
all day long! On October 15 we banded 514 and never used a collecting
cage! Birds never started moving until after 0900, and it continued
until 1600 that aftermoon. It wag a real pleasure to find birds in each
net every time Yyou checked, Saw my first Song Sparrow flight wm we
banded 142 on 14 October, Ue had back-to-back days on 14«15 October
of 476 and 514,

Never had a Junco flight -- only 2 days of more than 100, Hermit
Thrushes and Myrtles were steady the last 10 days., lost unusual catch
was 5 Hooded Warblers, 2 on 4 October and 3 on 18 October, Bruce Adams
also caught 2 and Fred ¥ears 1 on the 18th, I'q caught them here at
home but never so many at Island Beach,

The only birds I'm chasing now are wild turkeys. The residents here
awoke £o a rude shock the day we left for Island Beach., At 0300 T caught
a2 small bear helping himself to the suet in a woodpecker feeder, He'd
already "fixed" some feeders and spread the incinerator around a bit,
Ve've spent the past 3 weeks trying to woo back our regulars,
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