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GOOD WILL AND UNDERSTANDING 
By Mabel 1-Jarburton 

Jood will bet ween bird banders and their neighbors, or any person 
who in any way becom0s involved in your bird banding activities, cannot 
be over- stresse d. 

Euch of the misW1derstandine between bird handers and the public is 
due to the fact that the connnon man does not understand just what we are 
doin g . It is surprising to us who are so intensely interested in our 
work to find persons who haven't the vaguest notion of what it is all 
about. Some bird handers are r,rorking to instruct the people, especially 
children, but many of us are doing nothing at all. 

Ey problem was a neighborhood dog. He accompanied some children who 
cut through my woodla nd, and on several occasions got in to my houset rap 
and killed birds. Telling the children what I was doing and how important 
it was to ke ep the dog out, se emed to have no effect. I called the 
neighbo r on the teleph one, but this seemed inadequate; she was only 
mildly intereste d, and seemed to think not much harm was being done by 
letting her dog roam. 

Finally I hit upon the idea of sending her a letter. I wrote out 
all the interesting material about my bud banding statio n that I could 
think of: I told her when it was started; what its purpo se was; how many 
birds I ha d banded; of ho1-: many species ; and finally appe aled to her to 
help me in this ,1ork by keeping her dog home. I pointed out that i t was 
decidedly unfai r for her dog to come into a place where I deliberately 
coaxed birds to come, and then des tr oy them. 

In a few days she called and thanked me for the letter, and told me they had gotten rid of the dog. She seemed genuinely interested in what 
I had written her, and said they had not cared to keep the dog inside, 
nor to train it in any vray, so had sent it out on a farm. 

It may not ahs.ys be this easy, but in this case, there ·was a happy 
ending for all. 

Note: Incidentally, the Pennsylvania bird bander has the law on his side; 
it is unlawful for AflY dog to rtl!l at large in this State, licensed or 
unlicensed. Although the enforcement is left up to each municipality, and 
is not often taken too seriously, it is the la w. 

JOO Hest Trenton Ave., MorrisviJJ.e, Pa. 
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OPERATION RECOVERY AT SANDY HOOK,. NEW JERSEY - 1962 
by Robert c. Frohlmg 

A,r Ho 1 New Jersey offers a unique location for an Operation San"'v O <, · . . ;ne subscrib es to the theory of broad-front 
Recovery statio~ ~e=~ts or the the ory of channelization of these !llOv-eroent of noc. rn all along mountain-tops, etc., Sandy Hook v:ould 
tn,1grant\ do\m :n~!/pla~~s for biros to concentrate (Fig• 1) • As a 
8eem to e a na . h O S Artrry for many decades, parts of the 
result of occu~at~i°i:1 by t a ~t~lly natural condition. Ir. July, 1962, 
Hook have remainerdinfa~esr th.mus ·was turned over to the state of New tbe 10,,,er one-thi O e 5 • 
Jersey for administration as a public pa rk. 

te ti.al of this area as an Operation Recovery 
Realizing the ~ ~ion ~ the prop er state authorities for station, I made appb.ca tt· ·ect After some hesitation because 

permission to set up ~~e illg~:ived• authorities granted permission 
~~r~eJ·=ds~:s~f, proj;~~: As w:l~l•~e noted furthur on, I now 
believe that this hesitation ,,ias jusl:.if ied. 

d d t t of approximate].y 200 acres The netting ,,1as done is a woo e. /~ This section bas been 
on the northeast shore of ~perroa<;ett:i. t O ~ to the public. Ancient 
designated a "natural area and is no o1: feet in diameter, dominate 
holly trees (llex opaca ) , s~me ~emoton ivy and other shrllbs is almost 
the scenEf. An und.er sto l'"Y O tat·o~ ~-reeps in axoong t,he trees in several 
il.npenetrable. salt marsh ve!~es\overed with beach pltmL, poison ivy, 
places. Along ~e cove ~ Before the state acquired the area, army and their ecologic associates. 1 In addition the park naturalist 
bulldozers ha~ cleared several f ~:she aviest growth. These openings had cut a trail through some o 
,iere used as netting lanes. 

venin of September 13 and continued 
Banding 11as s~~et~n ~; e A to '.kl of fifteen days or part days internd. ttantly until . c er • t cl.a s t he nets we re in. operation were spent on the proJect. On ~s t y ( • ta ndard 1 2 meter 1½11 nets) in 

from dawn to dusk. The number o ne ~~ the fir st fe vi days there 
use varied but neve: e~ceedefd sf• until the best locations ,1ere was con siderahle shift1.ng o ne s 
determined. 

