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''He was in excellent condition -- hale and hearty. He was seen in 
the yard several times within the next week after the last capture -- then 
we moved across town and so this was the last I saw of him. He was 
11 years, 6 months and 5 days old for sure. Allowing time for him to 
reach maturity, this would put him in the 12 year class." 

OLDER BIRDS 

Older birds, but not quite as old as the published longevity records 
have been reported as follows: • 

~ Christie, of East Corinth, Maine trapped and released a Purple Finch 
6'54-70178 on Marob 9, 1963. Bird was banded by Chandler Robbins at Laurel, 
Maryland on April 1, 1955 -- 7 yrs. 11 mos., 22 days. Also an Evening 
Grosbeak #522-76301 trap ped and released March 1 , 1963. This bi rd was 
banded by Dr. J. H. Kennard, at Bedford, New Hampshire on April 14, 1955 
-- 7 yrs., 10 mos., 17 days. 

R. E. Ware, of Clemson, South Carolina, also report s a Cardinal l-531-48244 
banded by hilTI on December 20, 1953, which new in to the side of a car and 
was temporari ly stunned (but rec overed after the band number was noted, 
and flew off ) on April 9 , 1963 - - 9 yrs., 8 mos., 11 days. 
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74 BIRDS 
Aged 5 to 12 Years 

By Arthur H. Fast 

By the end of 1958, I had banded 15,364 birds, nearly all of them 
on nry home acre in Arli ngton, Virginia; of th i s number 64 returned, and 
8 others were retrapped or re covered in ot her pl aces - - all after a 
lap se of 5 or more years. In addition, 2 birds banded by others were 
ret rapped and released by me, af ter more t han 5 yea rs. The greatest 
ela psed ti me was t hat of 2 cardinals, 10 and 12½ years, respectively. 
These birds are as foll ows: 

RETURNS 

BLUE JAY 

Band No. Date Banded -1..ast Pate Returned Time Elapsed 

1. 41-33°%38 ---g7 / 46 -1 0/ 21/ 51 5 yrs. 4 mos, 

2. 48-344716 5/ 22/4 9 5/ 22/ 56 7 yrs. 

3. 48-344774 5/ 2/ 51 6/ 4/ 57 6 yrs. l mo. 

4. 543-45352 11/15/ 53 5/11/ 59 5 yrs. 6 mos, 

5. 543-45372 9/ 9/ 54 5/ 15/ 60 5 yrs. 4 mos. 
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Band No. Date Banded Last Date Returned ~ Elapsed 

BROWN TiffiASHER 

6. 502-13845 5/7/5 2 -- 5/10/ 59 7 yrs. 
7. 502-13900 4/21/54 5/ 29/ 61 7 yrs. 1 mo. 

CARDINAL 
41-206275 M 4/JB/46 8. 
Replaced by 50-178496 11/29/53 7 yrs. 8 mos. 

9. 41-206210 M 3/2/46 6/2/52 6 yrs. J mos. 
10. 41-206217 F 3/3/46 1/17/53 
11. 41-206275 M 4/28/46 

6 yrs. 10 mos. 

Replaced by 50-178496 11/29/53 7 yrs. 7 mos. 
12. 206287 I M 9/7/46 

Replaced by 52-111060 3/7/59 12 yrs. 6 mos. 
13· 46-208006 I 9/26/46 5/25/52 5 yrs. 8 mos. 
14. 48-22815 2 F 2/17 / 50 6/17/59 
15. 48-228209 F 6/16/50 

9 yrs. 4 mos. 

16. 
Replaced by 55-182433 5/15/59 8 yrs. 11 mos. 
50-122853 F 3/ 17/52 7/25/59 7 yrs. 4 mos. 

17. 50-178185 M 9/13/ 53 9/26/63 
18. 50-178499 3/18/ 53 3/10/59 

10 yrs. 
6 yrs. 

CATBIRD 
45-203808 5/16/46 19. 5/20/51 5 yrs. 

20. 52-lllJ64 5/6/56 7/19/62 6 yrs. 2 mos. 

CAROLINA CHICKADEE 
21. 48-86891 1/15/50 5/22/55 5 yrs. 4 mos. 

GOLDFINCH 
22. 48-86752 4/9/ 50 3/ 18/ 57 
23. 20-33284 1/19/52 1/ 24/ 57 

7 yrs. 

24. 21-35002 J/14 / 52 4? / 57 
5 yrs. 

25. 22-78232 1/1 6/ 55 4 2/ 60 
5 yrs. 

26. 22-78503 1/31/54 3/ 21/ 59 
5 yrs. 3 mos. 

27. 22-78972 3/15/55 1/18/ 62 
5 yrs. 2 mos . 

28. 23-8J069 2/25 / 56 1/ 28/62 
6 yrs. 10 mos. 

29, 23-83354 3/10/56 3/ 4/ 61 
5 yrs. 11 mos . 
5 yrs. 

PURPLE FINCH 
30. 21-171660 * 2/ 14/ 54 
31. 21-171741 * 3/18/ 54 

--3 / 6/ 59 * 5 yrs. 
3/ 5/ 62 * 8 yrs. 

32. 21-171747 M 3/18/ 54 1/ 20/ 60 
33. 51-66804 * 3/19/55 2/ 5/ 61 ** 

5 yrs. 10 mos . 

34. 51-66851 * 2/9/5 6 3/ 11/ 62 * 
5 yrs. 10 mos . 

35, 51-66945 * 3/ 4/ 56 4/1 3/62 
6 yrs. 6 mos. 

36. 23-131093 M 3/5/56 
6 yrs. 1 mo. 

4/ 2/ 62 6 yrs . 1 mo. 




