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OPERATTON RECOVERY AT SANDY HOOK, NEW JERSEY - 1962
Ly Robert Co Frohling

Sandy Hoolk, llew Jersey, offers a unique location for an Operation
Recovery station. Uhether one subscribes to the theory of broad-front
movement of nocturnal migrants or the theory of channelization of these
pigrants down river valleys, along mountain~tops, etc., Sandy Hook would
geom to be a matural place for birds to concentrate (Fig. 1). Asa
result of occupation by the U, 8o Army for many decades, parts of the
Hook have remained in an essentially natural condition. Ir July, 1962,
the lower one~third of the isthmus vwas turned over to the State of New
Jersey for administration as a public parke.

Realizing the potentials of this area as an Operation Recovery
station, I made application to the proper state authorities for
permission to set up a netting project. After some hesitation because
of the small size of the area involved, suthorities granted permission
for a limited ttegt! project. As i1l be noted furthur on, I now
pelieve that this he sitation wvas justified.

7he netting was done is a uwooded tract of approximately 200 acres
on the northeast shore of spermacetti Cove. This section has been
designated a matural area" and is not open to the public. Ancient
holly trees (Tlex opaca), some of them two feet in diameter, dominate
the scene, An understory of smilax, poison ivy and other shrubs is almost
impenetrable. Salt marsh vegetation sweeps in among the trees in several
places. Along the cove are dunes covered with beach plum, poison ivy,
and. their ecologic associates. Before the state acquired the area, aimy
bulldozers had cleared several lanese In addition, the park naturalist
had cut a trail through some of the heaviest growth. These openings
were used as netting lanese

Panding was started on the evening of September 13 and continued
intermittantly until October 13, A total of fifteen days or part days
were spent on the project. On most days, the nets were in operation
from davn to dusk. The rumber of nebs (standard 12 meter 13" nets) in
use varied but never exceeded sixe. During the first fey days there
wag congiderable shifting of nets until the best locations were
determined.

A total of 552 individuals of U species were banded. There were
no rarities nor species of umusual interest. Table 1 gives a mmerical
sumnary of the birds panded., The following species have been eliminated
from the table to increase ibs readability. Only one individual (two
where noted) of each vas netting during the project - Sparrow Havk (10/1.2),
liourning Dove (10/7), v hippoorill (9/22), Yellow=bellied Tlycatcher (9]29),
Mue Jay (9/30), louse lren 9/23), Winter Wren (10/13), Parula Varbler
(9/22), Cape lay Varbler (10/7), Black-throated Blue Tarbler - two (L0/6),
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Tigure 2. Comparison of Birds Per let Hour
at Sandy llook and Island Beach on Selected

1962 Days.
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varbler (9/29), Yellou-breasted Chat (10/12), looded Varbler
o o 99’21.'L , Canada Warbler (9/16), Indigo Bunting

6)
two (9/30 & 10/13).

i it ] Island
i rest to compare catches with those:: obtained at
lltllzsnﬁlin:.; 'tg jf:l}g south. Figure 2 shows the birds per net hour for
o days at the two locations. AMthough alt first gla{we the1_~9 seens

closer examination reveals disparities not

tions in elose proximity. Catches on only
walf of the days showed similar trends. Memy factors are undoubtedly

vk which are not being considered.

s ckadee distribution was made during the project.
s ited 5 the dividing line between the Ble_ick..
Most chickadees to the south of the river
M1 six of the chickadees handed were

An observation on

capped and Carolina Chickadees.
are considered to be Carolinis.
jdentified as Black-capse

i i sulted from the study.
There were two interesting recoveries which re ‘
A Browm Creeper (#loz—j?hﬁ)db%;ded b;%r g;n S.y %gﬁegiogcagbiiligdazezggoon
ber 11 at 0730 was nette me a "
ic;-;;giolia arbler - immature (#102-5991_’?) banded ‘?y me at Sandy(}look on
october 6 at 1300 was picked up dead in Brooklyn, New York City (near

500 by R. Greenman (pers. COMMe)e
Cetmesro O s o o ]-all_rru:»?{J stydue north of the banding location.

' these recoveries were made -
'Eghcgﬁstitute furthur banding evidence of the phenomena of reverse migration.
s area is in order. The "natural

A comment on the conservation of thi e Wy

] ique botaniecally, and it
B Tt e i stturte f the park pe;'sonnel. M1lions of people

u e despite the efforts o ‘
ﬁfratu:g?;iin a.nsﬁour or two drive of these pxei;.loug tzgg ati:‘rt\ajs. Iiiiz;lr 3:(;3
i is time, If the ! of New . »
questionable at this tim s o popeitied.

by banders is >
a%;le to acguire the rest of the Hook, some banding

ing site of at least three species of
June, one of our banding fraternity

i hollies by using

sl3 ed the bark of many of the large ancm?nt y

ziﬁgﬁnéjidgfsgto reach the nests of the herons. t;l‘h:r_s was hg.gngegti}zgzed
i 553 the park personnel. Entrance t::_p. 1e area g

gﬁgg?_ngxgmsmcigl permit for "bird observation.” lleed more be sald!
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This location is also the ne;t
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