. . . d 1 of 48 snec ie s ,-1ere banded. There ,-ier e A total of 552 1ndivi :ua s . te " t Table 1 giv e s a numerical 
no rarities nor ~cies~fdunu;~f~llo~ g• species have been elinri.nated stumnary of the birds ba e ~ 18 bility Only one individual (t ,-o from the table to increase J. t~ reada th; ro je ct - ~pa.rx•ot-r £la.i,1k (10 /12) • 
where noted ) of each was_nettJJ~u 1

~ 2) iello, -,-bellied 71.ycatcher (9 /29), 
Hourning :r::ove (10 /_7), 1:.1:ippoort/· ) Winte~ Wren (10 / 13), Parula 1·'e.rbler i:n.ue Jay (9 / 30), 110use /ren (9)23 • t, throated Blue \·:arble1• - ti -:o (10/6), (9/zz), Cape Hay ·larbler (10/ 7, 31ac.-
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Figure 1. 
Relation of Sandy Hook to possible fiight lines. 
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Fi gure 2 . Compar i son of Bir ds Per Net Hour 
at Sandy Hook and Island Beach on elected 
1962 Days. 
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Jiia1._,brea sted '1:arb l er (9/ 29), Yelloi ,-b reasted Chat (10 /12), Hooded \•larb ler (
9
716), Wilson ' s 1,\'arble r ( 9 /16 ) , Gana d.a 'l arbler ( 9 /16), Indigo tin rr (l 0/12), Swamp Sparrow - t-wo (9/30 & 10/13). "' 

It is interesting to compare catches with those obtained at Island r3ea,ch, 40 miles to the so\lth. Figure 2 shows the birds per net hour for fourteen days at the tt-io locationso Although at first glance there seems to be a similarity in trends, closer examination reveals dispariti es not 

8

,q:iected from two ooast.1.l locations in close proximity. Catches on only e.bout half of the days sho"1>1ed similar trends. l-1aey factors are undoubte dly 
e.t work which are not being considered. 

An observation on chickadee distribution was ma.de during the project. '.L'lie .Raritan River is usuaJJ.Y cited as the di viding l ine between the BlackcapP8d and Carolina Chickadee s. Nost chicka dees to the south of the river a.re considered to be CaroJ.ina s. All siX of the chic kade es band ed were 
identified as Black-caps. 

There i-iere two 1ntel"8st:i.ng recover'.Les which resul ted from the studyo A Bro.,in Creeper (fr,102-37431 ) banded by s. s. Dickers on at Island Beach on October ll at 07:30 was netted by me at sanely Hook on October 12 at 0900. A Magnolia 1':arbler - i.mmature ({F.l.02-599 17) banded by me at Sa,ndy 1look on October 6 at 13 00 was picked up dead in Brooklyn, :New York City (near Sbeepsh,ead [3aY) on October 7 about 1200 by R. Greemna.n (per s. oonun.). Both of these rec overies -were 1113-de almost due north o.f the banding location. The constitute f.'urthur band ing evidence of the phenomena of reverse migration. 
A col11111ent on the conservation of this area is in ordero The "natural area" tract is small, it is unique botanically, and it -,,rill be subject to disturbance desp;tte the efforts of the park pers onnel. Millions of people live within an hour or two drive of these precio us 200 acres. Added use by banders is questionable at ·this tinte. If the state of New Je1•sey were able to acquire the rest of the Hook, some banding might be pe nnitte d. 
This location is also the nesting site of at least three species of herons and a number of Ospreys. In June, one of our banding ri-atemity seriously damaged the bark of many of the la rg e ancient hollies by usin ~ clilllbing irons to reach the nests of the herons. This i•1as done "1-rithout penn:ission from the park per sonnel. Entrance to the area bad been gained by obtaining a special pe rmit for "bird observatio n.

11 
Need more be saidl 

I ,·iOUld 1ilce to thank :Mr. James f"lacDonald of the Department of Conservati on and Economic Developn~n t fo r permission to band in the park; Hr. Ili.chard Cole, Park Natural ist, for bis help and interest in the proje ct ; and ltir. Richard Rilcer, Park superintendent. for many courtesies (e speciallY for permissio n to bunk in the old Coast Guard 
Station). 

Belle Eead, llew Jersey 




